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Modern Hiftory: 

BEING A 

G O N TI NUATION 

O F T H E 

Univerfel Hiftory. 


Hiftory of the United Provinces, or 
Republic of^ H olland. 

SECT. I. 

Containing a Jhort dejeription of Holland ; a charaSler 
of the people a view of the different departments of 
the republican government j of the commerce of tbepro^ 
Vinces \ '^rcligion^ &c. &c, 

A Variety of circumftances confplrc in rendering the 
hiftory of the United Provinces entertSining and 
inftru6live. The inhabitants of this country 
have ever been celebrated for their valour, their perfevc- 
<rance, and love of liberty, which remain unaltered amidft 
the vicillitudcs of time, and the nioft fingular reverfes of 
fortune. The extraordinary revolutions, the complex form 
6f the eftabliihed government, the opulence, commerce, 
artificial beauty, and other peculiarities of this country, as 
well as the induftry, frugality, temperance, fimplicity, and 
natural difpoficion of the people, merit the utmoft at- 
tention of the politician an^ philofopher. It is not the 
Mod. Hist. Vol.XXXL B pro- 




2 


Gergra- 
fhyy Jitua 

iicHy <li- 
TfuitCy bSr. 
Oi'the Uni 

tfd Tro- 
vinccs 


^he Ilijtory of ‘United Provinces, 

province of the hiftorian to enter deeply upon fuch re- 
learches; but our plan requires that we Ihould (ketch 
the outlines of the fituation, conftitution, and whatever 
regards the picfeiit ftate of the country, previous to an 
hiftoilcal detail. 

li'ln: Umtid Provinces y ov RcpulHc ff Holland^ confifts of 
the northern })art of the Netherlands^ bordered to the fouth 
by Flanders^ Bralani^ Flcmijh Guelder land ^ and the ducl^y 
of Clevcs ; on the eali, the frontiers extend to the terri- 
■ tory of Efnbden^ and the bifliopric of Munjler^ while fome 
portion of the northern Ikirts, and the whole weftern 
coaft, are waflied by the German ocean ; we include not 
theconquefts of the Republic, which /arc precarious and 
eventual. The whole country is delightfully watered, 
and divided by large rivers, fine canals, and extenfive lakes, 
that prefent a feene exquifitely beautiful and aftoniftiing 
to the eye of a ftianger. ^ From this happy difpofition of 
land and water, Holland derives the utmoft commercial 
advantages : doincftic indullry is promoted by the facility 
of carriage, and, foreign trade abfolutely required from the 
fmall proportion of fertile foil, to the number of inhabi- 
tants. No part of Europe, of the fame extent, contains 
half the number of beautiful cities, towns, and villages, 
all dillinguiflicd by an air neatnefs peculiar to Holland. 
Kvery ftreet, we may fay every farm, is bordered by a canal • 
Ihips and houfes arc almoil every whcie blended together, 
and half the people feem to live upon the waters. Some 
inconvcniencies however attend the natural fituation of the 
provinces. To render the foil fertile, it is ufual at certain 
fcafons to open the iluiccs, and overflow great part of the 
country j when the waters arc drawn off, heaps of mud 
and llime remain, which impregnatjfe.the air vi*ith noxious 
exhalations, •produdlive of variousjBpfcafes. This de- 
fedl in fhe atmofphcre is however connderably corredlcd by 
frequent ftarp and keen cafterly winds, that purify the air, 
but on account of their fuddennefs and feverity prove dan- 
gerous to the human conftitution. Sir William Temple, 
an accurate obferver, relates, that he has feen a moift 
hot fouthern wind inftantly yield to chilling eaftern blaftsj 
without any intermediate temperature : in his own words, 
they fucceed like the cold and hot fits of an ague. We 
may likewife reckon amon^the inconvcniencies of Hollanay 
the great obftrudlion to commerce, from the long and ri- 
gorous frofts which entirely IhSt up the canals 5 "^and 
the extreme flatnefs of the lands, funk below the level of 

• « the 



or Republic of Holland. ^ 

waters, arid fecured from inundations by vaft dytes, kept 
in repair at a prodigious expence.* 

As to the manners of the people, like thofe of every chara.'i^r 
other nation, they are influenced by the climate and the ofthe plo* 
nature of the government. Cold, phlegmaticf uninven- pig^ 
tive, and brutal, thejf profecute every meafure with inde- 
fatigable peffeverance, and accompliih the mod arduous 
aitempts, without a fpark of genius, of liberality, or the 
true fpirit of enterprife 5 by the fiftgle virtue of patience 
they have become proficients in fcicnce and the arts, Hol- 
land has produced poets, painters, and fculptors ; wits of 
the firfi: clafs have darted up, like grapes in Siberia^ con- 
trary to the ufual courfe of nature ; but thefe are pheno- 
mena which appear with comets, only once in a century, 
to excite the adonifhment of mankind. In general, every' 
paffion^ every appetite, except that of gain, feems extin- 
guifhed ; quarrels are feldom feen, Unlefs occafioned by 
drunkennefs j jcaloufy is never felt, and love unknown a- 
mong Dutchmen. The dulnefs and iiifenfibility of the 
Batavians became proverbial among the ancients; their 
defeendants are no lefs didinguifhed by the moderns fot 
their want of feeling, of refinement, and ofpaflion. The 
reader will form a fuificient idea of the national character 
from a fingle obfervation of 5 yr William Temple. “ I have 
known, fays that ingenious writer, a man employed 
four and twenty years about the making and perfeaing a 
“ globe, and another thirty in the inlaying of a tabic/'** III 
a word, invincible patience, and an invariable attachment 
to fclf-intered, are the lineaments that diflinguifli and 
mark the charafter of a Hollander. Spain has had pi oofs of 
their courage, France has expeiienced their arrogance, and 
Great Britam dill bears fliameful and ynrevenged ^la^k3^cf 
their avarice and cruelty. • 

The government of the republic has in it* fomc- Govern- 
thing no lefs peculiar than the temper of the in|^abitants ; mens efth 
we can indeed eafily trace the latter in the former. Cau- dties. 
tion and phlegmatic prudence appear in their tedious de- 
liberations, a folicitous regard to freedom in every part 
if the conftitution; compofed of feven fovereign provin^* 
ces, each enjoying its own independent privileges, the 
ft^te may be termed a confederacy, united by one common 

^LfClerc, Hift. Pref. 2. TImple on the Netherlands, 
chap, lib *’Id.ibi<R Basnage, Hid* paffifli. Volt. 

Siecic, tom. i. 

^ B 7. . intereft. 
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iiHereft, and founded upon the league formed at Utrecht^ 
to oppofc the tyranny and oppreffion of Philip II. Guel- 
der land^ Hclland^ Xealand^ TJtrccht^ Overyjfel^ Groiiingen^ 
and Fruftqnd^ arc all feparate republics, acknowledging no 
authority, fubordinate to no other power than that veiled 
in their particular ftates ; even the^provinccs are divided 
into final ler republics, ilvcry city pofiefles certain feve- 
reign privileges ; and in, the provincial ftates refolutiorls 
arc formed, not by a majority, but concurrence of voices. 
The provincial ftates crinnot f.ize an offender, pardon a 
crime, or frame laws, within the jurifdicSion of a city. 
Every thing relative to itftlf, and unconneSed with the 
rc*ft of the provinces, is tranfafled by its own magiftrates : 
*/or inftance, the fovereign authority refides in the fenate 
of each city ; the office of fenator continues for life, and 
-formerly the inembers of this fupreme court were eledted 
by the freemen and burghers : now the power of filling va- 
cant places is in the ftanding fenate j whence the govern- 
ment of each city is ariftocratical. Fiom this it may be 
fuppofed, that the people have abfolutely fui rendered their 
privileges 5 but when we confidcr the check given to this 
oligarchy by the annual burgomafters, the final I emolu- 
ment of office, the limplicity required in magiftrates, their 
numerous conne£lions with tfac body of the people, wc finll 
findthat liberty is ftriftly guarded, while the inconvcniencics 
of tumultuous afl’emblies are avoided. It would be defeend- 
ing to a tedious tninutenefs to enter up')n a defeription of 
each particular city-office ; fufficient it is, that bufgomaf- 
ters are eledted by a majority of voices in the fenate ; that 
they prefide by turns, that they reprefent the dignity of the 
goyernment, and fupport the honour of the city upon all 
occafions ; thaVthey difpofe of all inferior ifi’ue out 

moneyi-from the common treafury, for tlie fafety, conve- 
nience, and all the expences of the city. Great truft, 
dignity, tiv.d authority, are annexed to this office ; yet 
the falary fcarce amounts to 60 1. per annum \ nor do the 
burgomafters afTume more ftate than ordinary citizens in 
their habits, their attendance, their tables, or any part q/ 
their domcfiic condudl.*^ 

The provincial ftates are compofed of deputies chofen 
by the fenate. Here is lodged the fovereign power, aitd 
in certain cafes an appealcfrom the city-judicatures. The 
reader will entertain a clearer id^a of ]:he whole, by tra- 

*= Ubi fupra.^ 
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cing the regulations of a particular province. In Holland 
the fovereignty of the province is reprefented by nineteen 
deputies, choferi out of the nobility, the fenators, and ma- 
gillratcs ; the nobles haje only one voice, the cities eigh- 
teen, according to the number called ^Amjlcr^lam 

has but a fingle voice in the (fates, and the fmallcft city in 
the province enjoys Ae fame prerogative. Though the no- 
Ijility pofiefs but one vote in the dates, yet is their influ- 
ence very confidcrable, having in their hands the vaft em- 
ployments civil and military, the dijeclion of the eccIcGaf- 
tical revenue, the right of fending deputies to the (fates 
general, and the nomination of a counfellor in the two fu- 
preme courts of judicatures^ The votes and fentiments of 
the nobility are delivered by the pcnfioner of Holland^ 
who aiSfts at all the previous deliberations. Notwith^*' 
ffanding the vaft credit of the peniioner's jSfice, helSTjut 
the fervant of t')c province, and takes place behind all the 
deputies ; yet from the perpetu-.?! duration of his employ- 
ment, the feat he holds in the feveral provincial aflTemblics, 
his collcfting opinions, digefting reiblutions, propofing all 
fubjefts of deliberation, and, above all, alTuming a power 
to determine whether any important affair, on which the 
benefit or prejudice of the (fate highly depends, (hall be 
concluded by a majority of voices, give the pcnfioner the 
iitmoft confeqiicnce in th^ Tepublic. This is the general 
fcheme of government in all the provinces j but with cer* 
tain peculiaiitics in each, for which the reader muft con- 
fult political writers. There is no certain rule for the fit- 
ting of the flatus in all the province^ ; in Holland they ai^ 
fernble at the Hagttg in the months of February^ 
tember^ and November : in the three firft feflions all vacan- 
cies arc Qlled up, forms renewed, and taxes adjiiftedj^ in a 
word, the general good and regulation sf the province is 
debated: the laft fitting is exprefsly fet afiae for determin- 
ing the proportion of charges,' to be fupported by the pro- 
vince, with refpeft to the whole republic, ,0ft extraordi- 
nary occafions, the provincial (fates are convoked by the 
commilEoned counfellors, or Gecommtieerde Raaden^ properly 
a provincial council of (fate, compoled of a deputy from 
the nobles, one from each df the chief cities, and one from 
every three of the lelTer towns. This council fits con- 
ftantly at the Hague^ prepares bufinefs for the provincial 
ftates, and executes their rclblutions. The gerieral re- 
venues of the proviiKCft are managed by a chamber of ac- 
counts, who, befidcs this truft, have the abfolute direc- 
^ 3 tion 



6 


States Ge 
ret'aL 


^he Hijlory of the Vmttdi Provinces, 

tion of the ancient dcmefnes, without being queftioned by 
the ftates. A number of inferior regulations and circum- 
ilances peculiar to each province take place ; but it is our 
defign to exhibit only the genera>plan of the feveral de- 
partments ^hat compofe the republic.** 

We come now to the union of thetfeven fovercign pro- 
vinces, which may aptly be compared to the league of 
feveral princes, formed for their mutual fecurity, icpofei, 
and defence : each preferves his own fovereigni} s while 
he enters upon certain engagements peculiar to the con- 
federacy 5 they arc united into one body by treaty, but 
fhey are feparated by their particular privileges : no one 
has the right of impofing laws, or interfering in the govern- 
^nient of another ; but he is abfolutc in what does not 
the league, and within his own jurifdiclion. Some 
politicians ha^v# fuppofed the ftates general pofleflld of 
fovereign autliSfrity, bccau/e they are compofed of deputies 
from the provinces that form the republic, and receive foreign 
ambafladors ; but it muft be confidered, that the office of 
deputy continues but for a limited time, that the periods of 
their deputation are fixed by the provii^ccs, and thur t!i ; 
arc incapable of coming to any refolution without conluh - 
ing their conftituents, and receiving their niiihoiity : 
of the deputies are formed thr^e feveral ( the ila'c - 
general, the council of ftate, and the of acco u:!^, • 

which are to the republic in general, o' ’ue union of the 
feven provinces, what the departments ol the fame names 
arc to each province. To the ftates general, the provinces 
fend two or more members at plcafure ; by this no variation 
is made in the determinations of the ftates, as rcfolutions 
are formed upon the votes of the provinces, and not the 
voters of depinties .•Should a pro^'iIlce fend twenty depu- 
ties, ftilUt pofeucs but one voice. Aifnoft all the pro- 
vinces diiFcr in the time limited to their deputies ; ore 
fends for a year, another for moie, and fomc for life. 
Holland fends to the ftates general one of her nobles, 
who is perpetual, two deputies from the eight principal 
towns of tfie province, pne from North Holland^ two from ^ 
the provincial pouncil of ftate, and the penfioner. Every 
province prefid^s in turn for a w^ek, and is reprefented by 
the perfon beft qualified arnong her deputies. This pre-, 
fident is feated at the midtye of a long table, the grejffier 

**Basnagb, cap. iv. Introdqftion. Temple, cap. ii. Ls 
f^^ifERc, p. 3. Pref. , 

pr 
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or fecretary at the bottom ; and a foreign ambaiTador ad- 
mitted to an audience, takes his place oppofite to the pre- 
fident. Thegreffier, by order of the prefident, reads all 
papers^propofes the queflion, calls the votes ; then the pre- 
iident concludes j or Thould he refufc determining by a 
plurality, his place is filled up by the prefident ofthc enfuing 
week. In this chaftnel do all common affairs flow ; but 
in cafes of peace and war, of foreign alliances, of raifing 
*or coining money, or where the privileges of the provinces 
are concerned, then each diftinft province or member of 
the union muff be confulted, bis affent procured, and no- 
thing determined by majority. Never but in one in- 
flance has this confiitution been infringed. In the year 
j 668 y Sir 77m/>/e was difpatched by Ciar/fS^Il. to 

form the triple alliance j in executing this commiflion,'thej, 
utmoft fecrecy and difpatch were ncceffary : had the 
parted through the iifual forms, the fcheme of the alliance 
would have been fruftrated by foreign minifters, whofe 
duly and intereft it was tooppofe it. Engaging the voice 
of one city would have effeftually baffled all the fehemes 
of the miniftcr ; but he had the ability and ad- 

ds efs fo powerfully to enforce the neceflity of expedition, 
that the ftaics general concluded three treaties, formed 
;ind figucd iiiftrumcnis in the fpace of live days, without 
conhiTting the provinces^ agreeable to the effential laws 
of c::r co'ilbtution. ITi this, however, the deputies ha- 
zarded their lives; for had the provinces difapproved their 
proceedings, their heads would have been the forfeit.®. 

Another department relative to the general union of the v 

provinces, is the council of ftate, compofed of deputies 
from each province ; here the number deputed is fixed and 
invariable. Holland fends three ; Guelderland^ Zealand^ and 
Utrechty'^two each ; Friejland^ Ovfryjfel^ and Gfonthg^^ a 
deputy for each province ; the whole couftcil ainpuntingto 
twelve members. Matters are concluded by the perfonal, 
not the provincial voices ; and every deputj^ has his turn 
in prefidin^. Formerly the power of affembling the ftates 
general reiided in this council ; it alfo reprefented the 
ftates general during their recefs, executed their rc- 
folutions, and judged of the neceflity of their meeting. 

At the earl of Leicejier's refignation, the provincial ftates 
obtained a power of continuing the ftates general by their 
^onftant refpedive deputies, under pretence of the too 

® Aufl. citat ibid. 
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great authority refiding in the council of ftate, who to 
prolong and augment their own power feldom convo- 
ked the ftates general. At prefent the bufinefs of the 
council of ftate may be reduced tc^ five clafles : their deli- 
berations Regarding the fecurity, defence, and proteftion 
of the ftate j and the operations of^the war ; the orders 
for marching the troops, the regulation of military difei- 
pline, the fuperintcndance of the fortifications, magazincsf 
&c. and the adminiftration of the finances, and proportions 
of the feveral provinces to fupport the general expence of 
government. With refpedt to the operations of war, the 
council always confults with the ftates general, except 
when profound fecrecy and difpatch are required. The 
q^er of the council over the fortifications extends only 
thofc places conquered fince the union of Uirecht^ and 
tnd^rovinces of Overyjfel and Guelderlcttid ^ which are 
deemed the frontiers. In a word, this council fuperin- 
tends the army, the garriTon?, the public revenues, and 
the contributions railed in the enemy’s country. At the 
clofe of the year it forms a (ketch of the fupplics for the 
current year, which it prefents by way of petitfon to the 
ftates general ; implying by the name, a requeft rather 
than a demand upon the provinces, with which they may 
either comply or not, as they fee reafonable. Bcfidcs the 
deputies, the ftadtholde*’ has a (fat and vote in this couik 
cil j but he is excluded the prefidency : at prefent the 
treafurer-general has a feat, but only a deliberative voice. 
W c need not enter into particulars j enough has been faid 
to point out the nature of’this department.^ 

Chamber To eafe the council of ftate, and fupport a part of the 
cf accounts, load of public bufinefs, the chamber of accounts was 
crcfl:^ 'by. confent of the feven united provijices : its 
firft inftitution year 1607, it was confirmed in 

1622, and confiderably extended in 1651. It \s compo- 
fed of two deputies from each province, making in all four- 
teen. It ftftes and examines the accounts of all the re- 
ceivers, pafles the accounts of the admiralty, and regifters 
the orders of the council of ftate, with refpeft to tho 
.. finances.* 

d^'^^ak * conclude our defeription of the government of 

^ mirany. United Provinecs^ with mentioning one more departr 
ment of jconfiderablc importance j we mean the council of 
admiralty, in which the abiblute diretSlion of naval affairs 


fid, ibid, 


* cap. xiii. 
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rcfides. When the ftates general, by advice of the coun- 
cil of ftate, has dellined a fleet upon any cnterprifc, and 
determined its force and number, all the reft devolves upon 
the admiralty, which is« divided into five departments, or 
different councils, cemented however by ccrtaiir. bonds of 
union. The province of Holland enjoys the benefit of 
three of thefe courts, Zealand has one, and FrieJIand an- 
cither; each is compofed of feven deputies, four chol’cn 
out of the province where the council refides, and thre^ no- 
minated by the other provinces. Here the admiral, or, in 
his abfence, the vice-admiral prefides. Befides the care of 
equipping fleets, and iffuing out money for naval fervices, 
the admiralty has a judicative power, taking'cognizance of 
all crimes, frauds, and piracies committed on the hi-gfW 
feas ; or in the payment or colleflion of the duties 
mcrchandife. The revenue arifing from commerce^ is 
wholly appropriated to the purpofes of the navy. One cir- 
cumftance of a very extraordinary nature, that fully dis- 
plays the precaution of the government againft corruption, 
or bias from confanguinity, or other attachments, is, that 
no perfon related in the third degree, influenced by de- 
pendence or obligation, can ever be deputed members of 
the admiralty. This is an indifpenfible Jaw, and deemed 
fo eflential, that all petitions for its abolition have been 
conflantly rejcifted. WJ^en a deputy is appointed, he 
muft fwcar before the ftates general, that he was ele<Sled 
by fair fuffrage, without the leaft cxeryoii of undue influ- 
ence or corruption, bribes or promifes ; that he will rc- 
ligioufly obey the’ orders iffued out by the • Gates general, 
in concurrence with the provincial ftates j in a word, that 
he will promote, with all his ability, the general good of his 
country, .without favour or attachfpent to any-Tparticu- 
lar province.^ ' ^ 

The dignity of ftadtholder, though not effenrtal to the ' 

government of the republic, is however fo important to its ^ 
fecurity, upon certain occafions, that it oug?it not to be ^fiadtLu 
omitted in a defeription of the political machine. This fo- * 
vercign office would feem to owe its birth to the nature of 
the government, in which all deliberations are (b tedious, as 
frequently to endanger the ftate. To remedy this defe£f, 

, a ftadtholder was created in Holland^ as formerly a diflator 
at Romcy to anfwer prefent exigencies, and expedite mea- 
fures. In the long war with 'Philip II. the infant republic 

•f , 

^ Basnagb, jpap, xxxY. 
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ftood in want of a head to fupport tottering liberty, and 
oppofe the powerful ciForts of the houfe of Aujiria, Wil-- 
Ham L prince of Orange^ appeared of all men the beft calcu- 
lated to anfwer the purpofes of the republic. He was then 
governor of three provinces, Holland^ Zealand^ and Vtrechu 
his abilit/confefied ; his deteftation of tyranny, and ardent 
love of freedom, had rendered him th% darling of the people. 
He had expofed himfelf to the greateft dangers in the pub- 
lic fervice ; he had formed the nobleft defigns, and exccuV 
cd them with a vigour and intrepidity, that juftly entitled 
him to the.charadler of a patriot, hero, and lUtefman. 
I'hefe qualities, and the necelSties of the ftate, raifed 
JFtlllam to the dignity of ftadtholder, with the following 
rights and privileges annexed. He was captain-general 
the forces of the republic, by fea 'and lapd ; he difpofed 
ail commiffions in the army and navy ; he direfted the 
operations of war, and led the troops in battle ; he had a 
feat, but not a voice, in <he ftates-gencral ; he was prcfi- 
dent of the council of ftate j but to retrench his authority, 
and fet bounds to the extenfton of the ftadtholder^s power, 
a council was given him, compofed of deputies, from the 
ftatcs-gcneral, and the council of ftate, who attended him 
ijito ihe field, and concerted with him all the operations of 
the campaign. Such was the origin, and fuch the autho- 
rity vetted in the ftadtholdev . Wclhall havcoccafion to, 
mention further particulars in the courfe of our narrative ; 
what ftrange revolutions, tumults, and diftenfions this dig- 
nity produced \ ht)w it was abolifhcd by a perpetual edidt, 
and afterwards made hereditary in the illuftrious houfe of 
Orang€^* 

Ofiht Whatever furprize the texture of this conftitution, the 
commerce nature of the country, and the difpofition of the people, 
of the (J. may excite, we {)^all find ftill greater caufe of aftoniffiment 
nited Pro- in the modigiftus commercial power and wealth of the 
Vinces. United Provinces. Politicians rematk, that the moft fruitful 
countries are feldom the richeft. The neceflaiies of life 
ihootiog up almoft fpontaneoufly, render the toil and la- 
bour of the inhabitants unneceiTary. This damps the fpiritof 
enteiprifo, checks that ardour excited by neceflity, and ren- 
ders mankind indolent, becaufe they can live without in- 
duftry or danger. In the poverty of the United Provinces 
we wall find the caufes of the vaft ftrides they made to* 
opulence and grandeur. Xbe country, in a manner, pro- 

c 

' Basnage, cap. xiv, deCbron. introd. p. 8. 


duces* 



er RepuhUc of Hcdland. 

duces nothing but pafture ; at leaft the produce is very in* 
adequate to the number of inhabitants, and the'imtnenfe 
concourfe of ckies^ towns, and villages. Of the (even, 
only three are maritimegprovinces, and fit for the purpofes 
of commerce. Not a (ingle material for ihip-builjiing is the 
growth of the Netherlands ; the Dutch are forced to penetrate 
almoft to the frigid zone for the fundamental requifites of 
navigation. Even the harbours of the United Provinces are 
incommodious. The difadvantages of the Texel are welt 
known. At Hehoetjluys nature has formed a large bafon 
of water, defended from ftorms by a variety of little en- 
circling idands ; but accefs is rendered difficult and dan- 
gerous by large fand-banks and ridges, that cannot be 
paired without pilots. The harbour of Flujhingy though 
has fome advantages, is greatly expofed to (forms and teiri-\ 
pells. From Poland^ and other northern countrie?;f- tKe 
Dutch^ for a long tiipe, drew the necelTaries of life. 
Still they are fupported in th^fe by dint of traffic. No 
country in Europe is fo loaded with taxes. Every commo- 
dity, every necelTary, pays a duty, to fupport the unavoid- 
able cxpences of the government. War, the cruelleft 
enemy to indudry, has proved friendly to Holland. During 
a bloody conted, that continued forty years, the republic 
attained tothehighed pitch of grandeur. Under fuch inauf- 
picious circumdances did |hft common-wealth launch out in 
the purfuit of commerce and navigation. The civil wars in 
France^ the troubles in Germany^ and the religious perfecu- 
tions in every part, crouded the Provfhces with ingenious 
mechanics and artids ; becaufe here they might pradlife the 
didlates of confcience, and enjoy the fruits of indudry, in 
fecurity and repofe. New manufadlures were every day 
eredl;ed;«^nd trades, too big for the wealth of individuals, 
condudled to advantage by joint docksA The dedrudltion 
of Antwerp was the greated advantage to Holland^ it open- 
ed markets, before wholly engrolTed by that opulent city. 
When Philip 11 . came into pofleffion of Poriugaly he prohi- 
bited the inhabitants from trading with his rebellious fub- 
jedls of the United Provinces. This, indcad of anfwering 
the king's defign, proved highly beneficial to the republic. 
It gave fpur to her indudry, and forced her to attempt a 
trade dire£lly with the Eaji-Indies. The India commerce 
was put into the hands of a company, and managed with 
To much prudence, indudry, <*and ceconomy, that, in the 
fftict of fix years, a capital of fix hundred thoufand pounds 
was increafed to fix millions derling, after clearing all 
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charges ami cxpenccs. After this, the company rofe with 
inconceivable rapidity for a number of years ; and though 
the profits have been long diminiflied, yer, in point of 
wealth, dominion, and real pow^r, the Dutch Eaji-lndia 
company Js now infinitely beyond any other conimeicial 
cftablifliment, and a potent ftate of itfelf, taken indepen- 
dant of the republic of the United Pro^oimes, The governor- 
general of Bniavia has the court, the ftate, fplendor, anjj 
appointments of a fovereign prince. He makes war and 
peace at pleafure; can afi'emblc an army, upon the ftiorteil 
notice, of thirty thouflmd men ; and equip a fleet of fifty 
fail of the line, without building a Angle vefiel ‘S I'he 
fuccefs of the fiflicries^ of the Levant trade, begun under 
/rfec aufpiccs of Henry IV. of France^ and of the Ea]}-lndia 
^ctryjany, gave birth to a company for conducting the 
to the IVeJi-Indm ; which fetout with an unexpect- 
ed tide of fortune, and would have afeended by continued 
prog-elTion, had not the ferge dividends made, the eager 
purftiit of compiefl, and the neglciSt of the regular courfe 
of traffic, ruined that commerce. The Dutch were driven 
out of the llrajlh^ whence the Pertuj^ntje dre^v fuch im- 
menfe trcafurcs. Still, however, the JFejl -India coir.pany 
is poflciTcd of feveral important fettlemcnts \\\ Jfviia^ of 
fome valuable iflands in the Weji Indies^ of the profitable 
cftabliihment at Surinam^ aifli of fevc.al latc-eftabiilhed 
faflorics on the continent oi ISouth /hhtica. Wc have 
elfewhere treated fo largely of the Datch Eali-Indla com- 
merce, that to addVouId be to render it prolix. Upon the 
whole, next to that of Great- Britain^ the trade of the 
United Provinces is certainly the greateft ; and that of the 
India company alone equal in value to haU the commerce 
of .Eur^e,. As to the prefent low condition of Holland^ as 
a maritime powe^:, her temporizing, (huffling, and fupine 
indolcnof, we mail advance no conjc£lures. We take up 
the pen as hiftorians, not as profeflfd political writers. 

Of the re- To conclude this (ketch of the prefent ftate of the 
Ugiiin of United Provinces^ we (hall fubjoin a few remarks on re- 
ih Uni- ligion, the remote caufe of the grandeur of the republic. 
tt\l PiO- 'I^he teftraint on confciencc, the eftabiifhment of the inqui- 
r vince?. fition, and the bloody pcrfecution of heretics, excited the 
^ revolt of the Previncesy in the reign of Philip II. The rc- 
formlfts were unanimous only in denying the papal fupre-® 
macy, and reducing belief from, the authority of tradition, 

A 

^ Basnage, cap, xxxvi. Univ. Hifi. vol. x. book xiv. 
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to that of fcripture. In a variety of other circumftances 
they differed, particularly with refpeftto difciplinc. Every 
leading do£ior formed afedt; and religious fcdtarics be- 
came as numerous in Gemnany^ and the Netherlands^ 

as fcholars of rival fchools had ever been in Greece. All 
\vere equally obnoxious to the apoftolic fee, and the pro- 
feffors of the popifh dodlrines. They were ftigmatized 
fvith the name of heretics, peifecuted by the fword in this 
v/orld, and damned to eternal perdition in the next. This 
indiferiminate perfection of the fchilmatics and reformirts 
feems to have firfl: fuggefted the idea of a toleration of 
confcience in the Seven Provinces. The multitudes of fec- 
taries from Germany and France.^ that had taken refuge in 
the Netherlands^ before the perfecution commenced in th«i> 
quarter, and the nccefSty of exerting every means to opy. 
p )fe the tyranny of Philips after the arrival of the 
Aiva^ in quality of governor, rendered an union of all 
the different fefts, for their mutual defence, almoft una- 
voidable. Accoidingly, at the union of the Seven Pro^ 
vinccs^'hsj-i-^hc treaty ngned at Utrecht^ every province was 
left at liberty to legulate the affairs of religion in the man- 
ner moft conducive to her intereft ; but with this exprels 
pioviib, that no man (hould be oppreffed on account of his 
p.irticular tenets, and that ^11 fliould remain free and iinre- 
fkaineJ in points of conlirience. It is true, the fuperioriiy 
in jK)int of numbers, of the Calvintjh and Lutherans^ pro- 
cuud an ail, in the year 1583, declaring the evangelical 
rclifiion the public belief, and enjoining that this only 
fhould be profelled in the Seven Provinces'^ but policy has 
induced the government to wink at infrailions of this or- 
dinance ; to favour no curious inquiries into the faith of 
any 5 to offer no violence to^onfcience;. and- to. af- 
ford the proteilion of the laws to everj/^'induftrious fubjedl, 
v/hofe opinions break nor out into expreffions 23 nd actions 
prejudicial to fociety. The Roman catholic religion alone 
is excepted from this common protcClion while 
Anahaptijlsy Arminians^ Brownijls^ and Familijh^ are allowed 
the cxercife of their fever^I dotSrines. At Amjierdam every 
fe£l known in aln^oft in the whole world, hath its 

public meetings. The Calvinijls however compofe the 
brdy of the people. They are poffeflcd of all the autho- 
rifed churches in the demirfions of the republic, and their 
alone are maintained 6y the public, by certain fala- 
►•fies. paid them by ^ the ftate, without tythes, lands. 
Of coniiibutions on the pcxple. Thus, freedom of 
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fentiment has rendered the country populous, and foftened 
all that theological acrimony and rancour that difturbs the 
tranquility of other nations, poifons fociety, and produces 
cSeds the moft oppofite to the (|j£lates of true religion. 
Ambition ^nd faction are here difabled from concealing 
their feditious deiigns and fcliifli views under the cloak of 
religion. In the difference of^religion makes none 

in affciftion ; Jews and ChrijUam live in the ftrifteft ties of 
amity; they argue without refentment, they diffent without 
enmity, and they agree without confederacy; all from the 
freedom of the conilitution, and the coldnefs of the paflions. 
All are citizens affociated by the bands of focicty and govern- 
ment, under the impartial protedlion of indifferent laws, with 
tfwal encouragement of arts, induftry, and genius ; and e- 
iiual freedom of fentiment, fpeculation, and inquiry. Who- 
ever requires more, maybejuftly fufpededof fecret defigns, 
arifing from other motives than religion ; or, at the beft, he 
muft be deemed unreafoiiable and narrow-minded K 

SECT. II. 

Containing the ancient ftate of the Seven United Pro- 
vinces. ^he revolutions which firjl reduced them 
under the dominion of the^houfe ^Burgundy, and 
afterwards of the houfe of Aliftria, c. i^c. 

F O R many agfes the Low Countries have been the 
theatre of war, and feene of bloody battles. No foil 
in Europe has been fo drenched with human gore, owing 
partly to the obdinate valour of the inhabitants, but chiefly 
to the ^bition of the neighbouring princes. The natives 
of the country nom compoAng the republic, ever alpired at 
liberty an4 military glory ; the one they regarded as effen- 
tial to the fecurity of the other. Julius Cafar^ having ex- 
perienced th9^ valour of the Batavians y employed them fuc- 
cefsfully againll the Gauls ; they every where routed and 
difperfed that ferocious and warlike people^. The Bata^ 
vian cavalry bore the higheft reputation, and the infantry 
fought with the fame order, difeipline, and intrepidity in 
the marfhes and waters, as upon firm land : even the Ro- 
mans dreaded their refentment^. They became the body- 

^ Basnage, cap. xxxix. Temple, ihap. v. ' 

CiES. Commenc. lib. vii. ^ Tacit, Hift. lib# v* ^ 
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guards of the emperors, who repofed equal confidence in 
their fidelity and courage j Galba difmifled them from this 
truft, but with marks of favour and efteem. In all impor- 
tant expeditions, in ever^ dangerous enterprize, where ob- 
ftinate boldnefs was required, the Batavians wer^ fclefted, 
as troops already fufficiently approved. They generally 
compofed the forlorif hope of the Roman army, fuftained 
the firft fhock of the enemy, and made the firft attack with 
ah impetuofity peculiar to themfelves. Viullim was fo fen- 
fiblc that the fate of the empire depended on the Batavian 
cohorts, that, apprehenfive of irritating them, he relcai'cd 
their general, who had been confined for high crimes and 
mifdemeanors *=• They were exempt from tributes and im- 
pofis, in confequence of bearing the honourable title 
allies to the empire. Afterwards they obtained the agpefy 
lation of the friends and brethren of the Romans ; buV uiis 
was particularly applicable to the inhabitants oi Betaw^ an 
ifland formed by the Rhine and Vabaly or JVahaaL The 
government of this people feems to have been monarchical; 
and i^s conjedlured, that Clodius Civilis is defeended from 
theiR 4 tirrg»^; Chilis^ that hero whofe patriot eloquence rou- 
fed the Batavians to throw off the fubjeftion ; whofe 
courage obtained many vi6lories;ovcr the general O- 
realis ; and whofe valour (hone more confpicuous and bright 
in adverfity, after he had btfen defeated by the German le- 
gions. We know little ihore of the ancient hiftory of the 
Batavians^ than that the fierce and warlike fpirit of the 
people obliged the Romans to maintain ilrong garrifons on 
the banks of the Rhine ; that they revolted againft Conflan- 
tine ; that they performed fignal fcrvices to Theodojius in 
Rtifnin; and that, with the reft of the empire, they fell 
under the power of the Francs ; were governed by Charles 
magne^ and his defendants, until, upon ihe decline of that 
houfe, the great lords and officers of the crown, taking ad- 
vantage of the weaknefs of the reigning princes, rendered 
their governments hereditary in their families (A). 

After the fall of Charlemagne*^ empire, the provinces of 
the Netherlands experienced frequent revolutions. Some* 


c SuETON. in Galb. 

(A) For the ancient hiftory 
of the iata<vians, and other in- 
habitants of the > Netherlands^ 
j^ie re\dermay confult th% 14th, 
i5tb, and 19th volumes of our 


Tacit. lib. vii. 

Ancient Hiftory. Wc have pii^ 
^tended to exhibit no more than 
a few ftriking features, to ren- 
der the Mo£rn Hiftory more 
complete and uniform. 
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tiines they were diitindl and independent on each other j at 
other times they were united in one monarchy under the 
fame piincc. Some provinces had their kings, feme were 
under the government of dukes* and others of counts. 
FajAand might he termed a kingdom ; Brahant^ anci GueU 
derlandj dukedorrs ; and Holland^ and Flanders^ counties, 
or earldoms. IJirecht was a bilhd{)ric, the prelates of 
which became generals and fovereigns, wielding the fword 
and feepter oftener than the crofier. Wcfliall exhibit fuen 
an imperfedt fkctch of the government cf the Provinces un- 
der the period we are mentioning, as hittory authorifes’*. 
Hijhrv of J'oRMERLY the fioDtiers of the province of Holland were 
the Ccunts more confined than at prefent. The encroached upon 

c/'Hol- ^ne quarter, and the bifhop of Utrecht on the other. Poffibly 
iaiid. ’-^^hdecd the provinces of Holland and Groningen were not at 
• fhrtteme feparated by that immenfe bay called the Zu]'der- 
All' that tradl of land, now overflowed by the fca, 
might formerly have cemfifted of low, fwampy marflies. 
This is the conjedlurc of Sir IVtlliam Tcmplc\ and it feems 
corioborated by obfervation, and the great mi ’sher of 
iflands and fand-banks that block up the pair^S^e mV the 
bay. However this may be, we have the tcftimony of 
yohn of Leyden^ that Holland contained only four cities, 
Dordiechi^ Haarlein^ Le)deti^ and Delft^ at the clofe of the 
iith century. Hillorians arc unanimous, that Thieri^ ge- 
neral to Charles the Bald^ was the firft count of Holland. 
He was invefled in that dignity by the fovereign, againft 
the inclinations of ‘the people, who hazarded a battle, and 
were defeated in the field, in defence of their liberties. 
Afterwards they revolted, forced Thieri to take'rcfuge with 
A. T>. hjs king, and were a fecond time conquered, and forced to 
iJ68. fubmit. To confirm the count in his new dignity and fe- 
cufe him againltcfuutfe rebellions, Charles put to death 
every maj^ who^’pollefled any authority in the country It 
is faither aflerted, that Lewis^ brother to Charles^ invefled 
the fame l-hieri in the province of Zealand \ yet it is 
more fconfiftent with the known policy of Charles and 
Lewis^ to fuppofc that Thieri only afled as his governor, 
or lieutenant. Of the immediate fucceflbrs of this count 
we know nothing. Some hiflorian^ fpeak of a Thieri^ 
marquis of Vlnerding^ fuppofed to be the defeendant of. the 
firft count of Holland. His ambition drew him into a war 

** JoH. Leyden. 1 . v. c. 4. i « Herman, ad SifliL 
1047. ^ JoH, Leyden^ I. vi. c, 2, 3, 4. ^ v 
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With the cmperot Henry ^ out of which his fpiritcd condufl: A. D. 
extricated him with honour and advantage. He afterwards, 1047, 
by acci.^ent, killed in a tournament the brother of the bi- 
(hops of Liege and Colognt^ which again involved^him in a 
war. The enraged prelates entered Holland^ laying wafte 
all before them, and wduced Dordrecht^ Thieri met them, 
gave battle, and' defeated them ; but died of a wound receiv- 
ethfrom a poi Toned arrow 8. His brother Florence fuccecdcd *062* 
to his territories, and with them Inherited the war againfl 
the bifhop.s, who had levied frefh forces, and again invaded 
Holland, They were defeated by the new count, who did 
not long furvive his vidlory. In thepurfuit he was wounded,i 
and expired a few days after. It is not improbable, thatti 
the Thieri we have been laft mentioning was the firft^ 
count of Holland^ notwithftanding the exprefs aflertiolfitJf 
fome writers to the contrary j and that the dominion of that 
province was obtained, not by gift, but by conqueft. Both 
Thieri anJ his brother Florence were ambitious, warlike 
princes : u is allowed, they greatly extended their territories, 
and it ^probable, they incurred the refentment of thes 
empp^r, by denying his .fovereignty over the province of 
Hwnd. Florence dying, during the minority of his children, 
^ertrude^ Lis widow, took the government into her hands, 
and conducted the reins with fo much addrefs, that (lie ob- 
fained a peace, ctjually advantageous and honourable. Young 
Thieri y fon of Horence^ was frequently molcfted during his 
tutelage by JVilliam biihop of Utrecht. As foon as he came 
of age, he fully avenged the infults committed by this afmbi* 
tious and perfidious prelate. We know nothing further of 
his government, nor indeed ot the counts of Holland^ until 
the province came under the dominion of the houfe of Bur^ 
gundy, Wer are only told, that they 'Hpre^ngaged in cori- 
ifant wars with their neighbours and powerfifl vafT^js, who 
were eternally ftirring up faflions, and exciting revolts, in 
hopes of recovering their liberty. In a civil war FlorencelY^ 
loft his life, being befiegcd, and taken in his own cafile, by 
the lords of Egmondy Brederode^ Amfiel^ and Waerdm, Mis 
jlon "John fell a vidim to the turbulent and feditious humour 
of his fubjeds, notwithftanding he had facriheed his prime 
minifter Boerfelen^ to appeafe their refentment 
r Though the dignity of count was hereditary, yet before 
they entered upon the government, the approbation of the 
barons^ the chief lords, and the people, was required, to 
'vhcAi trfey fwore religiomly to obferve all their rights and 

% Cbron. 14?. * ^ Chron. Belgic. p. 120. 

Mod. Hist. Vox,, XXXI, C privileges. 
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privileges. On their acceilion, the counts made a circuit to 
all the towns and cities, promifing each, in particular, the 
I'ccurity of its liberties and peculiar privileges. After they had 
taken the oaths, the people immedi^ely paid the tax impofed 
for the fupport of their authority, which, in general) was very 
moderate and eafy. According to the laws of fucceffion, 
the female fucceeded, in default of the male line ; hence it 
was, that the province of Holhnd frequently palled into fo- 
reign families, by marriages. At the death of William , 
Margaret^ his filler, fucceeded, mar ied the prince of Bavaria^ 
and annexed Holland to the dominions of her hulband. As 
we cannot enlarge upon this fubjeft, we fhall only remark, 
ij|nat when the dukes of Burgundy became fovercigns of this 
^province, and indeed of the Netherlands^ they alteied the an- 
• c^enyjbrm of government, appointing a count for the go- 
v^prnment of each city, and a lladtholder in every province, 
to adminifter juftice in their name. It was not before the 
14th century, that the provincial Hates were eftablifhed, or 
rather renewed. The iladtholder alTembled the nobles and 
deputies from the chief cities, and, in conjuijf^nn with 
them, regulated the aHairs of the provinces. SaorTtiw^ftates 
aflumed a power of convoking themfelves. This procTO^d 
numberlefs difputes between them and the ftadtholders. ^ 
Ham I. of Orange^ that great aflertor of the freedom of his 
country, was engaged in conifagt contentions upon this fub-» 
jcdl, with the provincial Hates. The debate was referred to 
the duchefs of Parma^ who decided, that the Hates had an 
undoubted right to allemble themfelves, but with the knovi?- 
ledge and approbation of the Hadtholder. Afterwards the 
prince obtained a contrary judgment ^ 

Ancient mentioned, in honour of Guelderland^ that it was the 

hijiory of province to recei^the Roman yoke, and the^firft that af- 
Gueldcr- ferted liberty, ypfin me decline of the empire. '^tHoarlemagne 
land. beHowei extraordinary privileges on Nimeguen, the capital of 
A. D. the- province. In the reign of Charles the Bald^ the people 
878* elected Otho du Pont their chief, and the government conti^ 
niied many years in his family. It palTed from father to fon, 
and would feein hereditary, but, in fa^, it was elective. 
The people called the governors tutors, implying, that they 
eleded them for their defence and fecurity. By marriage,, 
the government of Guelderland devolved on Othoy count Na^ 
A. D. fauy who was approved and.confirmed by the people. la 
1079. adminlHration, was erefled into an earldom, by, 

the tBi^ror Henry III. By his ftn Gerhardy^ qf 
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Zutpben was annexed to GucldirUtnd ; but whether by mar- 
riage, purchafe, or conqueft, is not precifely determined. 
jff^nry Najpzu^ earl of Guelderland and Zutphen, extended his 
dominions, and pefornjed fignal fcrvices in Italy to the em- 
peror Frederic, This prince died in 1162, an^was fo well 
efteemed, that the people immediately elefted his fon Ger^ 
hard IL The whole of Gerhard's life was employed in 
paging war with the biChop of Utrecht, He entailed the 
county on his brother Otho^ who fucceeded him ; but the 
crufadc, at that time preached up in the Low Countries^ 
healed up the breach, and reconciled the count and bilhop. 

Gerhard III, who fucceeded his father Otho^ is diftinguifhed 
only for encouraging monks, and building monafteries. His 
fon Otho the Crooked^ after fuftaining the ftraiigeft reverfesVf 
fortune, and living for fome time in captivity, raifed GfJielder^^ 
land to a powerful, opulent, and rcfpe^table province. 
heim^ Gofeh^ Betnmel^ Herderwyk^ and other towns that lay 
open and expofed, he furrounde*d with' walls, and ftrengthen- 
cd by fortiHcations, conferring upon them a variety of pri- 
^fter mortgaging the city of Nimeguen for twenty 
thf^^iand marks of filyer to William king of the Romam^ he 
^ctacked and reduced it, annexing this capital of the ancient 
Batavians to Guelderland, Towards the clofe of his life, he 
was chofen guardian to Florence V. earl of Holland, The 
guardianlhip was difputcc^ v^ith him, but he defeated bis ene- 
mies in a bloody fea- light, before Dyvelotidj carried his point, 
and foon after expired 

His fon Renaud was in hopes of enlarging his dominions, A. D. 
by the addition of Limburg, With this view he married a 1272. 
daughter of the duke of Limburg ; but the duchy was not 
annexed to Guelderland till the death of her brother Henry, 

It was d^fputed with the duke of Br^aTjt^ a bloody battle en- 
fued, Renaud gained his ends, but fte foon after impri- 
foned by his ambitious fon, and detained a captivt for the laft 
fix years of his life. While his father lived, Renaud^ fur- A. D. 
named the Red^ aflumed no other title than that of fon to the 13^®* 
carl of Guelderland, His marriage into the houfe of A^echlin^ 
produced a war with the duke of Brabant^ who claimed fome 
part of what Renaud deemed bis wife^s fortune. The duke 
was defe^ited, and to the glory of a vtdory, Renaud had the 
additional honour of erefting Guelderland into a duchy, by an * 
edift of the emperor Lewis of Bavaria, This mark of the 
emperor s efteem Jiad aimoft; pfoved fatal to Renaud, During * 339 - 
his i^ucndance at Franefort^ his dominions were invaded by 

Chron. Geld, p* 19. 
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the combined forces of Liege and Brabant. He flew to the 
relief of his fiibje6ts, met, defeated, and difperfed the enemy. 
In a word, this prince, fb highly celebrated for his valour, 
clemency, and juftice, raifed Gucldcrifind to the utmoft pow- 
er the provjEce ever attained, only to be funk the lower by 
contentions among his children. 

The younger afpired at fucceeding nis father, the elder 
maintained his birthright, and both niade preparations for 
deciding the difpute by the fword. Renaud the Grofsy the’ 
cldeft,'tortified himfelf in Thielj while Edi^ardy the younger, 
aflcmblcd an army at Nimeguen. The nobility and people 
took different Tides ; Edward was vi£l;orious ; he took his 
br(fther prifoncr, kept him two years confined, defeated the 
dyi^e of Brabant, and was afterwards (lain in a mutiny of his 
own o^^cers^ His death fet Renaud at liberty, and re- 
ftore'd him to his right, which he lived but few months 
to enjoy. 

Both the brothers dying without ifliie, the confufion of 
the province was augmented. Their two fitters difputcd the 
fucceflion ; the people were divided. The lords keren 
fupported the pretenfions of Margaret, the elder After? ^d 
the Bronchorji faction, always zealous for the younger brancib, 
cTpoufed IVilliam, duke of fullers, and fon of Mary, the^ 
younger fitter. This civil war was brought to an iffueonly by 
the death of Margaret, by which^the claim of the young duke 
remained undifputcd. JVilUam dittinguifhed his valour in 
feveral wars with the duke of Brabant, in all of which he 
proved victorious, tfis dominions fell to his brother Renaud, 
who made war on the earl of Holland, fought the bloody 
battle of Gorcum, and died without iflbe 

By Renauf% death, the duchy of Guelderland patted out 
of the houfe of fullers intp that of Egmond. A daughter of 
jniliam, duke of IfSlleA, and grand-daughter of Mary, his 
mother, wfis married to the lord of Egmond, Her portion 
confifted of the duchy of Guelderland and county of Zutphen ; 
but her huib^hd lived but a few days to enjoy this vaft ac- 
cettion to his honour and dominions. It was his fon Arnaud 
who firft took pofleflion of his mother’s inheritance. Arnaud 
claimed thf duchy of fullers by the fame right he held 
Guelderland. He maintained a war to gain poileffion \ but 
the inhabitants would never' be brought to acknowledge his 
fovereignty : at laft, after.having governed forty-eight years, 
he was confined by his own fon, tired out with the expec- 
tation of fucceeding at the deceafe of spfuperannuated 

^ Belg, Chron. p. 86. ^ Egmond. Chron. 52. 
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The unnatural Adolphus entered upon a dangerous alliance; 
marrying Catherine of Bourbon^ whence he became brother- 
in-law to Charles duke of Burgundy^ who punilhed him for 
the want of filial duty,* by depriving him of his dominions. 
Theduke invwing Adolphus to hiscourt, endeavotred to recon- 
cile him to his father ; but finding him inexorable, he had 
him arrefted, and then releafed old Arnaud^ after firfl; oblig- 
ing him to fell the duchy ot Guelderland^ the county of Zwt- 
phen^ and to difinherit his fon. By the death of bis father, 
and the duke of Burgundy^ flain at the battle of Nanci^ 

Adolphus recovered his dominions, uniting the dominions of 
Burgundy^ Guelderland^ and Zutphen^ in his own perfM. 

His firft wife being dead, he married Mary^ only child 
heirefs of Charles duke of Burgundy^ who had been forced 
into the match by the citizens of GhenU They chfifc him# 
general of their forces agalnft the French king, and Adolphus 
was flain bravely defending Tournay, His fon Charles^ born 
of the lafl: marriage, fucceeded, and was taken prifoner and 
detain^ fourteen years by the enemy, during which time 
his a ms acknowledged fovereign by the people. He no 
fgvrier procured his releafe, than his fubjefts received hint 
^ith open arms ; and indeed his conduct merited their ut- 
moft attachment and fidelity. Nothing could be more fpi- 
rited and vigorous than the whole feries of his adminiftration; 
but he was at length obligea to yield to the irrefiftible power 
of the emperor Charles V. by which means Guelderland palled 
from the houfe Bourbon into the Aujirian family.*' 

With refpedl to the ancient hiltory of Zealand., writers Ancient 
differ widly j fome aflferting that Lewis le Debonatre hiflory of 

ed the iflands that compofe this province to the earl of HoU Zealand. 
land, provided he would proteft them againft the Germans ; 
others, 'jn the contrary, affirming,^at the Emperor Henry 
invefted Baldwin Earl of Flanders^m tRe gifl'e of IValcheren, 
and all its dependences. One writer in particulUr agrees to 
both afTcrtions, and allcdges, that the earls of Holland and 
Flanders were long engaged in war for the property of Zea-- 
land. Certain it is, that the earls of Holland bad the fove- 
reignty of this province at a very early period ; that the two 
provinces were always united under the fame governors, and 
that they had the fame ftadtholder, when the defertion of 
the Netherlands produced the union of Utrecht. As we have 
already exhibited a fketc^ of the ancient hiftory of Holland^ 
it would be unneceiiary to dwell upon that of a province 

Egmond, p. 59. Chron. Geld. p. 26, 
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t:onne£tcd with it in intereft, laws, government, and fo- 
vcrcignty.*> 

The province of Utrecht has experienced four diiFerent 
forms of government : firft it was dependant on the kings 
and dukes Frifeland ; next the government became ec- 
clefiaftical j or, in other words, the fovgreigns were bifliops, 
who extended their dominion over feveral of the adjacent 
countries. Charles V, cfi*e£lcd the third revolution, by diy 
veiling the bilhops of their temporal fovereignty, and ren- 
dering himfelf abfohue mailer of the liberties and privileges 
of the province. The laft change of government happened 
the general union of the feven provinces, to oppofe 
Fidlip II. While Utrecht was dependent on Frifeland^ it 
neceffarily felt the revolutions which were ever changing the 
tk fuuatton of that warlike province. Pepin Herijial firft af- 
ferted the liberty of Utrecht^ and recovered its independency; 
as he propofed fixing the fovereignty in his family, he omit- 
ted nothing that could engage the clergy in his intereft. 
With this View, he not only alfembled a kind of eccjgfijiftical 
council, but determined to reftore the old cuftoT>ji^a,fc4<^crn- 
ing the province by ftates, in which the biftiops and 
ihould have voices : the happy influence of this inflituti^ 
fliewed how wifely it had been proje£led ; it continued un- 
der Charlemagne and his fucceffors ; and to the provincial 
ftate of UtreM is the world obfiggd for that excellent coi- 
ledlion of the ancient laws of the Franks, Pepin Herijtal 
was not fatisfied with diffufing happiaefs through every part 
of his own dominions ; his foul afpired after a more uni- 
verfal benevolence : he difpatched miflionaries to convert the 
idolatrous inhabitants of Frifeland to Chriftianity. Willid-- 
hrod was fent to preach the gufpel among thofe barbarians ; 
Utrecht was credled into cpifcopal fee by popcS^r^mj, in fa- 
vour of WillidibxofPj arid be became the firft bifliop. Charles 
Martel cofiferred many additional privileges on the infant 
bifhopric ; he endowed it with lands, and freely gave away 
'what coll hun little more than the trouble of framing the 
ncceffary charter* Thcfe were indeed happy times for the 
church } when the whole of piety confifted in liberality to 
the, clergy^ and the rnoft profligate could purchafe future 
felicity by founding a convent, or adding a few acres to the 
ccclefiailical domain 

'The fi^ft biflic^ of laboured ailiduoufly in the 

vineyard of falvation ; their finduftry and zeal were whetted 
by the ambition of extending their j^rifdidlion. As Chrif- 

.p Boiy F. epiil. ad Stephy 
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tianity fpread itfclf over the neighbouring country, fo did the 
authority of the bilhops,who made fubje^tion the teft of the* 
fincerity of their converts : in a word, the fuperftitious gene- 
rofity of the people, fo encreafed the power of the bifbop of 
Utrecht^ that in a fliort time he becanje a powerful temporal 
prince, able to make head againft tlie earls of tlolland^ the 
moft formidable of^he furrounding ftates, and even the 

S mperor himfelf. About the clofe of the tenth century, a A. D. 

efeent of the Normans^ the pefis of Europey almoft wholly 995 * 
deftroyed the city and province of Utrecht ; nothing facred 
or prophane efcaped their fury 5 churches, houfes, aiiS corn- 
fields were fet on fire ; the city was burnt to aflies, and the 
cathedral reduced to a heap of ruins ; but BaUricy who hM 
great intereft with the emperor Othoy foon rebuilt the ep\f- 
copal city, and procured fuch immunities as rendered it the 
capital of Hollandy if we may credit fome old verfes^nfsri- 
bed on the wall of^ the church of 5 /. Martin at Utrecht. 
Baldric^yfdiS tHe firft bifhop who coined money by autho- 
rity.** 

Ade,'fn]d^ counfellor of ftate to the emperor Henry II. 
bejv'^cledted bifhop of Utrecht y carried his pretenfions far- 
;Aer than any of his predeceflbrs. Some hiftorians alledgc, 
that he was the firft bifhop who made ufe of the fvVord to 
extend his power j but this is' certainly a miftake, as wc 
find the bifhops engaged irt bloody wars at a much earlier ^ 
period. He maintained a lohgdifpute with the earl of Hol~ 1017* 
landy which they decided by th^e fword j and was afterwards ' * 
engaged in a war with the earl of Guelderland. Adelbohri 
example was copied by his fuccefibrs, who made equal ufe 
of fpiritual and temporal weapons to extend their authority. 

Jealous of their ecclefiaftical rights, they became warriors, 
and compelled wherethey could not infpirc refpeift: ibmetimes 
they were fupported by the cmp&«pr,t but often oppofed, 
their pride giving offence to the imperial Authority : it fre- 
quently happened that the rigid exertion of their fpiritual 
power, excited revolts among their own fiib^fts ; and the 
c 1 e£lion of bifhops was feldom unattended with bloodfhed. 

The neighbouring ftates interpofed j the competitors were 
fupported by the carls of Holland and dukes Guelderland ; 

fo that the (word rather than the votes of the canons gene- 
rally confirmed the bifhops. ' • 

As it is not our int^tion to give a regular fucceffion of 
the bifhops of Utrecht y we fhgll think it fufficient to mention 
the peculiarities tha^ diftinguifhed this dignity. What 

<*> 

s Apud Guicciardini, p. 199. 
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right thofe prelates had to temporal authority, will appear 
from the following obfervations. Uiretht was originally de- 
tached from Frlflandy to be creeled into an cpifcopal lee : 
the bifliops, by extending their authority over the furround- 
ing towns and cities, came to Be obeyed as foveicigjis j 
th^ were%lefted by the city and chapter, and, after taking 
poficilion of the epilcopal throne, ark«ow!edged and obeyed 
as temporal fovereigns. All fcd/ti uis, iuniiilts.> and revolts 
among the people, were piinifliod as relmllioni^ agai.nft tKc 
lawful fovereigns. The bifliop's jiirifJl»!^iion extended be- 
yond his own province. TVoeiJjn^ a cii / properly belong- 
ing to Holland^ had long been the 1’ubjek.n of contenti. n bc- 
_4/veen the bifhops and earls. Bjd>'graz'c\v:A' 


ixev'ile ‘ v’ca- 


epfioned wars between the buhjps of Trn'cljt c.:ria oi 
Holland \ and although the latter pidlLfi- 1 cenaii at 

Dordirecht^ where they often refiJci) ; yet bif ' s c'.^**!* 
ed a temporal authority over half ihc rllciiid. TV 
of Henry of Bavaria^ the .epifeop.:! ju:i 'hctio^i. cxic-’- icd 
over Overyjfel^ and the greater p: n 
fold the fovercignty to Charles V. and iu ‘ 

fa!e are reckoned the towns of iJ/f'r 
OldenzeeU and the territory of D/dnib. 

SEVERAL changes in the magiltracy of L> happcnSlt 
under William de Najfati : that prelate became nioft il- 
luftrious of his age, though his parentage w^as unknown, 
and his ignorance fo extraordinary, that the pope rcfufccl 
him a bull, at a period when no great portion of learning was 
required to qualify for a bifliopric. William was engaged in 
.conftant difputes with his neighbours, and with l>is own 
fubjeds ; at laft, their rebellion became fo general, that 
they baniflied the nobility, who had fided with the bifhop j 
changed the form of government, and lodged the legifla- 
tive -power in the peopj^^ artifaps and mechanics* were di- 
vided into companies,^ each of which had a vote in the 
election of^agiftrates. The new magiftrates regulated the 
^iffairs cf the^city, changed the feal and the arms in defpite 
of the biihop, who was at laft compelled to renounce his 
dignity. 

William of Mechlin was the firft of the fucceeding pre- 
lates who attempted to reftore the epifcopal authority ; his 
efforts were bold, but unfuccefsful : the magiftrates of JJu 
rechtj feconded by the Hollanders^ made him pri&ner. He 
broke out of confinement, fled td Rome^ levied an army, 
find waged war againft his fubje£ts : often yifborious, fome-^ 
jtimes vanquifhed, he fell at lafi; in battle ; leaving the ma- 
giftrates and people ifi the full pollcllion of theft ^^ties^ 

• ' ^ ' 'c ^n4 
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and the fuprcme authority. His fucceflbr, lefs cnterprifing , 
and ambitious, prudently confirmed the privileges of the A. D. 
inagiftratcs, granting them charters to thatefFed ; which he tS^o- 
had fcarce figned, when he fuddcnly expired. The fucceed^ 
jpg bifliops made a handle of this extraordinary event, as if 
it Mad been a judgment from heaven to avenge the impiety 
of furrendering the rights of the church. They endeavour- 
ed to recover the authority of which they were unjuftly di- 
v^lled ; long ftruggles enfued^ and the people, whenever 
they found themfelves unable to refift, called in the affiftance ^ 
of feme neighbouring power. Davids the natural fon of 
VWilip duke of Burgundy^ wa- fo violently oppofed by the 
rjHgillrates, that he abdicated the cpilcopal throne.^ 
di^'lc prince of Baden being elected bifhop, he retired t6 
jXdeniz^ unable to fuppoit the feditious humour of his^fub- 
/ cis ; Maxlmlltayu to v/liom he was allied, oppofed his dif- 
frJlIion, and prevailed on him to return ioUtrecht : he might 
have lived in peace, had not his ambition and avarice again 
obliged the people to re^rolt. Philips the bafiard fon of 
Philip was next eledled : as this prince had always 

been h "’a aC courr, Vr hcje he had learned only the art of war 
arji^politlcs, he found himfclf greatly embarrafled with the 
.r.clcfiaflical dignity. In his fpiritual capacity Philip acquir- 
j^ed no great reputation ; he therefore purfued the maxims of 
a temporal prince, rendered kimfelf refpcAable by his pru- 
dence, and formidable by his valour. : the troops of France 
and Gtielderland experienced his ability in the field. Eraf~ 

THUS highly extols this prelate 5 but his amours drew upon 
him the cenfures of the church. 

Hitherto the bilhops of Utrecht were the friends and 
allies of the imperial crown 5 Charles V. wanted an opportu- 
nity of appropriating the fovereignty to himfelf; and he fuc- 
ceeded in 'che following manner. fon of the count ^ p 

palatine of Bavaria^ was preferred to a gfeat number of 1C2C 
other competitors, and elcfled bifliop of Utrecht by a great 
majority \ he was hardly eftablifhed in his n&w dignity, 
when he cited the fenate and magiftrates of Amjlerdam be- 
fore his tribunal, for permitting clandeftine marriages. In- 
,jlead of gbeying the prelate^s fummons, the Hollanders pre- 
ferred their complaints to Charles V. as earl of Holland. 

That prince annulled the bifliop’s femence, and removed the 
^communication denounced againft the fenate ; declaring 
both unjuft, arbitrary, ancf contrary to the privileges of the 
pity. His ambition did^not ftop here \ he encroached on 

ibid. p. 104. Eatavia Saci^, 1 . i, ii. 

the 
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the liberties of Utrecht^ and fo excited the refentment of 
the people, that one day they (hut the gates and denied him 
entrance. The prelate raifed an army, the magiftrates call- 
ed in the forces of Guelderiand^ a^bloody war commenced, 
and the cijpntry was defoJated by the epifcopal forces, who 
deftroyed all before them with fire and fword : he foon, 
however, was unable to fupport his^rmy ; the troops mu- 
tined for want of pay, and the bilhop applied to the emije- 
ror for money. Charles^ like a true politician, feized Ais 
opportunity of accomplifhing his defign j he furnifhed the 
fum required, on condition that the bilhop ceded to him the 
A. D. fovereignty of and its dependencies. The firft treaty 
527. ^^as figned at Schocnhoveni but the magiftrates and people, 
^ncenfed at the bilbop’s dilhonourable proceedings, fo con- 
trary^ to their liberties, depofed him, ele£led another, and 
refolved to defend their privileges againft all the power of 
the empire. In the (hort war that enfued, the province was 
cruelly harrailed, but the fj)irit of the people was invincible : 

. at length, (bme perfons attacheerto the emperor and the 
ciepofed prelate, privately introduced a 
forces into the city, the bilhop returned, and madcllfc^ 
lie entrance, and three days after propofed to the cler^ 
council the neceffity of yielding to the emperor, and makTff 
entire ceftion of the fovereignty to a prince able to protedf 
them, and who would undotibudly obtain by force whai 
they now had an oppottunity ofgrantingas a favour. Warm 
debates arofe in the aftcmbly, but to little purpofe, as the 
town was already in the poffeflion of the Imperialijis. At 
length, all agreed in figning an inftrument, whereby the fo- 
vereignty was perpetually veiled in the houfe of 
A. D. Some years after Charles V. united the province to HoU 
*534' Zealand, A^pftrument was drawn up, whereby the 

provinces were^tobc^verned by the fl:adtholder,*cementedfo 
flridlly never to be feparated by marriage, fale, bargain, or 
engagement, and united fo intricately, that the fame laws 
Ihould take place in all ; criminals banilhed from one pro- 
vince could not be Ikreened in another j in a word, it was 
propofed, that the government, money, cuftoms^ and laws, 
Ihould be the fame in Holland^ Utrecht^ and Zealand \ eaclf 
however referving its own peculiar rights, exdufivc of the 
general union. This plan of union could not, however, 
a long time be rendered complex, or fully executed ; it was 
neverthelefs renewed in 1584. The other provinces were 
alarmed at the confederacy); but fuch arguments were urged 


■Guxcciard., D efalt, p. 199. 
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as quieted their apprchenfions ; and the union at laft be- , 
came general among the feven provinces.* 

No people on earth were more palEonately enamoured of Ancient 
liberty, or more obftinate;,in the defence of freedom, than hiftory of 
th^ inhabitants of Frifeland. The fortune, the miijijtary (kill, Frifeland. 
and the power of the Romans however prevailed. Drufus 
attacked them in every quarter with fuch irrefiHible im- 
petiiofity, that they were forced to fubmit to the Roman em- 
pire. At the death of this general they revolted, maflacred 
all the Romans in the province, defeated the a:^‘y fent a- 
gainft them under AproniuSy and again glorioufly recovered 
their liberty, after having lived forty years in fubjedion." 
Complaints were carried to the emperor Neroy that the^' 

Frifons had not only abjured his fovereignty, but feized^ 
upon certain land belonging to the empire, and allotted^ for 
the maintenance of the Roman troops. The ambaiTaddrs of 
the province boldly appeared at court, afTerted to the em- 
peror’s face, that no nation exceeded the Frifons in equity 
and valour ; protefted thdr defire of living in amity with 
the Romf^'\ )'.^H»not in fubjedion ; and concluded with de- 
mandi/jg a place in Pompeyh theatre, to which they under- 
they had a right as ambaffadors.^ 

a long ferics of years the Frifslanders enjoyed their 
liberty; but moft hiftorians relate, that on the decline of 
«he Roman empire, they fcir^undcr the dominion of the 
Francs, Adalgifey who is coniidered as the firft Chriftian 
king of Frtfelandy refufed to pay the homage ; a war 
enfued, and Pepin was forced to give battle to Radbodoy the 
fucceeding monarch, who purfued the independent fyftem of 
his father. Radbode was defeated, but his valour procured 
him Pepin^ efteem, whofe daughter he married. This 
harmony was of (hort duration ; Cjbarks Martel returned 
with a numerous army, gave battle to Radbodoy and was 
compleatly overthrown, with prodigious flaughter<i Charles 
left the Frifeknders unmolefted, while he had other bufinefs 
in hand : as foon as he was at liberty, he determined to 
wipe o(F the late difbonour. He invaded the province with 
a formidable fquadron and numerous army, fought divers 
^bloody battles, and at laft fo far fubdued the fpirit of the in- 
habitants, that they confented to acknowledge his fuperio- 
i;ity, but not his fovereignty : the former exprei&on was 

equivocal ; the latter wou^ be a plain confefiion that they 

* 

^ Id. ibid. ^ Bio, Hill. lib. xli. v. exxvi. cxxvii; 
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were fubdued.* Under Charlemagne the province was abfb* 
luteljr conquered, the Frifelanders agreeing to pay a tribute 
of thitty pounds of lilvcr annually. It was the policy of 
Charlemagne to govern the province by counts or lieutenants ; 
Frifelanck'w^^ aligned to the dire£Iion of a governor, with 
the title of Potejlas or Podejlad. F^teman the Great was the 
firft perfon inverted with this title and employment ; he 
prefided at courts of juftice, reprefenting the emperor’s per- 
fon, and executed all the orders of the imperial court. The 
great *fer^ces performed by Forteman and the Frifelanders^ 
againft the Saxons^ fo won upon Charlemagne that he exempt- 
ed the province from every mark of fervitude, declared it free, 
and left the inhabitants to fix upon what plan of govern- 
ment they thought proper. They made no alteration, but 
continued Forteman for his life in the government. 

T*‘he adminiftration of Ludigman^ the fecond podeftad, 
o’ * was lefs fortunate. In his time the province was invaded by 
^ ’ the Normans^ and after the defeat of the Frifelanders wholly 
deftroyed ; thofe barbarians fparing no fex, age, or condition. 
Haarman^ the fourth podeftad, was in the manner in- 
fefted by the DaneSy enemies no lefs cruel than the I^h^ans. 
Sigefridy their king, exerted the moft defpotic tyranny^ 
the valour of Hacrman refeued the Frifelanders^ expelled 
DaneSy and flew their king. Galemy the next podeftad, toO| 
every precaution to fccure his cjoafts againft thofe fwarms c 
barbarians iftiiing annually out of the northern kingdoms. 
All his endeavours could not, however, prevent great num- 
bers from fettling in the country, where their defeendants 
continued for a term of years y. 

A D ff^lftamy earl of Hollandy and king of the Romansy beftowed 
’ ' many valuable privileges on the Frifelanders, He hoped, by 

their afte£Iio^, he (hould obtain the fqvcreignty of 
the province ; but ™e podeftad Sierdamoy fupported by a 
numerous body of the people, declared, they would never 
betray their country to oblige an emperor ; and to convince 
William of their reiolution, they ftruck a medal, on the re- 
verfe of which was this motto in Latiny “ Liberty prevails 
over gold!'* This was conftrued as an affront by William. 
He led his army twice into the province, and was flain in thd 
fecond expedition 

Marten A was one of the moft; warlike of the podeftad^. 
He drove away the foreigners, Mj[ho came in llioals to invade 
the province, defeated ^fHoUandersy burned the town of 

^Chron. Fridegi, Contioaat. part ii« p* 676. . y 

l^er. Batav. lib. ix, » Id. ibi^. . ' . 
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Enckhufe^ the inhabitants of which made a defcent on Frife^ 
land^ and laid all the furrounding territory defolate. Many 
of the noble families, now flourilhing in the provinces, are 
lineally dcfccnded from this^hero. After his death, the elec- 
tion of a fucceflbr produced two violent fa£lion^ called 
Skirranghers and IVathopers^ which for a number of years 
filled the country with confufion and difcord. Invingen^ his 
fuccelTur, maintained his poll with the utmoft difficulty, Be- 
fides the domefiic troubles, he had to fuftain a foreign war 
againft Albert of Bavaria^ who entered the province at the 
head of a numerous army, upon fome provocation. Invingen 
endeavoured, on account of the fuperiority of the enemy, to 
' keep the Frijelanders within their camp ; but their impetuo- ' 
fity would lubmit to no reftraint. They marched into the 
open field, fought with the utmoft obftinacy, nor yielded 
victory, before almoft their whole army was cut in pie'ces. 
Albert^ leaving garrifons in the other towns, retired ; and fo 
low were the FrifelQnderi reduced, that feveral perfons refufed 
to accept the dignity of podeftad. It is probable, that the 
violence c fa£);ions rendered the office equally fa- 
tiguing, unprofitable, and dangerous. To pleafe both parties, 
and ill fome meafure clofe thofe wounds that brought the 
f Ae to the laft gafp, two podeftads were elected, one out of 
i\ich faftion. This expedient did not anfwer expeftation ; 
Lfie people ranged themfelves umfiier the banners of the diffe- 
rent podeftads, and fought with all the acrimony of inveterate 
enemies. Ambition had begun the quarrel, and now habi- 
tual animofity continued it; for all real caufe of diilenfion 
was removed by the divifion and partition of the fupremc 
power. The parties were gratified with all they could re- 
quire ; but they could not be fatiated with blood until they 
had extirpated each other, and ruined their country. ^ 
what manner this province became fucgcil to the empire we 
know not; but a declaration of Sigtjmund% declaring it un- 
alienable, and impofing a tribute, renders the fail undoubted. 
Probable it is, that the weaker fadlion befought* the em- 
peror's prdteilion, and, as an equivalent, furrendcred their 
privileges*. 

^ A toNG war between Joan of B^euaria^ and Philijp the 
Good^ of Burgundy y ended in the reduilion of Frifelandy 
which pafled into the houfe of Bourbon. Afterwards the 
province became fubjeil to ^he houfe of Auftriay but never 
recovered its liberty until the revolt in the Netherlands gave 
birth to the republic of th« United Provinces. 

* WsiNFiN. p. 319. SNOC.Jflcr. Bat. lib* ix. 
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Ancient^ WiTH refped: to the ancient inhabitants of Overyffel^ there 
hiftory of are various opinions among the learned. To avoid critical 
Overyflcl. difquifitions, we lhall exhibit that which to us fcems founded 
upon the befl authority. All agree that the province was firft 
peopled a nation called Saltans ; but as feveral different 
nations bore this name, the difficulty is, to afcertain which of 
them firft migrated into OveryJfeL ^Writers diftinguifli the 
river IJfel into old and new ; the former was called Sala^ and 
the latter was the Fojfa Drujiana^ or communication opened 
by Drufusy between the Rhtne and the IJfel^ lower down than 
their firft confluence. On the banks of the Old Iffcl^ or Sala^ 
lived a people called, from the name of the river, Salians. In 
t their neighbourhood were the Sicambriy and both were fepa- 
• rated from the Romans by the river. Ammianus MarceUinus 
mentions their frequent irruptions, their warlike humour, 
the battles they fought with Julian^ the fervices they after- 
wards afforded him, and the regard he exprefled for this na- 
tion Tacitus deferibes their fituation and manners fo julHy 
and expreffively, that we can entertain no doubt of their 
having bfeen the inhabitants of that cour'*;;;}^, wL now call 
Overfly which extends along the banks of the JJfeL To 
ftrengthen our coniefture, that part of the province borJqrjng 
upon the river is itill called Salandty or the land of the^...- 
Hans (B). And the river itfelf, which waters the province, 
was for many ages called iYieFSala S ,* 

The manners and government of the ancient inhabitants 
of Overyjfcl are admirably painted by Tacitus. They had a 

g :neral, to whom they committed the condu£l of the army. 

e held the title of king, but he was chofen by the people, 
and his authority circumferibed to narrow limits. The 
whole legiflative power was in the people, and a part of the 


Snoc. lib. cap. ix. 
TAciT^.de Mbr, Germ. cap. xii. 
p. 206. 

(B) Writers mention a people 
called SalianSi towards Lorraine 
between the Rhine, the Meu/e, 
and Mo/elle. ^Li<vy fpeaks of a 
nation of this name in Provence. 
Modern authors alledge, that 
fome officers of the Imperial 
court had the name of SaliBns, 
Majores domus aut Salat, ” 
From one cr other of thefe, they 


^ JuN. Batav. cap. ix. 
Anc. ITniver. Hift. tom. xvi. 


pretend to deduce the origin of 
the Salique law, or that regula- 
tion by which the female line 
excluded from fucceeding to the 
crown in France. It would be 
entering upon dry and tedieus 
^ridcifin, to follow authors thro’ 
this fubjedl;; what we have 
faiU is ail that can be aflerted 
with probability. 
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executive^ particularly what regarded punifliments. All pub- 
lic afFairs were canvafTed in general aftemblies of the citie 9 » or 
rather of the clans. Here a prieft affifted, whofe province it 
was to preferve folemn order and decorum. Each ct the 
chiefs delivered his fentiments, and was favourably heard, in 
proportion to his reputation for eloquence, military valour, or 
patriot virtue. Shouts, 'tries, and the rattling of arms, notified 
the approbation of the afTembly. Among the Saltans were three 
kihds of puiiilhments. Petty criminals were mulded a 
horfe, cow, or fome other animal, which makes their code 
widely different from the Salique law, where fines were al- 
ways paid in fpecie. Traitors were hanged on the nearefl; 
tree, and infamous perfons thrown into the Tea, or ftifled in 
mud ; and as to quarrels and differences, they were ufuaily 
decided by Tingle combat. It is abfurd to derive the Salique 
law, fo celebrated in Europe^ from the cuftoms of the inhabi- 
tants of OvervffrL Pwjbability is ftrongly againft this etymon, 
which cannot iil^ed be fupported by a Angle argument bc- 
fides the'affinitj of names. Several excellent writers have 
made it ;:J}peacJ|fehat the Salique law is nothing more than an 
abridgment of me code of law in ufe among the Francs^. 

CHARLEMAGNE introduced great changes into 
iMc government of Overjfffil^ which he conquered, while the 
king and army were engaged in France. Counts were 
.created governors, to adminifter juftice in the king's name.' 

They were to be afEfted by an officer, termed Sculletj with- 
out whom no a£l of the governor's was valid or legal. In 
the divifion of the empire, between Charles the Baldy and 
Le^is of Btruarioj OveryJJel and the other provinces were ad- 
judged to Lewis i but he was forced to fupport his right by 
continual wars with the emperor Lothariusy which defolatcd 
the country. Next Overyfjil became fubjetSl to the bifhops A. D. 
of Utrechty more oppreffivc and arii'*:ra7y fovereigns than ggy, 
either the emperor, or houfe of Bavaria. T his indeed was a 
power they a(lumed,but what the people never acknowledge^, 
and which they only exercifed when their foiiune in war 
happened to prevail. Barnulph was the Arft; bifhop who ren- 
dered his dominion univerfal over that province; and he in- 
deed governed it with all the rigour of an ecplefiaftic, ambi- 
tious of power, and infolent in the poffeffion. He, however, 

, admitted the imperial fovereignty, as appears by his making A. D: 
application to Henry 111. ,to confirm him ih his jurifdieSlion. loaS. 
In a word, the intrigue, me capacity, and policy of this pre- 
late, raifed him to the Sovereignty of Overyfel > for ais to the 

^ Daniel, Diflert. Ui. fur THift. de France. 
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emperor's confirmation^ it was a mere empty compliments 
made with intention to quiet alarms, and lull the jealoufy 
Henry might entertain of the growing power of the fee of 
Vtreht, At length, however, the inhabitants perceiving the 
afpi'-ing'V^ews of the bifhops, determined to fet bounds to 
their authority. The moft natural farrier of liberty that 
occurred, was, reftoring the power or the ftates, an ancient 
form of government in all the provinces, and long negleft^d 
in Overyffil^ under the kings, counts, and bifliops. Whether 
this refoluiion met with oppofition we know not. Probably 
the bilhops dreaded difeovering their real defigns, by ob- 
firu^ling a meafure fo wholfome, fo equitable and conltitu* 
tional. The executive power ftill remained with them, but 
the legiilative was lodged in the ftates, and the fovereigns, 
united in council. The bifliops abufed even this remnant 
of their authority. By the permiflion given them of wield- 
ing the fword, they engaged the province in perpetual wars; 
and though they were geueraliy victorious, y\ j ihcir mquefts 
ferved only to depopulate and injpoverifli thc^.eounffy. Hoi" 
landy Guelderlandy and Frifeland^ weight of 

their arms, but the province almoit in \k under tbr burthen 
of taxes, and the ravages confequerr or n perp>:tua! courfe of 
war. Frequently the people, who ed no from 

the moft brilliant vidories, cpj^ofed t army, 

and when they found the bilhoVi^ i i .u blooey wars, 
flood fpedtators of the event, and jluit conduit ac- 

cordingly. This cautious conduct o t. ‘Kites proves their 
inclination to throw off their fubjccl’i ion U; lu bifliops, and 
likewife their inability, until thofe prclatt s wc weakened by 
the violence of their conflifts, the numb of ihtir battles, 
and the extent of their conquefts, which it requited a con- 
ftant ftanding force to maintain 

But, befides thtf ftetes, there was another check on the 
ambitiv^n of thofe warlike ccclefiaftics. The lords or barons 
of the province, many of whom wi ie powerful, and all abfo- 
lute within ^heir own jurifdiiStions, frequently armed their 
vaffals, entered into a confederacy, and violently oppofed 
the bifliops. Bloody battles were fought, but the fortune of 
the barons prevailing, animofity and the defire of revenge 
flimulated them to folicit the proteftion of the empire, to ad- 
mit the irnperial troops into their ftrong towns, and to reduce e 
the power of the bifliops, by ackiaow lodging a fovereignty 
more abfolute and defpoiic, bfecaufe it was more potent and 
able to enforce fubjediion. Even the^firft effefts of this refo- 

Gvicc. Defcrit, p. 185. Revis, ZM. lib. v. 
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ludon proved fatal. The imperial troops, at firft introduced, 
not being fufficient wholly ta expel the ecclefiaftical army, 
plundered and deftroyed the country, under pretence of ^de« 
fending the privileges of the people. The neighbouring 
fiates took advantage of ehc ruinous dondicion of Ovirj0. 

They made terrible irruptions, and fully revenged the^e- 
feats and difgraces fuft^ned from the fpirited conduct of the 
bilhops. Ac lad the province experienced a fudden and eX- 
tr^rdinary revolution, owing to the prodigality of yohn lit. 
bimop of Utrechtj railed to the epifcopal throne by one of 
thofe bold ilrokes which the popes fometimes hazarded, to 
difplay their power, and procure a confeffion of their Ibve- 
reignty. The fituation of the empire had obliged the empe- 
ror to ncglefl: the affairs of Over^el^ the epifcopal fee was 
vacant, and the chapter, in which always refilled the right of 
eledtion, raifed the lord of Bronkhorjl to this dignity. How- 
ever the pope thought proper to declare this ele£tion void, 
appointing a crea^«e of his own, the fccrctary of the Pnneh 
king, aft^Twards^nown by the name of yohn III. The 
prolufion di<^pation of the new prelate foon encumbered 
him w’ith enormous load of debt, as renJered it ne- 

ctflary to mortga^-e a great part of his territories. He found 
means to i«'.volvc the province in his diftrefs ; and, to extri- 
cate themfeives, the IHtes were forced to difpofe of feveral 
fit’fs, which greatly rctienched their extent of dominion ^ 

Twen^hc.^ a/id f'clknhovey were fold to the duke of 
GuchUrlarA^ and cnl rd HollamL however, paying the 

lail tribute ro nat,re.. r'rdcric Blankenheymen was elevated to 
the epifcopal tbrom', 1 foon redeemed by his penury and 
avarice what yrjh >7 i*ad f dd to anfwer the purpofes of profli- 
gacy. In paiticuLii, he recovered the caftlc and appeniiagc 
of Vollerihovcy in tvhich he fpent the laft days of his life, 

The parfimpny or Blankenheymen w'otdd feem to have reftored 
in fome meafure the power of the bifliopsi .The wealth of 
the epifcopal fee gave it influence, enabled theprelav.es to ex- 
tend their views, and to build and garrifon forts and caftles, 
to reftrain the infults of neighbouring dates, and over-awe 
the attempts of the people to recover their liberty. In this 
manner Florence fortified Hardembergy which he made the 
"place of his refidence in QveryJJeL But all tbefc precautions 
could not hinder the people from revolting againft David of 
Burgundy^ natural fon of Philip the Goody who was eleSed A.’ D- 
bifliop of Utrecht. The inl^bicants of Oueryjfel threw off the 1457* 


Revii Hift. lib. v. Sylvan, p. 28. 
icr\. p. 19 1. 
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ydke, refufed to acknowledge him, difregarded all his fpiritual 
denunciations, and prepared to r^ift his temporal power. 

even Had the boldnefs to accufe the pope of corruption, 
andf^ffirm that he had been influenced by the duke of Bur-- 
gunXf^ money to confirm the election. Philips incenfed at 
thef affront offered tp his fon, poured his troops into Overyf* 
fel^ overbrim the country with threo great armies, and laid 
fiegc to DevenUr. After a fiege of nine weeks, the duke of 
Clives offered his mediation, obliged Philip to relinauifli she 
iiege, and the province to acknowledge the bifhop, David 
held the dignity for forty years, and died in the year 1497 
Nothing extraordinary happened from this time until the 
province palled into the houfe of Auftria^ Charles V. taking 
poffeflion, in confequence of the ceffion made to him of the 
diocefe of TJirecht, His fon Philip IL was acknowledged in 
15845 ti le inhabitants fwone fidelity to him, but he did not 
long keep polTeffion. The rebellion^t^ke out in the Ne~ 
tberlands, the tide of faction. became ftror%^.and Overyjfel fol- 
lowed the current of popular humour, entered ino the de- 
liens of Utrecht^ and formed a part of tht ^ cpi’ ^‘1 ic of the 
United Provinces. ^ 

Some writers aferibe great antiquity to the province of 
Groningen^ deducing the name from fomc of the moll re- 
nowned Trojan warriors. Such allertions are founded in 
imagination, and merit no conflderation. But a learned an- 
tiquarian of that country proves ’irrefragably, that Grotiingen 
is the citadel built by the Roman general Corbulo^ to fecure 
the obedience of the Frifehnders^ or at leaftreftrain their ir- 
ruptiops into the Rotnan territories*'. This allegation is 
confirmed by a great number of ingenious refnarks on the 
route of Germanicus^ when he marched againfl the Cherufei^ 
and particularly by the conformity between the governments 
of Groningeti and qf qp^ent Rome. In the former we find a 
fenate, iqveftcd*with fovercign authority, confuls, praetors, 
cenfors, and aediles, and, occafionally, a diilator. Several 
of the lawst'ippear to be founded direSly on the Twelve Tables j 
and yet, after all, there are fcarce any monuments of the 
Roman power remaining. From thefe circumftaiices we 
muft infer, that Groningen was originally a Roman colony, . 
which, towards the decline of the empire, raifed itfelf to in- 
dependency. It became afterwards fubjeft to the bifliops of * 
Utrecht^ though we are not particularly informed of the fteprf 
by which thofe prelates aqquircu the fovereignty. In the 

c Vid. flip. Hill. Uirecht. ** Menso. Alting. deferip. 
agr, Batav. Fiilii, p. 54. 
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eleventh centurj^i Groningen ivas a fiowiffaing city, had a vejj 
exttnftve territory, but was neverthelefs dependent on me 
ftc of Utredt. The inhabitants revoked againft 
bKhop ; he laid fiege to the city ; it was valiantly defejpded 
againft Godfrey and the ea3 of Holland^ and at lengi^h reliikved 
by the emperor’s iiuerpofition, who reconciled the bif]iop 
and the citizens. In this war Groningen loft a great par^of 
its territory. The city afterwards became the fubjeft Jof 
contention between the fee of Utrecht and the earls of Hol- 
land, " Each pretended a right, and the emperor claimed to 
himfelf the power of a6Iing in quality of umpire, as feudal 
lord. Sometime after Groningen flouriftied exceedingly, grew 
fo wealthy and powerful, that, like Rotne^ the city afpired at 
the conqueft of the neighbouring provinces, efpecially of 
Frifeland. Albert of Saxony was fent by the emperor Maxi- 
7mlian to check the defigns formed by the Gruns^ for fo the 
inhabitants of Gro7r^,^en were called* The emperor propofed 
reducing Frtfelan^aodcx his owh*obedien^, and thought it 
could not be m^ e commodioufly effedted than by protedling 
the provintfVijiW**^^ ambitious views of the Grum, A 
war enfued ; Ali^^rt laid liege to Groningen^ and the citizens 
repelled all his attacks with the utmoft valour and magnani- 
mity. After fuffering extreme hardlhips, they entered into a 
treaty with the bifliop of Utrecht^ whereby they confented 
♦hat a judge fliould be nominated by the prelate, toprefide in 
the city, but under the direction of the magiftrates, and with 
this provifo, that the city Ihould be left in the full pofiefiion 
of liberty. Under the proteftion of the bifliop they hoped to A . D. 
efcape the imperial yoke j however, when it was propofed that 
they fliould reftore to the emperor their conquefts mFrifeland^ 
the Gruns boldly declared, they would rather hazard all than 
evacuate what had been purchafed with their blood. The 
congrefs broke up, and the war was res^eved with Albert ’ of 
Saxo7ty^ whom they defeated. Albert died of chagrin, and 
left' his difgrace to oe revenged by his fons, Henry and George^ 
who attacked the Gruns with great violence and impetuofi'ty. 
Groningen applied for aid to the duke of Guelder land but the 
confequence was, that, after a tedious and ruinous war, the A. D. 
city was furrendered to the emperor Charles V, ^52^* 

As to the Omnielandsy or country lurrounding Groningen^ 

‘jt formerly compofed a fovereignty independent on the city, > 
That quarter called the Ffjelingo was governed by confuls, 
generally chofen out of the prii^cipal inhabitants. On the 
decline of the ftate, thn confular dignity dwindled into the 

* p. 341. 
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; offce of Efchivin^ or magiftrate of jufticc* Several civil 
vrm were lighted up bjr the ambition of certain families to 
obfb^ the confuMhip ; and this might poffibly be the reafon 
why Ihc dignity declined. Thc^pcopje found it necefiary to 
rctrjjmch tl^ authority of thatrupreTnemagi(irate» in order to 
reftfain the ambition of competitors, induced by the elevation^ 
in which it placed them, to afplre at ifte ofEcc. In the year 
I2$0 a war broke out among the candidates for the conful- 
Ibip, that almoft terminated, in the deftru£);ion of the country. 
Houfes were burned, fields deftroyed, old men, women, and 
children maflacred with the moft favage barbarity, and unre- 
lenting animofity. 

One circumftance {hews, that part of the OmmehnJs was 
fabje£t to the fpiritual jurifdi< 5 lion of the bifhop of Munfter. 
Ludolphus^ one of the biihops, laid the whole territory of 
Fiveltngo under a fevere interdiAiqn, for having efpoufed 
certain perfons profecuted for the violtf^'^^deathof a clergy- 
man. But the Ommelanders long refufed tcincknowledge the 
fovereignty of the hifhops of Utrecht^ aftepthey >//erc pof- 
fefled of the fupreme authority of Grontn^ '^ Nothing 
Ihews more clearly that they were an i^ependent, free 
people at a late period. This farther appears from the fre- 
quent wars carried on between them and the city. In the 
year 1232, the cantons, if we may foexprefsjt, of Fiveltngo 
and Drenthy united againft theScity of Groningen^ and formed 
an alliance offenfivc and defcnfivfe. They were indeed de- 
feated in every engagement, owing to a new kind of arms 
uM by the Gruns^ but dill they maintained the, war with great 
obdinacy. It ended however greatly to the difadvantage of 
the Ommelanders^ mod of their chiefs being carried prifoners 
to Groningen^ or flain in the field of battle. Another war 
broke out in 1252, injvhich they fully revenged the dif- 
graces of the fijocetding rupture. A mortalit]^ appeared 
among th* catfle of Frijeland^ which made the Grum raife 
the duties upon all merchandife, and particularly cattle, fent 
to their markets by the Ommelanders^. The inhabitants of 
Fiveltngo^ (hocked at their opprcilion, and the barbarous dif- 
pofition of profiting by the misfortunes of their neighbours, 
formed an alliance with the other cantons, raifed an army, t 
and laid fiege to Groningen. So fpirited were the endeavours 
of the allies, that Groningen was forced to capitulate, confenty 
to have her walls demoliOie^, and all the forts and outworks^ 
rafed. W e (hall clofe this aircounHr with obferving, that the 
cantons were independent oh each other, and only united by 

^ BticcHEL. Not. ad Hedam. n. 2^5, 1 Anonimi Cont'i* 
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intereft. Each had its own army» laws^.and political mattrns* 
They iniade'war upon each otbt^r, and (hewed every^ther 

E rerogative of fovereigpty. The differences of indwiduals 
ecatne frequently the occafion of a war between can- 
tons, and nothing was more common than to lec the whole 
country laid defdatf for the moft trifling circumianceL It 
was this want of union that at laft brought the Omrmands 
tinder the dominion of Groningen^ a more firm and compact 
body. This much, we apprehend, will.be fufHcient to con- 
vey an idea of the ancient hifiory of the United Pre^inceu 
The detail was too minute for an ancient hiffory $ vet is it . 
a neceifary introdudiion to the account we propoie giving 
of the origin, rife, and progrefs of the republic of ltd* 
land. 


E C T- III- 

Of the the dif contents in the Netherlands, and 

thefirjt fe'is of the rebellion that began to appear in 
the years 1566 and 1567. 

T H E Netherlands came into the pofleffion of the houfe Inmdue* 
of Atyiria^ by the, marriage of Mary of Burgundy to tion to the 
Maximilian. Upon the emperor’s refignation, with the hiftory of 
whimfical deiign of filling the papal throne, the Seventeen theUuiitA 
Provinces j^evolvcd, by right, on don John^ prince of Spain. Provin* 
This prince died young, and left a foii who did not long 
furvive his father. Philip le Beau was the next heir by the 
death of thefe two princes, the one the brother, and the 
other thjf nephew of Joan of Arragon^ his fpoufe. . He 
mounted the Cajiilian throne in the y eai' 1505, and died the 
year following, leaving his Ton Charles V. a m^nor, under 
the tutelage of Lewis All. of France. Charles afeended the 
imperial throne by ele£lion, he fucceeded to th% kingdoms of 
Spain and Naples by inheritance in right of his mother, and 
to the Netherlands^ as neareft heir to his grandfather. At bis 
acceffion feveral of the provinces, nowcompofing the repub- 
lic of Holland^ clairhed a kind of independency \ but the po- 
licy, power, and warlike diipofition of Charm Toon reduced 
them under his obediei^e* When herefigned the imperial 
diadem into the bands^of his^on, the Lm Countries were in 
a mod flourilhing coridition ; at leaft that part now termed 
ioe Spansjh Netherlands. Philip could reckon in this fmall 
portion of his vaft dominions above thsee-bundred-and^fifty 
i .-' D 3 cities^ 
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cities cnclofed by walls, and fix-thoufand-rthr^e-hundrcd 
toVims, all confiderable, wealthy, and commercial. T^Jbe 
numer of the inhabitants was prodigious for the extent of 
the epuntry. The Flemings were remarkable for their (kill in 
navj&ationf their affiduity in commerce, and valour in war. 
Uncler the liiild government of the hoiije of Burgundy they bc- 
cattie excellent artizans and rich merchants; during the war- 
like reign of Charles they were made foldiers, or rather they 
improved thofe military "talents already arrived at confiderable 
perfedtion by the perpetual ruptures among themfelves, and 
difputes with their neighbours. This was the fituation of 
the Netherlands when Philip came into pofleffion. That 
prince was fuppofed perfeflily to underftand the art of reign- 
ing. He was mailer of yaft talents, and could give peace or 
war to Europe without flirring from his cabinet. The Fle^ 
7 nings had approved their loyalty to his predcceflbrs ; and yet 
by a ftrange fatality, by the influence oy<^ fuperlHtion, and 
from a certain haughtinefs of condudt, and kdMtrar^gmaxims 
which he adopted, Philip loft the aficefionste^* i\\^tFlemingSy 
and a great part of his dominions. No peJroJJit hiftoiy is 
more l&iking than this, and no war more >5;i])ortant than the 
revolution which placed feven fmall provinces in a ftate of 
independency, in defpite of the utmoil efforts of the mod 
powerful monarch in Europe, , It is remarkable, that only 
the poorer and lefs populous provinces recovered their free- 
dom ; and that, in confequcncc of their liberty, they rofc to 
an unparalelled height of grandeur and affluence, amidft all 
the horrors of a war, the moft tedious, ruinous and opprelEve 
that can be imagined. Roufed more by defpair, than well- 
grounded hopes, and feebly alfifted by the neighbouring 
powers, they encountered the moft celebrated generals of 
Ckriflendomy backed by tbc veterans of the SpaniJ!) monarchy, 
fupplied with the money, and direfted by the counfcls of the 
richeft, the moft politic, and ambitious monarch of the age. 
The princc^of the houfe of Najfauy who were the foul of tne 
|)rovinces, and the genuine aflertors of liberty, were too in- 
confiderd-ble to maintain armies above a. Angle campaign; 
yet did their deteftation of the Spanijh nation, their love of 
liberty, their perfeverapee and courage, enable them to fur- 
Ipiount every difficulty, excite a fpirit of freedom throughout , 
all the Neib&loftdSy and form leagues, v^hich, though of (hort 
duration, contributed however to the great defign of cfFefting 
a revolution, and throwing cSF the wiling yoke of feryitude 
and fubje^on. In a Word, the great grandfon of VPilliant I. 
prince of Orange^ became, in little mqrc than a century, the 

' ‘ arbitrator 
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arbitrator of Europty and the chief bulwark againft ihc 
afpiring vicVirs of the houfe of Bourbon, o( that very monkr- ' 
chy by which his predeceflbr was profcribed.* 

The different characters of Charles V. and PhlUp wcr j foon 
perceived by the nobility ftf the Netherlands, and this cir\um- cmjes of 
ftance offered the firft caufc of chagrin. Charles\/d.s a war- difeontent 
rior,he always appeared at the head of his own armies ; w&re- in the Nc- 
as Philip embroiled Europe, governed flates, and commanded therlands. 
afmies by orders iffued from his cabinet. The father was 
courteous, affable, and free of accefs j the fon, grave, auf- 
tere, and harffi in his manners. The one accommodated 
himfelf to the difpofition and humours of the different na-^.. 
tions under his government j the other was altogether a 
Spaniard, and difeovered a partiality for that nation, .which 
could not but prove difgufting to his other fubjedls. Spa- 
niards engrofled the royal favouj;,^ they alone enjoyed Philips 
confidence ; to thf"i all places of truft and profit were 
given ; and the /Ability of the Netherlands were excluded 
from a ir^ the governmejit of their own country ; at 
Icaff, thXv‘,nl^-‘s they enjoyed 'were of an inferior nature, 
and themfeivesffiibjciSted to the contempt and caprice of for 
reigners. 

To thefc caufes of difeontent were fiiperadded others 
on the fcore of religion ; than which nothing more univer- 
fally influences the human m’nd. The doftrines of Luther 
were already eftablifhed in Germafjy ; thofe of Calvin had 
taken deep root in France, The perfccu tions carried on a- 
gainft the reformifts oT both were of the utmoft benefil: 
to England and the Netherlands, The vaft commerce of the 
latter required an acceifioii of inhabitants, and the fugitives 
were joyfully received, without inquiry made into their re- 
ligious opinions. The natural inconftan^ of the human 
mind renders it fond of novelty ; Kevv (Jparines, the rfioft 
abfurd, fpread fometimes with inconceivable rapidity ; but 
thofe of Luther and Calvin were adopted in the provinces 
with unufual credit, becaufe they were congenhl to liberty. 

Charles V. had publilhed rigorous edifts againft the Luthe- 
rans ; and it is confidently reported, that in the AuJirtaH 
dominions no lefs than a hundred thoufahd perfons periftied 
under the rod of periecutioni but inftead of diminifhing 
the reformifts^ their number was every day encreafed. Ma^ 

^qiieeri of Hungary, After to the emperor, and governante of 
the Lm) Countries, obfeiJ':?ed tljp progrefs of the contagionj 
{he endeavoured to fojten the emperor, ^'hd invited him 

* Mod. Univ. Hift. tom. xxi. h'. xix. 
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• into the Low Countries^ to behold with his own eyes how per- 
fei^tion begat herefy." Charks prudently dropt his feverity s 
but VhiUp proved inflexible* The more narrowly to watch 
Ove^the refermifts, an inquiiitioni fiinular to thofe of 
Spam and italy^ was eftabliftied : nothing could be more odi- 
ouVto the Fltmingf than this d^teftablf tribunal, which they 
Ib/jed with juft execrations, not doubting but their lives and 
Jibirties would foon become the viAims of its tyranny and 
cruel^. The people in general were not more incenied at 
the efiablifliment of the inquilition^ than the clergy were 
at his eredling a number of new bifhoprics, under pretence 

' that the prefent diocefes were too large for the biihops to 
have an eye over their whole flocks. To maintain thefe 
new dignities, it was neceflary to fupprefs feveral abbeys, and 
;iifign their revenues to the biihops. Thus the abbots, in- 
flead of pofieffing the firft place in the ^ilembly of the ftates, 
were forced to yield the precedency to tBc*^bifhops, and con- 
tent themfelves with an inferior ftation. '^^nttead ^)f three 
diocefes, the provinces now faw themfel^^ s e.^iumbered 
with no Icfs than fevcntcen ; of which arch- 

biihoprics, that of Mechlin being given t^^ardinal Granvele 
with the dignity and authority of primate. I'he infe- 
rior clergy exclaimed againft this proceeding, as an ufur- 
patiop of the rights of the church; the nobility called it an 
innovation dangerous to their liberty, by introducing fomany 
new members into the great council ; and the people mur- 
mured at this additional reftraint on liberty and confcience, 
by making fuch a number of fpiritual tribunals dependent 
on the king and the apoftolic fee. In Ihort, perfons of all 
ranks and degrees cried out againft the inquificion and the 
pew biflioprics, as a direct breach of the king’s oath. But 
pf all the difeontented ?^rty, only two particularly diftin- 
guilhed themfclyes^bjf their birth, their capacity, their alli- 
ances, ferf ices, friends, and employments thefe were fFil^ 
Jiam of Najfau^ prince of Orange ^ governor of Utrecht^ HoU 
land, and Zealand \ and count of Egmond, governor of 
glanders and Artohy who drew upon them the eyes of all 
Europe* The former was born ip Germany, of proteftant 
j^rents ^ bi^t having entered young into the fervice of Mary 
queen of Hmgary, zod afterwards into that of Charles Y. 
6c conformed to the religion of the court, became a greats 
favourite of thp emperor^s, and revived the moft fubftantial 
marks of copfidf nee and ^ipnd^ip. pount Egmond was 
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a native of the Netherlands^ and enjoyed the moft confide- i 
rable pofts) honours, and diftindions civil and military. 
He gained great reputation at the famous battle of St. 
tint and commanded in ohief when the vi^ry at Gravelm 
wae obtained. Thofe two perfons, very oppo&te in their 
chara£iers, were equa^y efteemed and beloved. William of 
Najfaii^ genius was better adapted to the cabinet than^he 
fi^ld ; he was prudent, penetrating, popular, and plaufible ; 
his eloquence was fpecious, and his difeernment happy in 
unravelling the moft myfterious intrigues and negociations. 
On the contrary, Egmond was a warrior, free in his fpeech, 
open in his conduct, familiar in his behaviour to the foldiers 
but too fmeere and honeft for a courtier. He publickly ex- 
prefled his refentment againft the late fevere edicts, the eftab- 
liihment of the inquifition, and the regulations made in the 
church; while the ^prince of Orange^ then a hoftage in 
France for the cxfXtition of the peace of Cambray^ difeovered 
the defijdi former by Henry II. ^nd king Philips of extermi- 
nating tih: proA'iftants, and gavt notice of it to his fiiends 
in the NeitA'i 

We have alrt^iy feen caufe fufficient for diftontent, but 
the public murmuring grew louder, when Philipps intention 
of fixing his refidence in Spain was known, when it was 
feen that he put the government of the Netherlands into the 
^ hands of the duchefs of Pannahis natural After, aflifted by 
the counfels of Granvele^ a detefted eccleflaftic ; that a de- 
mand of money was made for the fupport of the foreign 
troops, with which the provinces were opprefled ; and that 
Granvele^ in the king’s name, had, at the general alTembly of 
the ftates, in a particular manner recommended the perfe- 
cution of the proteftants, and made work for the inquifition. 
Before the, king’s departure the ftaus refpe<^fully petitioned 
that the foreign troops might be withdratWn, j Philip thence 
perceived that his defigns were fufpe£led : he pretended to 
approve of . the requeft i but inftead of complying, he refol- 
ved to prevaricate, by appointing the prince of Orange and 
count Egmond to the command of three thoufand Spanijh 
troops left in the country : both however refufed the em- 
ployment, as unconftitutional ; but the truth is, they af- 
pired ar the government of the Nrtherimds, and were cha- 
kgrined at the difappointment. What above all gave um- 
^age to the nobility, ms the elevation of cardmal Gran- 
vele^ in whofe hands me chL^f diredion of affairs were 
placed : they co^-ndt with temper behold the fuperiority 
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of a perfon of obfcure birtb\ an ambitious crafty church- 
inan, and furious zealot. Three councils were eftablilhed 
ziBrtfffelsy one to prefide over the laws and courts ofjuftice; 
a fecond to dire<S every thing refpefting peace or war ; and 
the third to manage the revenues :• but the duchefs of Parma 
was particularly ordered to confult Granvele in every mat- 
tcnl and place her chief confidence in that prelate p. 

/The duchefs no fooner arrived at Bruffels to enter upon 
tlte government, than complaints poured in upon her from 
the ccclefiaftics, againft the propofed eftablifhment of new 
biflioprics. She endeavoured toappeafe them with Toothing 
expreflions, refufed introducing the new bifhop at Aritiverp ; 
but faid, that the king’s orders muft be executed in all the 
other provinces. The people exclaimed againft the inqui- 
fition already beginning to excrcifc its tyranny. The prince 
of Orange and count blamed the cardinal, by whofe 

advice it was creded. Tftis prelate h^d likewifc incurred 
the difplcafure ofPhilip de 14ontmorency^ (?&j;nt Horn., for hav- 
ing obftrufted his promotidh to the government Guelder- 
land. They carried their grievances to the 'j^ove/'antc, and 
the prince of Orange ftrenuoufly infifted upjpn allembling the 
jftates general, to apply proper remedi^>Vo thofe diforders, 
which muft infallibly deftroy the conftitution, and overturn . 
the government. Granvele oppofed this propofition with 
violence j which determined -the prince of Orange.^ count 
Egmofid^ and count Horn to write to the king, that the only 
poffible means of reftoring the tranquillity of the provinces, 
was by removing the cardinal, whofe infolencc rendered 
him odious to the people. They promifed, if their requeft 
was granted, to fupport the crown, the governante, and the 
eftabliflied religion, with all their power and influence. 
Philip long deferred returning an anfwer to this letter; at 
hft he replied, that it vi^as not ufual with him to remove his 
minilters, without fiilFering them to give an account of their 
condudl. ^fle added, that he (hould be glad to have a more 
explicit account of the tranfad^ions in the Lovu Countries ; 
he invited either of the noblemen to Spain for that purpofe, 
and aflured them of a favourable reception. An anfwer fo 
general and unfatisfaftory, obliged the prince, Egmondy and 
Horn,, to write again in a more prefling ftrain, and acquaint 
the king, that they could not with honour aflift at the/ 
council, while they were expofed to the infults of the car- 
dinal. Philif^ anfwer was fo gra^^bus, that they vs^ere en- 
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couraged to pafe fuch affronts ,and mortifications on Gyanvele^ 
as obliged him to redre to Spain a condud which the king 
never forgave *1. . 

Cardinal Gr^7?ivf//s<irefignation did not produce the 
qxpeftpd effeft- Figtius and count BarlamonU t^vo of his 
creatures, were admittjjd into the council of ftate. They 
poffeffed the governantVs confidence ; and trod exaftlyjn 
the cardinars footfteps. They pu&ed on the inquifitionjto 
perfecutions, fiigmatized the principal nobility as difaffed;* 
ed heretics, and broke out into the moil ungovernable zeal 
for the catholic religion. Their violence appeared fo un- 
feafonable, that one of Philipps minifters reprefented to him 
the danger of a general revolt of the provinces, unlefs the 
rigour and feverity of the inquifition were mitigated ; to 
which that prince replied, He had rather be without fub- 
** jedls, than be a k^ng of heretics.'” Agreeable tothefe 
fentiments, he pubi^fticd the decrees of the council of Trent 
in all his jlominions, ordering t^iey fliould efpecially be en- 
forced in Lovj Caunirm^ nofeWithftanding they were dia- 
mctricallj'' dj^pofke to the rights and liberties of the pro- 
vinces. It is prince of Orange gave offence by the 

icmonilrances he made on this head ; it is certain, that the 
propofal for invefting the council of ftate with the whole 
, power, and abolilhiiig the two other councils, in which Vig^ 
lius and Barlaimont had great influence, met with violent 
oppofition. The divifions produced in the council by this 
mocion, the difficulty of eftablilhing the decrees of the 
council of Trent^ and the bold fpirit of the people, who 
had wrefted out of the hands of the inquifition certain per- 
fons condemned to bo burnt for herefy, greatly difturbed and 
‘embarraffed the duchefs of Parma. She approved of the 
fcheme fuggefted in council of fending count Egmond into 
Spain^ to inform Philip of the ftate’ oi^ affairs j but the 
prince of Orange remarked, that it was of the utrnoft con- 
fequence the count fhould have clear and explicit in- 
ftruflions ; by which he was thought to poinf’at Vigliusy 
nominated to attend the ambaffador. Egmond was well re- 
ceived, the king remitted the rigour of the edi(Sls and of the 
inquifition ; all tumults and difeontents were appeafed, the 
nrince of Orange and his friends were confulted by the gover^ 
Yaante in the condu£l of affairs ; and (he, in return, was 
obeyed and honoured. T^c prince ofOrangjgy however, en- 
tertained fufpicions aJiN^t the* fincerity of this change in 
the^king’s difpofitiops even declared publickly, that 
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Egmniyivi either over*reached by the policy, or bribed by 
the moiiey of the court of Sfein. 

The prince’s conjedures, w|^ refped to the latter, were 
* 5 ^ 5 * too well founded ; in the beginning of the following year, 
. . „ the queen-mother of France., and her fon Charles IX. had a 

^Jnference with Ife^eUa queen of’ Spain, at Bayonne', the 
patini the afltfted, and it was pretended that this inter- 

. view had no other objed than a tender expreflion of We 
tamt, between the mother and her children ; though it was 
flirewdly fufpcflied, that the extirpation of the proteftants 
of France and the Netherlands was here concerted. The 
prince of Orange made the firft difeovery, which was after- 
wards confirmed by an acknowledgment, that religion for- 
med a part of the fubjeft of the conference ; and by the 
king’s letters to the duchs^s of Parma, difclaiming the inter- 
pretations put on his inft^flions to 1?-^nt Egmond ; order- 
ing that the decrees of thetcouncil of T^nt, and the imperial 
edids, (hould be ftri£lly oKerved ; that the utm<^b ailinance 
of the civil power Ihould be given to the inqudfition ; and 
that all heretics fhould be put to death .without remiffion. 
Aftonifhment and dread firft appeareinn every face, upon 
the publication of the ediAs ; rage fucceeded, written libels 
were publiflied, bold fpeeches uttered, and dangerous cabals 
formed againft the governOient. The public indignation 
was increafed by the terrible fpedlacles every day prefented 
by the inquifition, of men perifliing in the flames on ac- 
count of religion. The conftancy of the fufFerers ftrongly 
moved the paffions of the beholders, weakened the opinion 
of their guilt, heightened the deteftation of the punilhers, 
A. D. and infpired them with fentiments of revenge. Openmuti- 
1 566. nies of the citiuns in feveral towns appeared, the prifons were 
j, . , forced, and the .vnltappy convidls refeued out of the hands 
r/fer- ^xecutioner. A confederacy of the nobility was 

never to fufter. the inquifition in the Netherlands, 
eainfi the vnder theoforce of edidls, vifits, commiffions, or any other 
inqvfi- fhapn or denomination this terrible tribunal foould aflurne, 
tioK. at being contrary to all laws facred and prophane, and the 
moft arbitrary^ execrable, and iniquitous fpecies of tyranny- 
ever deviled or invented by human genius, fruitful in wicked 
.expedients. The confederacy became general, and w^ 
Aibfcribed by a multitude of catholics as well as proteftants ; 
by npbles and burghers, merchants, tradefinen, and pea- 
fants.* 

* Grot. 1. i. p. 20* Le Clerc> L i.V. 7, 
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So unei^peQed and formidable' a (hew of reliftance dif- A. D. 
cflAcerted the duchefs of Parma s (he found that all refolu- 
tions of force and rigour would be unfafe for the govern- 
ment» now too weak to enforce them by the weight of 
authority. The confederiites, headed by Henry de Bredeur 
delcendetl from the old earb of HoUand^ ahd much 
refpe£led in the country^, went in a body to BruJJils^ and^n 
bold terms petitioned the govern^ite to abolifh the inqui- 
fition, and recal the ediAs againft liberty of confcience. It 
was difputed in the council of Hate whether they (hould 6 e 
admitted to an audience ; but jtheir numbers were fo fofmi- 
dal)Ie, as to render a denial hazardous. The duchefs ufed^ 
every poifible means to appeafe the confederates \ but they 
infifted fo peremptorily on the terms of the petition, that (he 
was forced to difmifs them wirh an abfolute promife they, 

(hould be granted ; for whicl^ purpofe (he immediately 
employed all her ^tereft withithe king. In the mean 
time, ftriA injundlions were laidpn the inquilition, n^t to 
perfiil in their perfecution of h^refy. Sir William Temple 
alledges, th?^f Philips in confequence of the govcrnante*s rc- 
monftrances, granted all that was required, but too late ; 
all other hiftorians'^iiturm, that he was inflexible, and the 
duchefs could procure no better conditions than that ther 
heretics (hould henceforth he hanged inftead of being burned. 

Even this appeared a concefliorj unworthy of the king ; the 
royal name was therefore foi^bid to be ufed.‘ 

Before the confederates proceeded to extremities, they 
fcnt deputies to Madrid ; but according to Bentivoglio^ they the 
were rcfufed admittance into the king’s prefence. It appears petiticu of 
however, from circumftances, that they found means of repre* the tunfe* 
fenting to the king and council, that the difturbances in the derates. 
Lew Countries arofe from the deteftation in which people of 
all degrees held the inquifition. Tncir rjmonftranccs pro- 
duced no other eiFe£t than a kind of promife couched in 
equivocal terms ; and it was foon perceived that tKe gover- 
nante had cxprcfs orders to refume her feverity, ^nd punifli 
with the utmoft rigour every deviation from the eftablifhed 
religion. Irritated with this condu£f, the people broke out 
)into open afts of rebellion j in fcveral towns of Flanders^ 

Holland^ and Utrecht^ the mob aflTembled, deflroyed the 
^.hurches, palled down images, beat the officers of the in- 
quifltion, and committed a thoufand irregularities; the 
ciFefts of barbarous rage '•;nd brutifh refentment : IKll how- 
ever the nobility and j^e wealthy inhabitants kept them- 
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feives within bounds. They were unfatfafied with the go- 
vernment, but they dreaded the Gonfcquences of popu^to 
tumults as the greateft of misfortunes. Many of them 
ted their councils and forces with thofe of the governefs, 
to fupprefj the feditious and turbulent humour of the peo« 
pic. The prince of Orange and count Egmond were the 
chj^f inftruments of the repofe that enfued. Their mode- 
raAon, authority, and the veneration in which they were 
he:d, operated fo powerfully, that had the government ma^e 
but reafonable conceflions, the public tranquillity might 
have again been reitored, and the afFedions of the Flemings 
. ir<.gained“. 

fubmiflion of the people ferved only to augment the 
fecurity of the government. A new oath of allegiance was 
r>'t r., ?iow adminiltred by the governante, and all perfons obliged 
Ccj,a,« to Iwcar they would regard, as traitors and enemies to their 

ny- country, all whom the kiqg fliould think proper to pro- 

feribe. Egmond^ and greatS^ numbers of the nobility, took 
the oath ; but the prince of^Orauge refufed to alter the ufual 
form required by the laws of his country. He faid it would 
be unnattiral in him to fwcar the deftruftion of his wife 
rnd family who were proteftanls, and opybnfequence in the 
oiiinber of the proferibed. In the mean time, the promife 
made by the governante was v/holiy ncj^ledcd. The per- 
jbeeti'm went on with redoubled violence; the fury of the. 
’t.quifirion foenied enraged by the iiiort fufpcnfion of their 
:iurii<^rity. 'rhoufands of wretches groaned under the cx- 
fienoity of torture, and breathed their laft in bitter execra- • 
tions poured out on the authors of their misfortunes. Troops 
were levied to fupport their diabolical tyranny, and the re- 
i'olut.on was taken at court to fend the duke of Ava with 
ten thoufand veterans to put the laft hand to the miferics of 
the people, and thn 4?rpotifm of the court. Upofi advice of 
this final frefolution, the prince of Orange^ count Brmrode^ 
count Hoogjiradcy followed by great numbers of the nobi- 
lity and peapic, retired into Germany^ apprehending they 
could not remain in fafety. under a government fuppotted 
by violence and the fword 

flAD FhWi^ now granted a general amnefty, it is more 
than probable he might have ftill commanded the refped: 
of the people ; but it appeal's that he was not fatil- ^ 
tied with enjoying his pofleftioiis in tranquillity; he muft’' 
punifti his headftrong fubjei^j with ^ the lofs «« -their privi- 
leges. The duke of Alva^ with t^?, troops deftined for 

Le Clerc, lib. i. p, i8. * Id. ibid. lib. i. p. 29. 



or Reptihlic 

the N^herhnds^ embarked at Boredom on the 20 th of May. a. D. 
The army was compofed of the beft &p<mijh and Italian fol- ' i efiy, 
diers, commanded by the moft ex^rienced officers which 2"// duke 
the wars of Charles V. and Philip II. had bred up in Europe, Alva 
Thefc on their arrival weie joined by two thoufant^ Germans im 
raifed by the duchefs of Parma during the late commotions, 

Such a force, under fcP renowned a general as the dukc^of 
Alvoy a man haughty, morofc, fevere and cruel in his dilho- ^herlands. 
ritk>n, could not but terrify the inhabitants, who beheld thife 
vaft preparations with aftonifhment, fubmiffion and defpair. 

From the charafter of Jlvoy the princefs of Parma forefaw* 
that he would aflame the chief authority, though his conr ^ 
miffion extended no further than the fupreme command of 
the army. She endeavoured but too late to divert the 
king’s Intention of fending an army into the Netherlandsy 
afliiring him that all was now iii perfect tranquillity, the he- 
retics cither in cuftody or banifliment, and fufficient gam- 
fons in all the towns. She repr^^fented the outrage offered 
by the prefence of fuch a milit;ary force to the privileges 
of the provinces ; but Philips who regarded thefe privileges 
as chimeras, purfued his refolution y. 

On the duke’s afirval at Brujfdsy the governante received 
him civilly, and told him that if the prince of Orayige aiui 
the lords of his party were treated with lenity, Ihe was per- 
fuaded they would continue fi/m in their loyalty ; but fucii 
meafures were not agreeable? to the proud Spaniard. He im- 
mediately made public, the powers vefted in him ,by the 
king, whence it appeared that the authority of the gover- 
nance was greatly retrenched. Aiva had not only the coni ' 
mand of the troops, but the prefidency of the councils of 
ftatc, juftice, and the finances. He had the right of pu- 
nifliing or pardoning crimes, and of rewarding all who had 
faithfully fi?l*ved the king. In a v/orJl, chief in every 

thing,, civil and military, and the duchefs of was re- 

duced p a mere cypher. He begun his government with 
remo^ng the edifls againft thfe reformifts, and exerting the 
full p6wer of the inquifition. Inflcad of the ordinary judges, 

Alva eftablilhed a council of twelve, to take cognizance of ^ 

•the late tumults, and punifh with the utinoft rigour all who 
were fufpe<l3;ed on account of their religion. The cruelty 
^ ^f this tribunal foon gained it the appellation of the bloody " 
council. One Vergas^ a Spani^ lawyer, was fct up at the 
he^ of this«miquitou3 j^oancil,^ and it became a proverbial 
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exprciSon in JSpain, 7hat the gangrene in the Low Qoun- 
^ txw required the Uen knife of To this extraordi- 

nary board was ccMumitted the care of mortifying at pleafure 
the rights and privileges of the province. It annihilated the 
authority of the council of ftate,^ which never afterwards 
met but iff the duke^s chamber. All who had prefented pe- 
titions, requefting that the feverity <^f the religious cdifts 
mifrht be mitigated, were treated as traitors. Thofe who, 
frcm the neceffity of the times, had connived at the prote- 
ftaiit aflemblies, were regarded and punifhed as heretics. 
But blood alone was not the objed of this tribunal \ it con- 
^^Ccated the eftates of every one, convifted of any tendency 
to fchifm, or of fhewing the lead favour to the reformifts. 
Part was appropriated to the crown, the greater portion 
went into the pocket of the duke of Alva^ and was afligned 
as a reward for the barbariyr.of the judges. The towns in 
vain lamented the breach of their charters, the people of 
their liberties, and the Knrights of the Golden Fleece of 
the privileges of their ordes. Their murmurs were mut- 
tered only in whifpers ; the terror of the new council feemed 
for a time to have deprived them of the fpirit of refent- 
ment. Multitudes of people retired of the province 
into places of fecurity 5 and the duchefs of Parma was at 
length forced to acquaint the king, that above an hundred 
thoufand perfons had, in a fe^f' days, withdrawn with their 
7hedu- efFedls and money ; that the coratry would be quite depo- 
thefs of pulated, and that as a governante would then be unncccf- 
Farma re- begged leave to refign before (he (hould have the 

mortification and difgrace of being left alone in the Nether- 
lands. Her requeft was readily granted, and the whole 
power given to the duke of Alva^ with the fame titles and 
badges of authority the princefs enjoyed. 

One of the duke’s firft exertions of the fdprem'* authority 
was the imprifoiiirn^nt of the counts Egmond and Horn. 
The prince of Orange j his brother, count Lewis of NaJfduj 
the QOMnU^^Hoogftrotey Bergue, Guylembergj Brederode^ and 
others, were cited to appear in fix weeks 5 but they re- 
fufed to acknowledge the authority of the citation, which 
determined the duke of Aha to condemn them as guilty of 
treafon. Not contented with thefe procefTes againA the no- 
bility, he heightened, if poflible, his cruelty to the pepple. ^ 
Several proteftants condemned of attending their religiouit 
meetings, were dragged by horfes, with their h^nds tied be- 
hind, to the place of execution, they ended their lives 

« Strada, lib. vii. Grot, lib, ii, p?‘ ^o. Le Clerc 
Kb. it. p. 15. ^ 
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in .the moft excruciating tortures. The declarations of the 
inquii^cor*general of Spain^ and the king's edicts, confirm- 
ed and approved all that had been done by the duke of Alva ; 
whence it appears that hi^ barbarity was not entirely the ca- 
price of his own inhumanity, but of the inftrujlions of a 
mercilcfs and proud prince, fet at too great a diftance from 
his fubje(Sts to feel thefr misforunes. In a word, the king 
was inflexible in his determinations to root out herefy, aaid 
deprive the provinces of their privileges j Alva was the crlel 
minifter of his purpofes. The new army was fierce, bra\c 
and infolent, defiring nothing fo much as a civil war, in] 
which they might enrich and diftinguifli themfelves ; IKS' 
people were enraged, but overawed and unheaded ; all was 
fcifuie, confifeation, imprifonment, torture, blood, horror 
and defpair ; punifhments executed, and meditated revenge. 

Egtnond and Horn^ without regard to their quality, to their Co^znfs 
merit in the ferviees performed t!o the king and his fathcf, Egmond 
were publickly beheaded at Bruffeh^ with marks of igno- Horn 
miny more cruel than death, ^["he execution of Egmond^P'^^ 
and the confifeation of the prince of Oranges eftate, the 
two great favourites QiJ the people, broke all patience. They 
jiow called aloud for revenge, invited the prince of Orange 
into their country, and feemed to iofe all dread of the vete- 
ran troops of Spain in the defire of recovering their liberty •*. 

I , In the mean time the princ^of Orange^ and his brother 
Lewis of Najfau^ were labouring to form alliances among 
the proteftant princes of Germany, He made ufc of every 
argument that could influence the underftanding or move 
the paffions ; he obtained promifes, but could raife only a 
handful of foldiers. He publilhed feveral manifeflos, which 
appeared fb ftrong and unanfwerable to the emperor Maxi* 
mt^ianj that he voluntarily fent an a^baflador to Spain^ ex- 
horting the Icing to treat his fubjefls in iti^Netherlands with 
lefs rigour. The 'ambafly was haughtily received, Philip 
continued his perfecutions, and the prince of Orange his 
preparations to enter into the Low-Countries, It w9s thought ’ 5^*; 

advifeable to divide the Spanijh forces, by making excurfions 
on every fide. A detachment of Germans^ in the fervice of ^ 

^he prince, attempted to penetrate into Brabant^ and fur- 
. prife Ruremondj but they were defeated by a corps detached 
^i^ainft them by the duke of Alva, Another party, chiefly 
French^ were preparing to pufli into Artois^ on the fide ofP/- thcrlands. 
tardy^ when tHlR^!officers arrofied by order of Charles IX. 
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c Ltivis of Najfau was at firft more fuccefsful rn Frifelmd^ 
of which count dArembirg was governor. His defign was 
to gain poiTcffion of Groningen^ but he was oppofed by 
the count at the head of a body of Spanijh forces. Lewis 
eiicampechin an advantageous pofi ; but the Spanijh foldiers, 
who defjpifed his raw undifciplined ari^, attacked him con- 
trary to the opinion of the count. ® They were defeated, 
an^d Aremberg^ with above fix hundred foldiers, killed. In 
tms adion fell Adolphus of Najfau^ the greateft lofs wlrich 
tie reformifts fuftained. Count Megm was immediately 
j^difpatched to Groningen^ to colleA the fcattcred remains of 
che Spanijh army ; and his vigilance prevented Lewis of Najfau 
from drawing any important confequences from his vidory 

The duke of JUva was greatly chagrined at this firft check 
to his power, and refolved to march in perfon to revenge 
the infult. A general mufter of his army was made in every 
part, and he appeared fo^; formidable, that the counts of 
Najau and Hoogjlrate were forced to retire to the banks of 
the river Ens^ where they^pofted themfelves in a fituation 
which would have proved impregnable, had not the duke of 
Alva\ expedition prevented their cuV’«jg. down the dykes, 
and the fcarcity of money excited a mutiny in their army. 
Thus labouring under uniurmountable difficulties, they were 
attacked and eaiily defeated by the duke, who put to the 
fword all who fell into his haiids. The whole infantry were 
cut in pieces, the cavalry was laved by the condud of count 
Schauwenberg^ count Lewis efcaped in a fmall filhing-boat, 
and the baggage and artillery were taken by the enemy, 
whofe lofs was very inconfiderable ^ 

All this while the prince of Orange was moving towards 
the frontiers of the Netherlands with an army of 28,000 
men, which he had tsvied upon bis credit. After paffing 
the Rhine zndiMtfette^ and raifing contributions in Aix la 
Cbapelleis he deleated a party of Spaniards at Noiteim. From 
thence he fent a defiance to the duke of Alva at Maejlricht ; 
but the difxe ordered the trumpeter to be hanged, and re- 
turned no anfwer. The prince’s fuperiority obliged him to 
zA defenfively ; the lob of a battle he was fenfible would 
be attended with the lofs of the Netherlands^ and the fcar> 
city of money he knew muft foon difperfe the prince’s army. , 
He contented himfelf with defending the palTages of the 
Meufe ; but the prince.found means to elude all his endea- 
vours. Had he, upon croffing tt.f,^river, (hauenly attacked 

^ Id. ibid. Temple, c. i« « Le^^lerc, lib. i. V- ’7- 
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the duke, it is probable he might have Aicceeded ; but the 
foldiers being wet and fatigued, he halted a night to refrcfh 
them, gave the enemy time to recolleft themfelves, and 
even fo to fortify their camp, as rendered an attempt extreme- 
ly hazardous. It was obvidlis that the prince intended to pe- 
netrate into Brabant. The reduction of any towift in this 
province would have g«iatly forwarded his affairs, arid the 
duke of Alvn took all due precautions to, obftrufl: his pro- 
grefe. He fortified Tilhmmt^ Louvain^ and Brujfelsy aili 
confiderably augmented their garrifons, at the fame tinfe 
that he cut off all provifions, and extremely harraffeJ tic 
prince’s army. He baffled the prince’s defign of feizing up%* 
on Tongreiy but could not prevent his receiving fuccours and 
feficffljTient at S/. TTrohy and gaining the frontiers of Bra» 
bewt. Here feveral Ikirmiflies, but nothing decifive, paffed 
be tween the armies. While they, lay encamped at no great 
cliftance, the prince, on receiving advice that the prince of 
Connie had fent him a body of 4000 auxiliary foot and 500 
horfe, advanced towards ^udotgne to effe£b a Jun£lion* In 
crofflng the GeaUy his rear was sfttacked by AlvOy and after 
an obftinate conflict totally defeated and difperied. This 
check, and the death' qo\xx\X, Hoogjiratey mortally wounded 
in the action, damped the ardour of his foldiers; they de- 
ferted in crowds, and he was prevented by this and a va- 
riety of other crofs accidents, fiom eflabliming winter-quar- 
ters in the Low Countries, hi the end, he was forced to 
dilba-nd his army, and return into Francey whence he after- bands bh 
wards returned to Germany^. aimy. 

Now was the duke of Aha at full liberty to afl at plea- 
fure. After entering in triumph, he caufed dili- 1^69. 

gent fearch to be made after all who had been afflfling to 
the prince of Orange. He deftroyed the prifoners taken in 
the laft campaign by the fword, chet^alter^ by fire, and by 
water ; his fuccefs only incrcafed his infolence and (rucity ; 
he now projected nothing lefs than the whole extirpation of 
the reformed religion, by means the mod barbarous and in- 
human } of enflaving the provinces, by erecting citadels in 
all the towns and cities, and of rendering himfelf defpotic 
^nd arbitrary. He began with building a flrong citadel in 
Amjierdam. The city in vain reprefented its privileges, and 
\he prejudice which commerce rauft fudain frojn a military 
government. But the duke was deaf to all except pecuni- 
ary argunient«iqiia large fujji of nioney was given him, and 
the projeeWaid afide. duke’s iiifolent vanity irritated 

• 
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Nt^vCrm- the people more than his cruelty or avarice. He ordered hi» 
i ftatue to be ereSed in the citadel, built at Antwerp^ to en- ' 
ihe Low (lave this populous, rich, and commercial city. Here he 
Loan- ^as figured treading upon the uecks of two fmaller ftatues 

tries. repr^lcnted the two eftates of the Low Countries. So 

public an infult created univerfal j^ifeontent, and roufed a 
i’pirit of revenge in the people, which foon received addi- 
t'onal fuel. The duke demanded larger fup plies for the 
fipport and reward of his victorious troops than ever 'had 
yeen granted. Aflembling the ftates at BruJJels^ he required 
;.he hundredth part of every man’s eftate (hoiild be immedi- 
ately fecured to the government, to anfwcr the prefent oc- 
cafions ; and that for the future, a tenth of all the mer- 


chandize, and a twentieth part of all immoveables, fhould 
be annually levied as a ftanding revenue. Fear obliged the 
itates, after a feint refiftalice, to grant the firit. Whatever 
inconveniencies might attend the payment of fo large a fum, 
as the hundredth part of the whole wealth of the Nether^ 
lands^ yet it was but temporary \ whereas the annual tax on 
trade and eftates would be a perpetual intolerable burthen, 
to which they refolved never to a4^«iit. Ui>on the duke’s 
perfifting, they petitioned the king by deputies, but obtain- 
ed no redrefs. The duke employed jijomifes and threats to 
enforce his demands, but tlie ftaies remained fixed and un- 
alterable. Inccnfed at their rpfiftancc, he fent the regiment 
of Lombardy and feveral companies of Spafiljl) foot, to live 
at free quarters in the province of Utrecht, He altered the 
names of tythes and twentieths^ for other terms lefs odious ; 
but the people were not to be gulled out of their property 
by fo thin a varnifh. The year was drawn out in difputes, 
altercations, menaces, piomifes, and fupplications ; but no- 
thing was concluded, - the duke was inflexible, and the pro- 
vinces determirild^*®. 


sMidi i:Jis Als fituation of affairs, admiral Coligni advifed the 
if ptivo prince of Orange to fit out a fquadron of privateers to cruife 
icEf's fitted o\\ the Spanijh and Flemijh merchants, feize upon the fupplies 
*. ’// Ly the of money fent to the Netherlands^ and thereby raife a fund 
Rtfioftji- for the fupport and maintenance of an army. The poverty 
of the reformifts, who had but few refourccs from private 
contributions, was the greateft difficulty they had to en- 
counter. In hopes of remedying this evil, the prince ^.p- 
proved of the proje6f, and a fquadron was equipped under 
Adrian de Bergues^ Lanceht de Brylcrode^ ^’Albert d* Egmond^ 
and feveral more of the prince’s ^Ui.'^rents. In a fhort time 


« Id. f*43‘ Le Clerc, lib. i. 39. 
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they took an infinity of merchant-men, and even defeated • 
fome of the king’s fquadrons ; but as no regular plan for 
faving the profits was concerted, they greatly annoyed the 
Spanijh commerce, but co»tributed little to forward the de- 
figns formed by the prince of Orange, This (hoalt)f priva- 
teers went by the name^f Gueux^ or fea-beggars ; their num- 
ber daily increafed, and they became the terror of Spain and 
the Netherlands, However Accufable the firft defign of tl^ 
prince of Orange might have been, certain it is, that an iir 
proper ufe was made of the commifiions he granted. Th 
captains of (hips paid no regard to flags ; their foie aim wa 
the acquifition of wealth, in which purfuit friends and ene- 
mies were plundered without diftinflion. Commerce was 
entirely ruined, and their depredations were no lefs pernicious 
to their country, than the defpojtifin and cruelty of the duke 
of Alva 

To the calamities confequent on the licentioufnefs of the 
Gueuxy was added another, to which the maritime provinces 
of tht Netherlands 2LX^ expoled. Terrible floods 

broke in, overturned the dykes, and overflowed the lands, 
fwceping before them- liteir houfes and cattle. The catholics 
attributed the misfortune to the vengeance of the faints, for 
the indignity lately put on their images by heretics ; and the 
proteftants, with juft as niucl^reafon, called it a judgment 
ftom heaven, on the oppreflV)n, the tyranny, and the barba- 
rity^of the court of Spainy2iX\A her infernal rninifters^. 

All the laft year the prince of Orange was making prepa- A. D. 
rations for levying an army, to oppofe the violent meafures 1571. 
of the duke of Alva, and refeue his country from impending 
deftrudion. His agents were employed in all the provinces 
to raife fubferiptions of money. The fame methods were 
ftill continued in Holland, Zealand, atid Utrecht, The latter 
province was conflderably over-awed b^ fbe ftrong citadel, 
and numerous forces ; but an infinity of evils, to ^lich the 
.granny of the government expofed it, attached t^e inclina- 
tions of the inhabitants more ftrongly to the prince of 
Orange 

While the country was impoverifhed and ruined by the The edi.^i 
*Jate exorbitant tax of a hundredth penny, by the dreadful in- fcrle^vyhrg 
undation, by the licentioufnefs of the privateers, and other /he taxes, 
ilnisfortunes, the duke of Alva, impatient of farther delay, puhhjljed. 
ordered the concerning the tythe on merchandize, and 
tv\?entieth ^enny on imnj^Veables,' to be publifhed at Brujfds, 

♦ ^ROT. Hb. ii. 36, 37. » Le Clerc, lib. ii. p. 25. 
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The people refufe to pay^ the foldlers levy by force, trades*** 
men (hut up their {hops, the peafants forbear the markets, 
and the utmoft fcarcity prevails if^the cities. Terrified with 
thefe appearances, the ftates offer to pay a fiibfidy of two 
millions of florins ; but nothing vjould fatisfy the enraged 
duke but the tax, in the manner he propofed. In Bri^els 
tbe drum beat to arms, and ordd^s were ilTued immediately to 
bung up all who refufed compliance. The officers and 
^lards were preparing to execute the inhuman mandate, 
y^hen advice arrived of tjie furrender of the in the 

ifland of Voorrii^ at the entranoe of the Meufe^ to the Gueux. 
Ijumey^ who commanded the Orange fquadron, made a de- 
{cent on the ifland with forty (hips, deffroyed the churches, 
broke the images, and executed the prieffs, but offered no 
violence to the other inhabitants ^ (A) 


> Grot. Annal. p. 39. 


(A) As the reader may be 
curious to know the origin of 
the term Gueux^ and farther par- 
ticulars relating to the people 
called by that name, the follow- 
ing fliorc account niajf prove 
entertaining. When Breoerede 
delivered his petition againil the 
inquifldon to the duchefs of 
farma^ his attendants, appear- 
ing mean in their deaths and 
apparel, were called in derifion 
by the courtiers Gueuxt or beg- 
gars, The name was foon after 
applied to the wh<(ie#party, and 
comprehended all who differed 
from the doflrines of the church 
Rome, ^he cruelty of Jlva 
and the inquiution had forced 
them to retire, in multitudes, 
out of the provinces. Many of 
the poorer, and more defperate, 
had fled into the woods, lived 
by rapine and plunder, and up- 
on the prince df Orangeh firft 
cefcenc fallied from their holds 
and faflnings, doing incredible 
mifehief to the Spa?:iards and 
duke’s forces. When the 
fcheme fuggefled by admi- 


ral Coligniy of railing money by 
crw2qf;,9pon the Spaniards, the 
Gueux eni barked in the enter- 
prife, compofed the body of the 
feamen, and were the moff im- 
placable enemies of the duke 
'cf Aha and the whole Spanish 
nation. Firft they were pom- 
manded by the count St, Mark, 
and maintained tolerable order. 
They fheltered, watered, and 
fold their prizes in creeks and 
fmall harbours of England, tho’ 
prohibited by queen EUzahth, 
then at peace witK king PI tUp ; 
fometimes in the rivers, creeL% 
and ports of FrifelavA, In lime 
they confined themfelves not u 
captures only, but feized 
upon the fhipping of all nations, 
giving for a reafon, that they 
were excluded as enemies from" 
their ports. In their defeent on 
the Brick thiy carried the town 
by affaulc, openly profeffed the 
reformed reli^on, declared a- 
gaiftft ijic taxes ancT tyraruiy of 
the Spnwjh government, and 
Nid the of the re- 
volt that ’v enfued in 
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However unimportant the conqueft of fo inconfiderable D. 
a place ‘might appear, it alarmed the duke of Alva^ and pro- 1 572. 
duced the moft extravagant rejoicings in Brujpls. The duke The duke 
regarded it as the harbinger of further oppofition, he dropped ^ Alva is 
h:s taxes and executions for the prefent, and diligently ap- oppofed. 
plied himfelf to fuppre^ the growing fpirit of rebellion. He 
withdrew the garrifon from BruffeU^ and detached it, under 
rhg command of Maximilian tfermin BoJJity againft the 
Gueux. This officer, endeavouring to force the Briel^ vlis 
defeated by the Orange faction, and forced to retire with la 
to the ifland of Beyerland. Trifling as this viftory miJ 
feem, it ferved to animate the deprefled fpirits of the enen^ 
to the government. The prince of Orange^ fenfible of the 
advantage of pofleffing this ifland, exhorted the nobility of 
his party to fortify and garrifon it ; his orders were obeyed, 
by which means he foon becanie matter pf Delfshaben^ a 
town fituated on the oppoflte banks of the Meufe. It appears 
cd in 5 ^/s retreat how unpopular the duke of Alva was in 
every part of the country. Dor/lrecht fliut its gates againft 
him. Rotterdam refufed to admit his troops; but Bopi ob- 
taining permiffion, tK^t they (hould pafs through in feparate, 
finall divifions, feized the gates, and began a general maf- 
facrc of the inhabitants. Four hundred fouls periflied by the 
I'word, the town was pillagcd^^thc women raviflied, and every 
*poffib!e of barbarity and inhumanity committed. Retri- 
l2^fion was foon made by the enemy. Alva had detached 
OJJorio d" Angulo^ with a body of forces, to fecure Flujhingy a 
confiderablc port in Zealand^ and to ere6l a citadel. The 
inhabitants denied OJforio admittance, Ihut their gates, and 
feized Pacaneo^ a famous engineer, who had come to meafure 
the ground where the citadel was to be eredSed. Apprehend- 
ing that attempts would be made tc^force them to fubmiltton, 

4:hey petitioned Lumey^ admiral of the Glteux^ for affiftance ; 
and he furniflied them with two hundred men,«under the 
command of captain Trejlong. On the arrival of this rein- 
forcement, the Spanijh engineer was hanged, alld an unfuc- 
cefsful attempt made to furprife Middleburghj the capital 
of the ifland of JVakheren. Not difpirited by this difappoint- 
ment, the Zealanders affiduoufly profecuted their cruizes upon 


•fcveral towns of Holland^ Zea- Philip revoked, and allegiance 
land^ and W^^rtfeland^ where was fworn to the prince of Orange 
"'the were ex- (i). 

pelted, oaths of ^>ddity to 
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the Spaniards, and obtained fo much v/ealth as purchafed large 
ftorc of arms and ammunition at Antwerp. Joined by great 
liumbers of EngHJh and Scotch adventurers, they ventured to 
attack the duke of Medina Casli, fpnt with a ftrong fquadron 
to fucccc^thc duke Alva in the government of the Nether-^ 
lands Such was the fury and impetuohty of their onfet, 
that the duke was completely defeated, a great number of 
his (hips were taken, and a booty, amounting to near a mil- 
licm oflivres, carried oft' by the Zealanders. 

/Nfclecting the marine was not the leaft of the errors 
emnmitted during theduke of^/Ws adininiftration. This he 
libw endeavoured to repair, ordering a fquadron of fhips to be 
equipped at Amjlerdam, to bridle the mfolence of Lumey and 
the Zealanders, while he bulled himfelf in raifing an army to 
oppofe the prince of Orange and Lewis de Najfau, who were 
making great preparations in Germany and France. To aug- 
ment the army in the field, he had draughted moft of the 
garrifons. By this means the prince’s friends gained poflef- 
jfion of North Holland ; and Lewis de Najfau was projefting a 
fcheme to furprife Mons, with the inhabitants of which he 
held a fecret correfpondence. The dffign fucceeded, which 
emboldened moft of the cities and towns in Holland to declare 
ggainft the government. The count de Bergues gained over 
feveral cities in Overyjpl, Giielderland, and Frifeland. In a 
word, the revolt became fo general, that the duke of Ahca 
foon found he could not long refift the torrent. He now,, 
when too late, publiflied an edidl to appeafe the people, let- 
ting fojrth, that he would confent to remit the moft op- 
preffivc taxes, if the ftates could fuggeft any other means of 
raifing the neceflary fupplies. He convoked the ftates - 
general to meet at the Hague, but his orders were now dif- 
regarded, and the ftate^ in contempt of his authority, af- 
fembled at Dordrecht^ and invited deputies from the prince of 
Orange, the nobility, and the towns that had declared 
• againft the governor. Here money was raifed to enable the ^ 
prince of Orange to begin his march. His forces amounted 
to fifteen thpufand foot and feven thoufand horfe. He had 
promifed to advance three months pay, and was enabled to 
perform his engagements, by the liberality and public fpirit 
of the ftates-gcneral and the cities. Several regulations, re- 
fpe^ling the future fupport and government of the army, werer 
made on this occafion, and their proportions of the public 
expense affigned to the feveral provinces and^uies. It wa?- 
farther rcfolved, that nothing of importance flaould^c ^afnf- 
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afted without the privity and confent of the prince of Orangey ^ 
and that the prince, on his part, fhould not negociate a peace ^ 
with the king or his lieutenants, contrary to the fentimcnts of 
the ftates. In a word, tlje prince fhewed the addrefs with 
which he could manage and direct the people. V\£ithout the 
name of fovereign of tjjc provinces under his government, he 
poil'efied the authority. He prefided at all military opera- 
tions, by fea and land ; made and difpofed of offices at plea- 
fure; aflembled the ftates; and publiflied all ordonanlcs 
and regulations, relative to the prefent ftate of affairs, win- 
out contioul. However, he conducted matters with the «4 
mod delicacy, and ufed his power with great moderation, rti 
avoid giving offcitee to the free fpirit of the Hollanders. The 
popifti religion was banifhed the churches, and perfons of 
that perfualion were, with great caution, admitted into pub- 
lic employments. Not only theking^s revenue and church- 
ty thes were appropriated to the public fervice, but the eftates 
of thofc who remained firm in their loyalty* In fliort, the 
moft vigorous meafures were taken for refifting the tyranny of 
&patn^ and thofe perfons who had refufed the tythes to the 
government, voIunta.*nly fubferibed their all to fupport a party 
formed in defence of liberty *. 

While the ftates-gencral were employed in ways and The prince 
means to maintain an army, the prince of Orange advanced ^ O- 
•to Rure?nonde^ which he toqkhy aflault, on the refufal of the range’j 
city to fupply him with neceffaries. From thence he marched fucceffes* 

Brabant^ and raifed heavy contributions. He took Mech-- 
liny Oudenardcy and Dendermondcy and could not reftrain the 
exceft'es of the foldiers, who pillaged the churches^ maffacred 
the priefts, and committed other mocking barbarities. Next 
he approached to A^onSy befieged by the duke of jllva^ with 
defign, if^poffible, to engage him %p give battle. The duke 
baffled all his endeavours to force him^ ^d carried Mans by 
{capitulation ; but fuch was the popularity of the^aufe, and 
ythe prince of Orangey that the whole Spanijh iommxony lately 
fo infolent and exulting, was ready to expire iiPthe Nether-^ 
landsy had it not been revived by the maflacre of the protef- 
tants in Paris 

While the fate of Mens w'as depending, the ftates of 
Holland met at Haarlenty to deliberate on the defence of the 
^province and the profecution of the war. Amjierdam was in 
the enemie s haj ds, which greatly obftruded all their mea- 
fures. It A^^therefore determined to befiegc it, and the en- 
terprssfwas coinmittcd^to Lumeyy chief of the Gueux. After 
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^ putting the ftatcs to confidcrabic cxpencc, the projefl mif- 
carried, through Lwnef^ mifcondudl. Water was his ele- 
ment, but his vanity led him to difplay his abilities as a 
laiid-of&cer. He made regular approaches, and was foiled in 
every atteffipt ■**. 

A change The redudion of Mons^ and the d^reflion of fpirits con- 
in his af’ fcqueiit Oil the maflacre at Parh^ obliged the prince of 
favs cb- Orange to retire to Holland^ and encouraged Alva to invpll 
liys him Di'idermonde^ Oudmarde^ and Mechlin. The latter, being in 
to /<7^<lcondition to refift, opened its gates ; but the Spanijh Ibl- 
Hollaud. tjifrs chofe to fcalc the walls, to give an air of aflault to the 
enterpiiie, and countenance to the horrid b|rbaritics intended. 
Proteftants and catholics were maffacred wthout diftinfliion, 
the priefts were not facred, virginity was deflowered, and 
infants violated before the eyes of their bleeding parents. 
The town was pillaged, and the booty eftimated at four 
hundred thoufand florins. All the other towns were evacu- 
ated by the garrifons, and loaded with heavy impofitions by 
Aha, As to the prince, he had now removed the feat of war 
into the province of Holland \ only this province zwAZealand 
reofiained firm to their engagements ; fhe reft, ovcrvvheliiu.*d 
with confternation, capitulated on the beft terms they could 
procure from the government. However, the country being 
firong by its nature, and fitui^tion among the waters, and 
more fo by a fierce, rough, and fiurdy people, proud of their* 
ancient fame, recorded in the Roman ftory, of being the pb- 
Ifinate defenders of liberty, uneiiiafculated by trade and 
luxury, and the moft implacable enemies of Spanijh tyranny, 
it was determined to make the moft vigorous refiftance. 
Frederic de Toledo was difpatobcd by Alva to begin the opera- 
tions in Holland. He had already reduced 'Lutphen and 
Gueldtrland^ and, ^uflied^with fuccefs, appeared before Waer^ 
den, whiejj he fummbned to admit a garrifon. The burgher? 
replied, that they were intrufted by the king with the defenc/. 
of the placfp and could not receive a military force withouu^ 
violence to their privileges and engagements. They foon 
Waerden reafon to repent their firmnefs; the town was taken by 
tiMn, fiirprife, and all the burghers, aflembled in the great church, ^ 
to cake the oachs of fidelity to the king, wantonly butchered. 
Infants, old men, women, and the fick, were all put to the 
fword wiihout pity or remorfe ; and of all the barbarities hi-^ 
therto committed, this was the moft terribl*^^._^It was ima- 
gined that the terror infpired by fqch inftanc/=‘r o(^fcverij 3 ',’' 
woLiiJ reduce ihc people to obedience, and Giakc 
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nacy of the other towns. The contrary effeAs were pro-* 
duced s rage and dejpair took pofleifion of every breaft, and 
all determined to fuiter the laft extremitiest rather than fub- 
mit to fo cruel a tyranny. 

Having finilhed this tragedy, Frederic wen^ to Amjier- Haarlrm 
dam^ to deliberate vAth the officers of the army about the invcjlvd^ 
iiege of Haarlem. Here it was determined, before they 
[fl^oceeded to extremities, that the city of Amjierdam (hfeuld 
write to the magiilrates, exhorting them, in the moft pathe- 
tic terms, to fubmit, rather than incur the puniihment/ifv- 
flidled on PF'aerden. The council of Haarlem met to 
this letter into confideration. Some were for foliciting an 
immediate reinforcement from the prince of Orange \ and 
others, who apprehended th^ prince was too weak to afford 
the neceffary relief, were for making the beft terms poffiblc 
with the king. Thofe of the latter opinion were the ma- 
giftrates. Accordingly, without confulting the burghers, 
deputies were difpatched to Frederic to ftipulate conditions. 

In their abfcnce, Ripperday a gentleman of Frifelandy ftrongly 
attached jto the prince of Orange and the caufe of liberty, af- 
fembled the chief burghers, and fo animated them againft the 
Spaniards y that they refolved to ftand a fiege, and fuffer nil 
the horrors of war, rather than fubmit. They font to t])c 
prince of Orange^ to acquaiilt him with their determination, 
and to implore nffiftancc. *Four companies of Germans weie 
*^tachcd to reinforce the garrifon of Haarlem ; and the de- 
puties, on their return, were feized as traitors to the^r 
country, fent to the prince of Orange^ and by his order b< - 
headed. Frederic was prepared to compel the burghers t;> 
fubmiflion. On the 9 th of December he invefted the town, 
after carnring Sparendem fort by affault, with great lofs and 
flaughter of his foldicrs. A variety ofjenrors were committed 
fiji the attack, in the defence, and manner oQJuccouring 
' Haarlem. The affailants and defendants had equally fliewn 
themfelves ignorant of the art bf war, and implacable in thei 
refentment. Obftinacy fupplied the place of military know 
ledge j every difficulty was furmounted by dint of peiieve 
ranee; and both Tides fullained, with unparalelled cciiftanc) > 
the moft extreme hardfliips. Hunger and fatigue harrafied 
thebefieged ; cold and ficknefs pinched and deftroyed the be- 
fiegers. Not the rigours of the fevereft winter could oblif;^ 
them to rdlWBjbifh the enterprize ; Alva determined to pinbf r. 
tWtvJ^rghers of Haarlem at the expence of half his army. 

7Tie prince of Orange ufcd every expedient to relieve f*' .* 
towtiy bu# all by untoward ?.cu 
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dents, and the vigilance of the Spaniards ®. At laft, quite 
fpcnt with fatigue, dcrpairingof relief, weakened with Ioffes, 
and totally exhaufted of provifions and ammunition, the 
and taken burghers of Haarlem furrendered uppn more favourable terms 
than they ^ould well cxpe£l. A few only of the moft ob- 
ftinate were executed, the reft were pardoned, on taking an 
oath of fidelity, and paying an acknowledgment of fifteen 
thoufand florins fB). 

Several INURING the fiege of Haarlem^ the Zealanders were per- 
*vi£lorm forming glorious atchievements by fea, and gaining vidfories 
gatmd hy the Spanijh naval armaments. All the efforts of the 
the Zea- governor of Antwerp could not prevent their carrying off a 
XexAJieei, great number of (hips out of the river ; but to revenge the 
infult, and relieve Middleburg and Rammekins^ blocked up by 
the Zealanders^ he equipped a fquadron, gave battle to 
JVeriz^ the Zealand admiral, and was defeated. After re- 
pairing and augmenting his fleet, he again fet fail with fixty 
large veffels, encountered a fquadron of Zealanders muzYi in- 
ferior in ftrength, and met with his former fortune. Moft 
of his (hips were funk or taken ; but he found means to pu(h 
into Middleburgy with the broken remains of his fquadron, to 
the great joy of the garrifon, now reduced by the fcarcity of 
provifions to the laft extremity. D^Avikt's difgrace did pot 
end here ; for, on bis return to Antwerpy he was a third time 
attacked and defeated, with corffidjerable lofs, by WertZy who 
thus repaired the difappointment of an unfuccefsful attempt 
made on Telcn p. 

Soon after the reduftion of Haarlem^ Alvay perceiving 
that his feverity anfwered no other purpofe than irritating the 
people more againft the Spanijh government, publiflicd a 
proclamation, couched in terms fo Toothing as afforded room 
for fufpedJing their fincerity ; inviting the Hollanders to ac- 
cept of his majeft/s^ gracious pardon, to lay down their 
arms, rely ^n the king’s generofity, and fubmit to his mercy. 

Grot. Atui. p. 2. Ls Clerc, p. 35. p Grot. & 

Le Clerc, ubi fupra. 

(B) Sir William Temple af- articles werehonourably enough 
firms, that four hundred burgh- obferved, and fewer perfons ex- 
ers were put to death in cold ecuted than might be expected 
blood, in contempt of the capi- from the refentment of an info- 
tulation (1); but it appears lent and cruel 
from other writers (2), that the ^ 

(») Tpipk, chep, I. p. 4. (t) C-ot, tih. 2. p, 38, Le Clerc, lih, 2. 
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He gave the ftrongeft affuranccs, that the utmoft lenity 
would be fliewn to thofe who did not obftinately perlift 
their rebellion j but the people were not difpoi'ed to con- 
fide in promil'es fo often violated, nor to throw themfeh es on 
the clemency of a prince and governor, who had ftiewn 
thcmfelves inflexible, implacable, perfidious, aAd inhuman. 

They now were redifced to defpair, they expe6ted the worft 
that could happen, and bid defiance to fortune. Tf'he 
Spaniards were preparing to inveft Alcmar^ and the H%llan^ heju^ed. 
ders put every means in pra<Slice to refift tfiem. Eight months 
p.iy was due to the garrifon, who began to mutiny; but con* 
tributions were raifed, which filcnced their clamours, 
dcric of Toledo^ with fixteen thoufand men, fat down before a 
town fortified by no regular works, and defended only by 
three hundred burghers, and eight hundred foldiers, in ex- 
tiemc want of provifions, and without the profpeft of relief. 

Sonoi^ the governor, defpairing of being .able to ifuflain a 
fiege, wrote to the prince of Orangey that place deftitute of 
ti oops, provifions, ammunition, money, and every neceffary, 
ought to be evacuated, and the few foldiers in garrifon, and 
the burghers, faved from falling into the hands of the enemy* 

But the prince of Orange fo animated them by a letter, 
penned in his perfuafive and irrefiftible manner; that, to a 
man, the townfmen, governor, and foldiers, determined to 
facnfice their lives, and fpill the laft drop of their blood in 
the breach. Perfeveranefe had made the Zealanders mafiers 
"Of Remmekinsy contrary to all hope and probability ; the fame 
virtue, the prince obferved, might fave Alcmavy a town of the 
utmoft coiifequence to the caufe of liberty. What particu- 
larly infpired the defendants with courage, was the prince’s 
good fortune in furprifing Gertrudenhurg. Frederic puflicd 
the fiege with great vigour. He ordered the inhabitants of 
Haarlem to work in the trenches* and fuftain the firft fire of 
their friends and countrymen. On tlie i8th of ^eptembery a 
1j ittery of twenty pieces of heavy cannon began to play with 
unremitting fury, a breach was foon cffefted,,^hc aflault gi- 
ven, and repulfed, with vigour, though fuftained by the bulk 
of the Spanijh army. From a Spanijh officer taken, the gar- 
rifon were informed, t\\7itAlva had given orders to retire, 
in cafe he failed in the third aflault; but if he fucceeded, to 
put all to the fword. Their courage was whetted by this ac- ^ 
count, and pr^arations were chearfully made for withftand- 
iiig the uVVAWt efforts. Frederic was foiled in every attempt ; 
ih*!, :iiTaiIants were driven from the breach with prodigious 
Ouightcr; thiz Spani/h foldieis refufed to> mount the walls; 
the r'^ndered the roads impra£li- 

■ / •" . ■ .. cable i 
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The jiege cable ; in a word, the flege was raifed, and the town relieved^ 
^’Alcmar^ contrary to expe3ation> but to the exceeding joy of the 
rptfed. prince of Orangey and great mortification of Alva^, 

The Spa- This advantage was attended with another of lefs impor- 
tance, but which equally ferved to infpirit the Hollanders, 
defeated. The duke ©f Alv(f% grand fleet, equipped with great labour 
and expence, was defeated by the Zedanders. Though the 
atftion did not prove decifive, it greatly chagrined the duke, 
•jisBifiJfuy one of his beft oflicers, was taken pufoner, and his 
fleet afterwards afraid to look the enemy in the face. I'hc 
year, and the government of Alvay concluded with a meeting 
if the ftates of thofc provinces fubjed to Spam. Here they 
deliberated on the means of continuing the war, read, and 
difregarded, a remonftrance fent by the prince of Orangey 
complaining of the violence of the duke^ demanding the free 
exercife of their religion for his party, reftitution of the 
rights and privileges of the provinces, and that the foreign 
A!va re- troops (houid be withdrawn. On the fecond of Decembery 
fgns the duke of Alva quitted the Low Countriesy with his fon, 
Frederic of Toledo \ and don Lewis de Requefnesy appointed to 
fucceed him, began bis government with pulling down the 
infijlting ftatue of his pr^eceflbr, ereAed at Antwerp \ a po- 
pular aA that would have produced happy confequenccs, had 
not the court of Spain been infatuated with notions of defpo- 
tifm and blind fuperftition*'. 

SEX T.' IV. 

Containing the government of Requefnes ; the Jiege of 
Leyden ; the other various operations of the war ^ 
the confederacy of the Provinces, and other particu- 
lars until the affaJfinatliQn of the prince of Orange, in 
1684, under the government of the duke of Parma. 

yy j). H E popularity of the new governor did not long con- 
1 S74.. ^ tinue. ' His inilruAions were to pufli the war with vl- 

Requef- mutual animofity of the combatants could not 

ncs fuc- but render it bloody and cruel. The firft advantage appeared 
ceivisto the on the fide of the prince of Orange, Middlehurgy after a te- 
go^ern* dious fiege and blockade, furrendered. An infinity of expe- 
rt/;/. dients were praAifed in vain for its relief. The obftrnacy of 
the Zealanders vssls invincible; they became nit* fl-ers of this 
capital, and with it of the ifland of Walcheren. 

Meurs. lib. iv. p. 259, ' Grot^Aius. lib. ii. p. 40. 
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L Ely I S oi Naffau was now arrived with a confidcraWc Lewis of 
body of forces, to allift his brother the prince of Orange. 'i\> 
prevent their junftion Requefnes oppofed the flower of his f^itedaud 
army. He pafled the Meufe^ furprifed Lewis near a 
called Noock^ defeated hif army, and left the three princts, 

Lewis^ Henry ^ and Chrijiopher^ dead on the field«of baulc, 
but deduced no other tconfequence from fo fignal a victory, 
than fruftrating the propofed junflion of the brothers. Wii- 
t::is differ widely in their relations of this tranfadiion. Sr^irie 
arrribute the calamity to the indolence and fecurity of 
L. w/r, while others impute it wholly to the mutinous (pirtt 
of his troops, who loudly demanded their arrears, at the v<’ry 
time they were attacked by the enemy \ In this particular, 
the Spanijh general was not much more fortunate. Scarce had 
vcie Spaniards obtained the viftory, when the foldiers formed a ^ 
iv.utiny on the moft regular and well-concerted plan, depo- 
fing all their officers, appointing others, eftablilhing a fort of 
community, and veftingone of their number with the chief au- 
thority. D" Avila j who then commanded the army, ufed every 
means to appeafe the foldiers, but they were inflexible ; com- 
plaining that their officers^ad all the honour and emoluments 
ol the war, while their portion was only the fatigue and dan- 
ger. The mutineers pafled the Meufty proceeded to An^ 
tiv. rpy were received and joined by the Spanijh garrifon in 
ti'.e citadel) and at length pacified by a gratuity of four 
*hundred choufand livres, raifed by the city, to prevent being 
pillaged. The anxiety and dread occafioned by this tumult, 
wa:. augmented by another victory obtained by the Zealan- 
den over a Spanijh fquadron of forty (hips, under the con- 
thuFf of Adolf us Hemjiidey moft of which were taken or de- 
ftroyed. 

It was now found thaj the reduftion of the provinces 
would bc»a work of time, expence, and hazard; Rhilip nes/*^- 
feheiefore at laft condefeended to Icfs atb^trary meafurcs ; by Uff a 
jhis orders a proclamation was iifiied at '^ranting a prodama* 

^fite pardon to thofe who had affifted at the proteftant religi- /ij/i. 
oii.s afTemblics, taken up arms, and otherwife’ violated the 
l.iws ; but with an exemption of the prince of Orange^ and 
provifi), that all admitted into the king’s favour, and par- 
taking of his clemency, (hould produce an atteftation of their 
hiving folernnly renounced herefy. So limited an aft of 
'grace could produce no effeft : it was unanimoufly rejefted ^ 
by the and preparations were made for obtaining 

^ ivlfTERFN. lib. V. p. loi. Rhedan. Ub. i. p. i6. Grot. 
lib. ii. 4j{. Benti VOG. lib. vaii. p. 167. 
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better conditions, or wholly recovering their liberty.* In 
vindication of their conducSt they publilhed a counter pro- 
clamation, (hewing the intention of the former to be in- 
fidious, and declaring their own views to be no other than 
to obtain the common rights of n^ankind, defend the liber* 
ties of provinces, and abolifh tyranny and cruel op- 
preffion. They fent remonftrancestto all the powers in 
Muropey particularly bewailing their fituation, and craving 
that aid and affiftance due by humanity ; but their chief Lp* 
plications were made to Englandy Prancey and the proteilant 
Leyden ftates of the empire. Requefnes perceiving that nothing 
hefaged. could be expefted from the king’s proclamation, rcfolved 
upon the moft memorable event of the year, the fiege of 
Leaden. The prince of Orange had given repeated orders 
for providing the garrifon with all the necelTaries of a (lege ; 
imagining the governor would bend his chief efforts againit 
the town ; but they were by a ftrange fatality negle^fed, 
and the inhabitants forced to live under the prefTure of a 
thoufand wants and inconvenicncies, during the moft ob- 
ftinate, bloody, and cruel fiege the Netherlands had yet be- 
held. Valdesy who commanded the Spanijh army, offered 
the moft advantageous conditions; but the burghers and 
little garrifon were deaf to all terms, except thofe of free- 
dom and independency : they relied on their courage, the 
juftice of their caufe, and their perfeverence in the paths 
of liberty, for their defence; and indeed their efforts were 
prodigious, the refult of ncceflity and defpair. The whole 
furrounding country was laid under water by opening the 
Iluices, and Leyden almoft overwhelmed in the inundation 
neceftary to its defence. Cut off from all fuccour, except 
what they received by boats forcing their way through the 
enemy, they combated every difficulty, and refifted fa- 
mine, difeafe, and^a po^Verful enemy, with incredible con- 
ftancy. It would ind&d be impoffible to deferibe the miferies 
7be Ren fuftained, reduced at laft to live upon the dead car- 

h raijed. fellow citizcns : all their eftbrts would how- 

ever have been vain, had not providence vifibly interpofed : 
a violent fouth-weft wind drove the inundation with fuch 
fury againft the works of the befiegers, that fearing his army 
would be fwallowed up in the waves, Valdes relinquifhed 
the enterprife, drew off his army, and expofed himfelf to a 
furious fatly of the befieged, by which five hundred of his 
^ men perifhed.^ Thus was Leyden moft une/v^isiirdly reliev- 
" ed, and the Spaniards foiled after qndergoing extre^me /a- 

^Le Clerc, li^ iii. p. 42. 
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tigue and hardlhips, lofing the flower of their army, wail - 
ing their treaftirc, and thofe precious moments, which iri 
fo critical ajundlure arc irredeemable. This difappointment 
drew on Valdes the contempt of his troops ; they fuperfeded 
him, and again proclaimed their old commander f a mutiny 
enfued, they were cl;|piorous fi^r their pay, anarchy and 
confiifion reigned through the whole | they marched to 
declaring they would ferve matters who would put 
the jutt value upon their merit; they demanded entrance 
into the city, but met with a different reception than they 
had done at Maejlmht, Bmlaimont commanded, declared Afecimd 
them rebels and traitors to their king, gave free liberty to the tnutiny of 
people to maffacre them wherever they were found, and took the Spa- 
the mott rigorous meafures to conquer that mutinous fpirit ndh foU 
which broke out on every occafion. The rebels attempted diers. 
to fet fire to the gates, but they were rcpulfed, and their 
leader flain ; upon which they capitulated, were received 
into favour, and fent to winter-quarters in Brabant, 

Next year commenced with fome fruitlefs efforts mada 
by the emperor to heal the breach and quiet the difturbances 
in the Low Couniries. Ncgotiaiions were for leveral weeks 
carried on, but neither fide would recede enough to come to .*595* 
any conclufion j and the emperor, tired out with vain hopes 
that his mediation might accogimodate the differences, at 
l»ft renounced the attempt in Ucfpair. Some perfons indeed 
imagined, that the ambition of the prince of Orange was 
the chief obftrudion to the fuccefs of the conferences at 
Breda, Certain it is, that both parties were too violently 
inflamed to lifted to reafonablc teims : Philip demanded too 
much, and th« prince yielded too little ; both were in hopes 
that the iffue of another can\paigii would be fo favourable as 
to procure fetter terms, and both •were ^ifappointed, as 
the profpecl of an accom iiodation w«s * then rath jr more 
di lant 

,Requefnes commenced hottiJities with the fiegftiif 
which he took by alfault, the garrifon retiring to the cita-^ 
del. i//Vr^«rj,*governor of Hullandy gave the town up to 
be plundered by the Spanijh fouiiers. The citadel wanted 
no neceffary of defence j but VogAfang the chief officer ac- 
cepted of conditions, marched out with the honours of war* 
and was arretted by order of the dates of Holland^ but 
fhortly after (J^finijfcd. Next the Spanijh general, appeared ^ 

before Oudmater^ a place untenable from the circumftances 
of its j^ituiition. The garrifon, however, made an obfti- 

* ® &ENi*ivo^ lib. IX, au commtxement* 

Mod. Hist/Vol. XXXI* F 
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• nr.tc defence, were at laft ftormed and put to the (word# 
The town was let on fire, and all except a few churches 
and convents laid in afhes. Schoonhoven was the next objedl 
of military ambition, k was furrounded only by 
a flight wSlI, and defended by a few companies of French 
and German inlantry, placed there ra|her to retard the ene- 
my than withliand a liegc. The Sieur de la Garde was fent 
by *the prince of Orange to the relief of the garrifon ; 
he arrived, after breaking through their works, juft as tnc 
place was on the point of capitulating. So llender a rein- 
forcement could only retard the fate of Schoonhoven 5 a breach 
of three hundred yards wide was made in the walls^ and 
the Spanifl} general preparing to give the aflault, when la 
Garde Iccmg that further refiftance would be fruitlefs, capi- 
tulated upon honourable conditions. Some other trival fuc- 
cclTcs attended the arms of the Spaniflj general ; after which 
he invefted PVeerde ; but finding the fiege would be attended 
with diflicultics, he converted it into a blockade, and was 
at laft obliged to abandon the enterprize, after Spending fe- 
veral months before the place, and lofing a great part of his 
army by a vigorous fally on the 24th of yune 1576. In 
the mean time Madragon reduced the ifland of Finart^ ftand- 
ing eaft of Ttealand^ and performed fevcral adlions that raifed 
the credit of the SpaniJI) arms#*"* 

Still however the prince of Orange maintained his fupe* 
riority at fea, by Vi^hich he frequently reduced the enemy to 
great difficulties. Philip was fcnlibJe that theconqueftof 
the provinces could not be efFedted while the Zealanders and 
Hollanders failed from port to port with impunity, relieved 
the towns befieged by his army, and blocked up thofe held 
by the king’s forces. To overcrow this laft hope of the 
ciiemy, he gave ^rders^that the whole force of Requefnes 
Ihould bjg applied tn reducing the principal fea- ports in 
Zealund^ forefeeing that the enemy’s naval ftrength muft of 
conlequens^ be ruined. Hierques was diredled to keep no 
greater number of forces in Holland than was abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, and a prodigious number of veflels were equipped to 
bealfifting in the meditated conqueft. The faw the 

defign, and, determined to fruftrate it, attacked the Spanijh 
fquadron, the greater part of which Ijiey deftroyed on the 
ftocks and in the harbours. Requefnes laboured to repaif 
this lofs, and execute the royal mandate. gfeat number 
ol light veflels were again got in j^eadinefs. Three thou- 
fand men were tranfportedto Tokn^ with a view of att^ck- 

^ Li Cta^c 7 ~Iib. iiif p. 47f 
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ing the little illand of Schowm^ which would greatly fjcili* 
rate the attempt on Walchereuy and the command of the 
fleet and five hundred Jand-forces was given to d! Avila. 

It was concerted to paA by a ford at low water; the Z^w- 
landers perceived them approaching, drew up t'^:ir vcflds in 
a line, and poured ojjt vollies of great and fmall fliot on the 
enemy, embarraffed at the lame time wiih the depta of the 

J pter, the weight of their a-rms and wet cloachs. A firm 7 lrSpa^ 
ooting on the dry land being at length cftabliflied, the nia^ds 
Zealanders^ whofe element was the water, every where gave Make an 
way, leaving the Spaniards to the pofllillion of the open ^ on 
country, and liberty to purfue the conquefts of the towns, -^ealaad. 
Ziriczee was blocked, the feveritv of the winter preventing 
its being befieged in form, and Madragon took every pre- 
caution that it fhould not be. fuccoured ; while the prince 
of Oyange ufed every expedient to throw in a rcinfv»rcc*mcnt 
and provifions. After fuftaining great hardfliips and ex- 
treme want, the garrifon at length furrendered, and by 
that means gave promifing to the Spaniards they 

might fuccecd in the redudlion ot Holland^. 

It was the lofs of Ziru'zee that firft fuggefieJ the dellgn A. D. 
of conferring the provinces of Zealand and Holland upon r576. 
fome proteftant prince who Ihould be able to protccl them Dr/pair of 
againft the tyranny of Philips This affair was not talked of Holland 
•vaguely, but debated and uppiovcd in the ftates of Holland, 

The offer was certainly made to queen Elizabeth of Englayid ; 
but fhe for political reafons declined it. NecefTicy even ob- 
liged the ftates to negotiate with the French court, and Iiftcn 
to terms offered by the duke of Anjou, The treaty came to 
nothing, but the prince of Orange gained by it the advan- 
tage of eftablifhing a mart^at Calais for the difpofal of the 
prizes made by the Gueux^, • ^ 

On the other hand, Philips thoiiglT greatly fuperior in 
power, was intolerably diftrefled for money ; above \ phiiip, 
40,000,000 of crowns were due to the Spani/h Genoefe 
merchants, and the intereft ftill unpaid now amounted to 
as much as the capital- The war had befides coft a greater 
fum fent in fpecie from Spain and the Indies^ which, with 
the itnmenfe Ioffes occafioned by the ftagnation of trade in 
Jthe Netherlands^ had quite exhaufted the treafury. Large 
arrears were due to the troops, they were every day muti- 
nying, and X'^miiJbroke out into actual rebellion, doing in- 
credible mifehief in the ijpen country, and laying the weaker 
towi^ under contribution-' To remedy thefe evils, 
giefn^f denyinded a fupply of the provinces, and they an- 

• 

* Id. p. 48. ^ Cambden, p. Z84. REiDAfr. fol. 114. 
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^weKd him, by requiring rcftitiition of their privileges', 
?.nd difmilfion of the Spamjh troops. Flanders in particu- 
lar paid the dcfircd fubfidy, by baliancing it againft half the 
damages the province fuftained frogi the mil'condudl of the . 
governors, ^nd the wars wantonly and unnccell'aiily excited. 
Wlrile this alFair was in agitation, Requejues died of an 
ardent fever ; the council of flatc tool? upon them the ad- 
/ ' miniftriition, and the prince of Orange took the opportu- 

, xiity of thcconfufion that enfued to lay the firft foundatioii 

/ns of the Pacification of Ghent y by which his affairs were con- 

fj^Jerabiy rv^trieved, and the grcatcfl blow given to the court 
rf iht p i- Zpain fhe had yet fuftained. All now was anarchy in 
•r/;,..;. i\\Q L.0W Countries. The garrifon of Ziriczee mutinied for 
want of pay, and to appeafe them the council of ftate 
fent a hundred thoufand livrcs, upon which the IValloon 
regiments under Madragon feized, after expelling the Spani/h 
foidiers, wounding and murdering their officers. This did 
not unite the Spanijh tnutineers among themfclves ; they 
turned out the few remaining officers, made new appoint- 
ments, and being joined by tne garrifon of Lilloy marched to 
the number of 2000 men towards the capital, committed 
horrible outrages, overwhelmed the inhabitants of Brujfels 
with confternation ; and on the 26th of fufy feized upon 
Jlojly confined the principal burghers, and lianged up a 
king’s officer. 'Fhe moft favourable conditions were offer-* 
cd by the council of ftate, in order to appeafe the tumult, 
and provifions w^ere fent to the mutineers. This created 
fufpicion in the inhabitants of Brujf'dsy that the meeting 
was excited by the connivance of the council, with a view 
of ruining the provinces without incurring the refentment 
and odium confequent on any appearance of legal oppref- 
fion. They arrefted the^ouncil:* declared the Spaniards re- 
bels, and took mcfifi^res in concert with the other cities and 
7 he de- provinces* for expelling foreigners out of the Netherlands, 
ftruaion A confederacy to this purpofe was formed between the pro- 

ofPsxit^ vinces of Hamaulty Artoisy Flanders y to which all the 

werp, reft except Luxemburgh acceded ; and don fehn of Aifiria, 
who had cniered the Lotv Counts les in quality of governor 
and fucceffbr to Requefnesy was obliged to keep aloof, and 
live in obfeurity in Luxemhurghy until the ftorm Ihould 
fubfide • 

The prince of Orange was all this while, ivofiting by thefe 
commotions. He had- long laboured to nave’^'the ftates- 
general convoked, and he now faw fhem not only aflembled, 

* Lb Olsbc, p. 52, y3rs4* ‘ 
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but preparing to make hcarf againft the Spaniards^ by a 
ftrange viciifitude of fortune, arifing from accidents which 
all his penetration and fa^acity could not forefec. United 
in councils againft the common enemy, every n^afurc was 
taken for reducing citadels of Gkent^ Antweip and 
Macjlrlcht^ the chief places in the hands of the Spaniardi^ paajic.t- 
and what muft chiefly contribute to their cxpullioii. Ghent 
citadel was taken on the 27ih of November^ by the aflift- ' 
ance of a ftrong reinforcement of troops and aitillery ftnt 
by the prince of Orange. At Antwerp the ftates of Brabant 
were lefs fuccelsful. The citadel Was vigoroufly attacked ; 
but the mutineers at AUJi^ entering the citadel to aflift thcil* 
countrymen, a fally was made, the bcfiegers were driven 
from their trenches, great part of the town was confumed 
by fire, and the reft pillaged for three days with every kind 
of infolence and brutality, at a time when Antwerp was the 
moft flourilliing and populous city in the Netherlands^ and 
indeed among the moft wealthy in Europe It is ciflirincd 
that the treafure carried olF amounted to four millions, bc- 
fides an infinity of rich merchandife. ‘ This teriible cala- 
mity united papifts and piotcilants without diilin(ftir:n in a 
confederacy, and co-operated with the mcafures of the 
prince of Orange to form thj pacification of Ghent , which 
was a confederacy of all thj? provinces to expel foreign fol- 
diers, to reftore the antient form of govcrninent, to refer 
matters of religion to the feveral ftates of the provinces, 
for ever to unite the other fifteen provinces in the fame com- 
mon intereft with H>d>and^ Zealand^ and thf" piincc of 
Orange^ to renew the commerce and amity between, them, 
to aflemble the ftates in the manner praftifed unrlcr the 
houfe of Burgundy and Charles Vt to fufpend all the ri- 
gorous edicts of the duke oi Alva on the ftibjedt o.‘" religion, 
until the ftates general fhould take the matter iflto confi- 
deration, to releal'e all the natives made prifoners^ iriuiually 
without ranfom, and to reftore all things upon the fame 
footing as before the war, and the tyrannical government of 
the duke of Alva h 

The ftates general began with foliciting aid from the 
queen of England. Their ambaffador had a gracious recep- 
tion, and Elizabeth advanced them 20,000/. fterling, on 
condition the FreffJj (hould not be invited into the Nether^ 
landsy that tRey v/ould accept of reafonable terms of ac- 
commodation if offered, ^nd that the loan fhould be repaid 
the eifluiiig year. Bmtivoglio^ alledges, that the queen fti- 
^ • 

* Vide Pref. ' Le Ceerc, p, 55. ' “ P. i. lib, x. p. z. i. 

Y 3 pulated. 



70 ^he Hijiory of the United Provinces, 

•pnlatcd, that they fliould make no innovations in rclU 
A n without the confcnt of and feveral other arti- 

J->. confiftent with her future conduct:, and the 

^557* chara£ler of a protertant fovereign t)f a proteftanr kingdom. 
Next a ctfT-ition of hoftiliiies was agreed upon with don John^ 
upon his ariur.in<.e:s that every reuionaUe requeftof the pro- 
vinces Ihoiild be granted. On the 27th of December^ depu- 
ties were lent with prop(^fals to don jshn to difband the fo- 
reign troops ; but he defired to know what ferurit) the ftates 
woidd rive for their allcci.ince after the departure of the 
Si>,ir.ijh forces, and renionifrated againfl the unreafonable- 
iicfs of difarming the king, while his rebellious fubjefts 
were in arms, and mdy to feize the firft opportunity of de- 
fcrJnp their obedience. lie likewife df'manded fecurity 
with rcl'pe<Sl to rr»li .>ion ; ancl infilu li fo warm’y on this head, 
that it was obvious he had no inclination to part with the 
Spathfl) Mmybcfrre the provinces of Ytcaland Holland 
cmi'r.u'i d the catholic religion. After much altercation, 
rrecefiitv at length ohbgcd don to grant all thu was 
tfquirrd to confiini the pacification of Ghcnt^ an.l difmifs 
^iuv Spanifh army. He h;'d the kinp/s auth(;rity for his pro- 

ceedings, the treaty was proclaimed at Brujfeh and Antwerp 
on the 17 th of Fchuiaij^ and don fohn immediately ac- 
knew!cdg(?d governor and the# king's lieutenant of the He- 
iherJands, Pe.i^re and coneprd ft/rre reflored, induftry re-* 
new* d, and religious difputes filenccd j in a word, the Loiu 
Countries would r.gain have become the moft flourifliing and 
important of the Spanijh dominions, had not the arnb'tion 
of don fohn^ the fain; policy and defpotilin of Philips or 
fr^me fiich c'lufc, a third time lighted up the torch of dif- 
cord, and excited a civil war, lipvcr to be appeafed but by 
the total extin£fio^ of the Spajiifl) fovereignty over the frven 
provinces^if Hollanef^ ‘LecAand^ IJtreihty Gronmoen^ Guelder^ 
land^ Frifehmd Overyffeh, 

After th& departure of the foreign troops, when liberty 
began to draw breath, while commerce was again lifting its 
^ , , head, and the arts of peace diftributing their blcflings, 

n^uted umbrage by the great number of Spaniards 

tha ffo- court, the confidence he repofed in his Spanijh 

mer)i 9 ^nt. ^^rvants, the intimacy he chiefly contrafted with thofe per- 
. fons who appeared diflatisfied with all the meafures con- 
certed fince the death of Requefnes^ by def.acnding the fame 
honours paid to princes of the biiood veiled with his au- 
thority, the fame guard and refpedl, by aiTuming |L pDwer 

\ 


* B^ntiv. lib. X. ibid.* 
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over the oflicers of the army, and claiming the title and 
power of captain-general, by interfering in the civil promo- • 
tions dependent on the ftates ; and by infifling, that if the 
provinces of Holland and Zealand did not irnmetSatcIy agree 
to every particular of th^ late treaty, called the perpetual 
edi£fy all communication with them fhould be broken off, 
and they forced into iftafon by dint of arms. It muft be 
obferved, that when the ediS was communicated to the 
ftiAes of Holland and Zealand^ they made the following ob- 
jedlions by the advice of the prince of Orange. 7'hat the 
flates general had not eftabhfhed the right of affcmbling 
this fovereign tribunal in the perfons oiiginally invefted with 
that power by the conllitution ; that they had authorized 
an infraction of their privileges, by not procuring the rc- 
leafe of coMwt Bare ^ who had done nothing contrary to the 
laws of his country ; that the pacification of Ghent was con- 
firmed only under fuch limitations as fubjeCted it to v/hat 
conftruClions and interpretations the king thought proper ; 
that the Spaniftj troops were fuffered to carry off the im- 
menfe wealth they acquired by* the ruin and deftruCtion of 
the Netherlands^ and the city of Antwerp in particular ; 
that no fiipulation was made in favour of thofe difpoffefied 
of their eftafres ; that no mention was made of dcmolifli- 
ing the forts, and that they had lliewn but little complai- 
jTance to the queen of England^ and the court of France^ not- He 
withlfanding they had in mJlny inftances teftified their regard 
for the Netherlands. They added, that it were to he wiflied *he 
they had feen all thefe articles performed before don John wa«. 
admitted into his government, and that every man had pre- 
vioufly been put in poiTefTion of his eftate and effects, as well 
in the Low Countries^ as in the duchy of Burgundy ; an 
article that in particular ro^eClcdthe piince of Orange^ dif- 
poiTefled filice the firft difturbances of lar^tj pofieilions in S«r- 
gundy and Brabant. For thefe reafons the fiatej and the 
prince refufed to fign the edifi, though they confented to 
all the articles that did not contradiO: thofe fpev^'ied. Don 
John was ftrenuous in urgiOg that violent meafurcs 
might be ufed to force them to fubmiflion. He wrote to 
the king in cypher, preffing him to this method as the 
only expedient. The letter fell into the hands of Henry 
JV. who tranfmitted it to the prince of Orange. His fecre- 
tary Efcovedo was next fent to Spain, under pretence of fo- 
liciting mdtiey ?5r the payment of the German forces ; but 
in reality to reprefent the neceffity o f violent meafurcs^ and 
conflnttnicate the plan projeded by don John. Impatient 
•for the return of Efcovedip he meditated quitting the coun- ' 
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try, and aftually confulted his friends Barhimant and Man^* 

• fvelt uppn the fuhieii*. At laft, under pretence of compli- 
menting MargnrH queen of Navarre on her journey to the 
Spaw, he left BrvJJeh^ and feized upon the citadel of Na^ 
■JSiattuu. ^ conduiit which he endeavoured to juflify by the ne- 

ceffity he was urrierof retirini?; to a place of fccurity, while 
be faw ail nro!infl him in comrnotfun, and the flames of 
war and rebel liun ready to bieak out. He fent his apology 
to the ihtes, dciiring they would difarm the governor md 
burghers of 5? ^ffeh ciofcly attached to the prince of Orange* 
The ftates invited him to return, proniifing they would pu- 
rifh wiih the nttnoll feverity all convifted of any defigns 
againft his perfon ; but he not only refufed, but endeavoured 
to corrupt the German forces, and by their means to gain 
poffeifion of yfntwerp. In a word, from intercepted letters, 
from the feizing of Namur fhe attempts on Antwerp^ the 
tampering with the German foldiers, the fublequent alterca- 
tion with the flates general, and the march of the Spanijb 
army towards the Netherlands^ it inconteftibly appears that 
don fobn was the aggreflbr, that he was encouraged by 
Philip ; and that though the ftates of Holland and Zealand 
refufed to fign the perpetual cdi£l, yet they and the piince 
of Orange were defirous of preferving the public tranquillity 
even upon the terms of the edict p. 

^he prince V/hen it w'as known that Ihe SpaniJI) forces were aflcm-i 
bling in Namur and Luxewburgh^x\i^ ftates invited the prince 
VI high Orange to Breda, where he was joyfully received, and 
ej imaUGn. accompanied to Antwerp and Brujfcis by ftrong guards, who 
voluntarily oft’ered thernfelves foi bis protedtion. Here he 
was chofen governor of Brahunt^ which had no particular 
governor of the province, being under the immediate di- 
jpeflion of don fohn, in quality’ of the king’s lieutenant. 
At* the fame time i^council of ftate was formed, which (hould 
have the general government of the provinces, and to this 
the prince was appointed prefident. He was indeed efieemed 
not only the principal perlbnage in the confederacy, but 
the defender of liberty, and the parent of the Netherlands* 
His high reputation incurred the jealoufy of the other no- 
bility, particularly of the duke d'Archot^ the head of an 
ancient family, the governor of Flanders, and a nobleman 
of great property and influence. He became the leader o£ 
a faSion oppofed to the prince' of Orange* zgit^d however 
with him in the deteftati 9 jn of tyranny ana^efiAce of frec- 
dom, but differed not only^In point of religion and fpntunentB 

9 CaoT. lib. ii. p. CO, 
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with rfcfpeft to the court of Spairiy but of perfon.il intercd . ^ 

In fliort, he was the prince’s rival ; finding bis weight iisf. - 
rior, he was determined to invite the archduke Mathias y 
brother to the emperor, t(^ the governiTient of the Low Conn- 
tries. A meflage was privately fent to that prbice, who, 
drflatisfied with the little confequence he had at the impe- 
rial court, accepted the propofal, quitted Prague in ihe 
night, and fuddenly arrived in the neighbourhood of Ant- 
werpy to the great aftonifliment of the Itates. Contrary to 
expeftation, the prince of Otvnge efpoufed the archduke^s 
interell in oppofition to the duke of Anjouy and perfuaded 
feveral cities to beftow upon him the government, but o 4 Tt 
condition that he himfelf fliould be appointed his lieutenant. 
BentivogUoy with the true cafuifiry of an Italian prelate, af- 
figns a variety of fubtlc caufes for the prince’s condu<5t, 
which probably never had exiitenCe but in that v/riter’s own 
imagination. It muft, however, be acknowledged, that 
they are fpecious and refined, peifciftly confiltcnt with the 
character of the prince; but peihaps too fpeculative for 
practice, and too far-fetched for fo prcfling a conjundlure*!. 

7'he duke d'Archot now changed his batteiy : ho laboured 
to difluadc the provinces from coming into the mcafurcs of 
the prince of Orange ; affirming, that ambition, and not 
the love of liberty, made him qppoib the Spanijh government 5 FaBions 
Jie made his public entry into Gh7:ty ofeorted by a great formed 
number of horfe and foot ; he gained great numbers of the arahijl 
nobility, obtained from the council of fine very extfnfive him, 
powers, with rerpecH: to tlic g.'u^emnicnt oi Flanders \ and 
after taking upon him the authoriiy of governor, gaiuei 
the affections of the people, by declaiing that he w<is come 
to reftore their privileges, and demolifli the citadel of Ghenty 
which had long given ilowe ver, in the midftof 

all this popularity, he v/as aircftcd in iVj7nt by oiio Rhlhovey 
who raifed a fedition among the populace, but rc'leafed fix 
days aftfT at the intcrceffion of the prince of Orange, A 
conduft that refuted all the calumnies propa§a\td againft 
the prince, and proved that the public good was the guid- 
ing ftar that dire£led him to fb many great and glorious ac- 
tions, ainidft the utmoft perils to his prefent reputation 
Archot was prevailed on by the ftates of Flanders to publiffi 
« declaration, promifmg he would entirely forget and for- 
give thednjury honour fuftained by his imprifonment. 

To this draaration,, his pride made him give the air of 2 , 
pardon. His exprelfion* gave offence, and that air of au- 

* 9 l^E lib. ill. p. 63, ' Grot. & Le Clerc, ibid, 
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thority he aiTumed was a proof of his ambition* All hla 
influence however could not prevent the releafc of the 
other piifoners made in GhenU particularly of Champigni^ 
who was accufed of having dra^n up an incendiary pa- 
per, tendiiug to diliurb the tranquillity of the provinces, 
and levelled in particular at the prince of Orange^ Whom 
they wanted to luperfedc, by fubftitifting Archot in his em-» 
ployments. would be impoflibic to recite the views, dc- 
figos, and opinions of parties and individuals, who contfi- 
butecl to the public coiifufion ; they were infinitely con- 
tradictory, and frequently abfurd. Sufficient it is, that the 
pi ince ot Orange and duke (f Archot were ri'^als, who fliould 
raile the arclicluk»i Mathias lo the dignity of governor-ge- 
neral, in order to nold the power in their own hands ; 
both were enemies to tyranny, but the latter belter 
difpofed to tlie Spanifl) gov'crnment, and a ftrenuous fup- 
poiler cf the papifii religion.* 

It was jud^j;ed necefiary by the ftates and the prince of 
Orurv^fj that the archduke fhould be maintained agreeable 
to his quality, until he could be inftalled in his authoiity 5 
accordingly the prince, attended by the burghers in arms, 
went to meet him Antwerp. ImmeaiatcJy after the flates 
general publifhed a proclamation, declaring don John an 
enemy to the country he was bound to protedl ; and all his 
adlierejits were ordered to qtiit him, under pain of beings 
declared rebels. A clofcr union w^as formed between the 
catholic and pi oteftant provinces, by which the pacification 
of Ghent was confirmed, and the parties engaged mutually to 
iupperc their privileges. Next an ambafly was fent to queen 
Elizobeihy tofolicit the affiftance of nation, and en- 

gage the queen in an alliance. On the 17th of December the 
ftates rcfolved to inftall ^he archduke in the dignity of go- 
vernor-general of provinces, and a deputation ^ as font to 
him with *he ai tides that were to regulate his authority and 
adminiftration. As the governor wasaftianger, fuppofed 
uninformetf f;f’the Jaws and privileges of the country, the 
prince of Orange was appointed his lieutenant, whofe in- 
tegrity and ability was acknowledged.* 

Though the archduke was fettered and confined by 
tighter bonds than any preceding governor, he accepted 
the charge, and figned the conditions, fet out for Brujfek 04 
the 1 8th of January^ and was every where received in the 
quaiity he aflumed. Don John fent bittcr^prdlches to the 
ftates, but his letters were negleded, and laid afide without 

« Le CtERC, lib. iii. p. 64. ^ * Id. ibid, .p#65.T ^ 
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a reply ; they wrote however to the king, apologizing for 
their conduCT, and attributing it to the neceffity of the ' 
times, and the maladminftration of don John : the fame 
excufes were made to the eijiperor, without whofe permiflion 
the archduke had accepted the government, but in ijain ; for 
neither of the princes eo^d be perfuaded that the ftates ought 
to confer or the duke to accept without the leave or direct 
appointment of Philip and the emperor. In Spain councils 
were daily held upon the affairs of the Low Countries ; it was 
at length determined to adt vigoroufly, as the only means 
of faving thofe provinces either from claiming their inde- 
pendency, or throwing tliemfelves into the arms of fopie 
foreign prince. The troops were ordered to be aflcmbled 
in Naples and Milan^ levies were made in Burgundy and 
Luxemburgh^ and a refolution taken of fupporting don John 
with the whole power of the SpOniJh monarchy. To op- tuiithqtieen 
pofe the vaft preparations, the ftates concluded a treaty Elizabeth, 
with the queen of England^ whereby that princefs ftipulated 
to advance them 100,000 1. fterling, to affift the provinces 
with 5000 foot, and 1000 horfe on condition that the loan 
was repaid with intcreJi in eight months, that certain towns 
were ceded to her in fccurity, that the ftates fhould defray the 
expence of tranfporting the troops, and take them into their 
pay while they acted in their fervice. It is faid, that the am-> 
balFadois would have prcfcr.Td an equivalent in money to the 
Englijh troops j that they hinted the initter to the queen, and 
found fhe was offended. The treaty however was afterwards 
broke by the queen, under pretence that the French would har- 
bour fufpicions of her having defigns upon the Netherlands^ 
and would for that rcafon unite their forces with Spain to op- 
pofe her attempts. Inflead of the Englijh troops, the queen pro- 
pofed {c\n\\\\gJohn CaJJimir kfoimt pjdatinc with 30OO foot and 
3000 hoi fc, rcfufjng to pay the money- ftipulated until the 
ftates confented. r.his feheme had before been fugg^ftedinthe 
ftates general, but oppofed, as it would render the reformifts 
too powerful ; which indeed was the great obj£Jlioii to the 
Englijh forces. 

Before this treaty was concluded, ^onjohn was joined by 
the expected army under the QOTi^i^x^o^Alexan(kr FarneJ'e^ duke 
of Parfna^xh^ moft intrepid, vigorous, expert, and renowned 
Officer in the fcrviceof Philip, The troops confiftcd of 16,000 
foot, and 2Qpo h^fc, all chofen veterans ; many of whom had 
often triunlphed under the duke oiJlva* Don John declared 
war qn the 25th oiJanuJPry^ and though the winter was fevere, 
^etcrmin£d^ to commence hoftilities, and pulh the ad- 
vantages he obtained from a greatly fuperior army. The 
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ftates were irrefoliite, and flow in their preparations; William 
of Orange had made the moft fpirited icmonftrances, and 
on the neceffity of an offenfive war; but fo tedious 
deliberations of fo unwiA’dy a body, clogged with 
^ * ’ numberlefs conftitutional enribarrafTinents, that nothing was 
executed. A body indeed of 1 0,000 ^oot and 5000 horlewas 
cantoned in the neighbourhood of Namur ; but all the chief 
officers were at Brujphy and only the fieur de Coigny m^e- 
fchal ile Camp^ and colonel Balfour^ a Scotchman, with the 
troops. Thcfe don fehn propoled attacking ; Coigny and 
Balfour fiifpcflcd his defign, and prepared for a retieat ; the 
cavalry were placed in the rear to cover the infantry in their 
march, and don yohn hearing they were in motion, haften- 
cd to occupy certain advantagco»r> pr>fts. He fell upon the 
army of the ftates, broke their difpofition,* and forced them 
to feek flielter iii a tumultuous manner under the cannon of 
Cewhlours : the town was fummnnrd, audit fubmitted at 
dif.iction ; while the fugitive at my was difperfed in parties 
round the country. Louvain furrendered to Gonzaga, and 
Bovhes was reduced by Hierques, Sichem made an ob- 
ftinatc refiftance, but was at length ftormed and taken by 
the prince of Pa)ma, all the garrifon being put to the (word, 
except the governor, w> o valiantly defer^ded himfclf in an 
untenable citadel ; for whick, on his fubmiffion, he was 
unjuftly and cruelly hanged. Archot, Tillemont, andf 

Leuve, furrendered v/ithout exchanging a fliot ; but Nivelle 
glorioufly flood a lonj; fiege, and at Lift obtained h' nourable 
conditions." Don John would have inverted Brujfb, where 
the archduke and prince of Orange refidcd ; but dreadmg 
the difficulty of the enterprifej he contented himfelf with 
fecuring the paffes to Italy and emplie, by the redu<Slioii 
of 'Limburg and PhiUpvtlffl, 

Amllcr* Awhile don Jom^ was purfuing his conquefls with ra- 
dam pidity, thfftates made an acquifition, that more than com- 
lares for penfatgd al^^Jieir Ioffes ; it was the city of Awfierdam, which 
thejhites, blocked up for feveral months by fca and land, at laft con- 
cluded a treaty with the friends of the hoiife of Orange, 
whereby it was ftipulated that the proteftants fhould hold 
their religious meetings without the walls, and be permitted 
a cemetery or burying-ground within ; that the garrifon^ 
fhould be d (banded, and 600 men, commanded by the burg- 
hers, levied for the defence of the city ; thatiff^erl^nsbanifh- 
ed on the fcore of religion fhould be recalled ; that Ainjlerdam 

« Camden, A. D. 1577. Rhvm. Fxd. tom. yv. p. 784,* 
Reidan. lib* ii. p. 26. • 
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ihould enjoy all its ancient privileges ; and that all vacan- 
cies in public employments fhould be filled without diftinc- 
tion by thofe who either did or did not incur the penalty of 
baniftment on account of^party-conexioris. This capitu- 
lation was foon broken, the catholic magiftrates we»;C driven 
out of the city, attended by the priefts and popifli clergy of 
every denomination ; tlfe images and idols of fuperlbition 
were pulled down, and only the reformed clergy fuflered to 
jpre^li publickly.'^ 

These tranladlions were fucceeded by the arrival o{Profo/a!s 
baron de Selle^ with letters and in/iru( 5 tions from king h 
Philip, His firlb propofal was to reinfiate don fobn \ but 
finding the fpirits of the people too violently enflamed to 
admit or fuch conditions, the baron artfully changed his 
battery, defined that the duke of Parma might be accepted 
in quality of governor, v/ithout troops, or any ofhfT ficurity 
than the promifes of the ftates, and the perfon of the prince 
of Oran^e^ wlio was required as a hoflagc ; but this propo- 
lition was entirely rejefted. Don folm or the piince of Par^ 
ma would not be received upon any conditions ; and the 
ftates pofitively infifted as a preliminary to any treaty, that 
the government fliouhl be left in the hands of the arch- 
duke, aflifted by the prince of Orange, The emperor fent 
ambalfadors with inftrudions to the fame purpofe ^ but he 
met with no better fuccefs.* * 

Negotiations proving abortive, both Tides . prepared 
to enfure their pretenfions by the fword. The ftates, fen- 
fible that the misfortunes and loftes in the winter arofe 
from the irrefolution and tedious deliberations of the pro- 
vincial ftates, vefted the archduke, the council of ftate, 
and the pfince of Orange^ with a power of levying what 
number of troops they ihouhv think ^^eceffaty, anddifpofing 
them in the manner moft advantageous to, 'Aie public, with- 
out referring to the ftates in every particular : they^inly re- 
commended that they would proportion the expences to the 
revenue, which at that time amounted only tb^6oo,ooo 
livres. About this time a revolution, greatly beneficial to 
the common caufe, was cffedlcd in Guelderland \ John of 
Najfauy brother to the prince of Orange^ was appointed 

S vernor of this province ; upon entering on the admini- Gueldcr- 
ation, count John perceived that the whole conduft of land tand 
affairs was in the hands of perfons ftrongly afFe^led to king Gronin- 
Philip and catholic religion. Moft of the cities profefted gen. 
popery^; and the count, Who had fwore to the pacification 

Grot. lfb« Hi. p. 54, * Bent, lib. x. p. 242. 
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©f Ghenty was rcftrained from attempting any change lil 
religion. The face of affairs however took a ludden turn } 
acquired great popularity, and foon **ncovered that 
foreigners were the leading peifons. His ar \fice and po- 
licy ftin^ulated the people againft them ; they were deprived 
of their feats in the provincial ftates, and turned out of 
their offices in the government of tnc cities. Thus NaJfuU 
obtained the chief diretStion, and was able to co-operate 
with the meafures planmJ by his brother. Another revo- 
lution happened in Gronivgen^ of whicli yafper de Rollts jieur 
de Billy was governor. Biity by birth a Portugueje, by 
religion a catholic, and confequeinly a dependent on the 
court of Spain : he refufed to accede to the union of the 
provinces, and the flates general found it ncccfl'ary to fend 
to him Francis Martin Stella^ with propofals for figning the 
pacification of Ghent. Bilii furpe6ling that the deputy’s real 
defign was to excite a revolt in the province, put him to the 
torture to extort confeffi on ; after having firft wounded him 
with his own hand. The deputy bid defiance to pain j he 
bore the moft excruciating tortures with firmnefs, and 
having a furgeon to drefs his wound to enable him to un- 
dergo a fecond trial, be communicated fomething in the 
Greek language, which the furgeon foon made public : in 
confcquence the mob aflcmbled, refeued Stella^ declared for 
the pacification of Ghenty r.hd obliged Billy to quit his go- 
vernment. The change of councils in thclo two provinces 
was of the utmoft fervice to the confederacy, and would 
have enabled the province to have encountered the whole 
power of Spain^ had not diflenfion biokc their fticngth, di- 
vided their, councils, and diffraded their affairs.* 
yealoujics The great number of proteftanrs invited into the Nether* 
among the Iqndsy in confequence of the advice of the queen of Englandy 
pre^vinus, gave umbrage t^J^t^}e catholics : this was a circumftance on 
which tkey had not b< ftowevl fufficient refledtion ; but the 
prince of Orange ferefaw the effects, and oppofed the refo- 
lution fo‘ iJvarrnly, that Elizabeth tot k ' ffence. He even 
became fufpedled by feveral zealous proiclraJits, who did not 
advert that the defire of piellrving unanimity among the 
province was the fble principle of William^ conduit. The 
tValkon provinces, violently attached to the churcii oiRonUy 
had in faft entertained fufpicions, that a projeil was cot^- 
certed between the queen of Englandy thi“ orince of Orangey 
and prince Cajftmiry for eftablifbing the proteft^n^ religion 
ftnee the inhabitants of Ghent and tlie proteffant provinces 

* I4B Clirc, lib. Ml. 
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taxed William with difeovering a btafs for popery. Thus his ^ 
conduit was taxed by both parties, syid that moderation 
that breathed nothing but true patriotifin, became^obnoxious 
to thofe who had equally ^t heart the good of their coun- 
try. France had long made overtures from the dute of An^ 
jou^ which the IValbom now infifted (hould be taken into 
confideration. The Hate, upon the allurances of Henry III. 
that nothing contrary to the privileges of the province was 
intended, gratified the requeft of the Walloons^ after con- 
fiilting whether it would be agreeable. In truth, the ap- 
pearv'incc of the duke of Anjou^ who was fent to the Ne^ 
ihcrhmh merely to be removed from the court, was no way 
formidable ; on the contrary, his army confifted of flarved 
undifeiplined wretches, intent only upon plunder and ra- 
pine : the duke approached to Mons^ and on the 13th of 
Augiijl a treaty was concluded between him and the ftates ^ 1 ^^ 
general, fiipulating, that he ihould advance with 10,000 Anjou 
foot and 2000 horfe, to be maintained for three months at 
the expence of the ftates ; that if the war (hould not within ^ j ^ 
that time be fini(hed, he (hould continue 5000 foot and ^ 

500 horfe in his own pay, in confideration of which he 
Ihould be declared defazder of the lileitie^ of the Netherlands \ 
that he fnould enter iiito an alliance with toe queen of Eng-^ 
land^ duke Cafjimir^ and the other fi lends and fupporters of 
the p^ovince^ *, that his forc;es^jould be joined to thofe of 
the ftates, and himfeii' comiru.naer in chief, or in his ah- 
fence the iieutenont of the ftates ; that Infpruc^ Bauvnisy 
and Landreci^ fliould be given him as cautionary towns ; and 
that his troops (hould have liberty to make conquefls in jS«r- 
giwdy and Luxemhurghy provided they did not thereby neg- 
ledl or retard the common caufe. Upon the whole, by this 
treaty the ^uke got nothingTsut th«. empty title of defender 
of the liberties of the Netherlands ; all dtWat was folid de- 
pended on the fuccefs of the war, and the pleafute of the 
ftates.y 

While the confederates were forming alliances, heal- Don John 
ing their divifions, and making preparations, don attacks the 

Auftria rcfolvcd to attack their camp, entrenched at Rime- 
nanty a village between Mechlin and Archot* This Dutch 
army confifted of 8000 foot, 2000 horfe, and fome com- 
p^&nies of Englijh and Scotch auxiliaries. The duke of Par-- 
ma^ lieuten^t ge*^ral of the Spaniards^ propofed drawing 
this body.^t of the intrenchments ^by (kirmfthes, and 
then packing them in the open plain, oafhed in this de- 

y Reidan. lib. ii. p. 30. MiTiaiN. lib. x*. 
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^he WJlory of the Unita^ Pfovincei?, 
fign, he attacked a poft defended by the Britijh auxiliaries, 
but Wixa warmly received, and obliged to retreat with the 
lok of 800 nicn. Count BoJpSy general of the flemwgs^ 
fi 4 cd oft' towards Namur ^ determined to aft on the defcnfivc 
nniii he fhouid be joined by pridee CaJJimir or the duke of 
Jtijcu. A loiemn ainoafty was fciit to the latter, requefiing 
he would with aii expediuon marchPto the affiftance of the 
Flemings. Anjou began his rout ; but inftead of purfuing it, 
he halted to fecurc a retreat, invefted Binchy took it bymf- 
fault, and iifed the garrilbn with l‘o much humanity as in- 
duced Maubege to hinendci without exchanging blows. 
^efnoi and Landred however refufing to receive French 
tri)ops, propol'cd the duke fliould have Mechlin and fome 
other lowns, as an equivalent. Anjou \vz$ preparing to join 
the FUmiJh army, when he received advice, that CaJJimir y 
inftead of proceeding to attack don Johny had turned oft' to 
GhtrUy there to receive the pay due to his army. Upon 
this he halted, and lent to know of the council of ftate, 
whether CajUitnir afted by their inftruftions. His aimy 
mm mured, deferted, and complained grievoufly of the in- 
hofpitality of the Flemings 1 difputes in fhortiofe fo,high, 
that it was plain the duke of Anjou was rather the rival of 
CaJJimir than the proteftor of the Loiv Countries. I'lie ftates 
laboured to reconcile the princes, and periuade them to aft 
with unanimity for the coiniijon caufe. In the mean time 
don yohn died, fomc imagine of chagrin, others affirm or 
poifon, and the whole power came into the hands of a more 
able foldier and ftatefman, the duke of Parma,^ 

No advantage was deduced from the death of the Spanljh 
governor ; the vigour, the prudence, the uncommon dili- 
gence of Parma kept all quiet in his army ; while the con- 
federates, greatly fiiperior in fl*ength, including the forces 
oC CaJJimir y the <luke of AttjoUy and the FlemhigSy were 
prevented^rom aftion, by difputes, contentions, and rivaf- 
fliip. CaJJimir entered the provinces with 7000 horfe and 
8000 foot^g force greatly fuperior to what had been flipu- 
lated. Sufpicion feized the minds of the zealous catholics, 
and even the prince of Orange and the ftates remonftrated 
againft this proceeding. I'hc one was fenfible it would 
deftroy the neceftary harmony, and the others thought it 
indicated ambition and defign. CaJJimir made his excufes^ 
and was proceeding to GhenU the burghers of which had 
promifed to pay his army if he would affift^^cm^lgainft the 
Walhms^ their declared enemies. Xhe council of ftate and 
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IVilllam of Orange had already denied them all aid, as having 
openly violated the pacification of Ghent \ but Caffimlr^ in 
great want of money, was ballancing whether he (hould not 
accept tic propofal. From this he was prevenfed by the 
neceifity of aoing to the court of London^ to concert matters 
with Elizabeth, In hii^abfence all was mutiny and difordcr 
in nis army 5 they difbanded in parties round the country, 
thfl^ cavalry were furrounded by the duke of Parma^ and 
would have been all cut in pieces or made priibners, had 
they not confented to leturn home, on his granting paff- 
poris. An:m\ army was much in the fame condition, and 
ecjually ul'clels to the confederates. IVtlliam of Orange per- 
ceiving thdt little confidence was to be placed in mercenary 
allies, and lefs in the unanimity of provinces rent by 
laol.on, dirt’erent in religion, and divided by ambition, 
poiit cal maxims, and piivate intereft, formed the fcheme of 
n.o*e clofely uniting the provinces of which he was gover- 
nor, and cementing them with thole more contiguous, in 
which the proteftant interell prevailed. Such an alliance 
WMs fubjcii: to infinitely fewer difficulties thin attended the 
more general one of uniting all the provinces ; it was in 
fa£t the only meal'urc that could be propofed with fafety, and 
it was proiccuted wdth that alacrity and addrefs for which 
• William was dciervedly celebrated.* 

* On the 23d cf jemnary aeputies from the provinces of A. D. 
lijUand^ Utrcch., Frifcland^ Groningen^ Overyjfcly JIS79* 

and G uJnerliiKd^ met at UifuvW, and figned the alliance ever 
iince known by the name of the Union ofUhcchtj 
balis of that commonwealth fo renowned by the appella- 
tion of the United Prouinces, This treaty of alliance was 
founded upon the infraitior of the pacification of Ghent ^ 
folcmnly atceded to by Philips and the ^)ate invafion of 
certain town? in Guelderlund, It was not hereby intended 
to divide the feven provinces from the other ten, or to re- 
nounce the pacification of Ghent its objcdl was to preferve 
the liberty ilipulated in that pacification, by more rigorous 
operations, and united councils. The chief articles of this 
union arc the following. 

The feven provinces fliall unite themfclvcs in intereft as 
one province, never to be feparated or divided by tellament, 
donation, exchange, fale, or agreement ; referving to each 
particular pry' ince and city all its privileges, rights, cuf- 
toms, and ihtiites. In all difputes anting between either of 

j * Ibid. 
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^ the provinces, the reft fliall interpofe only as mediators. 
They fliall affift each other with life and fortune againft 
every foreign attempt upon any particular province, whether 
to eftabljfli fovereignty, the citholic religion, arbitrary 
meafurcs, or whatever elfe may appear inconfifteht with 
the liberties of the provinces, and t^e intention of the alli- 
ance. All frontier towns belonging to the United Provinces 
(hall, if old, be fortified at the expeiice of the provinoes ; 
if new, at the joint expence of the union. I'he public 
impofts and duties ihall be farmed for three months to 
the highefl bidder, and employed with the king’s taxes in 
the public fcrvice. No province, city, or member of the 
union fliall contra£i; an alliance with any foreign prince or 
power, without the concurrence of all the other members. 
Foreign powers fliall be admitted into the alliance, only by 
confent of all the contradling parties. As to religion, the 
provinces of Hjlland and Zea!and iha'l aft in th it particular 
as th.;y think advifeable; the rcll (h .11 adhere to the pur- 
port o^' the edift puonfhed by the archduke Mathm^ which 
preferibed that no man fhoiild be opprefTed on the account of 
confcience. All the inhabitants, from the age of eighteen 
to fixty, fliall be trained and dif.iplineJ to war. Peace and 
war fliall be declared by the unani nous voice of all the 
provinces ; other matters thftt concern the internal policy < 
fliall be regulated by a majoritj^. The ftates fliall be held 
in the ufual conftitutionai manner, and coinage (hall be de- 
ferred to future determination. Finally, the parties agree, 
that the interpretation of tbefe articles (hall remain in the 
ftates general ; but in cafe of their failing to decide, in the 
ftadtholder,'* 

In this grand alliance, (k^tched out by the prince of 
Orange, may eafil^ be difeerned the judiciousifteady band 
of the qiafter and true patriot. It was fo univerfally ap- 
proved, that in a fliort time the cities of Ghent^ Nimeguen, 
Arnheim^ ^eewarden, Venlo, Typres, Antwerp, Breda, Bru^ 
ges, with feveral other towns, noblemen, and perfons of 
diftinftion, embraced and figned^ the union. Thus the 
foundation of a. commonwealth was laid, but in a fluftu- 
ating and uncertain ftate of affairs, when men were aftuated 
by different pailions, views, and interefts ; intimidated by 
the great ftrength of the Spanijh monarchy, and fupported 
chiefly by a zealous adherence to libefty, aiMi firm refo- 
lution to pcrifli in defence of freedom. Ine firft coin 


** Temp. chap. i. 
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flruck after this alliance is expreffive of the iituatian of the 
infant republic. (A) 

It was expefted, that t^e important objecf of this alliance 77v'WaI- 
would have attracted the attention of the fP'alloQrh^ «id indeed \0Qv,^fGrm 
of all the catholic inhabitants of the Nethcrlan'h : it in fail did « treaty 
fo, but in a different mfnner from what was imagined. The 
Walloons not only refufed to accede to the union, but they 
madethcftrongeftremonftrances to the ftates general upvuithe 
danger, impropriety, and illegality of luch a confederacy. It 
appears from Strada and Bentivoglio^ that the duke of Parma 
was at the bottom of their intrigues. , He ftimulated and 
prompted their meafures, infpiring them with a jealoufy of 
the proteftant defigns on the catholic religion. In the end, 
he contra^fed an alliance with them, and thereby con/irmed 
by his own example the legality and ncceHity of the union 
of Utrecht. Immediately they began levying an army, but 
ftill kept up appearances with the confederated Provinces^ 
though it was obvious that hoftilities muft foon commence* 

To prevent the effufion of blood*, the emperor, as mediator, 
fet on foot another negotiation ; but Philips depending on his 
own ftrength, would allow no reafonable terms of accom- 
modation, and give no fecurity for liberty and religion. In-* 

Head of granting equitable conditions, he laboured to detach 

• the prince of Orange from the uifion, made him extraordinary 

ofters, offered to reftore him *to all his eftates, indemnify his 
lolles, raife him to the height of power, and give him the firtt 
place in his efteem and favour. But William was too wife 
to rely on the promifes of a king, who had Ihcwn himfelf 
perfidious ; too firm to be moved by danger ; and too public- 
Ipirited to relinquilh the interefts of his country for his own 
private emolument**. He det^rminqjj to (hare the fate of the 
United Provmces^ to fulfil his cngagemcijts, and the hope 
conceived of his condu£I. « 

In the mean time great diforders arofe in Ghent, The in- 
habitants, finding that the Walloons refufed all pTcf^)ofals of l,ances in 
agreement, began afrefli their violences againft the catholics. Ghent, 

• Their example was followed at Oudenarde and Dendermonfle^ and other 
and to fuch excefs did they pufli their zeal, that the prefence tonjom. 
of the prince of Orange was neceffary to' reftore the tranquil- 
lity of Ghent in particular. On the prince’s arrival he found 

^ Le Clerc, p. 86. 

(A) Here wae reprefented a this motto, Incertum quo fata fe- 
(hip labouring Smidft the waves, , rant. Vide Le Clercy tom. ii. Sir 
unaihfted by fails or oars, with William Temple^ chap. i. p. 54. 
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every thing in confuTion, the convents and churches pillaged 
by lilt fokTiri!, the houfcs and effects of the catholic priefis 
foI(^ lit public markets j and who arrogated to himfclf 

a kir'.d of#dcfpv):i^T:. lavn^ an undue reftraint on the elec- 
tion of iinpiifoning all thofe who oppofed his 

ufiirpj'tion, 'i'hc piince loon put a^ftop to thofe arbitrary 
and miquitoub prr-ccedings ; Imhif was forced to abfeond, 
the magirt fates v/crc chofen according to the laws, and ehc 
catholics rc/tored to the full poflcflionof their elrates; an in- 
flance of jnlhce which, however, could not procure IVilliam 
the confidence of the catholic faction, who elfcemed the 
man, while they detefted the heretic*^. An attempt was 
made by the JValloons to furprife the city ; but it was fruftrated 
by the prince’s vigilance and prudence. 

S^'^i'cral While. the prince of- Orange was bufied in conciliating 
io-.L'Hs faflions, forming alliances, and ftrengthening the union, the 
ti'i ht'H /y duke of Parma was taking meafures to difconcert his projefts, 
the fluke cf reduce the provinces to the king’s obedience. He dif- 
Tarma. patched Gonzaga and Mondtagon with eight thoufand men, to 
lay fiegc to Marfan, I'he town was taken by aflault, the 
governor hanged, and forly-fivc of the chief inhabitants tor- 
tured to death, tor having valiantly defended themfelves, and 
faithfully difeharged their duty. It is faid the duke of Parma 
difavowed this bloody prudteding, fo inconfiftent indeed 
with the charadler of a hero. After feme farther inconli- 
dcrable advantages obtained in the neighbourhood of Rure^ 
monde^ the king’s army inful ted Antwerp^ where the archduke 
and the prince of Orange then refided. The'flates infantry 
was intrenched near Borgerhont^ a poft attacked without fuc- 
cefs by the duke of Porma^ after a brific fkirmifliing of two 
hours between the armies, i? Noue^ however, the general 
of the ftates army, not cbufing to expofe himfelf to conti- 
nual alarms from the enemies cavalry, retired under the can- 
non of Antwerp 

On Di*Noue's retieat, the duke of Parma invefted Mae^ 
Jlricht, 'I'he fiegc began on the 8th of March^ and continu- 
ed, without;remiflion,to the 29th of fune. This defence was 
deemed very extraordinary, as the fortifications were in bad 
order, the garrifon fiender, and the place but poorly provi- 
ded with the ncceflarics of afiege. To one Sebajlian Tappin t)ie 
whole glory was due. He was a native of Lorrain^ an engineer 
by profeffion, a proteftant, a brave and alfert foId>r, whofe in- 
defatigable vigilance railed cont^ual obftrudlibns to the 
duke’s approaches. The garrifon had fufiained frequent af- 

c 

^ Strada, lib. iii, 

faults^ 


« Id. ibid. 



or Reptihlic of Holland. gj 

faults, and made divers bloudy failles, by which they were fo 
much weakened, fat giied, and exhaufted, that during a par- • 
ley the town was furprifed, and a great many foldiers put to 
thefword; but Trippin Wds fuved by favour of the duke of 
Parma^ who gave itri^ Orders that he ihould have quarter. 

For ihree days Maejiricht was a feene of the utnfoil defoJa- 
tion and horror, tlie Spaniflj foldiers committing every excefs 
and enormity, in defpite of all the endeavours of the general 
torcftia'n their licentioufiicrs, and maintain difcipline : tired 
with pillage and flaughter, tliey fat down loaded with booty, 
but not fatiated with blood. With fuch diligence did the 
duke apply himfelf to this fiege, that, unable to fupport the 
fatigue, he was feized with a fever, which had near proved 
fatal. His fituation infpired the enemy with ficfli courage. 

They ventured to appear in the field ; they reduced AioJ}^ and 
fome other places of little confequence, but cuidJ not pre- 
vent the lois of Menin^ taken bv aflliult ; though it was foon 
after retaken by the prince Orange, In Brabant the ftates 
likewife obtained fome advantages, though of too unimpor- 
tant a nature to merit attention. The truth is, all the United 
Provinces were in a deplorable fituation, and their trifling 
fucceiTes were owing entirely to accident, or the duke of 
Parma s illuefs. Several provinces contributed nothing to 
the common caufe; others furniflied but a fmall proportion 
of the taxes agreed upon at thp union. Toe army iiad large 
'arrears due, and lived at dhcretion, in a manner more op- T/je ptua* 
preflive to the people than taxes to the amount of their re- tion of 
gular pay. The people clamoured againft the Itates, they both par^ 
threw the blame on the officers for relaxing iu point of tlif- tia, 
•cip’ine ; and the officers recriminated, alledging, that the 
fault was in the ftates, who failed in performing their en- 
gagements to the army. was in confufion j but as no 

perfon would acknowledge his ^lor, there appeared little 
hopes of amendment. In a word, nothing befides the fame 
(diftrefs in the Spanijh army could have prevented flic duke of 
Parma from reducing the revolted provinces tjp^acccpc any 
terms he ftiould think fit to preferibe. He was equally in 
want of money, and his late treaty with the jyaikons icquired 
that he fhould difmifs all his foreign troops in the fpace of 
fix weeks after the publication of the treaty. His fituation 
indeed was fo deplorabie, that he requefted leave to refign 
*his command, and retire with the foreign foldiers to Italy ; 
but the c^rt of Spain had too much confidence in his ability 
to entrufi fo important^a charge to another. In this ftate of 
afFairs-the animofity of the parties remained, without the 
• power offlhewing their refentment. The ftates were refo- 

• G 3 lute. 
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lute, but unable to defend their liberties. PhiUp was deter- 
mined, but too weak, to be defpotic. They mutually pub- 
Hflied bitter remonftrances, but their ftrength would feem to 
have evaporated in revilings ^ 

At laftjthe prince of Orange renewed the treaty with the 
duke of Anjou. It was hopvd that a brother of the king of 
France would introduce an al-eration^n their circumitances, 
more favourable than could be expelled »'rom the govern- 
ment of the archduke, unliipported by t'ae cn*<peror and the 
empire. The queen of England was again offered the fo- 
vereignty, but flic declined it for political rcafons. The 
duke of Anjou was, however, oppofed by a great number of 
the reformed, who could never reconcile thcmfelves to the 
fon of Catherine de Adcdich ; an ambitious, intriguing woman, 
doomed to indelible infarnyb by the lhare flie bore in the hor- 
rid mafilicrc of the protelianrt at Paris, All arguments to 
remove tlieir prejudices were vain. Anjou was a Roman ca- 
tholic, and that alone was fufficient to render him deteftable. 
The prince of Oiange uiged the neceflity of receiving the 
piince. Theologians and ewilians allowed that it was law- 
ful to have recouife in extremity to a papift, but the people 
continued obftinate. This determined the prince of Orange 
to have rccourfc to theftates genera), to whom he fent a Jong 
lemonftrance, pointing out the caufes why the confederacy 
did not produce the intended*«fFe<S, and exhorting them to 
re-confidcr the affair refpeifing fhe duke of Anjou. He laid 
before them a fcheme for the operations of the future cam- 
paign, the forces requifitc to pufh their projedfs with fuccefs, 
and the means of fupporting the troops. He propofed that 
the oath adminiftcred to the troops fliould be changed, al- 
ledging, as the caufe of their liceniioufncfs, that having 
only fworii fidelity to the king.^hey thought themfelves at 
libfcrty to opprefs this fuBjedts in open war agalnft Philips 
In confeq^nce, the (fates general referred the prince’s re-^ 
monftrances to the provincial (fates and cities \ and, after 
long del ibecaf ions, and warm debates, it was at length de- 
termined to call in the dulfe of Anjou, as the only refource in 
g ’ fo great a calamity. The influence of the prince of Orange, 
The duke confidence thc pcoplc repofed iij his ability and integrity, 
^ Anjou weight of his arguments, 'contributed chiefly to this 

eUaed/a- refolution. Accordingly the year began with a folcmiv 
<vereignof treaty, whereby the United Provinces renounced their alle- 
the Ne- giance to Philip, and acknowledged Frantts Het%fjles de Va^ 
Jjierlanda. duke oiAlenpn and Anjou, foft their fovereig^H. The 

^ Bentjvoc. p. lib. i. p, 19. Grot, lib. iii.* 
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treaty confifted of twenty feven articles, of which this we 
have mentioned was the chief. Deputies were fent to the • 
duke of Anjou^ to explain the articles-, and congratulate 
him on his acccilion. As to the archduke Mathias^ finding 
himfelf unfupported by Ae emperor, the empire, and the 
numerous friends whom he expedfed would have joined him 
on his elevation, he etprefled no refentment at the condudl 
of the provinces, which with great moderation he attri- 
buted to neceffity. He only demanded to know their in- 
tention with refpeft to his own perfon ; . and the ftates made 
their apology, by reprefeiiting the fituation of their affiiirs, 
afiuring him of their etteern, permitting him to refidc in 
the Netherlands as long as he thought convenient, and highly 
applauding the prudence and equity of his condudl during 
his adminiftration. (A) 

When the king cf Spain was informed of this open de- 
fedlion of the provinces, he attributed the whole to ^ 

prince of Orange^ and proceeded difcdtly to prolcribe him ; proferi^d^ 
he confifeated his eftate, upbraided him with ingratitude, and^ 
ftained his charafter with ignominy. He c/en promifed 
a reward of 25,000 crowns to whoever Ihould bring him 
the prince of Orange dead or alive, the fame to his heirs in 
cafe the attempter perilhed in the enterprife ; and he declared 
all thofe proferibed, their eftates confifeated, their honours 
^and dignities aboliftied, who adhered to William a mu nth 
after the publication of thi 5 cdi£l: *. 

The prince of Orange did not lilently pafs over this pro- ^ jj 
feription ; he employed one Villiers^ a Frenchman^ to refute irgi.* 
the edidl ; his anfwer was well received, and is recorded by ^ 
"Tiiftorians as a proof of the fpirit, the equity, the prudence, of 

and the moderation of the prince. However, when it was the duke of 
propofed to the ftates for thfiit opinion, with a requeft they Parma de- 
would publifli it in their own nam^, they,declincd it, affign- feaud. 
ing for a reafon, that it contained fome fadls^too little 


» Meteren, lib. X. 


(A) As to the provinces of 
Holland and Zealand^ they were 
left wholly in the hands of the 
prince of Orange^ whofe power 
ftadtholder was in no refped 
limited by the duke’s fovereign- 
ty. Afceryill, G^tius affirms, 
that the^mke’s authority was 
merely nominal, that the real 
ipower devolpved on the prince of 
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Orange^ whofe name, however, 
was ufed in all public ads only 
in a fubaltern capacity. It was 
apparent indeed to the French, 
that William concealed ambiti- 
ous views under the cloak of 
patriotifffl, but it was not con- 
venient to difeover their fenti- 
ments. Grot ins An7tal. lib. iv. 
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known to be credited, and perhaps too much acrimony and 
rc(c*nfiTient againjl a prince whole power they ftill dreaded. 
With thefe recriminations ended the traniadbons of the 
year. 

TI'he forowing year was ulheVed in with great commo- 
tions at ^rujjeh^ excited by one Ruyjkenvelt a monk, who 
wis ftronglv attached to king Philips '['his man by preach- 
ing, declaiming, and haranguing, endeavoured to enfiame 
th‘3 minds cf tiie people againil the* late meafures, and* to 
flir them up to revolt agairili the new' admin ftration. Mobs 
aflembled in the flreets with a view of admitting the Spa^ 
n:Jh troops, but they v/ere difperfed by the governor and 
garriion. f inding that the monks in general were con- 
cerned in a confpiracy againft the magillrates, the gover- 
nor ordered their churches to be ftmt up, their moft valu- 
able images and religious .ornaments to he fold, and them- 
T)ejtgm <2/“ fejvcs baniftied the city. Soon after thefe commotions were 
Ottlcd, the duke of Parma projedded an enterpiize againft 
Pa*-ma de- Cortain ZeaJandsrs were corrupted to betray their 

jeoiu • country 5 but they took the duke’s money, and apprized 
the prince of Orange of the defign, by which means it was 
defeated. In Brabant the ftates contented themfelves with 
maintaining their ground, without afpiriug at new acquifi- 
tions. The gzu\{oT\o^ Bergen-op^Zoom^Villevorde^ and 
Irocke^ mutinied for their ar^fears, but they were appeafed 
by the piyment of a part of*their demands. As to the 
duke of Parma^ though he was in great want of money, and 
therefore unable to undertake any confiderable enterprize, 
yet he had this advantage over the ftates, that he could fuf- . 
fer the f<dv!iers of the garriion to Jive at free quarters upoA 
the burghers 5 a liberty on which the others did not pre- 
iume, from an apprehenfion^n^irritaring thofe fpirits to be 
gained only by fopthingf cajoling and moderatifWi. Count 
Manjvelt was detached by the duke with a body offerees to 
attack Nivelle, an enterprize in w'hich he fuccceded with 
little diiEqulty ; while Conde was recovered with equal fa- 
cility by the duke of Parma in perfen. On the other hand, 
Harjpenne furprized the citadel of Breda^ defended only 
by a very flendcr garrifon, and foon reduced the city. This 
officer’s next attempt was on Gertrtiydenbergy but it failed 
The States DuRiNC thefe petty hoftilitics, the ftates, after long del^- 
renou^e b^rations at the Hague^ publiflied an edi<ft, excluding king 
tbs allsvi- Philip from any fovereignty, right, or futhorij^ over the 
ance Netherlands. This writing appeared on the 2^ of July^ 

^ Le Ci.erc. 5. Grot, lib, 4, 
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under the title of ‘‘ The abdication of Philip king of Spain.** 

It was extremely well drawn up, ftated in the ftrongeft * 
manner the mutual privileges of the king and people, pro- 
ved that the allegiance of the latter was void by the breach 
of contraft on the fide ofthe former, enumerated ihe oppref^ 
five and tyrannical a6ls of his government, fet afide his au- 
thority for the mofl: Cogent reafons, forbid money to be 
coined in his name, and took every other ftep towards in- 
d#pendencv. It was in vain for Philip to rernonflrate, he 
knew the ftates were to be convinced only by the fword ; to 
this therefore he appealed. The duke of Parma blocked 
up Cambray fo clofeJy, that the garrifon was reduced to the 
excicmity of living upon horfes, dogs, and cats, though 
they ftiil refufed to capitulate, in hopes of being fuccoured. 

At length the duke of jtnjnu allembled a body of 10,000 
foot, and 4000 horfe, and approached Cambray. The vif- The duke 
coxxnt de Turenne and count Voulandois undertook to force ^ A ijou 
thenifelves, with a body of men, but they were furrounded relk^-ves 
and taken prifoners by the Spaniards. This difappointment Cambray. 
did not difeourage the duke of Anjou : he ftill prefled for- 
ward with intention to attack the Spanijh lines ; but the 
duke of Parma^ not caring to hazard a battle, deferted his 
works, and ftjtired to Bouebain. As foon as the duke of 
Anjou entered the city, he took an oath to govern it agree- 
able to its ancient hws, and preferve the citizens in the 
Vul! pofll'flion of ail their liberties. He was now prefled by 
th. ftates and the prince of Orange to march direftly into 
FUmders ; he endeavoured to comply, but his army compofed 
chiefly of volunteers, was fo weakened by defercion, that 
he defign was laid afide ^ 

It was about this time that the duke of Anjou refumed the He fets 
notion of addrefling EUzabe^ls^e\\x^n of England^ and pro- fml for 
J)ofing mariiage to a princefs too fond^-jf independency to England, 
be (hackled with the authority of a hufband. prince 

not deterred by the ill fuccefs of his former negotiation, de- 
termined upon a voyage to England \ an cxcwrfion which 
proved equally unfuccefsful to himfelf and unfortunate to the 
United Provinces. He was magnificently entertained, led into 
a perfuafion that all would fuccced according to his wifli, 
and at length tired out with tedious expectation. In his 
abfence, St. Guilan was reduced by the prince of EJpimi. 

This general diredted his march towards Dunkirk^ with in- 
tention to^^in t\i 9 French forces. The duke of Parma j who 
had noefte of his motiq^) repaired to feize the opportunity 

> Reidan, lib. ii. c. 38. 
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of invcfting Tournay. He begun his approaches, and was 
vigoroufly received 5v that garrifbn, inipirited by the cou- 
rage of the princefs Maria d'Efpinoi^ niece of count 
Horn^ fo cruelly beheaded by the duke d*Alva. The town 
was ftorrryd in breach by the duke of Parma^ who fup- 
Tournay ported the alFailants in perfon, received a wound, and had 
tahn, the mortification to fee his SpanwrdMhrovm headlong from 
the walls. The duke of Anjou repeatedly promifed fuc- 
cours, but eithci forgot or could not perform his engage- 
ments ; the latter indeed is the moft probable, as he was 
certainly a dupe to the fuperior policy of Elizabeth^ who had 
not yet declared cpenly in f.wrui' of the ftates. In the 
end, defpairing of relief, harralfed with perpetual watching, 
and weakened by Ioffes, the garrifon capitulated on the 
2gth of November. The conditions were honourable, and 
the piincefs dUEjpinQ't in particular was rcceivetl with par- 
ticular marks of diftindion by the duke of Paima^ who 
highly efteemed the heroic qualities of this amazon. This 
advantage was fucceeded by another obtained by the Spanijh 
genet ill Verdugo^ over the confederate army in Frifelandy 
commanded by general Norris^ and William Lewis of Najfauy 
a young prince of great expedation. it appears from the 
SpauJhzQCoxxm^ that AVrw was attacked in a defile, where 
he could not draw out his troops in battalia, that he was 
put in confufion, and defeAed wuth great lofs. On the 
other !iand, the Dutch wviccti allcdge, that he attacked 
the enemy, but being inferior in cavalry, retreated in good 
order, with fcarce any lofs 

A. D. The next year began with a fpedaclc very unufual in^ 
1582. the Nefherlandsy the public entry of a Ibveieign eledefi 
^hs duke by the people. The duke of Anjou fetting fail from Eng^ 
Anjou land on the 8th day of Februvsyb^ arrived on the loth at Flujh- 
IS iiwjled ing^ where he w?*s received by the princes of Orange an*d. 
in the go- d'EJ'pimi^ Next day they fet out for Antwerp with a mag- 
tvernment nificent retinue, and went up the Scheld attended by fifty 
of thePro- barges. Uki reception at Antwerp was fplendid, beyond 
evinces. thing ever feen in the provinces ; they even exceeded the 

preparations made for Philip himfelf on his being appointed 
to the government in the Netherlands by Charles V. his fa- 
ther. A theatre was ereded before the walls of the citadel, 
in which was placed a chair of ftate, covered with cloth qf 
gold. There the duke was feated, and the conditions read 
to him, upon which he was received as^duke^f BrabanU 

c 

^ Camden in hoc An. Le ClerCi ibid. 
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When he had fworn to obferve the articles, he was cloath- 
ed with the dircal robe, and his head adorned with the du- * 
cal coronet by the prince of Orange^ who faid, 1 will 
pin it in fuch a manner tl^t it will not be eafily fliaken 
an expreffion which at that time was taken fo| a happy 
omen, though it foon proved fallacious 

While the ftates or Brabant were employed in feftivity 
and mirth, an action that would have proved fatal to the 
pr(t/inces was on the point of execution at Antwerp. A 
Bifcayan merchant named Gafper Anajlra had contrived a 
projeifJ: to redeem his fliattered fortune by the death of the An attempt 
prince of Orange, He corrupted one of his domeftics by on 

the promife of half the reward, to ftrike the blow. The 
affaffin entered the citadel, and as the prince was paffing nf- 
ter dinner into another room, difeharged a piftol, and d.uj- 
geroufly wounded him behind the ear. The prince v/as 
ftunned with the force of the ball, and before he recovered 
the alFaflin was killed by his attendants, which j * evented 
for a time the abfolute difi^ vt .y of tlu pi '. \'o ’;^h it af-, 

terwards appeared from cir. iirniianr/'?. ’ ./as ic «! that 
he had confer’ '* the wtt to a • ir.^ I Antonio 

‘Tmimertny. , re- » iving f orn the wicked pric*} . laolntioii, 
and a promife of eternal reward. Tunvicrmon was hang- 
ed, drawn, :ind quartered, his limbs being fixed up on 
the walis of the citadel A ntwcyp* Nothing could 

more fully prove the importance oi’ IP'iHums life, than the 
rejoicings of the Spaniards., in a falfc report of his 
death, and of the confederates ai foon as it was fully 
.‘'^onfirmed th.-.t his life was in no danger. It was, perhaps, 
not very prudent in the prince of Parma to write circula- 
tory letters to the cities on the p»efumptif'n that th ‘ pnnee 
of Orange was no more ; afi'orded rufpici^»n chat he 

was not ignorant of the confpiracy. Finding the report 
groundlcfs of the piincc’s death, Panna determined to be- 
gin hoftilitics. Oadenarde was inveltcd and clofely befieged Oude- 
' from the 8th of April to the 23d of Jtdy, Thi brave de- narde is 
fence made by the garrifon, gave the duke of Anjou fuffi- taken by 
dent time to come to the relief of the town, had his ar- the duke 
my been fufEciently ftrong for the enterprizc ; but he^Parma, 
had not yet received the expefled reinforcement from France^ 
afid was under the neceffity of contenting hirnfclf with 
the furprifal of A/^^ by way of retaliation ®. His infantry 
was encaqj^lli^d, and under the command of count de Roche* 

Le ^ERc, lib. iii. p. 96. 
p. 75. BenI-ivog. p. 42. 
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forty before the walls of Ghent, Here the count was at- 
tacked by the duke of Parmay who after an obftinatc con- 
flict was forced to retire, without being able to bring on a 
general engagement. 

Ok th| fir ft of July a confpiracy againft the duke of An-- 
jouy the prince of Orangey atid dk Efpinoiy was happily dif- 
covered at Bruges, Tt'he acconiplicdfc of the plot were feized 
and tortured, upon which they declared that they were ex- 
ptffly employed by the duke of Parma. It is probable 
that the duke muft have received pofitive orders to this ef- 
fciSt from the couit of Spain ; for fo bafe and little a revenge 
was totally inconfiftent with the generous and heroic qua- 
lities of that warrior. For the remainder of the campaign, 
the chief operations confifted in the furprifing of inconfi- 
dciable places: bothfidcs were unable to take the field with 
dignity or advantage for .want of troops and money. The 
duke of Patma had a great number of forces in the Nether- 
lands \ but they were necefl'arily employed in garrifonmg 
thoie towns the inhabitants of which were fufpedted ; and 
the dates wcic prevented from augmenting their army, 
Iccaufe no fettled provifion was made for their main- 
tenance. The king’s chief army in the field did not exceed 
4000 men, and yet it was fuperior to the confederate forces. 
It was now the great aim of the duke of Partra to obtain 
the confent of the IValloons^ that the Spanlfli forces might 
return into the Netherlands ^ hb gained fo much upon tlfc 
afFcdlions of the people that they readily came into his fen- 
tirpents ; but the nobility ftill oppofed him, from the ap- 
prehenfion that their own fervices would then be of lefs con- 
fequencc. I'he nobility, however, were forced to yieKi 
to the clamours of the people and the king’s command, 
who gave orders that Spaniards and 4COO Ita- 

lians (hould imipediateTy begin their march ^or 
Such an^accclTion % the enemies ftrength required the ut- 
moft vigdartce and aftivity on the fide of the confederates, 
who imm^iatciy engaged in their fervicc 4000 Sxuifi in- 
fantry, and a body of French cavalry, under the conduct of 
prince Daufiiiy and Armaud de Biron. But as the auxiliaries 
of neither party arrived before it was late in the feafbn, they 
were put into winter-quarters, in order to commence ope- 
rations with vigour in the fpring.P 

1 'he taking of Endove by furprife, and fome other fpi- 
rited aftions, prepoflefl'ed the people ftrdftgly ii^avour of the 
duke of Anjouy and infpired them.with hopes, tff«t, with his 
brother’s affiftance, he would foon oblige the Sp^.jtirds to 

P Mi^rcEEK, lib. xi. fol. 2x9. 
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evacuate the Netherlands. But thefe expectations were fru- 
ftrated by the apparent coldncfs with which Hmry IIL pro- 
moted the duke’s intereit. Both princes were indeed of two 
indolent and eafy a difpofiflon to employ much attention on 
public afFaiis, which they left entirely to the mahagemeiic 
of thtir favourites and cninions. It was owing equally to 
jcalouiy and inactivity, tHat Henry feebly affiited his bro- 
ther; if the duke fuccceded in his eiiterprize, the king 
forel'aw he would become independent ; if he failed, he mult 
fall back an incumbrance on the crown. This determined 
Henry to lleer a middle courfe, to feed him with hopes, and 
fupply him with iuccours, juit fuflicient to prevent his fink- 
ing, but very inadequate to what was neceflkry to infure 
fuccefs. It would indeed be an unpopular meaiure entirely 
to abandon the duke of Jnjeu^ who would probably gain 
a ftrong party in the kingdom from the cruelty of the ufage, 
and the pufiilanimity of Hemy. On the other hand, the 
duke, who had figured to himfelf on his arrival in the Aw?- 
iherlands^ all the power and poinp of defpotifm, finding that 
he was now deftitute of nioii-y, forces and councils, aban- 
doned himfelf to the direction and admonitions of the 
young people about him, whofe views in coming to Han- 
ders was to enrich themfelves at the expence of the Flemings. 
They were perpetually throwing out complaints of the in- 
gratitude of the ffates, wl/ich ferved only to iriitatc the 
people and alienate their afteCtions from the new govern- 
ment. In a ftiort time, he entirely loft the confidence of 
the people, by means of his pernicious counfeilors, who 
Sdvii'ed him to feizc with the French forces on Newport^ 
Dixinnyde^ Ojlendy Bruges^ Dendermond^ ^lof^y Vilvordet 
jintwerp^ and the feveral tow^^^^and cities round which the 
french 2Si^*FlemlJh troops were quartered. By gaining the 
Entire pofleflion of thefe places, it was weakly im^ined, he 
might render himfelf arbitrary, and fix the ftates in depend- 
ence upon the French intereft. The projeCI was executed 
with fuccefs at Dtinkirky St. Finox, Dixmuyde^ and Viluordey 
but it failed at Antwerp^ and other places. The duke took 
it upon himfelf to gain pofleflion of Antwerp ; but the vigi- 
lance of the prince of Orangey and the courage of the 
j^urghers, defeated the attempt, and obliged the French to 
retire, with thelofsof 1500 men killed and taken prifoners**. 
He afterwards endeavoured to apologize for his conduct, 
which h&^attributed to accident; and the ftates, not daring 
to cx^fpfrate a prince in pofleflion of fo many of their towns, 

^ Thuan, lib. 77, p. fiiz. 
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feemed to give credit to his excufes, while they determined 
narrowly to watch his conduct. 

As loon thefe tranfaclions were known in France .and 
Fngland^ Henry and Elizabeth ofteted their mediation to ap- 
p;‘u‘e tlie ep/.T, and rcc niciie the duke to the ftates. 
Elizabeth a.lviied iiiin to ciilinifs tlK counfellors of this 
niviaiure, as well toe odicers employed in the execution, 
as the onl> Hep that could poflibly regivin the afFedtions and 
confidence of the people. Xne Hates would do nothing 
without coniclting their great leader the prince of Orange^ 
'r»P* fciuini<.n(s upon thixS fubje6t they demanded. 

. s anfwer was fmh as might increafe tne hyh i^pinion of 
■ prudence, and penetration, though fome have 
i.: ’ { » rhac It waxS uiftated by ambition, in the prefent 
i \ cun.; . cs of aftdiis. only one of thele methods can be 
; cuhe T to make peace with the kmg oi Spain ^ to 
ixC .icilc thcnifelvcs wi.h the duke of Jnj «, or to dciend 
thei' J h. it.cs with the native forces, without having recourfe 
to loiwign powers. As to the firft it was im.pradticable with- 
cai*^ :m ...cing all the advantages propofed by the war, and 
) ' : ing worfe conditions than had been propofed by the 

duke d'Alva. It was, he faid, no difficult matter to heal 
the breach between the Hates and the duk^ of Jnjcu\ but 
in doing this, thev were agai«i expofed t > ihe fame danger 
from which ;h y l iicls hidbecrefc vt >vidcntially delivered* 
With refpeiSl ix> the remaining Jtc* native, that of defend- 
ing their liberties by national troops, it would, he faid, be 
much the moft dciirable, were it poffible ; but he feared, 
that neither tlie chiefs were unanimouxs, the provinces richj 
and the people numerous enough to rely upon their endea- 
vours. Upon the whole, Ij^jj^cver, he recommended this 
laft courfe, provic^cd an/ degree of harmony of counfel5> 
could be eftabiifhedj and that all the provinces would re- 
folve to a& up to thr li engagements. But he fubmitted his 
fentiments.tQ the judgment of the ftates, declaring, that he 
would be wholly governed by their opinion. Many perfons 
imagined t*sat he fought to increafe the public diftraflion 
in the ftrong manner in which he ftated the difficulties con- 
fequent on every poffible meafure. It is not improbable, that 
the ftates were likewife of this opinion, from the rcfolutioi^ 
they formed of being reconciled to the duke of Anjou 
After the prince’s anfwer was fully Aamin^ and the 
rcmonftrances of Bellievre the FrentJj ambaffadoiym favour 
of the duke of Anjouyh^^t^y the ftates nominated ^^ties 


^ Lf Clerc, lib, iii. p. I02. 
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to confer with the duke. They had no expeflation of af *M!edto the 
fiftaiice fioin Germany^ the queen of England was fparing of d.ike cf 
her promifes, money, and forces ; but Henry III. not only Anjou, 
engaged to aflift them libetally if they w -uld accommodate 
matters with his biother, but threatened in cal'tfof refufal 
to throw himfelf in the oppofite I’caU*. 'I'hefe menaces, 
and the defire that the duke would attempt the relief of 
E'f^love^ now befiegcd near three months, haftened the ne- 
gociati')n. It yyas agreed that the French prifoners at Ar:t- 
weip fhould be releafed, that the effects of the Flemijh mer- 
chants feized in France^ and the towns of V'tlvorde^ Dender- 
mond^ and Vinox fhould be reftored ; that the duke’s army 
fhould take the field, and every thing be placed on the fame 
footing as before the attempt on the liberty of the provinces ; 

Endove in the mean time furrendered for want of provifions, 
and the marefchal Biron^ at the head of th^ French army, re- 
taliated upon the Spaniards^ by furprifing the cafiles of fterfel 
and TVoiid, the latter of which was defended by a ftrong 
garrifon. Vierfel however was. foon after retaken by the 
count Manfveldt, To flop the pnigrefs of Biron^ the duke 
of Parma marched againlt him with all his forces, attacked 
him near Bergen- op-zocm^ and defeated him, with the lofs or ^ ^ ' 
500 men. In this aftion Birm was wounded; but hiftori- 
ans differ widely in particular^ After this advantage the 
^panijh general laid fiege to* Fllrentals^ but relinquiflicd it on 
advice that the duke of Anjou^ difgufted at the late defeat, 
and the tedious deliberations of the flatcs, had retired into 
France^ leaving the fieur de Chamois with a flender garrifon 
4 n Dunkirk. As this town was an objccSl: of more importance 
than Hirentals^ he refolved to inveft it with all his forces : Dunkirk 
bis operations were fo vigorou^ puflied, that Chamois^ after taken. 
^veral britk fallies, was obliged 10 furrender. He was ho 
Jboner.in the poffeiEon of this port, thanPhe equipped a great 
Imumber of armed velfels to cruize upon the Zealanders^ ref- 
train their enormities, and make reptiials. T^)jche reduc- 
tion of Dunkirk fucceeded the fiibmiilion of Fumes and 
Newport } then of St. Finox, Dixmuyde^ and Menin.^ 

The rapidity of the prince of Parma^s conquefts rendered 
more apparent the efFefls of the diflenfions in the ftates, the The duke 
want of unanimity, and of a head to direft their councils, of Anjou 
Of all mem the prince of Orange^ who was perfeftly acquain- ret^ns to 
ted with the humoar of the people, and the ftatc of affairs, was 
thefitteiyEo prefide, buj jealoufy obftruAed his promotion. 
That^mice had now by a fourth marriage formed a ftrong 
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intereft with the protedants of France^ having efpoufed Loutja 
de Coli^nij daughter to the famous admiral Coligni. His life 
was every day in danger, upon account of the fervices he had 
done the provinces ; he was firmfy attached to liberty ; but 
his ambition, which however he reftrained, and artfully con- 
cealed, was dreaded tofuch a degree, that though all acknow- 
ledged his fuperior capacity, few ever thought of raifiiig him 
to the fuprenie government.* 

The duke of Anjou's retreat was of the utmoil fervice to 
the duke of Parma^ who artfully fomented the divihon in the 
provinces, and every day Itrcngthened his army by dcfcrtions 
from the enemy, not of individuals but of whole cities and 
garrifons. On the 5th of March he received deput<es from 
Ghent. The feditiojs and tumultuous fpirit of the inhabi- 
tants had forced the prince of Orange to quit the city, and 
abandon that rebellious people to their fate ; upon v/hich 
they defircd to be reftored to the favour of king Philips pro- 
mifing him the utmoft loyalty and fidelity, provided their 
privileges were fecured. Tfaefe however were only the fen- 
timents of a party : the greater part of the citizens remain- 
ed attached to the ftates, and being feafonably fupported by 
a body of troops from Brujfds and Antwerp^ fupprefled the 
Spanijh faflion, juft as it was upon the point of delivering 
up the city to the duke of Pacma. 

Amidst thefe confufions die duke cTAnjou died in* 
France^ and foon after the prince of Orange was affallinatcd 
at Delphj by one Balthazar Gerrard or Guion, a perfon who 
had before ferved his highnefs with fidelity and zeal. He 
was at that very time employed by the prince to carry 
letters into France^ and had received money to bear his ex- 
pences, with which he purcii^gd piftols to murder his bene- 
fa<ftor. At the criniinal's**examination, it appeared that he 
had long meditated ' this bloody a£):ion, and was confirmee' 
in his rcfolution by the jefuits and catholic priefts ; he even 
affirmed o$i jthe rack that the duke of Parma was privy to 
the defign, who promifed he Oiould have the reward : upon 
the whole, Gerrard feems to have been an enthufiaft, and his 
crime the refult rather of infanity, than any concerted fcheme, 
malicious or intcrefted intention. His punilhment how- 
ever regarded only the aAion ; it was cruel beyond mea- 
fure, ihocking to humanity, and a ftriking inftance of the 
vehement party-fpirit of the times 5 not 0/ the juftice of the 
judges, or the attachment of the jieople to the^^rince of 
Orange.^ 

*ld. ibid, 
lib. xii. 
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Containing an account of the fiats of affairs confequeHt 
on the death of the Prince of Orange, the fiMtholder- 
fbip of Trines and the government of tbs 

Earl cf LiCictfter, voith other particulars^ 

HE Unkrd PiovkiL'cs were now deprived of their chief 
A hope ; It'^dllam was the iuui of the union, though he 
fojr.u it fieejuciicly impofiible to govern the paffions of the 
inoliirudc ; his vigilance, addrefs, penetration, eloquence, 
iii>ciaiity, and prudence, had hitherto preferved their li- 
bel ty; but liis ambition, boldnefs, cunning, and intrigue, 
hi>d involved them in a maze of politicks, out of which it 
required his fuperior capacity to extricate the Netherlands, 

A /reneral gloom and dcfpondency appeared in every face ; 
conrufiun and anarchy now reign' d in the councils of the prince 
confederates. The provinces of Zealand and Holland alone Maurice 
endeavoured to repair the lofs, and fhew their gratitude to deeted 
JVdlumi^ by dealing his Ton Maurice their ftadtholder and JI a dt holder 
captain general by lea and land. Maurice was at that time of Hol- 
cighteen years oi’jge, but luch rays of genius fhone forth in land, 
his chaiacler, as approved hiiii worthy of the honours con- 
ferred. Such was the youth oppofed to the duke of Panna^ 
the mole icnowncd general of the age. It was imagined 
in Spain^ iliat the death of William would deprive the con- 
ftdeiate-, nut only of counfd, but of courage, longer to refill 
whe powuT of Philip ; but as foon as the firft emotions of 
tcrrqr and griei were fubfidcd, it produced very contrary 
efTeds. Revenge took place ^ dcfpair, and the horror of 
c aflhllin^tion, iniiverfally attribSted to the intrigues of 
f dip^ lb irritated the people, that tlicy^etcfmincd to pro- 
cure the war with fuch \igour and conftancy, a? required 
exertion of all the duke of Patma'^n abilit^c% For d 
"time indeed their efforts were feeble, becaufe they were 
ill directed ; but Zealand and Holland having led the 
Uirecht^ Guelderland^ and Ovetyffel followed the ex- 
ample ; chufing governors ftrongly attached to tfie caufe of 
liberty, and to the memory of the prince of Orange. Now 
tHey united themfelves more clofely ; they came to a refo- 
lutioii, that if any»article of the treaty Utrecht had been ^ 

broken oyiCgledled, henceforward ftridlly to obferve it, to ^ ‘ • 

lemov^^/lHcultics, duly to furniih their feveial quotas, to * 

puimit only *the publick cxcTcife of the evangelical reli- 
gion, and to exert their utmoft efforts to refill the tyranny 

Mod. Hist, Voj,. XXXI. H ef 
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* of Philips and revenge the affaflinalion of their great dcli- 
veier the prince of Orange,^ 

The Ah Whilk the provinces were taking the moft vigorous 
mcal'ures for their mutual defence, the general was 

preparing ^o pufli the advantage he expected from the dif- 
order coniequent on the death of IVilliam of Orange, Ant- 
werp^ notwithflanding its lofTes in the beginnin«r of the 
tfoiiblvrs, 'vvas jlill the moxl* wealthy city of the Newerlands ; 
this city had long been the objedt of the duke ot Parmd^ 
dcfigns, but the enterprife was attended with fuch difficul- 
ties as obliged him until now to defer it. He once prepofed 
laying fuge to Anitv^rp^ immetUatcly after the redudtion of 
Maejincht,^ and he now refumed the projedV, in hopes that 
the conlij/ion in the provinces would prevent thejr fending 
the required fuccoiirs; to fucceed, it V’as neeeffary to cut 
< ff the communication cff the city with Holland^ with 
Gkcnty and all the places above and below Antwerp on the 
r\vcx SMd. With this view he laid frge to Lifkcnjhouk 
and places of the utmoft confcqucncc to tne com^ 

n^crce and fecuiity of the ‘city : both were obftinatcly de- 
fended, and the liege of the latter raifed after it had been 
cairied on for three months with inci edible fatigue, induf- 
try, and cxpciice; however, the duke of Parina gained 
poireffion of fcvcral other polls on the river, where he built 
lorts, and greatly annoyed fhe (hipping and trade of 
werp. He next laid ficge to Dnidermonde^ in order to cut 
off the communication between Ghent and Antiverp ; in 
which he I’ucceeded by the reduftion of the town. His next 
attempt was on Vilvorde ; this place he took by aflault, arhd -- 
thereby put a flop to the intercourfc between Antwerp and' 
Bruffels, Finding this method of hemming in the city te- ' 
dious and uneffcdual, wh'!c*MfM^opening to the mouth of the 
river remained, he propofed in council, that fortificci^. 
bridge lliorJd be built acrofs the Scheldt and defended 1 
(trong forts and outworks at both extremities. Atfirft ’ 
propofitioii A’as received as whimfical and idle by (he mem- ' 
bers of the council, but on the duke’s explaining his de- 
iigri, with applaufe : while he was procuring the proper ma- 
terials for his dcfign, the inhabitanis of Ghenty terrified with 
the preparations, and affured that his next attempt would be 
direilcd againft their city, rcfolved to deprecate his wrath 
by their fubniiffion. Deputies were accordingly fent to the 
duke of Parma j and it was agreed on thc^ 17th ofJSeptetnbery 


?. ‘ tha^ 
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that Ghni! fliould reciJivc a Spanifl) garvilbr], on conJi j'on * 
the city fliould be prefervcd in all its privileges.^ 

After this acquiiition the duke returned to his main Ghent 
obje<!-t, the redu6ticn of Antwerp \ he began wirh (^oiledtuig 
great quantities of wood at Gallo and fort St. Philip^ v.heie 
he intended the bridge«fliouId be erected; but hiN piojedt 
was for a time retarded by the Antweipers^ who broke down 
the^dykes, overflowed the whole country, and fwept off 
with the inufidation all the duke’s magazines. Not difcou- 
raged by this accident, he applied himfelf diligently to re^ 
pair the iofs, and by way of carrying ofF the waters cut a 
canal from 8uken to Collo^ a work of prodigious labour an.l 
cxpence. It was purfueJ v/itb the utniolt diligence, and 
executed with expedition fcarce credible. Next he fet 
to v/ork upon the bridge, and finiflied, without interrup- ^ 
tion from the Xealandoi or Antwerpen^ in feveti mniiths, 
that ftupendous monument of his genius, which was to 
dete rmine the fate of Antwerp. Piivate intercll, even when 
all was at flake, prevented the Antiucrper s hom executing a 
tlheme which would have infallibly baffled all the duke’s 
endeavour?, and effectually have deftroyed the fruits of his 
labour. Aldegondc the governor propofed building a fort on 
CouvenftAn dyke, to fecure that important poft, rnd bicak- 
•ing down the dyke, after the duke of Parma*^ bridge fhould 
bc^ncar iiniflittd ; but his fenfiments were violently oppofed 
by certain citizens, who apprehended their lands and villas 
would be deftroyed by the inundation ; this unfeafonable 
oppofition, with the unexcufablc negligence of the ina- 
g*ftrates, who, depending upon a free intercourfe by 
means of the river, deferred laying in corn, becaufe tho 
markets happened to be high- /' 4 c^fioned the lofs of the 
ciy^ and was a flagrant proof that fPilluwi of Orange no 
l<^,er directed their councils. However, *in of all 

duke of Parma’s precautions, the 'Lealanders found 
ni.Ati? to throw in a convoy of corn ; but the citizcwi# know- 
‘,*g they would not run the hazard of carrying it back, fo 
.cheapened the price that thofe bold traders refufed ever 
again bringing their goods to fo bad. a market. Thus, 
through avarice, indolence, and infenfibility, did the Ant^ 
werpers fee their ruin daily approaching, without feeming to 
obferve it. They did not apprehend the confequence of 
quietly permitting thc®duke to finifb the bridge, until it was 
too late toj»;-pair the errq^, and they began to fuffer by 
famine 5 they prefled the Zealanders to attempt their 

^ Lfi Clerc, lib.-iv. p. 112. 
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I'cil .l' by vttackmg the bridge j but the reception thofe mar!- 
iKii, bad lalt -n.Lt with, was no inducement to run frelh 
: however, by order of ^hc ftates, the ad- 

m’nd of ^'.caland was pr* paring to make the attempt. 

A fquadron was appointed ; but he deferred the enteiprife 
in'*dcr fo mii.'iy pretences, that he v^as fuperfeded, and the 
c:'rTsmiind ^ivcr; tc* and JitJlni Najfau^ who imme- 

diately ;itt.icked t.ijj'jkeyijhAiti^ with lo much fpirit and r'^'o- 
]ut!v)n, that it fui rendered on the fuff fiunmons. I'hey 
next Icl] upon /7. Aniofiic- lOit^ which, together with feverai 
other pofis, t’ cy took ; but they iiegledted building a foit on 
a polt they ft ized near Callo, 'I'he duke o^Pannu perceived 
their ovcifight ; he forced the polf, and then hud it for- 
tihed. 

J'iijT as all the endeavours of the Zealand fleet could 
procure no relief to AnHverj)^ the governor and magifliates 
to dt liberate by what means they couid now deltroy 
the hrulio, vvhi<.h they might have prevented the duke from 
evt'i com|)le.iting. Seafbnably Ginchdli^ a Mantuan engineer, 
ofl'eicd his lerviccs, undertaking at a certain expence to 
Mow the whole woik into the air : the expence was the 
main objewion entertained by thofe penurious merchants, 
but this c;bltiu!e was at laft furmounted by nectfiity ; Gine~ 
Llli was provided with two fLirj^e vcflels, a number of fmall * 
boats, the powder, combuilibles, and all the ctlicr mate- 
rials he required ; he formed the two Jaige vcflels into 
fiicfliips, fet them adrift with the flream, and deceived the 
enemy by means of falfe fires lighted up in the fleer o^* 
Imall b ats. '1 he train of one of the lirc-fhips w^as cot^ 
fumed before the time expected, and fhc blew up with a 
terrible explofion, but }y^ damage to the bridge ; the 
other was more fuccefsfuJ, carrying ofF all thc‘ outworkV 
fetting fire the whole bridge, and burying above 
foldicrs in the ruins it made, among whom were the gpar\ 
quis (Je the fieur and fevcral SpaniJJj ofliccr; 

of diftindtion; however, the terror which this dreadful' 
iiratagem of war occafioned, exceeded the damage ; the 
fire was foon extinguifhed, and the bridge again repaired 
by the diligence of the duke : avarice deterred the Ant- 
werpers from repeating the experiment j they continued 
Antwerp ncverihclcfs in conjundtion with the Zealanders to attack and 
enemy ; but finding themfefves baffled in every 
Xy-.-ihi- attempt, and reduced to the jyeateft extren^ties, they 
fcrioufly thought of making their peace with Spai^:^^ Dc\n{^ 

Mr l i.REN, lib. xii. p, 247, ,Bli^TlVQG. p. 2.Mib. li p« 74. 
Le Clekc, lib. iv.p. 120. 
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ties were accorJingly fent to the duke of Parma^ a treaty 
was concluded, and king Philip's fovereignty again ac knovv- 
Icilgcd in Jnttverp, It is affirmed that the city of 
dain had obftriicted every meafure propofed the relit ! of 
this commercial city, hoping to profit by the fii:e of Iut 
flouriihing rival. It was not doubted but the pioteihnts 
would forl’ake it as fcoii avS it fell into the hands of an 
aibitrary catholic piir.cc. I'he conjedture w.is fulfilled, 
families retiring with their efl'ects to yhn/lcrd.mi. 

While Antwerp wms befieged, it was univerfally be- A irr^y 
lieved, that the fate of the provinces depend^^d on the for- *he 
tune of that city ; yet fuch was the confufion among the C/ 
confederates, that only feeble attempts were made for its 
relief. Now the terror infpired by the duke’s conquefts de- 
termined the flates general to fend a folcmn deputation to 
the queen of England^ oft'ering her the fi»v'erei_nry of the 
piovinces upon certain conditions. This Elizaheth relufcd ; 
but ihe concluded a treaty with the ftates, whereby flic enga- 
ged powei fully to affifi them with men and money, upon 
havn g the towns of Brhl^ Fluflnng^ and Ramekins^ put into 
her hands in fecuriry of future payment. All this lime EUza- 
hth atul king Philip preferved little moie than the appear- 
ance of peace; the latter was fomenting the infunedion 
in Ireland^ while the former lent a hand to tlie foundation 
.of a new commonwealth fornning m the Netherlands, The 
addition of the kingdom ftf Portaged to his valf monarchy, 
rendered Phuip more haughty and uncontroulable, wfilhoiit 
muv h enlarging his power ; he now thought himfelf a match 
for all Ewupe^ though he had not yet fubdued his rebellious 
fubjccts in the Low Countries ; and accordingly he embroil- 
ed r.imfelf with the crowns of France and Englnn l^ by pio- 
teding the I< ague, r4nd receiving the invefliture of Ireland 
^from the ripoflolic fee. ElixabM' owgzgjid, by treaty to fuc- 
■tour the provinces with 5000 foot and* 13^^ horfe, under 
tV command of an Englijh gen ral ; to pay 'tTlofe troop.? 
duiing the war, on conJitiv n of being rciijjbyrreJ when 
por.ee flioulu be re-cfiahlifted ; and to accept of the three 
towns mentioned in fecurity of payment. The treaty fartner 
imported, th.at the Englijh govern ors of the cautionary tov/ns 
fliould have no authority over the inhabitants ; that the 
towns fliouJd be reftored to the flates on the repayment of 
the money ; that the Englijl) general and two other perfor.s 
nominated by tl^e queen of England Ihould have feats in 
the flajjps general ; th^^t neither peace nor war fhould be 
ipad yj?j tj}oiit the mutual confent of the contrading parties ; 

'tha^m c:?re of her equipping a fleet for the fcrviccs of the 
/ -li 3 province::, 
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provinces, the ftates ftould back it with an equal force, the 
whole to be commanded by the EngUJh admiral \ finally, 
that the porls and harbours of both countries ihould be open 
to the fubjects of each nation. The treaty was no fooner 
figned, than Brilk was delivered into the hands of Sir 
Thomas (Cecily Sir PkiUpSidaev took poffeffion of Flvjlangzxii, 
Ramekins in quality of governor ; And the earl of Leicefter 
was appointed general of the Etiglijh auxiliaries. Immediately 
fuccccdcd a manifefto in vindication of the queen’s condUft, 
(hewing her rcafons for affixing the opprefled inhabitants of 
the Low Countries j here fhe alledged, that the alliance be- 
tween England and the Netherlands related to the mutual 
welfare of both countries, rather than to any perfonal 
animofity between the fovereigns ; her majefty therefore 
thought her/elf at libeiiy to fuccour the injured fubjeds, 
without declaring war the king. She complained 

of fhe condiifl of the Upcaiijh miniftcr Mendoza^ who had 
cn 'r..v^ Lzred to excite factions, and ftir up rebellion among 
her popifli fubjcdl^? ; fhe enumerated the many profFeis (he 
had made of mediating a peace between the king and her 
good allies in the Netherlands ; (he taxed Philip with a dclign 
of invading England^ and with having fent powerful fup- 
plies of monev to the rebels in h eland 'y and laiily, to anti- 
cipate t!ie king's vengeance, (lie equipped a fquadron of 
twenty (hi})?, detached under the conduL^I of Sir Pianc.!^ 
Dtake^ to initd the upariifi) i’ettlemenls in t’nc V/eft Indies.^ 

A. D. On the eail of Leice/fer^s arrival in Holland^ he was re- 
1586 ccived with tl;e utmoll refpcdl and vcncriuion ; the con- 
Leicelltjr federates had conceived great hopes of his abilities, they^^* 
■made go- conftituted him governor-general of the provinces, and be- 
*vtrnoy ge^ fore he hid exhibited any p;oof of his valour or condudf, 
mera,, vefted him with a power dictatorial, which he foon 

abui'ed by an adminiflration equally weak, wanton, cruelS 
and oppre/uve.,^ Hh authority was in a manner unlimitecfL' 
not cniy in •^cfpti'. to the condu£t of ibc war, but in ci?;4 
affairs and,;^e hnances. The confc'^cratcs luvilhed honours 
upon the favc irite chicflv to engage EUzaicth in their inte- ^ 
refti and the queen penetrating their defign, was by no means 
pleafed With their cxtraordinai y indulgence to her minion. 
Some attribute her rcfcntnicnt to jealoufy, others with more 
probability to policy, which required that (lie ihould not 
too deeply involve herfelf in the quarrel between Philip and 
his fubjefts. It was foon perceived, that* the confidence of 

** Camden Vit. £//«. Ann. ic86. Metehen.-I^: xiii. 
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the Bates was mifplaccd, Lcicejler not only (hewed his in- ^ 
-capacity to direcSt military operations, by perrnitting'the duke 
of Parma to proceed in a rapid courfe of conqueiks j but 
he aflumed the air of a fevereign prince, fwayed arbitrarily 
in the Netherlands^ and expreffed a contempt the queen 
of England's authority; a piincefs whofe iP-judged favour 
had raifed him to the height of ambition. They had fuffered 
him to nominate a counfellor of ftate for each province, to 
change the great fcal, and quarter his own arms with thole 
of the ftates ; but all this was infufficient to gratify the 
carl’s ambition. Actuated by a kind of fatality, and intoxi- 
cated with liis elevation, he refufed the infliudfions of the 
ftates, filled up all vacant places, coined bafe mhles to pafs 
for double their intrinlic value, ere<fted a new court of ex- 
chequer, filled the colleges qf the admiraltv with his un- • 
qualified favourites, oppofed the* levying German auxilia- 
ries, excited the people to rife againll the magilhates, in- 
troduced diforder into the finances, and filled the provinces 
with confufion. 

Befoke Lcicejier had betrayed his incapacity, Elizabeth 
remonftrated to the Hates on his extraordinary elevation, 
without her knowledge or confent, notwithflanding (he had 
publickly declared her intention was only to afiift her oppref- 
fed neighbours, not to feize upon the fovereignty of the pro- 
*vinces : fhc now required tnat they would revoke tliofc 
honours conferred fo wantonly, not that (he meant to de- 
fert their intereH, hut to maintain her own honour. The 
ftates fubmiiEvely appologized for their conduct, and de- 
clared it was the fartheft from their intention to offend her 
majefty ; but finding that a governor general was necelfary 
to preferve unanimity, they had preferred a fubjeeft of 
jland to any other. They had the word abjolute in the 
'aft only to diftinguifh him fiom feme tynpoi xrj governors, 

<knd to give weight to his dignity. Tb'*v>^s**Judcd with 
. -quelling her majefty, that (he would not diil upon a re- 
vocation, which they apprehended would be aitSnded with 
confufion, and the moft fatal confequence-s. This letter 
was accompanied with another from the can, filled with the 
mod humble fubmidions and feigned contrition, with which 
however Elizabeth relied fatisfied.® 

• Leicejler began his government with reftoring military LekeficrV 
difeipline, for regelating which he publifhed (ome good mijeondua* 
ordonanc^s. Ha^ he kept to this plan, his adminiftration 
Wou][^^!iiive been happ^, and his perlbn beloved; but he 

^ Mete REN. lib. xiii. 
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^ immediately proceeded topafs certain decrees relative tornm-^ 
mercc, that were juftly deemed very arbitrary, oppreilive, 
and injuriotis to the country. He prohibited all kinds of 
warlike (lores, provinons, or othfr merchandife, to be fold 
not only Co the enemies cf the (late and their allies, but to 
neutral powers ; by which means trade fuftained .confider- 
able damage ; he even prohibited a!\ intercoufc either by 
exchange or other wife with Spain^ France^ and the northern 
powers, under perirdty of the confifeation of their (hips a?id 
goods. The advifer of this meafure was James Reglnaidt^ 
a perfon before odious to the people; and to enforce 
it, Rfginmlt^ in coiitcmpt of the council cf flatc, pro- 
cured an extraoidina' v coinmiffion to proceed with rigour 
againft thofe who l]>oiild be guilty of a trerpafs upon the 
decree : by this cornmiffion he was empowcicd to ex- 
amine the books and papers of merchantF, contrary to the 
ancient rights and privileges of the commercial inhabitants 
of the Netherlands. Leicejier likewifc demanded, that all 
foreign traders (liould have pafl'pv:irts from him, by which he 
pretended he c^uld greatly air^ment the revenue ; certain it 
is, that he levied great fums by thofe oppreffive meafurcs ; 
but no part was applied to the public ftrvicc.^ 

Grave, While the earJ was bufied in rendering his government 
end other odious, ^nd deftiuccive to the people who had juft prorno- 
ionxjmfur- pinnacle cf Ruijian grandeur, the duke ot 

PYfa ^ pulhing the operations of the campaign. Count 

vas ordered to block up the town of Grave on 
and to throw a bridge crofs the river, to prcr 
vent the entrance of fupplies. He bu.lt f 'ur forts upon the 
river, which he ftrongly garrifoned, and compleated the 
bridge in the manner dirciSled ; th.^ugh the garrifon of 
Gzave ufed every expedii-ift to obftrueft his operations. 

fent orders^ to Hohenlo and Norris, the* general 
the EnglijkJti^trwxy, to attempt the relief of the town 
they immediately feized on the fort and town of Botemhuy^^ 
but were •dfiven from that poft by Manjvcldt, while they 
were preparing to entrench themfclves ; being afterwards 
reinforced, they attacked the Spaniards with fuch vigour as 
obliged them to retreat ; however the duke of Farma\ ar- 
rival prevented their fuccouring Grave : he now turned 
the blockade into a fiege, and carried on his approaches fa 
rapidly, that the governor furrepdered befoie a breach was 
made, or the garrifon in the lead ftinted for nrovifions. 
f urfuing his fpccefles, thp duke of Parma led his^grniy a? 
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1 he duke of J^^nheldt \ 

the Mafe. 
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gainft Venhj higher up the Maefe^ inveftcd the town, and 
obliged the garrifon in two days to capitulate, at the in- * 
treaty of the bilhop of Cologn \ he attacked IVuys^ the gar- 
rifon of which place had pillaged the country, and obftruc- 
ted all convoys of provifion ; and by the impetuolfty of the 
alTault, forced the governor to fubmilHon. Next he re- 
duced Meurs^ Alphcn^ and the caftle of Crulno ; after which he 
invefted Birk^ but was forced to rclinqiiifh the enter- 
pnTe ; Morgan an Englijh officer having thrown himfelf with 
1000 men into the place. s 

To flop the duke of Farmed % progrefs, Leiccfter de- Lieceller 
Jtached prince Maurice and Sir Philip Sidney with 2000 men a 
into Flanders ; they furprifed the little town of Axel 011 the campaign^ 
17th of fitly \ but failed in an enterprife formed againft 
Graveline : at laff, Lcicefter determined to take the field in 
perfon j he ordered the army to*move to Guclderland^ and 
accompanied by the princes of the houfe of Najfau^ and 
All the general officers, Englijh^ German^ and Flemijh^ he 
arrived at Arnheim on the 6th of September ; finding his 
ftrength inferior to the enemy’s, he contented himfelf with 
reducing Doeflurgh upon the Rhine^ and blocking up Z«/- 
phen^ into which the duke of Parma threw fupplies at plea- 
fure. It was in attacking one of thefe convoys that the brave, 
generous, gallant, and amiable Sir Philip Sidney loft his 
Cfc. After taking all the; oUtworks, and building little 
forts round the town to reftrain the excurfions of the garri- 
fon, who levied heavy contributions on the neighbouring 
country, Leiccjter cantoned his army in winter-quarters, 
without eftcdtir.g any thing worthy of the public expec- 
tation.** 

During this recefs from hoftjlitics, the earl of Lekejier com^ 
would feem to have made it his ^ole ftudy to render hin^i- plaints «- 
t'ejf odious.* He put into all vacant offices perfons the moft gainft 
Obnoxious to the people 5 and, among omei??i^a Tork^ an Leicefier. 
P^-gliJhman^ who had defer ted from the confederates to the 
I duke of Partnay ferved for two years in the Spdhiftj army, 

^nd now deferred it to obtain preferment from the Englijh 
^general. The ftates remonftrated againft the promotion of 
a perfon, who had fo often betrayed his truft; but Leicejlcr^ 
without regarding them, poured down his favours upon a man 
whofe foie talent confifted in a fervtle adulation and com- 
pliance with the humour of his patron. The government 
of Deventer became another caufe of altercation between the 


goverrmr/knd the ftates. •That truft was conferred upon an- 
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^ orticr Englijhman^ whofe charaflcr was equally liable to cirt- 
fure. BcfideS, the right of appointing belonged to the earl 
of Meitrs^ as governor of Guevurland^ Utrecht^ and Overyjfel ; 
but Leicejier^ without attending tt) his prerogative, or to the 
murmur^of the people, vindicated his own conduit, and re- 
fufed to reiinquifh the intereff of lys dependent. Happily 
for the provinces, he was called to attend the EngUfh parlia- 
ment. On his departure, the Hates exhorted him to ufe^bis 
influence with the queen to accept of the fovereigniy of the 
Netherlands ; he promifed to exert his utmoft endeavours, but 
Nt/eufail at the fame time was too much enamoured of povi^er to have 
Jer Eng- any intention to perform his engagements. While he re- 
imd. ujgj 2X Flujhing^ waiting for a fair wind, he fcduced the gar- 
rifon of Vere^ a place belonging to prince Maurice^ perfuading 
the foldiers that they owed no allegiance but to the queen of 
England and her governor. The fame attempt was made on 
fcvcral other garrifons, in all which it is impoffiblc to con- 
ceive' Leicejler could have any other objeil in view, than to 
render himfelf detcftable to the very people whofe afFedfions 
he ought by every means to conciliated On his arrival in 
England^ he wrote to the Hates, demanding payment of 
480,000 livres, due in arrears to the army. Their an- 
fwer was, that the fupplies laifed, if managed with oeco- 
A. D. noTiiy, vircre more than fiiffiqjent to anfwer every purpofe of 
the government. Some altercation arofe, which was foK 
lowed by a long catalogue of grievances, tranfmitted from 
the Hates to queen Elhabcth, I'his produced mutual recri- 
minations, which ciiflamcd both fidcs to a degree of ani- 
mofity. 

Now was the fcafon for the duke of Parma to reap the 
advantage of thefe contentions. He made feveral mo- 
tions, in order to perplc!rthe confederates, and cover h^s 
defigns. At lafl k appeared that he meditated the coi^- 
quefl of HWffers, by firH reducing Oftend and iluys. 
The former was faved by a feafonablc rcinforcemcnr^* 
hun^Ad Englijh\ but S/ttyr was inveHed in defpite of\ 
• the utmoH endeavours of prince Maurice and Hohenloy whoJ 
tried every expedient to divert the duke from this enter- \ 
prize. As the place was but badly provided, the governor 
font repeatedly to Flujhing for fupplies j but the Spaniards 
had fo clofely blocked up all the avenues that it was impoii 
fiblc to throw in a convoy. The garrifop, however^ deter- 
mined to make a vigorous defence. They withHo^d feveral 
aflaults, and always difplayed thc^ moH obHinat^gyiirage. 

% 
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Sluys had been now fix weeks bcficgcd, when the carl of • 
LeiujUr^ by the queen’s mediation, returned to his govern- 
ment. On his arrival at Flujktng^ it was determined in a Leiccficr 
council of war to fuccoui»the place by fea. A detachment returns to 
of five thoufand foot and fix hundred horfe were^ordered to Holland, 
make a diverfion in favour of the fleet > but the project was 
fruftrated by the narrownefs of the channel, which would 
not admit the fhipping. Lemfier was blamed for not at^ 
talking the duke of Parma % trenches, and to his want of 
courage the public voice afcribed the lofs of Sluys^ which, after 
fuftaining numberlefs hardfhips during a brave defence of two 
months, at laft furreiidered, when the garrifon had expended 
all their provifion and ammunition. The duke of Parma 
entertained fo high an opinion of the condu£): of the governor, 

Arnaud de Groenveldt^ztid of the courage of the garrifon, that 
he voluntarily granted- them all military honours, their bag- 
gage, arms, and lighted matches. His cnnquefi indeed was 
dearly purchafed j he loft in the fiege feven general officers, 
and near four thoufand foldiers^. 

The redu6lion of S/uys renewed the clamour againft the 
earl of Leicejhr\ adminiltratlon. Out of compliment to the 
queen, he was again received by the provinces, but the recon- 
ciliation was not cordial. Had he however adted with pro- 
per fpirit and prudence, he tniglu have regained the efteem 
ajid afTedlions of the pcof^lc. He determined otherwife, 
and proceeded upon his old plan of introducing dilcord, con- 
fufinn, and anarchy. He renewed his complaints againft 
the ftates, prince Maurice^ and Hohcnlo. They anfwered ; he 
replied in terms fiiii of pailion and refentmenr, in which he - 
loft all regard to decorum. Hchenh was, in particular, the 
objedf of his deteftation, merely becaufe he ftrenuoufiy vin- Difputes 
dicated the privileges of his countiy, and difeharged the duty hety^een 
oi an able, bold, and faithful officer. He^^this year per- JLiciccfter 
formed confiderable fervices in Brabant ; but neTWs accufed 
by Leicejler of difobedience, becaufe he had not^jgined the 
main army with his detachment, at a time when it was not 
Aoflible, without facrificing the public intereft. Hohenlo pub- 
^(hed a very fpirited and fenfible anfwer, in which he fully 
‘^vindicated his own condtidf, and obliquely hinted at the 
weaknefs and abfurdity of LticeJitP^ meafures. A long paper 
altercation pafled likewife between the ftates of Holland and 
the governor-genera]. Nothing can be more mafterly than 
all the remonftrances publifhed on this occafion by the 
iUtes s th^* fully explain fhe privileges of the provincest and 
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the prerogative of the governor-general ; vindicate their own 
conduit, without throwing blame on the queen of England •y 
and artfully diflinguifli between the mifeonduit of the 
queen’s lieutenant, and her majefty’s own intentions. In a 
word, though Leicefler was foiled at every weapon, fuch was 
the unfteadinefs of the people, an(j(. addrefs of his faftion, 
that even the provincial Itates w^ere divided in opinion \ 
■feme blaming, while others highly applauded his condudt. 
'I'he magiftraies of Uirecht,^ and the clergy of Holland 'and 
Zealand,^ ftrongly efpoufed his interefis, and bitterly refledled 
on the ftates of HolktuU whole oppofition arofe, they faid, 
from a jealous, capricious, and turbulent humour. Even 
the magilirates of I'everal towns in Holland blamed the ftates, 
cfpecially thofe of Dordrecht^ who appeared to have fo'ely 
enlifted themfcives in the carl’s faiSiion. In the midft of 
thefe contentions Leicejler imprudently gave colour to the 
accufations of his enemies, by forming a projeeSt to feize 
upon Leyden, The plan w'as conceited v/ith one Cofnio 
lie Prifearengis^ an lialian banker ; it was difeovered by 
accident, and fuily detedted by the confeffion of the banker 
and his accomplices, on the rack. AV&g'my, who was of 
the council of Ibte for Eltzahetby interceded for the crimi- 
nals, and boldly affirmed, in their vindication, that they had 
adled by orders from the ^jovcinor-gencral *. This alone ^ 
was fuflicient tefiimony 3gainlt£^/V(//rr, but the ftates iT^)t 
chufing to irritate and inflame the public dilTenfions, wifely 
fuppreiled their fentiments. 

When the winter approached, lord LciccJler was recalled, 
either for the defence of England^ threatened with a Spanijh 
invaiion, or to prevent his falling into further errors in the 
Netherlands, The Dutch writeis alledge, that the queen was 
fo well fatisfied of his niflConduS, pride, and ambition, ih.it 
Ihe dreadedthcconfequences to her favouiite*, of fufterPng 
him Ion§!rto hold the reins of government, which he had 
hitherto^ dj refled with fo little prudence and ability. Ef;rore 
he quitted the Low Countries,^ he fent an apology to the ftates 
of Holland^ for not bidding them a perfonal farewel ; he 
aggerated the fervices he bad done the provinces, gently 
preached the ftates for having traverfed ail his nieafures, to"' 
tvhich he attributed the failure of every enterprife, admo- 
]ii(hed*them to a diflPerent behaviour, and promifed upon 
thefe conditions to ufe his utmoft influepce with the queen in 
their behalf. On his arrival in England^ though he was W’ell 
received by Elizabeth^ and appoiifted to the comTfeand of an 
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army encamped at Ttibury^ yet he was divefted of his govern- , 
mcnt, Lciicjur apprehending hefliould be arraigned before 
the conncil, had the addrcfs by his fubmilfion to procure the 
queen’s pardon, arid a flop to all proceedings touching his 
conduct ill the Loiu Countries* However, his eneftiies were 
fo powerful, and the retionftrances fent over by the ftates lb 
evincive and undeniable, that nothing but the vail prepara- 
tio«is in Spain to invade England, which turned the whole at- 
tention of the miniftry to the fecurity of the nation, could 
fcrcen him from a public trial. Among other articles of ac- 
cufation tranfmitted by the ftates, it appeared that the earl 
had formed a defign to apprehend, and put to death, John 
Olden Barneveldt, and thirteen other ftrenuous oppofeis of 
his arbitrary meafures ; to feize Dort, Enckhuifen, Leyden, 
and other places ; in a word, to render himfelf defpotic, and 
cftablilh a kind of military government in the United Pro^ 
vinces 

By orders from the court of Spain, the duke of Parma, A. D- 
fince the redu£tion oi Sluys, was farced to drop all thoughts 1588. 
of purfuing his advantages in the Netherlands, in order to af- England 
lift with his whole power the enterprife concerted agzinU invaded 
England, Here was a fair opportunity for the confederates to h 
redeem their lofles. bad they not been divided by fadtions, 
and poor'y I'upplicd vidth money, ammunition, and provifion, 
from England, The penuridus di/polition oi Elizabeth would 
feem in this inftance to have fupprelFed the dictates of prudence 
and found policy. Spain had great confidence in the duke of 
Par?na^s alTiftance in carrying on the grand expedition. 

'I'iiat general had aflembled thirty thoufand men to be 
tranfported into England, m four hundred flat-bottom boats, 
under the convoy of a fquadron of twenty fhips of war j yec 
did Elizabeth ufc no expedient to'&ivcrt his intention, by en- 
abling the confederated provinces to him at home. 

All hoftilities ceafed on bothfides until the mftc^ffi’age of the 
moft formidable fcheme ever planned for the jcqnquell of 
England, It is not within our province to relate the circum- 
‘ftances which contributed to the defeat of the Spanijh ar- 
mada ; fufficient it is, that providence feemed to co-operate 
with the intrepidity of lord Effiyigham, the Englijh admiral, to 
baffle the defigns, and mortily the pride of Philip* His fleet 
was firft difperfed in a hard gale, afterwards roughly handled 
by the Englijh, and* at laft fliattercd, deftroyed, and wholly 
ruiPicd, i|-*a terrible ftorrp, off the coaft Scotland* Seven- 
tc^ j^aving five thoufand land-forces on board, were 
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caft away on the Hebrides and coaft of Ireland) feme were 
wrecked on the roc ks of Norway^ and many periflied by firei 
or vvere fwaliowfd up by the ocean. In a word, of one- 
hundred-and-thirty great fhips, wiliich fet fail from the ports 
of Spain^ c,nanned with twenty thoufand foldiers and nine 
thoufand feanicn, and mounting twp thoufand three hun- 
dred and fixty pieces of fine cannon, only fifty-three ever re- 
turned, and rhefe in a miferable, (battered condition". ^ 
Negotia- While Pkilip and Elizabelh were making the utmoft 
tionsinthe preparations, the one for attacking, the other for defending 
Nether- England^ they both endeavoured to gain time, by amufing 
lands. each otlier with a negotiation. It was the bufineL of Philip 
to procrafiinate matters until he (hoiild be able to (hike, 
and of Elizabeth, tint J her affairs (hould be in a poflurc to 
ward off the blow. The king fent the dnke of Parma a 
commiilion to treat with the Englijl) envoys ; he accordingly 
repaired to Oftend, and the conferences were opened at 
Bourhourg, notwithltanding the eftates of the Netherlands 
had refufed to confent to the treaty. U was propofed by the 
EvgUJh, that liberty ofconfcienco fhould be granted for two 
years to the refornied ; but neither the duke of Parma, nor 
the eftates, would hearken to tins ^ opoiltion. A truce 
was in the next place demanded b; rhe eonirmUaries, and re- " 
jefled by the duke. Then they rtuLiired that the ancient al- 
liance between England and the h^rufe of Burgundy fliould be® 
renewed ; that all for;.ign trooj)s fiioiild he withdrawn from 
the Loiv Countries ; that the people (hould be fccured in tlieifr 
liberties j and that the money lent the eftates by queen EIm 
zabeth (hould be repaid by the king of Spain A variety of 
debates arofe upon thefc articles, and it was obvious that the 
whole defign of the conference was to retard meafures until 
thcL armada (hould enter thi^hanncl. It no foonc: appeared 
than the negoti,itiofts were broke off, and the EngHJh com- 
miilioners dBUffe'! with a fafe condu^f to Calais, 
fThe duke As foon as the defeat of the grand expedition was known 
cf Parma in the Netherlands, the duke of Parma turned his attention lo 
takes the the affairs of his government. He now determined to re- ^ 
field, pair the lofs fuftained from bis late inadivity, by profecuting 
the moft vigorous meafurcs. 'Fhe marquis de Renthes and 
Charles Manfveldi, were fent with a ftrong detachment to re- 
duce the Ifle of Tolen, feparated by a canal from Brabant.'^ 
By this he meant to facilitate his approaches againft Bergen-- 
op-Zoom. The bravery of colonel count Solmes fruih^ted the 
attempt on the ifland. He repulfed the Spaniards inx^^o vi- 
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gorous attacks, but could not prevent, the duke from forming 
the fiege. Bergen- op -Zoom was invefted on the 24th of 
September » It was defended hf lord IFilloughby^ general of 
the Rngljh forces, and an ^ngli/h garrifon, with fo much 
fpirit and intrepidity, that after divers efforts and ikatagems^ 
of war, the duke was forced to relinquish the enterprife. 

Chagrin and difappointfiient having impaired the duke of 
Parma^s health, and the feafon becoming rigorous, he put 
his frmy into winter-quarters. 

On the 14th of September died the earl of Leicefter^ to the 
great joy of the dates of Holland^ who now at length con- 
ceived hopes that they might be able to crufh his fadlian, 
and introduce harmony among thofe provinces fo long torn 
by civil diflerifions, while they were maintaining a war 
againft the mod powerful potentate of Europe, Immediately 
the towr.s which, in confequenco of his protedion, had 
withdrawn their allegiance from the dates, returned to their 
duty. The garrifon of Gertruydenherg alone dood out; they 
lird mutinied, then revolted againd the dates, and at lad 
threw theinfclves into toe arms of the-dukeof Parma^ after 
committing (hocking ouiiages, under pretence that they had 
fworn only to obey th . 4yjecn and Leicefur, JFilloughby and 
the EngUjh are bi an. cd by })uuh hidorians for their condudl; 
in this Lr^nfaciion. 'The year Cv ncluded with the fiege of 
Wachtendoui^ an enterprife fonticd by coupt Peter Erneft 
A^anjvddt^ contrary to the opinion of Vuvdugo^ and the mod 
experienced generals in the Spanijh army, and indeed of the 
duke otPnrma himfelf. The place was drong and well pro- 
vided j the feafon was rigorous, and the Spar\ijh foldiers re- 
luctant, and averfe to the undertaking ; but fuc- 

cefs was a full vindication of his condudt p. The garrifon 
furrendered on the 20th of Decembci, after the town had al-. 
mod been .aid wholly in afhes by a ruino ys b ombardment. 

Some writers allcdge that Manfueldt ufed onTJ^ .’jg'ited bul- 
lets, with which he fet fire to the place, and terrified the 
garrifon into fubmiflion^. •• 

.In the beginning of the year this general pafTed into the 
J'lfe of Bommel^ where he reduced fcveral forts, but failed in 
ills principal aim, that of feizing the capital by furprize. 

While he was thus employed, prince Maurice^ count ^Imes^ ^ x 
Hohenlo^ uniting their forces, attacked and retook 
den in fight of the Spanijh army. From this timei we may therlands. 
date the decline of Philip*^ affairs. His bed officer the duke 

pRbd^'m n. 17 1, Grot. lib. v. ^ Strapa, f«b. 
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of Parma was in a bad ftate of health, his foldiers becamtf 
mutinous for their pay, and his finances were exhaufted by 
the immenfe expences of the armada, and the deftru6lion 
of his commerce and rich platc^ fleet. Jealoufies Iikewife 
arofe between the duke of Parma and the Spaniards^ who 
even had the prefumption to tax that great general with the 
mifearriage of the grand expedition, and of the fiege of 
Bergen- op-Zoom. Onejohn Mora a Spaniard^ wrote letters of 
complaint to the king, in which he bitterly inveighed againft 
the duke ; thefe letters were intercepted by prince Maurice ^ 
decyphered, and fent to the duke of Parma. In confcquence 
Ricurdat was difpatched to Madrid^ to vindicate the duke, 
and Mora being invited to dinner was poifoned : an adion, 
that leaves an indelible flain on the charader of the duke 
of Parma \ 

While the duke was. drinking the w^aters of the Spaw, 
the marquis of IVarembeny the Spanijh governor in Guelder land^ 
projected a fcheme for reducing the whole province, and 
began the execution with furprizing the callle of Blictnbcck, 
He then refolvcd to lay fiege to Rhtmherg^ but was antici- 
pated by a ftrong reinforcement thrown in by general Schenk, 
Befides reinforcing Rbimherg^ this adivc officer cut off a 
regiment of Spaniards in Frifcland^ but unfortunately pe- 
riflied in an unfuccefsfu! attempt on Nimeguen, Waremben^ ^ 
after Schenk*^ death, renewfti j|is defign on Rhimherg^ byt 
conflant fupplies were thrown in by lord Falkenjlcin and 
Sir Francis Vere^ who commanded a body of 2000 Englijh 
infantry. The marquis refolvcd to attack the Engliji). He 
fent a llrong detachment to that purpofe ; but the Spaniards 
met with h warm a reception, that they retired in diforder, 
with the lofs of 300 men and ten ftandards. Notwith- 
flanding this advaiitage,»thc. flates fuffered Rhimherg to fall 
into the hands of the enemy, becaufe they found it expen- 
llve and to cover with an army a place fo diftant 

from their fionticrs. The lofs of Rhimlerg however was ba- 
lanced bj divers fucccfl'es in Groningen^ where prince Maurice 
foiled the Span'ift) general Verdugo in every attempt. Not^ 
withflanding he had not an army fufficient to perfornX 
any fignal exploit, or confiderabic enterprizc, the Bata* 
vtan piince exhibited fufficient proofs of his fuperior 
military talents ami toweiing genius. One very important 
blow was given to the power of Spain in the Netherlands by 
the redu6Iion of Breda. This city Gertruydenherg were 
the keys of Brabant and the loli of the latter l^id wholly 
excluded the confederates from that province. ^ A*" 
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Was laid for rorprifing Breda^ and it fucceeded. The ttiaf- • 
ter of a trading velTel who was permitted to fupply the Spa-- 
nijb general with neceHaries, took on board about fixty 
foldiers, and concealed them fo artfully un^er planks 
and boards, that his vefl’el was vifited in the ufual manner 
by the oiEccrs on guards without difcovery. In the night, 
the concealed party feized upon the city-gates, and being 
opnofed by Hohenlo^ who lay with a body of troops at a 
litde difiance from the town, gained poficfiion without hard- 
ly ftriking a blow. By order of the duke of Parmay the 
commanding Spanijh officer was put to death for negledl of 
du ^9 cowardice, and remifihefs. He afterwards took every 
poiiible method to rtcovtxBreda, Manfuddt was detached with 
a feled body of troops to attack Nartdamy a fort on the ca- 
nal, by which the city was fupplied with neceflaries ; but 
he was fo warmly received by Mathias Hally a Flemingy who a. D. 
commanded, that he retired precipitately, leaving 600 dead j 
before the fort. All he could eftedl was to build a fort oppo- ^ 
fite to Nortdamy to reftrain the garrifon ; after which he 
invefted Breda. Prince Maurice immediately took the field 
to protedt a town of fuch confequence. He marched ftraight 
to Nimcguetiy and by his operations perfuaded the duke of 
Parma that he intended befieging the town ; upon which 
Mcmfveldt was ordered to relinqnifii Breduy and fuccour Ni* 
megucriy a town of ftill infinftely greater moment. In de- 
fpite of Manfveldt^s endeavours, prince Maurice erefted the 
fortrefs of Knotfembourgy to cut off the trade of Nimegueuy 
and facilitate any future attempts to reduce the city 

Though the naval power of the ftates was greatly aug- 
mented, and their commerce carried to a high degree, they j'airs. 
could not reftrain the pernicious prizes of the Dunkirk pri- 
vateers, which fwarmed in all the neighbouring feas, to the 
immediate damage of traffic. The fe- 

veral fquadrons of fmall vefiels ; but thefe being found in- 
fuflicient to reftrain the pirates, grown bold by fuscefs, it 
neceffarily became a national concern. The different col- 
leges of the admiralty ftationed a number of fiiips in fuch 
u manner as to block up the port of Dunkirky by which 
means numbers of privateers loaded with booty fell into their 
hands before they could enter the haibour, and others were 
pr6vented from putting to fea. Wc have, in a former vo- 
lume, largely expati»ted on the origin and progrefs of the 
Dutch compierce, which yx>k its rife from their profitable 
vo^es»to ‘the Eajl- Indies y and the ruin of Antwerp y it will 
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, therefore be unneceffary tp dwell upon it in this place* 
Sufficient it is, that the provinces were now enabled to 
furaiQi their contingences towards the public expence, to 
acl offenfively, and maintain greater armies, than they had 
ever befiJire fent into the field. They even fent fupplies of 
men and money, to fupport Henry iV. againft the league 
and the king of Spaln^ whence. they deduced the advantage 
of making a powerful diverllon from the Netherlands^^ 

The Me ABOUT this time, the duke of Parma received orde^^ to 
^ Parma hafien to the affiftance of the duke of Mayence^ defeated 
ts fent jjy HgYiry 1V‘. with the greater part of the Spanijh army in 
arr Count) Ics. The duke immediately peiceived that 

mmytoaj- Netherlands would be the confequence ; but 

his orders being a folute, he directed his march with 12,000 
foot, and 3000 horfe, to the frontiers of France^ leaving 
count Manfoeldt to condu<S^ the war againft the United Pro- 
Vinces. This general was too weak to keep the field, or 
to prevent prince Maurice from rafing and deftroying all 
the Spanijh forts’ on the frontiers of the provinces. The 
confederates rcfolving to make the moft of the opportunity, 
attacked and reduced the fort of Blamernberg, 'Fhis enter- 
prife was conduced by Norris^ governor of Oftendj for the 
queen of England. The garrifon retreating to another fort 
in the Duties^ he vigoroufly afiaulted this fortrefs, took it,, 
and put the garrifon to theTv’^prd. On the 2d of April ijie 
garrifon of Breda furprifed the caftle of Turnhont.^ one of 
the largeft villages of Brabant ; and on the 9th of May they 
gained pofleffion of Wefterloo^ a place extremely convenient 
for keeping the province under contribution. As foon as 
the feafon was fufficiently advanced to afford forage for the 
cavalry, the ftates fent an army of 10,000 foot, and 1000 
•horfe, into the field, uicder the conduft of prince Maurice^ 
SueceAes of made governor of Guelderland^ and by thus dire(£iing 
prince the affakr'of^Kree of the moft confiderable provinces of the 
Maurice, union, raifed to great influence and apthority. By this 
time th8 fluke of Parma was returned, after having acquir- 
ed laurels in a defenfive war againft Henry IV. by relieving 
Paris. Maurice made feme movements which raifed ap- * 
prehenfions in the duke for Geriruydenberg^ imagining his de- ^ 
Sign was upon that city ; but the prince turned fuddenly to- 
wards the territory of Velaw^ and prefented himfelf before 
Ztttphen I after having the good fortui^ to feize by a ftrata- 
gem upon fome of the outworks, he then regularly invefted 
ime place, and purfued his operations with folmuch rapi- 
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dity, that thfe gawifon c^itulated on condition that they • 
Ihould have a fafe conduct to Deventei\ The Spanijh gar- 
rifon no fooner entered this laft place, than Maurice was 
tlofe at their heells', laid (iCge to Deventer^ and took it after 
a fliort refinance. It was defended by titrman ae Horcm^ 
being the prince’s owntcoufin-german, who had ferved Phi^ 
lip with great fidelity^ and would now have confiderably re- 
tarded the progrefs of the confederate army, had he not re- 
ceived a wound in the face, by which lie was confined. 
From Deventer the prince directed his rout to Groningen, 
with defign to inveft that city ; but on receiving advice that 
the .garrifon was ftrongly reinforced and well fupplied, he 
filed off towards Del/ziel, which together with fomc neigh- 
bouring forts he reduced, and thereby extremely incommoded 
the city of Groningen • 

As the duke of Parmets army did not exceed 5000 foot, 
and 2000 horfe, he dreaded the extenfion or Maurices con- 
quefts, and that Nimeguen would be the next obje« 5 l of his 
operations. To prevent this he determined to attack Knot* 
Jemberg, and thereby to throw unfurmountablc obilruftions 
in the way of the confederates. After feizing Ibme pofts in 
the higher Guelderland, he made a feint as if he intended to 
fall upon fort Schenk, and then fuddenly paffing the Kaal, 

I invefted Knotfemberg on the J3th of July. The artil- 
lery of this fort totally deftft)yed the works o,n the. oppofite 
fide of Nimeguen, and the garrifon had more the command 
- of the river than the city itfelf. It was of great importance 
to Maurice to maintain this advantage \ he was therefore 
watchful of the motions of the Spanijh army, and fufpeiSted 
the duke’s defign which he had fo artfully concealed. Be- 
fore the duke of Parma approached, he had diredfed count 
powerfully to reinforce the garrifon, and f'upply the 
fort with every jieceffary. He then follovf«d*.with his army 
nearly eaual to that of the enemy, and encaiflped at a 
Ihort diuance from the duke of Par 7 nd!s treiivih^. The 
Spaniards carried on the fiege with vigour, but every inch 
of ground they gained loft a multitude of lives. Frequent 
Ikirmilhes pailed between the two armies, in one of which 
Nicelli, captain of the horfe-guards, and 400 troopers, were 
made prifoners. Very feafonably for the duke of Parma's 
r^utation, he received an order to repair with all expedi- 
tion to France, leaving only troops fufficient for a defenfive 
War in the .Netherlands. He immediately complied with the 
royal naandate, and accordingly raifed the fiege, and covered 
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* his retreat with fo much addrefs, that he eroded the Vaal 
without furnifhing the enemy with an opportunity of fall- 
ing upon his rear. 7 'his was hij laft campaign in the Ne^ 
iherland5y^vt\icli^ his long lervices had defervedly acquired 
him the reputation of an able, vigilant, and faithful gene- 
ral, though nuinbcrlefs attempts weft made by envious 
nlards to blalt his charader. Before he quitted the Low 
Couniriesy he endeavoured to perfuade the inhabitants of 
Nwieguen to admit a reinforcement of Spanijh foldiers ; but 
the inagidraLes not chufing to be faddled with foreign pen- 
fioners, took upon themlclvcs the defence of the city*. 

Prince Mmrue^ fatisfied with feeing Knotfemlerg relieved, 
and the SpaniJJ) army weakened by the detachments fent 
off* to France^ pafled to Guelderland^ without however re- 
Jinquifiiing his ^t^xgns .on' Nimeguen. In the middle of 
SiptemUr^ he marched with 4000 foot, and 600 horfe, into 
the territory of and laid fiege to Hulfi, On the 19th 
the place was invefted ; the batteries began to play on the 
23CI, and by the 25th the garrifon capitulated. The fame 
terms were granted as to the other conquered places 5 that 
is, the inhabitants were permitted their own religion, but 
the magiff rates were proteftants. Count Soimes was ap- 
pointed governor of the town and adjacent territory. As 
loon as tranfports could bC* provided, Maurice embarked a’ 
ftrong body of horfe and foot, alarmed the whole coaft "bf 
Flanders^ fpread a report that he propofed bcfieging Dun- 
kirk or Newport^ then debarked his troops, and appeared 
unexpectedly before Nimeguen. He began with forming a 
bridge of boats acrofs the river, to prevent the towns be- 
ing fupplied, then ereClejj. batteries, and all at once batter- 
ed the walls with fixty five pieces of heavy cannon. Firft, 
however, he fummoned the magiftrates ; but they anfwercd, 
“ that ar^-!h^pfince was a young man, he ought to con- 
^ “ fidcr Nimeguen as a coy virgin, whofe favours were only 
“ to bd* grained by gallantry and afliduity.” They foon, 
however, changed their tone, beat a parley, and delired to 
capitulate. The eiFcCfs of the red hot balls poured into 
the city, terrified them into fubmiilion. All the conditions 
impofed by Maurice were accepted, only they refufed to 
embrace the reformed religion, but confented to a liberty of 
confcience; and that the magiftrates fhould be appointed 
by the prince, a right which he prefer'Jed during thfe courfe 
of the war. Six companies of f(K)t and two trcTqps of horfe 

* Le Clerc, lib. iv. Meterek, liU 17. 
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were left in garrifon, after which Maurice put hia army into 
winter-quarters in Overyjfel and Frifefand. • 

So glorious and fuccelsful a campaign l^ighly elated the 
fpirits of the people, and raifed ihe young prince to the United 
height of popularity and feme. Since his fathqj^’s death, ^mvinces. 
the United Provinces had experienced nothing but difappoint- 
ment and misfortune. •They were every where defeated, 
divided among thcmfelvcs, impoveriflied, difpiritcd, and on 
thetpoint of defpair. The alliance of England contributed 
only to augment their mifcry, it rendered them dependent 
on the queen, and her inlblent, capricious, and arbitrary 
lieutenant, whofe foie aim was to eftablifh defpotic fway, 
by fomenting the civil difeord of the provinces, and form- 
ing a powerful faction. It is true, the Englijh forces per- 
formed confiderable fervices in the three laft campaigns ; 
but thefe were more than weighed, down by the inconve- 
niencies confequent on Leicefter^s mal-adminiftration. Now 
the Dutch faw their frontiers extended by prince Maurice^ and 
the whole country fecured by rivers, and covered by forti- 
fied towns, with the greateft probability of driving the 
niards in another campaign out of Frifeiand^. 


SECT. IV. 

Containing the tranfaSlions in the Low Countries, 
during the adminijiration of the Spanilh governors 
Manfveldt, Ernelt, W Puentes, to the arrival of 
the archduke Albert. 

T he year 1592 was ufliered in by fome abortive cf- a. 

forts of the emperor Rodolph to eftablifli peace. The 1592, 
minds of both parties were ftill too muefl^^beated to admit Fruitlejs 
of equitable propofitions j and the point of Telfgion, upon negodati- 
which fo many conferences fplit, was now an yrU'urmount- ons. 
able obftrudtion. In a word, Philip^ harrafied as he was 
with the war maintained in France^ required too much, and 
the United Provinces, infolent with their late fuccefs, would 
grant too little. Hbftilities accordingly commenced, and 
prince Maurice taking the field in the mouth of May, fat 
down before Steinwyck, a ihong town on the frontiers of 
OveryffeL It Was •the 13th of fune before the batteries 
were opeiTed, when th^y began to play with upremitting 
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, fury. The garrifon made a brave defence, and prince Mau~ 
rice received a wound from a mu(kct-ball, which, however, 
did not retard the progrefs of the fiege. Obferving that 
his heavy cannon produced no effiift, he fprung a mine on 
the 3d of which made a prafticable breach. He then 
prepared to ftorm the town ; but the,general not caring to 
Steinwych hazard the confctjuences of an afFauIt, capitulated upon ho- 
iiourable conditions. In this fiege the prince loft about 700 
foldicrs, and the garrifon more than half that number, {se- 
veral defertu's were excepted in the articles, furrendered, 
and immedi.)tely hanged. From Siehtwych^ Maurice pro- 
ceeded to Okmii jch in the territory of Twente^ which he re- 
duced before the clofe of the month. Then he invefted 
Corvoerden^ a ftrongly fortified town in the diftrift of Drente. 
Before anv progreis was made, in the fiege, the Spanijh ge- 
neral VerdugOy having beert ftrongly reinforced by the duke 
of Parma^ marched to Olden%eel^ with intention to relieve 
Corvoerden^ defended by the fame Haremberg lately mention- 
ed. The prince with 300 men went to reconnoitre the 
enemy, and had the good fortune to intercept a letter from 
Verdugo to the governor, acquainting him, that hepropofed 
raifing the fiege, by attacking Hohenld's quarters early next 
morning, and defiring him to fccond his attack by a vigor- 
ous fally. Maurice took his^meafures, he was attacked in 
the manner cxpeiled, but received the enemy with fuch'- 
vigour, that they retreated in great confufion, leaving be- 
hind 400 dead, and an equal number of prifbners. Defpair- 
ing of relief, the governor capitulated, and furrendered 
himfelf a fecond time to his coufin upon honourable condi- 
tions. After repairing the fortifications, the prince led his 
. army into Guelderland^ where, dividing his troops, he can- 
toned them in winter-quSrters. This feafon the duke of 
Parma attended^^jl^ Spaw^ but his bad ftate of health pre- 
vented his tAing any fhare in the government j and indeed 
the unjuft ^clamours Spaniards againft his conduS, 

obliged him to write preffingly to the king to permit him to 
retire ; but Philip had refolvcd to ufc bis fervices another 
campaign in France^, 

A. D. Count Manfveldt had for thefc two campaigns the di- 
* reflion of affairs in the Netherlands^ as deputy to the duke 
Ne^re^ but circumftances obliged him to leave the execu- 

gulations count de Puentes^ don EJiervcn de Ibarra^ and 

% the Verdugo. To gain the entire confidence of the FUmiJh no- 
Spanifli Mlity, Philip promoted him to the 'government of the Ten 
Provinces* 
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Provinces that continued in their allegiance. The duke 
(HArchoi was made particular governor of FUfidersy the prince 
de Chimai of Hainault^ and the count ^Harcmberg of Artois, 
The council of war, however, which enjoyed extenfive 
privileges, rendered the provinces dependent oii tHe general 
of the army and govcf'nor. It was wholly compo&d of 
Spaniards^ and the chief authority of the council was vefted 
in Fuentes and Ibarra. They were ftriftly enjoined by the 
king to be e^^tremely frugal of the public money, and to 
reform the abufes of the revenue complained of under the 
adminiftration of the duke of Parma, However, to give 
credit to the new government, the army was paid the ar- 
rears due, without u%ich it was impoffible to fupprefs thofe 
mutinies and tumults whirh had been the greatell: prejudice 
to the affairs of Spain in the. Netherlands. The count de 
Fuentes immediately propofed feveral alterations, which pro^ 
duced divilions in the council of war. They were abfo- 
lutely neceiTary, but contrary to the intereft of fcveral of 
the members. Others indeed appeared rigid, though they 
pafTed into an without oppofttion. On the 5th of %- 
nuary^ Manjveldt publiflied an edidi, prohibiting contriou- 
tions to be paid to the enemy, or fafe conduds accepted, 
under the penalty of death, and military execution. The 
nobility and clergy feeing the[r lands pillaged without the 
poflibility of redrefs, loudl}» demanded a revocation of this 
cruel edid. To countcrad the effeds of ManfveldC% ordon- 
nance, the flates of the United Provinces publilhed a decla- 
ration on the 17 th of February^ taxing the Spaniards with 
cruelty, exhorting the inhabitants of the Netherlands with- 
out diftindion to join with them a^nll; their cruel op- 
prefTors, and granting them to the fim of April to change 
their fentiments and condud ; after which time they would 
give no quarter to prifoners, or thofe who^jrefufed to pay the 
llipulated ' contributions. To enforce tlieir ^kclaration^ 
count Philip of Na£au was fent with a ftrong detachment 
to levy contributions in the province of Luxenthufgh. His 
foldiers committed (hocking ravages, and the count Barlai^ 
mont retaliated upon the frontiers of the Seven Provinces. 
The fituation of the people was deplorable, death prefenU 
ing itfelf, and all the horrors of war, which ever way 
they turned, whatfoever refplution they formed. If they 
complied with the^edidof the ftate8,they werefubjed to 
legal punishment ; if they refufed, to military execution.' 
At thq fame time,, the fdidiers of the Spanijh army mutinied 
«r*finft a d^ree, which intitled them to no quarter after 
they had ^ Charged their, duty in )he field and garri- 
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fon, notwithftanding their defeat might be the confequence 
of the ignorance of their commander 

While matters were in this ftate of confuiion, prince 
Maurice invefted G^rtruydenlerg^ from which he had cut 
ofF all convoys of provilions and ammunition during the 
preceding feafon. His approaches were confiderably re- 
tarded by the marfliy iituation of the place, and by the vi- 
gour of .the garrifon, which confifted of a thoufand vete- 
terans well inured to action, hardthips and fatigue. To 
prevent the enemies throwing in fuccours before his works 
were compleated, the prince drew lihes of circumvallation, 
fuch as for flrength had never before appeared in the Nether^ 
lands^ mounted at proper dillances with more than an hun- 
dred pieces of cannon. In a word, the expence, labour, 
and genius, beflowed on thefe lines were wonderful, the 
camp being plentifully fupplied with provifions by the ca- 
nal, guarded with intrenchments equal to the fortifications 
of a city, and the indufirious peafant purfuing his rural oc-^ 
cupations in the midft of war, with the fame fecurity as in 
the moft profound peace. From thivS it appears, that the 
lines took in a confiderable compafs of ground, which Gro>- 
tipes eftimates, by calling the walls three hours walking 
I'ound. Soon after this prodigious work was finilhed, a 
meilenger, fent from the governor to folicit fuccours from 
count manjveldt, was takev. The prince ordered hini to 
I)e carried round the lines, and then difmifled with the go- 
vernor’s letter, to report what he had feen to the count. 
This would have efFeflually deterred Manfueldt from at- 
tempting the relief of Gertruydenberg at fo imminent a rifque j 
but the council of war imagined it would be fhameful to 
fuffer a barrier fo important to be loft without making ex- 
traordinary efforts. They were determined to ftop the 
draughts ordered for Frame^ in order to reinforce the army 
fo POwerfully.jj>«s to put the fuccefs of a battle beyond 
doubt, ifccordingly the army, amounting to i 2 ,coofpot, 
^nd 30 qojiorfe, was affembled at Turnhout. With this 
force, manfueldt approached the lines, which he found were 
iftrong and regular b^ond expeSation. He creSed batte- 
ries againft prince Maurice^ s quarter, as if he had been car- 
rying oh a regular fieec ; but finding pcovifioris failing, he 
removed to the oppohtc quarter commanded by 
Pere he employed h^mfelf in. filling up the ditches and ca- 
pajs, in battering the lines, and making^regular approaches j 
wbil6 Maurice^ with a handful qf pien, was ffepcljing his 
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(efforts, advancing his works towards the town, battering in 
breach, and at the fame time forming lines of contravallation 
to ifecure him againft the Tallies of the garrifon. The art of 
war, as then known, was exhaufted between the fruitful ge- 
nius of the prince, and tnc long experience of ^anjyeldt^ 

f rrown hoary in military fervice ; when at length the garri- 
bn capitulated, after living loft their beft officers. Before, 
a parley was beat, Manfveldt^ by a letter, acquainted the gar- 
rilon, that he intended to decamp, and dehred they would 
not be diflieartened, for he would attempt their relief by 
another method. The meffenger was taken, but prince 
Maurice fuffered him to enter the town. MmfoeWs refo- 
lution determined the commanding officer to demand terms ; 
he obtained honourable conditions, and the articles were 



figned on the 25th of June^ after a fiege of three months 

Thus ended the fiege of Geriruydeiiherg^ the moft remark- Manfl 


able in the war ; in which the befiegers were themfelves veldt a- 


befieged Iw a greatly fuperior army, commanded by one of gain foiled 
the beft officers in the Spanijh fervice. The furrender of the h 
town was announced to Manfvelit by a general difeharge of prince. 
the artillery on the lines and ramparts, upon which he im- 
mediately broke up his camp, and retired, greatly chagrined, 
towards the Ifle of Bonnevaly with defignto attack Crevecesur. 

In this he was fruftrated by the diligence of the garrifon, and 
aftivity of Maurice \ the one had laid the country under wa^ 
fer, and the other marcheef with fucb expedition, that he 


was encamped and entrenched on the only acceffible emi- 
nence near the town, before the arrival of the Spanijb army. 
M^dfo^ldty after expreffing his aftonifiiment at the rapidity 
of the prince’s manoeuvres, retired, highly difgufted at having 
been thus foiled by a boy, fending ftrong detachments to 
Verdugo in Frtfeland'^. 

Th£ prince’s next exploit was to break off the commui- 
nication between Germany and Groningen^ oy er^^ing a fort 
at the paffage ffourtange* This he effeiSied, in defiance of 
jthe utmoft efforts of Verdugo ; and leaving five companies of 
foot for its. .defence, he retired. Verdugo^ being powerfully 
reinforced by Manfaeldty attacked Fort Bourtavgty but was 
forced by the vigour of the garrifon, and fcarcity of provi- 
fions, to relinquifh the enterprife for one which, if fuccefs- 
l^ul, would be more decifive. This was* to fiirpri/e Maurice 
in his camp. He was greatly ' fuperior in ftrength, and 
fnarched with fuclx filence and diUgehce, that he did not 
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doubt of finding the prince unprepared ; but on his arrival 
he perceived the confedeiatc army under arms, an intrench- 
ment began the night before almoft finiihed, and every other 
sneafuic taken to baffle his project. Upon this he began to 
fkitmifli with the out-parties, in hopes of drawing Maurice 
out of his intrenchments ; but on finding him too cautious, 
retired under cover of the night, abd Tent his truops into 
winter-quarters. The operations of the year ended with an 
abortive attempt ma<!e by Maurice to (urprife Brugesj 4 nd 
another of ManJveWs^ equally uiifuccersfuJ, to penetrate in- 
to Zealand^* 

PHILIP had now conferred the government of the 
Netherlands upon the archduke Erneji^ in hopes that a Ger^ 
man would be more acceptable to the Flemings^ than their 
Spantjh or Italian governors. On the 30th of January^ Erneft 
made his public entry into Brujfels^ attended by a numerous 
retinue of the nobility, and was welcomed with loud accla- 
mations, and great demonftrations of joy. The United 
Provinces were terrified that the war would now be renewed 
with redoubled vigour. It was reported that the new go- 
vernor had made powerful levies in Germany^ and was fully 
determined to fubdue the whole Netherlands^ and terminate 
a war tedious, expenfive, and vexatious to Philip. 
Thcfc fears, however, were foon quieted by certain advice, 
that the levies could not dlrei\ pafs in review for want of 
pay, and that moft of them were already defeated. It was 
likewife a favourable circumfiance to the confederates, that 
Erneji being a foreigner, unacquainted with the laws and 
cuftoms of the country, mud devolve the condud of affairs 
upon others ; which would probably breed dilfenfion, and 
excite jftaloufy among the enemy. Their conjeflure was 
well-founded. The very firft meafure entered upon by the 
archduke incurred the difpleafure of the Spaniards. He found 
means to^^nvey^a letter to .the ftates-generali in which, 
after pathetically enumerating the calamities of war, and the 
diftrefl'es a^frthe provinces, he earnefily exhorted them to 
think of peace, and propofe fuch terms of accommodation, 
as he might leafonably offer, and prefs upon the king. In 
this particular he a£Ied with honour and integrity ; but it 
was imprudent in the firft ftep of his adminiftration to give 
umbrage to the Spaniards^ whofe intereft it was to continue 
the war. They held all the lucrative places, had the whole 
nnuiagement of the revenue, and acquired in\menfe for- 
tunes by a war that exhaufted the treafures of Spainy and 


^ Le Clerc, lib, v. 


brought 



or Republic of Hplland. iigp 

brouglit the Netherlands on the verge of dellruftion. The 
letter was well received, but anfwered in a manner that 
Ihewed the ftates were determined to hazard all rather than 
^ fubmit on any terms to the*tyrant who had fo long endea- 
vouied to fubvert their liberties. This negociatfon was 
fcarce finifhed, when a^confpiracy againft the life of prince 
Maurice was detefted. One Michael de Renichen, a monk, 
was reduced by the count Barlaimont^ and other noblemen, 
to make the attempt, and intruded in the manner. He 
was feized, and executed at the Hague, Soon after, a fecond 
confpiracy of the fame nature was difeovered, and the cri- 
minal hanged, drawn, and quartered. It was publickly 
averred, and confirmed by the teftimony of the expiring cri- 
minal, that the archduke was privy to this attempt, that it 
was planned by Ibarra^ and deb^ited in the duke’s own cabi- 
net council. This rendered him extremely odious to the 
confedeiates, and wiped out ail remembrance of the^kind- 
nefs formerly intended by his letter. It indeed perfuaded 
the proteftants that he was a hypocrite, who concealed the 
darkeft defigns under the cloak of friendlhip. Both parties 
foon came to defpife him, on difeovering that he was a 
weak, diflblute prince, directed by minions, and governed 
by women ®. 

• While the public were forming various conjeiSures on Gronin- 
the charader of the new go>*crnV, Ferdugo^ in the depth of gen fo. 
winter, aflemblcd part of his army, and clofely blocked yc^Jieged and 
Coevoerden. But the obftinacy of the garrifon exhaufted his taken by 
patience, and obliged him tb Withdraw the blockade. The prince 
garrifon of Gromngen was likcwife defeated in an attempt Maurice, 
to furprife fort DelfzieL Nor was prince Maurice more for- 
tunate in the enterprifes formed againft Bolduc anJ Mae^ 

Jiricht ; one of which mifearried by aeddent, the other 
through the mifcondudl of his oiOicers. But the great objeft 
was the reduftion of Groningen^ to efFefl: which^the ftates 
made numerous levies in Germany. Count holmes happily 
conduced thefe new troops to the prince’s camp® atnidft all 
the fchemes and ambufeades laid in their way by Ferdugo. 

* Maurice immediately put his army in motion, and on the 
zoth of March invefted Groningen with ten thoufand foot, 
and two thoufand horfe. The garrifon was fummohed,^ 
and they returned a refolute anfwer ; upon which the prince 
opened his batteries,^nK>unted with fixty pieces of battering 
cannon. attack and defence were equally vigorous. 

The befiegers fet the tow^i on fire with red-hot bullets, but 
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t)us produced no cfft& on the garxifon. As the former ad- 
vanccd their works, the latter multiplied their falltes, antf 
fought with defperate fury. Maurict at laft fprune a mine, 
by which he gained the ravelin.^ This gave the nrft fhock 
to the co«?fiancy of the befieged, particulaily of the burghers, 
who dreaded an afiault. The foldiers however would have 
flood the confequence, but the clamours of the townfmen pre- 
vailed^ aparly was demanded, and articles of capitulation were 
figned the 24th of ^ Willwjn of Najfsu was appoif.ted 
governor, with five companies of foot, to fupport his authp- 
xity, and maintain the right he aflumed of chufing the ma- 
giftrates. Six companies more were quartered in the fub- 
urbs, the great extent of the city rendering an extraordinary 
gariifon necefiary. 

Mitfhv of While Maurice was purfuing his conquefts, the utmofl: 

/^^Spa confufion appeared in the Spdnijh army under Verdugo^ whole 

miharwj'. regiments refufing to ad, to acknowleege military difeipline, 
and even menacing the life of their general, unlefs their pay 
was advanced. The wretched inhabitants were the chief 
fufFerers in all thofe tumults ; they were pillaged without re- 
morfe, and their efFeds feized as legal plunder. Two^Spci* 
nijh regiments of foot revolted in Picardyy where they com- 
mitted the moft terrible diforejers. I'wo thoufand foot, and 
one thoufand Italian and Spanijh horfe, feized on Skhem in 
Brabanty demanded their pa), apd aded as if it had been due 
to them from the inhabitants of the town and neighbour- 
hood. No fooner was one mutiny appeafed, than another 
appeared ; the archduke’s authority was defpifed, and the 
mutineers at length became fo formidable, t^t they threat- 
ened the city of Brujfelsy and the fubverfion of the Spanijh 
government in the Netherlands. Apprehending that force 
might be ufed to reduce them to obedience, they tampered 
with prince Maurtcey and demanded to know if he would 
afford thqpi a i^eat, and protedion. Indolent as the arch- 
duke was, he dreaded the confequences of this laft overture, 
aiTembleil a confiderabie body of troops appeafed by the ad- 
vance of their pay, and ordered don Lewis de Velafco to 
march againft the rebels. They had built fomc forts, which 
Felajlo attacl^d with fuch impetuofity as obliged the Be- 
'£eged to withdraw, unite thcmfelves in a body, and take 
&elter in the territory of Langueftraaty in |he neighbourhood 
of Gertruydenhergy where they were proteded by the confe- 
derate army and garrifons. Though the mutineers woulc^ 
^ot conlent to enter into the fervUe of the ftat^, the prince 
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found it his interefl to keep up the division, b/ which the 
Spanijh aimy was weakenea. The rebels were no expenCe 
to the United Provinces ^ for they fupported thcmfelves by cx- 
curfions into the Spanijh ^Netherlands^ in which they were 
aiEfled by a body of confederate cavalry. Notwitfiftanding 
this defertion, the diligence of the council of war aflembled 
an army of eleven thoufand men, with which the archduke 
blocked up Cambray^ held by Balagney^ who had hitherto pre- 
ferved a ftriiSl neutrality. This'meafure produced no other 
efFedl than obliging Balagney to declare for the confederates. 
The governor of Cambray made incurfions into the Spanijh 
territories, carrying terror and defolation to the gates of 
Arras and Valenciennes s. In return, the arphduke laid waflre 
not only the diftrift round Cambray^ but the frontiers of 
France^ which produced a letter from Henry IV. to the cities 
of Hainault and Artois^ complaining of the ufage, and 
threatening retribution, unlefs the Spanijh troops were im- 
mediately withdrawn.. The letter was fent to the archduke, 
who referred the contents to the aflembly. 



When the affembly met at BruJJels^ the French monzTcWs Theajfenf 
letter made but a fmall part of their bufinefs. Difputes and hly 
contentions arofe between the Flemings and Spaniards. The vohJ. 
duke d^Archot refufed appearing at the firft meeting, becaufe . ^ 

the count de Fuentes, a Spaniard^ was to have a fuperior feat 
at the board. The aichdidce ^opened the congrefs with a *595* 
l'*ng fpeech, in Spanijh, recommending pacific meafures ; or 
if that was found impradlicablc, exhorting the afifembly to 
ufe their utmoft efforts in terminating the war by the fword. The Fie- 
Next day the fame topics were repeated in French, and ap- ming\;eam 
proved by the clergy, and a great number of moderate per-' lo«s of the 
ions. On the contrary, Archot, though he had fitmly ad- Spani- 
hered to the king, highly refented the influence of foreigners. 

He faid that his majefty^s loyal Fkmijh fubjefts were a fuffi- 
cient defence of his authority that the pfOvincjps had been 
ruined by the avarice of foreigners, who found their intereft 
in fomenting a civil war; and diligently fuppKei^with fuel 
the fire of difcord, lighted by their mii'condu(St. He afked 
what the S^niards would have done, had Philip been hedged 
round at Madrid with Flemijh counfcllors, who fliould ex- 
clude natives from theroval perfon, from all places of truft, 
fnfluence, and profit ? The Netherknis, he (aid, were fub- 
jeft to Philip, not«to Spain. Charles V. had thought them 
worthy ofv^e imperial refidence ; he did not convert them 
into paflures to fatten flhrved and emaciated Spaniardt. He 
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then ran into inveflives againft the conduit of ; aiii 
concluded with affirming, that peace could never be reftored 
to the provinces until foreigners were withdrawn, and the 
privileges of the people committed to thofe who were excited 
to prefeiye the country, by nature, duty, and iiitercft, Jr-- 
chofs fpccch highly offended the Spaniards^ but it was well 
received by the reft of the affembly. 'I'he archduke then 
propofed three queftion^ : Whether peace was fo abfolutely 
jicceffary as to be obtained on conditions contrary tef the 
king’s inclination ? Whether terms which had before been 
refufed to the rebels fliould be now granted ? and, Whether 
the fame ends could not be attained by other means ? To 
thi*? all the Flemings unanimoufly anfwered, that peace was 
necclFary, honourable, and very poffible ; in a word, that it 
was the beft and moft practicable meafure. Erneji then 
broke up the aflembly, with an affurance that he would lay 
their fentiments before the king, and enforce them fo 
ilrongly, that he had no doubts about the fuccefs : however, 
it appeared by his intercepted letter to Philips that he was en- 
deavouring to demonftrate to that prince the impoffibility of 
reftoring the tranquillity of the provinces, except by the 
fword : fentiments, probably, dictated by the Spanijh 
council 

Prance 4 ^- All this time not the fmalleft regard was paid to the king , 

clarej^ar of Frances letter \ it was nof ev^n mentioned td the affembly. 
Againft Henry IV. therefore publiflied a declaration of war againft 
Philip. Philip ; and the archduke then wrote to the frontier pro- 
vinces, to prepare for their own defence. There could not 
be a more glaring inftance of the abfurdity of the Spanijh 
councils, than involving the kingdom fo unnecellarily in a 
war wick a powerful and fpirited monarch, forced now by 
private intereft into an alliance with the United Provinces, 
Mutual preparations were making the king of Spain pub- 
lilhed a countet^eclara^tion at Brujfels ; the forces of the 
ftates join^ the duke of Bouillon at Luxmburgh^ and in the 
The arch^ mean time 4he archduke Erneft yielded up his laft breath, 
duke dies, appointing the count de Fuentes to the government of the 
Netherlands. Fuentes was approved by the king, and vett- 
ed with the fame authority as count Manfueldt enjoyed. 
Still, however, the government apparently continued in the 
hands of the council of fiate, though the count, by coixw 
manding the army and finances, poffefled great autho- 
rity. ^ His promotion was highly difpleafing natives, 

and the firft ad of his government heightened their averfion. 
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Under pretence^ of quelling a tumult of German foldiers in 
BruJTek^ he faddled the city with a numerous Spanijh garrifon; 
the burghers complained; the operations in the field fufFer- 
ed i but Puentes was headftjong and immoveable. The late 
mutinies were not yet appeafed, and the great ^arcity of 
corn excited other tumults. All degrees of men in the 
SpaniJh Netherlands nov# more ardently than ever wifbed for 
peace^ but the profpedt was at a great diftance. Confe- 
rences were fet on foot with prince Maurice^ and rendered 
fruitl^fs by the intrigues of Puentes and ^z kpania ds^ In- 
deed fuch terms were demanded by the flates, as Philip was 
not yet fufficiently humbled to grant. 

As foon as the negociations of peace were broken ofF, His con- 
prince Maurice j though extremely weakened by the ftrong du£i. 
reinforcements fcnt to the duke of Bouillon^ took the field, 
as if he intended to fall upon Bolduc ; and Puentes oppofed 
Madragon to him, then about eighty years of age. After 
various feints, Maurice appeared before Grol^ in the territory 
of Zutphen^ in hopes of reducing the place in a few days, 
on intelligence that the garrifon was ill provided. He was 
carrying on his approaches, when Madragon appeared with 
11,000 foot and looo horfe, and obliged him to relinquifh 
the enterprife: feme confequent manoeuvres produced a fkir- 
mifh between the cavalry of both armies, in which Philip 
of Najfau was wounded, a/id the confederates worfted. 
l\ 4 aurice next made a fruitlefs attempt to furprife Meurs^ 
after which both armies retired into quarters.^ 

After the affair of Brujfels^ Puentes determined fo to 
regulate his condu£t, that the Plemings fhould be forced to 
efteem, if they could not be induced to love his perfon. 

He now unexpededly renewed the nes:ociations with prince* 
Maurice^ poffibly to amufe both the Plemings and the dates,, 
but was new modelling the army, as if he doubted the I'uc- 
cefs of the conferences. Though he faiUi in the defign of 
a general peace, he managed matters with fuch dhdrefs, that 
the Italian and Spanijh mutineers, protected the prince, 
returned to their duty : he bad numerous forces in the field. 

Vilafcoy conftable of Caftile, was at the head of an army in 
Burgundy i JVaramben commanded another army in Artois 
and Picardy^ a third was oppofed under Madragon to 
prince Maurice^ and a fourth a£led in Luxemburg under 
the diredion of Verdugo. It was not the diligence of 
Puentes alone the ffates had to combat •, greater difiiculties 
arofe on ttic fide of tljeiridUes. Queen Elizabeth loudly 
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Elizabetli toitiplained of the ftrift union entered into with Henry IV; 
refents ^he yet had this monarch compelled them into the alliance by 
alliance of threatening to make peace with Spainj and fufFer Philip to 
thejltaes employ his whole ftrength in ia^Netherlands. The policy of 
IV queen direded that the ftates Ihould not fall under the 
HenrylV. of Philip^ and yet (he could not bear to fee them 

independent. The vaft cominerciaT fehemes planned about 
this time in Holland^ and the fiiccefsful expeditions of cer* 
tain merchants to the Eafl Indies^ excited her jealoufy ;''the 
bold and enterprifing genius of the French monarch like- 
wife gave her umbrage ; (he had refufed that prince four 
regiments, tliough the city of Nevis engaged to pay 
the fubfidy ; but (he willingly confented that her troops 
ihould garrifon Diepfe^ Boulogne,^ and Calais ; an offer of 
friendfhip which Henry was ^oo penetrating to accept.*' She 
fent her ambaffador Thomas Bodley^ to complain to the ftates 
of their fending fuccours to France^ while they were them- 
felvcs fupported by the Englijh forces. The ftates pleaded 
the nccefticy of making a diverfion to keep the whole weight 
of Spain from falling upon the provinces. Not fatisfied 
with this anfwcr, the ambafi'ador demanded repayment of the 
money lent by the queen to the provinces in tneir diftrefs, 
though the treaty imported that the money (hould not be re- 
imburfed before the conclufion of the war. Bodley^ to en- 
force his demands, added menaces, and hinted that her mar* 
jefty would take fuch meafurcs as would prove very dif- 
agreeable to the ftates, in cafe of refufal. It was not the 
bufinefs of the United Provinces to come to a rupture with 
England: they therefore endeavoured to appeafe her majefty j 
they befought her to refledl on the conjuncture of anairs ; 
they pleaded inability, exaggerated their Ioffes at fea, the in- 
undation of their country, and the great expcnce incurred 
in equipping a.fle^t to join her navy againft the Spaniards. 
In faft, hQwever^ the hutch were grown rich by the war ; 
the queen therefore could not admit their excules, alledg- 
ing, thaf if they could fupply the king of France with 
money, they c^^uld not furcly be at a lofs for the means 
to pay their juft debts : (he taxed them with ingratitude, 
ana again rem' )ded them of their deplorable lituation: wheh 
(he ‘pneroufly took them under her protedion. The 
might juftly have retorted, that the ^iSftance granted 
prbcceded more from a feiife of her own jntcreft, than from 
motives of generofity ^nd compaflion $ but tkioj^ chofe to 
temporife, to« deprecate the queeifs wrath by fubinii&on, 
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atid obtain a re^te, b 7 furniihing her with a fieet of twehtjr- , '' ' 

four oica of war^ appointed to Join the Englijh fquadron 
deftined apon aftenterprifeagainft the Spaniards. 

In themidft of thefe altercations, king Philip appointed 
the cardinal archduke Albert to the government oPthe Low 
Countries : the defign was well laid, and more deeply fgns and 
founded than, was at firit imagined. Born to vaft potTeffions, praje^a 
and ftill vafter defigns. Philips aftef a long dream of am- 
bition and univerfal ntonarchy, was now deprelled with 
difappointment, broken with age and infirmity, ahd dif- 
tempered in mind by continual care and folicituae. Hither- 
to had he facrificed his health, his eafe, and all the plea- 
fures of life, to vain glory and empty projects ; but now his 
thoughts were turned towards obtaining that reft and quiet 
which he never fufFered the world or himfelf to experience. 

His deflgns on France and England had terminated in events 
the moft contrary to thofehe propofed ; and inftcad offubdu- 
ing the fpirit of his rebellious fiibjeds in the Netherlands^ 
he faw himfelf difpoflefled of feven provinces, obliged to 
hold the reft upon the uncertain tenure of a deftru£bive war; 
by his obftinatc ambition he had given birth to a power- 
ful republic, whofe grandeur ihould be reared on the ruins 
of his dominions. His pride however difdained the thoughts 
•of propofing peace to his revoke^ fubje£^s in his own name ; 
ye| he wifhed for the means of accomplifbing that end, with- 
out prejudice to his honour: herefolved therefore to commie 
this important bufinefs to cardinal Albert^ intending, that if 
he could fubdue the provinces, he Ihould govern them as 
Spanijh donthiions ; if that was in vain attempted, he fhould, 
by a marriage with the infanta Cbra Ifabella Eugcffa^ re- 
ceive the Netherlands in dowry, become their prince, and 
with this provifion only, that they ihould revert to the 
Spanijh monarchy in cafe the infanta die'l without iiTue; 

The king had reafon to believe, that the birth and manners 
of Alberty a German born, the affable fwcet di^ofition of 
Ifabella^ and the prefence of a native prince, might con- 
^ tribute more to fubdue his ftubborii people, than the force 
and rigour of bis former meafures ; at the worft, the cardi- 
nal could make peace, without afie&ing the grandeur, or 
derogating from the dignity of the Spanijh monarchy, fhoiild 
he And arms inefteduSK In purfuitof this refolution, Phi^ 
lip made the utmoft fvreparations for war, though his inten- 
tions were ak^igetber pacific ; every thing was reafonably 
expe6ted from the adminiftration of A&ert^ who had palTed 
tv^^ifty-fix , years in Spain highly efteemed, and governed 
Portugal in quality of viccBroy, with great approbation. 

Mod, Hist. Vol. XXXI. K Before 
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Before he quitted Spain^ he procured the liberty of Philip 
IVi'liam de N^^JfaUy prince of and eldeft fon of the 

late prince Tf^llia?n of Orange^ after he had lived twenty- 
eight yegrs in a kind of captivfty : nor was this fuificient, 
he prevailed on the king to reftore him tolns titles, eftates, 
and honour? ; prrfuaded that this would prove grateful 
to the Unlit d Provinces^ and ufeful to the royal caufe, as the 
prince had been from his infancy bred in the rigid principles 
of popery. Philip of Orange accompunicd Albert in his 
voyage to Italy^ and was by him fent to the court of Rome ; 
where he was received with the utmoft refpe£l. As foon 
as the ftates general of the United Provinces had certain ad- 
vice of what was tranfa£led, they fent an ambafly to the 
prince, congratulating him on his deliverance, profelling 
the utmoft efteem to his father’s memory, and affedtion 
for his family ; but at the fame time lamenting his change 
of principles, from which the Spaniards boafted they fhould 
derive great advantages. They perfuaded themfelves, that a 
piince of the family of NaJJau^ the fon and reprefentative of 
f Pulliam of Orangey that ftrenuous afferter of freedom, would 
never fwerve from the caufe of liberty, and thofe maxims 
which rendered the memory of his heroic parent immortal- 
They admoniflied his highnefs to defer his intention of re- 
turning to his native country, to a more favourable oppor-^ 
tunity, and until fuch paftportiTas were neceflary to his fafety 
could be obtained. This meffage the prince anfwercd by 
a letter couched in the moft obliging terms, profelling his 
lincere regard for the provinces, and offering the ftrongeft 
aiTurances that his whole endeavours fhould be di reded to 
obtains for them a juft and honourable peace. Such was 
the fituation of affairs at the time cardinal Albert was ap- 
pointed to the government. ™ (A) 

“Bent'^vog. p. 3. lib. iv. p. 95. Metbren. lib. xviii. 
Grot. Jib j,iv. 

SECT. 

(A) Though we have in a rninoas war, in which they were * 
former yolume given an expli- fo long and deeply engaged, 
cit detail of the rile, origin, and Grotiui affirms, that the pro- 
prpgrcfs of the Putch Eaft In- vinccs of Holland and Zee^nd 
dia company, which gave birth alone fcgit yearly 70,000 failors 
to the wealth and grandeur df to fea, and wgi then the moft 
the republic, we cannot avoid foamidable nav^ power in Eu» 
mentioning their prefent naval rope {i). This year thej^ bujft 
ftrength, in the midft of a bloody 200 fhips, in •which nuniber 

(r) Grotm lib, 4, 



W* ftipuhlic cf Holland; 

SECT. V, 

Containing the adminijlration of cardinal Albtflrt ; the 
death of Philip 11^ and of queen Elizabeth \ with 
other particulars. 

C ARDINAL Albert difpatching matters in Italy, quit- A. D. 

ted Turin on the 29th of September 1595, and arrived 1596. 
in Luxemburg on the 29th of January following j thence he Cardinal 
polled to Namur, in order to aflemble the troops, and make Albert 
preparations for pulhing vigoroufly the war with France 5 made go^ 
which was the firll objeds of his politicks. Here he was ‘vermr 
congratulated by crouds of the nobility, and the count de 
Fuentes Vraited upon the cardinal to furrender his truft. Countries* 
and give him the necelTary information concerning the ilate 
of the country. 

Henry IV, in the mean time was bufied in profecuting the 
war j he chaced the Spaniards out of Burgundy, forced the 
duke de Mayenne to fue for an accommodation, and now 
befleged ie Fere, a ftrong town in Picardy, which he re* 
duced under his obedience. The cardinal however retalia- 
ted by invefting Calais, and obliged the garriibn to furren* 
deipj it was immediately after*this fuccefs, that, by advice of 
the Spanijh provinces, he formed the refolution of laying 
liege to Ojlend, then garrifoned by Englijh forces •, but de- 

our author probably includes year by the provinces of Hain^ 
fmall craft and coailing veflels. ault and Artois, he feized upon 
During the courfe of the war all the Dutch ihips trading 
with Spain, not lefs than 400 to the king’s ports ; a Dutch' 

Ihips went annually to Lisbon^ fquadron, in '*onjundlion with 
Cadiz, St, Lucar, and other the Englijh navy, wa# dellroy* 
ports of Spain and Portugal ; (2) ing the Spanijh fleet in the port 
at which illicit commerce the of Cadiz, aflifling Th ^he re- 
king connived, knowing it to dudtion of that city, undermin- 
Hbe neceflfary to his fubjefts, tho’ ing the Portuguefe commerce 
advantageous to his enemies, in the Eaft Indies, ruining their 
The reciprocal neceflicy of both fetdements, and ravaging the 
Hates obliged them mutually to Spanijh plantations in xht WeJl 
tpleAte and even cnltivate their Indies ; fo early did the can- 
traffic, under the dilguile of the ning,^ the iutifice, and com- 
Ihips hoifling L^e^n colours, merdal flpirit of this republic 
In confeqdence bowevet of diflinguiffi idelf. 
teir rnHrahce to Philip this 


(a) Reidan, lib, \t, Meteren, lib, i?. 
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ferred the enterprife as imprafticable fo late in the feafotin 
in order to beftow his' whole attention on the redudlion of 
Hulji. Count Solmes commanded the garnfon, he took 
every proraution to render the cardinal’s approach difficult. 
To draw off the attention of prince Maurtceixom his prin- 
cipal objeft, the cardinal made a f«nt as if his defign was 
on Breda ; this obliged the prince to fend part of the garri- 
fon to fuccour that city, upon which Albert made a hidden 
turning, and fat down before the former : the furrounding 
marfhes and canals greatly obftrudled his operations, and 
fort Najfau Hill kept open a communication between the 
befiegcd and the provinces j the artillery on both fides play- 
ed with fury, and the garrifon made frequent vigorous 
failles ; but fome failure in the execution of prince Mau^ 
r/V^’s orders, obliged them On the 17th of to capitu- 

late, *on conditions extremely honourable, in this fiege 
the cardinal loft 3000 men, among whom was the famous 
fieur deRhone^ marefchal of the league, known in the French 
hiftorians by the name of Chrijiian Chavigni. Though 
count Solmes had made fpirited efforts in defence of 
the province of Zealand wasincenfed tofec a place, the fortifi- 
cations of which had colt fome millions of livres, loft in fo 
{hort a time : in refentment he was deprived of his regi- 
ment; but the ftates general judging more favourably of hid 
condu6l, received him again into their fervice. Scftne 
writers alledge, that he had orders from prince Maurice 
not to ftand an afl'ault, but to preferve the garrifon for more 
important fervices ; and it is cei tain, that the prince greatly 
wanted a reinforcement, his inferiority on account of the 
detachments fent to France^ and numerous body of troops 
.now on the Spanijh expedition under the carl of E£ex^ 
preventing his keeping the field, and facing the cardinal,* 
who had^^o,oo‘b men at the fiege of Huljl K 

In the fpring of this year a treaty offenfive and defenfivc 
was cdickided between the queen of England and the Fremh 
king, to which all princes and ftates were invited to accede. 
The United Provinces were highly delighted with an alliance 
which permitted them to link thenifelves more clofely to 
Henryj without giving umbrage to Elizabeth* Accordingly, 
in the month of November^ they figned a treaty with 
that monarch, whereby they agreed to pay him .the fum of 
45^)000 florins for the maintenance 6f 4000 foot to be em- 
ployed \n France^ unlefs Philip ftould zt&idit thtUnited Pro-- 
Vinces* In return, the king granted the ftates very exttaordi- 


1 Metirbn, ibid. 
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nary commercial privileges j among others, that their Tub- 
}c&s fhould be exempted from the rights of Auhaim^ as they 
are called ; whereby the goods of foreign merchants dying 
in France j became the king^^ property.** 

It was now that the Englijh and Dutch fleols, under 
the lord Charles Howard admiral of England^ and the earl 
of EJJix general of thetrombined land-forces, fet fail from 
Plymouth^ and anchored on the weft fide of theifland of Ca>* 
dizT The Spanijh (hips of war retiring into the PuntaU were 
vigoroufly attacked; the engagemcnt laftcd from break of day 
till noon, when the enemy perceiving their galleons mifer- 
ably flbattcred, and their men flaughtered, refolved to fet 
their veflels on lire, and run them on fliorc. Here the defo- 
lation was terrible ; but three ihips were faved, and taken 
by the Englijh, Immediately after this fuccefs, the earl of 
EJJex debarked with 8oo men at Puntal, and advancing 
brifkly againft a body of Spaniards^ forced them to retreat 
to Cadiz^ and purfued them fo clofely, that the inhabitants 
were in too much confufion to refleft on the proper mea- 
fures for their defence. The Englijh burft open the gates, 
entered the city, and after a Ihort Ikirmifli in the ftreets, 
obliged the garnfon to retire to the caftle ; where they foon 
capitulated. In the mean time Sir Walter Raleigh had or- 
> ders to burft the merchant (hips that had taken Ihelcer in 
Real. Two millions pf ffucats were offered for their 
ran fom;* which the EngHJ!) admiral rejeiling, he be^an fet- 
ting them on fire, though the duke de JHodina Sidonia found 
means to fave great part of their cargoes. This expedition 
was a fevere blow to Spain ; befides the lofs fuftained by 
the merchantmen, the king loft two galleons, thirteen ihips 
of war, twenty-four veflels laden with merchaftdife for 
the Indies ; in a word, to the amount of twenty millions 
of ducatoons. Cadiz was pillaged and burnt, and the 
combined fleet put again to fea, loaded with ^ich booty, 
though the expedition might have turned out to much 
^eater advantage, had it been judicioufly condfuSled. The 
Dutch writers mention an obliging letter fent by queen 
Elizabeth to yohn de Duvenvoorde^ thanking him for his 
gallant behaviour, and aferibing great part of the fuccefs to 
the bravery of the Hollanders ; but in this particular all the 
Bn^iJh hillorians are fxlent. 

During the wiqter the ftates, by means of the city of 
Breda and oth^openings, laid heavy contributions on Bra- 
bani\ the inhabitants implored the alfiftance of cardinal 

• 

* IiTsteren, lib. xviii. fol. 390. 
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Jlhsrty arnd he detached the count de Vareux to their relief, 

' Prince Maurice formed the drfign of furprifing the count i 
hut failing in this, he attacked him in his retreat, and 
pufhed the enemy with fiich fupj?riority, that he obtained a 
compleatr* vi< 51 :dry, with the lofs only of lOO men. In this 
aftron, fotighi near I'cnrnhnt^ the enemy left 1200 dead 
upon the field, 300 pair of colours, fiieir military cheft, and 
other trophies of war. Such an advantage was necefiary to 
raife the fpirits of the conic ’er;ites, after the late glorteus 
campaign of the cardinal. Next day Tournhont furrendered, 
after which the prince again put his troops in garrifon ; as 
for Maurice^ he went to the Hague y where his trophies were 
dcpofitcd as a monument of his paft victory {gained in the 
open field j for Intherto all his fuccefles confified in redu- 
cing and dcfend'ng towns. (A.) 

S:atc ff The cardinal now turned his whole thoughts to the aug- 
Spain. mentation of his army, and making new levies; but the 
treafury of was fo exhaufted, that this was a matter of 
difficulty. Philip was in a manner already bankrupt, he 
having publickly declared his inability to pay even the in- 
tcrefi: of the immenfe fums borrowed of foreign bankers 
and Spanifh merchants. He was forced to ftop the courfe 
of jufticc againfi thofe merchants become bankrupts by 
their loans to the court; and this, inftead of mending, , 
entirely deftroyed his credit.* 4i'oert however ftirred himfclf 
fo effedually, that he was able to bring a confidcrabic aimy 
into the field, though not before it v/as late ia the feafon. 
Conquejis Confiderable efforts were made on the fide of France ; Dour^ 
9 f prince igfis was taken by the count de Fuentes^ and Amiens furprifed 
Maurice. Teglio Portocarrero. To revenge lumfelf, the French mo- 
narch ft veiled ArraSy and performed incredible fervice to 
the United Provinces^ by engaging the whole attention of 
the cardinal to the relief of that city. Maurice did not let 
flip the opi^oitunity ; he hafted with all poflible expedition 
to affembie his army, croffed the Rhine, took the caftle of 
Alphen, then fell upon Mturs, which furrendered on 
the 3d of September ; on the 8th he again croffed the Rhine,, 
and invefted Grol, defended by a numerous garrifon ; not- 
withftanding the brave defence of the beficged, Maurice 
puQied his operat'ons with fuch rapidity, as obliged the 
place to furrender by the 26th of Sepiemher, upon recciviilg 

(A) Prince Maurice is re- wife the lirft general who in- 
ported to have gained this vie- trod^ced piildiramong the con- 
tory by means of his cavalry, federate horfe, If we. may credit 
whom he armed with carbines Mucren, p. 408, yix. 
inlicad of lances : he was like- 
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honourable conditions. The town of Brhfjrty fituated a- 
mong bogs and fens, was the next objcdl of the prince’s 
plan of operations ; this place he fcarce invefted when the 
burghers retreated precipitately to the citadel ; which was 
likewife reduced by the i 2 ih of OSlohcr, After incre- 
dible fwift courfe of conquefts, after having in a Few days 
obliged Enfchede^ Oldtnfeli^ and Otmarjen^ to receive his gar- 
rifons, Maurice fat down with his army before Linghen^ 
which he compleatly invefted by the 28tli of October \ count 
Frederic de Berg commanded a numerous and refolute garri- 
fon. Divers brifk fallies were made without effect ; Mau^ 
rice*s fagacity forefaw and prepared for every cvej:t, and 
the befieged were by the middle of November reduced to the 
greatell extremities, and the ncceffity of capitulating ; up- 
on which the prince put his army in quaiters, and was re- 
ceived by the ftates v^ith all .thofe honouis which his great 
fervices merited. In this campaign Maurice placed great con- 
fidence in the abilities of a celebrated mathematician, one S/- 
mon Stevin^ to whofe fkill in the attack and defence of (brtified 
places fome writers attribute the celerity of the prince’s coa- 
quefts ; but Maurke had difeovered profound knowledge iti 
this branch of the military art long before was employed. 

Broken with age, and chagrined by difappointment, 

^Philip endeavoured to engage the emperor, and tlic diet, to Negetia* 
ufe their influence with the Uniimd Provinces liften to rea- /ions of 
fonablc terms of accommodation. He could nor, however, peaces 
fupport the thought of renouncing his fovercignty over 
a country which had coft him more blood and treafure ti^an 
all his other w’ars ; and nothing would content the ftates 
but their being acknowledged a free people. For this they 
had fought, and fuftained an incredible variety of ha»dfhips ; 
now to rclinquifti it, would be to furrender the fruits of all 
their toil and labour. They had already experienced that all 
negotiations proved abortive, becaufe neither fide would yield 
what was an cflential article of peace : they perceifed Philipps 
infincerity, from the frequent attempts made to f^rpsile them 
unguarded, at the time when the forwardnefs of the negotia- 
tions had lulled the ftaUsintofecurity, However, they received 
Nutfel, the imperial ambalTador, who arrived in the month of 
Auguji at the Haguey with letters from the emperor, and divers 
G^rm^n princes. Chriftiern IV. of Denmark likewife offered 
bis mediation, and promifed he would be guarantee for the fe- 
curity of the protefthnt religion ; but the ftates replied to 
both ambaffadol^ that aU the conditions hithertp propofed 
by Spain were infidious and opprellive, tending to divide the 
provinces^ \ffeaken the alliance, extinguifti that liberty of 
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jcbn&iencc they had hitherto aiTerted, and treachenoufly 
^ wrefi from them their liberty 5 at the fame time they aflfured 
the atnbadkdors, that if proper fccurity of the rights ano 
privileges of the provinces could <bc obtained, nothing could* 
be a morr defirable objetEf than the eftabliihment of the pub- 
lic tranquillity, the bleffings of which were almoft forgot 
and unknown in the Netherlands, fi wab certainly not the 
intereft of the Northern powers to augment the power of 
Spain ; but they were deceived by Philips and cozened into a 
belief, that the obftinacy of the llates alone prevented an 
accommodation. king of Poland^ was prevailed 

pn to fend an amballador to England^ with a view of de- 
taching the queen from the dates general. Sweden had like- 
wife made fome overtures towards mediating a peace ; but 
the dates opened the eyes of thefc powers, and plainly de- 
tnondrated to them that the catholic king would rever con- 
fent to fiich terms as they were determiiii^d on.y to accept. 
As for Elizabeth^ d}*:; treated the Polijh ambaiCidor, H*ho al- 
fuined extraordinary airs, with the highed contcT.pr, and 
difmided him, difguded at herfpirited treatment. I’hus the 
decidon of all differences was again committed to ibe f 'orrl, 
though it was imagined that Philip'*^ defign of marrying his 
daughter, the infanta, to Albert,, and giving him Nether^ 
hnds for a portion, would prove fo agreeable to the dates, as < 
greatly to facilitate the king s pfxihc intentions. Time was 
indeed when the provinces would have rejoiced at this event, 
and accepted of any terms founded upon this bails. Now 
they had been fo long engaged in the caufe of abiblute free- 
dom, that fubjedlion to any mader was become iiklbme*^. 
We lhall fee how, after farther noble efforts and glorious 
ftruggltS, they obtained their end, and the full fcopc of their 
ambition ; fird by a truce concluded in 1609, whereby the 
king of Spain acknowledged the freedom of the United Pro* 
vinces \ an^ afterwards by the peace of Weftphalia^ in which 
they were acknowledged a fovereign date, the court of 
Spain refloitncing all pretenfions to fovereignty over the 
feven United Provinces. 

Peace be- While Philip was trying every expedient to engage the 
t^een mediation of the empire and northern powers, he was ntak- 
Spain and prodigious offers to Henry IV. of France^ in order to de? 
^ranep. powerful a monarch from the confederacy with 

* England and Hollared. France was quite^fpent and exhauded 
ivith war ; Henry was equally defirous of,.^ce as Philipp 
^ut he could not with honour ftcefve* propofals without 

f pENTivoc. p. 3 . 1. iy. . Thuan. fub Ann. 
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cmtimtinicating them to the queen of England and the tMted ^ 
States^ The fieur de Bufewual was difpatched with letters 
to the ftates general, acquainting them of the advantageous 
terms offered by Philips of the fituation of the kingdom, and 
of the king’s rcfolution to a£l in concert with hi^allies* It 
was obvious, howeve^ from the pathetic defeription Henry 
drew of the deplorable ftate of his affairs, that he meditated 
an accommodation with Spatn^ The fiates therefore iifed 
alf their addrefs to prevent this mcafure^ which would en« 
able Philip to employ his whole force in the Netherlands. 
They told the ambaffador, that the fortunate iffue of the Jaft 
campaign would enable them to profecutc the War with 
double vigour and advantage ; that Phifip defired peace with 
France only until he could opprefs and fubdue his fubjefts in 
t\\c: Nether lands \ that when he had obtained thisgreatob- 
jeul, he would, agreeable to his conftant fyftem of policy, 
turn his arms againft Henry ^ and with more fuccefs, as the 
conqueft of the Netherlands would enable him to maintain an 
hundred thoufand men without touching the SpaniJI) re- 
venue. They concluded with befeeching his majrfty, to 
accept of no conditions until they had firft confulted Eli%a-> 
heth^ their common ally. Bufenval replied in the moft oblig- 
ing terms, affuring the ftates of the king’s inviolable friend- 
fliip; but Henry was too much^ polici'. ian to let flip this op- 
portunity of recovering hiS towns in Picardy^ and raftering 
the lleflings of pea«^e to his fubjeds. Pope ClemeniNlll, 
laboured with indefatigable pains to conciliate the courts of 
France and ',nd he fent upon that commiffion his le- 

gate, the caidinal Alexander de Mcdicis^ the moft expert 
ftatefman of Italy^ He came to Fervinsy and was jbere met 
by the Spanijh and French ambafladors. No remonftranccs 
from the ftates could retard a treaty upon which Henry had 
already rcfolved. The greateft obftrudions which that prince 
had encountered, were raifed by Philip, His Itingdom was 
torn with fadion, and ruined with the cxpences^of an op- 
preffive war;* To enjoy the felicity of governing obedient 
fubjeds, peace with Spain was elTentially neceffary. He 
was urged by his moft faithful fervants, and particularly by 
Gabriel efEtreesy who prclTed it as the only meafurc which 
could firmly eftablifh bim in the throne, Bentivoglio in- 
deed aferibes the whole to the influence of Clement and his 
legate ; but had not Henry found a reconciliation with Philip 
attended greateft advantages to himfelf and his 

people, it is probable iTe would never fuffer himfelf to be 

f BsNTitj^lG. p-}. lib. xviii. p. 102. 
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^ by ail the addrefs and arguments of the pope and the 

^ cardlfiai de Med^ciu 

Tttie ftates of HaUand^ alarmed at the coiigrefs of Vervtns^ 
immediately difpatched yuftin admiral of Zealand^ 

and yahn @ldm-Barnev£ldt^ lo throw every poffible impedi- 
ment in the courfe of the approaching pacification. They 
proceeded to NtrnfZy and laid their inflVuftions before Hcnry^ 
who, receiving them politely, replied, that he apprehended 
peace was more diflant than he could Vrulh : he muft infift 
upon reftitution of Blavet and Calais^ and he feared Philip 
would have no inclination to part with thofe towns, in 
which cafe the war would be undoubtedly continued. 
Peace, he faid, was neceflary to his kingdom ; but they 
might depend it iliould be fuch as would turn out to the 
coi^fufion of his enemies. Elizabeth laboured in the fame 
caufe with the ihues general. Her ambafladors had a con- 
ference at Naniz with the chancellor of France^ and the 
dukes eF Epernon and Bouilbriy about the means of eftablifli- 
ing a general peace, which the queen was ready to accept in 
concert with the ftates : but the Dutch ambafladors replied, 
that their inflruilions were limited to demonftrate the ne- 
ceiEty and advantage of continuing the war ; a propofirioa ^ 
which would icarcc admit of hefitation, with relpedi to Hcl^ 
land* 7'hc Englijl^ ambafladors acceded to this opinion, the 
fclieme for a general pacificaflon*was relinquiflitd \ but the 
treaty between France and Spain took place on the 2d day o^ 
May, Elnaheib and the ftates exclaimed againft the con- 
duct of the French king ; but that wife prince loon convinced 
the latter, that he had not renounced their intereft by reftor- 
ing peace to his own fubjeds On the contrary, wc fliall 
find the ?ourt of Spain complaining loudly of the fums of 
money he remitted to Holland^ which remonftranccs He72ry 
*59^- aiifv^ered, by faying. That he did net ajft/i the Jiates, but he 
- V-^as paying debts, 

7be ftates 1 HE treaty of Fervins was no fooner figned, than ytiftin 
fejid am- Najfau anff Utden-Barneveldt quitted the French court, and fet 
haffaders out for England^ to concert a plan of operations for the far- 
/«iF.ng- thcr profecution of war. Here they were civilly received, 
land. treated at the fame time with great freedom by EUtui^ 

*heth. That princefs told them frankly, that fhe had libe- 
rally aflifted the United Provinces with her money, but neve( 
met with any returns of gratitude. No attempt was made 
to reimburfe her expences, notwithftandmg commercial 
ytrcalth of the ftates, and her neceffities, eiiflr^y occafioned 

• 

® Grot. lib. vH. p. 



. RepH^Hc t>/ 

by herxompai&on for the jr fu^ejrings^ This had involved 
her in a war with Spain^ at the very time when the diftur- ‘ 
bailees in Irelandy and intrigues in Scotlandy greatly embar* 
ralTed her affairs. In confluence of her rupture with Philips 
her fubjefts were cut off from all intercourfe witb^ Spaifiy to 
the great detriment of trade ; it was therefore now incum- 
bent upon htr to Jiftfn to the catholic king’s propofaIs« 
which however (be proinifed never to accept, without firft 
ac^Juainting the ftates general. After all, the Dutch envoys 
eafily perceived from the temper of the public, that the 
EugHJh would fhew no averfion to the continuance of the 
1/ar, provided the ftates would break off all traffic with 
Hpainy reimburfe the queen’s expences, and take upon them- 
felves a more reafonable proportion of the burthen. At that 
time the Eriglifi councils were divided into two parties, 
headed by loid Burleigh y treafurer, and the carl of EJJix, 
The frugal diipofition of the foinier inclined him to a peace 
with Spam ; the ambition and martial genius of the latter 
made him favour the oppofite fyftcni, in which alone glory 
could be acquired. Warm debates arofe, and the moft 
poignant ihrcafms were levelled againft Holland, It was faid 
that the ftates, under the ma(k of religion and liberty, had 
deftroyed the former, by permitting every faith befides the 
Roman catholic \ and the latter, by converting freedom into 
Ikc utioLifncrs ; that they fpyghP entirely for their own inte- 
reft, and artfully threw the weight of their caufe upon the 
fhouiders of their allies; that they committed the moft in- 
tolerable frauds, with refpctSl to the pay of the Englifi forces, 
extolling from thejn a double price for every kind of provi- 
lion ; that tliey traded to a vaft extent with Spain^ and grew 
wealthy amidft all the horrors of a war, ruinous^to theit 
allies, and particularly to England -y that in all pecu- 
niary tranfadlions with England they adulterated the coin, 
recoined the Englijh money, and made payments to them in 
bafe money, greatly below flaiidard ; that they hfd monopo- 
lized all the trade of Europe and the IndieSy exrfuciing their 
greateft benefactors from thofe markets in which the Dutch 
were lately but interlopers. Such were the affertions, many 
of them founded on truths thrown out by the partizans of 
Burleighy and the advocates for a peace with Sp^in. On 
tbc other hand, the power, the policy, the perfidy of Philips 
were urged as reafons for continuing the war, until the 
wings of his foaring ambition Ihould be fuificicntly clipped.' 

It was affirmed that no* lading treaty could be concluded 
witii a monarch who broke through all moral obligations, to 
gratify his iSft of power, and fet oaths at defiance to fatiate 
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Mr rdentment $ that if the queen abandoned the Hates ^ene^ 
and fiiffered Spain to gain polTeffion of Brille and 
ing, fbt would at the fame time lofe the Aims lent to the 
Hates, and bring diflionour on the kingdom ; that if Spain 
Once re-eftabliihed her power in the N^herlands, flie would 
then become a more formidable antagonift than ever to En^ 
gland ; that if an ofFenfive war carried on in the Low 
Countries j or the coaHs of Spain and Portugal^ was found ex- 
pcnfive, her majefty might eafily and advantageoufly dire£t 
her operations againfl: the Spanijh colonies in America^ the 
reduflion of which would more than compenfate the ex- 
pencc«r of the armament ; laftly, it was afferted that the 
United Provinces^ and particularly thofe of Holland and 
Zealand, were the ftrongeft barriers of England again ft the 
attempts of the Spanijh monarch. Had Cecil lived, the iflue 
of this difpute might poffibly have been diftere;'t ; his death 
immediAtcly turned the fcale in favour of the oppofite party, 
and produced a renewal of the treaty with the ftates, which 
was ligned at London the 26th day of Auguft. The arti- les 
were, that the ftates (hould repay the queen, at ftated inftal- 
ments, the Aim of 800,000/ fterling ; that they fhoiild 
maintain at their expence the Englifh garrifons in the Bjdtle 
and Flujhing ; that they fhould ievy troops in England ^ to 
be commanded by EngliJlj gfficers, and paid b\ tnc ft< tes ; 
that, in cafe of any attempts ter invade England^ the Itatcrs 
would immediately fend to the affiftance of that kingdom a 
body of 5000 foot, and an equal number of horfe ^ tt'at the 
number of (hips and the ftrength of fquad.ons, equipped in 
the common caufe, fhould be equnl ; that the quecn^ claim 
to the money due from the pro/inccs of Brabant and Flan^ 
ders to Palaviciniy fhould remain entire, as a depofit foi her 
yearly expences of 25,000/*^. Thefe were the meafures 
taken for vigoroufly Aippoiting the war, and refilling the 
^wer of Philips now at liberty to point his whole ftrength 
ag'ainft t|)e provinces. 

In the mean cimey the councils of this prince were flue- 
tiMs^ofthe unftcady, that depth of policy and reflned un- 

eourtof derftanding, for which he was formerly celebrated, were 
Mudrid, clouded with difappointment, weakened by iiiArmity, 9ind 
entangled in embarrallhients. It had long been debated, 
tvhether the infanta and the Netherlands fliould not be given 
to the archduke Albert^ as the beft method of preferving 
tbofe provinces, and extricating Philip ou}^ a labyrinth of 
difficulties ; but great inconveniefleies attended this mea- 


Tranfac- 


^ Camd. p, 157. Thuan. 
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fure, in cafe Ifabella (hould ever fueceed, was not 
improbable, to the Spanijh monarchy. When the affair * 
was propofed to the council, the count de Fuentes oppofed it 
with a variety of fpecious arguments. The marquis de Caf* 
tel Roderigo anfwered the reaibning of Fuentes^ aitf declared 
with equal warmth in favour of the meafure, infifting that 
the difmemberment of the Netherlands from the monarchy 
wquld produce a variety of advantages, and particularly a 
great faving of blood and treafure. Philip was himfelf of 
the fame fentiments, and declared for them the more readily, 
that they were approved of by a majority of the council. 
He confidered that France was afcending by vaft paces to 
a great height of power, that the union of the crowns of 
England and Scotland would, under the fucceilbr of Eliza- 
beth^ render Great Britain formidable ; and that thofe king- 
doms, by keeping alive the fparks of rebellion in the Nether- 
lands^ might perpetually harrafs, difturb, and embroil the 
Spanijh monarchy. He likewife dreaded left the Fletnings 
Ihould carry their conquers into the Indies^ and was in hopes 
that the provinces, placed under a prince of the houfe of 
Aujiria^ would content themfclvcs with a free trade with 
Spain^i without equipping fleets for long and dangerous voy- 
ages at fo vaft an expence. He was not aware that a fpi- 
rit of liberty, of commerce an^ enterprife, was now excited, 
which it would be impofliUe to extinguifh. What affe£ted 
the king moft, according to Bentivoglio^ was the lofs the 
church would fuftain, by permitting the free ufe of the pro- 
teftant religion. It was falfely fuppofed, that the provinces 
wanted nothing more than to be fubjeft to a pHnee of the 
houfe of Aujlria^ they had now io long tafte^ liberty, 
though imbittered with war and bloodfhed, that no tertns 
would have induced them to renounce what was purchafed 
at the price of many battles. Philips however, not doubt- 
ing but their fubmiiflon would follow, had th^ contrail: of 
marriage between Ifabella and his nephew the archduke Al- 
bert made out and ligned ; the articles of which were, that 
Ihe fhould enjoy for her portion the Netherlands and pro- 
vinces of Burgundy and Charlerols ; that the male heirs iDiould 
fucceed, and in cafe of failure the females ; that provided 
one daughter only furvived of this marriage, ftie ftiouid 
*marry the king of ^pain ; that the archduke Ihould oblige 
bis fubjeds to ceafe trading to the Indies^ and reft fatisfied* 
with a free intistcourfe wi& the Spanijh dominions in Eu- 
rfpe^ &c. . • 

T o execute this treaty, the cardinal Albert quitted the 
Netherlands^ and proceeded with all expedition to the court 



of Madrid, His abfence was fuddenly perceived by viokhi 
feditions and tumults among the troops, who, unawed by 
bis prcfence, threw aftde all reftrainc. All the garriibns 
of the towns in Picardy^ which# by the treaty were to be 
reftored the Frtnch monarch, demanded large Aims of 
money before they would evacuate the places they pofTefTed. 
Their example was followed by tne garrifons of Ghent^ 
^nnverp and Cambray^ who demanded their arrears, and 
threatened to throw off all fubjetiion. This feditious hu- 
mour was propagated like a contagious difeafe among all 
the troops, every man expreffing bis unwillingnefs to fcrve 
a court too needy and profufe to regard the wants of the 
foldiers, who were fighting her battles, and flieddijig their 
blood for her fecurity. At length fiippiics of money arri- 
ved, and the mutineers were ^ppeafed s. 

Death of Before the archduke left his government, he appointed a 
Phi- fucceffbr, and nominated his brother the cardinal Andrea of 
lip, and Aufiria to that dignity. He likewife quitted the ecclefiaf- 
marriage tical habit, and refigned the archbifhopric of Toledo^ referv- 
rf the ing only a penfioii, payable out of the icveniics of the fee, of 
archduke 5000 ducatoons. Before his anival at Aiadrid^ Philip was 
Ifa- in extremities, and exceedingly impatient to fee the mar- 
bcila. riage concluded before he took leave of all fublunary en- 
joyments. A variety of accidents retarded the archduke ; and 
before he could reach the court, the king had breathed hi» 
laft (A). Philipps will, however, was puiiftiially executed, 
the marriage was folemnized, and the ceremony performed 
by pope Clement^ by means of proxies fent to Ferrara^ whcie 
his hoHnefs at that time reffded. 

The contrail of marriage had no fooner been ftgned' by 
the late Icing, than Albert pafTed the necefTury forms of tak- 
ing poffeilion of his fovereignty, previous to his journey to 
Spain* He likewife wrote a letter to the fiates of Holland^ 
Zealand^ an^ their allies, acquainting them with the king’s 
having reAgned the Low Countries in favour of his daugh- 
ter^ and feqffeffing that they would no longer refufe fub- 
miffion to their natural princefs, who would endeavour to 
Mvern with the utmoft lenity, indulgence and afFe£i:ion. 
This letter was enforced by another from Philip prince of 
Orange to his brother Maurice \ but no reply was made to 

• 

s Mbteren. fol. 467. lib. xix. 

^ (A) The particulars of the ries of years, embrq^ed all Eft- 
life and death of this prince, rone, may be feen in a former 
wbofe ambition, policy and ge- , volume df work, 
aius for intrigue, had, forafe* * ^ ^ 

• About 
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About this time 4000 Spanijh recruits arrived in Flan^ Pr ogre/s 
dersy to complete the old corps broken and diminKhed in ^ih€\u 43 r^ 
the laft campaign. With this reinforcement, the king’s 
army confifted of 7000 Spanijh infantry, 3000 Italiany 2000 
Burgundiany looo Irifiiy and 7000 German and Fkmi^ foot, 
with the cavalry, amounting to 25,000 men complete. Af- 
ter the arcliduke’s departure, the admiral of Arragan was 
placed at the head of this army, to which the ftates were 
uifable to oppofe an equal force. Faffing the Meufe at 
Ruremondey Mendoza took pofleffion of Orfoisy an open town 
belonging to the duchy of Cleves. As the place was of 
confiderable importance, the admiral ordered a citadel to 
be built, erefting like wife a ftrong fort at Wajfum. Prince 
Maurice having notice of the fate of OrfoiSy quitted the 
Hague to put himfelf at the head of the army quartered about 
Arnheim. In the month of September he marched to Guel-- 
dres iVeerty to watch the enemy’s motions, and while he 
lay encamped h'^re, the admiral reduced the fortreffes of 
Alphen and Bronh Thence he proceeded to Rhimbergy an 
unfortified town, fubjedf to the eleftor of Cologney but 
guarded by a body of the confederate forces* In bis way 
thither, he feized the caftle of Bariky and then cannonaded 
Rhimberg with fuch fury, that the garrifon immediately 
furrendered. Maurice was too weak to oppofe the enemy 
in the field 5 he was obliged to* content himfelf with fortify- 
ing his camp, and reinforcing the garrifons of ^the places 
mofi likely to attrad the admiral’s attention^ ; but he enter- 
tained hopes that the fcarcity of money and provifions would 
excite mutinies in the Spanijh army before the winter, 
and effeftually ftop Mendo%a*$ operations. In this, how- 
ever, he was difappointed, the admiral having fouftd means 
to fupport his troops by contributions railed on thefe towns, 
which defired to be exempted from garrifons. Having 
made himfelf mafter of RheeZy Emmer{cky D^chouniy and 
ocher places, he placed his troops in quarters, the heavy 
rains rendering it impoffible to keep the field Ibngtr. The 
inhabitants of tPeftphalia and Cleves loudly complained of 
the oppreffion of maintaining the Spanijh forces ; they fenC 
remonftrances to the cardinal Andrea^ but were not re- 
drefled. 

• While the admiral lay before Dotchoum^ prince Maurm 
apprehending his i^^xt effort would be pointed againft Doef- 
burgy a place of^ore confequence, fortified all the pofts 
by which it^as acceffilHe, and encamped before the walls» 

^ Ibid. 1 . xx» BfiNTivoq. p. 3. 1 , iv. p. 109. 
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in a ftfong iituation> until the advanced feafon retnoyed all 
« danger. During the whole winter (kirmiflies palled he-* 
tween the troops j but they were too inconfiderable to me- 
rit regard. Thus ended the campaign, in which the vigi- 
lance, a^vity, and addrefs of Maurice^ prevented Mend&za^ 
with a greatly fuperior army, from obtaining any impor- 
tant advantage. * 

Na^val About the clofe of the year a fleet arrived from the Eaft 
tranfac‘ Indm^ which difappointed the expedations of the proptie- 
tims^ and tors and the publick, the profits having been fcarce fufii- 
theftateof cient to defray the expcnces of the voyage. This did not, 
tmmerce however, check that fpirit of enterprize now fo general and 
M the ardent in Holland. A new fociety fubferibed large fums, 
provinces, eight new fliips ware equipped for the fame voyage. 

Numbers of individuals embarked in attempts to make new 
difeoveries, and open frefli foiirces of commerce. Voyages 
were made to the remote quarters of the globe, where the 
Dutch flag was unknown, and one Balthafar Monchuen,, a 
Zealander^ fitted gut at his own expence, not only two 
Ihips to India^ but a fquadron of five large vcflels, to efta- 
blifli colonics in the iflands of St. Thomas^ and the conti-« 
nent of Africa, At firft his. project was attended with all 
poflible fuccefs, the Portuguefe of St. joyfully accept- 

ed the proffers of an advantageous trade, a mutual oath , 
was taken to exclude all other jiations \ but the Portuguefe 
foon renounced their engagement, drove the Z'ealanders out 
of the ifland, and ruined the whole feheme which had great- 
ly raifed Balthafar^s reputation ^ This year was parti- 
cularly fruitful in bold expeditions. Certain merchants of 
Rotterdam equipped four ihips, which they fent through 
the ftrai^hts of Magellan to California^ with intention to 
discover a paflage to fapan and China^ and return by the 
Cape of Good Hope^ after having encompalTed the globe. 
In a word, fuch was the avidity and fpirit of this people, 
that no left than thirty large (hips were fent by the pro- 
vinces of Hlland and Zealand to the Eaft and Jr eft Indies^ 
while they at the fame time were eftabliihing a Levant 
trade by means of the French ambaflador as Conftantinopfej 
and profecuting their fil^ries with great diligence. The 
trade indeed was confiderably difturbed by the fwarms of 
privateers that iflued from Cataisy ftill garrifotied by the 
Spaniards. This was an affair of fo much importance as 
to require the attention of the legiftature. The iiates 
general aflembled to deliberate upon the '"means of fecuring 


^ Li Clsrc, p. 101 . 1, vi. Mjbtissn. 1. xx. 
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the navigation qf the provinces ; but they could come to no 
other relifdution) than that the general officers of the marine 
fliould, in their turns, cruize upon the privateers, and block 
up the harbour of Calais. sThe year concluded with a rich 
capture made by a fmall fquadron equipped by prihce Mau^ 
rue. Four Spanijh merchantmen, richly laden, were taken 
before they got out of ught of Calais. We have mentioned 
thefe naval tranfadions, to Ihew how affiduouily the Dutch 
cultivated commerce, in the midft of an oppreffive war, 
which would otherwife have proved intolerable. 

SECT. VI. 

Containing the operations of the fuhfequent campaign \ 
the arrival of the archduke and Ifabella in the Low 
Countries ; the viSlory obtained by the confederates at 
Newport ; with other particulars^ to the death of 
Elizabeth, In 1603. 

T H E arrogance of the Spanijh troops quartered in the jj 
empire caufed violent commotions, particularly in 
• the dillrids of Cleves and Wejipj^lia. They committed the 
nwft horrible outrages ; entering, without diftindlion, and oftheipzr 
plundering neutral cities, to compenfate their deficiency of nJards in 
pay. AH the peafants deferred their ufual employments, Germany: 
and fought protection in the fortified towns ; induitry was 
wholly laid afide, and every confequent mifery introduced. 

Senfible that their little efieCts would fall into the ^ands of 
the enemy, the peafants indemnified themfelves by plunder- 
ing the feats of the nobility, refolved to obviate the profpeCts 
they forefaw from the negled of agriculture. The Spanijh 
foldiers were in the mean while over-running tt),? bifhopric 
of jMunfter^ the archbifliopric of Cologne y the counties of 
Bentheim^ the duchies of Juliers and Berg\ in a word, all 
^ the country from the Meuje to the Rhincy where they feized 
upon all the towns, and collected fo rich a booty, that 
private men remitted large fums to Antwerp. Their avidity 
was accompanied with the utmoft riot and moft dilTolute 
luxury. Unaccuitomed to affluence, they fpent it in profu- 
iion, in drunkennefe^ incontinence, and abandoned mirth ; 
endeavouring at |]^e fame time to repair their fluctuating 
fortune by the moft crufil extortion, putting' all thofe fuf- 
peCfed of copcealing their wealth to the torture. All were 
furprifed that the Germans^ (b iealous of their liberty, fhould 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXI. L' have 
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have permitted thofe violences on the laws of nations to pafs 
iifipuniftied. Repeated affemblies were held by the prince's 
of the empire, but nothing was determined. Only the count 
of Oldenbjurgh^ the bifhops of Brimen and OJnahrug^ and ^john 
of Najfau^ had the courage to repel by force the infults of 
the Spaniards, The aiicmblics wrqte feveral pathetic letters 
to the cardinal Andrea ; but that prelate, unable to advance 
the arrears of the ioldiers, was forced to wink at thei^ex- 
cefles, and difregard the remonftrances of the aflembly. 
The emperor fent Ncutjd^ a member of his privy council, to 
regulate the affairs of the duchy of ClevcSy but he returned 
without having executed his inftrudlions. Mendbza treated 
the inhabitants with great contempt, and he publickly ex- 
prclied his deteftation of the protcjftant princes of the em- 
pire, boafting that the Almighty had fent him as a fcourge 
to piinifli herefy. Incenfed at this condu6t, the emperor 
publiflied a decree, ordering Alendoza and the Spaniards im- 
mediately to quit the imperial dominions, a fimilar injunc- 
tion being at the fame time tranfmitted to the confederate 
forces. In fubftance the edi£l:s differed in nothing j jut 
that to Mendo%a was couched in terms more bitter and 
poignant. Both were enjoined to make immediate repara- 
tion, to rclcafe all the priioners made in the imperial domi- 
nions, to abffain from futu^^ violation of the laws of nation^, 
under penalty of incurring tHe emperor’s wrath, and feel- 
ing the weight of his difpleafure. 

Mendoza paid little regard to impotent menaces ; a few 
days after the decree was put into his hands, he feifed upon 
Calcar^ a town in the duchy of Juliers^ and obliged the in- 
habita<nts to receive a Spanifly garrifon. He carried his in- 
dignation againft Lutherans to f j high a pitch of enthufiafm, 
that he wrote to the bifliop of Paderborn to purge his fee 
of heretics, or expe£l: fuddenly a Spanijh army in his di- 
bcefe, which would at his expcnce perforin the epifcopal 
duty. ^ Once more the German princes met to apply effec- 
tual remedies to an evil grown altogether unfupportable : 
hither the cardinal Andrea and Mendoza fent their com- 
miffioncr ; Delrio and Bodwitz were pitched on to execute 
this important hufinefs; but the latter fell Into the hands of 
a body of confederate cavalry, and was threatened with be- 
ing treated as a fpy : Delrio acquitted himfelf with fo nfach 
dexterity, that a*tcT throwing a varrty of embarraffments 
in the way, after procraftinating the rjpfolutions of the af- 
fembly, and detaining the princes for months to hear enco- 
miums on the equity and moderation of the 4 ^atholic king, 
the c^ngrefs at lad broke up. without coming to .any de- 
termination. 
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termihailon, although all were convinced, and fecretly felt 
the injuries fuftained. As to the ftates they fent no deputies 
to attend the biifinefs of the aflembly, juftly fuppofii^ the 
time would be employed *in fruitlefs altercation. Thus, 
after a decree of the Jidic council had pafTed, declafingthofe 
enemies who fliould longer remain in the empire, after re- 
peated congrefles were Ifeld to avenge the infults upon the 
imperial dignity ; the Spaniards proceeded in* their ufual 
couffe, arid maintained garrifons in five towns upon the 
Rhine^, 

In the winter prince Maurice furprifed Emmeric, and there- Prepara- 
by opened a path to dillurb the enemy in winter-quarters, tiofiscfthe 
It was partly the policy of the ftates to remove the feat of vf 2 ir for 
into the empire, hoping thereby to engage the imperial council continuing 
and the injured princes of the empire to take arms againft the 
Spaniards \ but they did not long maintain their poft at Em^ 
mericj it was retaken with little oppofition by the Spaniards, 

Upon this, prince- Maurice formed a dtfign againft Zave~ 
nary in which he fucceeded : as the feafon for opening the 
campaign was now approaching, the ftates determined to en- 
able prince Maurice to aft with vigour; new levies Were order- 
ed to be made : to fupport which expence, the provinces of 
Holland and Zealand granted a new duty upon merchandife, 

,and a tax upon moveable eftefts, donations and legacies; 
premiums and fix per cent. •wci% likewife given to thofe 
wfio lent money to the government, and all perfons exemp- 
ted from taxes for a certain number of years upon fubferib- 
ing a thoufand livres. To thefe meafurcs all the other pro- 
vinces, except GroningcHy acceded. 

Cardinal Andreay to counteraft the vigorous meafures 
of the ftates, publiflied a declaration in the name of the in- 
fanta Ifabelloy reproaching the ftates with having abufed the 
indulgence of the late king, who permitted them to trade 
with his Spanijh fubjefts, offered them the moft reafonablc 
terms of peace, gave three archdukes for their governors, . 
difmembered the monarchy to gratify their caprict:. afld was 
now repaid with ingratitude, and a determined resolution to 
•continue in their rebellion. They were accufed of feducing 
the people, by perfuading them that their riches and com- 
merce would increafe by war. That this was true, might 
be attributed to the affeftion of the king for unworthy 
fubjefts, whom he hoped to reclaim by his lenity. Thefe 
meafures proving fruitlefs, the infanta and the king cA Spain 
prohibited, under file penalty of imprifonment and con- 

' • 

• Grot, lib.’viii. Reidan. lib. xv. Meteren. Jib. xxi. 
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fifeation of goods, all communication between the VniteJL 
Provinces and the kingdom of Spain^ or the Spanijh Nether^ 
lands. The infanta, in particular, forbid the fmalleft inters 
courfe between her fubjeCis and the tlnited Provinces, with- 
drawings all periTjillions and patTports which had hitherto 
been granted for that purpofe. One month only was allow- 
ed to merchants to fettle their affair&o after which the princeis 
rcfolved to pu(h the war with vigour, unlefs the provinces 
accepted the terms of peace propofed by her father, which 
fhe now again offered. A counter-declaration was publifh- 
cd by the ilates, and the lole effea of the cardinal’s edift 
was to llimulate the provinces to a more afliduous application 
to foreign commerce, and to give birth to that India com- 
pany, which, in a fliort time, raifed the republic to the 
higheft pitch of grandeur. 

Ediapub- Immediately after the publication of the edi£l: palled 
liped by by the ftatcs general, a fleet was ordered to be equipped to 
the arch- cruize upon the Spaniards, and the land-levies were profe- 
du^.e, cuted with great diligence. Not only the old regiments 
were completed, but fcveral new corps raifed; particularly a 
regiment compofed of two battalions of a thoufand men 
each, in Germany, levied at the cxpence of count Erneft of 
Najfau ; two thoufand French veterans, difbanded by the king 
at the late peace, and now enlifted by La None'-, and ^ 
thoufand Swifs, likewife hfmjfled from the French fervice. 
When the Spanijh ambaflador complained to La Noue, (hat 
the French auxiliaries were an infradlion of the late treaty be- 
tween the two courts, he was anfwered, that his intention 
was to purge the provinces of certain evil humours fermented 
by their late civil divilions^. Several regulations were made 
in the javalry, and the number of horfe was very confiderably 
augmented. Nothing, in a word, was omitted to withftaiid 
the utmoft efforts of the Spaniards and the archduke (A). 

BENf ivoc. p. 3. 1, v. Le Clerc, L vii. p. igy. Me- 
ter ew. ]. :i. p. 24. 


(A) Two thoufand of the 
Eiiglijh forces were exchanged 
at the queen’s requeft, for an 
equal number of new-raifed 
forces, who, however, behaved 
with the courage and conduct 
of veterans, at the battle of 


On 

Newport. Among Other mili. 
tary regulations, one, in parti- 
cular, regarded falfe muilers ; 
a comdion praffice among the 
oficers.*' This deceit and public 
fraud, of the worft tei^dency, 
was made capital. Several 
changes 
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On the other hand, the cardinal was no lefs diligent in his 
endeavours to bring a numerous army into the field. His * 
firft care was to raife fuificient fupplies to defray the arrears 
due to the army and garrifgns, fome of which had nintinicd 
for their pay. Thegarrifon of was partiqularly in- 

folent, and the cardinal had the courage to execute what no 
former governor ever prffumed to attempt. He changed the 
garrifon, and exemplarily puniihed the offenders ; reward- 
ing*at the fame time the garrifon of Ghent, who in the fame 
circumftances had condudted themfelves with modefty and 
diferetion. Next he returned to Maeftricht, toconfilt with 
the chief officers the operations of the campaign. 'Fhe firft 
objedf propofed was an attempt on the Ifle of Bommel ; of 
which prince Maurice gaining intelligence, hy intercepted 
letters, he took meafures for its fecurity. I'he cardinal 
pafled the Rhine on a bridge made of boats, on the 17th of 
Jpril, with a refolution immediately to enter the territories 
of the dates, but the qbief officers were divided where to dr ike 
the fird blow. Mendoza was for attacking fort Schenk, 
which might be deemed the key to the Ifle ot Betaw ; 
others, aware of the difficulty of this enterprife, propofed in- 
veding Nimeguen, to which Mendoza raifed fpecious objec- 
tions i particulafly, that the garrifon could always receive 
• fupplies by means of the river and fort Knotfemburgh, The Operations 
lad fcheme, fupported by a majority of the officers, was em- ^fthecam^ 
braced. It propofed croffing the Meufe lower, and attacking 
Bommel, the capital of the idand of that name. To facilitate 
the attempt, Barlotte, a famous partizan, undertook to feize 
on the Ifle of Voren, but he was baffled by the vigilance of 
prince Maurice, who not content with difappointing the ene- 
my in this enterprife, detached a body of horfe anil foot to 
watch their motions, and didurb their march. This corps 
was fortunate enough to engage and defeat a party of the 


changes took place in the me- 
thod of arming the troops. 
Lances were laid aiide, and 
carabines given to the horfe, in 
their dead. This inditution 
was fird introduced by prince 
Maurice in particular regiments. 
Now it became general by or- 
oer of the daces. Several regi- 
ments were converte<l into lieht 
infantry, their heavy arms be- 
ine exchanged for others more 
potable, aed better calculated 

( 1 ) Bcntvmg, 


for expedition (i). It is, how- 
ever, a quedion nitheYto unde- 
cided by military trifles, whe- 
ther the prefent light arms in u(e 
produce all the ede^s of the 
more clumfy weapons which 
formerly adorned the foldier. 
Certain we are, that the Romans, 
the bed difciplined troops in 
the world, aferibed a great part 
of their fuccefs to the weight of 
their arms. 
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Spaniards^ whereby Mendoza'^ difpatchcs, and the whole 
plan formed, were difclofcd to the prince. Every means ac-i* 
cordmgly was employed to oppofe the enemies croffing the 
river. An infinity of boats anci^bridges were prepared, and 
britterieSfCrectcd upon the oppofite banks, by which the Spa- 
niards were greatly annoyed in their courfe along the banks. 
Under pretence, however, of befiegfag ioxi Schenk^ which he 
battered fiirioufly with his heavy cannon, Mendoza at lafl: 
palled the Val with confiderable lofs, penetrated into thedfle 
of BommiU and regularly inverted the capital ; but not until 
Maurice had encamped under the wall?, and raifed feveral 
new works for its defence. 7'he Spanijh general was not 
deterred by difficulties. He erected battelle^, and profecuted 
his meafures with determ ned courage, notwithftand'ng the 
army which covered the city was little inferior to his pwn. 
His condu<3: was joyfully obferved by Maurice^ wlio perceiv- 
ed the attempt would necell’aiily terminate in the ruin of the 
SpaniJ}^ army, fhould it be obilinalcly profecuted. He was tak- 
ing all the proper meafures for drawing t}ic enemy gradually 
into his fiiarcs, when lie received anexpicfs order from the 
ftates to give them battle the lirrt opportunity. Maurice was 
aftonifticd at orders fo difrerent Irom the iifual cautious and 
deliberate conduct of the government j he perceived they 
werediilated by the frugal difpofition of the deputies, wdio 
found it netefiary to end the campaign at a certain time, to 
prevent exceeding the fupplies granted by the provinces'* j 
and he determined not to obey, until he had firft remon- 
rtiated to the ftatejs general. A joint letter was fent by 
Maurice and William of Najfau^ reprefenting the danger of 
giving the enemy battle at that time, when fcarcc any ad- 
vantage^-could flow from vidory, and a defeat would be at- 
tended with the moft fatal confequences. Though he was 
equal in force, he was by no means fuperior in courage to the 
enemy, who fought in defpair, the precipitate meaffires of 
Mendozah^img brought them into a critical fituation, from 
which r^olur-ion alonecould extricate them. The Dw/rA forces, 
they faid, confirted chiefly of new-raifed levies and auxiliary 
troops, who could not be deemed equal to the veterans of 
Spain if this army gave way, the provinces would lie 
open to all the ravages of war j if the enemy were defeated, 
the treafures of Spain^ and populoufnefs of the Spanijh Ne- 
therlands^ would foon fet on foot another army ; he was now 
gaining more important advantages titan could even re- 
ftilt from viftory, as Mendo?a obftinately pcrfirted in wafting 
fiis blood and treafure againft the walls of a city which he 
peyer (hould be able to reduce, while the conft^derates pre- 
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ferved their prefentiituations in a«word, he urged, that the pro*^ 
per feafon forgiving battle, depended on a variety of circum- » 
fiances, which could only be determined upon the fpot, and 
ought therefore to be refejrcd to the difcrction of the gene- 
ral, who either defcrved their confidence, or ough| to be re- 
called. Juft, however, as this reaibningmuft appear, it was 
conftrued by the depifties into a defire of prolonging the 
war. The great influence of Maurice depended on his be- 
ing at the head of an army; and though his zealous attach- 
ment to his country was approved, yet his ambition was not 
unknown. He was therefore obliged fo far to comply with 
the fentiments of the government, as to promife he would 
feize the firft favourable moment for giving battle 

ME N DOZA was in the mean time playing furioufly 
from his batteries, while his troops were miferably galled 
from the enemies boats, and batteries ranged along the river. 
He perfifted in the notion he fhould be able to force Maurice 
to quit his fituation, and the prince artfully chcriflied this 
opinion, the better to deftroy the Spanijh army. At length 
he determined upon a general fjlly from four different 
quarters of his intrenchments, while his artillery from the 
boats kept up an incelTant fire. The Dutch forces marched 
Out in the middle of the day, and attacked the Spanijh in- 
trenchments with the utmoft refolution. They were rc»* 
ceived with equal gallantry, und, after a bloody confliA^ 
3rawn off" before vidfory had declared. The aflion was 
maintained for three houis, above fifteen hundred men pe- 
rifhed on each fide, but no impreifion was made on Mendo- 
z^z’s quarters, nor did any important confequcnce refill t. 
The night following a lefs general, but more fiiccefsful, 
fally was made. It was expeSed the enemy might be un- 
prepared, not expedling the Dutch would fo foon renew their 
efforts. The conjecture was well founded ; all was in fc- 
curity in Mendoza*^ camp, and the utmoft confternation in- 
troduced by the arrival of the confederates, whofe attack 
fucceeded beyond expectation. Several batteiies s/ere de- 
ftroyed, prodigious flaughter made, and a great number of 
prifoners taken. After a refpite of three days, the Englijh 
and French auxiliaries, under Sir Francis Vere and La Noue^ 
made another defperate fally on the Walloon quarter, which 
^)iey forced with terrible flaughter. At laft, overpowered 
with numbers, and badly fupported by the Dntchj they rcr 
treated in good oTder., Such vigorous attacks, and the 
length of the fiege, ngw protraCted to the fpace of three 
' •' 

• c BENTIVOG.p. 3. lib, v. p. la;?, 
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weeks^ convinced MendoT^a of his error, and the impoflib!'*' 

< lity of reducing Bommel j but the difficulty was to relinquifb 
the dcfign without expofing hitnfelf to the ridicule of hif 
own troops, and the alTaults of the enemy on bis rear. The 
latter, however, he avoided, hy m%ans of little forts and bat- 
teries creeled, with great judgment, along the river ; but 
could not efcape the former, which b^oke out in fedition and 
mutiny. Difappointed of the expected booty from the 
plunder o»“ Bommel^ ,the Spanijh foldicrs became clamorous 
for their arrears, and were, with great difficulty and large 
promifes, appeafed. All the reft of the campaign was con- 
fumed in building and attacking forts, eiedted to cover the 
wintcr-quaiters of both armies. The Spaniards made an 
attempt on a fort raifed by Maurice at Herwerden^ and were 
rr pulled with Jofs ; on the other hand, the confederates, led 
by thz prince in perfon, were equally unfuccefsful in an at- 
tack on the Spanifl) fort at Megtien^ which, though uniini{h« 
ed, the gai riion defended with extreme valour 

During thefe tianfuftions a circumftance occurred, 
man py, which, if judicioufly improved, would, beyond doubt, have 
ces take ruiiivd the SpaniJ}) dominion in the Netherlands . The Ger* 
man princes, incenfed that the Spaniards flill maintained ports 
and garriions in their dominions, entered into an aflbeiation 
to expel all foreigners ; and for this purpofc raifed an army 
of 25,000 foot and 4000 hc^rfe, under the conducSl of the 
count de Lfppe. The ftates general prefl’ed the aflbciateU 
Germans to join their army ; but they did not withdraw their 
own troops out of the diftri<fls of fuliers^ Munfter^ and 
Cleves, For this reafon the princes declared, that they 
armed in their own defence, without intending to interfere 
in the qijarrel between the king of Spain and his fubjeirts, 
who had both violated the privileges of the empire. Car- 
dinal Andrea^ to appeafe the Germans^ withdrew his garrifon 
from Emmerich^ which he ordered immediately to be refiored 
to the duk^vof Clcvcs, This, however, did not fatisfy the 
count de^fippf ; he inverted Rhimberg^ held by a mutinous 
Spanijh garrifon, who would have furrendered it had he 
agreed to pay their arrears. Their propofal was 'rejefled, 
the afiault given, and the Germans rcpulfed with great lofs, 
and obliged to relinquifli the enterprife From thence the 
count proceeded to R£ez^ where he was not more fortunate j 
a Tally from the town haying put one of his quarters in con- 
fufion, and fpread terror through the whole army. The 

e «« « 
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panic was fo peat* and the harmony among the princes 
fo ill eftabliflied, that in a few weeks the army dilbanded, • 
and Spain^ without ftriking one blow, was delivered from 
this formidable enemy. ^ 

In the mean time, the archduke Albert^ and his confort, 7he arch- 
returned to the Low Countries^ and made their public entry duke and • 
into with fuch •ftentation and magnificence, as W- duchefsar- 

prelTed unfavourable ideas of their charadlcrs. It is alledged rive in the 
b)»the Dutch writers, that the nobility were received with a 
cold civility, and difgufting air of fuperiority ; that the de- Countries, 
puties of the ftates paid their compliments on the knee, 
a fervility inconfiftent with the dignity of freemen; and 
that Albert and the infanta, in every reljjeft, received 
fovereign honours, and thofe marks of abjedl humiliation 
Ihewn to crowned heads. Thefe remarks are probably dic- 
tated by prejudice, fince even* the Dutch writers allow that 
the archduke, during his former refidence, had diftin- 


guilhed himfelf for his moderation, lenity, and affability : a 
carriage at this time no lefs neceflary than before. On 
his entering upon bufinefs, the firft difficulty that occurred, 
was, the oath ufually taken by the archdukes, to preferve the 
privileges of the provinces inviolable. The ftates hinted 
to them the neceffity of withdrawing foreign troops, demo- 
lilhing the citadels, and committing the defence of the 
towns to the inhabitants, joshing could be more (bock- 
Ibg to the archduchefs, nurfed in the arms of defpotifm, 
than an infinuation which tended to limit her pretos;ative. 
Her prejudices were, however, furmounied by Albei fs mo- 
deration, who acquainted her, that (he could only obtain 
her ends by temporifing, and promifes to withdraw all 


foreigners, as foon as the dangers of war were removed at 
a diftance. Having adjufted this point, the archduke and 
duchefs fet out for Louvain, where they took the oaths 
preferibed ; and, after making the tour of the provinces, 
returned to Brujfeh. Next, the ftate of the A)untry was 
taken into confideration ; and the caufes of the mllbarriage 
at Bommel, which was charged to the mifeondud and ob- 
ftinacy of Mendoza^ This general recriminated ; accufing 
the troops of difobedience, and the government of negle6f, 
in fumifhtng money and the necelTary fupplies ; to which 
he, in fome meafure juflly, attributed the difgraces fuftain- 
eel After a long hearing, Mendoza was acquitted, conr 
tinued in his comnftnd, and the necelTary meafures taken to 


prevent future difttirbanoes and mutinies K 


^ Reidan. lib. xvj.p. 175. Grot. lib. ix. p. 395. sMb- 
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The United Provinces were no lefs cmbarafled and di- 
vided among themfcives. Great clamours were raifed by 
. the deputies of the provinces, againft the expenccs of the 
Difeora tn campaign, which had already greatly exceeded the fupplies 
tejeyen Without producing any public advantage. It was 

^ not confidered that prince Maurice had done all that could 

be expc£led in defending Bommel^ and fecuring all the 
frontier againft the irruptions of the enemy. A frefh de- 
mand of money was made, and pofitively refufed by fohie 
of the provinces, who defired the army might be fent into 
winter-quarters. The divifions were running high, when 
a remittance of 300,000 francs arrived from France^ Henry 
IV. wifely forefeeing that the penurioufnefs of the provin- 
cial ftates would ruin the caufe, and once more render the 
Spaniards abfolute mafters of the Netherlands. Notwith- 
fianding this unexpected fupply, deputies were difpatchcd 
to confer with prince Maurice^ and reprefent to him the 
ftatc of the revenue, which required that the troops (hould 
immediately quit the field. The prince replied, that 
money expended in defence of liberty, (hould never be 
grudged ; that in the prefent cafe they mu ft determine to 
fupport the war with vigour, or lofc the fruits of all their 
blood, toil, and treafure, already beftowed. That nothing 
could be attributed to mifmanagement, fince he was 
ready to lay before the ftites-a clear account of the fer- 
vices in which the public money had been employed ; that 
marching fo early into quarters would afford the enemy an 
opportunity of penetrating into the bowels of a country, 
the very frontiers of which they had hitherto found im- 
pregnable. He confented however, that the charge of 
boats, Waggons, and baggage horfes, (hould be dimini(hed ; 
but earneftly exhorted the deputies to refleft on the fatal 
coilfequences of entertaining a hoftilc army for the winter, 
in the heart of the provinces, and the difficulty of dif- 
lodgiiig fo'jjowcrful an enemy. He defired he might be 
permitted td erefl: three forts on the banks of the Vaal^ to 
reftrain the irruptions of the garrifon of St. Andrew 5 but 
the expence amounting to 80,000 francs, he was forced 
Keduaion to content himfelf with throwing up fome flight Vorks on 
pf the the dyke of the Ifle of T/V/. In a word, nojwithftanding all 
troops. the princess remonftrances, and the probability that the 

' archduke would endeavour to retrieve the chara£ler of the 

Spanijh arms by fome bold aftion, the ‘ftates refolved upon 
a reduftion of the forces, ftrongly fufpefiing that the corps 
were uncomplete. All thp companies of fooj: corififlwig 
^f 200 men? were reduced to 130, ?ind thofe of horfe 

compofe^ 
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^ompofcd of 100 men, were reduced to eighty, by which 
means the government favcd 60,000 livres per month. A * 
ferment was excited in the army, and this iedu£t{on would 
have proved the moft fatjl blow ever fuftained by the pro- 
vinces, had the enemy embraced the opportunity. The 
rivers were all frozen, the ftates were defencclefs, and 
every thing contributtd to render an irruption into the 
provinces fuccefsful, had jfibert been careful to main- 
tain difeipline, catch at circumftances, and recruit his 
army. But all this was neglected. Prince Maurice h^vlng^ 
in the month of November^ by exprefs order of the flates, 
placed his troops in winter-quarters, the admiral of Aragon 
followed his example, after leaving a flrong garrifon in 
Fort St. Andrew. He imprudently indeed gave out, that 
he only waited for a froft, to invade the provinces, and 
thereby cautioned prince Maurice to take all meafures in 
his power for their fecurity 5 . 

With refpe^l to naval affairs, great preparations were 
made towards the beginning of the year j as foon as all 
intcrcourfe between the Spanijb dominions and the pro- 
vinces were prohibited, the Hates equipped an armament 
compofed of fixty*three fail, under the conduft of Peter Naval af* 
Vander Dous^ to harrafs the coafts of Spain^ and prevent 
all commerce betiveen that nation and the other maritime 
powers. Great encouragetp.en* was likewife given to pri- 
vate adventurers in the Eaji and tVejUlndia trade ; infomuch 
that Bdthafar Monchuren^ fo unfortunate the preceding 
year on the coaft of Africa^ now fitted out a confiderablc 
fquadron to cruize in the Weft Indies^ and fearch for the 
gold mines in Guiana. While the grand armament was 
preparing, a part of the Eaft India fleet returnid richly 
laden, and fufficiently compenfated the former difappoint-r 
ment. This fuccefs gave frelh vigour to the ftates, and 
enabled them to purfue their fchemes with redoubled 
vigour. On the 28th of May the fleet quitted the Texel^ 
and arrived by the nth of next month on <he «oaft of 
Portugal. Finding he could make no impreflTion of the 
Vander Dout proceeded to the and made a de- 

feent on the ifland called Grand Canary^ though vigoroufly 
oppofed by the Spaniards^ Next morning the town was 
taken by aftault, the inhabitants efcaping to the moun- 
tains, and carrying with them their moft valuable effeas. 

Vander Dous offereef to ranfom the place ; but the Spaniards 
fefufin^ to give t^e pri(:p deipanded, he laid the whole in 

• S j;|E lib. vii. 
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aflies. Hence he failed for Gmara^ which he plundered^ 
proceeding with half the fleet to AmerUa^ and fending the 
other half back under admiral Geebrantfen, This voyage 
proved unfortunate ; the climate and fruits of Sotdh America 
produced itcrrible difeafes among the feamen, which fwept 
them off in great numbers, occafioned the death of 
Vander DojiSj and feveral of his officA's. After fome fruft- 
Icfs attempts on the Spanijh fettlements, the fleet returned 
to Holland^ except a fquadron of feven (hips which caihe 
back the following year, heavy laden with a booty of 
fugar and other commodities, carried off from the Weft 
India illands. After all, the whole advantage obtained from 
this formidable armament, was to draw the attention of 
the court of Spain from the affairs of the Netherlands^ and 
put the king to great expence in equipping a fleet, which 
lay afterwards to rot in his harbours. As to the booty 
taken, it by no means defrayed the charges of the go- 
vernment. The year concluded with a negotiation for 
peace, carried on under the aufpices of the emperor, who 
offered his mediation. The iffue was the fame with that 
of all preceding attempts, to reconcile parties too much 
inflamed to liffen to reafonable conditions 
A. D. Never was the court of Spain more diftrefled for 
i6co. money than at prefent. Yet were Philip III. and Albert • 
^hedif- too haughty to defeend fron>. their dignity, and relay 
irejfcd ft- jn the terms of peace propofed the former year. The 
tunUon cf grchduke’s long journey and voyage, his marriage, and the 
brilliancy of his court, had exhaufted the fupplies intended 
” 1 . for the profecution of the war ; and Philips own marriage, 
and the expences of equipping a powerful fleet, rendered 
him undapable of making the neceffary remittances. Long 
arrears were due to the troops, who every where become 
clamorous. The Spanijh forces firft broke out into open 
mutiny. A fmall party took poft at Hamel in the diocefe 
of Liege ; a (hort time it was augmented to a qorps of 
2000 feot ar.id 800 horfe. Their example was followed 
by the German and Walloon garrifons of Creveceeur and fort 
Sc. Andrew^ and at laft the revolt had almoil become gene- 
ral. Albert was forced to treat with the mutineers, and 
affign them free quarters, and a fortified town in Brahanty 
until their arrears were difeharged, paying them at the 
fame time a fum of money fufficient to anfwer other exi- 
gencies. Scarce had the mutineers at Hamel quitted that 
poft, when a body of Italians who haU mutinied, feized ' 

•j . 
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upon the place, which they fortified. Jlbert was forced 
to appeafe this fedition in the fame manner he had done * 
the former. To prevent the garrifons of St. Andrew and 
Crevecaur from proceerlinc to extremities, the archduke 
pretended he would fencfihem upon an enterprijpe, where 
the booty would more than compenfate the deficiencies of 
their pay. Barlettc the partizan was appointed to con*- 
du£t the expedition, he reviewed the troops on his arrival ; 
bty; negleding to diftribute money among the foldiers, they 
mutinied, feized their officers, and fent them with their 
families prifoners to Balduc. It was dangerous to employ 
the forces that remained firm in their obedience againft the 
mutineers. Albert dreaded that the contagion would 
fpread through the whole ; and yet this would have proved 
the mod: efFediual mcafure, as there was no end to anfwer- 



ing their infolent demands ^ • 

Maurice perceived that a fair opportunity now offered of Prince 
attacking the Spaniards to advantage; but his powers Maurice 
were limited, and his force inconfiderable. However, that 
the occafion might not wholly flip without deducing 
benefit, he affembled eight companies of infantry, and an 
equal number of cavalry, which he difpatched under Leiuis ^ 
of Najfauy and colonel Edmond^ a Scotchman^ to make an 
attempt on JVatcbtendoc in Guelderland. The enterprize 
was fuggefied by Rhthove ^ it Succeeded to admiration, the 
Sown and citadel were taken after a flight refidance, and 
the government given to the officer who had formed the 
defign. This fuccefs encouraged prince Maurice to purfue 
his blow. He marched fecretly with a drong detachment 
towards Crevecaur^ feized the out works before the muti- 
nous garrifon was apprifed of his defign, and in«(he fpace 
of three days was mader of all the fortifications, after 
defeating a detachment of 500 Spanijh horfe, which came 
to the relief of the befieged. The prince made overtures 
to the garrifon of Sc. Andrew ; but the mutineers refufed 
to furrender the fort, unlefs the prince advvincei a Aim 
equal to the arrears owing by the court of Spain^ which 
be had not in his power. Maurice then determined to ap- 
ply force ; he fummoned the garrifon, and threatened to 
give no quarter, if they did not immediately capitulate ; 
but they defpifed his menaces, while the country round 
Ae fort was under water; and even put to death the 
trumpet fent with ihe fummons. Next he hemmed in the 
garrifon by a number of little forts and redoubts, fufficieot 
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to prevent their being fuppiied ; at the fame time keeping 
iip fo brilk a fire from certain batteries which he had 
crc£ted, as forced the befieged to conceal thcmfelves be-* 
hind their ramparts. Juft as th^y were reduced to extre- 
mity for ^ant of fuel, and neceflaries for their fick and 
wounded, a fignal from the garrifon of BaUluc revived 
their courage, and gave them hop^s of fpcedy afliftance. 
But this glimmering of expcclation foon vaniflied. 
lafeo who was fent with'a detachment for the relieliof 
the befieged, made fruitlefs efforts to enter. He was baf- 
fled in every attempt by Maurice^ and forced to leave the 
garrifon to their fate. In confeqiience, they immediately 
capitulated, and to a man enlified in the fervice of the 
ftates, where they behaved with great courage and 
fidelity. 

The pro- While Maurice was purful ng the advantage afforded by 

•Vince of the diforder of the Spanijh army, the ftates, as ufual, a^- 
Grofiin- fembled to deliberate on the means of raifing the fiipplies 
gcfi com- for the enfuing campaign. Groningen had for three years 
felUd to refufed to pay the contingent ftipulated ; a bold exertion 
pay the Qf power was ncceffary to bring the province to rcafon, 
iaxes. upon this the ftates refolved. fFilliam of Najfau^ go- 

vernor of Fttfelanci and Groningen^ was difpatchcd with a 
body of troops to the capital of the latter province, to com- , 
pel the inhabitants to perftfrm .the articles of the union. 
He entered the city without the leaft diforder, difarmetl 
the burghers, and built a citadel, leaving the provincial 
ftates to make their complaints to the ftates general. In 
this they were not wanting: deputies were imrhediatcly dif- 
patched, with loud complaints of this violation of their 
privileges ; but they were given to underftand, that as 
Groningen was protefted by the government, it mull expeft 
to bear a (hare of the public cxpencc, and on the fame 
footing of equality with the other provinces. Finding 
they couldSiave no redrefs, the provincial ftates confented 
to pay^heif contingent; upon which IFUUam of NaJJati 
proceeded to Frifeland^ where, by a juft mixture of perlua- 
fion and force, he quelled a violent tumult among the 
peafants \ who refufed to pay the public tax. Thefe, it 
muft be confeffed, v/ere violent remedies in a free confti- 
tution ; but at this time they were abfolulely neceflary, to 
prevent the diffolution of the whole conftitution, as ttfe 
other provinces refufed to pay their Quotas, if Groningen 
was exempted. 

^ Meter BN, lib. xxi. Grot. lib, ix.“ 
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ALBERT was upon no better terms with the ftatcs Ccnfufion 
6F the Spantjh provinces, who renewed their complaints of the 
againil: the oppreffion of the people with foreign foldiers, Spanilh 
the mifmanagement of the public money, the weight of 
taxes, and the profufion of the court. He demoded that 
the fupplies for the ngxt campaign might be granted, a 
civil lift for the fupport of the court eftabliflied, and a fum 
of money advanced upon the credit of the remittances ex- 
pe&ed from Madrid, They, on the other hand, required 
Security that any fuch remittances were actually expefted, 
and that when they arrived, they would be paid into their 
hands ; they defired the account of the preceding year 
might be laid before them ; and before they granted frefli 
fupplies, irrefiftable proofs were required that the laft were 
not mifapplied. 

Such was the Hate of affairs, when the United Pro- Vigorout 
Vinces entered upon a refolution to open the campaign with rej'olutions 
vigour, and ftrike fome blow, which ihould at the fame of the 
time fecure their own commerce, and confound the fates ge- 
enemy. The ftates of Holland and Zealand argued the neraL 
neceffity of an attempt upon Dunkirk, the privateers of 
which place extremely molefted their merchantmen. It 
was faid, that this enterprize, though important, would 
not be difficult, becaufe the army could be tranfported by 
&a, and by feizing certahi fSrts round Newport, might 
march unmolefted to Dunkirk, After this it was propofed, 
that Newport and Furnefe fliould be attacked, by which a 
way to Of end, defended by an EngUJh garrifon, would be 
fecured. Prince Maurice of Najfau was prefent at thefe 
deliberations, and aifonilhed at the unufual vigour of the 
propofals, which he was ready to attribute to the cfefpair of 
the merchants of Holland and Zealand, who had fuffered 
extremely from the enemies cruizers. Though he would 
not difcountenance bold refolutions, he thought it his 
duty to reprefent the hazard of the attempt, aRd the im- 
poffibility of reducing Dunkirk, before the ardTiduk# would 
be in a condition to march with a fuperior army to its 
relief. After enlarging upon the fubjeft, and pointing out 
all the inconveniencies which attended the project, he 
toncluded with advifing that Sluys might be invefted, as an 
enterprize which would facilitate all their future operate 
ons, and be attended with lefs hazard. This, among other 
advantages, would^ he f^id, enable the Hates to remove 
the feat of war into Flanders, the richeft province belong- 
ing to the ^nemy, and from whence they drew their chief 
refources for continuing .the war. The propofal, how- 
ever 
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* ever judicious, was rejedied, bccaufe it prefented no itnme* 

diate relief to commerce ; the other was preferred with aU 
its dangers and difficulties. The tranfports were immedi- 
ately gat in readincfs, and the<« troops, to the pumber of 
12,000 ioot and 2000 horfe, conduced by prince Maurieej^ 
and accompanied with a large train of battering cannon, 
were embarked. On the 9th of fune the fleet arrived at 
Rammekins^ where, being detained by adverfe winds, the 
prince deflred leave to proceed by land through FlarMerSy 
which was immediately granted. In his march Maurice 
publifhed manifeflos, promifing the utmoft fecurity to all 
the peafants who would fupply the army with provinon, and 
threatening to lay all the villages in afhes if the inhabitants 
abfconded. In his way he feized upon the forts of Ouden^ 
hergy Sncicjkcrky and Budency which he gariifoned with his 
own fuldiers. Arriving at Oftendy he detached count Solmes 
to attack fort Alherty fituated at the diflance of half a league 
from the town. The garrifon confifted of 500 Spaniards^ 
who made fo brave a defence, that, having reduced this, 
Maurice determined not to lofe time in attacking all the 
other forts created to reflrain the Englijh garrifon 
Albert MAURICE was fcarce arrived at Newport y when he 
marches to received intelligence from the governor he had left in fort 
eittuck Oudenhergy that the archduke was in full march to attack 
prince him, with a numerous army, already flufhed with the re- 
Mautice. du6Iion of all the forts the prince had left behind. It was 
hardly credited in the confederate army that Albert could fo 
fuddenly begin his march, confzderiiig the feditious, mu- 
tinous difpofition of his troops ^ but when he had pafled 
BrugeSy when he had made himfelf matter of the forts of 
Oudenlirgy Snacjkerksy and Budeney Maurice was difeon- 
certed. Refolving to remove from Newporty where he 
found it impoflible to chufe a fituation to his liking, he de- 
tached Erneji of Na£auy with colonel Edmnd's Scotch regi- 
ment, a battalion of Zealandersy four troops of horfe, and 
four p^ces of cannon, to feize on the poft at Leffingerty 
through which the enemy muft pafs. On Ernejf^ arrival, 
he found the Spaniards in pofleflion of the pauage, upon 
Prince v^hich he determined to fland his ground until he ihould be 
Erred of hjpported by Maurice, At flrtt the enemy miftook him for 
Naflau’^tf- van of prince Maurices army ; but finding it was only 
feated. a detachment, they attacked the confederates with irrefiftible 
impetuofity ; broke the cavalry, which took Ihelter in Of- 
tend \ then fell upon the infantry, which would have baffled 
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ftll their attempts, had not the Ztaland^s quieted the^ fields 
and left the Scotch redment alone to fuftain the whole 
Weight of the enemy. So obftinate was EdmotuPs refiftance^ 
that his corps was almoft all cut in pieces, endeavouring to 
fecure a regular retreat to Oftend^ which prince Brneji ef^ 
fc6tcji. In this a£lion njne hundred men periflied, and thef 
confternacion among the^Dutch deputies at Oftend was equal 
to what might have been expected had Maurice and the 
whefle army Dcen defeated. Next day, the 2 d of the 
archduke held a council of war, to deliberate whether he 
ihould wait for the detachment of three thoufand men under 
Vclafco^ or immediately march, and attack the confederate 
army. Zapena^ an experienced officer, was of the former 
opinion BarlottCj the partizan, of the latter ; and both of- 
fered fpecious arguments in fiipport of their fentiments. 

Albert feemed inclined to follow the opinion of Zapena^ but 
an accident determined him in favour of Barlotte* Some of 
the out-guards bad fpied the Dutch fleet flirring from Of^ 
tendy whence it was concluded that Maurice had no inten- 
tion of re-imbarking his army \ it was therefore thought ad- 
vifeable to attack him, while the pannic of Erneji's defeat 
was frefli in the minds of the foldiers. iVgreeable to thia 
refolution, orders were immediately ilTued for the army to 
inarch with all poffible expedition ; the troops that had mu- 
tinied, defiring to lead the van, ift order to diftinguiih their 
courage and fidelity. Maurice was beginning his march to 
OJiendy when the advanced guards of the enemy were 
deferied. Immediately he drew up in order of battle, or- 
dering the rear-guard to halt, until the tranfports with the 
baggage and artillery were all failed for OJlend\ in oider to 
fhew the troops that they muft either conquer or Jie, as 
there was no poffibilitv of efcaping. All the eminences* 
were planted with artillery, the charge of which was given 
to the failors, who ferved with great courage and alacrity .r 
Scarce was the army ranged, when certain foldiers, who 
had efcaped from the late defeat, brought the flrft irftelli- 
gence of ErneJT^ misfortune. Prince Maurice was greatly 
&iagrined, but diflembled his fentiments, and forbade the 
foldiers, on pain of death, to fuffer a fyllable to tranfpire \ 
lent them, for the greater fecurity, on board Tome boats 
wbifh were fetcing off for Oftend. It is faid, that he imme- 
diately ordered one ofjthem to be put to death for having 
communicated the fecret. Never was aflembled a greater 
number of voluntcers'of diflin£i;ion, than at this time ferved 
mdet^ Mauricff to learn the art of war from a general 
fo renowned. They confifted. of Emlijh, French, and Ger-' 

Moo. Hist. Vol. XXXI. M man 
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man nobility, who formed a kind of body-guard to the 
prince, and determined to ihare his fortune. Lewis of 
Najfau^ui himielf at the head of the van-guard, drawn up 
in fuch a manner that the feca»nd and third lines might re- 
lieve tlfe firll, without confufion ; a manoeuvre never ef- 
feftually praftil'ed, except at the battle of Newport. The 
EngliJ})^ commanded by Sir Franci^Vere^ compofed the chief 
part of the* van ; the rear was led by count Solmes^ and con- 
iifted of the provincial troops, the Swifs, and French auxili- 
aries. As to the rear-guard, it was formed of German 
foldiers, under the condu<St of Oliver de %empely a general 
officer of reputation. 

Bank of In this order Maurice firmly expefled the enemy, whofe 

Newport, difpofition was nearly fimilar, each having a body of cavalry 
in iront, who began the charge, after the artillery had been 
brifkly ferved for near three hours 5 during which time each 
expedted the other would advance to the attack. But the 
prince was determined not to fatigue his troops with march- 
ing over fultry land, and the archduke was advifed by Z/?- 
pena to defer the engagement to the next day, when the 
army would be refreflied, and other circumftances poffibly 
more favourable than at prelent. He obferved that the fun 
was now diredlly in the eyes of the Spaniards^ that a ftrong 
wefterly wind blew clouds of fand, and would drive the 
whole fmoke of the artilfery »»and mulketry in the facej of 
the foldiers, which would prevent their diftinguilhing the 
enemy, and greatly difturb their operations j that the event 
of an attack upon the confederates, rendered defperate by 
their fituation, was extremely doubtful ; that vidtory would 
niore certainly refult from deferring battle, and cooping 
them lip in a poft where they muft foon perifh or furrender, 
having no retreat, and being dellitute of provifion and 
water* But the foldiers, flufhed with the advantage gain- 
ed over Erneft the preceding day, loudly demanded battle, 
and complained of being deprived of their plunder, which 
they^belieiTed certain. They repeated a faying, ufual in the 
wars againft the Morifeos : the more Moorsy the more glorious 
the victory. ‘ 

Prince Maurice^ cannon was fo well ferved, and the 
Ihips kept up fo continual a fire on the enemy, during high , 
water, as forced them to remove to a greater difiance £roin 
the ihore, upon which the fleet kept on its courfe to 
Oftend. Both vans engaged with the utmoft intrepidity, and 
fuftained the fight with ailoniihing obdinacy. Albert diredl- 
cd bis chief ftrength againft the EngUJhy who^ baffled ^11 his 
efforts, until Sir Francis Fere a wound, which ob- 

liged 
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liged him, for a while, to quit the field. They were now • 
fupported by a body of Fren:h auxiliaries, and the battle be- 
came more general, the confederates right wing being deeply 
engaged with the left of tlte Spaniards. Here prodigious ha- 
vock was made among the enemy^ who repeatedly returned 
to the charge, after tl^y were broken and repulfed by the 
inceflant fire kept up from the artillery and mufketry. Upon 
the left the confederates frequently gave way; but they were 
coifftantly rallied, brought back, and fupported with frefh 
troops kept in referve. At laft both wings of the enemy 
were united, and the center, compofed of the beft Italian 
and Spanijh infantry, alone flood firm, repelling all the ef- 
forts of Maurice.^ who vigoroufly attacked with the cavalry 
mixed with infantry. After the engagement had continued 
for three hours, and both fides.feemed rather exhaufted, and 
fpent with fatigue, than fatiated with blood, four pieces of 
cannon were fo happily pointed againft this impregnable 
body of Spaniards^ as put the whole in confufion, and ob- 
liged vi£lory at length to declare in favour of the confede- 
rates. The fire of the artillery was feconded with a general 
attack of the cavalry, led on by Maurke in perfon, and 
puflied with irrefiftible impeluofity. As foon as the enemy 
were perceived to flagger, the Dutch horfe cried oni^ViSiory : 

•the word inflantaneoufly fpread^ through the whole army, 
th^ center of the infantry advanced, and fell on with fury ; 
the archduke received a flight wound, and his troops were 
wholly difordered, difperfed, and routed. Five thoufand 
men, befides ofliceTS, were flain, and taken prifoners ; 
among the latter were Mendoza a d Zapena: and thus ended 
a battle brought on by the imprudence of the flates, ^on by 
the courage and (kill of Maurice^ together with the blunders 
committed by Albert ^ with the lofs of fifteen hundred mert 
killed, and an equal number wounded, on the fide of the 
confederates (A). Never had the United Provijfces expe- 

M 2 ^ rjpnced 

* (A) Various are the accounts niards to the obflinate courage 

of the battle of Newport. In of the EngUJh ; and all the 
circumftances no two hiilorians Dutch writers acknowlege their 
agree. Grotius relates that the bravery, but deny the confe- 
loff of the Spaniards did not quences drawn by the Englijh 
exceed 3000 men ; B^ti<vo^tio writer. Reidanus is feverein his 
diminishes the number one third, animadverfions upon both par- 
bat allows that the victory was ties. The Dutch are blamed for 
complete. William Temple having reduced themfelvcs to 
aferibea the defeat of the* Spa-, the neceSty of fighting or pe- 

rifhingi 
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f rienced an event more important, their very exiftence de« 
pending on the fate of Maurice and his army. Nothing 
could exceed the anxiety of the Dutch deputies (hut up in 
OJlend during the battle, except their joy on receiving the 
news of ^he vi£fcory, and the congratulations of the conv> 
queror, who ai'cribed all his good fortune to the goodnefa 
of divine providence, and the courage of his troops, claim- 
ing to himfelf no part of the merit. 

frinct When the purfuit of the flying enemy was over, Mattrice 

Maurice alighted from his horfc, and at the head of the troops 
gaim a kneeled on the ground with great devotion, returning thanks , 

complete to God in a loud and fervent prayer, for the fignal victory 

with which the Almighty was pleafed to blefs the confede- 
rate arms. His example was followed by the army, and 
next day was appointed for public thaukfgivings at OJlend,^ 
where he fufFered the troops to refrelh themfelves, while he 
was deliberating with the deputies and his officers the future 
plan of operations. Here violent contefts among the fol- 
diers arofe about the prifoners, whom fome were for putting 
to death, in revenge of the cruelties cxercifed on their com- 
rades, after the defeat of Ernejl \ and others for faving, in 
order to procure their ranfom. However, Maurice % author 
rity quelled the tumult, and his generofity difFufed a fpirit of 
humanity through the whole army. Every man was touch- 
ed with the tendernefs of his behaviour to Mendoza and Z^- 
ptna^ who, to the mortification of being prifoners, had the 
additional affliflion of being mortally wounded. Notwith- 
ftanding the utmoft care, Zapena died in a few days, filled 
with fentiments of the deepeft gratitude and veneration for 
the charadcr of Maurice^ whofe condu«Sl more refembled 
that of a father, than of the conqueror of an inveterate 
^nemy 

As for Albert^ he fet out the day after the battle to Ghent ^ 
to confult^with the archduchefs upon further meafuresj and 
was received with fuch afFciStion and intrepidity of condudi; 
by that princefs, as infpired new hopes and frefb courage. 
She had heard before his arrival a variety of reports, which, 

» Grot. lib. ix. p. 398. 

rifhing ; and the Spaniards for ly receive^ fupplies by the fktp- 
not avoiding battle, when, with- ping, which did not quit the 
out flriking a blow* they might coaft until the engagement be- 
have reduced the enemy. We gan. Meteren, lib. 23. Benti^ 
are however of a diflerentopi- •vog. p. 148. Grot, /.t'399. 
nion, 48 MevriVr might certain- Temp.p.'^t^. RiidJib.ij. 

in 
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in the ufual manner, exaggerated the lofs, and even aflerted 
that Albert^ was killed ; but (he maintained her conftancy, 
and behaved in fuch a manner, as fecured the efteem and 
admiration of her fubjeds.* Thence the archduke returned 
to Bruges^ where he colledted together the fcatterefi remains 
of his army, which he joined to Velafco\ corps, with fuch 
expedition, that he reinforced the garrifon of Newport^ and 
of ^he forts he had taken round Ojlend^ before the confede- 
rates had left that city. Maurice incurred cenfure for hav- 
ing fpent three days in this place \ for not having purfued 
the enemy further ; and for delaying a moment to lay (iege 
to Newport ; but he vindicated himfelf, by alledging the fa- 
tigue his troops had undergone, and their reludtance to en- 
ter upon any new enterprise, before they had recovered their 
exhaufted itrength and fpirits^ On the i6th of July^ he 
completely invefted Newport^ the garrifon of which, amount- 
ing to three thoufand men, made vigorous fallies, and fo 
obftinate a refiftance, that the prince was forced to abandon 
the defign, and embark his army for Ojiend. From henc;e 
he made divers irruptions into the cnemv’s territories, but 
they were rendered fruitlefs by the powernil army aflembled 
by Albert ; and as the ftates were not in humour to enter 
upon frefh undertakings, he diftributed the forces in winter- 
quarters. By this means Flanders efcaped the impending 
ftorm, at a time when all nnlbn iftiagined the conqueft of this 
province would be the necelTary confequence of the victory 
at Newport 

When the operations in the field ceafed, overtures of Negotia^ 
peace were renewed. Deputies were fent by the archduke tions for a 
to confer with the ftates general, at Bergen-op-zoom, Htxt p^^sce broke 
they were met by deputies from the ftates, and bf>th Tides 
readily agreed that an accommodation was neceftary, and 
eflential to the good of the Netherlands ; but they differed as 
widely as ever about the conditions. It was acknowledged 
by the deputies of the United Provinces^ that ndlhing could 
be more agreeable to their wilhes than to fee aif end put to a 
ruinous and deftrudive war ; but this was not to be expell- 
ed while foreign troops redded in the country, and poffelled 
all the; fortrelTes, They folicited the afliftance of the Spanijh 
provinces in expelling foreigners, and reftoring the privi- 
leges of the Netherlands ; alluring them that the difference 
of religion would qpcalion none in the affe£tion they owed 
to each other as QDuntrymen» provided the liberty of the 

• MsTaasK, lip. xxii, 
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whole could be Toured. They further urged^ that fo de* 
pendent was the archduke on the court of Spain^ and feveral 
of the provinces on the archduke, that no treaty with either 
could be binding or fafe, while they were reined in by cita- ' 
dels, and 'under the lafh of a powerful army. To this the 
other deputies replied, that they were^fent to conclude peace 
with their countrymen, and not to enter upon revilings 
againft their fovereigrt ; that it could not be expedled the 
archduke would leave himfelf defencelefs, while the XJmU4 
Piwoinces remained completely armed, and ready to feize the 
advantage which his credulity might offer. They concluded 
with folcmn affuranccs that the prince would ratify whatever 
conditions were fettled among the deputies. Neither fide 
would confeiit to be difarmed, and thus the conferences 
ended ; upon which the Spanijh provinces applied their 
whole attention to the means of fupporting the war for an-r 
other campaign. While they were deliberating upon thefe 
meafures, letters arrive^ from Philip III. which equally dif- 
gufied the ftates of the Spanijh provinces, and the archduke. 
They were addrelfed in the ftile of Phibp II. before the dif- 
memberment of the Netherlands from the Spanijl) monarchy, 
and the phrafe, To our ejlates of the provinces^ retained?. 
The ambaflador, however, removed the blame on the fecre- 
tary, who had inadvertently copied the phrafe from former 
difpatches, and thus the minds'^of the people and prince 
were quieted. 

The firft operations concerted by the ftates of the Spanijh 
provinces were againft the trade of the enemy. A fleet was 
equipped at Dunkirk^ under admiral JVakena^ to deftroy the 
herring-f}(heries of Holland and Zealand \ upon the fuccefs 
of whicn depended, in a great meafure, the ftrengtb and 
opulence of thofe provinces. The fifiiing-4»ufles were pro- 
teded by three men of war ; but Wdkena attacked the con- 
voy with fuch defperate fury, that after finking one of the 
men of war, and obliging the others to flieer off, he fell 
won the bulfes, which he funk, burned, and deftroyed. 
The Dutch immediately fent a fquadron in quell of the Fie- 
pdjh admiral ; but he found means to elude the enemy, and 
bring his fleet fafe into Dantzick^ and the ports of Galicia. 
This lofs, however, was compenfated to the HoUandersy by 
the arrival of the richeft Ihips ever returned from the Indieshy 
upon which the proprietors fliared fdiv: hundred per cent. 
upon their capital, and were encouraged to launch oup 


t Id. ibid. Le Clbrc, p. 212. lib. vii. GROT..p. 401.*' 
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deeper in this profitable commerce. As to the fquadron 
fent by the flreights of Magellan^ it came backdifappointed, 
Ihattered, and fickly, after haying weathered terrible ftoims, 
and fuftained incredible hardUiIps ( B) , 

During the winter a variety of fchemes were fet^n foot, A. D. 
and enterprifes formed for feizing upon cities, towns, and i6ox% 
fortrefles. The moft important was a defign piojefted by 
one Francis de Province^ to deliver Gertruydenburg to the Spa^ 
ntarcls ; which being happily difeovered, the traitor was con** 
demned to be hanged, drawn, and quartered. About this 
time, Mendoza and other prifoners of difiind^ion obtained 
their liberty, on condition that all the fbldiers of the United 
Provinces^ confined in the prifons, or on board the Spanijh 
gallies, Ihould be releafed ; that they paid down the fum of 
23,000 livres, and gave fecurity for the payment of 75,000 
more, at a time appointed. Le Clerc^ however, alledges, 
that the prifoners on neither fide were difmifled before the 
following year, becaufe Philip negle£led to ratify the 
articl'is of exchange. 

As the fpring approached, the United Provinces pulhed 
more vigoroufly their preparations to oiFenfively the en« 
fuing campaign, without which it was obvious the vidlory 
at Newport muft prove fruitlefs. They received frefli re- 
•mitLances from France^ Henry taking this opportunity of 
clearing off the old debts, to enable the ftates to withftand 
the power of Spain ; and they confiderably increafed the re- 
venue, by new duties upon aU imported merchandife. Money 

^ Grot. lib. x. Meteren, lib. xxiii. 

(B) We muft not omit the revenged, Maurice i(nt one 
following incident, which me- Cheu an officer of a bold and 
rits a place among the tranfac- enterprifing genius, to feize up- 
tions of the year. The countefs Cracou^ a fortrefs of Meursf 
tiiNewtmr^ firft married to which he executed with fuccefs, 
count Hern^ who was beheaded after havrhg defea^d thuovet- 
by the duke of Alva ; and after- nor of Staten^ with a detach- 
wards to the count of Newenar^ ment of 400 horfe and 500 
bequeathed to prince Maurice^ foot. By this means the whole 
at her death, the counties of county of Meurs was preferved 
Meurs and Horn^ with their in the prince’s obedience, and 
dependences. Upon the former the ambition of the D. of Clevee 
the duke of Clew feiged, as a exCinguifhed, by one vigorous 
fief of his principalitjr.' To be blow judicioufly aimed (i). 

(x) ReichnJit, 17. LeCbrc, lib, 7, 
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J party df wss likewiie borrowed from the India traders, fo fuccefsful 
^ the enemy in the late voyage to the Molucca IJlands^ and a variety of 
dt/e^edt (chemes propofed, and adopted, for raifing the necelTary 
fupplics. Prince Maurice had g 4 ven orders for the army to 
^rg taken a(fembl^^ill the neighbourhood of Gravenfwaert^ and his ca- 
hlMAto marching thither, encountered a body of the 

enenties horfe, under count Jdolphus de Bergj whom they 
defeated with confiderable flaughter. This accidental ad-* 
vantage was deemed a happy omen ; the troops aflembled 
with alacrity, croffed the Rhine the 9th of June^ and ap- 
peared three days after before Rhimberg^ garrifoned by 1200 
men, under the conduft of Bernard £ Avila. The prince 
began his operations by attacking a fort fitiiated in a fmall 
ifland. in the to prevent his being expofed to the in- 
fults of the enemy. After forming this poft, he made it the 
bead of his trenches, at which the foldiers worked with 
great diligence 

Oltend A BERT was not in a condition to attempt railing 
peged hy the fiegc ; but he ordered count Herman de Berg^ governor 
the arch- of Spanijh Guelderland^ to endeavour throwing in fupplies ; 
duke. and he projefled making an elFedual diverfion, by laying 
fiege in perfon to Oftend. The prince was acquainted with 
his intentions, but continued to profecute his operations, in 
which he encountered a variety of dilScuIties from the vi- 
gorous Tallies of the garrilon. By the 14th of the month, 
in defpite of ail obftrudion, he pulhed his works to the 
rampart of the counterfearp, which he undermined, and 
blew up with great fuccefs. Juft as heeSefted a lodgment, 
he was deprived of eight companies of Englijh troops, de- 
tached, by order of the ftates, to join Sir Francis Vere^ fent 
with a'ftrong corps to annoy the archduke’s army before 
Oflend. This diminution of his ftrength did not difeou- 
Maurice -y he plied the garrifon with red-hot bullets, 
em£ted a breach by another fuccefsful mine, and was pre- 
paring to g>ve the aflault, when the garrifon capitulated up- 
on hoifourabi'e conditions. The redudlion of Rhimberg was 
of the utmoft confequence, becaufe it covered the province 
of OveryJfeU and now prevented the enemy from levying 
contributions towards that quarter. In this manner it was, 
that a town, fequeftered in the hands of the elefbr of Of 
Jegn^ and committed by him to the whom he fu- 

youred, fell at laft into the bands of thq ftates general. 
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At Ojhnd^ Albert' made the moft vigorous efforts. The , 
affe£lions of his fubjei^s had enabled him to raife fiich an 
army as it was impoffible for Maurice to attack with any 
probability of fuccefs. Yet after months were fpent in 
the fiege little progrefs was made. Sir Francis t^ere threw 
faimfelf into the town^ and the garrifon behaved with fuch 
intrepidity as aftonifhed, but did not difeourage, the arch- 
di|ke. An infinity of batteries were railed, and aflaults 
made without number. Rivers of blood were fpilt, but neither 
fide was difpirited, becaufe they received conftant fupplies 
of men and provifion ; the army from the country around, 
and the garrifon by the Tea, which was conftantly kept 
open. The obftinacy of Albert^ in profecuting this fiege, 
afforded the United Provinces all the adyantages they could 
defire. Maurice was left mafier of the field, while the 
treafures and forces of Spain^ and the Flemijh provinces, 
were exhaufted before a place deemed impregnable, becaufe 
it could always be relieved. He accordingly invefted Bol^ 
due with an army of 7000 foot and 3000 horle. The place 
was garri foiled only by ten companies of infantry and an 
equal number of cavalry ; but fuch was the fpirit of the 
burghers, animated by the clergy, that they refolved to fuffer 
all extremities rather than fubmit to heretics. The trenches 
were opened on the ift of N^embery and the fiege vigo- 
SDufly pufhed until a ftrong reinforcement entered the town 
on the 27th i the prince’s army being pnfufficient to defend 
lines of fo great extent. This, together with a report that 
the archduke was marching with powerful forces to the re- 
lief of the garrifon, and the feverity of the feafon, obliged 
Maurice to relinquiih the enterprife, and fend bis troops ip- 
to winter-quarters.. 

' All this time the fiege of OJlend went on without inter- 
miflion. Neither the inclemency of the feafon, the mur- 
murs of the troops, or the intrepid gallantry of ^''.e garrifon, 
could oblige the afehduke to renounce an upon 

which he had fet his affe£tions. Both the army' without, 
and the garrifon within, fiiffered extremely by fickhefs and 
fatigue. The Englijhy in particular, who were conftantly 
in adion, and unfeafoned to the climate, were greatly di- 
.miniflied ; infomucb that the befieged, who at firft amount- 
ti to 7000 men, were, in the fpace of three months, reduced 
to 3000. At the fame time the outworks were greatly da- 
maged by the enem^, and unufual inundations of the fea, 
to fepair^and defend which required an exceeding exertion, 
of vigour and diligence. Dykes, furrounded by/laicineS| 
were ereded to oppofe the fury ^ of the waves, and had 

fcarci 
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‘ Icarce been fini/bed, when the archduke ordered them to be 
attacked and fdt on fire, with fo much fucccfs, that they 
burned for tiiree days, to the great terror of the garrifon.* 
The moft^vigorous lallics were ma'lie, and the utmoft efforts 
ufed, to cxtinguiih^ the flames, without fuccefs. At laft, 
when the befieged were quite fpent y^th fatigue, ^\x Francis 
Vere received intelligence from a prifoner, that the archduke 
had appointed the next day for a general afl'ault with all his 
forces'. Alarmed at this intimation, the truth of which He 
could not doubt, beraufe the foldier was fo particular as to 
give a plan of the difpofition of the attack ; he determined 
to elude the danger, by fetting on foot a capitulation, which 
might protra£l the time until his garrifon was refrelthed, 
and the place reinforced. His ftratagem fucceeded ; he re- 
ceived a fuccour of four companies of foot, and accomplilh- 
cd all' his other purpofes, before his defign was fufpedted. 
His condudt was blamed, as difingenuous and unworthy of 
a foldier; it certainly, however, protraSed the fate of OJiend^ 
which he afterwards defended with fuch aftonifliing fpirit 
and refolution. 

Irritated at having been the dupe of the Engltjh go-* 
vernor, Albert rcfolved upon revenge ; and appointed the 
17th oi January for ftorming a wide breach which his bat- 
teries effefted. The attack ,was made with the utmoft vi- 
gour, under Mexia^ an experienced Spanijh officer. It was. 
fupported for three hours with unremitting courage, and at 
Jaft repelled by the invincible intrepidity of the befieged, af- 
ter the Spaniards had loll: 1000 men. After this unprofpe- 
TOUS aflault, the archduke was advifed to raife the liege, 
which thff leverity of the feafon rendered intolerable to the 
troops ; but he now thought his own reputation and the 
honour of the Spanijh arms too deeply interefted to liften to 
any propofitions. He ordered barracks to be ereded for the 
accommodation of the foldiers, committed the diredion of 
the fiegr to dQn Juan de Rivas^ and fet out for Ghent, to con- 
cert the means of pulhing his operations with ftill more 
goUr. The ftates general embraced this occafion to ex-* 
change the garrifon of 0 /iend, which was worn out and 
emaciated with perpetual fatigue and watching. As the 
enemy had confiderably relaxed in their diligence, and the 
comihunication with the fea was preferred open, the febenae 
was executed without difficulty. A frefti garrifon, fupplied 
with every necclTary, accordingly took 'aharge of the towny 
tknder the condu£t of colonel Dorp, coldnel Edmonds a 
Se((t(hmny and Hertain^ a Frenchman. Sir Francis Fere^ 
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with the former garrifon, joined the army under prince 

Maurice^ 

O STE N D was certainly not worth a moiety of the 
treafures expended in that fltge and defence. The^arrifon 
coft the Hates npar 200, oco Jivres per month ; how much 
more muft the archduke J;iave laviihed away in ufelefs works^ 
ammunition, provilion, barracks, and the other expences 
of a numerous army ? The Spaniards had an idea, that, by 
gaining poiTcflion of OJlcnd^ they could (hut up all the ports 
in Zealand^ and wholly deftroy the commerce of the pro-* 
Irince : that indeed would have been a confid&rable obje£f ; 
but experience proved that the trade of Zealand was inde- 
pendent of Ojlend, It was the court of Spain^ and not the 
Provinces^ that pufhed this fiege ; the latter perceived 
that they lay expofed to the infults of the enemy, while the 
whole force of the ^Netherlands was employed upon a iingle 
oBjeft; they therefore pofitively refufed the fum demanded 
by the archduke, and inftfted on his fupplying the mutinied 
troops out of the money arrived from Spain^ which he now 
deftined for profecuting the fiege of OJiend, But the army 
was augmented early in the fummer by 8000 Italians., under 
the marquis Spinola, to whom, in the end, the profecution 
of the liege was committed. The United Provinces formed 
*a Ychemc for preventing the jupftion of Spinola and tho 
Spunijh army, but it vani(he 3 in fmoke. It was therefore 
propofed that Maurice with his army (hould make the tour of 
Brabant j enter Flanders on that fide, and march to the relief 
of OJiend, Maurice reprefented the difficulty of marching a 
large army through ^n enemy's country, filled with forts 
and garrifons, and narrowly watched by an array ; d>ut his 
opinion was over-ruled. He was ordered to begin his march^ 
and he accordingly palled the Meufe with all his forces, at- 
tended with 2000 waggons laden with provifions. On his 
entering the territory of Liege^ he obliged the infipbitants to 
furnilh the army with every kind of fubfiftence,»unde]; pain 
of military execution. In Brabant he publilhed an edi£f, 
,fent him by the Hates general, inviting the provinces fubjedi 
to the archduke, to join with him in reHoring the privileges 
of the Netherlands, and throwing off the oppreffiv^oke of 
the Spaniards ; but this publication producing no effedi, the 
arrfly advanced to Tillemont, where Mendoza waS poHed 
with a body of r4,oo^orre and foot. He had taken poflef- 
fion of a pafs throu^ which the prince muH necellarily 
marc^, and muH be forced before the army could proceed. 
Maurice attaeked his advanced guard, drew up before him 
|n order of battle, but could mot oring the Spaniard^ grown 

3 more 
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more cautious by his imprifonment, to an engagement* 
Upon this a council of war was called ; and here it was 
unanimouily determined, that purfuing the rout marked out 
Maurice by the ij^ates would be impra£ficable, and that inveiling 
reduees Grave was a meafure more fafe and important. This cnter- 
Grave. prife was accordingly undertaken ^ with great fpirit and 
alacrity. Nature and art had contrived to render this one 
of the ftronsell bulwarks in the Netherlands \ it was garri-* 
foncd by a body of veterans, under Gonzales^ a Spanijh offi- 
cer of merit, and fupplicd with all the requifites of a vigo- 
rous defence. Maurice began his operations with attacking 
a half-moon, on the fide of the river, of which he gained 
polleffion in a few days. He opened trenches on the oppo- 
fite fide, pulhed his attacks by Tap, merely to fave the de- 
flru^ion of his men, and was oppofed by the moll vigorous 
fallies, in one of which Sir Francis Vere^ who commanded 
on the right, was wounded. Mendoza approached within 
half a league of the prince’s quarter, with intention to force 
fuccours into the town, or raife the liege by a battle ; but 
he found the intrenchments fojudicioully formed, that he^le- 
fpaired of fucceeding in the latter, and applied his whole at- 
tention to the former. His attempts were baffled, he was 
reduced to extremities in his camp, and forced to retire to 
Venh^ leaving the garrifon of Grave to make the bell defence 
in their power. In conlequehce, after fullaining a fiege 
of ten weeks, Gonzales furrendcred upon honourable con- 
ditions 

Revolt of rcdu6lion of Grave, that the Italian 

thiimoLTi auxiliaries mutinied, and formed one of the moll dangerous 
troops, confpirjcies, which had yet appeared in the Spanijh army. 

At firft they endeavoured feizing upon Dieji \ but being dif- 
jcppointed, they marched to Gravendork, and thence to 
Hoogjlrade, fo near Breda, that they could cafily be proteS- 
cd, fhoulc^the archduke offer to reduce them by violent 
meafures. ^feer receiving alTurances of prince Maurice*s 
favour, they began with levying contributions in Brabant, 
At the fame time the garrifons of Antwerp and Weert raifed 
great clamours for their pay, and at lalt openly mutinied* 
The latter were appeafed by the advancement of part of 
their arrears ; but it was not eafy to fatisfy the large de- 
mands made by the former, of arrears upwards of twelve 
,months Handing* Money indeed wa.s^o fcarce, that Men^^ 
quitted the commana, and fet oukfor Spain, where he 
liyas very coldly received. In this fituation the archduk^ re- 
ft 
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folved to try the effefts of feverity ; he had often, to no pur- ^ 
pofe, ufed gentle methods. A manifefto was publiihed, de- 
claring the mutineers at Hoogjirade proferibed, their effefts 
confifeated, and themfelves gjiilty of high treafon, for 
which a reward of lOO crowns was offered for the ifbad of a 
fubaltern officer ^ 200 for that of a field officer ; and ten for 
the head of each privatc^foldier. Immediately the mutineers 
publilhed a well^drawn apology, in which was refuted every 
afTdttion of the archduke, and that duke was taxed with 
profuiion and luxury at his court, while the army was pe-^ 
tifhing with cold and hunger. Not fatisfied with mere 
words, they made a furious irruption into Li/g^ and Brabant^ 
levying heavy contributions, and punifhing with military 
execution whoever refufed to comply with their demands. 

Such was the terror they infpired, that the pope’s nuntio in- 
terceded, promifed to procure their pardon if they would 
fubmit, and likewife offered them a confiderable fiim of 
monej. The ftates of the Ten Provinces aflembled to deli- 
berate the means of advancing their whole pay ; but this the 
archduke, refolved to try the effedls of rigour, oppofed. 

TlTe incurfions of the mutineers in Brabant were fupported 
by others made by the confederate foldiers, no lefs ruinous 
of the country. It is remarkable that the laws of war were 
ftriaiy obferved by the mutineers, who formed themfelves 
into a kind of military eftablillftnent, under certain laws, 
which they rigidly obferved. Certain officers of their ca- 
valry having been won over by the archduke’s promifes, 
were feized, put to the torture, and hanged by the heels. 

They had not only their officers, their council, and their 
general ; but a fecrjctary, a feal, arms, and motto. M- 
bert had given Frederic de Berg orders to march wTth 7000 
men againft the mutineers, who had now affumed the name 
of The Squadron. Maurice them notice of the approach 
of the enemy, and defired, if they fhould want his proteSi- 
on, to advance nearer his camp ; but Frederic Jt Berg made 
fo much hade that he furrounded them in Hfogftnme^ and 
would have obliged them to furrender at diferetion, had not 
Maurice feafonably arrived to their relief, and obliged Berg 
to retire 

Such was the fituation of affairs at the clofe of the Contlnua- 
yp ar, during which the fiege of OJiend was carried on with thn of the 
the fame vigour as the preceding year, and with as little fiege of 
fuccefs, though it^fl&w became apparent that the garrifon Oftend. 
muft at length furrender, for want of room, which daily di- 
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ininiflied by inches. The works were confider-ably da-* 
maged, many of them were taken by the enemy, but con- 
ftantly fupplied by others eredled in their ftead. By this 
means the garrifon continually joft ground, and they were 
at laft cpoped up in a very narrow fpace } though they fiill 
maintained their fpirits, as they received every kind of fup- 
plies and refrefliments from the ha!t)our. 

Progrefs To conclude the tranfadbons of the year, the returns 
tf com- from the Eaji Indies were no lefs confiderable than the sTor- 

merce. mer year, ihree (hips, loaded with fpices, arrived, and 
brought with them ambaffadors to prince Maurice^ from 
the king of Achem^ who had no idea of a republic. Thefe 
fuccelles, aird the growing commerce of England and France 
to the fame quarter, infpired the firft idea of’* a company, 
which has fiiice proved the ftreiigth and bulwark of the 
United Provinces^ and the mbft opulent mercantile body in 
the univerfe. For the farther particulars of this flour idling 
company, the reader may confult the explicit account al- 
ready given in the tenth volume of this work. We (hall 
only obferve, that the return of the Indian ambaflador in- 
fpired the Eajiern nations with fentiments of great refpefl: 
for the Duichy whom they now regarded as equal in power 
to the Spaniards and Portuguefe. The ifland ot TernatCy one 
of the moluccasy declared in their favour, and was fupported 
by the Hollanders in a wrr againft an inveterate enemy, 
the king of Tidore. In a word, the funi paid by the com- 
pany for their charter, the vaft: exportation of home manu- 
faflures, the prodigious wealth drawn into the provinces by 
the fale of India commodities, the adonifliing increafe of 
the niaritie, and the immenfe revenues arifing from even 
flight duties upon fo immenfe a trade, raifed the United Pro- 
vinces to a degree of opulence and grandeur, amidfl all the 
horrors of a civil war, which will hardly be credited by 
pofterity. Hence they were enabled to profecutc their mi- 
litary opera,*^ions, without detriment to commerce ; and to 
foil th^ attempts of Philip and Albert to deftroy their liber- 
ties, while they were duping every other nation in trade, 
and engrofling to themfelves the commerce of AJiay of the 
Levanty the Balticy and a great part of that of America 
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Containing the death of quien Elizateth, and the 
tranfailions which followed, to the conclkflbn of. the 
truce with Spain %and the archduke Albert, in the 
year 1609. 

• 

T his year was u(hered in by the death of queen. £&*- A. D«* 
xabethy the llrenuous prote< 9 :refs of Holland 1603. 
the ufurpation of Spain. In this, it muft be confefled,'{he Death tif 
•was wholly actuated by felf*intereft ^ but ftill the aififtance Elizabeth 
of men and money afforded to the provinces, laid the foun- queen of 
dation of their independency, and often met with unmerit- England, 
ed returns. Some writers fuppofe, and not improbably, 
that this event was no way difagreeable to the ftates general. 

The fpirit of Elizabeth was too violent, and the fuperiority 
(he afl'umed fo difgufting, that neceffity alone forced them 
to comply with her humour. Tlie Hollanders had now 
thrown off that humility which charafterifed them, when 
the protedion of the Englijh queen was firft implored; 
w^ealth, power, and thcfucccfs of their arms, infpired a haugh- 
tinefs which could not fuit with the fpirit of Elizabeth. From 
the charafter of James I. |hey#hoped tO find in him an ally 
equally powerful,' but Icfs troublefome and imperious. To crj » .. 
fecure the intereft of this prince, a folemn embaffy was knl 
to congratulate him on his acceffion to the throne of yaffadors 
gland. The ambaffadors, after demonftrating. the neceffity 
they were under of continuing the war againft Spain and the 
archduke ,befought his majefiy to continue the Englift) auxi- 
liaries in the pay of the ftates, and fuffer them to be recruit- 
ed ; that he would enter into a league with other powers 
of Europe^ to oppofe the afpiring views of Spain after uni- 
verfal monarchy; adding, that her late majefty having defired 
they would equip a fquadron of large men of war tc^join an 
armament fhe intended againft Spain., they had accordingly 
got ready nine Ihips and two frigates, which were lying in 
the Dmns for his majefty’s orders. To this James anfwercd 
in general terms, expreffing his intention to live upon terms 
52 f friendfhip with the ftates general, but his irrefolution as 
to the meafures which ftiould be formed for the good of his 
kingdoms ; he waS^ut juft come to the crown, and^hey 
muft e^cufe him ifne declined involving himfelf in a war fo 
cafly. By this the ambaffadors eafily perceived that they 
* " were 



were difa{>poimed Idr cKeit Views* and their fituattoto nothing 
improved hf the chfPg^ of princes in Mi^hmi\ . ' 

The court was ebteriitg upon the moft vigorous 

reiblutions to f^pi^tbe arthdnipe» as they, now entertained 
cemin e^u^tic^s chat he. y/fpuid have no ifiiie by Ifabdlay 
and of dohie^deikfe Ae Nitherlands muft again revert to the 
crown of while mutual prOparatiohs were making* 

the governor of Bchbu^ by a ftratagem* c^rofF five troops 
cf confederate cavalry* moft of whom 'he made prifoners. 
Upon this Maurice detetm'incfd to lay ftege to the place; and 
though could not expe£l JO reduce it without artillery* 
with which the depth of the rowls bad prevented his furnifh** 
ing himfclf* yet to check the tnfolence of the garrifon, and 
ftop their incurfions into the territories of the ftates* was an 
6 bjc 6 i of confiderable importance. Thither Albert marched 
with all .expedition \ but on his arrival found chat Maurice 
had not ferioufly . determined on the iiege* becaufe he had 
neglefled to occupy all the pofts necellary for that purpofe. 
To proAt by the fituation of the confederate army* the arch* 
duke detached, in the middle of the night* the marquis de 
Betlay With a feledt body of troops* to feize and fortify a poft 
which would greatly ftraiten the enemies quarters. Mau* 
Manrce' intelligence of the motion* and prepared to fruftratc 

de/eatf a defign. He fet out at the head of 3000 Englijh^ Scotch^ 
^ and French^ with whom he< came upon tlie marquis, as he 
^ was preparing to intrench himfelF* and attacked with fuch 
irrefiftible impetuofity, as firft put the enemy in confufion* 
and Toon obtained a complete victory* and pollellion of the 
important poft difputed. It was this activity and penetra- 
tion which rendered the prince on every occaiion fuperior to 
his enemies* who poiTeiTed all his prudence and experience 
without that intuitive talent fo eflential to the general. 
After this, the prince abandoned all the forts and works he 
had ereded, and remained for two days encamped in the 
open country, at a fhort diftance ‘from the enemy, to pro* 
voke th^m to<an engagement. But Albef t had now fo little 
inclination to .try the fortune of a battle* that he retifed* 
and, under pretence of the feverity of the cold, put bis troops 
in winter-quarters Such were the operations of the cann 
paign* after the moft vigorous refolucions were taken on IkxA 
Tides* of pulhing their operations with uncommon diligehce 
andperfeverance. 
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■j»r^ j c<hnmiiih^(r(|^ft Ap jni^fof^eiy- ex- Oitwid# 
pedient t6 hpprhce himfcir ybitby Bf^Ac t^^-mt 
-repc^edly baffled by thj dil^eitee.bf JPUmdirr the g(^' 
wrnor. At laft he fueceeded iii’' teduciiie A7b^bat>Yurc^^ 

^hihh be joihed to the'quarte4r-c6thimjh'^’^4^l^A«r'|r, 
by Ibeens of a great ptatfohn,<hndiihted with Hed^ cannon'^ 
and fartoirnded with gablpha full of earth. = The jgarrifbii 
e;eAed a battery, to fruftratb' the eSeOa of 'thul]^tfonh, 
and threw bombs (b fucceTsfuliy, as diifttoyed thei^hole at- 
tempt, and coft the enemy infihite labour* and ejtpence* 

They feconded the fire of tlteithattbryby ayigotdos &lly, hi 
which yoo Spaniards wete kilted, ahd anequal.numter made 
prifoners. Difappoitited in. ^is defign, Rivas applfed his 
mind to cutting oiF the Communication between the.garri- 
fort and the fea. Penney TorgaUy the beft engineer, m the 
fervice, contrived a kind of floating battery, which would 
phevent the entrance of (hips, provided it could be fecured 
from flit. 'fury of the waves. By dykes and other defences. 

To raife thefe, above half the army vVas aflidiioufly epiploy- 
^ed foir feveral da^s, arid when the-iif^rk was admtKt petfe^ed^ 

RSvas had. the iriortification tp the whole deflroybd by a 
ftnrm of wind, whibh drove the' fea with gteat violence 
againft the dyke, and an incel&nt'ihoWer of bullets poured 
out from the heaVy artillery of the garrifon. Upofi the 
wholje, thriugh no officer ever laboured with more ditlgerice 
than Rivasy he Alade little progrefs, whjch ib chagrined the 
archduke, that he refolved to) commit the condud^ of the 
whole' to the inaT<j[uis SpHula. Before the marquis would 
aicc^c the. hbnoiiri intended, hb defired leave to examine the 
Bate of the fiege, for whiph purpofe he .fent experienced 
officers to view' the works. Soihe of thefe dilj^aded him 
from hakarding his reputation in an -undertajpiog which, 
mrift iieceflarily prove tmfuccefsfttl, froth the imppflibinty of 
.cutting the Cooimunicatioii of Jthe garrifbn.wtf^the fed. 

Other;, wbre of a contrary opinidri; they believei^;'^P'f:bwu ■ 
ihuft '^itifaUibljt. furibnder-in time, '^d that j^ffinti^anpef- 
woilid fiiVinorint eVdry diflibtity.. ■ ThpJ We 
m etnbrsiee this. iaff 

oefe|:'teT'knew4'iwpul^ane his- rbputation totHje' &igbe^ 
ptn9apIe'Qf;;ifiiW^ ; ,andMft«<l3:’'fie faif, ‘fiefljAed ic 
WOll^'W iWri’iwdto the i«*»lidAl^ty’^ fueceedifi^^ ' ‘ . 

■ In the n;ioath of OSltfur |ie tpok change of the army, and 
foon' diftiif guidfed his Capabityi *' Bi^re ' the fo'ririg of the r L%,.. 
t MiOD. Hisx. VoL. XXXI. . N fucceeding ^ 
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1604. Aates general plainly OJUnd w\y hk 

7h pats hy^ by hazarding a 4)attler or at kaft makings fach a di^ 
verfion* a3 would * prohybljr oblige the archduke.to wtth^ 
draw b9 :army. The latter propofs^l was thought the 
Sluycc, leaft baz^r4ous ; and upon this the ftates refolved, fix^ 
ing for that putpofe upon the fi^e of Bluyce^ a place ib 
impoftap^ . as would certainly engage the archduke’s atten«- 
tion. The army* amounting to i5>ooo foot, and 1500 
horfe^jen^arked iinipodiately for Zealand^ where they were 
met by, prince Maurice^ amended by William Najfau gover- 
nor of Frifiland^ FraUric Henry Najpm his brother, gene- 
ral of the horfc, three other princes of the houfe of Orange^ 
the prince of Jnluib^ the deputies of the ^ates general, 
and the council of ftate. Next day the fleet fet fail for 
Flanders^ and the troops debarked on the banks of the 
canal SwartagaU, after they had taken two finall forts on 
the ille of C^ant. It is imagined, that if Maurice bad 
pro(;ee4ed diredly to according to the advice of the 

deputies, he Uiight have taken the place unprepared,^.and 
obliged the enemy to have raifed the fiege of Ofiend, by 
cutting off all their convoys of proviiion. On the cop.- 
trary, he reieSed the propofal, as attended with a thou- 
fano difficulties, which could only be forefeen by thofe 
who were experienced in **the*art of war •, but the reafuns 
he offered, were fuch as confirmed the fufpicions of the 
deputies, that he was not deiirous of finifbing a war, up- 
on the ^continuance of which depended his own great 
authority, and the elevation of the houfe of Ni^u. We 
lhall fee how thefe jealoufies gave birth to a ftrong fac- 
tion, vMiich has ever fince been the chief barrier of the 
republic, againft the aipiring ambition of the prkices of 
Orange^* 

MAURICE proceeded with reducing all the out- 
pofts wbifih could obfiru£I the fiege of Sluyce, He took 
Ifendytij de/bated a body of twelve companies of Qerman 
foot polled at Ardemboterg^ and took poffeffion of Middle- ^ 
bourg in Flanders^ which the enemy evacuatjed at his ap- 
proach, Whe^er be ought not to have proceeded dn 
redly to Sluyce^ is what cannot be determined at this dilr 
tance of time, through all the mifls of prejudice and paflpop. 
which obfeure this whole tranfadiop^ and by rendering it 
equiyqicaly tarnifli the luftre of the pr^ace’s charader. Air 
hen bad no {ooner in^iligetice of dm motions <A A^irice^, 

* 'Bsntivoo. .pv lit. lib., vii. , Mstcmk. idn fupni. 
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than he detached Felafio genenil Of the horfe^ fince Mi^n^ 
doza*s departure* to take poft at Damure^ a ftrong Htua- 
tion between Bruges and Siuya. Here he Was by every 
poffible means to oppofe the progrefs of the enemy. Mau- 
rid determined to diflodge him,* and with that Intention 
detached a numerous b^y of cavalry, under generals 
Ghend and Bax, The Dutch ' met wiA almoft unfur- 
mountable obftacles, by reafon of the difiiculty of the 
roafls, and the refiftance made by Velafco. Bax was 
wounded, and his troops' on the brink of being defeated, 
when the infantry feafonably arrived, renewed the en- 
gagement, forced the poft, and defeated the Spaniards with 

f reat (laughter. Upon this fuccefs the prince invefted 
luyccy evacuating all the pofb which commanded the 
town, and taking the bed meafures for preventing the gar- 
rifon from receiving fuccours, until his lines were com- 
pleated. Serram^ a Spanijh officer of reputation, com- 
manded in the town ^ but he was badly provided with 
neceflaries, and fupported only by a (lender garrifon, of 
whjph he gave the archduke immediate notice. Supplies 
of men and provifion were frequently thrown in before 
Maurice had finifhed his lines: one indeed would have 
imagined, thaf he purpofely fuiFered the garrifon to be 
'rrinforced, in order to try the- ftrength of his own capa- 
city, in reducing a town ^hicR had every advantage that 
nature and art could 'communicate. At hft he had fo 
completely invefted it, that the archduke placed all his 
hopes of the fafety of Sluyee in the marquis Spinoh^ who 
was far advanced in the fiege of OJlend^ and bad gained 
more ground in a few weeks, than the former generals 
had done for the twa preceding years. Spimla however 
had too much difeernment to undertake dillodging prince 
Maurice j which was neceflary for the relief of th^ garri- 
fon. He found his lines too ftrong, and drawn too judl- 
cioufly to be forced. After viewing the pofts,^ and find- 
ing them impregnable, he marched with *all expedi- 
tion to Damare^ where he attacked a detachment com- 
* manded by William of NajfpiUy who received him gallantly, 
and fuftatned the ihock of the whole Spanijh army, until 
he was fupported by prince Maurice^ which obliged Spi^ 
mk to retreat, after having loft above a Aoufand men. ^ 
Next day, the ganrif^ reduced to the laft extremis for siuyce 
want of provifion, fiKipItulated on honourable conditions, taken by 
marc^ out with their arms and but fo emact- prince 

ated'^and exliaufted, as to excite the compaffion of their Mauf ice* 
enemies. Tile garrifon of. iv^ti it furrendtred, 
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amounted to four thoufaad men, fo 'vveakened with di£* 
cafe and hunger, that feveral hundieds dropt down dead 
in the Ihort march to Damare^» 

The fuccefs of Mmrkt greatty chagrined Spmb. l*hat 
prince h^d in the fpace of three months reduced the 
ftrongeft fortrefs in the Nitherlands \ whereas the Spani- 
ards had fpent three years before O/Und^ and it was Itill a 
matter of doubt with fome men whether they could 
fucceed. 

SPIN OLA returning to the fiegc, foon demonllrated 
the poilibility of reducing the ftrongeft fituations. He 
blew up mines every where, he made violent aiTaults, and 
hemmed the befieged within fo narrow a circle, as de- 
termined the fate of Ofiend. Several governors fince Noot^i 
departure had been killed, . and a multitude of inferior 
ofticers were either fiain or grievoufly wounded. Almoft 
every (hot from the enemies batteries now did execution, 
as the bails fell within a fmall compafs wholly occupied 
by the troops. At laft a (trong wind from the fouth-weft, 
at high water, gave the finifhing blow to the work^^. of 
the befieged, which being newly ereded in the room of 
others that were demolifhed, could not withftand the fury 
of the waves. They were all overturned, Sind it was af- 
terwards in vain for the garrifon to reftft \ however they ' 
refufed to furrender, befofe the fentiments of the ftat;ps 
and prince Maurice were known. A council was imme- 
diately called at Sluyce^ to deliberate whether the relief of 
the garrifon was to be attempted, or the place iinnn^di- 
atcly furrendered. The latter opinion prevailed, and or- 
ders wgre accordingly difpatched to the governor. The 
capitulation, in which the garrifon and inhabitants obtained 
the moft honourable terms, was figned the 20th day of 
Oftend September y above three years after the town had been ftrft 
taken by inVefted ; and it had coft the lives of an hundred thoufand 
SpinoJa. brave foldi^s. By means of this fortrefs, the ftates gene- 
ral employed the whole ftrength of Spain for three cam- 
paigns, and prevented the archduke from entering with a 
fuperior army into the United Provinces ^ while it left Mau- ' 
rice at liberty to reduce Rimback^ Grerue^ and Sluyee, Cu- 
rioiity drew the aichduke and duchefs to fee the remains 
of a place which iKid fo Jong and glorioufly refifted (ibe 
Whole force of their arms} but fcar^jhe veftiges of what 
It had been, could now be traced y an^as. a heap of ruins, 
and thofe fine works, upon which^ fueb* vaft fums ^bad. 

^ BEwXivoo. tom. Ui. lib. vik p. 177. 
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been lavifhed, were reduced to ritbbilh and a mere chaos. 

As for Spinola^ he was loaded with honours, and equally 
carefied as if he had terminated the war« He went to the 
court of Madrid^ to folicit fupplies for the enfuing year, 
was gracioufly received by the king, and promife^ all he 
required. He gave PhiJ^ a clear detail of the ftatc of the 
Netherlands^ and the neceffity of carrying the war into the 
enemy’s country. By croiltng the Rhine^ and finiOiing 
theil* operations on that fide, they might eafily penetrate into 
the provinces, which they would find impracSticable on the 
fide of Zealand^ where canals, rivers, and dykes, rendered 
the Hollanders inaccellible. He reprefented, in the moft lively ^ 
colours, the diforders confequent on the mutiny of the 1605.* 
troops, which proved the greateft obftrudlion to the fer- 
vice; and demonfirated, that, the difeafe was incurable, 
unlefs they were paid more regularly ; for loyalty and fide- 
lity did not require that foidiers (hould fight upon trufi, 
and fiarve in the caiife of their country. He proved that 
the damages fuftained from the depredations of the muti- 
neefi^ coft the government more than if they were feru- 
puioufly paid, and that the mifinanagement of the revenue 
was the whole fburce of the evil. The king and council 
^cre fully convinced with his reafoning, and they entered 
infmediateiy on the neceflary meafures to fend Spinola 
ba^k, with full power to reftied/ all the diforders of which 
he complained. On his departure he was declared mar- 
lbal*general of the camp, and commander in chief of the 
Spanijh and Italian forces. He had authority to difpofe of 
the king’s revenues and troops in the provinces, in what 
manner he thought proper* He was created a ki^ht of 
the golden fleece, and loaded with honours and prefer- 
mentis, which equally (hewed the difeernment of Philip and 
the merit of Spinola^. 

During the abfence of the marquis de Spinola^ terrible Mtalny ef 
difturbances happened among the S^ntjh troops^^who vtttt the Spa- 
all on the wing of revolting. Several of the mutineers 
^had already entered into, the fervice of the ftates $ others 
were plundering the ten provinces, and fotne had the in- 
folence to demand the ftrongeft fortrefles of the Nether* 
landsj as fecurity for the payment of their arrears. Albertis 
fituttion was truly deplorable; the fcarcity of money ren- 
dered him tneapable«pf fatisfying the troops, and his loft 
authority prevented bis proteding his fut^edis from their. 
viole|ce8. He became, through no fault of his own, 

• 

* U; ibid. Metbren. lib. xxv. 1,E Cleec, lib. viii. 

N 3 equally 



Tht fUfiwfp ofth Uiuted Pfovlnces, 

iSi)tial1y obnoxious to the inhabitants and the foldlersi white 
the Hates at the fame time refufed the fupplies neeeffiury 
for 'the maintenance of the court, until their demands 
were apfwered, and afiurances given that the foreign 
troops fhould be withdrawn. Spinola fortunately arrived in 
time to ftop the progrefs of an^cvil, which muft foon 
have worked the ruin of the provinces. He began with 
immediately paying oiF the troops, and bringing them 
back to their duty, with Iredrefling the grievances oi the 
people, and giving ail polfible fatisfa£lion to the ftates. 
Then he fet on foot his levies, which were profecuted 
with fuch diligence in Germany ^ and the provinces, 

that the ftates general of the United Provides became 
foon fenfible of the neceffity of oppoljing this vigilant of- 
ficer with all their prudence and fortitude. 
hfotionscf MJURICE had orders to augment the troops, and 
prince levy a body of horfe in Germany. The king of France 
Maurice promifed fuccours in a fccret manner, and advifed the ftates 
enable the prince to enter early upon adfion, and ftop 
the deftgns of Spinola. But with the utmoft endeaicours 
Maurice bad his army complete a month before their ex- 
p^dation. In the month of May he made a bold attempt 
on Antwerp^ which proved fruiticfs, though it was plan- 
ned with the utmoft prudence, and conduced with hll' 
imaginable refolutfon. (hipwreck of the veftels em- 

ployed in the enterprize ruined the whole, and afforded 
rhe Spaniards an opportunity of making a great number 
pF prifoners. It was further intended by this expedition, 
to attack Epinofa at his head-quarters in the neighbour-^ 
hood qf Antwerp^ before his whole ftrength was collcfted j 
but both enterprizes failed through variety of crpfs ac- 
cidents. • The prince having provided all the forts on the 
Scleld with every ncceflary, refolvcd to remove the feat of 
war into Flanders^ to prevent Spinola^s defign of pene- 
trating intq United Pr(yuinres% and the Italian general 
throwing a bridge over the river, enabled his troops to 
turn themfelves on every fide, and commence hoftilities in^ 
whatever quarter was found moft convenient. Maurice 
was encamped in the net ghhour hood of IJendycJt^y and Epiml^ 
imagining his defign was to attack G^d^ or^ruger^ 
TUmoyed to a fituation where fat could watch the motion^ 
of the Confederates^ without .any da^erof being attacked|^ 
bfs camp being furrounded with fens 'Suid K \ ' 

^ Grot. lib. xiv. Meterbn, ibid. 
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V WfiitB/tte 1^0 ab^ntively ob^ • 

oiltbry th^ archduke, detached ihe count 
^c^Wi Wtih a hody.of 8b6o men, td feiBe' upon certain 
pa^ges of the ISJnnt, "^Phis officer^ after defeating fevcral 
ftnall parties of the enemy« reduced K€iJerS‘’‘im£rty into 
which the coadjutor Cohgm^ put a gartilbn, thereby 
infringtng^e neutrality with refpeci to the Wiitcd Pro^ 
viwes. 1 he motions of coiint Bugmi put Maurice in 
fcA that an attempt would be made on 'Reinbacb ; to pre- 
vent which, he detached his brother Henry^ ‘and Erneft of 
Naffau^ to put this important place in a ifate of defence. 

They encamped on the Rhine^ threw a bridge over the 
river, and chofe fuch 'a fituation as (hoald enable them 
to fuccour fPyil^ ReeZy Emmericky or Rhimherg. TVefel 
armed the burghers in its own defence. 7 'he inhabitants 
of Ugunty OldiHT^ely Grolj and Bravoorty demanded fup- 
plies of them, and provifions from the deputies who at- 
tended prince Henry^ which they promifed, and negle£led, 
not imagining that Spimla would penetrate fo fan In this 
th^ were deceived ; the marquis perceiving, he could 
do nothing in Planiersy left the redu^on of that province 
to count Frederic de Bergby and fuddeflly arrived with 
5^0 men pn flie banks of the RhinCf baljting at BoororU 
This river ne croffed on the 24^ ot july^ having received 
intelligence that the provfhces of FrifeUmd and Qveryjj^ 
were defended only by a fmall body of forces. To (ecurp 
his retreat, he ordered the count de Bugnoi to build forts 
in certain pofts i and to conceal his defign, it was de* 
bated in the archduke's cabinet-council, whether Grav^ 

Sluycey Breday or Bergen^op-zoomy ihould " be inveilcdu 
Informed of the fluctuations in the enemy’s councils, the 
ftates little imagined the United Provinces were in danger^ 

^nd had accordingly negle&ed the precautions neceflary tp 
their fecurity. ^ 

As foon as the forts at Keifers-^xvaert were finflhedt Sp}^ 
nola laid his plan of operations before the council, which 
met with univerfal approbation. He could not avoid 
*traverfiog the dominions of the duke of Cleve^y and of otfaef 
neutral |i»rincea % but he determined that bis aiFmy Ihould 
maintain fuch flriCl difeMine^ as Ibould afibrd no. Jgfl: , 

caulTc of complaint ; he rniit the count de Strle to ail^ie Spinq)a # 
the , magiflbrates of siyt towns, that no .violence ft^Ould 
be offered to the , privileges bf the. inhabitant's ^^viog 
tbe"<^untVe;fiii'/«sf with a' fj^ to proceed 

with the reft nf the and 

maintafning fuch regulari^ aim order, as even forces praife 
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pifij who had . juft bcguii' .td repair the Fonificatibbs, tuFr 
fered froiji pefiurious inbuv^^ fall into riins. The 
ftates had even bcgle£lcd, tb lay ihihe neceflary ftorcs, 
caui'e they hop^d prince cbuld^ return loon enough 

from to fruftratc ail Ihe fehemes laid by ; 

but they FufFered the juft punimment of that frugality which 
had more than phee endangered the fupply . of the pro- 
vinces. The town was ihvefted, and the approaches 
were lb vigoroufly carried on, that Cobbin capitulated ten 
days after th6 trenches were opened. It was perhaps an 
error in Spinola^ to check the ardour of his troops, and the 
rapidity of conejueft, by lofing time in repairing the^or- 
tifi#ations of Linguen ; but bis delign was to fecure a re- 
treat, and maintain a footing in the prou:nce, fliould he 
be forced to retire on the arrival of Maurice, He knq^w' 
that a ftrong garrilbn woufd be able to employ the princess 
ftrength, while the Spanijh forces might Icifurely qtiit 
Overyffelj and carry their conquefts into another pro- 
vince ^ 

Prince Maurice was no fqoner acquainted with the 
injtentiqn of t^le lialian general, than he iflued the ne- 
jcelTary* orders for prefervirig his conquefts in Flan- 
dirs^ and proceeded with bis army to oppofe the enemy 
in OoeryiffeL His firft defigh was to relieve Linguen ; but 
the garrifori having fufrendered before bis arrival, he made 
difpofitipnt for covering all thq other towns that lay ex- 
pofed^* of NaJJau, governor of Frifeland and Gra^ 

hingen^ likewife KeguA his, march for the provinces, to re- 
move the iipprehcnlions of the people, and fecure their 
jRdelity to the ftates, in \Vhich he proved fucccl^fuL The 
freat objeft wa? to preveht^^w^ from crofting the Tffeli 
fo rffeiA Which, ftrf$iy ^watcHc^^ Bis motions^ 

, he wa^ joined by Wtihain^ ^at army amptintea^to 

infiintrrf on^ fNrWm i'Kf^tronrl apd. WdS 
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,|jow i«?hi«jjijy and proved ex- 

f^ijdijfjul^cii lV/ 4 r^, the chief ^ 

defeated a de- 

xach'iiimt commini^ the J>aiP^:«Gr who was 

)iLil^ in th^ ehg^e^dlit^;' Thf vigjjaoc^ of Jk^tie^ znd 
Jtjhe advanced fcafo^oW%cd^ he htd Prince - 

J^r: flrong garrifpns .iip Ling^ •Avdf^l^r^eU He can^ Maurice 
,j^0.ed hia troops tb ^^4 as fur- chech ht$ 

D^ed the prince with;thie^ idea of ftcf^iTmg the p^ogrefi^ 

^Afcncine fpr this.B^rppfe waf driWn out.} and had the 
execution been equal to the defign projefted, the 
niards would have (uftaifled an irretrievable blow. Prince 
Frederic and general were appointed to condu£b this ^ * 
difficult and important enterprize, which failed through 
fome ixiifunderftanding. The attack was made by the 
cavalry, who were aftonifhed to find the enemy drawn 
up, when they expe£ied to have catched them unprepared ; 
however, the onfet was pufhed with fuch impetuofity, as 
would have produced the defired effect, had not Spinola arriv- 
ed with frefh forces, renewed the engagement, and after an 
cbftinate conflift turned the fortune of the day, when z 
body of Dutch infantry appeared in fupport of their coun- 
trymen. The a&ion was now a fecond time renewed 
with redoubled fury, and the combatants were continually 
’augmented, with troops po>gering in from all quarters. 

In the end, the Spaniards would have obtained a com- 
plete vidtqry, had not two battalions of French^ com- 
manded by the count de ChatiUer^ iecured a retreat to the 
Dutch^ by keeping up a brifk unremitting fire on the 
enemy's flank, extended towards the river. 

Such was the ilfiie of a manceuvre upon whirh Maurice 
placed great dependance, as it was planned with fo much 
prudence, as feemed to infure fuccefs. The lois Was 
confiderable on both fides, but writers are divided with 
refpe^ to the number. Fentivoglio alledges ^ that Spinola 
left 300 dead in the field ; but that the loff'^^of the Dutch 
exceeded 500 men^ befides BmmerviUe^ the beA officer 
among the French auxiliaries \ Meteren, on the contrary, 
affirms that Maurice had 200 men killed, and the enemy 
ne^, three tiipes that number; whereas Grotius reckons 
Jhe lofs pretty equal> but the victory clearly in favour of 
Spinola^ the J^utch being not only difappoimed in the in- 


.>‘,,^BiiTivQ9. ptiii. MIk vii. p. 187. zxvii. 
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Hntlon of die attacks Iwt fcMTcoS to ]e^v|? tte B^^ of 
, ^tlev Upon Che pttnic^ Mi^ Fre^u i$ Railed 

icoiverrally by all hiftorialis» fdr^dthying the attack, and 
giving the enemy time to recover their jurprize, dmw up 
!fhetr forces, and aci^ualnt Spinala with their fituation. 
What b^ond> doubt determines the event of this engage- 
ment fo much difputed, is^ that the enemy immediately 
afterwards* laid fiege to and reduced this ftrpng 

fbrtre&s without the princess having it Jn his powertvto 
relieve the garrifen* While this fitge employed the count 
dfi Bugud 'i’i to^ keep up the credit of his arms, Maurice made 
an attempt on Gumrety which proved unruccefsfut, and 
rather contributed to augment the difgrace he endea- 
voured to avoid. Thefe misfortunes, however unjuftly, 
affedled the reputation of this great commander, who was 
often under the necellity of* a£ling agreeable to the in- 
ftru^lions of the flates, contrary to his own fentimcnts i 
frequently he entrufted the execution of delicate enter- 
prizes to his officers, and was always curbed by a fa£lioQ 
which now arrived at great ftrength, and openly prof^^cd 
themfelves enemies to the afpiring ambition of this prin(&, 
and the growth of the houfe of Orange. With this Maurice 
ended a campaign, which on the whole proved honour- 
able to Spinohy though it detra^ed nothing from the grca( 
merit of Maurice, , 

We fhall conclude the tranfadtions of the year, with 
obferving the rapid progrefs of the infant India company, 
which not only received the joyful news of vaft conqueUs 
made in JJuxy of Several rich captures of Portuguefe In^ 
diameuy but of the fafe arrival of thirteen large fhips, 
Nawal loaded with fpices, and the moil valuable merchandife of 

chairs. India. About the fame time, a Dutch fquadron equipped 

for that pu'-pofe, had the good fortune to fall in with a 
.fleet of tranfports, which was carryihg a battalion of 
jiijh forces to recruit SfinoMs army. The tranfports ere 
chiefly fngl^^ except a few Hdmhurghers : they hoifted 
the Enghjh flag > notwithflanding which x\ke Dutch ad-' 
miral attacked them with great fufy, funk fonore^ took 
others, and purfued the rell to Dmery where Bred 
/warmly upon them within reach of iht ^Englffii clumon. 
five companies of foldiers were taken at deflroyeds the 
j^ven nemaiaiag cantpaaka mtxi wp hr hvwm 

anh James was forced to puv%p with this vio- 
lation of flie neutraliQr he declaftd^ c5n||fmg iknklf 
with fruiilefs, difregarded remdhfftanCee. kkutfofc, 
timid difpofitiob, could not long efeape ihb flflcetnmenc 



4^f die DfrtcJb (A)« |in<l they fecmed willing ta revenge opon • ^ 

hini the haughty uibge they wera cpmpelled to bear 
frocn the fpinted EUwbetb. This year was Uk^ifb &c- 
cefsfut i.i cruizes upon*the DunkirJt privateerik many of 
which were taken^ and their crews immediately hanged ; 
with which they wer^ fo terrified, as to keep clofe in port, 
and fufFer the Dutch commerce to proceed unmolefled. 

The year was ulhercd in with demands from the coun- A, D 
cfl of ftate of the Unitid Provinas^ for fupplies to fupport i6o6. 
the expences of the enfuing campaign. It appeared that DiJB^uUies 
the public charges were confiderably augmented, without 
the armies being proportionably inCreafed. Twelve hunr . 

dred thoufand florins were afligned for the extraordinaiy 'y 
cxpences of the land-forces ; befidea which, the council 
propofed that the provinces .(hould liquidate all the foms 
due fince the year 1599, which amounted to twelve miU 
lions of florins. The former demand was readily granted ; 
but all the provinces exclaimed violently againft an exac- 
tion, which would- entirely impoverilh the people, though 
i^'as no more than they had fubfi:ribed for the public 
^vice, and which, if performed, would have enabled prince 
Maurice to ruin Spinola^ and terminate the war in a 
Angle campaif n. Still however a fadiion exclaimed againft 
nhe prince, and attributed the prolongation of the war to 
pis ambition and avarice ] although it was denibnftrable, 
that, unable to keep the field, be was forced to ad defeh- 
fiVely, and was even too weak to fuccour Rhimierg^ when 
befieged in the month of Jlugit/l. 

SP 1 NO circumftances were altogether different, gpjnola 
That general fet out, 'when the campaign was fi^tflied, to J^ains 
BrttJfeU^ to concert the plan of future operations with the promifes 
archduke, and was fd fortunate as to have all his propdfals froiu the 
approved \ but the concurrence of the court of Spain watS , 

neceflary for the carrying them into execution, ^nd ft was Spsia 
prefum^ the lively reprefentations of Spinol^yfOiA^ greatly the 
influence his catholic majefty. Accordingly he fet out 
for Madrids and was received by the king with the 

(A) It mufi however becoo^ them le be emplpyed in the 
fc&d, that tltf ftates general Spamfi . fervke, and <recnuied 
^reafoa to refeat the con*’ in^^fend. Befides, thetcaaf* 
duft of king ac- pons on this oecafion were al« 

eordjng to their. wrn(^, todh moft all EngUJh^ which conld 
eyeiy opoortuni^ hf fevdiififlg. ,not fail of bcii^ demed a vfo^ 
thlarchduke and the ^anldirds^ ladon of die neutrality he pro- 
If e had not^)nly' withdrawn the fefledA 
S>‘g!iA forces, but faired 

fuoft 
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( moft cordiality^ Hia^propofals were immediately apphiudU 
ed, but the difficulty was to raife the fufficient fupplies. 
Three hundred thoufand doubloons a month, beGdeS the 
re^fcnues of Flanders^ were demafided for the vigorous pro'- 
fecution of the war, which was a fum too vatt even for 
the Spanijh monarchy, affifted with jjic treafures of Mexico 
and Peru^ but already drained by continual wars of near 
forty ^ears (landing. The beft meafures poffible were 
however taken to anfwcr Spinola^s cxpedlation, and with 
fuch alacrity did the whole court embrace the fcheme pre- 
fcnicd, that an advanced fum of money was immediately 
remitted to Brujjeh^ to make fre(h levies. But the plan 
of .operations was in fome refpejfts difconcerted by the 
tedioufnefs of the negotiatons at Madrid^ and a fever 
which Spinola afterwards contrafted, that prevented hia 
return to the Netherlands^ until the fummer-feafon was 
pretty far advanced. 

This delay probably faved the United Provinces. The 
dates fpent the whole winter in deliberating the means 
of fupporting the expences of the campaign, and she 
troops that would be neceilary. In the fpring the levies 
were not begun, and even then made under a variety of 
difappointments. The French king, embi^iled with the 
duke de Bouillon j forbid troops to be raifed in his country, 
and a war kindled in the territory of Brunfwich obdruc* 
ted the levies made in Germany ; above all, the narrow 
parfimony, and unfeafonable frugality of the Dutch^ had 
almoft ruined their affairs. At laft the bufinefs of re-- 
cruiting was undertaken, and Henry permitted a fmail 
body of french to pafs into the Netherlandsy before the end 
of the campaign *. 

SPINOLA did not hefitate about feizing the ad- 
He fakes Vantage gained by his fuperiority. He had two armies in 
the fields the field one compofed of i2$ooo foot and 2000 horfe, 
and enters led in peVfon j the other, amounting to 10,000 in- 
, the pro - fantry, and 1200 cavalry, was under the diredlion of the 
vsncfj. count de Buguou Both were provided with every necef- 
fary, and conftantly attended by 2000 waggons loaded 
with provifion. Advancing to the country of Twentey 
ordered the count do Buguoi to pafs the Vaaly and 
enter the enemy’s country 1 but in this he was fruftrated 
by the vigilance of Mauriccy who raifoi^ fuch a variety of 
obfttuftions, as it was impoffible to furmount. Baffled iii 
his principal defign, Spinola vefohfedi not to lofe the wh^e 

‘ Le Clerc, lib. viii. METEV^^ lib. xxviii. 
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frUitS'^of his fuperiority, and accordingly invefted Grol^ 
which obliged Maurice to march to the relief of the gar- 
lifon. He met with numberlefs difficulties, in fuccouTing 
the place ; but was on the point of fucceeding^ and had 
wrote to the governor an afllirance of fpeedy %ffiftance, 
when the letter being intercepted by Spimla^ and the fiege 
vigoroufly puthed, corSpelled the garrifon to furrender in 
defpair. This obliged the prince to retire, and fo ani- 
milted the Spanijh troops, that Spinola undertook the fiege 
of Rhimberg. The prince de Soubtfe^ and feveral volun- 
teers of diftindtion, immediately threw themfelves into the 
town, with a view of difplaying their courage; the de- 
fence was obftinate, but colonel Ufenhove was at length 
under the neceffity of capitulating. Maurice in vain prac- 
tifed every method to lave Rhmberg ; he would even have 
ventured a battle, had the dates approved of fo defperate 
a remedy ; but all was in vain, the a^ivity of Spinola reh-^ 
dered his utmoft endeavours fruitlefs. 




Scarce had the Spanijh general compleated the rcduc- 
tijjiir of this ftrong town, when the troops mutinied. At 
firft he endeavoured to prevail on them by arguments to 
J^eturn to their duty, and finding reafon ufclefs, he em- 
ployed force. •This augmented the evil, and more enfla- 
flicd the paffions of the mutineers, who thought them- 
f^lvcs hardly enough ufed ih b^ing deprived of their pay. 
They even encreafed to 2000 horfe and foot, retreating 
towards Breda^ where they could infure quarters. Mau^ 
rice took advantage of the fpirit of rebellion, and the fick- 
nefs that prevailed in the Spanijh army. He marched to- 
wards OveryJfeU with intention to recover the I^te lolTes 
fuftained by the provinces. He begun with Lochem^ which 
he reduced in three days, and then proceeded to Grol\ 
but he had fcarce formed the fiege of this place, when he 
forefaw numberlefs difficulties in the profecution. Still 
however he purfued his defign, in expe£taticffi that the 
confufion in Spinola^s army would prevent his giviifg him 
any annoyance. Owing to this confidence, he negledled 
purfuing his courfe with the ufual precaution. Spinola'^ 
intelligence was good ; he aflembled eight thoufand in- 
fantry, and 1200 horfe, and fet out. with the utmoft fe- 
crtcy and expedition to attack the prince’s quarters, while 
the garrifon, informg^' of his intention, kept up a brilk 
fire on, the befiegers. ^ JpJaurice however had advice of 

« /a’s march ; he confulted the deputies what fliould 
one, and had their confent to hazard a battle, if ne- 
ceflary. Cut he did not c^ufe to rifque the fafety of the 
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jipvidces on the i$ie of an engagement ; though the 
l^mch auxiiUrtes, and even the Dmch troops, loudly de- 
li^nded battle. In this he certainly aAed with prudence, 
ttfaough it afforded ft handle to^hia enemies, to cenfiire 
h»s coura^, and at the fame time his defire to prolong 
the war. Mauria had too much fortitude and true mag- 
nanimity to enter upon dangerous meafures for mere 
popular applaufe. He had already exhibited too many 
pro^ of courage, to be juftly taxed with cowardice, dnd 
he left his general conduct to fpeak for his fidelity. In 
ft word, he refolved to retire, and executed his purpofe 
in fo mafierly a manner, that Spinola did not think pro- 
per to purfue, and contented himfelf with reinforcing the 
garriibn 

After Spinola had accompliflied the relief of Grol^ he 
returned to BruJJils^ to remedy the dilbrders which 
threatened deftrudtion to the archduke’s affairs. Every 
method was tried to appeafe the mutineers, and in fome 
meafiire with fuccefs. Such was the| confidence they re- 
pofedin Spinola^ that they returned, upon his promife 
their arrears would Toon be advanc^ ; but the remit- 
tances from Spain falling Ihort of expedlatton, he failed 
m bis enga^ments, and yet ftill bad th£' good fortune 
to retain Sie affedlions of the foldiers, who (hifted 
the blama from him, upbn the fhoulders of the arch-* 
duke. In fa<ft, Spinola and his friends had advanced 
large Aims to the crown of Spain^ of which they began 
now to dread the lofs, together with the blighting of thofe 
laurels acquired in the two laft campai^s. But the dif- 
ficulty c^fifted in extricating himfelf. To throw up his 
command, would but leflen all bis prorpe£h of being 
reimburfed,* and to continue his ^mmiffion, would be 
haftarding the reputation he had gained with ib much toil 
and labour. In thefe circumfiances his only hope was, 
that Prwincis would not take advantage of 

the fitii^tion of the Spanifl>ztmyi but would, from their 
ufuat principle of frugality, involve Maurm in the fame 
difficulties that attended him from the neceffities of the 


court of Spmth Such was dbe fituatimi of afiairs at the 
ctdfbof the campa^. We ihall fee hAw the efforts of 
, t^^M^vinces fiiccmed on the oqean 
JVe Tiib flates general perceivitig that lifjde w^ made 

jaifs. iittliG bmd-operfttiom, thoughi^tim mdl: emAmd method 
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expeOce^ would be to harraifs the Spamjh (hipping, arid 
deftrojr the coitiniCm of that kingdom. In purfuin^ this 
defign, not only the exp%nces of a fleet would tprwably 
be reimburfed by captures, but the Dutch trade greatly 
promoted, and new co^nies erefied ojn the ruins of the 
Partuguefe eftablilhtnents. One grand fleet was accord- 
ingly equipped to cruize on the Sptmijh coaft, to wah:h 
the arrival of the plate flota, and proted the commerce 
of the '‘provinces. This armament was preparing, when 
advice was received that a Dutch fquadron of feven (hips 
had fallen in with eight galleons from Peru. The Spa-^ 
niards attacked the Dutch with great vigour, but met with 
fo warm a reception, that two of the g^leoiis were burqt, 
and the reft fo roughly handled, that three foundered 
at fca and were loft. This misfortune was fevcrcly fek 
by the king of 5pam^ though it produced no immediate 
advantage to the Hetlanders. It raifcd his indignation to 
fuch a height, that he fitted out a fquadron to intercept 
i\^^utchy met them in their return, took the whole fleer, 
and fent orders to the admiral to treat the pnToners in 
the fame manner as the Dtetch had ufed the Dunkirk 
\ pirates ; upon which the crews were immediately hanged. 
To reVenge this cruelty, t^e ftgtes gave orders to adifikal 
Hautetn^ who commanded their grand fleet, to attack the 
Caracca flota in the river Tagus^ and burn and deftroy the 
whole without mercy ; but he was fruftfated in this at- 
tempt, and forced to fatisfy himfelf with fome unfucceCsful 
defeems on the coafts of Spain and PertugaL As he w^a 
ready to quit his ftation, eight galleons homeward bound 
were difeovered. Hautain immediately gave chace, and 
drove two of the galleons on the rocks, where th^ pe- 
ri(hed ; the reft entered the Tagus and efcaped. Soon af- 
ter he was overtaken in a terrible ftorm, in^whi^^h the 
Whole fleet was difperfed, and feveral (hips Ioft» Hrs^fqua^ 
dron was how reduced to thirteen fail, including frigates 
, and brigantines, when the flota of don F^tifarcb^ compoied 
of nine men of war, and eighteen galleons, was deferied: 
rtlie inunenfity of the booty ^ in view determined the 
Dutch admiral to attack the enemy, though greatly ihfmor 
in ^rength. He endeavoured to pin the we^her-gage, 
200 was diiappointedvb Vice-admirS Clapn was feparated 
ih^this tack from the reft of Dutch fleet, attacked by 
fivd H&ips of the enemy, and engaged with the ixtmoft 
fury. He defended hihifelf for feveral hours with great 
intrepidity ; but his mauuaiift being (hot away, and his 
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i^inptherwife greatly (battered, hereTolved to l^low 
and crew into the air, rather than ftrike to tin enemy, who 
had lately fo cruelly treated his countrymen. This he e^e-* 
cuted with admirable conflancy, andvperi(hed with 150 brave 
foldiers a^d (kilful mariners. I'he engagement was warm 
between i£n//£2/ii and the admiral, but night fepa* 

rated the combatants, and prevented thedeftrudion of both 
parties, who were each refolved to die or conquer Such 
were the tranfadionsf of this year, towards the clofe of 
which the ricbeft India fleet ever feen from India arrived, 
with the agreeable news of further advantages gained in 
j(/ia^ and the profperous fituation of the company’s affairs. 
The court 'I'he infinite lodes fuftained by the Spaniards^ by fea and 
^/'Spaia lEnd> in Europe^ Afta^ and America \ the imnienfe expencea 
begins to of the war ; the little probability of reducing the provinces \ 
talk of the exhaufted date of the treafury ; the vaft debts contra^- 
peace, ed by the crown ; and the mutinous dirpodtion of the 
troops, all fuggeded the fird idea of the neceflity of a truce 
with the obuinate Hollanders, It was now ferioufly deli- 
berated in council, and the motion fupported by the peafons 
mod attached to the interefts of their king and country. 
The Portuguefe^ who were the greated fufferers in their Eaft 
India trafiic, made drong remondrances tb Philip III. on 
the damages fudained from a ruinous war, in which the)r 
were no way (;oncerned. They had lod an infinity of rich 
(hips, were deprived of their bed eftablifhments in the In^ 
dies^ dripped of their commerce, and in the open way to de- 
flru£lioii, if a fpcedy ifiiie was not put to the difturbances 
in the Low Ccuntries^ which had already cod Spain and Por* 
tugal above double the intrinfic value of the Seven Provinces, 
They alierted, that the difficulty of the war would every 
year encreafe, with the inability of Spain to fupport it ; that 
the enemy were growing rich and powerful upon the ruins 
of their trade and navigation, and would every year prove 
more formfoable. They added, that the natural fituation 
of the^ provinces, furrounded by deep rivers and the ocean, 
rendered them impregnable > and if Spain could not fucc^d 
through the fpiriced condu£I of fuch generals as the duke of 
Parma and the marquis Spinala^ while (he exerted her ut- 
moft force, how could (be expert a fortunate ifllie under 
any other generals, when, her ftrength was fpent and .cx- 
haufted ? Philips wholly occupicdw^fti the purfuit of plev 
fure, .was naturally pacific, and had profecuted the war by 
the, advice of bis council, rather than from iAcIinaf|on. 
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His minifters injinuated to him that the French king was la- « 
bouring to unite the provinces to his own crown, in order to 
extend his dominion over the Netherlands. It was, beyond 
doubt, lefs difadrantageoivs and difliono'urable to Spaing 
to fufFer the provinces to enjoy their liberty^ and Income a 
free ftate, than to fall into the hands of a powerful and am* 
bitious rival, who was* mounting by large ftrides to an 
equality with the houf^ of Aujiria. The fuccefs of the 
infant India company, afterwards eftablilhed upon a larger 
bafts, made the king apprehenftve. not only of the lofs of 
his colonies in the Eaft^ but of that vaft empire he pof- 
felled in the Weft Indies. It was at the fame time whifpered, 
that the Dutch would afford the Moors Ihipping to tranfport 
vaft armies into Spain ; and indeed it is aftoni&ing that the 
provinces, amidft all their diftre^es, never attempted making 
this diverfton. Thele conftderations, joined to the incli- 
nations of the archduke and Ifabella^ quite wearied out with 
the perpetual complaints of their fubjeds, determined Spain 
to make overtures for a truce. Even Spinola^ for the reafons 
we luve before mentioned, was of opinion that it was better 
to-i^fyoy the 7en Provinces in fecurjty and peace, than rifque 
the whole Netherlands^ and ruin Spain^ in the fruitlefs at- 
ktempt to conquf r rebel fubje<fts, who had too long tailed 
ihp fweets of liberty, ever again to bear with eafe the 
'ihackles of monarchy and abfolute dominion. He faid, that 
if \o their growing empire in AJia^ they (hould add efta- 
blilhments in America^ Spain would be reduced to its primi- 
tive poverty p. 

These fentiments of the Spanijh court tranfpired before Ohjeahni 
any formal propofals had been made. In Holland al- to a peace 
ledged, that the report of pacific defigns was indulfrioufly Hol- 
propagated, only to lull the provinces into fecurity, and land, 
catch them napping and unprepared. Numbers of people 
pretended to diferedit the rumour, becaufe they lived, and 
had raifed fortunes, by the war. Others found cat, that a 
peace would diflblve the union of' Utrecht^ and brin^ the 
trade of Holland and Zealand back again to Antwerp. On 
the other hand, the provinces moft expofed wifhed for an 
equitable peace, and all moderate perfons defired to fee the 
public tranquillity re -eftablilhed on fuch a footing as fbould 
fccurc the liberty of the provinces. Thefc were the general 
fenflments of both partie^when the commilfioners Wahrave 
and Wittenhorji arrived^ from the archduke, at the Haguty to 
tii^^^fofiae propofals touching a congrofs. Prince Maurice 
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was then in Overyjfel ; and the deputies to whom the am- 
bafladors addrelTed themfelvcs, gave fuch difeouragement, 
that they returned to BruJJiis^ without having publickly 
communicated tHhir inftrudtions. They were again font to 
the in the month of JPecembery with orders to ac- 

quaint the dates, that they had indruAions from the arch- 
duke to alTure them of the fincerit)A>f his pacific yiews, and 
readinefs to grant any reafonable terms, and to demand fuch 
conditions as the United Provinces were determined to accept. 
They were further impowered to offer the dates either a 
peace or truce, and the choice of time and place for fixing a 
congrefs, where the articles might be adjuded. To thefe 
adhranccs and demands the dates general refufed to give an 
anfwer, becaufe the ambaffadors had brought no letters ex- 
prefsly addrefled to the dates. This difficulty was not fore- 
Iccn ; but, to remove it, one of the ambafl'adors fet out 
for Brtijfdsy obtained the letter required, and returned to 
the Hague, Now the ambaflador demanded a public au- 
dience of the dates general, and obtained it on the 3 1 of 
January, They read publickly the archduke’s letter^pro- 
fefling his hearty defire to heal up tht'fe wounds whicn^..'jd 
fo long aiHiiSed the Netherlands ; they commented upon the 
letter, fet forth the uncertain event of w/r, the milery of 
the people, the duty of conciliating fellow-fubjcdfs unhap- 
pily divided by civil difeorU ^ vi ith a variety of other topics 9 
to which the dates general anfwered : I'hat while the arth- 
dukc formed any right to the United Provinces y it was im- 
poflible they could ever confent to a treaty ; that all the 
world allowed they were born a free people (A), and their 
highneffes could never make out their prctenfions to domi- 
nion ot^er them but by force; that it was incumbent on the 
dates to recover what had been infidioully and oppreflively 
wreded from them ; that they could not confent in con- 
fcience, in honour, or fafety, to treat with princes who form- 
ed pretenCons on their undoubted liberties, until fuch pre- 
tenfibns wtre folemnly abjured ; as for the red, they de- 


(A) This afTertion would 
feem to allude to the folemn 
declaration, publifhed in 15^1, 
by the dates aflembled at the 
Hague, wher^h^' they deprived 
Philip II. of all right, domini- 
on, and fovereignty over the 
United Provinces, which they 
henceforward declared to be a 


free date ; becaule his majedy 
had iird difTolved the original 
contradl, by divers infra^ions 
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and Hts fubjeds. Pi'd, Wiquo^ 
fort, demonft, 4. lib, ip oift^ 
des Provinces Unies, ^ 
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dared they would be no ways accefTary to the evil cohfe- 
quences which might enfiie, iince their refolutions were all 
formed in rdf-defence^* and founded on juftice and the*ha- 
tiiral rights of mankind, all* of which diftatcd, that^fubjedh 
might lawfully oppofe the ambitious encroachments of their 
fovereigns, and draw their fwords againit princes in de- 
fence of liberty **. Witn this anfwer the ambalTadors re- 
turned, promiiing that they would foon acquaint the ftates 
witlfthe ^rchduduke’s fentiments. v 

It muft be acknowleged that the general fentiments of 
the United Provinces were averfe to peace ; that the ftates 
treated the archduke cavalierly, and raifed all poffible ob- 
ftruSions in the way of a negotiation ; but ftich were the 
circumftances of the courts of Madrid and Brujfels^ that 
they now waved punctilio, and were contented to efFcft at 
leaft a fufpenfion of hoftilities, upon any tolerable condi- 
tions. With this view John Ncyen^ an ecclefiaftic, extremely 
converfant in politics, infinuating in his addrefs, able, pe- 
netrating, fubtle, and eloquent, was again difpached to 
the J^gue. Neyen was acquainted perfonally with the prin- 
cijfSfmen in Holland \ he had a great number of friends in 
^hat country, and, though a catholic, was exceedingly he- 
aved by the rcfolhied, becaufe he had the art to make his 
^pmions feem moderate. On his arrival he found the ftates 
•imrjovcably fixed in their rifolufion to liften to no terms, 

■ unlefs they were treated and addrefled as a free people. To 
Ihis the archduke had ftrong objedlions 5 becaufe it was in 
jfafl: acknowledging that he had hitherto maintained an un- 
‘ juft war ; that he was in no condition to continue-it ) and 
that he had really no juft pretenfions to the fovereigpty of 
the United Provinces. He apprehended that fuch a concef* 
fion would be injurious to Philip’s and his own reputation } 
and he was fenfible of the., danger of rewarding rebellion 
with liberty. However, neceffity overcame his fcruples, 
and he determined to grant the demands of the .ftates ge- 
neral, hoping that if the negotiation ftiould turn out to his 
advantage, the event would plead his apology, and excufe 
the means he had praflifed of reftoring peace to his fubjefts ) 
but he firft gave inftruftions to Neyen to endeavour to pro- 
cure fome mitigation of this hard preliminary condition. 

expatiated to the ftates on the archduke’s pious inten- 
tions to fparethe efFuftofl a h riftian blood, treating 

with the provinces upon the moft equitable footing ) he elo- 
quently explained the mutual obligations of fovereigns and 
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i fubjeds, and enumerated with admirable addrefs all the ar- 
guments in favour of indefeafible right, a topic fince that 
fo hackneyed in other countries; he launched out up- 
on the ^leifings of peace, and •the advantages which the 
commerce of the United Provinces^ in particular, would de- 
duce fronr the eftablifliment of public tranquillity ; but he 
artfully avoided touching upon t'he liberty of the ftates 
general, and the preliminary demanded. Finding all his ar- 
guments to induce them to relax in this particular fruklefs, 
he returned to BruJJilsy and was in a few days fent back 
with full powers to negotiate with the United Provinces^ as a 
free {late, over which neither the catholic king or the arch- 
duke had any juft claim to fovereignty. He was diredled to 
conclude either a truce or perpetual peace, according as he 
found the ftates general difpofed ; to ofter them the choice 
of their own deputies, and the time and place for fixing the 
congrefs ; and, to facilitate the treaty, to demand a fufpenii- 
on of arms for the fpace of eight months, during which no 
hoftilities of any kind Ihould be permitted ; provided, however, 
that the propofals ftiould in eight days be accepted. 
overtures were contained in a writing, figned by the arclSi*i»ce 
on the j 3th day of March 1607, and accepted by a limila? 
writing ligned by the ftates on the 24.th#jf JprtU At th^ 
fame time, an order to fufpend hoftilities was recipro^ 
cally fent to all the gbverilors of towns, generals, and 
commanders in either fervicc. The articles of truce were 
exchanged at Lillo ; and the archduke left the farther expli- 
cation of the agreement of fufpenfion to his envoy Neyen^ 
who defired leave to repair for this purpofe to the Hague. 
As t^eyen received no immediate anfwer to his requeft, 
he conftrued the filence of the ftates into confent, fet out 
* for the Hague^ and on the iirft day of June publilhed an 
ediA, whereby he declared that the fufpenfion took place at 
fea as well as land, limiting it however to the Northern 
ocean aftd the Britijh channel. In this cdi£t: the frontiers 
were adjured, and feveral other particulars, which had be- 
fore been omitted. Foreign minifters, particularly the 
Pr^ch ambaffador at the Hague^ were made acquaint 
with the determination of the ilates, and invited to fend 
plenipotentiaries to afilift at the congrefs. In confequence, 
French king fent the prefident Jeannin^ and thej[ieurs 
Roijft and to on their ftrft arrival, 

they, gently expoftulated with the f]btes, for having come to 
a refoiution fo important to the tranquillity of Europe^ 
without having previoufly acquainted their n^aftcr with their 
intention, and received the ^advice of fo conftant and ne- 
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ceflary an ally', fames^ king of England^ likeu'ife pro- 
mifed that his ambailadors, Spencer and IVinwood^ ihould at- 
tend the congrefs. • 

Now-the chief difficulty that remained, regarded fhe man- Ohjlruc^ 
ner of opening the negotiation. The deputies of the ftates tions raif^ 
forefaw the great revolution in affairs which fo fudden a change ed hy the 
from war to peace would produce, efpecially fhould piiiice ftates to 
Maurice difapprove of the treaty. The reputation acquired by the pro- 
the prince, in the long courfe of his fervices, rendered him 
very powerful and very popular. His reputation was a vaft 
ilrudture raifed on the firm foundation laid by his father ; a 
building erected by courage, virtue, and public fpirit, on the 
bafis of patriotifm. Maurice was not only at the head of the 
army, but he held the ftadtholderftiipof four out of thefeven 
provinces, and the reft were under his direction, as his two 
coufins were governors. Several of the ftates became jea- 
*lous of his authority and ambition j they united into a fac- 
tion, pretended to fear that Maurice'^ popularity w’^ould 
afpir^ at abfolute dominion, and gave themfelves up to 
di region of Barneveldt^ penfioner of Holland^ a mi- 
nifter equally able and faithful. The continuance of the 
^war would ceriainly encreafe the prince’s authority, and 
a^ruce proportionably diminifti it, and open the way to the 
5‘cxertion of the functions of civfl power : this difpofed the 
wliole party to wifti for the treaty, and to advance its pro- 
^geefs and iuue with all their weight and influence. It was 
further neceflary, they alleged, to fhew their allies that the 
ftates had it in their power to conclude peace when they 
pleafed, which would render them more indcpencjpnt on 
their allies, oblige France to declare more openly, and in- 
duce all their allies to afford real, inftead of imagina^, af- 
fiftarice and large promifes. On the other fide, the Orange 
party threw all poffible obftrueftions in the way of the 
treaty, receiving every propofal with great coldiUfs and ar- 
rogance, ftarting pundlilious difficulties upon every expref- 
fion, and obliging the archduke upon every trifling occa- 
sion to fend exprelTes into Spainy and wait their return, 
without advancing a ftep in the negotiation. In this inte- 
reft may be included the bulk of the people, as well as the 
whfle body of militia by land and fea. The former, by 
long habit, had conya^ifif^nvincible^fvejmlices againft 
Spain^ and the latter propofed the improvement of their for- 
tunesk But there was one confideration which weighed 
ftrongly in ^vour of the oppofitc fadlion. This was ihe 

* Metehen, lib. xxviii.* Grot. Hift.^lib. xvi. 
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decline of the vaft Spanijh monarchy, fo formidable under 
Charjes V. and Philtp II. owing to extenfivc projects, am- 
bitious councils, and unfortunate events. On the contrary, 
France vlas rifing to a great degree of power, conducted 
by a prince enterprifing, conftant, and intrepid. This king 
put an end to all domeftic difcotC and misfortune, by a 
peace with the houfe of Aujiria, It was obvious, however, 
that the temper of the nation, long accuftomed to conftant 
heats and commotions, would not long remain quiet with- 
out exercife 5 and to prevent the people from finding em- 
ployment at home, it might be necefFary for the king to 
contiive work for them abroad, which might at the fame 
time promote the views of his own ambition. Flanders had 
anciently formed a part of the Gallic monarchy, and its 
princes derived and held their power of the kings of France^ 
An enterprife to recover the ancient demefnes of the crown 
lay cxtiemely convenient, and feemed perfeftly conge- 
nial to the difpefition of Henry^ who was at this very time 
making great preparations, which might very probably fall 
on this fide, if invited by any greater decay of the Spdh^ 
power in the ^Netherlands, It was further obferved, that the- 
autbority of Upain in the Low Countries )|fas fupported hyi 
treafures, which came by long and perilous voyages from^ 
Spain \ and by troops drawn from thence, from Italy or Ger->\ 
many^ at a great hazard and expence. The territory of the 
Provinces was inconfiderable, and awed by the neigb-^ 
bourhood and jealoufies both of France and England ; but if 
Llcnry were once matter of Flanders^ the bpdy of the 
monarchy would be fo great, fo entire, fo populous, 
and fldurifhing, as would make an attempt on the liberty 
of the United Provinces fatal, and completely decifive. Then 
would they have laboured in vain againft Philips and fought 
out that long and glorious ttruggle, not for abfolute free- 
dom, but for a change of matters. It was this idea of a po- 
litical balaitVe, as well as a dread of the ambition of Mau» 
rtccj that adluared that able minitter Barneveldi^ though 
many of his party were excited by peribnal refeiitment to*- 
the prince, and drawn over by the prelents and promifes of 
Spain 

Besides the contending intcrefts of the two parties, the 
, negotiation anothi^r -o^fudlion. The archduke 

had indeed given his folemn afTuratJee, that he would ob- 
tain a declaration from king Philips ratifying the he 
propofed, and the' terms he ftiould ftipulate in the treaty ; 

s Sa^rrivoc. p, MevrI^. Rer. Belg^libi v. 
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but hitherto no declaration of the Spanijh court had appear^ 
cd to confirm the preliminary fteps to the negotiation. 
Such a declaration was neceffary, becaufe the Netherlands 
reverted to the crown of ^pain at the deceafe of Ae arch- 
duke without ifl’ue j in which cafe, all treaties wiih him 
would prove void, unlefe they were concluded with Philip*^ 
confent. At laft the declaration, couched in form of two 
aftj, was obtained ; of which Spinola gave notice to the 
ftates, defiring a pafTport for Lewis verreiken^ the arch- 
duke's ambaflador. VVhen Verreiken prefented the declara- 
tion to the {fates general afl'embled at the Hagucy it was ob^ 
jefted, that the king had approved in general terms of all 
that had been done, and promifed ftri<SHy to obferve the ar- 
milticc ; but that he had defignedly flurred over the claufc 
where it was fpecified, that th6 archduke treated with the 
provinces on the footing of a free ffatc, over which he had 
jurifdidion. Not only this, but feveral other particulars 
in the manner and (file of the a£f, were dirpleafing to the 
ftates general. They refented the title given the archduke 
‘yfcftcrcign of all the Netherlands ; the adl’s being writ- 
ten on paper inftead of parchment ; the king's fubferip- 
tion, We the ; the leal affixed, which was not the 
‘great feal of opain ; and the demand, that the Dutch 
iquadrons fhould be immediat^#recalled from the Spanijh 
^coafts. In the end, the ambailador was informed, that the 
l^tes could not accept the declaration without confiderable 
‘alhendinents. Verreiken laboured to remove the objedfions. 
He infifted that the catholic king would never have ratified 
the preliminaries ftipulated by the archduke, had not his in- 
tentions been wholly pacific ; that procuring the %mend- 
ments required would only retard the negotiation ; but 
that if the ftates would, in the mean time, proceed to bu- 
finefs, he would engage to obtain the declaration wanted as 
foon as in courfe it could be expe^ed. But thjj was poll- 
tively refufed j and the ftates, for their own fe«urity,»gave 
the ambaflador copies of fuch a declaration as would quiet 
.their Icruples, in the Latin^ French^ and Spamjh i that no 
miftake, through the equivocal fenfe of words, might 
arife •. In thefe, feveral articles, relative to religion, were 
inferted, which, it was apprehended, the court of Spain 
wohld npt grant ; and iidced the writinoM^^d feem to be 
calculated with that di^laled by the partisans of 

the l^oufe of Orange. 

< MfiVEREK, Ub. xxviii. Le Clerc, lib. viii. 
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When the fecond ratification arrived at Brujfeh^ the 
firft obfervation which occurred, was that the great Teal 
wasTnot affixed: but this difficulty the archduke engaged 
he fliou^ be able to furmount, '(hould the contents, prove 
.other wife agreeable to the fentime nts of the United Pro* 
Vinces. The article with refpeft |p religion, it was fore- 
fcen, would occafion more trouble. Verreiken and Neyen 
were difpatched to the Hague with this new ratification ; 
and though it was fupported with all their eloquence and 
add refs, could not gain the approbation of the ftateSp 
'They objefled, that, like the former, it was written in a 
loofe flile, upon paper, and fealed with a private llgna- 
ture. However, to preferve the appearance of candour, 
they faid they would communicate the ratification to the 
provincial ftates, and report their opinion in fix weeks i 
adding, that if the archduke thought proper to appoint 
plenipotentiaries in ten days, they would follow his ex- 
ample, and fend deputies to the congrefs. Before the am- 
baifador’s departure, the fiates defired that the original ra- 
tification might be left in their hands ; but this 
fufed, though Verreiken^ to oblige them all in his powen^ 
remained at the Hague^ kept the ratification, and fent his \ 
collegue to attend the archduke’s comrfiands. By the^' 
J 4 th of November Neyen j^eturned from BruJJels^ with 
ders to deliver the ratification to the ftates, upon receiving ’ 
their written promiie to reftore it, in cafe the negotiation . 
fhould prove abortive. Even this was denied, and Neyira^ 
;igain forced to fet out for Brujfels^ where he obtained 
the archduke’s leave to furrender the ratification, without 
any premife or written acknowledgement. From fuch 
pun£liliou5 conduA and faftidious cavilling, it was obvi- 
ous that the Orange party prevailed, that the general fen- 
timents of the people were not pacific, and that the negp- 
^iation would at laft prove fruitJefs. 

IVHiLE^'lhe treaty went on in this channel, letters ad- 
dreffed to the ftates were received from the emperor, in 
which he exprefled bis aftonifliment at their not acquaint-, 
ing the imperial court with their intentions, reminded them 
that the Netherlands were formerly a part of the empire, 
and that confequently they could r^ot claim the privileges 
of a free ftate, without his confent ; nor would aqy grants 
made by and of Spain prove valid, 

without the full approbation of the Aulic council. ^ Tq 
thefe letters the ftates returned a civil anfwer, exctifing 
themfelves by affirming, that they imagined cthe king of 
Sftain and the archduke had i given his imperial majefty 
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tamely information, othcrwife they (hould not be wanting ^ 
in this mark of refpea. They reprefented the caufes 
which induced them to throw off the fovereignty o& Phi^ 
lip^ and now infift on the privileges of a free people $ 
they alledged their having already been acknowledged in- 
dependent by feveral Itates and fovereigns ; and laftly, 
that they apprehendecT it properly belonged to Philips to 
enquire whether he had a power to make the grants be 
prt>pofed; that as for themfelves, they had long taken 
the refolution of being free, or of periihing in the defence 
of liberty. 

Scarce had the ftates general returned this anfwer, and 
received the compliments of feveral foreign princes, when 
the provinces reported their opinion, that the ratification 
was a fufficient bafis for negotiating a peace or truce. 
This refolution had been carried in all the provincial ftates, 
in de/pice of the obje<ftions raifed by the Orange faf^ion. 

► Never did the talents of Barneveldt appear more confpicu- 
ous than on this occafion; on which he equally difplayed 
k Jtbcf orator, the ftatefman, and the patriot. After delibe- 
^ rating with the ambafl’adors of France and Great Britain^ 
the ftates acquainted the archduke by letter, that they 
were ready tO enter upon the negotiation, provided that 
^nothing (hould be demanded repugnant to their privileges, 

^ QT obliquely dire<fted againft ?heir liberties ; and that if 
^ he would nominate plenipotentiaries^ they would appoint 
Hn equal number of deputies (A). Towards the dole of 

the 

(A) It was at this very time, railing difficulties ira the way 
when the attention of all Eu- of the treaty, which the whole 
rope was fixed on the approach- . world mull attribute to their 
ing congrefs, which was to de- delire of prolonging the war, 
termine the fate of the United they permitted their grand ar- 
ProvinceSi that the Hollanders mament to fet ieil in queft of 
planned the fcheme of a Weft- Utit Caracca fleSt, (box? expec- 
Jndia company, which (hould ted. Admiral Hemkirk ac- 
likewile trade xoAfrica^ upon cordingly fleered for the coall 
the model of the Eaft India of Spaiu^ received information 
company. The project met that a Spamjh fquadron of fix 
with obllruflions, on account men of war lay in the bay of 

theipeace now ne gotjat ingj Gi braltar^ and made difpofiti- 
aa it was apprehendedi^SS’^klll^ ons^fSPaRSEKng the enemy. 
of jj. Spain would difpute any yuan Alvaz.es d^Avila^ conx- 
gr^ts which could be made manded the Spanijh fleet. He 
put to the company. However, was attacked by Hemskirk with 
thogh the ftates chofe lo avoid the utmoft refolution, and the 
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the year the armifticc was expired, of which the arch- 
duke gave the ftates general notice, an^ of his dedre to 
prolong it for a month. He likewife acquainted them by 
letter, ti|^at he had nominated filenipotentiaries, and ex- 
preffed his inclination that the congrefs mi^ht fit with the 
utmoft expedition. The marquj^ de Spinola^ Ricardot^ 
Mancidor^ the archduke’s fecretary, Neyen^ and Vet’nei^ 
keizy were appointed ambafTadors. It gave umbrage, that 
not one native of the Netherlands fliould be chofen to ad- 
juft the articles of a treaty, that wholly refpe£led this 
countiy ; but the power was in the hands of the Spa-- 
niai'dsy and hy exerting it they propofed to gain fome • ad- 
vantages to themfelves ^. 

A. D. In the beginning of the following year, Spinola and 
1608. the other ambafladors fet out *for the congrefs ; and as foon 
as they arrived in the territories of the Aates, they were 
.received by yujitn Najfau^ and condufled to the Hague^ , 
without any expence. In all the towns the people flocked 
to fee Spinohy whofe reputation was as great in Hollandy 
as in the other provinces of the Netherlands ; and at 
drechty prince Maurice met that general, who feemed to' 
regard the prince with afl:oni(hment and admiration. 
Maurice exprefled fentiments no Icfs favAirable to Spi* 
nahy and they both paid thofe ^compliments which were 
certainly due to each other’s merit. Various were the 
fentiments of the people on the arrival of Spinola in Hoi-- 
land. Some allcdged, it was wrong to fuffer fo popular 
an ' enemy to enter the heart of the country, and thereby 
afford him the opportunity of feducing the minds of the 
people, this it was anfwered, that the people were 


• " Meter EN, lib. xxx. 

engagement continued with 
great fury, uihil the Dutch ad- 
miral loit his a^m by a cannon- 
ball. The death of fo brave 
an officer caufed feme confu- 
flon in the fleet ; but the fpirits 
of the Dutchmen were foon 
roufed, by the gallant conduft 
of Verhoefy who Cucceeded to 
the command. ob- 

ftintte fight, d'A*vila was kill- 

(i) Mitmny Ubt aS. 
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ed, his fliip run a-ground, and 
burnt by the garrifen of Gib- 
raltar ^ to prevent his being ta« 
ken ; the reft of the Spanijh fleet 
was burnt, funk, or deilroyed, 
and the vi^lory indifputably in 
favour of the Hollanders^ tho* 
they received no other ben^- 
fit from it, than the delbuflion 
al-mament. (i). 
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toveterate enemies of the Spanijh dominion^ and Spinola • 
himfc]f a promoter of the peace. Before the arrival of 
the plenipotentiaries, the flrates had prevailed on the French 
ambail'adors, that their mafter fhould become jguarantee 
of the treaty intended ; and they ventured to engage, that 
bis majefly ^ould the ilates with ten thouiand men^ 
in cafe it was broke through the fault of the king of Spain 
orithe archduke. By the 4th of February^ the ftates ge« 
neral thinking it was time to open the negotiation, fent 
compliments to the ambaifadors, and demanded their in* 
ftruftions. Then they appointed IVilliam of NaJJau and 
the fieur Broderede^ with a deputy from each province, to 
confer with them. John Barneveldt was chofen to re- 
prefent Holland. All were aflembled in a great hall pro'<» The con* 
vided for that purpofe, and the firft day was fpent in ex- 
amining their reciprocal powers, in v/hich a variety of dif- 
Acuities occurred. We lhall only mention, that the 
deputies demanded whether the ambaffadors propofed treat- 
ing^with them, as the reprefentatives of a free ftate ? To 
fvhiyh they were anfwered in the affirmative. They next 
enquired by what right the archduke retained the arms 
of the provinces, if he propofed refigning the fovereignty? 

*To which it was replied, that he was dirciSted in this par- 
ticular by the praftice of otheft princes, the king of Spain 
1 retaining the arms and title of king of Jerufak^n^ th(? 

Xprench king thofe of Bavaria^ and the king of Englandy 
the arms and title of fovereign of France^ though they 
pofefTed not a foot of land in thofe countries. A few days 
after the Dutch deputies produced a fchedule of ihe par- 
ticular privileges they demanded, and the forin»of refig- 
nation required. The Flemijh ambafl'adors declined giv- 
ing an anfwer, but fent the writing to Brujfels ; and re- 
ceived the archduke’s confent, that this article (hould be 
granted, agreeable to the defire of the ftates general, in 
hopes that an equivalent might be obtainsd relative to 
the commerce of the Indies, The facility with which 
an article of fuch importance was given up, created fuf- 
picions in the ftates, that either the archduke was not 
lincere, or that the congrefs would prove fruitlefs, on ac- 
count of extraordinary demands touching fomc other 
points though in fa^it proceede d an extreme de- 

fire of terminating wafi whicftnaSe^ally exhaufted 
Spi^ and the ten provinces. 

The next object was a general armiftice, reftitution 
and compinfation of Ioffes ; articles which were without 
difficulty adjufted, by leaving matters in their prefent fitu- 
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ation ; but- it was more delicate and dubious with refpe^l 
to commerce. Both equally afFeded the cxtcnfive trade 
of thb Eaji Indies ; they had eaj:h too long experienced 
the advantages of this commerce, to refign any part of it 
without relmStance. The diredors of the EaJl India com- 
pany were deeply concerned in thfj iflue of this article, 
and they made the ftrongeft rcmonftrances to the ftates 
general and the deputies. Four days were taken up wtth 
the fing^e article of commerce ; the debates were warm and 
fpirited, but nothing was determined. At length the 
Dutch deputies declared, that only the acceptance uf one 
of three propofals they had to make, could terminate the 
difpute. The firft was, that the provinces, in conlcquence 
of a peace, fliould ever have tree leave to trade to the 
Indies j the fecond, that they fhould have liberty, in con- 
fequence of a truce, for a certain number ol years ; or 
that at leaft there fliould be peace on this fide the tropics, 
and both nations left to promote their feveral interefts by 
arms on the other fide the line. This lail prop^fition 
was made, becaufe the Hdlanders knew themfelves ereatly< 
fuperior by fea, and the Indian princes in general diigufted 
at the Portuguefe govexnmtnt. Two of thc^fe propofitions 
weie immediately rejedtd 5 the one being diredtly con- 
tiary to an exprefs mftiU(?ion, that the commerce with 
the Indies (bould on no account be allowed to the provin- 
ces ; and the other to the inclinations of the archduke,, 
which determined him to have the peace general, or the 
congrefb diflolved. As to the fecond propofal, the ambafla- 
dors declared they would accept it with this rcftridtion, 
that the %tes fliould agree to renounce the h^dtu trade 
at the expiration of the truce. But this was refufed, and 
the anibafladors defired that t le article of commerce might 
be deferred until others were adjufted. 

Next the Duuh deputies demanded a lift of the ar- 
ticles of whic];i the ambafladors propofed treating ; but this 
was denied, until they confemed that no advantage would 
be taken of omiflions, and that whatever fliould happen 
to be forgot, might not be excluded. The deputies fet 
the example, and gave 111 a lift of their propofitions, con- 
tained in twenty-eight diftind articles. They were fol- 
lowed by a fii nilar cat^ gue e xtiibit ed by the ambafladors 
in feven ai ticlt:iv*^£f?^ftcipaf^*^?{iich turned upon reli- 
gion j but they were exprefled fo equivocally, and arranged 
with fo little method, as aflbrded a large field for cavil- 
ling. With this writing they prefented a reqtieft, that 
the fldtes would draw out a fcl.eme of the European and 
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Indian commerce, which they would tranfmit to the courts 
of Brujjih and Madridy provided it contained nothing ' 
which appeared too fevere to the catholic kin^ and 
the archduke. The pr^pofal was- accepted, the writing 
prepared, and a demand made, that both parties fhould 
reciprocally depoiit a certain fum in Spain and Holland^ as 
fecurity for the perfcITmance of their engagements. The 
articles were firft examined at the congrefs, and debated 
wath much warmth. Ricardot in particular was fo af- 
feded with the infolence of the deputies, that he (hed 
tears, and lamented the unhappy (ituation of Spain, which 
reduced a great monarchy to the neceffity of temporizing 
with a iet of burghers and merchants. Spimla managed 
his temper with more addrefs, and to his condudl it was 
owing that the congrefs had not broke up long before. 
Neyen was difpatched to Brabant and Spain, with the 
fcheme of commerce, which now received confiderable 
amendment ; but ftill the bill was too har(h, and long re- 
je£led by the proud ftomachs of the Spaniards, who could 
not make conceflions with any grace, to thofe whom they 
'tifed to. command. Thefe propofals met with a variety 
of obftruSions at the court of Madrid, and Neycn^s long 
Hay, renderecj.jit neceffary to prolong the armiftice to the 
. end of the year. 

About this time the /fatea general received advice of 
faegotiations carried on at the court of France, which al- 
moft determined them to break off the conferences preci- 
pitately. While Neyen continued at Madrid, don Pedro 
de Toledo was fent to Paris, to engage Henry in the intereft 
of Spain, and thereby deftroy the fruits of the whole nc- 
gotiatiorr at the Hague. Philip could not be prevailed on 
to acknowledge the freedom of the provinces, unlefs they 
previoufly renounced the commerce of the Indies ; but 
finding that the French monarch was deaf to all his propo- 
fals, he concealed his reiiciments, in hopes^ of obtaining 
his ends by dint of addrefs and refined policy. At laft, 
the ambafTadors declared on the 20th of Aiiguft, that their 
final inftruflions refpe£fing the three great points of reli- 
gion, liberty, and commerce, were arrived : that his ca- 
tholic majefty was refolved to acknowledge the freedom of 
the provinces, upon no other conditions, than that they 
IhouM re-eftabliih tl^, caj^hpHc r elj gioq ,.^ ^ ^d renounce the 
India commerce. porf WiT deeJimtIbn they retired, leav- 

the deputies to deliberate upon an anfwer with the 
ftates general, the council of ftate, prince Maurice, and 
fFilliam of Najfau. Having communicated the propofai to 
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Ae foreign ambafladors at the Hagut^ it was refolded that 
the negotiation was at an end; and a manifefto was pub^ 
liflied on the 23d, in which, after enumerating all the 
tran(a£lion$ of the congrefs, the ^whole blame of the con* 
fequfjicesr that might enfue from a rupture of the treaty 
•was thrown upon Philip and the archduke. The m:mi« 
fe(fo was delivered to the Spanijh mirliilers, who complained 
loudly of the manner in which they were treated. They 
then demanded an audience of the ftates general, and 
obtained it on the 27th. Here they propofed a truce for 
a certain number of years ; and the ftates general accepted 
the oftVr, on condition, however, that the fovereignty and 
freedom of the province Ihould be acknowledged during 
and at the expiration of the truce. This exceeded the 
powers of the ambaffadors ; but they remitted the propo* 
fal to Brujfels^ and received for anfwer, that what the ftates 
demanded, could only be granted on their renouncing the 
commerce of India^ and eftablifliing the catholic religion 
in all the provinces ; that however the archduke had for« 
warded their propofitions to the court of Spain^ expected 
an anfwer in a few days, and hoped the ambalFadors mighH 
in the mean while be permitted to refide at the Hague, 
In this manner the truce was fpun out (o the end of 
September, 

In the mean time prince who never approved 
of the negotiation, apprehencing that a truce at ]eai{ 
would enfue, Ihould the Spaniards relax in their con*, 
ditions, fent a circular letter to all the magiilrates of the 
cities. This letter was dated the 21ft of September^ and 
tended to alienate the minds of the people from the truce 
in agitation. In the arguments urged on this bccafion, 
it was eafy to difeern the politician, the patriot, and at 
the fame time the afpiring prince. His reafoning was cal* 
culated to the good of his country. Fie ftrenuoufly op* 
pofed the reft(^racion of popery, and alTerted the fovereignty 
of the provinces ; but he at the fame time artfully en* 
Ilamed the minds of the people, and rendered them averfe 
to peace, pollibly with a view to his own intereft. Ccr* 
tain it is, that the truce propofed was ncceflary to both 
parties, and would have proved beneficial, could it be ob- 
tained on equitable conditions. Maurice however feeme(| 
averfe to it upoi^.jfl3Uj8^; perhaps more the 

intereft of to iSve coStIuded a perpetual 

treaty of peace. [ 

On the 24th of September ^ the ambafTadors gave no« 
tice to the ftates^ that they were now impoweredT to treat 

* with 
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with the provinces as a free republic, and conclude a truce 
for feven years, during which, both parties fhould freely 
trade to each other’s dominions in Europe^ retain what 
they now poffelTed, and feafe from all adts of hoftility. 
They aclcnowledged however, that the archduke ^^as not 
aiithorifed by the catholic king, to grant thefe cohditions ; 
but that he hoped toilet them ratified. The propofal 
was communicated through the channel of the French^ 
En^UJh^ and Brandenburgh ambafladors ; but it was rejedled, 
unlefs the fovereignty of the ftates was abfolutely acknow- 
ledged without reftriftion, and free leave granted to trade 
to the Indies. As fuch conceffions exceeded the powers 
of Spinola and his colleagues, the conferences broke up, 
and the ambafTadors took their leave, their time being ex- 
pired. At parting, Ricardot afliircd the flates, that the 
archduke had adted with the utmoft fincerity throughout 

( the negotiation ; he blamed their obftinacy, exhorted the 
ftates to refledl ferioufly on the conditions they rejedfed, 
which they might probably hereafter not be able to obtain 
hy iytreaty and folicitations ; and he concluded with fay- 
that they mull be refponfible for all the confequent 
/icftufion of chriftian blood, Ihould the war be refumed. 
The ambaffadof was anfwered by the penlioner Barneveldt^ 
who inftanced, as a proof of the fincerity of the ftates 
^general, their refufal to enter upon the conferences, until 
4 iheir fovereignty was acknowledged. He concluded with 
retorting the allegation, that they would be refponfible 
for the future efFufion of blood, fince the feverity of the 
Spanijh councils firft kindled the war. The tyranny of 
Philip II. furniftied the fuel, and the pride and inflexibi- 
lity of Philip III. prevented its being extinguilhc^, at a 
time when all the combuftible materials were already con- 
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fumed 

Soon after the departure of the ambafladors, it was iiationof 
difeovered, that Ricardot had either forgot oq, defig nedly 
left at his lodgings, the original inftruSions<given the 
Spanijh minifters. This the ftates publilhed, with a long 
comment in their own vindication, though pofterity have 
juftly conftrued the inllruSions to their prejudice. In 
every line the archduke’s pacific intentions were apparent, 
an^ nothing but the faftidious and infolent demands of the 
ftates, their cavillings ^uennur^ condu6l, ^ 


*^Grot. lib. xvli. Bavdivs, lib. Hi. Meursivs, Rer, j 

Belg. lib. V. MfiTBREN, lib. xxx. Lb Cj.brc« lib. viii. Cla- 
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would have prevented the eftablifhment of a truce, on the 
« fame terms it was afterwards obtained. All the foreign 
minifters would feem to be of this opinion. They coii- 
currtid in preiling the ftates at leaft to conclude a truce; and 
the prei\;ient Jeannin^ in particular, enforced his advice 
with a variety of arguments. When the ftates obje£led 
that no dependence could be placedcn the promifes of the 
Spaniards^ who had fo often violated their engagements, he 
replied, that his mailer, the king of France^ would guarai^ee 
the treaty, attack the violators with all his forces, and fup- 
port with all his might that prudence and perfeverance 
which enabled an oppreiled people to treat with their fove* 
reign on the footing of a free republic. 
fherepuB* It has already been frequently intimated that the pro- 
Uediwd- vInces were divided into two faiSlions, one of which totally 
id into rejefied the truce, and every propofal that did not immedi- 
fartiif, ately contribute to the eftabli(hment of a folid and lafting 
peace. At the head of this party was prince Maurice y . 
whofe intereft and afpiring views made him, it is alledged,) 
prefer war to the moft advantageous terms of accomn^pda-j 
tion. It was however dangerous to profefs himfclf ai|| 
enemy to the tranquillity of his country; he therefore) 
chofc the fafer method of obtaining bis ends, by arguing 
againft the confequences of the truce, fcnfibtb that Spain and 
the archduke were not yqjt fufiicicntly humbled to grant' 
peace on the terms the ftates would demand. Bameveldtl 
was the oracle of the other faflion ; he entered warmly in-<^ 
to the opinion of the French ambaflador, and thought a 
truce ought not to be rejeiled, bccaufe perpetual peace 
could not be obtained ; it would, at leaft, afford the 
provincec a breathing, to enable them to renew the war 
with redoubled vigour. He penetrated into all Maurice^s 
views, and reprefented in the ftrongeft colours the danger 
of fervitude to a family, whofe patriot! fm was only a cloak 
to their ambition. Libels and pafquinades, calculated to 
blow yp the /parks of civil diiTenfion, were every day pub- 
lifhed ; nor did the Orange party fcruple to tax the kings of 
France and England with felfifh views, in recommending a 
truce which could not be rigidly obferved ; which in confe- 
quence would involve the provinces in numberlefs cala« 
mities, and thereby prove beneficial to the commerce of 
France and E njfia^ . A n um^r pF anonymous betters, 
threatening h/fWlf^*vPlfre received by Barne* 

veldt^ all of which he laid before the ftates, faying, |4iat 
tho’ he defpifed the anger of the great, and the refentment 
of the deluded vulgar, while he was conlcious df faithfully 

• performing 
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performing tfte duty pwed to his country j yet he could • 

WifK t<> refign eil employ tmnt wMch he found rendered 
him odious. With theJe words he (Quitted the afleftbly, 
and was foon followed by deputies, lent to e^^ort him 
not to abandon the ftate at this critical jun£lure, when hia 
ability and iiuegiily wye nioft wanted. Upon refutnihi. the 
functions pf penfionery^ he reprefented in the ni'oft lively 
terms the advantages deduciblc from the . fuccours offered 
by*the two kings, and the regard which ought to he fliewn 
to their fentiments j .he gave in an exa£t calculation of the 
iupplies necelTary for the profecution of the war ; he re^ 
futed all the objedtions made to the truce ; and by the 
weight of his influence, the fpirit and flrength of his argu- 
ments, brought over the province of to the opinion 

of the fiyc other provinces, which had declared in favour of 
the truce. X^aland alone, fwayed by private motives, on 
account of the rich captures made during the war, and the 

I influence of Midurice^ remained deaf to all terms of accom- 
modatipn. The difpute grew high, tne Zealanders infixing 
that^o conclude a truce without their content would be 
i diredl infradlion of the union of Vtreclt \ and the others 
Iremonftrating upon the injuftice of one province's giving 
law to all the cihers^* v 

In thefe dilputes the year was Ipun out, without any A. D« 
pjogrefs made, cither in the proTecution of the war, or of a i6cg. 
'^temporary pacification. However Barnc'Veidt^ and the fo- Theanje* 
-reign minifters, laboured with fo much zeal and affiduity, re?2ces re* 
that they prevailed on the archduke to prolong the ar- 
ihittice, and fend deputies to confer with the French r-zicp 

Enghjh ambaffadors at Jntiverp, Here it was t^e great 
point was gained, of again renewing the conferences with 
the ftates general of the United Provinces^ then afi’embled 
J 5 ergen*op-Zoom. In the end, the conferences were re- 
moved to the Hague ; and, after lubduingAinfinite obftruc- 
tions, a truce tpr twelve years W'as concluded A the ninth 
of Aprils ratified on the i4tb, then publlfheo in all the 
towns of the Netherlands^ and joyfully received by the ma- 

S of the people, dpecially of the Span/^ provinces, Irr 
r(l article of the treaty the archduke, in his own, an4 
the king of Spain snamcy acknowledged the United Proviaeesj, 
reiapunced all claim to fovereignty pver them, but in fuch 
generaftenns as *^^n the ferond 

a truce for twelve years, by fea and land, through all the 
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dominions of both parties, was concluded. By the third 
article the parties Were to remain in pofl'effion of what they 
now held, without ceffion or exchange. In the fourth a 
general acinefty was ftipulated, and full freedom of trade by 
iea and land to each others dominions granted. This ne- 
ceflarily implied a ceiTation of hoftilitjes in the Indies ; how- 
ever, great debates afterwards arofe upon this account. 
Spain obferving the rapid progrefs of the Hollanders in the 
India trade, apprehended they would foon become too pow- 
erful in that quarter ; and the Dutch were willing to main- 
tain the advantage of their fuperiority. Both, for this 
reafon, difputed the article ; yet it could not be fet afide 
without deftroying the whole treaty, and the fruits of all 
their laboured conferences. The fifth article regulated the 
imports, and duties to be paid by the fubje£ls of the arch- 
duke and the ftates, trading to each others dominions, 
which were to be on the fame footing with thofe of other 
nations. The archduke ufed his utmoft endeavours to haveft 
the duties at Lillo^ on the Scheldt aboliflied, and the coi^-» 
merce of Antwerp reftored to its former grandeur j buf thisf 
was fo diametrically oppofite to the intereft of the Hol^ 
landers^ that it was impoflible it Ibould ever take place.^ 
The fixth and feventh articles likewife re^*arded commer- 
cial affairs j but it would be ui\neccflary to dwell on parti^. 
culars ; fufficient it is that the truce was mutually benefi- 
cial, Spain being no longer in condition to fupport the war^^' 
and the Hollanders having obtained the end of all their def*^^ 
perate refiftance and invincible perfeverance in the caufe 
of liberty. Philip of Najfau was of all men the greatefb 
gainer fty the truce ; as, in confequence, he entered into 
pofiefiion of all his paternal eftates in the Spanijh Nether-- 
lands and Burgundy ; while the ftates rewarded the faithful 
fervices of Maurice with a penfion of 25,000 florins, to bc;^. 
paid annually out of the public treafury, befides an ap- 
pointment of 60,000 francs as governor-general. Penfions 
were likewife fettled on the other princes of the houfe 
of Najfau : all were gratified in a manner that demon- 
ftrated the high fenfe the republic had of their merit, though 
they might poffibly be difappointed in their great defign of 
raifing prince Maurice to fovereign authority. In this man- 
ner was a blogjjv^te^ous w ar te rminated, which hjid more 
than once aimolttofeh/y vfJtffllgUliikd every fpark of free- 
dom and the proteftant religion in the Seven United Pro^ 
vinces*. The fortune of the ftates on this occafioff ad-< 

* Scriptores citat. ibid. p. 18, &; 662. Edam Baud. tom. iii. 
fubfin. 

mirably 
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Itxirably d!(plays how courage, condud:, and perfeverance, 
however baffled and difappointed, will, in the end, ^ rile 
I'uperior to misfortune, and^ triumph over every adverfary. 

S E.C T. VIL 

Containing the religious difputes among the protejlants 
of the United Provinces ; the treaty with the 
Moorilh prince of Tetuan \ the difputes about the 
fuccejjion to the duchy of Clevcs \ in a word^ all the 
civil and political tranfaSlions of the new republic^ to 
the expiration of the truce in the year 1621. 


O C A R C E had the United Provinces tailed the fweets of Religious 
liberty and peace, when religious difputes arofe, to dfputesin 
lllight the felicity procured by obftinate valour and invin* Holland. 
(IbTe refolution. fames Arminiusy of Oudewatery in the pro- 
vince of Hollandy Aril a minifter of the gofpel ztAm/ierdamy 
ind afterwards profeilbr at Leydeuy gave birth to a new fedl. 

Ailed after his name, whofe principles were founded 
(ugon dodlrines as old as the belief of a fupreme being. The . 
was, however, in his time firftdiftinguiflied, and his dif- 


ripks iligmatized as deferters from the followers of Calvin* 
They aiKrted free-agency; they fpoke ambiguoufly of God's 
"^j^lefcience j they deemed the do£lrine of the Trinity not ef- 
«4iuKial to falvation ; many of them affirmed that the I'cripture 
requires no adoration of the Holy Ghoji ; and all, that fefus 
is not equal lo God the father : in a word, they regarded the 
creed of St. Athanafius as the unintelligible, unmeaning 
comment on an incomprehenlible myftery. Thefc tenets 
were adopted by great numbers of the learned in Hollandy 
the other proteftant provinces, and in Germany ^ but they 
had not been publickly taught from the profeflbrial ohair 
before the elevation of Arminius to that office. Mod divines 


whQhad received their education at Genevoy or in the Paki* 
tindtey brought with them from thence the doctrine of pre- 
deftinatioq \ a violent conteft arofe between the parties ; 
fvnods and religious conference were held in divers places i 
tne Ilatesb interpofed, and theje hjef pa rfpns Qi;j^e republic 
erpoufed either ArTniniui^'^GormafhsJ^^o were the leaders 
of th^e factions; for fuch in reality they ought to be 
eiteemedt Religion was only the pretext, policy was the 
fource. of thoft impure and bitter inveAives poured out on 
both iidcs. The prince of Ormnge and Barneveldt feized this 
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opportunity of venting their mutual animofity, which noV 
Vf9$ greatly augmented by the credit which ihc penfioner 
acquired from accomph(hing thg truce 'with the archduke5 
in defpib' 6£ all the endeavours of the houfe of Najfatu 
In all contiovcrfies it i$, difficult to aillLere to the original 
point in diTpute ; it is particulady (!b in religious conttfls, 
where probably both parties are rcafoning upon what ex- 
ceeds the Ilmira of their u’ndcrftanding. The frtialleft devi- 
ation leads into a gic:>ter, and at laft the difputants end 
in fomething which has not the finailefi relation to the 
fitft fub|edl of debate. Thus it was that a quarrel among 
obfeure divines, about points which neither could deter- 
mine, became the bone of contention aniong the leading 
perfonages in the provinces, and laid the Aril conception of 
a humour that has ever fince' remained lurking in the confti- 
tution of the (fate, breaking out upon all revolutions, and 
laying the foundation of that difunion and difeord, which 
will probably terminate one day in the total fubverfion ol 
the republic. It would be impoffibic to exhibit a ju^ \dt2 
of ihife difputes, without running into theological difqul- 
fitions, equally fruitlefs to a reader, and inconfiilent with 
hiftorical narration. Sufficient it is, that neither party 
was co/ivinced, though the neceffities of the (late madc^d 
them for fojne time filent ; and. that the Arniiniam^ though 
leaft numerous, were however extremely formidable, on ac-. 
count of the weight, influence, and abiJiry of their leaders*. 
7 reaty WjTH refpeft to civil aftairs, the objeft of greateft cotr- 
njLiththt fequence, was, to pufli with all imaginable vigour the ad 
emperorof vantage which the provinces in general might deduce from 
Morocco, this interval of tranquillity ; for, during the war^ trade was 
altogether confined to Holland and Zealand, With this 
view the ftates ordered that 150 Moors^ taken on board 
Spanijh captures, Ihould be returned without ranfom, and 
preferited jp the emperor of Morocco^ in confideiation of 
the civilities (hewn by that prince to Hemfkhli^ fleet fome 
years before ; and to obtain certain commercial privileges 
^jkQr.his dominions. Two (hips of war were accordingly fent^ 
Inlander captain Hermanfin to the coaft of Africa^ havipg <>n 
board, the prifoners, and a prefent of fbnie <black 

cattle frpqi prince Maurice totthe emperor. The prefents 
were well ^he JmmunUies required, granted ; 

and a p-opofuion maae'Vr^ecflTihg war jointly againft the 
king of Spain^ which the Dutch civilly declined, urgirg in 
excufe the late truce. This propofal was made by an alcaide, 

• Mister EN, lib. xxxii. di Clerc, lib. ix. 

who 
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who. returned with the fleet to Holland: 'Th^.MooriJh envoy, 
perceiving the ftates were ayerfe to war, oftcred to fake part 
of their fleet into pay ; but this was iikewife refuf.d,*and, 
to qualify his difappointitient, the ambafT^dor loaded 
with prelcnts, and difmifleil, with the ftrongeft proteftations 
of refpefl: and veneration for his mafter. 

The next year was ufhered in by, an event which had Tbefrttee 
almoft fruftrated the intention of the late treaty with Spain broke by 
artd the archduke, and involved in a frelh war a^ the pro- the death 
vinces* of the Netherlands. Piincc fobn duke i,{cfthduke 

Clevis and fuKerSy dying without iflue-ma’e, his dominions ^Clcves. 
deVo’ved upon his fillers, in whofe right the eleitor of 
Brandenbttrghy and duke of Newburgh, demanded the fuc- 
cefSon. Several other competitors like wife appeared ; but 
thefe were the chief. The ejetflor applied to the French 
king and the Dutch, to fupport his pretenfions '; the duke of 
Newburgh to the king of Spain and the archduke. At firft 
I the contention lay between the houfe of Saxony on the one 
1 fide ; and the houfe^ of Brcindcnhurgb, and Nr.iburgh, on the 
lother. Divers conferences were held to adjuft the claims 
Vof the candidates amicably, hut they proved fruillcfs. The 
^archduke, newly refpirin'g after a tedious war, had no incli* 

Illation to invoh.w himfclf in frefh d.fputes, in which he was 
^Jtopcrly no party j but it was his intcreft to provide that the 
" Dutch mould take no advatitagd of his pacific inclinations, 
and, under pretence of affifting the elcclor of Brandenourgh, 

Tcize upon thofe places in the difputed . territory which 
lay moft convenient to the provinces. The emperor claimed 
right of deciding, the difpute, but Henry IV, did not 
chufe that the houfe of Aujlria fhould have any’acgefiio.i of 
dominion *or power. However, the former adjudt^cd the 
duchies, under certain limitations, to the houfe of Saxony j 
and the afialfination of Henry, by Ravillacy happened before 
that monarch had taken any me.ifurcs to oppofe the imperial 
Verdift. Still the court of France efpoufed ^hc princes, 
and encouraged the ftates general to undertake the JiTege pf 
fullers, to which they were follcittd by the eleftor of 
' Brandenhurgh. Dutch writers allcdgc, that the. ftates deter- 
mined upon this meafure With rcludlance, apprehending it , 
tnight Be deemed an infraflion of the truce ; but they were 
cqpipelled to it by Maurice, vAiok warlike, ambitious mihd 
eagerly fought a rupmipe, f hi^which his ta- 

lents (hone with fuch luftre. Accordingly, with 1^,000 
fo# and 300c horfe, he traverfed Spanijh Guelderland with- 
out offering the fmalleft violence to the inhabitants, the 
fubjedls of the archduke Albert \ and fate dowm bef jro 
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yuliers. After a vigorous defence, the city capitulated hy 
the fecond day of SepUmier^ and was garrifoned by DuUb 
forceps, under the pretext it (hould be requeftered in the 
bands of the ftates until the^difpute might be finally 
decided, c jflbert regarded this tranfadiion as an infradbon 
of the truce. He perceived that the ftates, aduated by am- 
bition, relied too much on his pacific intentions. He there-^ 
forO determined to venture the whole ftate of Flanders rather 
than fufier fuch an encroachment on right, and addi^on 
to the power and dominion of rebel provinces, not yet 
declared free, but treated with as free and fovereign ; a 
middle diftin£tion made in the lace treaty, by way of falvo 
to the pride of the court of Spain, He firft demanded fo- 
Icmn reftitution of the town of Jtdiers^ in the name of 
the duke of Newburgh ^ but obtaining only (hufRing, dila- 
tory anfwers, an army was aflembled under Spinola. As 
the dates had ftrongly garrifoned their late acquifition, 
they were under no apprehenfions about the deftination of ' 
this army, not doubting but it was intended againft ; 
in which the archduke would find himfelf dirappo^ced.j 
The mafterly conduA, however, of Spinola threw the pro-^ 
vInces into the utmoft confternation. After approaching! 
within fight of JuUers^ he wheeled r^und fuddenly/: 
inarched to Wefeh and took it before the Dutch army coulqV 
come to its relief. Thw town was ftrong by nature^ 
The arch^ and art ; it was clnimed by the duke of Branaenburghy as*'a 
duke and dependency on the duchy of Cleves, but was held bv the in- 
repuhlica- habitants under the proteflion of the ftates general. Not 
Jefs aftonifiied than awed by the fuccefs’of a bold attempt, 
conciled, y^hich opened a way to the invafion of the provinces, the 
applied to the mediation of England and France^ and 
at laft accommodated matters with the archduke by more 
abje£t conceilions than they had ever before made in their 
moft adverfe circumftances. ^ this one fpirited ftroke, 
Albert regained the reputation loft from the terms granted in 
the late treaty, and the ftates were juftly chafiifed and 
mortified for that infolent carriage (hewn towards fovereign 
princes, and crowned heads, once their mafters • 

ThereVigi- The 'appearance of a rupture with the archduke cooled 
OHS dif- for a while the ardor of fadion and religious controverfy in 
putes a- the United Provinces, Np (boner was the truce re-cftab]i(h- 
gain re- cd, than the civil^d i v j Cons broke out with redoubled ftren^th 
newed, and vehemeneV. their perfecqtion 

of tbe Armnian diftenters \ they were pulhed on by^^the 
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houfo of Qrangii fometifiies pcpteded by the ftates, and op- 
pofed chiefly by Barnevildt^ Grotius^ Vojpui^ the learned in 
general^ and the magiftrates of cities in which their influ- 
ence prevailed. Arminiu^j on his firft elevation to the pro- 
feilbrihipy behaved with the utmofl moderation ; die ferupu- 
loufly avoided giving offence, but was, in courfe of lec- 
turings forced to advtnce opinions which roufed the indig- 
nation of the Gormarijis^ who watched the opportunity of 
refuniffig the difputes. His do£lrines were oppofed, and 
he defended them with great temper and ability. The bed 
pens in Holland^ or indeed in Europe^ were employed in his 
vindication. Grotius and Vojftus both embarked deeply in 
the caufe ; and the Leyden profeflbr became the head of a 
faction of which he was but an inconiid enable member. 

In feme towns the Arminian clergy were imprifoned or ex- 
pelled, in others the Gormarjfis. Synods met in all the pro- 
vinces, public difputations were maintained, and both par- 
ties rather confirmed in their opinions than convinced of 
their errors. The fufpenfion of the clergy naturally led to A. D. 
an^nquiry into the rights and powers of the magiftrates, i6ii. 
this into the prerogatives of the lieutenants or ffadtholders 
of the feveral provinces, and that into the fovereign right of 
the provincial Jlates and dates general. A queffion purely 
fpeculative became now a matter of the utmoft confequence 
to liberty. The Arminiaus were reprefented as fecret friends 
^o Spainy and enemies to the privileges of their country ; 
the people were inflamed, prince Maurice was raifed to a 
* greater height of popularity than he ever before obtained, 

^and being at the head of the army, and fupported by the 
multitude, he ventured upon fome bold and dangerous al- 
teration^in the civil government ; changing the magiftrates 
of cities at pleafure, {o as to obtain a majority in the provin- 
cial ftates, and confequently in the ftates general. The 
firft contefted eledion of magiftrates was at Leuwarde in 
Frifelandf where the magiftrates, legally ch^fen, were de- 
pofed, and fupplanted by others nominated by the p^pqlace. 

The next was at Utrechty where the diviflons ran high in 
proportion to the number of the people. Theburgomafters 
were difliked, and complaints were made of their afliiming 
an authority inconfiftent wjth the laws ; promifes of fpeedy 
redrefs were given $ but the populace wanted morei They 
demanded the autlwity,. and by^^a violent election of 
burgomafters ufurpJST the Civil goveThment. Soge- 

il^ral was. this tumult, that even tlie Roman catholics took 
up arms, and inflfted upon the free exercife of their religion, ‘ 
though e^prefsly prohibited by the union of Utreckty in 
• P 4 which 
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which all Other Opinions befides are licenfedi 
knee of fadion ran to a dangetdus height, 
atter\f}ed by deputies from the ftates general^ repaired to 
Vtrechu in order to reftore the tranquillity of the city hut, 
inliead meeting with the refpeft his quality,, hia office, 
and his merit, demanded, he was grofsly infulted, and 
forced to retire precipitately* Thlfe determined the ftates 
general to afiemble at fVoerde^ and to furngion the proving 
cial ftates of Utrecht and prince Maurice before thorn. 
After long deliberation, no re medies, adequate to the dif- 
cafe, could be found j the ftates of Utrecht were therefore 
difmified^ with a ferious exhortation to apply themfelves vi- 
goroufly to the tuppicilion of riots and tumults, which 
might probably terminate in an.irchy, and the deftruSion of 
ail government, unlets fcalonably prevented. It is difficult 
to find the caufe of the commotions in Utrecht ; they 
would feem to be a confequence of the original difpute 
between Arminim and Gormarus ; but then the parties, in 
the heat and zeal of controverfy, had changed opinions j 
and Maurtce was infuUed by the very populace by wfaoQi he | 
was adored^. ' 

A. D. V/hen the provincial ftates of Utrecht returned, they re- , 
| 6 i 2 . ported the cenfures pail'ed on their condu^ by the ftatea,^ 
Cr:nf?teu- general ; Which fo enraged the populace, that, flying to. 
ens at U arm 5 , they committed a thoufand diforders, rioted ajpout, 
trecr.t. raifed fuch tumults as the new magiftraies could ndt 

appeafe. Upon this the burghers were ordered to fend four 
deputies to attend the ftates at the Hague^ with the Tub-” 
miffion of the inhabitants of Utrecht. It was added, that iP- 
thfcy preferred the ftates Ihould fit rather at Utrecht than the 
Hogne^ A'lcir inclination ftiould be gratified, prcfvided the 
ga.rnfon was reinforced with four more companies of fol- 
'diers, to fupprefs diibrders, and protect the aflembly againft 
infults. All thefe admonitions and conceffions produced no 
effeft. Thq Utrechters remained obftinate, and the flattja 
talked of laying fiege to the city. Previous, however, to 
violent meafiires, thcy_publilhed a circular letter, addrefled 
to all the provincial ftates of the union, acquainting tb^ 
of the tranfadions at Utrecht^ and requiring their advice 
and alliftance. Meantime a body of forces bad orders to . 
file ’ off towards l/jfwA/. At firft the magiftraces laughed 
at the morion ihc ar my ; the^y jmaained the ftates avoufil 
never puifi matters to cAffcSflBties^ they no fconcr be- 

0 
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tekf the r!ty almoft tompletcly invefted, than they changed 
' their tone) and befoughc the magiftrates of Amjlardam to in- 
terpofe a^tfiediators. In tonfequence, a kind of reconci- 
liation was cffefted, and nhe Vtrechters were punifhed, by 
depofing the new magiflrates, and reftoring tliofe^ho had 
been expelled by the people. Thus ended, without efFu- 
iion of blood, a tutnulr which might have endangered the 
fafety of the commonwealth, had not the government a£led 
wiflii great ipirit and refolution. 

With rcfpcft to the clergy, their difputcs became purely Thereligi^ 
political. It was debated. How far the fovereign authority ous 
might interpofe in ecclefiaftical affairs ? Whether the clergy puns now 
might not, in confcience, be under the neccffity of preach- become po^ 
ing dodrines contrary to the legiflative power i Whether 
the fovereign authority has power to afl’emble the clergy, 
and to chufe the members of the aflembly ? Whether the 
ecclefiaftical fynods are fubjedt to the fovereign power ? 
and, admitting they are. Whether by that means the fove- 
Ircign is not made arbitrary over the confciences of the fub- 
i The parties came to be diftinguiffaed by the appel- 
lations of Remouilrants, and Contra-Remonftrants. Libels^ 
^afquinades, and violent iiivedlives, mutually enflamed their 
i2)ir.ts. At Utificht fa(Elions were renewed ; and it was vi- 
Uible the people only watched an opportunity to fubvert the 
government, and refiore rfieir 'own favourites to the ma- 
gitlracy. This induced the ftates general to inveft the 

f jpuncil of ftate with authority to exaft a frefh oath of fidc- 
ity from the magiftrates, burghers, and other inhabitants. 

■fThe populace were now exafperated to the higheft pitch. 

They knew thcmfclves guilty of fedition j by the oath re- 
quired thSy became guilty of perjury. They* formed 
the projedl of gaining pofleftion of the garrifon, com- 
manded by the chevalier Ogle^ appointed to that truft by 
prince Erne/i of NaJJau, Canter and Helfdingeny the perfons 
raifed to the magiftraev in the late tumults, entered into 
the'confpiracy \ and all bound thehifelves ^ tfh oath*to fe- 
crecy, and- fidelity to their engagements. By fome means, 

^ however, their defign tranfpired j fome of the conlpirators 
were feized, put to the torture, and an ample difeovery 
obtained. The two chiefs were banifhed for life, and for- 
bi^ at the peril of their lives, ever fettmg fdot in the 
.United '•Provinces. Se^al of ..|he^onfpiratAtf were con-t 
deitined to death ; ^t. afterwai^ reprieved, and par- 
doif^d. 

As the controverfy could never be decided by arguments, 
where each* party built upon the authority of the facred 

• writings, t 
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^ writings, the cont'ra-remojnftrants folicited the ftates 
jieral for a national fynod to fit under the direction of the 
Aates ; they granted the requeft, as the moft probable me- 
thod of terminating difputes ; but were oppofed by the pro- 
vincial ^ftates of Holland and Utrecht. Thus, not only the 
ecclefiaftica), but the civil government was divided. Bame^ 
veldt faw the ruin that impended^ and he endeavoured to 
divert it, by propofing certain ecclefiaftical laws to be con- 
firmed by the ftates. This fcheme was projedied fec^eral 
years before, but never carried into execution. It was now 
approved by a variety of members of the ftates of HoUand^ 
but rejeSed by others, until the religious controverfy 
ihould be firft decided. Whatever was done before this 
event, would, it was urged, be premature, and the laws 
would have the approbation only of one party. Barneveldty 
however, meant to filence all difputarion by the force of 
laws ; but this was contrary to the intereft and views of the^ 
Orange faflion, who made a handle of the propofal, to the , 
prqudice of that great ftatefman and patriot. He was aci 
cuied of dangerous defigns upon religion ; notwithftandin|^ 
which he carried his point in the province of Utrecht^ and 
was in a fair way ot fubduing the rage of facSion **. 
Rotterdam matters went othcrwife. OmjSifelins^ 
contra*remonftrant, ftirred up the people by his reditiou^\ 
harangues. He preached' that®it was unlawful to commu- 
nicate with the remonftrants 5 he was admonifbed to mo3c- 
racion by the magiftrates, but in vain. He was exhorted to ^ 
hold a conference with his opponents, and to compromile 
their differences amicably, but to no purpofe; he refufed^’ ^ 
appear,^ and , continued his inflammatory harangues from 
the pulpit. The magiftrates publifbed a proclamation, de- 
claring, that neither they nor the remonftrants were the 
authors cf thofe faftions which difturbed the public trSn- 
quiJli^, and forbidding the people to credit the calumnies 
pubiifned agatnft the clergy. At laft it became neceflary to 
fufpetid Gijflius. He was accordingly forbid to preach vf^ith- 
in the junfdidlion of Rotterdam. This was called perfccu- 
tion, the notion of which is attended with the worft confe-* 
quences in a free government. His partizans caballed In 
private, became dangerous, and obliged the magiftrates to 
order Gifeliui intmediately to quit the city. He refufe^ to 
obey, but compe)k^^;;d igii^^inioufly led ^through 
the public ftrects by The Orange party made an 

excellent handle of this circumftance. They exclaifinred) 

^ Brandt, lib. xxv. Utemb. p. 4. * 
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that lilicrty w^s at an end } that the magiftrates ufurped a 
power altogether unconftitutional % and aflerted, that the 
reoionftranrs were in the intereft of thejeluits, and^on* 
fpiring again to fubjugateth^ir country to the Spaffi/H tyranny. 

However abfurd the accufation might appear to all^udicious 
. perfons, it was fo artfully propagated as to gain credit. Mau- 
riiry a French writer oficredit, then refident in Hollandy re- 
lates, that fo convinced was the princefs dowager of Orange Amhiticus 
of fjthe ambitious defigns entertained by prince Maurice^ that defigns of 
(he ferioufly remonftrated with him upon the fubjeil. He p^-ince 
even alledges, that the prince endeavoured to prevail on herto Maurice, 
gain Barneveldt to his purpofes, aiTured that the confent of 
tbis hpneft patriot would eafily pave the way to fovereighty. 

He further relates, that the princefs clofeted Barneveldty 
ufed all her influence with him, and received for anfwer, 
that nothing could be more cbnfonant to his wiflies than 
the glory and elevation of the houfe of Orangey could this 
be obtained cdnfilfently with the liberty of his country. 

I Barneveldf then expatiated upon the hazard of the projed^^ 
whicji muft neceflarily terminate in the ruin of the family, 
and poffibly of the commonwealth. In a word, he fpoke 
with fo much ftrengtb, energy, and pathos, that he en- 
tirely overcame the princefs, converted her to his own opi- 
[nion, made he* a rigid ftickler for liberty, and perfuaded 
'hei- to exert all her influence to. induce Maurice to lay afide 
hfs purpofe, and heal up thofe divillons in church and (late, 
which could never produce any other efFe£t than the deftruc- 
Tion of all parties 

MAU RICEy notwithftanding, afFeAed to abftradl 
himfelt entirely from the ecclcfialHcal difputes. When 
Burneveldto\,o\ii him, that fadtion ran fo high that Hie Hates 
of Holland muft have recourfe to him to ailift their autho- 
rity, he pretended aftonifbment, and declared his averfion to 
meddle in thefe matters. However, Barneveldt had too 
much difcernment not to fathorti his private /entiments ; 
which the. prince indeed inadvertently hinted in the conver- 
fation about the remonftrants. The penlioner propofed, 
that the ftates general (hould be moved to grant a general 
toleration, with refpedl to the difputed points ; and that the 
clergy of each fide, who were fuipended, (hould be reftored 
to their fundrions. To this propofition the prince, in ap- 
peibranae, . conferred ; and it was accordingly decreed by the 
ftates, aflembled at year that every 

violation of fuch general toleration as contributed to the 

V Contin.^de Reidan. lib. xxvi. Braiidt. Ub. xxvi. . 
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public tranquillity, ibould be puniAied in the mofl effeC^- 
^tual manner by the civil and ecclefiaftical pdwen. tc 
was further decreed,' that if any frefll disputes fiioutd 
.arile upon points hithdrto' unc;pntrovcrted, they fliould be 
decidedvby a majority in the provincial or national fynods. 
Thefe rei'oluttons were, however, oppofed by the deputies 
of the cities ; viz. Rotterdam^ the B^llUy the Hague^ Benthuy^ 
feriy and a variety of towns, where the people declared, they 
could not, with a fafe confcience, hear do6trines openly 

{ reached, which muft giv'c offence to every fincere chriftian. 
t was not confidered, that Jewsy ArmenianSy and Mobamme* 
dansy were perm i tted the free cxercife of their feveral religions 
itkHoUaruL Still, however, the ffates purfued their firft refolu- 
tion, though they relcaxed a little in favour of the deputies, 
on condition they would not fuffer perfons within their ju« 
jrifdii^ion, who embraced the toleration, to be opprefied. 
In the end, the deputies were difmified, with an exhortation 
to examine the affair coolly and deliberately, and to affift 
with all their influci\ce in reftoring the public tranquillity, 
,which could be no great difficulty, confidering thi(^ both 
.parties were of the fame religion, had the fame form of 
worfhip, the fame public ceremonies, the fame manner *o^ 
cxpofing vice and cherilhing virtue, and Offered only in ^ 
few points of little confequence to ialvation, or indeed ten 
focicty. • .» 

The excellent defign of the ftates was, however, cpnii- 
derably obftjufted by the pride and conceit of the theologi- 
ans, who would not admit that any part of their fyftein 
was capable of amendment and by the fecret endeavodhk ' 
of the Orange faction to leiTcn the influence, and blaft 
.the chatuder of Barneveldiy as well as to dimintfh the au- 


thority of the provincial flares of Holland. This purpofe 
could not be accomplifhed but under the ma(k of liberty 
and religion, which ever work powerfully on the minds iS 
.the v^ar,^ who leaf! underiland them or enjoy their behe- 
Barnc- fit. 3nc nobles and magifirates of Holland attacked 
veldt /rr- in public writings 5 and Barneveldty in particular, after forty 
fe/esre- y^ars faithful fcrvice, was libelled as a traitor to his country. 

He had frequently reprefented this abufe of liberty to the 
the liberty ^^8 delicate ; laying any refiraint on 

the prefs would enflame, the minds of the people, and affbrd 
the faireft ojpportunity ofdcclaimijjji;. againff the ^ve?*n- 
tnent, • to the fQmcntcif''Sf®lcdition. Barneveldt now gave 
in a draught of his plan for fupprelling libels and Jhmm- 
matory publications ; but it was ftrongly oppofed by the 
magiftrates of Jm/ierdam^ notwithftanding their condu£t 


was 
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Was th^ fubje^l of the keen^ft fatires and pafquinades which ^ 
had yet appeared. ‘They gave no rcalbn for their oppofi- 
lion, only that they did not approve of renewing laws 
which bad been repealed. after mature deliberation. l4ever- 
thelefs, in the following year, Barncveldt fo far prevailed, 
that the ordonnance vDsis publifhed, though it was never 
put in force, or received by a variety of other towns ^ 

^UCH was the ftate of parties, that the remonftrants were 
obliged to meet privately in fome towns, and the contra- 
remonttrants in others. Wherever the faftion happened to 
be moft powerful, they feized on thechurches, and excluded 
their opponents. At Amjlcrdam the remonftrants were 
weakeft ; but hearing that the dates had in other cities 
granted the ufe of churches to the contra-remonftrants, up^ 
on their petitivning, they wrote to Lejdcn for a minifier of 
their fe£l to preach the gofpel in Amjlerdam, One Rembert The fnp^ 
Bifehop was fent ; and, on his arrival, the reformifts mtX. lace rife 
.in a private houli*, to hear divine icrvice, and perform their ^gainft 
[deyopons. Finding the place too fmall for their numbers, remnn^ 
they hired a large warehoufe belonging to a merchant j 
their opponents complained to the magiiirates of their ille- 
gal aflemblies ; but obtaining no redrefs, they aflcmblcd in a 
[ tumultuous manner, during public worfhip, broke the win- 
dows, forced the doors, a^ftfed. the minifier, and threaten- 
ed the lives of the audience. The remonftrants now, in 
their turn, complained to the magiliiates, and demanded 
‘Juftice and proiecStion ; but they were anfwered, that the 
method to fecure themfclves would be to avoid fucti 
meetings as incurred the refentment of their fellow-citizens. 

What encouraged the populace in their tumults, und made . 
the magiftrates remifs in the difeharge of their duty, was, 
that prince Maurice had, about this time, declared in favour 
of the contra-remonftrants, and dcfireJ that a clergyman of y 
their principles might be fent to preach in y\iz^rcmh chap- 
pel at Hague. The remonilrants were now aftaid 
aflemble ; they petitioned the magiftrates for the fame pro- 
teftion granted to other fe£ls ; they pleaded the toleration - 
edidt, but obtained no faiisfacfory anfwer, though the ma- 
giftrates were too cautious abfoJutely to deny their peti- 
tion. At laft they had recourlc to the fiates j but the 
a^prchisnficn of involving themfclves in difputcs with the ‘ * 
magiftrates, obliged 'ffic ftatSs "lo Ibift off trie matter, bv 
renotnmeiidiAg the petitioners to the burgomafters of Am* 

Jhrdam. ♦ 
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Not only the open declaration of prince Mourito^ but 
the conduct of Dudley CarUton^ the Brittjb ambaflador^^en-* 
cOurAged the contra-remonftrants to proceed in a higher 
ftrain^ They no\v threw off ddl refpefl for the ftates of 
Hollarid^ Barneveldt was grofsly infulted in theailembly, 
by a perfon greatly his inferior in bi|ih, capacity, influence, 
and integrity. Every thing contributed to the public con* 
fufion, and all moderate perfons dreaded that anarchy and 
He refttfes the diflblution of the government muft enfue. The ftates 
t9 ajjifi were reduced to the neceifity of imploring the prince’s pro* 
tke ftcaes te£lion, which he artfully with^held, under various pretexts. 
of Hoi- He even iflued fcveral orders to prevent the troops from af- 
land. filling the magiftrates in quelling tumults and fuppreffing fe- 
ditions. This induced Barneveldt to labour diligently in 
keeping the ftates ailembled, . as the only means of prelerv- 
ing the confiitution. At laft the magiftrates of the fe* 
veral towns, feeing they could expe£l no aftifiance from the 
military power to enforce the laws, refolved to augment the 
garrifons and guards of their own authority, agreeable to 
the original laws of the country, as Grotius demonftraAs 
They communicated their intention to the prince ; he was 
difpleafed, alledging it was an encroachment upon the pre* . 
rogative of the governor of the province. ‘tFpon this pre-' > 
tence he quitted the Hague in the night, and fet out for the 
Seizes on Brille^ where he introduced two companies of foldiers in 
Brillef &c. defpite of all the remonftrances of the magiftrates. He had 
not acquainted the council of ftate with his refolution,- 
which gave great oiFcnce to that aftembly, as it was an- 
eftabliihed cuftom with the governors to take their leave in 
form. Jifaurice^ however, difregarded their fentiments ; he 
had now thrown off the mafque, and refolution was necef- 
fary to obtain a majority in the ftates, by changing the ma- 
giftrates in the cities. 

Advice of the tranfaflion.at Brille foon arrived at Ley^ 
den\ and the^ magiftrates, apprehending they might be fa- 
voured"^ with a fimilar villt, afiembled the chief burghers, 
and formed the refolution, that, in cafe the prince ftould 
approach the city, a deputation fliould meet him, to requeft 
he would offer no violence to their privileges, by forcing 
armed troops into the city. The fame refolution was taken 
by the magiftrates of Haerlem^ Torgau^ and Wc^de^ butt 
Maurice had Ay this tit^j^^ngained (/w^eflion of Delfi and . 
Scheidam. Thence he fent circular letters to the cities pf« 

the province of Hffland^^ juftifying his conduct; but they 
♦ 
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were To ill received by the magiftrates in general, that he 
was, more than ever, convinced he could never efFei^l; his * * 
purpofes while Barneveldt*^ intereft was fo confiderable ;«nor 
could this be diminiihed b«it by obtaining a majori^ in the 
ftates, by placing his own creatures in the public ^ces of 
the cities. However, l^fore he made an attempt on the 
cities of the province ofaollandy he made trial of his autho* 
rity at Nimeguen^ where, during the war, he retained the 
pou%r of changing the magiftrates at pleafure. Here he 
depofed three of the chief magiftrates, who efpoufed Barne- 
veidty and favoured the remonftrants. The difgraced ma- 
giftrates threw themfelves under the prote<51ion of the ftates 
of Holland^ and implored their afliftance. Their requeft 
was granted, and the ftates immediately wrote to the ftates 
of Guelder land ; but the city of Arnflerdam^ and Ibme other 
places, interpofed, and refufed to fuffer the letter to pafs in 
the name of the ftates of Holland^ becaufe their deputies had 
oppofed the contents 

f After this tfanfa^ion Maurice went to the ftates of He has 
Gueldkrlandy informed them of what he had done at Nime^ fw/ in^ 
gueuy and received their thanks and applaufe. Here his 
liuence carried every thing j he exhorted the- ftates to aftift p“®ldcr- 
in fupporting the authority of the ftates general againft 
the encroachments of the provincial ftates, and curbing the 
injblence of the city-magiftfates, who had the prefumptioii 
to raife troops, and in a military capacity, in defiance of 
the laws, and to the deftrudtion of all liberty. Accordingly, 
t|}p ftates of Guelderland charged their deputies to the ftates 
genera], to reprefent the prince’s refolution to fupport their 
authority ^ but it appears that neither Maurice^ nor the 
ftates, entertained a juft idea of the nature of *the go- 
vernment, or underftood the laws of their country. The 
power alTumed, in quality of governor, was by no 
means confiftent with the liberty of the cities, which, for 
time immemorial, had enjoyed the right of nominating their 
own magiftrates, and levying guards for th^r de^nce ; 
the deprivation of ihefe privileges could not therefore but 
excite a ferment, and raife fufpicions in the bread of every 
friend of liberty and his country. As to BarneveJdty he was 
fo much afFe^ed with the public difturbances, fo atixious 
and fblicitous about the fate of the republic, and fo dili- 
gent in oppofing the«j«imbitiov^ oprpofes of prince Mau^ 
rice^ that he was feized with a fever, which had almoft 
deprived flolland of her moft faithful and able minifter. 

^ Brandt, ibid. Contin. de Reidan. lib. xxvi. 

On 



f ^h4 Hiftory 6f lit Ubiied Pr^vincis,, 

On hb murn to the perceiving he could not 
the torrent, and thu the prince would one day reclc h^ia 
whole vengeance upon his head, he defired leave to reftgfi 
the of penfionery,. and retire into private lire, wherc>he 
might at lead freely deplore the unhappy face of a coun- 
try, that, after foiling the whole pemer of the Spamjh mo*- 
narchy to enflave her, was now on the eve of falling a prey 
to civil fa£lion, and the ambition of her own children. 

The great point now m debate was, whether a national 
fynod ihould be held ? Maurice attended the fiates at Ove* 
rxffcU nnd there ftrongly recommended a meafure which 
alone, he faid, could terminate the difputes of the clergy ; 
bis fpeech, however, was regarded as a fnare \ he now ap- 
peared in a military capacity, in which it is allowable to 
ruin your enemy cither by ftratagem or open force. Of 
this the deputies of Haerlem fpolce freely, at the next alTem- 
bly of the ftates of Holland, They were the firft who ven- ‘ 
Cured to declare their fufpicions, and their refolution to 
fupport the ftates againft all enemies. this efFe£t they, 
delivered a memorial to the ftates of Holland^ to firhicn 
their deputies demanded an immediate anftver. The onl]^ 
point about which any difEcuIty occurred, was, the adjiift- 
ing the contingents for fupporting the expence of the go«y 
A. D. vernmenc for the current year. Haarlem demanded that all 
16x4. the cities jn arrear (hould malTe up their accounts beft^e 
demands were made on thofe who had already advanced 
their proportions. At length thofe new difputes were 
wholly terminated by the prudence, the equity, and abilyv 
of Barneveldt* Something was likewife due to the fpinr 
and goc^ fenfe of Maurier^ the French amballadoj;, who, by 
order of the king, demanded an audience. Among a va- 
riety of other topics, Maurier told the ftates, that, in his 
opinion, there remained only three methods of re-eftabiilh- 
ing the public tranquillity of the provinces \ either open 
force, a general decifion of their differences, or a corrpro- 
mifcy^in wh'ich both Tides muft relax. As to the firft, no 
man, he urged, of underftanding.and honefty would recom- ^ 
mend it ; the fecond was attended with a thoufand difficul- 
ties, which muft aiiie in courfe of debate, where bothYides 
were too much heated and enflamed to reafon difpaffiohately ; 
the laft, in his opinion, was the only probable mcafurc* a 
genera] to1ca»ation, ben^ expedient eSuid be 

found, would in the mean time difarm faction, and fruftrate 
the fehemes of thofe men whofe ambition would be gra-. 
tiffed at the price of public felicity and liberty. ^ 

Thquoh 
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Tho' the difputes in the ftates of Holland yielded to the 
remedies applied by Barnevddt and Maurier^ it was othcrwifc 
with the provinces in general. Alaurlce remained firm iif his 
fentiments, was too poweVful to be openly charged, and 
too artful to difclofe his purpofes. He fecured the 
minifter in his intereft, a^d, with all the coiitra-rt monftrantSi 
demanded a national (ynod, as the only ci^'^ual ap-> 
plication to a difea^e which mud foon deftroy the con[litu« 
tiorf. Upon Barneveldt\ oppofing this meafure, libels, more 
bitter than any of the former, were every day publilhed ; 
and that great man was forced to have rccourfc to the 
j unification of a conduft which merited the higheft applaufti 
and deepeft gratitude from his country. He publifiied a re-* 
monftrance, in which he recited the particulars of his birrh5 
fervices, and education ; the cr.ufc of the prcicrit diloiders, 
and the only means which appeared to him adequate to the 
'removal of that malignity which afFciSed the whole mafs of 
humours. Corrouve applications, he faid, were unad vile- 
able ; they irritated and enflamed the habit, without an- 
fwerifig any of the indications, or touching the feat of the 
difeafe : fuch were the infamous libels, piopagated to blight 
the faireft charaftc-s, and ruin thofc peifons in the opinion 
of the people, who alone were capable of faving the com- 
monwealth. He defired it might be confidcred, that the (\v- 
ce.fiive malice and rancour contained in thofe writings could 
not be altogether levelled againft him j they muft have a 
deeper defign i that of deftroying the other faithful fervants 
of ^ the public, overthrowing, the rights and privileges of 
the cities in particular, of the country in general, and an- 
nihilating the very (hadow of liberty, and a republi(;an go- 
vernment. The virulence, the calumny, and bare -faced 
falfhood of the writers, evidently demonftrared by what re- 
ligion they were animated. They did not even endeavour 
to conceal their fentiments, refpefting the eftabliihment, 
and made no fcruple of avowing the violation oflered to the 
liberties of certain cities, under pretence there was a ne- 
cciEty to ufe compulfion in chuilng the magiftrates. Were 
their profeffions of zeal for religion, and their country, fin- 
cere, t^y might have purfued methods more honourable, 
and conuilent with the true fpirit of devotion and patriotifm y 
but- it was much eafier to propagate calultmies, than to 
prove (ails ; bold afler<^ibns we're '’•ifEcient evidence to thef 
vulgar ; and, provided their pailmns were influenced, it was 
not neceflary to convince their judgnaent. He concluded 
with again recommending chriftian toleration to ad who ixr- 
jnained attached to the reformed religion, and difputcJ only 
Vol, XXXf. CL 
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about fpeculative points uneflential to religion. He laid 
before the dates, an account of the public expence, be- 
fought them to contribute unanimoufly to the fupplies 
wanted /or the enfuingyear; alid then addreffing bimfelf 
to the deputies of certain provinces in arrear for their con- 
tingents, exhorted them to ufe tfteir utmoft efforts with 
their conftituents, to remove every obftrudtion to the peacc^ 
and reftore the unanimity and felicity of the common- 
4. D. wealth 

1616. An air of fimplicity and candour, of good fenfe and pub- 

1617. lie zeal, of deep penetration, profound judgment, and ex- 
tcnfive knowledge, powerfully recommended this perform- 
ance to every finccre patriot : it was however attacked with 
all poflible marks of inveterate rancour, the author was 
loaded with abufc and obloquy, and even the dates at- 
tacked with a degree of malignancy, which could not pafs 
unnoticed. Accordingly they offered a rew'ard for the dif-* 
covery of the author, or printer of the libel, and took • 
l^arncveldt under their immediate proteftion. They were 
fupported by the towns of Harlem^ Leyden^ Rotterdafh^ the 

Schoonhoven, &c. By thefe indrudions were given 
to their deputies, to reprefent at the next aflembly of the 
date^, the neceflity of taking mcafurcs ftr pieferving the 
freedom of eleftors, and the liberties of the cities, pro- 
mifing to indemnify the deputies, and fupport them vtfith 
all their drength and influence. In confequence the dates 
remondrated with prince Maurice^ on the prefent fituation 
of affairs ; they reprefented, that certain perfons, me^n^ 
ing himfelf and the Orange fadlion, had, contrary to juT^ 
tice, acad the mutual obligations into which tl]^y had en- 
tered, violated the rights and privileges of the province of 
' Holland \ that his highnefs was perfetSlly well acquainted 
wdth the duties of a dadtholder, which chiefly confided in 
maintaining the fovcrcignty of the province, and protecting 
tlie general liberties of the cities and inbabitaJits ; that the 
dates were bound, in confequence of their oath, to pre- 
ferve the government, and of their refpecSt for the houfj^ 
of Orange, to fupport the magiflrates and people, in the 
due exertion of their authority, againft all ogpreflion. 
I'hey exhorted him therefore to aflid their laudable en- 
dc ^ours ; to ufe his influence with the other pjoviiices ; 
to protedt*<ind aid thw^authority^xsf the dates in ecclefi- 
aftical matters j to join with them in the mod efHcacious 
methods of terminating thofe obdacles, which occafioned 
fo much grief to every fincere patriot ; to protedl in paf- 
* Grot. Apol. cap. xx. 
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ticular the province of Holland^ againfl: the encroachments 
of the other provinces, excited by the machinations of 
Certain turbulent divines ; to defifl: from demanding a 
tional fyn^od, fo contrary tef tlie exprefs meaning ^ the 
tr/Caty of Utrecht ; to prevent the courts of jufticc from re- 
ceiving orders and dircd^ns, contrary to the refolutions 
of the ftates ; to oblige them to confine thcmfelves within 
the limits of their inftrudfions, without encroaching on 
the privileges of the ftates or cities ; not to oppofe the 
antient right of the cities, to provide for their own fecu- 
rity by levying guards and garrifons, when die forces 
of the ftatc were infufficient ; to oblige the officers of the 
army to obey the orders of the ftates, the council of war, 
and the magiftrates of thofe towns where th<;y fliould hap- 
pen to be quartered. They like wife requefted that his 
highnefs would not attempt to garrifon towns, or inter- 
fere in the ele£lions of magiftrates, without the confent 
of the ftates and council of war ; that he would heftow no 
military preferments, and neither augment nor diminifli the 
garrifonf, without previoufly acquainting them ; and laftly, 
they earneftly intreated, that he would give no ear to evil 
counfellors, who fought to aggrandize thcmfelves at the 
cxpcnce of their o»untry, ami only regarded the republic 
and the Orange family, as the means of their own eleva- 
tion ^ but always rely on thi advice of the ftates, who 
regarded his honour and intereft, as the honour and intereft 
of tbeir country. This method his father, the late prince 
of Ouinr^e of glorious memory, always followed, and he 
conltantly met with the warmeft returns of gratitude ; fe- 
cured the liberties of the provinces, and raifed thcri^froni 
an opprefled, infulted, defpicablc people, to a powerful, 
foimidable, and free republic. The mcafures here pointed 
out, were no lefs neceflary, they faid, to the good ot the 
public, than for the fecuiity of individuals. 7"hey could 
not by any means allow the fmalleft violation of their 
liberties, which they were obliged by oath to deTcnd \vith 
their lives and fortunes. Better it was, they faid, to die 
honourably, than to furvive the lofs of thofe bleffings which 
their anceftors and thcmfelves purchafed at the exorbitant 
price of their blood. In a word, they alTertcJ, that if they 
ly affifted by the influence and power of the 
they would undertake ^'pecdily to fiubdue all 
contrcverfies which affefled the public tranquillity, clofe 
up thofe wounds, which by habit would become incura- 
ble, reftore order, difcipline, and regularity to the ftate, 
and prevail on a’l the provinces to contribute their fevcral 
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proportions, for the fupport of the government and com- 
mon caufe**. 

History does not inform us what reply Maurice made 
to ihisfrcmonftrancc ; we are only told that he was greatly 
{hocked, but not moved to the purpofes of the ftatcs, or 
convinced by their arguments. fOn the contrary, he af- 
femblcd a great number of divines of his own faftion, at 
Awjlsrdairty to affift the magiftrates in di awing up reafons, 
to con\ ir.ee the ftates of the neceflity of a national ftnod. 
I'his with another writing were prefented, and clearly 
refuted by Grotlus^ who was too clofe, clear, and learned 
for his antagonifts. It was at length propofed by the 
co uncil of ftate, that three theologians from each pro- 
vince, (hould meet to adjuft the conditions of a mutual 
toleration ; and that if they could come to no agreement 
in the fpace of a month, the proteftant clergy of Germany^ 
France^ Engkind^ and Switzerland^ {hould be invited to their 
affiftance. The propofal was approved by a majority of* 
voices in the ftates ; but Arnjierdam^ and the deputies of 
fomc other cities, oppofed the refolution, and ifarred a 
variety of objc£^ions. They were eager for a national 
fynod, in which they were ftrongly fupported by the pro- 
vinces of Zeahindy^ Groningeny Frifelandy^Wic Ommehmsy and 
prince Maurice. This divilion jimong the cities, the powerful 
faftion in favour of the contra-remonftrants, and the tsrror 
of Maurice in his militaiy capacity, entirely deftroyed the 
authority of the ftates of Hollandy and rendered them -in- 
capable of profecuting their moderate defigns. Still, l*py- 
ever, the council of ftatc continued to urge their propofi- 
tion, Jedaring null and void all that had beyn tranfaded 
in favour of a national fynod. The council became now 
more than ever affedfed to the ftates, from the affiont 
given them by the prince’s departure to the Brilky without 
their confent or knowledge. The breach with the coun- 
cil of ftafe confidcrably diminifticd the intereft of Mau~ 
rice ; but it did not retard any of his projeSs. Backed by 
four provinces, befides a variety of cities and towns, fys 
expeded to furmount all oppofition, and to effect fuch al- 
terations in the conftitntion, as would infallibly raife him 
to the fovereignty of the provinces. He made no fcrupl^ 
of declaring that augmenting the garrifons, i^pprtffing 
tumults by a military force, in a* Word, levying troops for 
the prote<ftion of the cities, without the authority of the 
governor, were in themfclves aSs of rebellion. The 
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truth was, this guard was an obftruflion to his dtlign of 
changing the n.agiftrates. The city Utrecht infifted upon 
an exertion of this privilege handed down for time immofiio* 
rial, but to avoid altercation, the magiff rates Arif f^tdepu-- 
tics to confer with the prince and the ftates genera?, 
neveldt^ in the name of the ilates of Holland^ had an au- 
dience upon the fame fiAjedt \ but all his arguments could 
not prevail with Maurice^ to fufFer the garrifons to be un- 
der«the diredhon of the magiflrates, or to relinquiih his 
projedl for retrenching the privileges of the cities 

Soon after thefe conferences, Maurice repaired to 
Vtre:ht^ attended by three deputies from the ftates gene- 
ral. He was received with great marks of diftinltion, 
and the burghers were ordered to appear under arms. 
The magiftiaies and ciergy waited upon him with com-* 
pliments \ and to the latter he faid, that his intention was 

• to reftore the public tranquillity, by aflembling a national 
fynod, when all the controverted points ihould be can- 
vaffed, and their difpiites finally decided. The reply was, 
that nothing could be exped^ed from fucb an ecclefiaf^ 
tical court, where the parties were to fit in judgment, 
but altercation, debate, and confufion ; they therefore in- 
treated him to l|y afide the projeA, as dangerous, and at 
all events inadequate. Notwithltanding this repuUe from 
the clergy, Maurice propofcd to the provincial ftates of 
Uflechty the difbanding of the new levied garrifons, and 
the convocation of a general fynod. The propofition 
being communicated to the deputies of Holland^ they 
v/Jfted on the prince, and exhorted him to contribute to 
the repofe of the provinces, to fupport the privileges of the 
towns, and to protect the public tranquillity, taking not 
the fmalleft notice of their fufpicions, that he was labour-^ 
ing to overthrow the conftitution, and execute defigns 
very oppofite to their requeft. Maurice was more fincerc: 
he plainly gave the deputies to underftand, that their ar- 
rival in Utrecht was by no means agreeable. • However 
they held conferences with the ftates ; after which the 
•prince was told, that the guards raifed by the magiftrates 
were perfeAly conftitutional ^ and with refpeft to religion^ 
that a national fynod could not be convoked without detri- 
megt to the privileges of the provincial ftates, who were 
fuprem^ within the ju(ifdi£iion of the pr'ov^ce. After 
feveral fruitlefs negotiations, held upon the fuppofition the 
prince would not venture upon any alterations without 

« Le Clerc, lib. ix. 
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authority, at lafl his defign was clifcovered, and the ftates 
unable to oppolb, determined to connive at his niearures. 
Hi# authority was great in the army, and his influence 
gcjieiaL over the minds oF the* people, who regarded him 
as the bulwark of liberty, and the hero who had refeued 
the provinces from the tyranny of the Spaniards, Before 
the blov/ was it ruck, the members of the ftates, W'th 
(kwberg the lecretarv, quitted the city, and repaired with 
all diligence to the Haguc^ there to expert the ^ITue, 
Already Alavricc had occupied the principal avenues lead- 
ing to Utrecht^ which he lined with foldicrs. When he 
had afllmbicd a fufRcicnt force, he ordered the new levies 
raifed by the magiftrates to appear, upon which he re- 
leafed them from the oath taken, obliged them to lay down 
their arms, and difbanded the whole garrifon. Gretiu: 
nftirms, he had no authority for this proceeding, that the 
power was entirely in the provincial ftates, and that Mau- 
rice had conficJercd their filencc, their inability to appeafe • 
him, and their abrupt departure, into an aflent of his mea- 
I'urcs. Afterwards he went to the town-houfc, where he 
loudly complained of the injury done to his honour by thofc 
new levies, which deeply reflcdlcd on his integrity and 
patriotifm. This was all the apology lliS offered for the 
grofl'eft violation of the privileges of the city and pro- 
vince. He would pafs himft'lf for the protedcr of^tbo 
chinch and ftjte and indeed his conduft was fo fpecious^ 
that it giined the affe£lions of the vulgar, who ftrenu- 
otjfly prdk J him to aflume the fovereignty. ^ 

N EXT he prf)cured a few of the burghers to acculc 
the pr^fent magiftrates of abufing their ofbcc. This w*is 
fiifticicnt rcafon for depofing them, and fufiftituiing in 
their room, the friends of Alanricc^ and the contra-re- 
muiiftrants. Accordingly the prince proceeded to the elec- 
tion, or rather nomination of ne w magiftrates, and to 
appoint a perpetual, inftcad of an annual council. All 
thc*rcmoflftrants were turned out of their places. Zt*- 
dcnibcrg,^ fccretary to the ftates, was forced to refign, and 
his oflicc was immediately filled up by a creature of the 
houfe of Orange^ after he had for thirty years ferved the 
public wuth unblcmiflied integrity. A variety of alterati- 
ons were befldes made in the other feveral departi'i^ent^ 
of the ftat£ ; even the clergy w#re deprived ofMieir fti- 
pends, and forced to evacuate the city, and many of then> 
the province of Utrecht, The contra-remonftrants, en- 
couraged by thefc favourable changes, demanded the ca- 
tbedial church then poflelTcd by the remonftrants. Tau- 
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nn the miniftcr, refufed to comply : but he was foon 
obliged .to take fanftuary under the wing of Ledemherg^ * 
with whom he retired to the Hague. Upon the I’ecretgry’s 
being arrefted a few days afterwards^ Taurin cfcaped to 
twerps to avoid the fame fate ^ 

About this time, by order of his matter the FrcnchVingy 
Maurier the French amballador demanded an audience of 
the ftates general. He reprefented in lively colours, the 
apiftoaching diffolution of the government, owing to the 
violence of faSion, at a time when the expiration of the 
truce with Zpahi ought to make every part of the ftate 
unanimous. He threw out fome refleftions on the violence 
offered to the liberties of the cities, and faid, that the pro- 
vinces had wantonly lavifhed fcas of blood, in refitting the 
tyranny of the houfe of Avjirm^ if they were now to be 
enflaved by a fa£fion of their own fubje 6 ts. He recom- 
mended harmony in church and ftate, and exhorted the 
ftates general to exert with vigour the power lodged in 
in their hands by the conftitution. The ftates, confeious 
of tbfeir inability, but aftinmcd to acknowledge their wcak- 
nefs, feemed embarrafl'ed for an anfwcr. Having no other 
reply, they thanked the king, told the ambafTador the 
danger was not (p great as he apprehended, and that they 
would take the moft efFedlual ineafures to reftore peace, 
concord, and regularity. • 

Prince Maurice having terminated jnatters to his wifh A. I). 

Utrecht, fet out for t\it Hague, where he made report 
oL the late tranfaftion, and received the thanks of the 
deputies of the four provinces in his intereft. The de- 
puties of poUand were likewife exhorted, to prevail on the 
cities to difband the new levied guards ; bul it was 
obvious from their anfwer, that they looked upon the 
prince’s condudt as an infraction of the privileges of the 
provinces. They perceived that the leall tumult would 
furnifh a pretext for fimilar trefpafles in the conftitution, 
and the means of procuring a majority in tife ftates ge- 
neral, by rendering himfelf abfolute in the cities, and of 
confequence in the provincial ftates. They concluded 
with faying, they would report the prince’s requeft to 
their conftituents, as the matter was of too great impor- 
tJWicc for, them to determine of their own authority. 
Theyflemanded, that, in the nfean time, the^citics of Hol^ 
land might be left in the full exertion of their privileges ; 
but they were ferved in a fimilar manner with thofe of 

^ Brandt, lib. xxix. Grot. Apol. cap. 20. 
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Utrecht, and even the cities in the prince’s intereft were ^ 
not i^xeinpted from a variety of changes, introduced pro- 
bably to Ihew his impartiality. It was not poflible indeed 
to ward off the blow, becauQs the fladtholder had the 
army command, ami the Hates of Holland w tie wholly 
di farmed. Btfides he took his meafiires with fuch pru- 
dence and ait, as feemed even to a ve deceived 
himfelf. At the very time Maurice was projcQing his fall, 
he was loading his ablations with favours, and preferiing 
them to vciy confiderable employments. The penfioijer’s 
fon was created niafter of the dykes and forefls, a lucra- 
tive ami honourable office. To the younger fon of Bar- 
neveUt^ he gave the government of Bergen-op-zoom, by 
which he placed in his hands one of the keys of the Vm-m 
Ud provinces. At laft, the artifice, the power and addrefs 
of Mmirice rendered his party every where fuperior. He 
gained over to his intereft Francis /Ur fens, fon of Cornelius • 
^etfens fecretary of flate, and long ainbaflador at the court 
of Frame, I'he violence, the ability, and vigour of Aer- 
fens, quickened the meafures of the prince. His afpiring 
ambition fcrupled no adion which could promote his in- 
tereft ; pcinicioiifly bold, and dcteflably eloquent, he con- 
verted the noblcft qualities to the worft jpurpofes, ruined 
his country, opprcHed innocence, and facrificed patriotifm, 
at the ftirine ot ihofe ill-fated virtues, which might have 
proved the bulwurk of liberty, and ftrongeft barrier 'of 
the commonwealth. Aerfens ftimulatcd Maurice to wh^t 
he was before inclined. To his counfcl may be attfi- 
bufed the fclcmn fynod aflembled in the month of Ffo- 
vewber, at Dordrecht, to which the flates general, the 
provincfal ftates of the Seven Provinces, the kings of Eng^- 
lard and France,, the eleflor palatine, the landgrave of 
iiepfe, the cities of Br.mcn, Verden, Geneva, and the prot- 
teftant cantons of Switzerland difpatchcd their ambafla- 
dors and deputies, '/'hither the Arminian party was cited, 
to e;^^Iain <he principal points in which they diflented 
from the eftabliflicd church, 

Parke VELDT and the remonfirants had long • 
avoided this blow, under pretence that a general fynod 
was a trefpafs on the privileges of the provincial ftates. 
They knew the intention was to render them little in the 
jopinion ot the people if they appeared ; and if theytrefuTed 
to ob^y the Citations, to expofe them as public incendiaries^ 
the fijends of Spain, popery and flavery. The remon- 
ftrants refufed to attend the fynod ; at laft they publifhed 
Jong writing, iri which they explained the chief points 
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of their Jo£lrine, protefted againft the fynod, and ex« 
hibited their reafons for refufing to appear in their own de« * 
fence, before judges who were adtually parties in thg dif* 
pute. Accordingly their opinions were folernniy con- 
demned, and the remonftrants were ftiginatizcd as calum- 
niators, who vilified the eftabiilbed religion, and attributed 
to the Belgian churcfl other fentiments than thofe it 
really profelTed. Aerjem wrote feveral pieces againft Bar* 
nm)eldt^ in which he boldly charged him with thefe dcfigns. 

He was a fpirited, artful, and fluent writer; his works 
were bought with avidity, they made a deep impreifion on 
the minds of the people, and fo far influenced their paf^ 
fions, that refolved, before the public ardour cqiol* 

ed, to feize upon Barneveldt^ Grotiusy HoogenberUy and 
other leaders of the Armini^n party, whom he imprifoned 
in the cattle of Louvejieiny whence that fatSion has ever 
fince borrowed the appellation (A). The advanced age, 
the long fcrvices, the moderation and patriotifm of Bar- 
neveldty now little availed him; even his writings, which ^ 
cleanly refuted all the allegations of his enemies, were ci- 


ther neglected, or read with a partiality and prejudice in- 
jurious to his reputation. Maurice procured an order of 
the ftates general for his imprifonment. His pradices and 
intrigues had ootained a majority in the ftates ; notwith- 
Handing which, this order was iigned only by eight mcm- 
Bers, particularly attached to the prince's intereft. Bar* 
neveldt was accufed of being the author of the difturbances 
^ Utrecht y and of harbouring deflgns deftruclive of public Bgme* 
jfberty. He was tried by judges appointed by the dates vei<it 
general, condemned to death by the moft iniquitous fen- demmd 
tence, alid deprived of his life on a public fcSfFold, hy and exe* 
the fame blow which ruined the character of prince Man* <Mted^ 


(A) Tn this conhneinent tMI by the guards, without fufpj* 
learned Grotius remained for fe- cion, though they complained 
veral years, when at length he of the uncomxnon w^ght of 
made his efcape, through the their burthen; he efcaped to 
courage, the anedion, and ad* the Spanijh Netherlands^ pafled 
drefs of his wife Reigersberg. from thence into France^ where 
This lady had obtained leave he was well received by the 
to fend large boxes of books king. At laft he was employed 
tether huiband, and to viflt him by Chrifiina queen of Sweden^ 
in prifon, which furniiked her that liberal prot^refs of merit, 
with a bint for his efcape. She and died at Ftosbach% in thp 
perfuaded him to lie in one of duchy of Mecklenlurrhy in dw 
the boxes, to be returned to yfai 1^4$^* Av hii Tjfe^ 

Jus houfe. He was out 

riih 
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A. Tite^ and withered with the ardour of ambition thofe lau- 
1619. rels acquired by long and important fervices (B). He loft 
his popularity and the afFeilions of the people, when he 
hoped to ^btain the fovereignty. • Inftcad of being adored 
as a hero, he was detefted as a tyrant. As he pafled 
through the cities, nothing hut in^miirs and the name 
of Bat 7 ieveldt Qo\.\\dhQ whtrc^ormcrlv Mmrke was 

received as the guardian and prr^tetfor of his country. 
In a word, the death of BarmrjMt laid the foundation \)f 
a confpiracy againft the life of the prince, which was dif- 
Oovered only a tew hours before the time appointed for 
its execution. The defign was projected by Siivilcmburj^hy 
governor of B^rgcii-op-^comj who with his accomplices, 
fell a facrifice to patiiocifni and filial duty-. 


» Le Clerc, lib. ix. tom. i. Grot. ApcI. p. 59. 


(B) This terrible tragedy was 
afted in the catUe of the tlague^ 
on the 13th day of Ma\^ A, D. 
l6iq, when Barne'vuldt was 
feventy-two years of age, fifty 
of which he had fpent with 
equal integrity and ability, in 
the different employments of 
ambaflador to the courts of 
France and England, and pen- 
fioncry of the Hales of Holland, 
A medal was ilruck in honoar 


of his memory. All his virtues 
nov/, w'. en too late, were ap- 
proved in their fah luHre^ Hs 
was called a martyr to his coun- 
try, the protedororjibert), the 
father, the friend, and the ad- 
vocate of provinces ; in a 
word, his m .mory is held in 
veneration to this day, and his 
death regarded as the deeped 
ftain upon the houfe of Ot'aftge^ 


SECT. VIIL 

Coritaimng the commercial affairs of the republic dii* 
ring the trucCy the renrJi'S'Of the war with Albert, 
the death of prince Maurice, the propcfds of peace 
made by Tl’abella, fruftrated by the French miniftryy 
the treaty with France againft Spain, &c. 

D uring the truce with the archduke, the United 
Provinces had paid the moft afliduous attention to 
cf com- trade and navigation, which were aftonifiiingly inmroved 
extended, by voyages to Jfw; J/ricOy and Americay 
^ration of which this indefatigable pecple had crefted colo- 

i*ijgTruie, founded fettlements. The returns made by 

the Eajl hyii'i company, alone were fufHcicnt to aggrandize 
tiiC ftatc, and raife this inlant republic to a degrecw nava! 

power 
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power, fcarrely to be paralleled in hiftory. Vaft fleets 
equal in ftrength to holtile armaments, returned with the * 
fit heft treafurcs and fpices of the ludhs^ the Baltic iwarmed 
with Dutch fliips, the flag of the republic became even 
well known in the Levant, and her flapping traced to the 
Spanijh fVeJl Indies, with as much ferurity as if the pro- 
vinces were ftill undlr the protcaion of the Spanifls mo- 
narchy. Venice, a republic the firftin opulence and power 
iA the world, gladly folicited the fricndfliip of this new 
commonwealth, and was forced to make court to a peo- 
ple, whofe induftry was the ruin of her commerce, and 
the chief caufe of her decline. I he foundation was laid 
of an empire at Batavia, infinitely fuperior in wealth 
power, and grandeur, to the icpublic of the United Pro- 
vinces, wheie the prcvidence of th» Duhh feenied to fe- 
cure a retreat, in cafe by aiiy fatal accident their liberties 
ihould be deftroyed in Lurop ■ ■*. 

Such was the fituation of this republic <it the expira- ,r 
tion of the tiiice with Albert, a prince who, fiom his pa- 
cifit and moderate lentiments, juftlv meiiicd the appella- 
tion of pious. It was the arenduke's fincere intention to/,,^/, 
have pafled his life in tranquillity, and end his days in per- 
ft-a harmony jvith t'ci'iUnUd Provinces. He admired the 
fpitit of libcity, the independency and the induftry of 
.men, w'hom he otherw.iys legardod as rebels and heretics: 
cxpeiicncc convinced him of the impoffibiliy of fubduing 
.them, and he was taught by the diaates of found policv^ 
po p'lt up with the lofs of feven ptovinccs, rather thari 
hazaid the ruin of the remaining ten; which formed all 
his doqiinions. But the court of Spain entertained dif- 
ferent fentiments. L/c(les, defeats, and mortifications, had 
not yet fubdued the haughty fpiiit of the houfe of Aujiria-, 
and Philip could not fupport the thoughts of feeing fo 
precious a jewel torn from his diadem. Thus the long 
ceflation of hoftilitics which it was hoped would calm 
palfion, compofc refentment, and open the'wayto a du- 
lablc felid pacification, had no other effba, than enabling 
the parties to refume the war with redoubled vigour. 

Prfvious however to the renewal of hoftilities, Albert 
fent Pefkius, chancellor of Brabant, to the Hague, either 
to conclude a new treaty, or procure an audience of 
the lirince. The fuperb equipage in which he appeared, « 
gave offence to the frugal Dutchmen’, it prejudiced them 
pgainft whatever he could offer : but the extravagance of 

^ Basnace, p. Le Clerc, tom. li. p. 73. 
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his propofitions, which were didhted by the court of 
drid^ were not even deemed worthy of a reply by the ftates 
gene^l. The populace infult^d the amballhdor, and be 
returned highly irritated to Bri^Jfels. Albert beheld with 
uneafiiiclf the obftinacy of the Spanij 7 j miniftry; he en- 
deavoured to pailiate their demands, and ^rant a truce 
upon the fame footing as the precAling. For this pur- 
pofe fecret agents were employed in Holland \ but as 
lip publickly infiRcd, that the provinces fliould enter int.o 
their former fubjcction, all the negotiations vaniflied in 
A. D. 'Spinola torlc the field with an army of 15,000 

^^21 ‘ and 4000 horfe, with which he penetrated into the 

Renewal country of Juliers^ ordering the count de Berg^ with a 
^ the ftrong derachrnent, to inveft the city of yuliers^ garrifoned 
by Dutch forcet iince the death of the duke of Cleves. 
He was well acquainted with the divifions in the provin- 
ces, and weak condition of the army under prince Math- 
rice, Berg invefted jMliers ; but finding the garrifon nu- 
merous and ref^dute, ne converted the fiege to a blockade, 
by which he reduced the place to the necefficy of Sur- 
rendering, in defpite of the utmoft eftbrts of the prince 
to throw in P ccours**. 

Notwithstanding this advantage, a^d the great fu- 
periority of his forces, the archduke was Hill delirous of 
an accommodation : he was on the point of renewing the 
negotiations, when he was feized with a difordcr whicR 
carried him off, and deprived the Netherlands of all hope of 
an iffue to their calamities. It was expedted that the death* 
of Philip III. which fell out about this time, and the minc^ 
rity that enfued, would have accelerated a peace ; but the 
Spanijh mfnifiry, as well as the counfellors about the arch- 
duchefs, found their advantage in the continuance of the 
war. It is likewife faid, that Spinohy animated with his 
fuccefs before Juliers^ with the diftraftion of the provin- 
ces, and the Itrcngth of his army, promifed to force the 
Dutch iin a •few campaigns to abfoliite fubjedlion. In 
{nirfuance of this defign, he affembled his whole army 
with intention to inveft Bergen-cp-zoom^ the ftrongeft for- 
trefs in Dutch Brabant, Maurice penetrated his meaning, 
and took care to provide the garrifon with liberal rein-* 
forcements of men, ammunition, and provifions. 
prince had his head-quarters at Emmeric^ whence be de- 
tached colon^ Henderfony a Scotchman^ with 700 men, who 
threw thcmfelves into tfie town, in defiance of the vigi- 

deFred. Hen. P. d’Orange, p. 12, 13. 
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lance of Splmla, Soon after the colonel Tallied out with a , 
numerous parry, on th^ quarter of the befie^eiv. 'ramp, com- 
manded by of the Italian fo’ ces. Ht-re, af- 

ter an obftinatc contiiCt, lie was wounded, juft ai^he was on 
the p^int of grasping vidorv ; his party, finding thcmfelvcs 
unfupported, retired ^ith fome precipitation, and the colo- 
*nel died the day following, deeply regretted by piince Mau^ A. D, 
r^ce. Now the fiege was pulhed with great vigour, and the 1622/ 
refiftance was fuch as might be expe£tcd from a brave gar- 
rifon, animated in defence of liberty, and aflifted by ftrong 
fortifications. However, the prince, who was too weak 
offer battle to Spinohy formed an entetprife on Boijleduc^ 
which, he tiiought, would neceffarily draw oft’ the attention 
of the enemy, and interrupt, if it could not wholly fufpend^ 
the operations againft Ber^e 7 t-op‘%oom, But he was Toon 
obliged to abai.don the defign fiom a variety of untoward 
accidents. As yet he was not reinforced by the German 
proteftants under count Manfveldtj and the duke of Brmf 
Thefe auxiliaries were arrived at Sedan j but before 
they could proceed, jt was neceffary to fight Gonzales with 
a ftrong detachment. Upon this the count determined, and 
accordingly attacked the Spaniard^ who received his charge 
with great irtcrepidity. After an obftinate and bloody ac- 
tion, in which the duke of Brunfwic was dangcroufly 
» Wounded, vi£loiy declared for Manfveldt\ the enemy re- 
treated, and he was left to purfue his march unmoleftcd. 

• S P INO LA had profccutcd the fiege with the utmoft 
vigour, and performed every thing which could be expeft- 
cd from an officer of experience and ability. All thofe ex- 
pedients which he had praftifed with fuccefs at QJlend were 
now repeated, aitd every ftratagem of the military art cx- 
haufted ; but the length of the fiege occafioned great defer- 
tion in his camp ; his army was exceedingly diminifbed, and 
the befieged encouraged to a more fpirited defence by the late 
advantage gained by Manfueldtj which the^ hoped would 
enable prince Maurice to give battle to the Spaniardr* 
Manfveldt had brought a reinforcement of 4000 horfe and 
3000 foot ; and the prince had befides ordered his brother 
prince Henry to join him with his w}}ole army. He was 
now at Emmeric with a body of 8ooo'fo6t and 1500 horfe, 

•opppfing the deffgns of the coun€^^ 2 t Berg. Upon the 
union of all the different corps, the main«nrmy exceeded 
20,000 infantry and 70CO cavalry, a force more than fuffi-*^''*^^ ^ ^ 
cient to compel the exhaufted, difpirited Spaniards to relin- 
quifii the fiege of Bergen- op-zoem. Accordingly Spinola ^ 
broke up his camp on thf approach of the prince of Orange^ 

2 and 
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and retired in lb good order, that Maurice^ who well-^ 
*kncw his capacity, apprehended that this motion was a 
feint, gnly to lull him and the garrifon into fecurity. It 
proved oth^wife, and Sphtola had <hc mortification to fee 
hiaifclf bafned, lor the lirll time, in a fiege which had coft 
him the lives of ic,ooo foldiers, of the flower of his army. 
On the fourth day of Otioher prince MaUvke entered Bergen^ 
op-zoom with thirty troops of horfe, and next day he was 
loi lowed by prince ILnty^ count Erneji de and otbei* 

oflicers, with whom he concerted the plan of their future . 
operations. 

Sometime before Bergrn-op-zoom was invefted, the go- 
vernor of laid fiege to S/«yr.with 10,000 men, by 

exprefs order of the arthduchefs; but the ftrength of the 
place, the valour of the garrifon, and the dreadful inunda- 
tion in which they overwhelmed the country, by breaking 
their dykes, and opening the fluices, rendered the enterprile 
fruitiels, and oldiged IgnatU de Borgia to decamp with great 
lols and precipitation. Nor was this the only attempt in 
which the tipaniards failed, duiing the tedious fiege of Bfr^ 
gen“0p-z:c?n, 'I'hcy laid liege to HaJJiltj an inconfiderable 
town in Oveiyjfel^ and would have reduced the place but for 
the vigorous and gallant condudl of the burghefs of Hasrlem^ 
led on by the captains Oilcan and Vander Camsr^ who pierced 
through the enemies camp, entered* the town, made a biiflc ^ 
fally, and obliged the Spaniards to retreat with great flaugh- 
ter, and the lofs of their artillery. 

Prince Alauricc^ having accomplilhed his purpofe aty 
Bergen-cp-zoorn^ retired to Rofendaly and fent a detachment 
to invelt Steenherg^ which capitulated before the batteries 
were eredfeS. Spinola too had retreated towards Antwerp^ 
where he was joined by 6000 men juft arrived from Spain^ 
and the corps under the count de Berg, With this rein- 
forcement he was fuperior to the Hollanders ; accordingly 
he advanced within three leagues of the prince’s camp, and 
offered bfittle, t^'hich the prince declined, fayin?. He had 
come to relieve and reduce Steenberg ; he had 

a€C0TnpriJI)ed both dcfgns^ and vjas fatisfied. Upon receiving this 
anfwer, Spinola turned off towards Brujfels^ and Maurice 
marched to Breda; The enemy refumed their operations, 
and the count de Berg was detached to lay fiege to PfajTen-% 

• mutZy while pr^ce Maurice was contriving the means of 
getting rid of his troublcfcme ally, count Manfvcldt^ who 
with his undifeiplined iroops, accuftonicd to violence and 
rapine, was defojating the provinces w’ith all the fury of a 
barbarous entmy. At laft the Germans croffed ihe 
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and pafled into iVeftphalia ; when Maurice was in hopes that 
Manjvcldt would have attempted the relief of Pfaj^hmiuix^ 
the brave garrifon of which, after a moft gallant de%nce, 
and fuftering extreme hardfliips, was forced to ^pitulate. 

The count de Berg repaired the fortifications, pura ftrong 
garrifon into the place, and changed the name to that of 
Fort Ifabella j but the works were loon after deftroyed, in 
conftquence of a petition prefcnted to the emperor and diet 
^i^RatiJbonj by the magiftrates of Cologne. 

At the time prince Maurice declined the challenge fcnt Maurice 
by Sfinolay he was meditating an attempt upon the moll difap- 
confiderable city in the Netherlands. Antwerp was the great pointed in 
objedl of his defigns, and he took every precaution to draw bisdefigns 
off the enemies attention from this city. The fcheme was «« An- 
fo well laid, that, on taking leave of the ftates at the Hague^ twerp, 
he faid, That God only could prevent the fuccefs of the cnierprife* 
However, it mifearried, through a train of unavoidable ac- 
cidents, which human fagaciiy could not forefee. • The 
fleet, aflemblcd at the BriUe^ was locked up by a fudden 
froft*; fomc of the veflels which had put to fea were ioft in a 
ftorm 5 two regiments were ihipwrecked ; and thus the 
fineft projeft that had been concerted during the war va- 
niflied into fmo^^e. Flanders and Brabant muft have followed 


the fate of Antwerp^ the lofs of which w'ould have been 4 
mortal blow to the Spanijh Difappointed in a fcheme 

upon which he had let his heart, Maurice returned, greatly 
chagrined, to Ryfwic^ where a confpiracy againft his life 
V as difeovered. l^he author was Williatn Barnevelut^ grand- 
fon of the penfioner, who determiiud to reven^'c the ig- 
nominious death of that celebrated patriot, lie communi- 
dated his defign of afiallinating the prince to his elder bro- 
ther, the fieur Barneveldt of Groenveldt^ exhorting him Jto 
join in his refentment, to affift in avenging the indignity 


A coTifpi* 

racy €t^ 
guifji hi: 
life dijh* 


done the family, and in ridding the provinces of a tyrant, 
whofe foie aim was to acquire the fovercignty of the 
country, and fiibjedl the United Provinces to a moie cruel 
flavery than they had fuffered under the dominion of Spaifh 
But Groenveldt received the propofal with horror, and ufed 


every argument in his power to prevail upon JVilllam to 
drop an attempt which mufl terminate in the ruin and dif- 
g^acc of the confpirators. His rcmonftrance produced no 
effeiEf; William was obftinate and implacabl^f \ his violent 


fpirit knew no bounds, and he refolved to purfue his venge- 
ance at the hazard of his own deflruciiv^fl. He engaged i^ 
the plot a number of AnntnlanSy affuated by the lime aver- 
fion to Mmruiy and defue of refeuing their country from 
* bondage. 
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Itondage, as himfelf. It was determined to (hoot the prince 
cn his way from Ryfwic to the Hague ^ and the confpirators 
had ell their proper parrs afiigned them, the arms were pur<« 
chafed, j^d the day for execution fixed. Two of his ailb-* 
ciates, ftruck with remorfe, diicovered the confpiracy ; the 
prince returned to the Hague^ doub^d his guards, and Bar^ 
neveldt efcaped to Antwerp^ where be died feme years after. 
Four of the confpirators w'cre feized, tried, condemned, 
and folemnly executed. Groenveldt likcwife was taken ihto 
cuftody, and condemned as a party, becaufe he had not 
difeo^^red his brother’s intentions. It was not fufficient 
that he had endeavoured to diffuade him from the attempt ; 
he was beheaded, and confidered by the people as a martyr 
to fraternal a(Fe£tion, and an innocent vi£lim ofiered to 
appeafe the refentment of prince Maurice 
f he per/e- THIS opportunity was favourable to the Gomarijisy and 

euttoKre- they did not fail to embrace it to renew their perfccutions 
nrwsd a- againft the Arminian party. They gave out that the whole 
gatnft the ^^5 engaged in the confpiracy ; notwithfianding the 
. cdi6l: of the ftates, which had forbid the revival of all'^reli- 

gious difputcs, they began pubjifliing bitter invedtives 
againft the Arminians 5 and even accufed a little fociety, 
formed for the fupport of poor fedlarifts, o(»a defign againft 
the government. It was affirmed, that the Arminian minif* 
ters, banifticd the provinces, returned in difguife, at^d 
were exerting their utmoft influence to excite the people to 
rebellion. In a word, they carried their violences to fp 
great a length, and were fo powerfully fupported by 
prince of Orange^ that, by an ordonnance publifhed in the 
month oi Februarjy in the name of Maurice and^the fliri.es 
of TJtrecbty the Arminians were declared rebels and enemies 
to their country ; they were proferibed afrefh, and a reward 
of 600 livres offered to whoever fliould accufe any of them 
of crimes and mifdemeanors againft the government, or de- 
iigns upon the prince of Orange ; nor vi'as the reward limit- 
ed to VonviSfion : the accufer had his pay upon lodging 
the heads of his accufation in fome public court ; and by 
this a door was opened for corruption, perjury, and perfe- 
cution. Armed with Icgiflative power, the GomariJU kept 
no bounds ; they not only abufed the Arminians from the 
pulpit, reviling them with the opprobrious names of traitcurs 
and parricide^, but they proceeded to perfecute indi^duals, 
and to eftabli(h courts as iniquitous and oppreffive as thofe 
inquifitions whic^f had originally occafioned the defe<^ioii 


Nuvill/ Hift. de Hollander tom. i. lib. ^ 
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6f the Seven Prei/ifkes* JTbe Armimans prcicnted a petition ^ 
Graving the proteftion the ftates general againft Aich 
unprecedented cruelty. Th^ fdemnly difavowell all 
knowledge of the horrid dhnfpiracy with Which Viey were 
charged } they remonftratcd on the injuftice of perfecuting 
a whole body of peop{e for the crimes of certain guilty 
i^embers ; they declared their having no relation j connec- 
tion, or intereft in the fate of the confpirators, whom they 
defefted and abhorred \ they urged their fervices to the ftates^ 
and prefled that they might be <ried by the laws of their 
country in the ufual form, and not dragged before courts 
determined upon finding them criminal. The famous 
Grotius fupported this petition with an apology for the^fr-^ 
miniansy founded on the common rights of humanity^ and 
the laws of the provinces ; but this mafterly piece, inftead 
of convincing, ferved only to irritate the minds of the Go^ 
martjls. The ftates did not care to interpofe, as the prince 
of Orangey and the province of Utrechty had given fanAion to 
the perfecution. And thus the unfortunate Arminians were 
left I prey to the moft implacable of all enemies, as they 
were actuated by the fpirit of political and theological 
rancour. 

It muft indeed be confefted that the Gomartfts had fomd 
appearance of reafon for their perfecutions, and that the 
pgnce of Orange^ in particular, had caufe for that implacable 
hatred he bore to the Arminian faflion, who had long wifhcd 
tQ fee the influence of his family retrenched. All the ac- 
CQfAplices in the late confpiracy were of this party ; and 
Slatiusy an Arminian preacher of Blifwicky now in cuftody^ 
aiflnduaUy engaged in the plot, had confefled on |he rack^ 
that all the principal perfons of his perfuaflon were acceflk- 
ries to the deflgn of aflaffinating Mauricey and fubverting th6 
government. . This evidence wasgextorted from him by the 
violence of the torture, and the hope given him of pardon ; 
however, it left fufpicions injurious to the Armenians in the 
minds of feveral men extremely moderate in their fend- 
ments ; though, when his declaration came to .be read, it 
appeared a mere tilTue of malevolence and calumny. He 
was therefore condemned to death ; and a libel he had pub- 
lilhed the preceding year againft the prince of Orangey or- 
dened to be burned by the ignominious hands of the execu- 
tioner Several other perfons were beheaded mt the Hagui 
and Leydeny only becaufe they were Armin iansy and confe** 

Nuvillb, tom. 1. lib. V. 
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<|uently {tippofed favourers of the violent meafurcs upon 
which fome turbulent, beadftrong, and bigotted perfons of 
the fame fafiion had entered. The rigour of thefe pro- 
ceedings 4f3LS generally condemnid ; it was thought inju* 
rious to liberty, that attempts againll the life of the prince 
of Orange Ihould be deemed equiv^ent to deligns formed 
againll the government, which was adlually acknowledging 
that he was the head of the republic, and in a manner the 
7reetiy fovereign of the JJniud Provinces. ^ 

*with the In this manner was Holland torn with civil fa£lion, while 
Jiates of at the fame time opprefled with an expcnfive, bloody war, 
JBarbary. againft the whole power of the Spanijh monarchy ; and her 
commerce difturbed by the piracies of the Barbary corfairs, 
cfpecially thofe of Tunis and Algiers. The ftates complained, 
by their ambaflaclors, to the courts of Fez and Conjlantinople^ 
under whofe protedion the Barbary ftates Ikreen'them- 
fclves but they could obtain no redrefs, becaufe feveral of 
thefe claim a kind of independency, under the dominion of 
their deys, and prove extremely ufeful auxiliaries to the 
grand fignior, and the emperor of Morocco. In drder, 
therefore, to get rid of fuch troublefome foes, the ftates en- 
tered into a kind of compofition with the maritime cities of 
Barbary^ whereby it was declared, thau the enemies of 
either fhould be regarded as the enemies of both. This 
agreement waapurchafed by a fum of money ; and, to renter 
it more valid, a treaty was ftruck up between the United 
Provincesy and the joint empire of Fez and Morocco. Jn 
confequence, they committed hoftilities againft the 
ardsj in which they were afftfted by the Dutch and Germans ; 
although the latter were waging an adual land- wfj^ with the 
ftates ; for the emperor, without declaring openly againft 
fhe HoUanderSy maintained two formidable armies to affift 
their enemies, and, if ppftible, to reduce the Netherlands 
once more under the dominion of the houfe of Auftria. One 
. was diftingpifiied by the name of the German catholics ; it 
had been employed againft the proteftants of Bohernwy com- 
manded by count Tillyy and was now ordered to advance 
into Frifdand. The other, conduced by Gonzales de Cor-* 
dovay a^cd along the Lower Rhine in the duchies of yubers 
and Gueldresy and was compofed chiefly of Spaniardsy under 
, the direcftoii of the emperor. It was propofed to join the& to 
Spinok^s army, in order to form fuch a body of fbrees as 
ihould, at one blqw^crufli the rebellious Hollanders. 

A. D. Sensible was tranfading among the enemy, the 

1624. ftates endea\if jured to ward oft the impending ftroke, by an 

aaiiice 
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artifice ■ that fucccedcA They again employed Manfueldt^ 
and the bilhop of Halberfiadt^ to make a diveilion; furnilh- 
ing them with money to begin new levies. With thei'e 
auxiliaries it was refolved to*carry the war into Lif^e^ Co» 
lognej and the catholic part of Iveftphalia^ in order to draw 
the attention of Tilly agd Gonzales from the United Pro^ 
vinces. They likewife entered into an alliance with Betlen 
GaboTj prince of Tanfylvania^ in open rebellion againft 
the cfhiperor, with a view to employ the imperial army 
in Hungary ; and by attacking the court of Vienna in fo 
many parts, diilradf her councils, and divide her forces. 

Manfveldt began his expeditioiis, or rather his depreda-^ 
tions, in Eaft Frifeland and Weflphalia. He ravaged, pil- 
laged, and defolated with the cruelty of a barbarian ; re- 
fpedting neither age nor fex, and robbing without diftinc- 
tion the indigent and wealthy. Encouraged by his fuccefs, 
the garrifon in the little town of Lippe made irrup« 
tions into IVeftphalia^ levied prodigious contributions, and 
infpired the ftates with a high opinion of the fcheme con- 
certed tft divert the enemy, and an inclination to augment 
the irregular auxiliaries. With refpedt to the biOiop of 
Halberftadt^ the Spaniards oppofed his croffing the fVefer^ 
and placed ftrong g^rrifons in Hoxter^ Hamelen^ Rintelen^ and 
Wecht ; but count Stirum^ a few days after, took this lad 
plac^ by aflkult, and put the whole garrifon to the fword. 

Thefe hoftilities, and others, committed in Lower Saxony^ 
produced an affembly of the princes, where a league was 
concl^lBed for the defence of the circle. The bilhop of 
’ Uallerftadt was chofen captain -general of the forces of the 
^ ciscl^^y vv4vch the powers in alliance thought to detach 
him from the intcreft of Manfveldt and the United Provinces,’ 

His brother, the duke of Brunjwic^ engaged to the emperor 
for his honour ; and, in confcquence, Tilly had infirudions 
not to penetrate into Lowjr Saxony. To thefe promifes 
made by the duke the ambitious prelate paid littl^ regaj;d. 

• He faw himlelf at the head of a fine army of 19,000 foot, 
and 5600 horfe ; he defpifed the emperor’s pardon, and 
drew upon himfelf the indignation of the court of Vienna^ „ 
the allied powers of Lower Saxony, and the whole weight of \ , 
count Tiliy\ forces. In confcquence, he was defeated at ^ 

Statlo,^^nd his army entirely deftroyed, except 6000 of the 'piUy. • 
fcattered rSmains, picked up, and retained in their fervice, 
by the Hollanders 
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Upon the bifhop’s defeat, ManJveUt xttitcd to Frtfe* 
land^ a province at that time difturbed by civil diilentions. 
In the city of Emhden alone wej[e no lefs than three parties ; 
one derfarcd for the natural fovereign, one for the emperor, 
and a third for the United Provinces, Tilly ^ who knew the 
ill treatment which the inhabitantsireceived from Manfveldt^ 
thought to profit by the averfion they entertained for that 
general and the friends of the bifhop of Halberftadt^ ai^ for 
that purpofe to enter the territory of Embden in conjunaion 
with Gonzales* The United Provinces were apprifed of his 
dcfign foon enough to prevent it, by fending^ prince iilfwry 
and count Erneft Cafirnir of Nqffau^ with a body of forces, 
towards the city. A garrifon of twelve complete companies 
was left in the town and citadel ; the harbour was put into 
a ftatc of defence, and the whole party for the emperor 
banifhed. This precaution deftroyed all Till/^ fchemes,< 
and obliged him to retire to Wefiphalia^ where he revenged 
the difappointment on the towns held in that country by the 
Hollanders, Sparemberg^ and fcveral places of lefs cj)nlide- 
ration, felt the efFe£fs of his refentment j after which he 
inarched to invert Lippe^ or Lippftat^ the only remaining 
town the Hollanders polferted in Wejiphalia^ and a place of 
the utmoft confequence. The garrifon, Rompofed of French 
and Dutch foldiers, was nuQierous, and well provided. 
Tilly made regular approaches, battered the walls with great 
fury, gave the aflault, and was vigoroufly repulfed ; but 
finding that Manfueldt did not care to hazard a batt!^ <he 
garrifon at lart furrendered the place Upon honourable^DiH 
ditions. As the winter approached, the armies o|^th 
fides r^ired into quarters ; and fruitlefs ncgoliftions^rb’ 
renewed in this, as in every other preceding feafon. Before 
we refume the military operations by land, it will be ne- 
ceflary to give a fhort view of the naval tranfadions of the 
United Provinces. 

Naval SpON after the treaty with the ftates of Barbary^ the pro- 
tran/ac- Vinces experienced how little confidence ought to be placed 
tions. in the faith of pirates, who judge of right by power and the 
fword. Four Dutch fhips were attacked on the coaft of 
Genoa by the corfairs oi Algiers ^ and three were taken after 
a long and bloody engagement. The fourth, determined 
not to fall into the hands of fo cruel and peri^dioifs an 
enemy, foVight defperately j and the crew, finding all en- 
deavours vain, ^fff fire to the powder- roorh, and blew 
themfelves u’^Nvith feventy of the barbarians, who had 
boarded th<^’ veflel. Nor was this the only lofs fuftained 
( . 'this 
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this year ; another of importance happened, in con- 
fequence of a well -concerted plan of the court of Madrid^ 
whereby upwards of an hundred fail of Dutch fliips ^ere 
feized in the harbours of and Portugal (A). 

But thofe lodes, conliderable as they appears, were 
amply recompenfed by the prodigious fuccefs of the Eaft 
India company. The itade was extended, the fettlements 
eftabliflied on the moft fecure footing, the enemies colonies 
mifyably harraffed, and their (hipping entirely deftroyed. 

Above fixty rich veflels were taken or funk, and the booty 
amounted to upwards of two millions fterling, a remittance 
no^ made to Europe^ to enable the provinces to fupport the 
war with vigour, and extricate themfelves with honour out 
of a quarrel of which ^ain grew heartily tired 

The naval operations of Holland were not confined to Succejfei 
Europe and AJia^ a ftrong flcet'was fcnt to America under ^he 
admiral Hermit^ with inftruftions to penetrate to the fourcc in 
of thofe vaft treafures, which the Spaniards drew from 
Peru^ and their fettlements on the fouthern continent of 
Amerigi. JVillekens had been detached with a fquadron to 
BraJU about four months before. When the viceroy of 
Lima underftood that a Dutch fleet was upon the coafl, he 
immediately equipped a powerful armament, which he drew 
up in the port orCallao^ on which he doubted not the Hoi* 
landers would make their attack. Hermit was not dif- 
coaraged by the fuperiority of the enemy j they were more 
than double his force, but he boldly crouded fail for the 
harr^ur, and greatly aflonifhed the Spaniards at his bold- 
who were then preparing to give bim chace, not ex^ 
would prefume to offer battle. The engage- 
ment wa?%egun by the two admirals, whofe exanfple was 
followed by the vice-admirals, and the conflidi maintained 
with great obftinacy, until the Spanijh admiral’s Oiip, with 
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(A) It mud be remembered, 
jthat, through the whole courfe 
of this war, the Dutch traded 
to the Spanijh ports, as if they 
had been in entire friendihip 
with the crown; than whicti 
nothing 1:an furnifli a flronger 
idea of the attachment of the 
Hollanders to gain and com- 
merce. It was no uncommon 
praAicc with them to fupply 


towns, with provifion, that were 
befieged by their own armies ; 
and to furnifh the enemy with 
ammunition, and other necefla- 
rses; without which they could 
not continue the war. Their 
motive and their 4 |pology was, 
that they, by this means, k»t 
in their the profits 

with which otni^lMltions would 
be enriched 
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80c men on board, was funk, ani\he vice-admiral's btirhed. 
The lofs of thefe two Oiips was fuccceded by the deftrudtion 
of nine more, fix of which were funk, and three burned. 
Tlie ei^my retired under ihe oannon of the town ; Hermit 

f urfuca, and the afiion was renewed with redoubled fury, 
n the fpacc of an hour eleven Spanijh men of war were 
funk, taken, and deftroyed ; and ^he confternation was fo 
great in Lima^ that had the admiral purfued his blow, he 
muft infallibly have taken the town, and gained poiTfffion 
of the immenfe treafures lodged in the citadel. But he 
wanted to refresh his men, in order to attack the place with 
more vigour next day ; by which time the viceroy had 
affembled a numerous army that rendered an attempt im- 
pradicable. 

Admiral Willekem arrived in AlUSaints bay on the 8 th 
day of May^ and next day caft anchor before the town of 
St. Salvador^ the capital of the country, and the refidence' 
of the Portuguefevxc^Toy. His fquadron confided of nine 4 
large (hips, manned with 1500 Tailors and 2000 marines. 
All the foldicrs were put on board the four (hips that com- 
pofed the van, in order to perfuade the enemy that the 
other fliips were equally crouded, Willekim landed with all 
his forces, drove the enemy from the Aore, and obliged 
them to hide themfelvcs behind the walls of the city 5 the 
vice-admiral, in the mean time, gaining polfclEon of a 
ftrong battery that formed a kind of out- work, on a pro- 
jedling rock. Next day they found the town abandoned by 
the inhabitants, and the gates fet open ; however, thc3^ar- 
rifon flill continued in the caftle, until finding that ail 
fiftance would prove fruitlcfs, they furrendered. 
was pirtaged, and vaft quantities of rich merenandife fent 
on board, for the ufe of the Wejl hidia company ; nor did the 
foldiers even fpare the churches, from whence they carried 
yaft quantities of plate, and other valuable moveables. 
Colonel Van Dort was appointed governor of the town, 
and el ftroRg garrifon left to fupport hjs government. His 
firft a< 9 : was, to publilh a manifcfto, in the name of the 
Hates, allowing liberty of confcience to all who would taktf 
an oath of fidelity to the republic of the United Provinces. 
He then hoifted the Spanijh flag, in order to deceive the 
Spanijh and Poriuguefe Aipping, and had the good forjune 
to feize eight rich merchantmen by the (Iratagem. fViUekens 
difpatcbed three men of war to Europe^ with an account of 
the fuccefs of t^rvpedition. On their voyage they took 
feveral valj||hff prizes, and their arrival in Holland gave the 
3/ greateft 
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greateft fatisfadion, a^Tt was not doubted but the entire 
conqueft of the BraJUs would be the confequence • 

While the Vntud Prminces were thus viftorious in Atne- Spi- 
rica^ the court of Spain jvas making great preparatidhs to 
opprefs them in Europe^ and bring to an end a ^r which 
had hitherto fcrved only to draw the treafures of Peru and 
Mexico into Holland, flThe deilgns of the Spaniards^ how- 
ever, created lefs uneafinefs to the ftates, than the condudl 
of«their allies, whofe rapacity became more troublefome 
than their fervices were ufefu]. Manfveldt^ deftitute of 
money and provifions, in Eaft Frifeland^ kept poiTeffion of 
feveral fortrefles, which he ofibred to fell to the ftates gene- 
ral for 300,000 florins ; a propofal that was accepted, tho* 
extremely unjuft, becaufe his troops were exprefsly hired 
for that fervice. By this means the Duich^ who were al- 
ready in polleflion of Emhden^ formed a good barrier on that 
fide againft the incurfions of the Germans and Spaniards* 
Manfveldt now refblved to penetrate iino the biftiopric of 
Munfter ; but, being defeated in feveral enterprifes he had 
fornried, his troops deferted fo faft, that he returned to Hol^ 
land with a numbef of officers, who profelTed themfelves 
entirely at his devotion, and rivetted to his fortune. The 
feverity and duration of the froft encouraged the Spaniards 
quartered in Cfeves to undertake two expeditions upon the 
ice. They crofled the TJfily entered Velau^ and penetrated 
tb the province of Holland^ in which they had not before 
fet foot for a number of years. By the other expedition it 
propofed to invade the territory of Drente^ and the 
TJmwnce of Groningen, Prince Maurice^ hearing of thje pre- 
at Antwerp^ fruftrated the defign, put the for- 
trefles iflfo the beft pofture of defence, and empliyed feve- 
ral thoufand men in breaking the ice at all the paflages ; yet 
could not all his vigilance prevent the count de Bergue frolm 
croffing the YJJel^ with 40 tit)ops of horfe and 10,000 infan- 
try, overwhelming Dutch Gueldeiland with confternation, 
and advancing to Arnheim^ a place to ,which ^he laid fiege. 

The garrifon had been feafonably reinforced ; it made a vi- 
gorous refiftance ; but the exceflivc inclemency of the wea- 
ther gave greater obftruftion to the count's progrefs, than 
the fire and fallies of the befieged. He therefore dropped 
the enterprife, and pufbed forward to Eede^ where he re- 
ceived advice that the prince of Orange was arrived at 
Uirechti with all his forces, and 40 pieces of c*annon. This 
intelligence broke all his meafures,^^Q^ he began to think 
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pf an expeditious retreat, fr.om*ln*»apprehen{ion he (hould 
he Ihut up by the breaking of the froft, and expofed to far 
mine, and the hazard of a defeat. He retired with preci- 
pitation, and repaired the TJfeU abandoning all the great dcr 
Agns he/had formed, with the lofs of near half his army, 
which periihed by cold, hunger, or the fword; tht^Dutch 
garrifons in Jrnheim^ Zuipherty andk Deventevy fallying out 
upen his rear, and making proidigious (laughter. Nor was 
the other expedition very fuccefsful, though it bore 
moft promifiog afpeitl ; it ended in burning fame villages, 
and taking prifoners a number of peafants ; the prince of 
Oranges diligence entirely confounded the Spaniardsy who 
thought to And the provinces defencelefs, and lulled in pro- 
found fecurity. 

Still the old quarrel continued between the elector of 
Brandenburghy ailiited by the* Dutch and the German protef- 
tants ; and the duke of Newburghy ru[’ported by the Spani^ 
wds and catholic powers, about the fucceilion to the duchy 
of Juliers, The wretched inhabitants of CleveSy fuliersy 
la Marcy Ravenjbergy and Rav^einy were equally opp^eiled 
by both parties ; each of which endeavoured to fupport their 
claims at the expence of the country. This gave birth to 
a negotiation between the eledor and duke, whereby it was 
prcpofed to compromife a difference, that tdnded only to de- 
folate the people whom both called their fubjedis. A treaty 
was Agned, and the parties fent the articles to the HagM 
and BruJfeUy to receive the fanSion of the ftates, and the 
archduchefs. But neither the Spaniards nor the Dutch cl^fe 
to reAgn the towns they poffeAed in the countries dirpuj^^t^%. 
and thus the whole negotiation was rendered fruitl^, 
the inhabitants kept in a Aate qf grievous oppreflioCS;; 

Casual A STRICT regard tp their feveral interefts, was the only 
tranfac- particular in which the archduchefs and the ftates of the 
United Previmes While that princefs joined ilTu^ 

with the Duteby in reje£ling a treaty which would havo 
reftored peacf to the territories of Juliers and CleveSy ihe was 
taking meafures to repair the loiles lately fuftained on the 
ocean, and recompenfe the mifearriage of the late expedi- 
tions into the provinces. With this view {he bad colle£i;e 4 
a conAderable nav^l force at Dunkirky conAfting of nine 
large men of war, aqd a great number of fmall privateers, 
with which incredible damage was done to the DuUh^ovtt^ 
merce. BeAdes a variety of other vcffels, Afty Aihing- 
buffes, and an pan of war of 50 guns, were takcq 

by the enemy word, fo formidable was this fquadron, 
(hat the ftates /^ered a re ward, pf ip,pco florins, and the 
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benefit of the prize, « whoever ihould equip a force fuffi- 
(cient to take one of the larger vefiels } the fame reward was * 
offered for each of the nine men of war, and a proportionable 
gratuity for Angle privatjers. Excited by thefe promifes, 
a number of adventurers foon appeared y and, afiiong the 
reft, general Lambert 5 who, with a confiderable force, gave 
chace to fix men of w^, as they quitted Dunkirk^ came up 
with them, and maintained a bloody engagement for feveral 
hqprs. He was killed by a mufket-balT in the heat of the 
.aSion, a great number of his people perilhed, and the 
whole Dutch fleet was extremely (battered : but the enemy 
did not fare better ; one of their (hips, with the whole 
crew, went to the bottom ; another was driven afhore, and 
deftroyed ; and the four remaining men of war (lieered off* 
in a wretched plight to the Englijh coaft. Though this en- 
gagement did not prove dedifivc^ it however checked the 
ardour of the Spaniards^ who now flackened greatly in their 
cruifes, and appeared with more caution out of their har- 
bours. The Dutch^ however, fully ballanced the lofles 
fiiftajned here, by other more fortunate cruifes on the coafts 
of Spaitiy Portugal^ and Barbary. Among other valuable 
prizes, they took a (hip laden with the plate, rich furniture, 
and money, of the conde de Lemos^ viceroy of Sicily^ efti- 
mated at i50,o3o/. fterling**. 

These, and other misfcrtun^s, obliged the Spaniards to ^Treaty 
Ifave recourfe to extraordinary methods to repnir their ma- *witb 
rine ; for which purpofe feveral French (hips were detained France, 
in^^eir ports, and the crews and (hipping employed in the 
fervicc. France remonftrated upon this violence of- 
the rights of nations, but could obtain no redrefs ; 

* and thisYurni&ed a pretext for a clofer alliance between the 
French king and the provinces. Ambafikdors were fent to 
PariSf and a treaty was concluded; whereby the ftates 
agreed, on their part, not to enter upon any negotiations of 
peace, or even a truce, without the confent of his moft 
chriftian majefty ; to alTociate the king’s fubje<5f| in top trade 
to the Eaft Indies \ to allow the free exercife of their reli- 
gion to the French ambaflador, his domeftics, and the king’s 
troops ferving in the provinces, provided this was done in 
fo private a manner as to give no umbrage to the profelTors 
of the eftablifhed religion of the provinces ; and to revoke 
ithftir (reaties with the corfairs of Barbary. At the fame 
time the ftates contradted an alliance with the crown of 
^nglandf which never proved of any ^/rrrVice, unlefs we ex* 
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ccpt the opportunity with which ft furnifhed the Holland 
diVSy of gaining poiTeifion of feme Englijh fettletnents in 
the Eajl Indies^ by the moft infidious and barbarous con- 
duiSt, wlj^h James was too indoknt and pufillanimous to 
refent K 

What rendered the Dutch more eager to fortify them- 
Preparati- by alliances, were the vaft preparations making by 
ens of the 5 ^® Spaniards and the archduchels in the Netherlandsy where 
Spani- it was reported an army of 50,000 men would open Kie 
ards. campaign. One divifion of this extraordinary force, was 
deftined to a^l: in Brabcnty and to lay fiege to Breda^ un- 
der the conduft of Spinola. It confided of 26,000 in- 
fantry, and 5000 cavalry. A fecond corps of 9000 foot, 
and 3000 horfe, under the count de Bcrgy it was pro- 
pofed, (hould attack the plages held by the Dutch and the 
eleftor of Brandenburghy in the duchies of Juliers and 
Clenjes \ while a third body was to form a flying camp, 
and make inroads into the provinces, by means of the 
Vaal and Meufe. The command of this camp was af- 
figned to Juan Bravo de Lagunas. All that the ftates 
could oppofe to fo formidable an army, was a corps con- 
iifting of 13,000 infantry and 4000 horfe, under the im- 
mediate command of the prince of Orar^Cy and another 
of 6000 foot, and 18 troops of dragoons, conduiled by 
prince Henry y but fubjedt to the»orders of Maurice. The 
former was deftined to oppofe Spinduy and the latter to 
cover the countries which the count de Berg was dire(fted 
to invade. On the i6th day of Julyy Splnola quitted 
fchy and advanced with his whole army towards 
which aljirmed Bredoy though he had taken evj^ rmm*t 
fure to conceal his real dcfign upon that city. Jujiln 
NaJJaUy the natural fon of William prince of Orangey was 
governor of Breda \ he fupplied the garrifon in the moft 
plentiful manner with provifion and ammunition, broke 
down the bridges and avenues to the city, ruined the fur- 
roundtng nfills, laid the adjacent country wafte, and de- 
firoyed whatever could prove ufeful to the enemy, or any 
way afEft their approaches. Prince Henry ufed the fame 
precautions for the fecurity of Rees and Emmericy and 
armed the peafants to defend the paffes. In the month of 
Augujly the count de Berg laid fxege to Mundebergy garj*i- 
foned by Bxandenhurghersy and obliged^, it to furfender. 
Thence he marched to Clcvesy which fo alarmed the gar- 
rifoii, that, reticpf*g^ the citadel, they left the city open 
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to the Sptmmrds^ upon yrhich the magiftrates prcfented 
the keys to the Spanijh general, alid put theinfelves under 
jthe protection of the archducbefs. Soon after the icitadel 
fiirrendered, after a feeble refiftance; and thet^ victorious 
Spaniards^ without regarding their promifis to the magif- 
trates, obliged the townfmen to purchafe an exemption 
from being pillaged,* at an enormous price. After taking 
an oath of fidelity to the archduchefs from the inhabitants, 
tne count formed feveral unfuccefsful enterprifes againft 
Jiave/iein^ leaving a ftrong garrifon in Cleves, .However 
he found means to reduce Griet and Genep^ before be 
marched to join Sptnola^ who had by this time invefted 
Breda. 

This city was among the ftrongefl and moft confide- Sie^eof 
rable places in the Netherlands^ being fortified with the ut- Breda, 
moft caution and ability, by the late and prefent princes 
of Orange. The citadel, which formed the refidence of 
the princes of that family, was furrow nded by a ditch of 
prodigious depth and height filled with water, and a 
flrtfng wall, defended by three great baftions. The arfe- 
jial was celebrated' for its extent, and the vaft quantities 
of arms and military ftores it contained. As to Spinola^ 
he was perfcCljy acquainted with the ftrength.of the place, 
and thought he ihould expofe his whole army to immi- 
nent deftruClion, ftiould* he attempt an afl’aulr, before he 
^ad regularly carried on his approaches. He even refolved 
upon reducing the city by famine, as the method attended 
V?th leaft danger to his army; and accordingly begun with 
'dr*^.jymg trenches round for the fpaceoffour miles, cre6t- 
and redoubts at certain diftances. He^eftablifhei 
his he ad- quarters at Ginneken^ count IJJemberg was poftei 
at Haggerty the baron de Balanfon .at Tetcringen and Tir- 
haden^ while Baglioni had his quarters at Conniberg^ extend- 
ing along the defeent of the river Marcky over which he 
had formed a bridge of boats. The redoubts fituated be- 
tween the quarters of Spinola and IJfemherg^ lying betwixt 
the rivers March and were defended bv the Italians 
and the Lanfquenets ; from thence to Baglionts quarters, 
by the German and Irijh auxiliaries ; along to the quarters 
pf Balancon^ by the Flemings and IValkons^ and the re- 
ipaindcr of the trenches quite to that of Spinola^ were de- 
fend(!d by the Spaniards. Such was the difpofition of the 
befiegers ; every thing was conduced with the utmoft re- 
gularity, and the court of -Br^/y’cikVxtained the moft 
ianguine hope of faccefs. 
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On the other hand, the gaitilSnVconfifting of 7000 in- 
fantry, and feveral troqps of horfe, compofed of Englijh^ 
French^ and Dutch ibldiers, took the moft vigorous mea- 
fures ^or their own defence. TThe Englijh were under 
the comtiifind of colonel Morgan^ who had frequently dif- 
tinguilbed his valour in the fervice of the Itates ; the 
French dire£led by colonel de HautPtive^ and the Dutch 
troops were fubjeft to the immediate orders of colonel 
Lohre^ though the whole received their inftruflions frqpfi 
JuJiin NaJJaUy the governor. The French were oppoled to 
the quarters of Spinola^ the Englijh to thofe of Baglioni 
and Balanpn^ and the Dutch troops were polled in that 
part of the city which was fronted by the quarters of the 
count de IJJemberg. In this manner did this memorable 
fiege commence. The lirft advantage was gained by Bag^ 
lioniy who feized a large convoy of provifions and ftores 
coming up the river, converting the boats into a bridge* 
This lofs difpirlted the befieged, and reduced them to a 
Hated allowance of bread ; however they were encouraged 
by the return of the prince of Orange to the Hague^ ^fter 
having retaken Clevesy and obliged the Spanijh garrifon to 
furrender at diferetion. He now advanced to Werkam^ 
and was contriving the means of diverting Spinok^s atten- 
tion from the liege of Breda, by a fccond Attempt on An^ 
twerp, which likewife mifearriee^ juft as it was on the 
point of execution, though planned with the utmoft cau* 
tion and ability. Already the Dutch cavalry had gained 
podeiiion of all the avenues to the city, the ditch 
filled with boats, and feveral ladders applied to the 
in the night, when a Spanijh centinel difeovered 
fign. Immediately the alarm fpread, the garrifon ^as un- 
der arms, and the governor had the addrefs to order a 
number of trumpets artd warlike inftruments to be found- 
ed in different parts of the city, to apprize the Hollanders 
that he ftood in his defence. By this the prince’s troops 
were feized with a pannic, they conceived a whole army 
enclofed within, they abandoned their pofts with great 
precipitation, and were deaf to all Maurice*^ intreaties and 
menaces, until they got beyond the reach of danger. 
About ten days after, the prince prevailed upon his troops 
to refume the enterprize; but it was then too late, and 
he perceived before he could approach the city, th^t tHb 
garrifon was prepared. This obliged him to withdraw his 
army, after which hp. retired to the Hague^ where care, 
chagrin, and dijpffT^ointment, brought on a difordcr th^t 
ended with in the 88th year of his age^ forty of 
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which had been conftancly employed in the fervice of his 
country. He was buried at DelfU in the tomb erefted 
for his father^ regretted as the preferver of his c(Juntry, 
and admired as the greatefl: ftatefman and w^ior of his rice’s 
age. Vigilant, indefatigable, [^netrating, cautious, en- dcathand 
terprizing and fagac^us, he united all the virtues of a charaSter. 
general and hero, with the knowledge of a fcholar. Par- 
ticularly learned in the arcs belonging to the cabinet and 
tne field, he had alfo made great proficiency in thofe more 
properly within the fphere of the gentleman and the philo- 
fopher. He had a tafte for the fine arts, efpecially draw- 
ing and archicedture \ but his principal ftudy was engineer- 
ing, fortification, and thofe branches of the mathematics 
which relate to the military art. In thefe he was a maf- 
ter, having proved, the fpeculative knowledge by long 
and affiduous practice. His camp was the fchool of great 
officers, where perfons of the highefl; diftin£tion, and the 
beft foldiers in France^ received the firfl; principles of 
edu^cation. Ambition was his prevailing foible. This had 
led him into fome violences inconfifient with the general 
tenor of his conduct, unpleafing to his countrymen, and 
almoft deftrudive of liberty. He gave birth to a fadlion, 
which had mct*e than once endangered his life, that, to 
this day, continues to divide the republic, and will proba- 
bly, in the refult, hafien the difTolution of the government, 
the fubjeeSlion of the provinces to fome foreign power, the 
•total lofs of freedom, and that natural liberty for which 
?«e Hollanders had fo long and fo ftrenuoufly ftruggled. 
HiS^^mbition, however, was the weaknefs of a great mind ; 

It fothczimes fhaded, but never concealed hif> extraordi- 
nary merit, his generofity and patriotifm ; like a cloud be- 
fore the fun, it damped the ardour, but could not obfeure 
the whole radiance of his glory (A). 

While 


(A) When prince Maurice 
returned to the Hague, he left 
his army at Ro/endal, wich or- 
ders that prince Henry (hould 
join it with his corps, and the 
auxiliaries expeded ftomFrance, 
The Aiftrudions to Henry were to 
attempt railing the fiege of Bre- 
da, on the jundion of all his 
forces ; but this he did not live 
to fee accompliihed, and the 
q>preiieArions he was under for 


this city, which compofed a 
part of the family-eftate, en- 
creafed his malady, and acce- 
lerated his death. There were 
only three particulars refpefl:- 
ing his military conduft, which 
he wiihed on his death-bed had 
been otherwile. He repented 
of fought the battle of 

Nenvport, '"Vv^^ich though it add- 
ed to hia gDty, produced no 
^ advantage 
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While prince Maurice was bSlied before Anttverp^ 
while be lay fick at the Hagucy and during the general 
defpondency that fucceeded his death, Spinola profecuted the 
fiege of ^eda with the utmoft diligence and vigour. On 
his pulhing his trenches near the baftions, the befieged 
began a terrible fire to retard his approaches, and fuftained 
it with fuch vehemence and obdinac}^ that Spinola was ia 
hopes they muft foon furrender for want of ammunition. 
But here he formed a falfe judgment of the prudence 6 i 
fuftin NaJJaUy who finding he could not accomplifh his 
purpofe, by the mod terrible firing that ever was kept up, 
refolvcd to try the efFeft of water. With this view, he 
flopped up the courfe of the river Marcky and having 
formed a large bafon of water, opened the fluices, fwept 
away men, horfes, and houfes in an inundation, and over- 
flowed the whole country. The chief force of the tor- 
rent fell upon Spimla's quarters, and he exerted his utmoft 
ability to remove the confequences. He dug up large 
pits, and cut out ditches and canals to receive the water; 
but thefc being filled, and the whole ground covered over, 
fo as to appear one uniform mafs of water, ferved only 
to entrap his cavalry. The inundation was augmented 
by the rains which happened to fall, only^.the count of 
JJfemberg^s quarters remained fufliciently dry for the infan- 
try to encamp in j a mortality among the foldiers and 
horfes enfixed, and of his whole army Spinola had fcarce 
12,000 men fit for fcrvice by the month of December^ 
With thefe inconfiderable remains, lines of vaft exte^ 
were to be defended, the works were to be advanced 
failles from the garrifon repulfed, provifions to 
veyed into tfi'ie camp, and all this to be eiFe£led, while Spi^ 
nola, who was the very foul of a£rion, was confined to a 
fick-bed. 

In the garrifon, an epidemical difeafe and fcarcity, like- 
wife prevailed ; but the excellent regulations made, and 
ftridly obferved, enabled the town to hold out three or 
four months beyond the time expedfed. The magiftrates 


advantage to the republic. He 
blamed himfelf for not follow- 
ing the counfel ofl^ed him 
when he reduced Sluys, of laying 
under water the towns poflefled 
by the Spaniards^ on the Rhine 
and Meufe ; and he tpxed him- 
felf feverely, for ^'not taking 


pofleffioD of Spt/to/a*3 quarters 
before Breda, at the time the 
fiege was forming. Hiftory 
cannot inftance fo few errors in 
the conduft of any man, who 
a£led at the head of an army 
for the fpace of forty years. 
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bought the corn, fold it*to the' bakers at a certain price, 
obliging them to fell the bread to the inhabitants and gar- 
rifon at a price affixed, and returning the overplus of (heir 
pay to the foldiers. A variety of other pruden#^ regula- 
tions were cftabliflied by the magiftrates and governor, 
fuch as we do not find equalled by any inftances record- 
ed in hiftory, upon a ISmilar occafion, and all evincing 
the fteadinefs, fagacity, courage and ability of Juflin Naf- 
fau? A kind of rivalfhip appeared between him and Spi- 
nola^ which fliould beft fulfil their feveral duties, I'he Spa^ 
nljh general had himfelf carried about the works in a lit- 
ter, he iiifpedled and direded every thing, and difplayed 
the activity of full health, at the time his life was in 
imminent danger from an acute malady. He ordered feve- 
ral breaches in the lines to be repaired, which the Hol- 
landers had made by lap, with a view of introducing fiic- 
cours to the belieged, and drove piles into all the ditches 
and canals through which their boats could pafs. He 
made drains, to clear off the waters of the river Marck^ 
fucceeded in a great meafure, and, by dint of perfevcrance, 
vigilance, and conduct, furmounted the greatefi obfiruc- 
tions. He was now reinforced with a body of 8000 foot, 
and 1500 horfe,pmany of the fick were perfedlly recover- 
ed by his extreme care, and his army again was formi- 
dable, amounting to 25,0/00 infantry, and 8000 cavalry. 
Nor was prince Henry idle, who now fucceeded to the 
title?, and dominions of his brother, and was elefted go- 
vernor of Holland^ Zealandy Guelderlandy Utrecht ^ and Over- 
ryJJem^,H^ prefl'ed France for affiftance, and was joined by 
^-'tiody vK cavalry under thd condudl of the count Foujjli 
and the marquis de Rambures. With this reinforcement, 
and a body of German infantry, he attacked the encmy!s 
lines, and after an obfiinate confliA was repulfed. He 
advanced a fecond time ; but Spinoluy who entertained a 
high opinion of his valour and condu^, did not chufe to 
wait for him in his lines ; he marched ot^t with the 
greater part of his army, feized upon a convenient poft, 
and obliged the prince a fecond time to retire towards 
Boijledut, Finding no profpedt of being able to relieve the 
garrifon, he fent a permiffion to the governor, to Turrender 
on»the beft conditions he could obtain. This plan, which 
was figned with no name, fell into the hands of the be- 
fiegers, and Spinela fent it open, by a trumpet, to JuJlln 
Naffauy offering him an honourable capitulation j but that 
intrepid governor fufpcfiing the letter was tcTged, becaufe 
it was anonymous, replied civilly, that a ptjriiiiffion was 





, ^be fft/lery of the Provinces,’ 

not an order to furrender ; and that he fliould better foIloW 
the prince of Grangers intention, and ihew his refpe^l for 
Spinhla^ hi continuing to defend the city to the laft ex- 
tremity.* ^ * 

By this time the garrifon was diminiflied, by difeafe, fa- 
tigue, want, and hardlbip, tohalfrhe number; but Juf- 
tin put on fuch a countenance, as concealed his fituation 
from Spinola, He frequently fallied out upon Baglioni's 
quarters, where the Italians were perifhing with cold and 
hunger, the whole fubfiftcnce of the befiegers depend- 
ing on the contributions railed in the neighbouring terri- 
tories. This produced a mutiny in the camp, that could 
not be appealed without applying violent remedies, and 
executing within fight of the whole army the chief ring- 
leaders. One of the mutineers blew up Spinola^^ chief 
magazine, valued at 200,000 livres. Urged moreb^ne- 
cellity than companion for the befieged, Spinola fent a 
meflage to the governor, exhorting him not to force him 
to extremities, which might be attended with fatal confe- 
quences to a brave garrifon ; but Juftin^ with equal art and 
diffimulation, anfwered, that Spmoia was certainly ill fer- 
ved by his fpies, as he appeared wholly unacquainted with 
the ftate of aiFairs in Breda, which wiis fully provided 
for a liege of feveral months, ^ and defended by foldiers 
who preferred death to the neceility of furrendering. At 
that time the befieged were not informed of the death of 
the prince of Orange, they flattered themfelves witlj^tbe 
hopes of fpeedy fuccour, and were entirely ignoranfM^i 
prince Henryks late difappointment. They wrote/^othc 
army an ^account of their miferable condition ; alW 
returned an anfwcr, written with his own hand, and ligned 
with his name, appriling them of the death of Maurice, 
the unfuccersful attempts made to raife the liege, and 
throw in fuccours, the great inferiority of his troops in 
point of numbers, the death of. king "James, whereby he 
was aifappointed of a ftrong reinforcement; concluding, 
that he left the city entirely to the diferetion of the gover- 
nor, and other principal officers. The contents of this 
letter llruck JuJiin like a thunder-clap. He had hitherto 
artfully concealed the total want of provifion and ammu- 
nition from the enemy, and his own garrifon, es^cept tL 
few officers, and other perfons in whom he repofed con«- 
fidence. The colopels Hauterive and Morgan would 
liflen to no j^ropofitions, faying, that the honour of their 
feveral countries were concerned, and that they were re- 
fponlible for the conduct of the Engtijh and French forces. 

\ ‘ They 
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They therefore required an exprefs order from the prince • 
of Orange to fiirrender, notwith'ftanding they pined under 
the united preflure of fatigye, fcarcity, and dife^e. juf- 
iln acquainted the prince with their refolution, *ancj tie 
lent back an order to furrendcr, threatening with capital 
puiiilhment w'hoever (liquid difobey ; but he requefted that 
the garrifon would firft acquaint him by a certain num- 
ber^ of fires, lighted up in different parts of the city, 
how many days they Ihould be able to hold out. Upon 
receipt of this order, eleven fires were kindled ; but as the 
prince had ftnt a duplicate of the order by the other nr-icf- 
lengcr, and this fell into the hands of the enemy, S/>/^ 
mla was now acquainted with the defperate circumftances 
of the befieged. By this he likeweife difeovered the myf- 
tcry of th'e eleven fires : a council of war was aflcmblcd 
to deliberate whether they Ihould ftay the eleven days, 
and then oblige the garrifon to furrender at diferetion, or 
immediately offer conditions worthy of fo brave a corps. 

'rhe Spant/h officers were of the former opinion ; the count 
de Berg and Spimla fupported the latter* At laft the 
marquis, determined to purfue the dictates of his noble 
generofity, fent fuch terms as could not be refufed. The 
count de Berg ccIliJiuSed the negotiation. Two feparate 
capitulations were drawn up, one for the garrifon, and the 
other for the city, and both the moft honourable and ad- 
vantageous that could be devifed. Thev were accepted^ 
and garrifon marched out on the 6th of yime^ after 
fv/1 ’?>ng a fiege for ten months, whereby they wero 
diminii*.'',d two- thirds of the number of troops with whichi 
ihty began the fiege ; nor was the lofs inferior on ftic part 
of the inhabitants. Spinala drew up his army to falute^ 
them, and furrounded by his field-officers, paid particu- 
lar compliments to the governor, the colonels Morgan^ 

Hauterive^ and Lohre. He diffributed money among the 
foldiers, ordered the fick and wounded to be treated ^ith 
the utmoff: tendernefs, conveyed the reft in the manner 
mod commodious for them to Geriruydenburghj and dif- 
played all the fciitiments of a hero in the regard paid to 
the valour and merit of his enemies. In honour to the Sreday^r- 
memory of prince Maurice, he refigned the G>'«mmand af- fe„^rs 
ter tliis {n.?morab!e fiege, fufficiently contented with hav- and^\* 
ing fet bounds to the conquefls of that great general, upon nola 
whom fortune Teemed to frown for the two lad years of his j/7g»u 
life 

^ Lb Clerc, tofli. it UvvttLB, tom; i. paffim. La vie 
de Prince Maurice, p. ^6* Vae de Prince Henry, 410. p. 22. 
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The furrender of Breda was matter of the highefl ia- 
tisf,i<5lion to the courts of Madrid and Brujfels^ rejoicings 
were m^de ail over the Spanijih Nether lands ^ and the arch- 
duchcfs, with her whole court, fet out for the new con- 
queft, into which (he made her public entrance. She con- 
firmed the privileges granted by® Spincla to the inhabi- 
tants; and appointing Balanfon^ furnamed Timber Leg, be- 
caufe he had loft that limb at the fiege of Ojicnd^ governor, 
file returned to BruJ/ek. Such a profufion of civilities 
•'were poured out on the inhabitants of Breda by Spinoia^ 
that the ftates general began to be alarmed at his conduft, 
fufpedting he meant by his kindnefs to feduce other 
towns from their allegiance; but Spimla was aftuated 
merely by motives of generofity. He admired and re- 
warded their conftancy and fidelity, and fimply followed 
the impulfe of humanity, without a view to policy. How- J 
ever the ftates prohibited their fubje<fts from all inter- . 
courfe and commerce with Breda^ which obliged the arch- 
duchefs to renew former edidts, whereby all the Spanijh 
Netherlands were ftridlly enjoined to maintain no corre- 
fpondence, commerce, or connedlion with the United Pro* 
vinces. The prefent edidl differed only in one circum- 
ftance. In all former ordonances, the Dutch were termed 
rebels and traitors; here they were fimply called ene- 
mies. ’ 

With this fiege ended the campaign in the Nether^ 
lands. The year was no lefs fuccefsful in naval tl'infac- 
tions, than in military operations by land. Here 
were qiore fuccefsful. After the affair of LfW, admjal 
Hermit purfued his courfe to'thecoaft of with in^ 

• tention to amufe the enemy, to perfuadc them that he had 
dropt all further defigns on Peruy and likewife to cruize 
for the plate-fleet, which he expedled would fet fail by 
the month of December, Being difappointed in this laft 
projedt hf the falfe information of a Spanijh pilot, he return- 
ed to Callaoj manned eighteen boats, entered the harbour, 
burned nineteen Caracca ftiips, a great number of frigates, 
and was on the point of taking a galleon, valued at two 
millions of pieces of eight, when he was difeovered by the 
li^ht of the^re from the &ips. Above an hundred pieces 
of cannon were pointed againft him, and plied svitn fuch 
fury that he was forced to retreat. A fecond attempt 
was made next day ; but the ftrong reinforcement fent by 
the governor of Lima rendered it fruitlefs ; and Hermit di- 
redied his courfe to Guayaquil^ the moft commodious har-* 
hour in Peru •, where an immenfe treaiire is always lodged, 
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ready to be fhipped on board the galleons. Here he em- 
barked his troop®, defeated the Spanish army, took.the 
town, and feized the treafuK ; but, on his departinr^ unfor-^ 
tunately fet fire to the place, which fo incenfed the inhabi- 
tants, that, in defpair, they took arms, purfued the admi- 
ral, killed 500 of his m'ftn, and obliged him to retreat with 
precipitation, the lofs of his nephew, and great part of 
hisi^ooty. Determined, if pofSble, to revenge this difgrace. 
Hermit returned a third tifne to Callaoy and planned I'uch a 
feheme as muft have inevitably deftroyed the great galleon, 
w’hich lay, like a floating cafthr, in the harbour ; but his 
projedf was betrayed to the viceroy, by two Greeksy who 
deferted to the enemy. Thus difappointed of the main 
objetSt of his purfuit, though upon the whole extremely 
faccefsful, the brave admiral fell into a fit of melancholy, 
rnd died with chagrin ; i!pbn which the command devol- 
ved on his vice-admiral John HitgueSy who contented him- 
fclF with cruifing for the plate-ftiips, between Lima and 
Pmimmy in which he proved extremely fortunate. 

Matters went more untowardly in Brafd^ where the 
Dutch fleet had been lately fo fuccefsful. The reduftion of 
St. Salvador was e^eemed in Holland the molt important ac- 
c^uifition made during the wax, as it paved the way to the 
conqueft of all Brajil ; but tis the Spaniards placed an equal 
valTie upon this town, they omitted nothing that could re- 
ellablifti them in the poflelfion. At the very time when ad- 
I'l^tllekens returned to Europey imagining he had fully 
proviJ.?d for the fecurity of St. Salvador y by leaving a ftrong 
jrarrifon "‘f 2000 men, fix men of war, feveral frigs^es, and 
great ftore of provifion and ammunition ; the Spaniards were 
equipping a fquadron of 56 fail, Frederic deToledoy to. 

drive the Hollanders out of Brajil, This fleet, manned with 
12,000 foldiers and mariners, arrived before the town abou£ 
the clofe of the year, and laid fiege in form ; Toledoy de- 
barking with the land-forccsr, while Juan Faxario waf left 
with the fleet to block up the harbour. The garrifon made 
feveral brifk fallies to obftru£t his approaches, but Toleda 
fuftained them with vigour, watched every motion and op- 
portunity diligently, plied bis cannon with great fpirit and 
abili^; and at laft eflFeAed a breach, juft as had 
deftrove# feveral (hips, and reduced the marine to fuch 
diftre(s, thatthe Tailors mutinied. In tbefe circurhftances 
Dort died of a fever, contta£led from the exceifive fatigue 
of the fiege, and the heat of the climate. This cncreafcd 
the difordcr in the fleet and the army.^. The Dutch Tailors 
inarched in a body to lay fie« to the new governor, becaufe 

..s Or he 
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refiircd to fiirrender ; v/hich obliged him to capitiil ite,' and 
march out of the town, without being allowed the honours 
of war^Vor Toledo had no idea of difplaying the gallantry of 
Spinola, Tne garrifon were tranfported to loaded 
with infamy, and the execrations ^f their countrymen, for 
having, by their own mifcondudl:, occafioned the mifearriage 
of the mail confidcrablc enterprife formed by the TVeft India 
company. All the foldicrs and mariners were difiniired^the 
fervice, and wliipped out of the army ; feveral of the offi- 
cers were cafhicre J, rendered incapable of fcrvice, and fuf- 
ftred to live in clilgnicc and obfeurity 5 and the new governor 
alone was promoted, for the pcrfcvcrance and Iteadinels 
with which he adhered to his duty, under fuch embarraffing 
circumftances ; but his na ne is not recorded h 
t'fiii.ys Meantime the ftates concluded a treaty with the French 
king, whereby they agreed to affift him with a fleet to op- 
prels his proteflant fuhjedls, and Mock up the fca-ports held 
ir. I'.cnch [)y file Hugonofs, 'Fhe prince de Sonhize^ and his brother 
frotrjiants |)>e duke of remonflrated to them on the iniqliity of 

afllfling a tyrant to opprels fubjccls of the fame religion pro- 
fclicd in the United Provinces^ whofe foie crime was, that 
they would not fign articles againfl: thei*’ confciencc, and 
proF'is a mode of faith, which they deemed litile better 
than idolatrous. The cities of Rohan^ the towuis of Mon~ 
tazibarty Caff res j and a variety of other places, font deputies 
to Hollazidy exhorting the ftates not to enter upon a meafure 
fo inconfiftent with confcieiicc, honour, charity, and every 
principle of humanity 5 they protefted they would ufe*thcir 
ijtmoft i^ndeavours to accommodate matters, and only 
quefted that the ftates would refrain from hoftilitics, until 
the ifluc of the negotiations now on foot was decided. The 
catholic writers accufc the proteftanis of tergiverfation ; 
they all edge, that the prince de Scubize^ while the treaty 
\vas depending, and after the ftates general had con Tented 
to dfefer hoftilities, fet fail to attack the combined fleet of 
Frayice and Holland, According to them, he puftied thro* 
the French \\r\c<i and attacked the Dutch admiral in the rear 5 
who, after defending himfelf with great valour, had the mif- 
fortune to be blown iip^. ^'be truth is, the ftates general 
were determined to gain the Fz’ench king to their intereft, by 
the moft diflionourable conceffions. He had confented to 
augment his army in the Netherlands ; and they, in return, 
ftipulated to employ their fleet againft the Hugonots, They 
promifed the proteftant deputies every thing they required, 

- m Nuville, tom.ii. p. 18. 
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and had, at the fame time, tlirpatched fecrct orders to their 
admiral to join the ficur de Maniy^ the king’s admiral it 
was this juncl:ion, and certain motions made by the crni- 
bined fleet, that alarmed^ the prince dc Soubize^^ind occa- 
fioncd the breach of armiftice of which he is acculcd. 'I’he 
Hates laboured to vindicate themfclves, by throwing the 
blame on the RclIjcILt^; but time has not been able to walh 
out this ftain on the reputation of a proteflant republic, then 
waging a bloody war on account of religion. 

Nor did this difgraceful treaty end in the fingle misfor- j) 
tune of a defeat. It was always difliked by the populace in * 

Holland^ who generally pufli their notions cf religion, ho- 
nour, and friendfliip, to a greater degree ef enthufiarm 
than their fuperiors. The clergy in general, too, favoured 
the Hugonots, Some divines were fo bold as to declaim 
from the pulpit againfl: the late treaty with France, In par- 
ticular, the minilier of the French church at Amjlerdam dif- 
tinguilhcd his zeal, and fo animated the people, that thev 
j'an in a tumultuous manner from church to the houlc of 
the admiral, which they pillaged and deftroyed. 

They next p /irited their refentment againft the friends of 
admiral Bruck^ a commander in the late engagement ; many 
of whom they infulted and beat in the flreets. Thefe dil- 
orders were not ftppofed by the ftates, who were therefore 
fulpedled by the French of, conniving at them ; thoin^h, in 
fai^t, they were prevented from exerting their authority, 
from an apprehenhon of a general infurredlion, 

• T^ie lols of Bjcda, and the powerful army maintained 
by ^he Spaniards in the Netherlands^ rcnd( red it nccellary to 
diyide their forces, and fupport Mcmfveldt^ notwithflanding 
he proved fo troublefome and expenfive an ally. I^rceiving 
that his forces were daily decreafing by numerous defertion, 
the ftates fent commillioners to Emmcric to review the re- 
maining troops. They were found to amount to 5000 foot 
and 1200 irregular horfe, which were to be augmented to a 
corps of 8000 Itrong, to act, in C'Uijiindlion with the yoops 
of Denmark,^ againlt the imperial army in Loiver Saxony, Manf- 
•While Manfveldt was employed in making levies, the bi- veldt’s 
fhop of Halberjiadty wnih a detachment of four troops of incurfons^ 
horfe and 600 muflccteers, made a feint motion towards 
Brabant^ and, wheeling fuddenly round, furprifed the town 
of Ordi^guen^ which he facked and pillaged. Soon after 
Manfveldt^ having completed his corps, and received a rein- 
forcement of 2000 Hollanders^ traverfed IVefphaliay ravaged 

A Vid. Remoilft. de duedu Rohan, 
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the bifliopric of Ojitaburg, arwf defolated the territories of the 
duke of Lunenburgh^ becaufe that prince had deeJined acceding 
to the league formed by the princes of Lower Saxony. After- 
warJsjin^onjunQionwith/fo/i^y/t?^/, he cut in pieces a de- 
tachment of 500 Cnoats. From this time, to the eve of the 
fuccceding year, Manjveldt a£ted feparate from the Dutch 
forces. He found means, howeyei^ by the remittances of 
the dates, to augment his army to 12,000 men, with a train 
of 30 pieces of cannon ; with which torce he penetrated in- 
to Uj)per Saxony^ took Z^rb/t hy efcalade, and put the garri- 
fon to the^fword. He then fpread terror to the very heart 
of Si/e^n ; but his infantry being cut in pieces by IVailcJiein^ 
in an adlion near the bridge of DeJJau.^ he marched with his 
cavalry to the marche of Brandenhurgh^ where he began to 
recruit his army. All this while the bilhop of Halherftadt 
was making a powerful divctfion on the IVefcr^ and hai raf- 
fing count TiUy^ the Bavarian gencral^s army, that great ge- 
nera! being himfelf confined by ficknefs. The bifhop pro- 
fited by the opportunitjff; he hovered continually on the fleirts 
of the impel ial army, deltroycd their forage, cutoff their 
convoys, ikirmiflied with their detachments, and proved a 
very troublefomc enemy ; when he was feized with an .ar- 
dent fevef, of which he died at JVQlfe?nbiiit!>>^ to the exc?f- 
fwc joy of all the inhabitants of the furrounding countries, 
who regarded the prelate as the Scourge of the catholic reli- 
gion, and a very Anti-Chrid. • 

The dates y/ere forced to aft defenfively during: this 
whole year, which produced nothing memorable. \The 
civil divifions whicji again appeared in the provinceP,#^©b- 
liged them to rely chiefly on the vigour of their partizan al- 
lies. ^fotwithdanding the people already taded the 
of prince Henry s gentle, moderate, and prudent govern- 
ment, the ^rminian party, animated by the death of Maurice^ 
formed a defign of revenging thejr late fiifferings j and by 
the exhortations of their baniflied brethren, bega^ again 
to re^dve, end ihew their implacable hatred to the houfe of 
Orange. The more moderate among therp, hovyever^ en- 
deavoured to prevail on the party to try the edefts of more* 
jgcntlc meafures, by foothing the prince, and requeding that 
they might experience that Favour which they had reafbn to 
expeft from his repeated intimations. Henry.^ out of refpeft 
to his brother’s memory, and from an apprehenfionof •dif- 
obliging tl% dates, paid little regard to their remondrances: 
fee contented himiclf with general tedimonies of edeem for 
Hi^go Grotiusj then at Parisy and with relcafing from confine-^ 
pent Hoogeifbert^ penfioncry of Leyden. It is even'fuppofcd that 

'• bQ 



or. RepubKi ^/Holland. 

he connived at the frefh perfecution commenced \n A?}iflerdam 
and Leyden againfl; this unhappy party. Here fome pcribns 
of coniidcration in the government propofed, wholly tc^fup- 
prefs Arminianifm, and bt prohibiting even the p»iyate ex- 
ercife of the worfhip profefled by the left, and obliging them 
lo fubferibe to certain^artides drawn up by the national 
church, at one blow to crulh a faftion which had cauf d fo 
much trouble to the republic®. '^I^hefe meafurcs were 
puftied with violence ; they were oppofed by all men of ua- 
derftanding, as equally unjuft and impglitic ; yet poffibly the 
debate might have given birth to a civil war, had not the 
general attention been feafonably diverted by a more impor- 
tant objeft. 

The great preparations of the Spaniards rendered it ne- 
celTary, that the ftates fliould aft with the utinoft vigour and 
unanimity. The departure of Spinola from the Netherlands 
gave the prince of Orange great hopes he Ihould be able 
to retrieve the lofles of the laft campaign. He laboured di- 
ligently put the army on the belt footing, and had ac- 
tually formed a corps of 16,000 foot and 4000 cavalry, 
which he commanded in perfonj together with another body 
of forces under the conduft of count Erneft Cajimir^ of 12,000 
foldiers. With Jliis forefe the count tnvclied OldenzeeU which 
he reduced in the fpace of eight days, tho^ defended by the 
fjmous MoncU<i a native* of Franche Comte^ in whom the 
archduchefs had the utmoft confidence, as he was the par- 
ticuj^r favourite of Spinola, On his fide, the prince of 
Orange encamped near Cronenhtergh^ made a motion as if he 
prop fed laying* fiege to IVeJfely and erefted a fort near 
JJfelhurgh^ to obltruft the works carried on by iht^paniardsy 
to cut a canal from Rhimherg to Venlo. His great defign 
was, to reduce fort Rieldrecht^ on the frontiers of Flanders 5 
for which purpofe, leaving the main army under the direc- 
tion of count Siiruntj he embaiked a confiderable detach- 
ment in 400 boats, collefted on the Faal, and fet out on 
the enterprile, which was fruftrated by the ilfallowtiefs of 
the river, in coqfequence of a great drought. This expe-r 
dition was fucceeded by another againft Linghen, in 
phalia^ which Iikewife proved unfortunate. He now pre- 
pared to oppofe with his whole army, the attempt to open 
a^palTage between the Meufe zni iYie Rhine* During his 
;;ibfenCe, however, Stirum was attacked, defeated, and taken 
prifoner, by the count de Bergj who with an army covered 
the works. The conflift was bloody, and the chief advan- 
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ta(>e the enemy could boaft was, that they made the Dutch 
general prifoner ; and retired from the Dutch camp without 
bcinp; purfucd, with about four pieces of cannon. So un- 
cxpeCiecl'C blow could not fail of dilconcerfing the prince’s 
mcafureci \ it likewife encouraged the Spaniards to form an- 
other project, little lets important tljan the furprifing count 
Slirunds camp. Spinofa^ who had not yet quitted the Ne^ 
therlayids^ advifed an attempt upon Sluys. Count Horn^ with 
a choice body of troops. Was detached upon this bulincrs, 
with ordcis to icize upon the harbour, the fate of which 
muft determine that of the tov/n ; as cutting oft all com^ 
inunication would cfFecrually reduce the garrilon to the ne- 
ceffity of furrcndciing ; but the \igilance of the centinels 
difconccrted the whole fcheme, jiifl: on the point of execu- 
tion. T'he foldier, firing his piece on the approach of the 
Spaniards^ alarmed the garriion ; all flew to the ramparts; 
the count perceived he was difeovereJ ; but, determining to 
pufll his way, he approached quire to the draw-bridge, and 
was there faiuted with fuch a volle y of grape-ihot as put his 
party in diforder, and obliged him to ret'^eat with pre- 
cipitation, his lofs amounting to four hundred men, killed 
on the fpot. 

At this time Splnola was at Dunllrh^ wrjting the iflue of 
the attempt on Sluys. He was greatly mor:;ficd to find it 
had mifearried, and fpoke with reibntmcnt of the rafhncfs of 
the count in expofing his men to certain death, after he 
was difcovcred. This made him advile the Spaniard^^^ to 
moderate their joy on account of the prince of 0ra?7i{e's late 
difappointments, which had mifearried through mere acci- 
dent ; thrir lofles, he faid, arofe from mifcondu£l: ?. It was-^ 
here the court of Spain had ereiSled an admiralty, of which 
Spinoh was prefident. The new college, eager to diftiri- 
guifli its zeal, equipped a fqiiadron, on occafion of the rup- 
ture with England^ attacked the combined fleets of England 
and Hcllandy deftroyed four (hips of war, and carried a 
great ftumb^r of prizes into Dunkirk ; but the Dutch foon re- 
paired the Jofs and difgracc, by the defeat and capture of 
the large galleons, fitted out as men of war ; and feveral ad- 
vantages obtained over count Philip de Manfveldt. 

The more efFedtually to flop the courfes of the Dun- 
hirkers^ the ftates provided a fleet of fifty cruifers in Hclhmd 
and Zealandy to which Zm/riXIlI. joined feven large men 
pf war, the fined: ever built in F'^ance. Spmola endeavoured 

provide for the fccurity of all the ports which he feaied 
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miaht be infulted ; and carefully concealing from the prince 
ol Orange the fcarcity of raoney, made fuch eftorfs as greatly 
exceeded expectation, and encreafed tiic reputation al- 
icady acquired for activity and add refs in the mift difficult 
conjunctures. The troops which he ordered to file to the 
frontiers of the provinces, alarmed the ftates general for 
Bergen-op’Zoom^ Grave^ and Fluflnng^ into which they put 
ftroiig garrifons, fupplying them with abundance of provi- 
flbn and military ftorcs. 

As foon as the rigour of the fcafon would permit, the 
prince of Orange advanced with his army between Nhneguen A. D, 
and J^rnhehn, This obliged the Spaniards to recall the 1627. 
prince of Iffemhurgh^ after he had been detached with 2000 
\n^n to ]Qm count 7 illy ^ \n Lower Saxony^ againft the forces 
of Denmark and the circle.. It was fuppofed the prince 
would undertake the ficge of We[fel\ to prevent which the 
count de Berg approached to Guddres, Henry^ however, 
either had no defign upon Weffd^ or he dropped it, in order Prince 
to inveft Groll^ a town the moft conveniently fituated for Henrv 
the fibtaining a clear, undifputable frontier. Succefs in the reduas 
enterprife would likewife deprive the Spaniards of a place 
extremely conveniently fituated for laying the adjacent ter- 
ritories of Omryfj'd^ Drent^ Twenty Groningen^ and Frifelandy 
under contribution. Thirty ycais before GroH had been 
^educed by prince Mavdrice \ was retaken by Spinohi ten 
years after; and now was bcfieged by prince llcnry^ with an 
arnjy compofed of j68 companies of infantry, 55 troops of 
cavalry, and a fine train of artillery. All the pafi'es were 
immediately blocked up, and the trenches were formed 
with the utmoft vigour. The garrifon confdlqji only of 
1200 men; but it was augmented by a number of the inha- 
bitants, who formed themfelvcs into companies, and per- 
formed excellent fcrvice. Old Dulken^ a foldicr of great 
valour and experience, wa« governor ; hut age and infirrr.itv 
confininrt him to his chamber, he devolved the chief care 
upon Verreiken^ an officer who had already 8iftintfuifhed 
his capacity. The count de Berg hovered round wi.h his 
army, greatly incommoded the befiegers, and clofi ly w’atch- 
ed every opportunity of fuccouring the gairifon, who 
fliewed they were determined to aft with the utmolf fpiiir, 
b}ha (harp fally made on the quarter of Erneft of NaffaUy 
whichPhe repulfed after an obltinalc conflift, though lup- 
ported only by 15 companies of infantry. The trenches 
were opened on the 20th of fnlj\ the liege continued to 
the 1 8th of Augujt^ when the garrifon, per<.eiving that their 
repeated faliies anfw^red no piirpofe but to weaken tbr?n^ 
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felvCs, and that they could expeft no afliftance from' the 
count Berg^ began to relax in their vigour. A wound 
whicl^ the governor received in the flioulder, the demolition 
of the pM{>|iipal works, the difmoiAiting of almoft all the ar- 
tillery, and the great flrength of prince Henry s lines, 
which were incapable of being forcejj, greatly dilheartcned 
ihcgarrifon. They faw the Englip -joidi ivm A auxiliaries 
pufhing their opeiations to the foot of the wall, and colonel 
Haulirwe ready to fpiing a mine, which would open a V 2 fil 
breach^ this determined them to fend a trumpet to the 
prince, requefling leave to give the count de Berg notice of 
their fituation : tnis being refufed, the brave garrifon re- 
newed holtilities, made a vigorous fally, and filled the 
trenches with carnage. Their attack was exceeding brifk, 
and nothing but the great fiiperiority of the befiegers, and 
the prodigious flrength of prince He7iry's works, could have 
prevented this little garrifon from cutting their way through 
to the army. At lafl thc'y capitulated upon the fame ho- 
nourable conditions that Spinola granted to the city of Breda^ 
Hemy indeed rivalled the humanity of that great commartder, 
and pour.d out civilities on the foldiers and inhabitants. 
Count Sth^um was appointed governor, the old fortifica- 
tions were repaired, and a variety of new Yorks added ^ 
Several entcrp:ifes which the Spaniards formed againft 
Xcaland mifearried ; Groll was reduced, and Berg now ap- 
peared as unfortunate as Maurice and Hewy had been the 
three preceding years. The prince of purfueej. his 

advantages, and by feveral fpirited attaches, and judicious 
operations, diflodged the enemy from all the polls they had 
to fecuiejHic navigation of the Scheldt He likewife harrafl'ed 
them in WeftphaUaj in Brabant ^ and on the IVeJJ'cL But in 
the midft of thefe fuccelTes a rupture with England was 
apprehended. The Englijhy on accoupt of the depredations 
of the Dutch in the Eaft Indies y had detained three Dutch 
hidiamen^ which had put in by ftrefs of weather into Port/- 
mouths To demand reflitution, the Dates fent an ambailador 
to the court of Louden ; and, to give weight to their nego- 
tiations, ordered a ftrong fleet to be fpeedily equipped, un- 
der the conduct: of admiral OrbeL This produced the 
cfFeft; a promife was given of making immediate refti- 
tutlon i and a plan projedled for uniting the two nations Jby 
a more clofe and intimate connedlion. T^e intentibn was 
to fecure themfelves againft the depredations of the Dun- 
kirkers^ who incredibly annoyed the commerce of the Chan-' 
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el. The allies agreed to fit nut a jojlnt fleet gf an hundred 
ciuifers ; but the tenible ftorms that came on in the month 
of Oclsher^ and continued for (cveral weeks, prevented the 
fleet from putting to fea, damaged them in the harbours, 
and diflipated the whole, ffheme, fiom which fo«i|uch was 
expected. The French king laboured to diflblve this union 
between the crown of ffngland and the United Provinces^ for 
he was then bufled in reducing his proteflant fubjeds, pow*- 
erfully aflifled by Great Britain. The moft expeditious me- 
thod of efFeAing his purpofe was, to renew the treaty 
whereby the ftates engaged not to unite themfelves with the 
enemies of prance ; nor was it difficult to procure this 
point, as the Dutch had now effeSually anfwered the inten- 
tion of uniting with England^ having had reflitution made 
of the paft Indiamen^ and relinquiflied the projedl again ft 
the Dunkirkers. The king,readiiy allowed that the ftates 
fhouJd not commit hoftilities againft the EngliJhj notwith- 
ftanding they were his enemies ; and they, in return, en- 
gaged not to afford them any affiffance, and even to refrain 
from fuppiying the protettants of France with military 
ftores. boon after, however, the ftates general, finding that 
their being reftriiled to conclude no peace, truce, or alli- 
ance, without the concurrence of Lewis j was injurious to 
thtir fovcreigntyii fent an embafly to procure an extend ve 
and more honourable' conftrudiion of that article of the 
treaty; which, after fomeMifficulty, was granted. 

W iiiL£ Spinola remained at Dunkirk^ he continued to di- 
operations in the Netherlands. Already the Dutch 
had found the happy effefts of his not executing his fchemes 
in perfon ; and now they entertained the mort fanguine 
hope of a fortunate ifliie to the war, as that cclelyatcd offi- 
cer was recalled to Spain^ and his authority diftributed 
among a variety of perfons, all unequal to him in point of 
genius and application. The government, and civil affairs, 
were entrufted to the cardinal de Cueva and don Carlos Co-» 



lonna ; the count 4 ^ Berg had the command of the army. 

But while the ftates were felicitating themfiJIves ^n the CovntTW^ 
prorpe<a this change prefented, they were alarmed by diftur- ly ^d- 
banccs froFn another quarter, and the approach of count 
Tilly to Eaji Frifelandy OUenhurgh^ and the bifliopric 
Munjier. Senfible of the inconveniencies that would refult-'^^^'^^'^ 
fram the vicinity of fo troublefome an enemy, the ftates di- 
reftedT that the chief pofts on the frontiers fhould be well ^ 
fecured. To ward ofF the impending blow with greater 
certainty, a new army, of 12,000 foot and 5000 horfe, was 
raifed^ with which count was fent to oppofethccountof 
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Jlnhalt^ lieutenant-general of* the imperial army, and com*^ 
mander in chief of the troops of Cohgne\ but all this dili- 
gence and vigour could not prevent the enemy from gaining 
fonu confiderable advantages. The young count of Eaft 
Frifelmivl} In order to pay his court to the emperor, found 
means to introduce an imperial garrifin into Sbikufen^ and 
fomc other places, where the ftatej Ivtd formed confider- 
able magazines. This fiiccefs elated Anhalt to fuch a pitch, 
that he fummoned all the towns of IVeft Ftifiland to fubmit ; 
he Icvif'd contributions in Groningen^ and exhorted file 
people to receive the impeiial army ; he made an attempt to 
fuiprife Emhden^ in which the flates kept a f garrilon, 
but was difappoinred. Still more to alarm the flaics, Tilly 
marched another body of troops towards ly,>f^phalta^ aovl t'ne 
duchies of jB^n^ and yuliers. The count deBerg availed himfclf 
of this favourable conjun£lure, and threw in a itrong reinforce- 
ment into Lhighen^ threatened with a fiegc by prince Henry \ 
"I’hs flates imagining that the imperial army had foine 
othei ohjedt than renewin'/ the difputec about the duchies 
of yiilier^ and Cl/vesy oiucr**d a pait the anny to file to- 
wards tuG Rhine^ for the iecuriiy of Rets and Emneru, 
While the count de Berg was employed i/i IRyiphalia^ they 
likcwife made an attempt to furprife Strajlurg built for 
the defence of the new canal at Venlo j lut they met with 
fo warm a reception from the Spanictrdt^ that they retreated 
with precipitation. This ciiterprife, though iinfiicccfsful, 
hurried the return of the count de Berg to GuelderhnuU 
where he applied with diligence to put the canal in iilch^ 
pofture of defence, by redoubts and forts, as would deter the 
enemy from any future attempts. He alfo began two other 
canals towards the extremities of Brabant and Flanders^ in 
order to prevent the incurfions of the Hollanders^ and parti- 
cularly of the garrifon of Bergen-op-zcom^ whofe perpetual 
attacks greatly retarded the fortifications which the urch- 
duchefs was creeling at Saint VUct. But what chiefly in- 
commoded the Spaniards w'as the prefence of the prince of 
Orange^ who continually paflfed from Lillo to Bergcn-cp^ 
%oom^ to cut off the communication betwixt Saint plict 
and Antwerp, With this view Henry conflruc^ccl thiee con- 
fiderable forts beyond i/'/fe, whence he often fet fire to the 
new fortifications, and deftroyed feveral valuable convoys of 
provifion coming by water from Antwerp, • 

The njarU **^®^*^ expeditions and operations the Hohanders 

^us fortune were fuccefsful 5 but fortune Teemed to abandon them in 
of war, Marjland^ where their forces were defeated by the count de 
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Berg ; nor did they fucceed better by fea, the Dunkirk * 
crullers having taken above forty rich prizes fince the com- 
mencement of the feafon* At the thefejofle* were 

aUributcd t» the wretched fituation of the fiiianc?s, which 
prevented the ifitfes from keeping on foot a fuflicient land- 
force, and eqiiippinf^ the neccllary number of cruifers. 

This obliged iiif-rn to make certain exaftions in Juliet's and 
tUcves^ under pretence of procuring payment of a fuin of 
money due to rhcni from the eleftor of Brai^dejihurgb. On 
the other hand, the Spaniards^ who fupported the claim 
of the duke of Nezvhurgh^ opprefled the miferable inhabi- 
tants with heavy contributions, under the name o^ taxes and 
theufiKil revenue, wdiich they had a right to receive, while 
the war was fupported at their expcnce. 7'he people, 
equally opprefTed by their friends and cnem’es, hndrccourfe 
to the emperor’s proteftion ; and the court of Vienna was 
delighted with this fair opportunity of keeping the whole 
fuccellion in fcqueflrarion, and of ufing CUvei and Juliers 
as their own prc.perty, until one of the claimants fhould be 
rctfuced to cede iiis pretcnfions. Mandates were imme- 
diately publlflied, declaring his imperial majdty’s intention, 
forbidding all hgffilities in the duchies, and requiring all fo- 
reign troops to quit the duchies of Chves^ Jiilters^ and Berg^ 
with all their dependcnciw. This dcclaraiioii was followed 
8y inftrudions to count Tilly to advance with his army to 
fupi^rt the emperor’s intention. The firft ad of imperial Fnfi 
^utiiority exerted, was the banifhing the Dutch proteftantyirtv/ffj 
minifters out of Dortmonde^ and reftoring the catholic reli- abont 
gion. The fame w^as done in all the other places poflefled Cleves 
by the ftates, in truft for the eledor Brandenhufgh^ where Ju- 
the imperidlifls found themfelves fuperior in power. RavenJ'^ 
berg alone held out againft the imperial commiflTarics, and 
protefted againft their authority, the magiftrates declaring 
they would ftand the confeqiiences of a fiege rather than 
fiibmir. 7/74', perceiving their refolution, retired >yithout 
attempting any thing againft a little place which had fhewn 
fo obftinate an attachment to liberty. Emmeric and Rees 
were fummoned, Tilly threatening them with all the horrors 
of war unlefs the catholic religion was immediately reftored ; 
bjjt the garrifon fet him at defiance, and laughed at his 
menaces, perceiving that the prince of Orange and S//- 
rum were both ready to fuccour them on the firft motion 
of the imperial ifts. To fhew the equity of their proceed- 
ings, the commiflaries did not exempt the places in poiTefiion 
of the Spaniards from their vifitatians. Wherever there 
were proteftant magiftratec they were depofed, without re- 
\ card 
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, gard to the capitulation with Spinola \ the catholic fchools 
and preachers were reftored ; and theutmoft violences com- 
mittee in IVeJfd before the people could be brought to fub- 
milnon. <'Vhe duke of Newburgh lent his authority to thofe 
meafures ; but he perceived they were pufhed too far, and 
that the people were more oppreffed by thelimpeiialifts than 
they before were by the HoUauders and Brandenburghers. He 
complained to the court of Vienna^ but obtained no 
fadtion ; and proteilants and.papifts were left to bleed under 
the fcourge of the moft cruel tyranny. 

A. D. The eledlor of Brandenburgh equally fufpefled thedefifjns 
1628. of the court of Vienna^ and refciited her proceedings. To 
prevent therefore the troublefome and dangerous confe- 
quences of a fequeftration in the hands of an ambitious 
grafping power, the competitors entered into a provifional 
agreement for twenty-one years ; whereby they ftipuLited 
jointly to oppofe all who, under the ma(k of friendfhip, vio- 
lated their rights ; and to ftand by the partition that was 
made at the laft negotiation. But, fenfible that they qould 
not force the Dut^ and Spantjh garrifons out of the towns 
they poUeffed, ambafladors were fent by both princes to 
Brujfels and the Hagne^ requefting that the archduchefs and 
the Ihtes would withdraw their troops, w^iich would cut 
off all fliadow of cxcufe from th^ emperor for continuing 
his opprefiions. I'hc ftates and the archducheYs had too 
long tailed the fweets of thofe pofTeflions, to renounce them 
merely from a principle of equity ; they therefore retuXied 
equivocal anfwers, and thus, a fecond time, fruflrated the 
effc£ls of a treaty between the candidates, and deprived the 
inhabitants of the felicity they had reafon to exped: from fo 
reafonable a partition ^ 

Sc^jernl ‘WHILE this affair was in agitation, the governors of 
Groil^ Brefordj Rees^ Emmeries and Seejl^ entered la Mark 
iages ch- with a body of troops, to oppofe the joint forces of the 
tainedby cmperor and^thc king of &pain. Having thrown fuccours 
the Dutch into Aavenfperg^ they attempted to Airprife Ham, relying 
gani/ons, upon a corrcfpondence which they maintained with feme of 
the inhabitants $..but a reinforcement expeded UomStirum 
not arriving at the place of rendezvous, the feheme fell to 
the ground, and their friends in the town a prey to the 
enemy, who put them to the torture, and, on their cpnfi?f- 
fion, had them hanged, drawn, and quartered, as traitors. 
The garrifon of Groll had better fortune ; they furprifed 
Rattingen, pillaged the town, and carried off fpme prifon- 
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crs of diftinftion, and confiderable booty. The^arrifon of • 
Grave likcwifc feized upon a large convoy going from 
BruJJih to Maejlruht^ in avhich were rich prcfenjis from the 
archduchefs to the duke of Modena. Several other ^arrli'ons, 
encouraged by j|je example and fuccefs of Groll and Grave^ 
made inroads into xh^^panijh territories, levied heavy con- 
tributions, and returned laden with plunder. A detach- 

3 lent from Emmeric fell into an ambufeade laid by the count 
e Berg, but determined to perilh rather than furrender; 
the foldiers fought with the utmoll fury, and, after an obfii- 
nate confiid);, totally defeated and difperfed the Spaniards. 

The ftates had licenfed thefe depredations ; the fcarcity of 
money obliging them to declare all the plunder the legal 
property of the captors ; yet they could not avoid giving 
ear to the duke of Modena^s ‘complaints for the lofs of his 
valuable prefents. It was ordered that all which belonged 
to the duke fliould be reftored ; and to gratify the garrifon, 
the fum of 27,000 florins was given them, as an equi- 
valent. 

Meantime the new admiralty at Dunkirk, llricfly ob- 
ferving the direftions given by Spinola, became every day 
more formidable to Holland. The harbour was filled with 
rich prizes, anePevery day produced bankruptcies in Amjter^ 
dam. Their lofles drove «the DuiAj merchants and feamen 
tb defpair ; \vhich made them enter into a league never to 
ftril^, but, if they found themfelves overpowered, to blow 
up their veflels. To oppofe the defeents of the Dunkirkers, 
the ftates ordered all the coafts of Zealand and Holland to 
be carefully defended, for. which purpofe the boors were 
armed. Four thoufand Teamen were taken into flic fervice, 
and all the natives of the provinces prohibited, under fevere 
penalties, to enter into foreign fleets. A Tquadron of thirty Dunkirk 
fliips was equipped, with orders to cruife along the French blocked 
coaft, and block up the harbour, while general Van Dort 
laid fiege to the town of Dunkirk. A divifion ©f agbt fliips 
from this fleet having fallen in with a Tquadron of fix Dun^ 
kirkersy a bloody engagement began ; and, after an obfti- 
nate conflidi, the Hollanders obtained a complete vidtory. 

One Ihip of the enemy was taken, and the reft fo miferably 
jfhatcered, that with the utmoft difficulty they efcapea. 
T^istfuccefs cleared the way for a fleet of rich home- 
Ward-bound Indiameny which otherwife would probably 
have been taken. The fiege of Diinkirhy however, went 
on but flowly ; and it was at laft propofed to block up the 
harbour by a chain of veflfels faced with ftone, and thereby 
made as ftrong as a wall^«biit, on trial, the projedt failed, 

^ and 
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^ and the projector was rewarded with ridicule. The Eaft 
/7/V/V7 company, however, lent their affiftance to the govern- 
iTJcnf, check the prefumptiog of the Dunkirkers ; and 
joined to the fleet already fbtioned before that harlfour, a 
t’cjiiadron of twelve fine men of war, which did not diminifh 
the number of ftiips feiit the following year to JJia\ from 
whence we may judge of the great opulence of tlic com- 
pany at this period. 

I'ni- mcafurcs of the tVeft India company were not lets 
ajj'Mu. vigorous, and they proved more fortunate. "I'hay had 
talcui a great number of rich Spamjh ajid Portuguefe fingle 
merchantmen ; they had deftroyed whole fleets in the poits 
of Corwuia^ and Cadiz and now their admiral, 

Peter jidricii, w ith a fquadion of 12 fliips, fell in with a 
Spanijh fleet in the gulph of Honduras. He attacked the 
enemy W'ith irreliflibi,e impetuofity, drove their fliips upon 
the fand- banks, and, after obliging them to ftrike, took oi;,t 
their valuable cargoes and the prifoners, fet fire to the 
prizes, and arrived fafe with his booty in Ihlland^ tp the 
great joy and emolument of the company. But the inllru- 
ment deftined by providence to remove the great difortitrs 
in the finances, to enable the ftates to profecute the w'ar 
with redoubled vigour, and to raife the IV ft India company 
to a rivalfliip with the company trading to the Eaft Indies^ 
was admiral Peter Heine. This bold and adive officer 
defeated and deftroyed a fleet of SpaniJJ) merch intmen and 
men of war in the bay o^ JU-Saints^ bringing home lb pro- 
digious a cargo of fugar as lelTened the price of that com- 
modity at every market in Europe, Encouraged by this 
fuccefs, Cne company equipped a fquadron of thirty-one 
Ihips, with defign to intercept the plate-fleet. Heine was 
appointed the commander in chief ; nor did his good for- 
tune once defert him through the whole courfeof the expe- 
dition. In the month of May he fet, fail for Mexico.^ defo- 
lating,, aj he went along, the coafts of Spain and PortugaL 
He arrived at the Havannah^ in the ifland of Cuba ; where 
he expelled to fall in with the flota, part of which was . 
7 Ij! Spa- ^tiven off by a fterm to the coaft of Florida^ juft as the fliips 
were ready to put in to the Havannah, As to the flota 
tuhn. from New Spain^ it fell entirely into the hands of the Dutch 
admiral, after a faint rcfiftance, and was valued wojth *15 
millions of livres, in chefts of filvcr and rich merchandife. 
This was the richeft prize ever made by the Hollanders ; the 
admiral therefore thought be could not be too cautious in an 
affair which fo nearly conerrned the republic ; for this 
xeafon be let fail diredtly for Eurfipe^ and arrived in Holland 

j wkb 
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*^ith the lofs only of one prize, arid two of hia own fhips, 
that foundered iri a ftorm, which tofe jult as he had enter- 
ed the chops of the Channel. Heine was received wi^i as 
much honour as the prifices of Orange had after 

^ the moft fignal viftories. Bonefires were kindled in every 
town throughoutjJsWeven provinces, and the people flock- 
ed from all quarters to Usbold him as a prodigy. Nothing 
was to be heard but the ringing of bells, the roar of can- 
nam and the fhouts of the" multitude. Peter Heine was 
publickly entertained by the prince of Orange^ in company 
with the king of Bohemia^ the ele< 3 or palatine, and the ani- 
baflaclors ot crowned heads. He had the honour of knight- 
hood conferred on him; a civic crown, in gold, was wrought 
by the hands of the magiftrates of Amjierdam to adorn his 
temples ; and he was raifed to the dignity of admiral of 
Holland^ in the room of IVilliam of N*>Jpiu^ killed at the 
fiege of Groll^ and with .fuller powers than any of his pre- 
deceflers had ever enjoyed. 

When the whole wealth of the flota was landed, an In- 
finity of perfons of fafliion crouded to fee the curiofity ; 
which proved fatal to the prince palatine, and had almoft 



been fo to the elector, the barge in wh ch they were being 
overfet, and the joung piince drowned. After a minute 
calculation of the value of the cargo, the direeftors of the 
company divided fifty per lent, among the proprietors ; a 
meaiurc that was moft bitterly cenfured by all judicious 
piTfonji^ who wifhed well to the eftabliihment. The 
money would have been better employed, as they thought, 
in eftabliihing fuch a head-colony in America^ as the Eaji 
India cornpapy poflefled at Batavia ; and this was tjie more 
ncceffary, as the fociety was now engaged in a bloody war 
with the Spaniards and Portuguefe, without enjoying a foot, 
of land in the Brajdsy fiiice the lofij of St. Salvador •. 

The public rejoicings, which continued at Amfterdant A. D, 
during the whole month of January^ were at laft interrupt- 1629, 
cd by a tumult that arofe, becaufe certain burghers reftifed Civil 
to obey the magiftrates, w'ho happened to beArminians, The coMmothns 
jSrince of Orange^ who perceived the confequences to the /r/Amlicr- 
llate of keeping up the old faftions, refolved to abolifh all ‘lam- 
party-diftindfion, by fupporting merit indifcriminately in the 
purfiyt of public offices ; it was fuppofed that by his intereft 
the prefiPnc magiftrates had gained their cleftidn. This 
gave great umbrage to the Gomarifts, who refented ta fee a 
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' proferibed fet of men, the old and implacable enemies 
tile; prince's family, now taken into his favour, and placed 
upon an etjualitv with ihofc who had always fupported his 
intercity ^ Tne whole mob of Antfierdafti afl'embicd to efpoufe 
the caulc of the cnizcns who had relufed to obey ihzAnninian 
magillratcs ; and detached a pajiv. of 1200 foldiers 
to quell t;'c tumult, and take the^ief mutlneeis into cuf- . 
tody. At the next afl'embly of the ftates an ordonance 
palled, whereby the people were requiied to obey thema- 
"ill rates, of whatever feft or religion they happened to pro- 
fefs ihemfelves. The moft riotous in the late tumult were 
confined, or muliffed in proportion to the degree of tneir 
guilt ; and this feverity fo irritated tue Gomanfts^ that gre t 
numbers rctiied to Zealand, JVAltam Bogwert, one f r.'.e 
nioft eminent, a perfon who was the tool of tho Gjm.i>ift 
clergy, going out of the city, to execute the fcntcnce of 
exile pafil ‘1 upon him, was met by 6 c 00 people, weeping 
and tearing their hair, all pouring out their bf^ne/uotions, 
and regard ng him as a martyr to religion. On his ap- 
pi -oat lung Jlaerkm^ crouds of people went out to me« 4 t him 
us amnher Sttphen^ and a faint who h d llilTercd for his 
fjith j wiliioLit Jcllc(Slin2 th i no tiuc mode ol rcl gi-.n ran 
be r mtrnry to the d.dfates of nature and moral viitue, 
which enjoin order, and a ftridt legaia to the laws of 
il-ciety. 

'Fins fedition was fcarcely appeafed, when another, of a 
nioic dangerous nature arofe among the lc.jmen v^ ho had 
ferved undci admiral Hane to the W^ft Indies. Thev com- 
pi lined that the coiopany had not only refufed to augment 
their wages, but to admit them to any (hare of the immenfe 
wealth l/muj^ht to the Itate by their courage. Filh d with 
refcntn'cnt at this ufage, they began forcing and pillagi-ig 
the company’s warchoufes, in which all tjie rich merchan- 
tiile was lodged. A party of foldiers was immetiiately fent 
againft them, but this would have proved m ufficient had 
they »aot brjcn gratified with a confiderable fum of money ; 
after the divifion of whi.h they retired quietly, and 
again offered their fervices to the company, to aflift in 
manning the new fquadron equipping for a frefh expedition. 
This fleet was compofed of fixty flout veflels, and deflined 
to reduce Peru^ Mexico^ and the Brafds ; in a word, all that 
was valuable of the Spanijh ani Portuguefe pofTcffions in 
Scuth America. However, the great expences of this arma- 
ment did not prevent the company from advancing a large 
/um to the ftates, to enable them to purfue the war with vi- 
gour, 
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gour, and raife an army with which the prince of Orange • 
Ihould be able to make head againft the enemy ^ 

There could not be a more terrible ftroke to tjc Sfhni- 
ards than the lofs of he flota. Alieady their militeffy opc- 
Vrations were at a ftand for want of money, and the troops 
in every quartei«* 5 t 9 >fe^^ady to mutiny. It was an addi-*'^^^'^' 
tional grievance to fee tn?Smoney, with which they hoped 
to oe mafters of all the Nctberlandsy now employed to their 
cleft u£Iion. The vuft preparations making in HoUandy 
fince the month of Fibruary^ threw the court of Brvjfeh in- 
to defpair. Many lonis, and other perfons of diftindlion 
an: influence, took this opportunity o* txprefling their dif- 
like of the meafures o th. adnj'mftration, and the methods 
in which the war had been c*»ndu<!:ted. They threw the 
whole bUme of the piefciit fnis.oitun s upon the Sp/ mauis, 

, To their jealoufy they attributed Spmola\ lehon-ui n, tl'^o* 
he was the chief bulw.ok of the Hate ; thev ae*'i!i-^d iln in 
of rapacity, prorufion, igtiorain e, and c vjidivre. The 
country, they f iJ, was opprefl'd, dcpopolait il, :|nd en- 
flaved ;* their bad policy excited t})c rufentincnt of toe na- 
tives, me:itcd the conterr.pi of the enemy, and would foon 
produce the 1 fs of the Netherlands. They compla ned that 
all preferments weie beitoweJ on foreigners ; to them was 
committed ihe defence of *the frontiers, and to them ought 
to Ije imputed the lofs of G roily and all the infulrs received 
during the laft campaign ; by which the inhabitants were 
reduced^ to beegary, the c<. untry defolated, and ihe court 
difgraced. The Spaniurdsy they affirmed, refufed to obey 
the prince of Bergy the only perlon of high condition 
among them, v»/ho was capable of condufting an artfiy. It 
was the bufinefs of the prince of Orange to profit by thcle di- 
vifions at the court of Bruffels^ and tne difficulty of putiing ' . 
the troops in motion ; nor did he let flip the opportunity. 

Marching his army towaids the frontiers of Brabanty he 
reviewed his whole force at Nimeguen^ including the tropps 
of France and England ; fent his aitiilery and baggage to the 
Meufey and publickly confeflld his dcfiijn of laying fiege to 
Sotf ^educ. His army amounted to 32,000 men, divided into 
43 battalions, and 3 large b'igaJes, befides a reinforce- 
ment of 6000 men, lent afterwards by the flates, wiih a 
train ^f 60 pieces of cannon. The town was invcftcd in the 
night of^he 30th of April \ though the ]^o\^xoor Anthony Henry /«- 
. SAits could not be perfuaded, till the next morning, that 
the enemy would be fo ra(h as to attack a place of fuch Boifleduc. 

* Idem. ibid. 

yr*a ftrength 





^he Hiftory of the United Provinces, 

ftrength and importance. BoiJIeduc^ called the Maid ^ 
Brabant^ becaiife it had never furrendered, though often 
befeged, was fo regularly fortified as to be deemed impreg- 
nable " was fcarLc acceiliblc «*n account of the dykes and 
marlhcs with which it was furrounded, and required a large 
army completely to inveft ihe vaft of walis, fortified 

with feven ftrong bafiions, defe«^i'ea by an inimcnfe wet 
ditch with canal's and fluices, by means of which the w;-iter 
might be admitted or excluded at pleafiirc, and the wjiole 
country, if neceffary, laid under water. A variety of 
llrong out- works obftrudfed the approach of an enemy ; 
and nothing was wanting, that art or natuic* could give, to 
render this the moft impregnable town in the Netherlands^ 
Prince Hcnfy fix?d his quarters oppofitc to the renter of the 
town, at the village of Vucht^ behind fort Ifabel'a, Under 
him fervtd immediately the French^ and part of the Englijh 
forces. Count ErneJ} Cofimir was pofted to the north-eaft, 
at the village of Hint an ; count William of Najfuu had his 
quarters on the north fide ; the baron Brcdeiode directed the 
liege to the fouth-eaft ; count Solms was fituated* at the 
village of Ingelen, with the ftores of provifion and ammu- 
nition ; w’hilc general P.nfen prefidcd at the operations 
carrying on to the weft ward of BoiJJeduc^'. 

Art Brabant was overwhelmed with confternation, and 
the court of BruJJels in the utmoft perturbation, upon ad- 
vice that prince Henry had begun his approaches. Thertioft 
prelling mefl'ages were difpatched to &pain for moriOv, am- 
munition, and the requifites for putting the troops in mo- 
tion. SchetSy tlio’ labouring under a thoufand dilcouraging 
circumftances, deftitute of officers, and a fufficient garrifon, 
determined to make a vigorous defence ; well knowing the 
importance of his truft. With the prince of Oranges per- 
miffion, he fent away all the women^ children, and others, 
who ferved only to confume piovifions ; and placed his 
whole confidence in a garrifon not exceeding 23CO infantry, 
and' fix troops of cavalry; notwilhfl:an.hng fcveral com- 
panies of burghers had formed thcmielves under his ban- 
ners. He omitied pradtifing nothing which long experience 
had taught him was necefl’ary for his defence, refolviiig to 
maintain the great reputation he acquired by a feries of 
faithful, imporiaiit ferviccs. A feafonable reinforcement of 
800 men, fiom Breda^ flipped in with much addrefj^ oh the 
fifth night <:f the fiege, and greatly animated the ivirrifon 
and governor. The prince laboured to deprive the of all 
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future fuccours, and puflicd his works with the utmoft 
’’vigour, afiifted by the pcafants in the neighbourhood. 
In ten days his camp was fyrrounded by a deep dit^h. wtich 
received the waters of three rivers, whereby the troops 
ywere fupplkd with all manner of provilions with cafe and 
Vecurity. He a great number of forts and 

b^tjries, in order to cut off j;j^e enemy from any commu- 
nication with the river, in which he fucceeded beyond ex- 
p^ftation ; turning tlie waters, intended for the defence of 
the town, to the great inconvenience of the garrifon. For 
fifteen days had the beficged regarded the progrefs of thefe 
works without giving any confiderable annoyance, from an 
apprehenfion of exhaufting their ammunition. Great quan- 
tities of powder hud been damaged by the influx of the 
. waters into the town ; fo that the flrft Tallies were maBe 
fwoid-in-hand, without the ufe of firelocks. The governor, 
to prevent the foldiers from being difpirited, pretended that 
this was matter of choice, carefully concealing his great 
want of ammunition ; and the troops, glad of an opportu- 
nity of flievving iheir valour, always behaved with the ut- 
moft gallantly (A). The batteries and trenches being 
finifhed, prince Henry played with fury againft the forts 
Ij'aheila and yhionia. ^ The marefhal ChatiUon^ at the 
head of the French^ drove th^jC from their out- works, 

ontihe firft day of June^ and purfued them quite to the 
gates of the town. Another body of French j commanded 
hy.Hauierive^ lodged thcmfelvcs in the counterfearp of fort 
Jfdbellti^ and were attacking the horn-work. The vif- 
count Turenne^ who was nephew to the prince of Orange^ 
ferved at this fiege, commanded a company of ftot, and 
fignalifed himfelf in fo extraordinary a manner as at- 
irafted the attention of the whole army. In every det-" 
perace attack, in every difficult fituation, there the young 
warrior prefented himfelf, with all the calmnefs of a 
philofophcr. To him it was owing that another corps of 
600 men, from Breda, had not entered BoiJleduc\ with a 
^larty of 300 men he totally defeated the enemy, and conti- 

(A) We are credibly inform- attended with Angular fuccefs. 
ed that the gallant marflial When the fword or bayonet 
Keii^ made ufe of the fame ftra- are ufed, the foldier naturally 
tagem, conceal his want of imagines he has a better oppor- 
ammunition, in that unfortu- tunity of diflinguilhing his ad- 
nate adlion in which he was drefs and courage, than when 
ilain, in the fervice of his Fruf^ the whole depends upon level- 
fan majefty ; and that it was ling a mulket. 

' T 3 auei 
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ruP'.l tl»e purfuit, notwithdanding two painful wounds he / 
h;ul n rt lvccl. 'J'ne Fre/ich and En^lijh were rivals on thisf^ 
oit»rK»n; the officers, and even tne private men, being ^ 
animattcf‘ with a cUTire p rtiAlarly diftinguifliing them- 
fclves ; yet, :is no breach could be efieded, no other op-, ^ 
portunily olt’ red than when the 

At lafl fatigue, and repeated tallies, had greatly dimi- 
niihed the number of the ga\. iJon, when theii fpirits Were 
fuddenly jt vived, by the approach of count Henry de Btig, 
with an a! my of 2 ^,CCO men. riiC count attacked the 
entrenchnifiits (‘f ih“ behogcKs, and met with 9 warm re- 
ception. in tlin e lin ( -ffive attompts upon the camp he was 
foiled, and diivcn h:\:k with great flaughter ; upon which he 
retired to join MontecucuVi^ who had entered Clevei with an 
a;mv of 14,' 00 foor and 3C00 horfe. Henry found, by in- 
tercepted letters, jhat the defign was to make a confiderablc 
diverfion ; for this reafon he ordered Grave to be put in a 
ftate of defence, and dirc£led the ftates to fecure all the 
pafTes and avenues to tf e provinces. He then pufhed his 
operations with jTo much P’lit, that fort Ifahella iurrefiidered 
on the j8th of july^ and fort Antonio the fuccetding day, 
after the befieged had made two diiperate Tallies, in which 
the trenches were filled with carnage. The garrifon, hav- 
ing done every thing that valour and condudl could efteft, 
retired in good otder to the toWn, and there fecond d fhe 
endeavours of the brave governor. By the furrepder of 
thefe two forts, reduced to heaps of aflics, they \.?ere at 
liberty to approach the town, and to p iiit their cannon 
diie6^1y againft the walls. ScheU^ who wanted men, pow- 
der, an^ provifi n, laboured ti> deftroy his works. The 
inoft vigorous Tallies were made, but to little pu pofe ; the 
•great fuperi uity of the b'^fiegers rrpulfing every attempt^. 
Meantime count Strum was detached with 4000 foot 
and 1200 horfe, to oppofe count Berg^ who was meditating 
an invafion of the provinces. Ife croffed the 7 !]/el without 
refifhincc, tur was vigoro fly attacked in the rear by Stirum^ 
Not long after Stirum was reinforced by 3000 men, from 
the camp before Boijlcduc^ wirh which he ventured to give** 
battle, on the banks of the YjffcU a corps of 10,000 Spa^ 
fiiards^ un 'er the conduct of Dulkens^ late governor of 
GrolL The a£tion was bloody and obftinate, for the fpace 
of ten hours, when, moft of the Dutch officerti being 
wounded, t' e count was obliged to retire with great lofs. He 
had^ however, the precaution to break down the dykes 

Vie de prince Henry, p. 142. 


behind 



or Repuhlic ^cf Holland. 

Jbehind him, by which means he obftruftcd the enemies 
"march into the provinces, overwhelmed with the terror of 
of an invafion. On advice^ of Stirujjis defeat, thej^’inefe of 
Orange quitted the camp with moie than half his anty, and 
iwas foon’i^ined iVveral corps of auxiliaries, troops 
"drawn from the^gantl^g^, and i^ew-Ievied forces ; fo that 
hi.T stripy amounteo to ^,oi^ men, bclidcs the treeps' hd't 
to* cany on the ;iege. 'rhcliieiTiy made excuiTions a!:ooft 
t^he gates of Awjicrdam ; but the/ were foon thrown in^o 
defpondem y by ridu.'iion « iJVc'cl^ whuh wa^ furprifed 
by the governor o' Enmicric^ and the garriCm put to the 
fwor.’, all except th ‘ governor, L'^^Lanncy who was fit at 
liberty, and foon after beheaded at BruJJ'As^ by onler of the 
archduenefs, fur having, by l*.is remiHnefs, occafioned the 
lofs of fo valuable a city. 'Fhe rcdiiClion of IFeJcl^ in 
which the enemy had all their mag:izi e*?, oblijed f ern to 
raife the liege Halt cm ^ abandon Aw.^'p'jrdy evacuate the 
tcrr.tory of Vclaw^ and repaf* the YJJ'A with prccipirafion ; 
joined to the divifions am<^ng the general officers, it ren- 
dered ?rui:l/fs the vull cxpcnce of raifing an army of 30,000 
men, the laft effort of Sixain againll the United Provinces^ 
and enabled pritice Henry to pufli the ficgc of Boijkduc with- 
out iincnuprion. • 

Still th • garrifon of tlys pbice, though cut off from all TV^^Dutch 
hope of relief, continued to make a vigorous defence ; but e^ery 
the bujj^he^^s and cUrgy, tenified with the cffedls of bombs ^hcre 
and nmies, belought the magiftiaies, with tears in their ^uloricus. 
eyes, to avoid being pillaged, by requiring a capitulation. 

Moved with their diltrcfs, the magi/fiates lefoived to grant 
their requeft, fliould the governor remain t^bftiniftc in re- 
fufing honourable conditions. Schets paid little regard to the 
fafety of the town ; his whole aim was to gain reputation,* 
and make fuch a defence as (hould deferve to be ici oifltd 10 
future ages. Though he had powder but for a few 10 nds, 
notwirhftanding his garrifon was quite fpent, fma(.i.j^d, 
and diminifhed to a third of the number, he would have 
Jlood the confcquences of an affault, after fcveral pratSticablc 
breaches had been made, were not the magiftrates refoJute 
to furrender the city. This obliged him to accept the a(!- 
vantageous propofa^s, and the military honours offered 
the I^riiyrc. Accordingly the garrifon marched out, and 
was conduced to Di^ ; and as to the inhabitants, they 
were confirmed in all their privileges, and liberty of con- 
fcience was permitted. Thus ended the fiege of Boijleduc^ 
by which the reputation of prince Hairy was raifed to an 
equality with that of prince Maurice^ and of the firft 
* ^ 4 generals 
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generals of the age. Plis camp was filled with volunteerk 
pf the higheft diftijiftions by whom his perfevcrance, iteadi- 
nefjr, prudence, valour, and conduciA, were publifhcd in ‘ 
every ^sJarter of Europe. Thi conqueft cofi the ftates an | 
immenie fiim of money ; but the advantages fl,>wing frony^ 
it were fo great, as toabforb every^jp^rS^ ’^onffacration. * 
Prince Jienry was no foonj.' ln poflcfiion of Boijkdfu.^ 
than he detached count Cafmir^ with 150 companies 

of foot, and 30 troops of horfe, to oppofe count 
i^ajjau and Dulkens ; who, in conrequence of a reinforce- 
ment from T/V/y, we»*e preparing to make a frcfli iiruption 
into th^ provinces. Ernejl acquitted himfeif wth fuch di- 
ligence, that, having thrown a bridge over the YJfel^ he was 
encamped on the oppofite fide, before the enemy had an 
idea they fhculd meet with any obilrudfion. Reinforcing 
the gartifons of Doejburg and Keppel^ he cut oft the enemy’s 
convoys, and their communication with count Tilly ^ army j 
infonujch, that, to avoid perifhing by famine, toey weie 
forced to refiie precipitately to the bifliopric of Mwijler^ 
and petition Ernejl for a fafe condutSf. Cv loncl Hauierive 
likewife pafl'ed the Rhine with 40 companies of infantry and 
14 troops of dragoons ; and, laying fiege to thr ftrong for- 
trefsof Ringelburgh^ took it by aflault, in the fpace of ten 
hours, putting the garrifon to* the fword. Thence he 
inarched to IfjJelhurgh^ which 'he reduced in four d^ys. 
With (he fame rapidity he fubdued all the towns smd forts 
which, from their fituation, proved extremely trouK’efo;ne 
to the Dutch garrifon in IFefel^ and filled the whole coun- 
try with terror and defolation. The new garrifon of IVefl 
were nt lefs eager to diftinguifli their zeal and valour. 
Dividing themfelves into three corps, one of which re- 
■mained for the defence of the town, they fallicd out in 
queft of plunder and glory. One divifion attacked Rhim^ 
berg^ and was roughly handled by the SpaniJI) garrifon. 
The other was more foitunate. Having attacked Duijburgh 
in the ni^t, it furrcndcred before the morning to the 
Hollanders, All the other places poffeflbd by the Spaniards^^ 
pn the hither fide the Rhine^ and in the duchy of Cleves^ 
foon yielded to the good fortune of this little party. In a 
word, the Spaniards were every where defeated, difpirited, 
defponding ; fince the fieges of Boijleduc and fFefel^ they 
fcarce ventured to hold up their heads, face the eitemy in 
the field, or refufe complying with a fummoris, though fe- 
pured behind walls. It was matter of furprife to fee the 
ftrong fortrefs of RoeBortey defended by a garrifon more 
punieroqs ^hai) the t>efiegers^ furrendcrin^ at diferetion^ 

after 
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S exchanged a few (hot. This could only be ac- ^ 
from the univerfal panic that prevailed *. 

William of Najfau was the foul of thefe fj^irited William 
On advice that the elector of Colo^.% and the ^Naf- 
Munfler and Paderborn^ were taking meafures to fauV 
eniy, them a peremptory order to defift 

from thefe defi^gns, otTO-^^dfe they would oblige him to lay 
their'^territories delolate. i®is menace produced the defired 
^igfFe£t ; they dropped their project, and fufFered the count 
to go on with his expeditions without interruption. He 
reduced Berg^ attacked Solingen^ and carried the place fword- 
in-hand, giving the town up to be pillaged by his foldiers. 

A variety of other places fubmitted to him ; he was weaken- 
ed with leaving garrifons in his conquefts ; but this did not 
prevent his reducing the town of Ongermunde^ the magif- 
t rates of which capitulated. IVilliarrL^ foldiers, infolent 
with fuccefs, and excited by their late plunder to defire 
more, fell a pillaging the town without regard to the ca- 
pitulation ; which fo incenfed the burghers, that they took 
arm?, attacked the Hollanders^ and were on the point of 
driving the conquerors out of the town, when count fVil^ 
arrived with the troops encamped without the walls^ 
and put an endito the combat, by obliging both parties to 
fiibmit to the capitulafion. In confequence of thofe con- 
qiiefts, the whole duchy of yuliers was, in a manner, depo- 
pulated ; the people deferting their habitations in the coun- 
try, ’^nd flocked in crouds to all the fortified cities. Co^ 
hgne^ Munjhr^ Clevcs^ and Berg^ were much in the fame 
fituation. But the Hdlanders publiflied an edict, whereby 
they declared ih ir foie intention was to oblige the Spa^ 

Tiiards to evacuate the fucceflion of Juliers^ and promiling 
the natives all the protecStion in their power. This decla- 
ration reftored, in iome meafure, the peace of the country ; 
thq people returned to their ufual occupations, and were 
not alarmed at the progvefs of the Dutch conquefts, con- 
fidering they could not fuffer by a mere change of Aafters, 
the Spaniards having treated them with great infoJcnce and 
tyranny. 

T o this rapid courfc of good fortune in the Netherlands^ Na^val 
the Dutch added a variety of fuccefles in Jfta and Amertca, affairs* 
Notwithftanding the Baji India company were engaged in * ^ 
a bliody war with the emperor of Java^ during which 
Batavia was twice befieged, their returns were immenfe^. 

* Nv.viLLe, tom. ii. p. 
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This induced them to rival the gcnerofity and public fpiritji^f 
the Weji India company, by making the govern. nent a'^prefent 
of 500,000 pounds weight of falt-oetre. The laft mehtioned 
companJ',\]etermining to purfue tne'r late good forKine, and 
to cffablift a head-fcttlement in South Ametica^ might 

vie with Batavia^ fenl a powerful ihofe feas,. un- 
der the conduil of admiral the comp.iniori and jthe 

friend of / 7 «V/^ in all hisexpedirif ns. In the m > th of February 
he arrived on the co‘a{\ of FiTnnmbuLO^ the larL'eit divriion^f 
BrafiU and detached Fardcnbiii ch with 1 6 men of wa r a nd 3000 
land-forces, to inveft Olinda^ the capital ; but the reiilfance 
made by the c ut-forts obliged the fltet to leuni^c, and deter- 
mined the admiral to attack the city with his whole lirength. 
Vardenhurch retained thf roniinand of the aimy, which was 
immediately debarked in three-diviliou^?, under the cordudf of 
the generals FAt^^ Floncks^ and Steincallefddy v/ho rcpulfcd the 
Portuguefe in tiiree fucceflive attacks they made to obllru6t 
their landing. Holhnders began ihjir approaches to- 

wards the jefuits quarter of tlie city, and foon t ok ^their 
college by aflault, though fliongly forrificl. In confe- 
qtience, Olinda fuirrndercd; nrd ti/C icdutSfion of the ca- 
pital was followed by the fubm’flion of the whoh of 

Fernawhuco^ quite to cape St. Augufthie. <Thc JVtjl India 
company acquired great reputation 'hv this cxptdinoji ; and 
they were a ’ready confulered as in poll’ ljif)n of all llrafiU iW 
general Vardenhurch had in his letters cxiollcd the gr ^ ad- 
vantaojes of the reduct on ot Olinda^ which, he faid, gave 
the Hollanders fuch a footing, that the whole country might 
be reduced at a fmall expence. The public hope was aug- 
mented by the further fuccefles of the armament. Leaving 
a ftrong garrifon in Olinda^ the admiral repafled the line, 
fell upon the town of St. Martha, and pillaged the inhabi- 
tants, Soon after he engaged Frederic de Toledo^ fent with 
a ftrong fquadron and 5000 troops, to the fuccour of the 
Spanijh fettlements ; whom he defeated, after an obftinate 
and exceeding bloody conflief, in which the Spatiijh admiral 
was, for feveral months, fuppofod to have pcrijlhed. His 
ihip being feparated from the reft of the fquadron in 
the engagement, foundered at fea \ and Toledo with a few 
of his crew were faved by a miracle. Such a flow of 
fuccefs encouraged the company to fit out another ^ect, 
which let fail, towards tue clofc of the year, to complete 
their conquefts. 

As foon as the feafon permitted, If'ilUam of Najpm 
newed his expeditions againft the Spaniards., who ftill pof- 
fefled fome confiderable places on the frontiers of the 

/ fucceflion 
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of fullers. He defeated divers parties of the 
* cnefttw took their convoys, and was attended with all the 
good fcrtune of the preceding campaign. Tiie firft ppojecli 
that faiM was one he formed againft DuJJeldorpT 'A party 
of foldi^ was fent in the habits of women, to feize 
upon that itrvw55 irji jhey were difeovered and difappointed. 
■'Next he failed in an atiT fiirprife Mulheim^ garrifoned 

by a body of imperialifts. | he detachment of 5000 men, 
j::<iich he ’had fent upon that bufincfs, was furprifed 
and repulfed by 2000 of the enemy. Indeed aU the count's 
fehemes were fo rchned and ideal, as well as dangerous, 
that to fucceed they required the utmoft good fortune and 
addrefs. They were fo connefted with each other, that 
the failure of one occaHoned a general difappointment ; 
though it proved otherwife in. the prefent cafe, for ItWiani 
was fuccefsful on the oppofite fide of the Rhine^ though all 
his projefts agamft Dijfddorp and Mulheim had been baffled. 
I'he town of Sichtelen^ and a variety of other places held by 
Spanljh or Aujirian garrifons, fubmitted to the Holland.rs^ 
Thefe rapid viftories, and fo long a feries of profpcriiy, 
however, raifed a powerful confederacy againft the count of 
Najpm. All the catholic princes on the frontiers of the 
provinces were ^larmed. They gave out that the Dutch 
wanted to penetrate as fir as Franefort^ and to throw them- 
fqlves into the palatinate* there to revive all the horrors 
of a wr which had for ages defolated that country. It was 
afflrnied their intention was to refto^’e Frederic V, defpoiled 
of his eledorate and dignit.es ; a projeft which the emperor 
thought himfelf particularly mterefted to obftru£t. The 
cle6tor of Cologne and the bifhops of Munjier and Jfaderborny 
thoUjih over-awed hy IFilUam oi NaJfaUy privately folicited 
the emperor to oppofe the ftates of the United Provinces^ 
and protect the catholic religion and the dignity of the em- 
pire, wnich fuffered extremely by permitting a handful of 
reb^ lious heretics to purfue, unmolefted, a courfe of the 
moft cruel tyranny and opprefflon. His imperial ntajefty 
lent a willing ear to the fuggeftions of the catholic princes ; 
and fearing that the count de Hanau would declare for the 
Dutch^ becaufe he refufed admitting an imperial garrifon 
into his city, he ordered all the avenues to be blocked up, 
and Hanau to be in a manner befieged by the imperial 
army.* This obliged the count to admit the emperor's 
troops, who were a few months after driven out by the 
Swedes. 

All this time the Dutch were employed in the entire re- 
duction of the fuccefflon of Juliers, On advice that the 
' • Spaniards 



284 


Propo/ah 
for a ir::ce, 


^he Hijiory of the Uoited Provinces, 

Spamards were building a new fort on the canal bctwqf/n,; 
t\\^ Rhine ^ and the Meufe ^ the governor of TVeJfcl^^d^yimg 
draughts out of his own and the neareft garrifons, c^etached . 
colonel ijfljhin to difturb the works, and if polTibl;j-fuin the 
fort. His detachment amounted to 900 men, urith which’ 
he ventured to attack count John of^^fe^Tnst* »VTfn a body of > 
1500 foot and horfe, defeated gifwJ^took him prifoner after , 
an obftinate engagement. and other advantages gain- 

ed by the HollanJcrs^ detcriviined the duke of N£wbuii'gh\KM 
repair in pet fun to the Hjgucy to folicit the confent of the 
Hates to the partition-treaty lately concluded between him - 
and the elector of Bi\mdci:hurgb, I'he Hates, perceiving 
that the Spaniards refufed to evacuate Orfoy and Siiterty 
could not be prevailed upon to furrender Emmeries Rcesy 
and Wejjsly with their dependent towns and teiritories. At 
laft the archduchefs confented to withdraw her troops en- 
tirely from the duchies of Clevcs and fulicn ; upon which ’ 
the Hates began to relax a little from their former rigour, 
condefeending to cede all their conqiiefts, except thc^three 
towns juft mentioned*. With tins conceffion the duke of - 
Nc’wbnrgb was ibreed to reft fatisfied ; accordingly he tocic 
his leave, and returned to Cervian)\ 

It was immediately after this negotiation that the court 
of Brujfeh made propofals for a frucc betw^een the arch- 
duchels and the ftates, for the fpace of 34 years, upon the 
fame conditions offered 21 years before. Thi remitt ances 
neceffary for the fupport of the war were entirely flopped at 
Madridy and the catholic king feemed to take little con- 
cern in the event of the war carried on in the Netherlands 
A treaty of commerce between the catholic and proteflanc 
provinces, about this time, had fomewhat diminillied that 
implacable animofity which had for fo long time fubfifted 
between them. This, with a variety of other circum- 
ftanccs, the archduchefs hoped would difpofe both parties to 
liften to the means of eftabhlhing the tranquillity of the 
17 pi1)vincft, after a bloody war of 60 years duration. 
It was well known at the Hague neceflTity didtated the 
propofals to the archduchefs ; however they did not chufe 
abfolutely to rcjedl propofitions, which might turn out 
more to the advantage of the provinces than even a fjc- 
cefsfiil war. After the conferences held at Rofend^h for 
the exchange of prifoaers, the archduchefs’s deputies pro- 
ceeded to the Haguey becaufe the Dutch deputies had no 
inftrudlions to enter upon the bufinefs of a truce. Opinions 
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iSrcrc divided in the affembly of the ftates general. Some 

themfelves that an accommodation with Spain 
wouldlncur the refentment of France ; they urgcd^ that 
while ^ republic had Nothing to fear, it wa« gbfurd to 
confent^ a truce, which was only giving the enemy time 
to recov^^A^Sir .p^^iaufted ftrength and fpirits; and that 
•Holland being now op'tf'V.iit by the wealth of the Indies^ and 
powerful by the iedu61i6?ft^ Boijleduc and JFeJJely the two 
j^parts of the United Py ovinceSy ought in her turn to treat 
the Spaniards with that haughtinefs and infolence, of wdiich 
they were fo profufe in their profperity. Thofe of a con- 
trary opinion fupported their fentiments by a variety of 
arguments, tending to evince, that a fuppliant, humbled 
enemy ought not to be defpifed ; that the chance of war 
was uncertain ; and that thofe who were this year at the 
very pinnacle of fortune, might next feafon be reduced to 
the lowcft abyfs of diftrefs. Tbefe general reileclions they 
corroborated by the fentiments of the late excellent patriot 
Barneveldt^ who, with the confent of the French kip.g, had 
urged pacific meafures in icog. They might poiTibly have 
cairied their point, had not cardinal Richlien^ bent upon re- 
trenching the power of the houfe of Aujiria^ traverfed tho 
negotiation, by means of the fieur de Bougity^ fenc in quality 
of ambaflador to the H^gue^, This artiul minifter prsic- Treaty 
tifed fo ingenioufly on i4ie temper of the ftates, that, in- •ivith 
fteadpf concluding a truce with Spain, they renewed the France- 
allia*«:e with France, then at war with the catholic mo- 
narch. The treaty differed but little from that ligned 
in i 627 j but never ratified. Here, as in the former, the 
ftates con Tented to enter upon no truce, treaty ^of peace, 
engagement, or alliance, without the confent of his moft 
chriltian majdfy. They likewife promifed to aflift hipi 
with troops, ammunition, cannon, &c, as foon as his army 
Ciould enter upon hoftilities in Artois, Hainault, and the 
other countries belonging to the Spaniards ; the king, on his 
part, ftipulatiiig to pay a confiderable fubfidy to the* ftates, 
and to employ the fame number of forces in the Nether- 
lands, which he had hitherto maintained. All the meafures 
taken by Spain and the couit of Brujfels, to promote a truce, 
were difconcerted. No regard was paid to the Flemijh 
deputies at the Hague \ they were treated with the utmoft 
contempt, and in danger of being openly infulted. An an- 
fwer to their propofals was publimed, under the title of 
the Anti-truce \ in which the courts, of Spain and 

* Id. ibid. LtL Cx^jERC, tom. ii. ibid. 
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vcre la(hed with great fcverity, and indeed very litA 
decency. Ytt did not this dircoiira^e the archducheO^'^mm 
proceeding in her pacific dtfi^ns. She had recourfrfto the 
mediStii^n^f E?igland^ and hoped to gain an influence with 
the mediator, by procuring the reftoration of tlr; eledfor 
palatine, brother-in-law to Charles to the 
prince of Tne ftates themiff^s were likewifc in- 

tcrefted ia feeing this unhappy' *^ricc re-eftabliflied in the 
eloSoral dignity and his domiilbiis ; however regard for thc.i 
prince did not operate fo powerfully as was expelled. 
They fufFered themfelves to be folicited for the fpa^ e of 
four months by the Britijh ambaffador, and at laft returned 
for anfwer, that when they had any thoughts of concluding 
a truce, they would acquaint their ally the king of Great 
Britain with their intentions. This put an end to the 
negotiation, and obliged the' Spaniards to make the belt 
preparations in their power for the renewal of hoQw 
lities. 

While the prince of Orange was employed in the fiege 
of Boijleduc^ the Hollanders fupported a vigorous war ao^inft 
the new admiralty formed at Dunkirk^ which had firuck 
fuch terror fince the redudion of Breda^ and the excellent 
regulations made by Spinola, The Ioffes fuftained by the 
Dutch merchants obliged the ftates to encreafe tht ir marine, 
and fend the merchant-fliips under ftrong convoys. Early 
this feafon a powerful fquadron put to fea, under th&cnn- 
du£l of the new admiral of Holland^ Peter Heine, andViext 
day fell in with three Spanijh men of war on the coaft oF 
Flanders. An a6ti n enfued, and Heine was k tied by a 
cannon-bullet at the firft broa i-fide ; but his lieutenant 
concealing* his death carefully, the mariners continued to 
fight with fpirit, and the three Spanijh fhips were taken, 
and carried into Rotterdam^ wheie ^he admiral’s death was 
firft divulged (A). This laft defeat gave a confiJerable 


(A) ^fhe ^miral’s remains 
were condudled with great fo- 
lemnity to Delfts where they 
were interred with the utmoft 
pomp and magnificence, in the 
great cemetery fet afide for the 
monuments of illullrious per- 
fons, who have done their 
country important fervices. De- 
puties from the ilates general, 
and the ftates of Holland and 
Zealand^ the diieftors of the 


Eajl and W ft India companies, 
ail the iiifF>:ic nt corporations at 
Amjierdam^ and a great number 
of perlbf s of diftio£lion, ho* 
noured the funeral with their 
prefence. A fuperb monument, 
graced with the relation of hts 
exploits, was eteded at the 
public expence, and Peter\ me- 
mory continues at this day to 
be admired, honoured, and 
efteemed. 
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Eheck to the Dunkirkers^ and difFufcd a fpirit of difcontent ^he . 
and trmtiny through the Spanijh army and ganifons ; who ^ 

could nit but attribute to rniilondurit, that the wealth in- ^ 

tended jLr their maintcnaricc Ihou d be the meai^^ pf their 
deftrutiti^; an.l tnole very fums deftincd for their pay, 

I enrich enemies, and pui chafing them all the con- ^^*^‘*** 

veniencici* of lUc, tney were pining under all the 

miferies of hunger and 1hl''’^dnefs. Crouls of deferters 
capie over every day and the other Spanijh 

gai*io'is. Even the officers in the count de JS^r^’s army 
qmtnd tiie fervice, and enlifted with the ftates. The 
} e**iants wcie opp efled with contiibutions, and the nobility 
incenfed at the inlolcnce of the Spaniards^ and the preference 
given to foreigners. Even the clergy murmured, declaimed 
agamft the remiflhefs of the government, and lamented the 
danger that threatened religioti. All thefe diforders, all 
thefe grievances, were charged by the natives on the proud 
foreigners, who enjoyed every emolument arifing from 
places, penfions, and preferments, without contributing at 
all to^the relief, the eafe, and the fecurity of the people. 

The ftates of the clergy and nobiUty afiembied, to deli- 
berate on the prefent fituatiun of affairs, and the means of 
applying remedies to oppreflions altogether unlupportable. 

Many peifons were for tpbmitting to the HAlanders^ with- 
out regard to the proteftant religion, which they had efla- 
bl'/fticd, and their declared oppofition to the catholic faith ; 
but others, touched with conrciencc, and ftrongly attached 
to* the religion of their anceftors, propofed deputing the 
archhiftiop of MeMin and the duke d' Arfehot to the arch- 
duchefs, to reprefent to hei the grievances of which the 
people complained ; all of which had their rife in* the pre- 
ference flicwn to foreigners. They gave her to underftand, 
that, on condition th^ were not faddled with ihe minitters 
and officers of the Spaniflj court, they would willingly give 
up all the affidance in troops, and remittances in money, 
expefled from that kingdom ; not doubting but they fbould 
be able to defend their religion and liberty, under the 
’general authority of his catholic majefty and the arcli- 
duchefs. The good princefs heard their complaints, felt 
for their misfortunes, and promifed to do all in her power 
to redrefs them. With this view (he feiit the count de Salrc 
intd^ Spyin ; but the duke de Olivarez deftroyed the effedls of 
her remonftrances. Difappointed in this hope, the arch- 
duchefs endeavoured to eafe her fubjefts, by opening a free 
intercourfe of trade between them and the ftates of the 

United 
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Umted Provinces ** ; and as the Hollanders and the prince 
Orange ihewed no diflike to this projeft, flie 
attacl^ment to commerce for an inclination to reipw the 
conferencQC for a truce ; but foon* perceived that thry were 
refolvcd topurfue their good fortune, until a prop/r barrier, 
and firmer fccurity, were procured fort|;ie 
Richfieu Since the late treaty with cardinal Rkhlieu di- ; 

makei etn rcScd the counfcls of the general, and foon dif- 

ajttempt to covered that all his good offices towards the republic, 
feixsupon their fource in felf-intereft. While he was careffing the 
the city tf ftates, and cajolling the people with the hope of power* 
Orange, fyj fuccours from the French king, he was lecretly con- 
triving the means of feizing on the town of Orange^ and 
the patrimony of prin:c Henry, For fome time he had 
maintained a clandeftine corrcfpondence with the fieur de 
Walkemburghy governor of the city, who, notwithftanding 
he was the great favourite of the prince his mafter, could 
not avoid lending an ear to the bewitching felicitations 
of RUhlleu^ who of all men beft iinderftood the human 
heart, and moft fucccfsfully employed the talent of feduc-. 
tion. Ji'edkemburgh confented to furrender the place to the 
cardinal for the fum of 400,000 livres in money, and an 
eftate in Provence of 20,000 livres in val^e ; but infixing; 
upon being put in pofTeffion of the whole, before he ad- 
mitted a French garrifon, the negotiation was protrafled, 
and the prince had fome intimation of his infidelity. ^ Ttie 
government of the town and citadel was trienaialS but 
the prince, out of regard for Walkemburghy broke lhroug*h 
the rule, and continued him iri the government beyond 
the ufual Jime. Immediately, on advice of his treachery, 
the office was bellowed on Knuyth a Zealander^ who pur- 
fued his inftruAions with great addref^aflembled a body of 
troops with the utmoft expedition ana privacy, got poflef- 
fion of the city, blocked up Walkemburgh in the houfe of z 
burgher where he had dined, killed him in a feuffle that 
enfued on bis refilling to furrender, and then laid fiege 
to the citadel, which the lieutenant-governor gave up, on 
being informed of Walkemburgh\ death, and Knujthh com- 
milfion. This laid the foundation of thatrivetted averfion, 
which the prince ever afterwards entertained for the car- 
dinal, and oppofition to the grandeur of the houle«oF 
Bourbon^ conftantl^ (hewn upon all occafions by thfU fuc- 
ceeding princes of the family of Orange^, 

^ Nuville^ tom. ii. cap. 8. ^ Le Clekc, Hift. p» 170. 
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prudence, the valour, and the great moder&ition 
t{ pr'iTicy Henry had raifed him to a higher decree of credit , 
tvitti th'l^ iiacts and the people, than even his brothej^ or' 
father h^i acquired. Perceiving that he had noliiftention 
to abufe ht} authority, or encroach on the liberties of hi^ 

Scountry, thcyf|;i3if::lved'^a teftify their gratitude, by rendering 
the ftadtholdcrihip herMit^^'yJn his family, and raifing K\iTlje fiaeth 
Ion to the office of general at the cavalry, though then only holderjhip 
imt the fifth year of his agA Thcfe afts of acknow^ made hire* 
ledgment were accompanied by particular demonftratiort 
.oF the joy of the people i and a folemn deputation from thje 
ilates general waited upon the prince witn the {lrong**ft 
aflurances of t;heir efteem and gratitude. The young printer's 
commiffion was prefen ted in a gold caiket, and conaf)li* 
ments were poured in daily from the ftates of all the pro-^ 
vinces. But the attention required to thefe ceremonuls 
did not divert Henry from the buflnefs of the ftat/ ; he 
refolved to {hew himfelf worthy of his new honours, by 
a double portion of diligence. AfTcmbling his army near 
Emme^icy where he had formed vait magazines of corn im-» 
ported from Dantzicj his great preparations aLirmed the , 
courts of Brujfeh and Maeb'id^ as they ftill entertained re* 
mote hopes, tliat^thc truce might yet take place. The 
archduchefs, fenfible that tt was vain to flatter heifelf longef 
wi|h this profped, exerteJ herfclf to put the army in»a 
condition to take the fi-ld, and for that purpolc laid ad- 
ditional taxes on the clergy and people. A proceeding 
fo necelTary when the treafury was quite exhaufted, excited 
the clamours of the Flemings \ and the ill-judged prJicy of 
the court of Madrid^ increafed their difconttnCf by ap- 
pointing the marquis de Santa Cruz to fucceetl Spinola in 
the command of the forces, an employment which the* 
people hoped would be conferred upon a native of the 
Netherlands, To fwpeten the draught, which it was well 
known would prove unpalatable to the Flemings^ a report^ 
was fpread, that the marquis was to ferve undA: the*car« 

^dinal Ferdinand of Auftria^ brother iq the catholic king, 
and nephew to the archduchefs, who was to fucceed hef 
in the government. Count Henry de Berg was made 
mai^efhal-general of all the troops in Flanks, and Carla 
Cobuna was jaifed to the of camp mafler- general; 

A corffi of 6000 men was deftined to cover Antwerp and 
Meshlin^ under the conduct of Zapeta ; the care of all the 
convoys was cAmmitted to Lucas Cayra^ who had 4000 
foot, and thirty'troops of horfe under his command. As 
to the count de Berg^ he took poil near EAimhergt for 
Mod. Hist. Vox.. XXXI. U the 
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the defence of the new canal, and ctf Sfmijh GueUtrlfhi, 
of whjch he was governor. ' * 

iucH were the meiifures taken by the enemy, fchile the 
prince^tff Orange^ dividing his army into tl^e corps^ 
took port: upon the Rhine ^ at Bo'ijlcduc and Leaving 

-count Stirum with a flying camp qf io,oct'*::Vien at Reesi 
iie embarked his troops at Etff*‘eAcy and attended by the 
duke of Fendofme^ made a dMcent in t’ e neighbourhood of 
Bruges^ pafl'cd the rivers anJ canals on rope-bridges, 
ftrudted upon a new plan, furprifed three Spanijh fotts, dnd 
advanced to Ghent ; but finding that a body of the enemy’s 
cavalry was formed at the Ikirts of a wood in his way, 
he dropped his defign, and returned, from an apprehenfion 
of falling into an ambufeade. The Spanijh army multi- 
plied daily ; troops were pouring in from Germany and 
/tal)\ and already a body of 29,000 foot, with 27 com- 
panies of horfe, had advanced to the canal between Ghent 
and Bruges^ on a fuppofition that the prince formed de- 
upon one of thefe cities. The archduchefs per- 
ceived that the vigilance of the prince of Orange'^woM 
baiilc all her endeavours, in the ufual method of carry- 
ing on the campaign j flie therefore refumed a fcheme 
which bud been propofed two years before, of cutting off 
the communication between th^ provinces of Holland and 

• Zealand. For this purpofe a gVeat number of barges and 
flat-bottomed boats had been conftnj<Sted, but afide 
ratiicr for the want of troops or money to cany the pro- 
ject into execution. At the perfuafion of a capuchin, 
and the fon of the advocate- general Barntveldt^ who lived 
in baniftment at Brujfeh^ the boats wcie again taken into 
commiflion, a body of forces appointed to ferve in the 

• expedition, and the diredion of the whole committed to 
John count de NaJJiu. The count fet fail from Antwerp 
with a fleet of 90 boats, having on board 5COO land- 
forces, and 1300 marines ; but part of the prieft’s intelli- 
gence prdving falfe, he was forced to alter the courfi^ pre- 
feribed, re-enter the Scheldt pafs by Remerfzvally and coaft 
along the illc of Tolen^ into which the prince of Orange 
had thrown a reinforcement of 90CO men. The barks 
loaded with his ammunition, provifion, and cannon, hav- 
ing run on the fand-banks, a whole tide waS loft before 
they were got afloat, which afforded the Hollanders time 
to colledf a fmall fleet of boats at Bergen^op^zoom ; with 
thefe they attacked' the enemy, and took feveral boats, 
and 300 priibners. At the fame inftant the fleet of Zea- 
kndy commanded by admiral Hoilarty (ell upon the Spa»~ 

3 - ' < niards 
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hti£Ci?di in the night. Count fuflained the attack with 
great intrepidity, arid the capuchin performed wonders ; 
but a%r an aflion of fi^ hours, the Spa^iiards Winre totally 
defeated'' and of the whole armament, only eleven officers 
: cfcaped, in.«,*'^hich number were count John^ the baron 
Balanfon governor ot^jBr^?, and the eapuchiii. Seventy- 
iix boats and barks were the relt had been cither 

Jlink or burned, and the inuVnber of prifoners exceeded 
5000 men, moil of whom enlifted in the prince’s army, 
and were incorporated in diflerent regiments. The vic- 
tory was deemed in Kolland among the moll glorious Sp;*- 
with which it had pleafcd the Almighty to blefs the arms niards ^^r- 
of the republic ; and indeed the confequences were 
important, as they entirely broke the frheme planned at the 
court of BruJJeh^ of feizing all thdC Dutch illands quite to 
the Brille^ and Dordrecht^ while the marquis dc Santa Cruz 
Ihould fubdue the whole country along the Meufe^ as far as 
Gertruydenberg *. 

Twe defeat of this expedition threw the court of Bruf-- 
fils into confternation. Equipping the arniament had 
coft the government large fums, which were now entirely 
loft, together with great part of the armv. The arch- 
duchefs fupporteS the niisfortune with infinite Ipirit and 
moderation, exerting hei* utmoft influence to appeafe the 
efamours raifed againft the marquis de Santa Cruz^ upon 
whoiu the blame of fo ideal a projedf was thrown by the 
nrfultitude, and even by the Flemijh nobility. Something 
mull be done to fatisfy the people ; accordingly the count 
offered the admiral Jacob Janfi a vidlim to jheir dif- 
contents, and fenc him prifoner to Breda ; but janfi wis 
an Italian^ and this proceeding feryed only to encreafe the 
public murmurs. Happily, however, alaigefleetof Dutch- 
men, loaded with corn, feized by the Dunkirkers, brought 
the Flemings into better temper. Advice coming to the 
court of Madrid of the fate of the late expediciot), the 
niiniftry had recourfc to their ufual artifices. They greatly 
* diminiihed the lofs, and magnified fome petty ^ advantages 
gained in the Eaft and IVeft Indies. They had little in- 
deed to bpaft- with refpe(^ to the latter, for the great 
artpament deftined for the recovery of Olinda was difperfed 
in a ftorm, and the greateft part of the troops died of a * 
jhalignant fever. DDquendo at laft fet fail, with a nu- . 
,merou8 fleet, for Brafsl, and in his voyage encountered the ^ 
Dutch adtniral Pater with 17 fliips, ten of which fibcer- 

* Lk Clerc^ tom. li. libi fapra. 
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cd off before the engagement begun. Pater w’as^^tott 
far advanced to retire ivith fafety or honour, hi deter* 
min^d -tl^reforc to fupply the «want of numbersrfby Cou- 
rage, fell upon the enemy with irrefiftlble inlipetubfity, 
funk four and burned fix of their before he; 

could be furrounded. After having long Icept vi£tory in 
fufpenfe by dint of fkill and* /ntrepidity, he faw one of 
his fineft veiTIs blown up, ;with the crew, confifiing,of 
300 men. This lofs was fucceeded by another accident, 
which all his prudence and valour could not remedy. 
The powder-room of his own (hip took fire, the flames 
fpread in defpite of his utmoft endeavours, and Pater^ 
with above four hundred brave Teamen, periihed in the 
flames. Five (hips now only remained, and they fought 
with redoubled vigour,., determining to revenge the death 
of their valiant admiral. Nothing could exceed their 
furyi (hey cleared their decks, crouded with Spaniards 
who had boarded them, tinged the fca with blood, 
and covered it with floating carcafes. At laft, perceiving 
they muft fink under the weight of numbers, they made 
one defperate pufh, broke through the enemy’s line, and, 
after having deftroyed four (hips, got clear, and fleered 
their courfe unpuriued to Olinda^ The Bonoiir of viftory 
remained with the Spaniards i but they had purchafed it 
fo dear, that d'Oquendo was difabled for that year from 
adling offenfively. Returning to Europe fomc timS after, 
he was attacked by four Dutch men of war, and defeated 
with the lofs of 700 men, 22 officers, three (hips and his 
vice-admijal. Such were the exploits of which the court 
of Madrid boafted $ but a falfe relation of faefls ferved 
for a time to blind the public, and appeafe the clamours of 
. the people 


While Spain was bufied in preparing for the defence 
of the Netherlands^ and . the recovery of her Ioffes in 



empire into confternation. In the fpace of one year he 
bad conquered ^hole provinces, reflored the dukes of 
1032. Mecklenburghj to the dominions of which they were de*- 
fpoiled by the vi£lorious imperial general Wallijiein^ defeated 
the emi^roPs troops in divers rencounters, obtaiiwd the 
glorious viftoiy of Leipfic over Tilly^ the moft celebrated 
commander ot his age, crolled the Rhine and the Danube^ 
reduced above fixty towns, fortreffes, and cities, and was 

^ Nvville, tom. ii. ^ap. lo. 
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vinhe brink of overthrowing tlie w^oie power, and fub- 
j^ing the grandeur of the antient houfe .of Aujiriay 
which i-'ad long given law to Chrijhndom. Covered wit)i 
Jaurels» i^nd hedged in by vidory, this glorious montreh 
did not ihink the ftates of the United Provinces unworthy 
of his alliance. They had long laboured jn the fame 
caufe, and wit^ equal f erfevcrance and courage fought in 
defence of liberty and the f^otellant religion. With this 
view he Tent his chancellor Oxenflierne to the Hague^ where 
IfT was received with all tne honours due to his own 
merit, and the minifter of fo great a prince and hero. 

A treaty was concluded between the king, and the republic, Treaty ^ 
whereby they ftipulated to attack the Spaniards on the 
Rhine^ with all their forces,' and by this means divide the 
Aujlrian army. The penAonary Pauv) was fent to the 
king, to adjull further particulars 

To fulfil the treaty with Sw§denj the prince of Orange 
took the field at the head of 253 companies of infantry, 
and 58 troops of cavalry. Several detachments were fenc 
out tg reconnoitre the enemy ; and the prince entering 
Spmijh Guelderland^ bent his courfe towards Venlo^ feizing 
upon Arfen^ a little fortrefs upon the Meufe. Next day 
he fummoned the garrifon of Venh, The magiftrates de- 
fired him to c^nfult j^he count de Berg\ but Henry 
marched his troops by t\vo avenues, amidft the furious 
difi:har|e of the artillery on the ramparts, and a (harp 
fally irnide by the garrifon. Before morning, the trenches 
wore advanced three hundred yards, notwithftanding the 
befieged gave all poflible obftru^ion. A battery of fix 
pieces of cannon was erected, which played fo brifkly 
with ignited balls, that one fide o( the town wfs fet on 
fire. By the 3d of ^une^ the inhabitants, feeing the enemy 
approach the ditch, defired to capitulate, on condition 
that their privileges were preferved, liberty of confcience 
permitted, and a church allowed for the public exercife of 
the catholic religion. The garrifon, ferupling to fubmit 
on the fame terms with the burghers, defended themlelves 
for a dayy and then capitulated, retiring to the city of 
yulUrs* This liege, though the firing was extremely brilk, 
colt the befieged only two lives, which was attributed to 
the prudent conduct of prince Henry^ imitating the ex« 
am{Uejof his brother Maurice^ in expofing his troops to 
danger, only in cafes of extreme neceflity. 

9 PuFFEND. Hill. Generals, tom. vi. lib. vi. 
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NRT was no fooher' in pofleffion^of, V^tij 
\ he rletached count Ermji with 6000 men, towards StraUn 
ThePnnes Rufenmde^ the former of which furrendered without 
. rcfiffaryre^ to the fieur Iruilleri^ Ruremonde^ an jepifcopal 

^Iralnd- Guelderland^ was befiegcd by Erntft m perfon, 

'vantages. Were immediately ereded, but beto^ they began 

* to play, the prince of arrived in 1:06 carrp, H13 

prcfence wrought fuch.an efipft on the inhabitants, that 
they furrendered next day, the loth of June, on the fame 
conditions granted to the magiftrates of Venlo, 
prince’s moderation contributed no Icfs to the fudden rc- 
duil^lion of towns, than his valour. He generally granted 
all their privileges, and liberty of confcience to the con- 
quered, who experienced no other hardfliip than what is 
confequent on a mere change of 'mafters and of government. 
The iiege of Rureynonde proved however extremely iin*- 
fortunate to the provinces of GrorAngsn and Frtfeland, who 
by a inufket-bail, the laft Ihot fired by the ganifon, loft 
their excellent governor,- count Ernefi Caftmir of Naffiiu. 
He was fucceeded in his dignities by his b)n Hmry Jiniefl^ 
and the dates general ackfiowledged their efteem for the 
.deceafed, by making the ftadthoUlerftiip of the two pro- 
vinces hereditary in his family. 

In the mean t\mc JVilliam of. gained very con- 

fiderabJe advantages over the «nemy. He was detached 
with a corps of three thoufand men by the prince' of 
Orange, to harrafs the enemy on the banks of the Scheldt 
Embarking his troops in a number of fmall boats at Ra^ 
tnekins, he puihed up the river to Lillo, made himfelf 
mafter of the important poft and dyke at Cowejiein, and 
of two ^forts at the extremities of the dykes, from the 
Scheld to the territory of Ryen» Afterwards he took Peck^ 
gat, fort St. Martin, and all the works which covered St* 
Vliet. To oppofe his progrefs, the Spaniards detached a 
body of 5000 men, compofed of the garrifon of Antwerp^ 
and, the n^ilitia of the country, under the generals Cohnna 
and Ferta, A battle was fought near Callo, in which both 
iides behaved with great valour 3 but the Scotch and Irtjh 
auxiliaries at laft broke the enemy, defeated them, and 
took a great number of prifoners, killed 400 men, among 
whom was the brave SpinelU, and obtained a compleat 
_ ^ vidqry. So many advaa|agcs gained by the Hqlldnders 
determined the Count de Berg to rcfign his commiffion, 
refi^^ after he Ijad faithfully ferved the court of Spain for a 
^ ' ’ great number of years, notwithftanding he was nearly 

related to the prince of Orange, connefted by ftrong tie^ 
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count Siirumj to whom he had given his daughter 
in , marriage, attached to liberty, but fo zealous a ca- 
tholic that bis confcience would not fufter him to fub- 
mit to tlic proteftant government cAablifhed inline ffev^n 
Provinces. He retired to Liege^ under pretence that it 
was a neutral ^ify, and that he was deferted, and denied a 
hodv of forces fufficieftt for the defence of Guelderland\ 
hut it was generally fuppofed, he had concerted mat- 
with the prince of Oraggey being difgufted with the 
preference fliewn to foreigners. The fudden retreat of fo 
important a perfonage alarmed the court of Brujfels. The 
archduchefs feared that fo dangerons an example would 
be imitated by others of (he nobility, diffatisfied with the 
conduct of the Spanijh miniAry, and ready to enter into a 
league for the cxpulfion of all foreigners out of the Nc-f 
iherlands. Filled with ihefe apprehenfions, Ihe difpatched 
a letter to the count, written* with her own hand, in- 
viting him back to Bruffils^ and premifing to redrefs all his 
grievances ; but the count excufed himfelf in an anfwer 
couclied in the moA refpefiful terms, for the princefs. He 
was fenfible of her goodnefs, but he knew her power was 
limited by OlivareZj and that her favour to himfelf would 
be matter of difeontent to all the Spaniards. He hoped, 
he faid, that hi? faithful perfonal fervices of 40 years, 
and the death of fix brothers flain in the war, would give 


futeciejit teAimony of his zeal for the houfe of ^JuJiria^ 
and the catholic religion. He touched upon tlje iuffer- 
in|;s of the country, and the ruin of the catholic caufe, 
from the pride, avarice, and that contempt which the 
Spaniards afFefled to entertain for the natives. He wrote, 
at the fame time, a circular letter, in form of a manifeAo> 
to the clergy, nobility, and towns of the Provinces^ 
rojuAify bis condufl: with refpeft to the marquis de Le^ 
ganezj and other Spaniards with whom he was at variance. 

In the refult he entirely threw off the ma(k, declared his 
intention of levying an army for the defence of the coui^- 
try, againA thfe oppofition and tyranny of the Spaniards. 

• On the 1 8th of June the prince of Orange wrote a letr 
ter to the count de Berg, applauding his refolution, and 
declaring that he Ihbuld not have feized upon the towns 
m ^Spanijh Guelderland^ of which he was governor, but 
rtat tjiey were left defencelefs, the magiArates refufing to 
furnUh the Spanijh garrifons with money, which he 
might produce tumults and the ruin of the places. the 

bfferejd him all manner of afliAance and confolation, in bis§pjuj^ 
pwn name, and' that of the Aates general | and rcqueAcd 
‘ tU 4 be 
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would rely upon their friendfliip and protection, againft 
all hjs enemies. With refpcA to the catholic religion, ill 
whfc^ he was fo zealous, he might reft fatisfted, as tho 
ftates determined to permit liberty of confcicnce, and 
the free excicife of the JbmiJh religion in all ihcir con- 
quefts, as was obvious from their c^duft Stra^ 

kny and Ruremonde, Th^ flatus ^ Liege^ apprehenfive 
that the declaration publiihrd by the count de Berg might 
be regarded as a breach of thefr neutrality, publifhed a protr^ 
ttft of their having no (hare in the count's dcfigns; while 
he, on his part, confirmed their afteveration by a folemn 
ad, acquitting the chapter and dates of all communica« 
tion, intereft, or connexion, with his affairs, and the pur* 
port of his late declaration* Meafures fo deliberate and 
well laid, convinced the court of Brujfeh^ that the count's 
refolution had not been formed in a fudden fit of dxfguft j 
the Spaniards infinuated t6 the archduchefs, that the in^ 
vafion of Spanijh GueUerland was ip confequcnce of fc* 
cret intelligence between him and the prince of Orange. 
This'firft determined her to prevent the confequcnCcs of 
his defertion by letters wrote o the three eftaies of the 
provinces, and then, by a perfonal declaration againft th6 
count, with an order to fej/e his perfoiY vigorous a 
refolution terrified the count's jrtrty, and obliged him to 
return to vfiV, in Holland^ upori which he was declared , a 
traitor by the court of Brujfels^ and condemned to K»fc his 
head upon a fcaffold, ^ . 

The revolt however of the count de Berg did not 
produce all the cxpe£lcd confeo cnees. It was fuppofed 
that thet Flemijh troops woula defert, by which means 
the archduchefs would be deprived of her greateft 
ftrength, and difablcd from oppe^fing the conquefts of the 

; >rince of Orange \ but that piinccfs had taken her mea* 
iires fo prudently, and was fo univerfally beloved, tb^t 
fcarce any more chan the iifual defertion happened. It 
was ftotwithftanding a terrible blow to the court of Spain^ 
as fhe was pow deprived of a general to oppofe 
prince /frxiy, and whofc popularity in Guelderland might 
greatly aifift the operations of the army. Four towns 
and three forts, fituated on the Meufe^ were reduced in the 
fpace of eight days. By the loth of June^ the Dutch bad 
pulhed their conquefts quite to Maejtrichu and <pene« 
trated to the fartheft extremity of the duchy of Limbttrgh. 
MaeJhuhfiiMf^ the moft commodious paflage of the Meufe^ 
was now invefted, after it had quietly remained in the 
hands of the Spaniards fmee the year 1579^ when it was 

' ' taken 
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.^aken by the duke of Parma. The city was defended 
only by a garrifon of 2500 meiv, under the command of 
the baron de Leda^ nephew to thfe count de an 

officer of great experience, abfent when th# {Irince of 
Orange formed the fiege. That prince carried on his 
approaches »v%>i:h bis^ufual caution, while the baron per* 
formed all that voutn, fire, and an eager thirft of ^lory 
could infpire. With his only troop of cavalry, he recon- 
iknoitered the dirpofition of ifce Putch trenches, maintained 
a (harp conflid, and returned with a number of prifoners 
' fuperior to his whole party ; a fuccefs which fo elated the 
inhabitants, that the whole, without diftindlion, even the 
clergy and women, determined to fecond the vigorous 
efforts of their intrepid governor, 'and labour in repairing 
the fortifications. A Tally was made to burn all the fur- 
rounding houfes, which could any way affift the approach 
of the bcfieged 5 but the garrifon was repulfed with great 
(laughter. All the batteries being fini(hed by the 14th of 
Juncy the reft of the month was employed in battering the 
wall^, and advancing the works, which the befieged en* 
deavoured to obftrud by a great number of brifk fallies. 
Sometimes they proved Tuccefsful, and in one Tally they 
deftroyed two batteries, filled up part of the trenches, and 
made prodigious carnage^. 
y Meantime the Spaniards^ fcnfible that Maeftricht was 
a tov.li of the laft importance, were collefting all their ^rfeht" 
(^length for its relief, and not fatisiied with their own jieMd* 
forces, had recourfe to the affiftance of their allies. Gon^ * 
%ales de Cordova^ with a body of forces drawn from the 
palatinate, preTented himTelF before the trenches, upon 
which he played with twenty-four pieces of heavy cannon; 
blit endeavouring to force his way into the town, was 
vigoroufly repulfed by the French and Englijh auxiliaries* 

The Tieur d'EJiiaux particularly diftinguiTbcd himfelf in 
this affair, purTuing the enemy acrofs the river, with 
fuch impetuofity, that he penetrated" the Sptinijh tamp, 
threw ft in great confufion, and retired with a confider- 
able number of prifoners. Gonzales colleAing his difperfed 
troops, attempted to Teize all the avenues leading to thp 
Dutch camp, and thereby cut oft' their provifions ; but the 
prmce of Orange cook fuch meafures as effeAually baffled 
the jfrojeft of the Spaniard, Six weeks had now been 
cmifumed in this fiege, during which a variety of Tallies 
ind affaults were made, which' gave it fo much reputation, 

^ NuyiLLB, tom. ii. cap. 14. 
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thst volunteers flocked from all quarters of Eurofuf, 

T^ai^A the art of war under prince Henry. On the 2 2d of 
July^ the marquis* de Santa Cru% arrived with his whole 
army the trenches, and atfemptcd to force a paf- 

fagc over the Meuje at Stocken ; but his troops were fo 
roughly handled, that he was forced to wait^tiently for 
the arrival of his artillery, and iM German auxiliaries 
under Pappenheim^ one of the beft officers in the empe- 
ror’s Ter vice. When the pri ny of underftood thal^ 

this reinforcement had joined the Spewtjh gemereiy he re- 
doubled his vigilance, placed ftronger guards at all the 
pods, and ordered WiUiam of Najhu to join the camp 
with the troops he had levied in the nfi^'hbourhood of 
of Nimeguen. Nor had Pappenheim reafon to be fa tisfied 
with the reception given him by the marquis /le Santa 
Cruz^ and the SpamJIj officers,* who were jealous of his re- 
putation, and afiaid he would run away with the whole 
honour of Maejiricht. To prevent this, he fer.t 

the duke of Newburgh^ with propofals to th.c prince of 
Orange^ for changing hoftilities into a negotiation. Pap- 
ptnheimy incenfed at the ufage, declared by a trumpet, that 
he was come with the imperial army to oppofe the Duteby 
and immediately advanced to force the prince’s intrcnch- 
inents. The Hollanders fuftained^the attack with great 
flrmncfs, and at laft drove back th« inipeiialiris with prodigi- 
ous llaughtcr. Pappenheim then enirenchcd hinifelf oj|poiite 
to count Stirum^s quarters, with intention to feize the 
firft opportunity of throwina; fuccouis into Mie town. To 
fecond his dengn, the befieged mado n ur.fk faily, furi- 
oufly attacked the quarters, and fikd the trenches 

with blodfi. Above 400 Britifn Soldiers periihed in this 
action, the principal of whom were Jje lord Oxfjtdy and 
colonel WiUiams ®. 

After Pappenheim had fully examined the polls, the 
llrcngth and fituation of the befiegers, he di^pofed every 
thing/or af{cond attack, on the i8th of Augitfiy planted his 
cannon, and drew up his army in order of battle. Two 
regiments of carbineers compofed the van, followed by 
all the infantry, with fafeines to fill up ^he trenches; the 
cavalry fupported both wings. The attack was fo impetu- 
ous, that notwithfianding the trenches were choaked ^up 
with their dead, the Germans ftill preiTer^ on, and obliged 
the Dutch to aUndon their advanced W'orks. The fight 
obftinately maintained for three hours, when the 

• Vie de pripce Henry, p. loa. 
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^mce, of Ormge arrived with fr^fli- troops, conducted by 
the dukes de CmiaU and Bouillon^ and a body of volun- 
teers formed out of the flower of th.e French nobility. 
They attacked the Germmi in flank, with ixref^iy>lcffury ; 
the leak of fortune was now changed, and the impel ialills 
in their turn put in diforder, defeated, and driven from 
the entrenchments. %The brave imperialift was (hocked, 
to fee the Spaniards coql fpeftators of the flaughter of his 
troops ; he complained to the marquis de Santa Cruz ; but 
""his application meeting onl^T with ridicule, he determined 
once more to exert his valour, and demonflrate that he 
could finifti hisbufincfs without their afliftance (A). A 
fecond time he returned to the charge ; both lides of the 
Dutch camp were attacked, and he forced a footing for 
his cavalry within tlic trenches. He fuftained the attack, 
from one till flvcn in the evening, the Spaniards all the 
while remaining fpe<ftat9rs of his extraordinary ef- 

forts of gallantry and conduft. The artillery, mulketry, 
gran ides, bombi., and carbines, continued an unremit- 
ting /lifcharge, and the clouds of fmoke obfeured the light, 
and made it impoffible for the combatants to diflinguifh 
each other. Prince JrLnry^ the dukes de Condale and 
Bouillon^ count 'John Maurice of Najfau^ and the French 
volunteers, op^Hiled thgir utmoft vigour to the fury of 
Pappenheiw^ who ucrfoip -d every duty of a foldier and 
grea*-^ general. Pcrce>vi i;2 his troops gave way, he ereiSled 
g-hhets beh.nd, an t jorced them in defpair to return to 
rernrn ti: the t.aclr- avoid a more ignominious death. 
T he gaiiifoii tindiug luch aftonifliingly brave eflbrts made 
for their rtlief, reu/lvcd to contribute their endeavours, and 
faljying out vigoroufly upon the quarteft, made a 

copfideiable diveifiLO, but were at 1 aft repul fed with lofs, 
after an obllinate t'ng*igement. The Germans were dis- 
couraged by the drfeat of the befieged. They had re- 
peatedly cofiie bacic to the charge, and were as often re- 
pulfcd. Now vhey were fatigued, exhaufted,,and lyoketi, 
while the Dutch poured in frelh to the attaeje, and relieved 
the troops that had fuffered. After one furious unfuccefs- 
ful attempt, Pappenheim retired in tolerable order, leaving 

(A) Nu^jille reports, that the ditch with German tarcales. 

Pappenfjufr defi 'ed that Wc mull cOnfefs this raillery 
the Spafr^ntdf alight march to appears too indelicate for aa 
his aifiilancc, rurquis an- oflicer of the itiarquis’s merit 
fwered, tha: the Ling had em- - and dijftih^idn, 
ployed 409,000 dollars to fill • ^ 

two 



joo S%e Hiftitry of tbit United Provinces, . 

twd titoufand ktlted on the field, and nine hulidred wound^ 
prtfoneis, among whom was lieutenant-general lAndlaif four 
colonels, and a great number of inferior officers, greatly 
chagr^nc^ (it his defeat, and the<condu£l of the Spaniards^ 
who regarded bis difappointment as a real vidlory gained 
by themfelvcs. 

Prince Henry finding himfelf difa igaged from fo formi* 
dable an opponent as the imperial general, and having no- 
thing to apprehend from the ppaniards^ who Teemed to lie 
encamped at a little difiance, only to give teftimony to his^ 
valiant exploits, his excellent condudt, and glorious tri- 
umph, puflied the fiegc with redoubled vigour. The Briitjh 
troops fprung a mine on the 20th of Auguji^ which defiroyed 
great part of the raveline ; the garrifon and burghers flew in 
crauds to the breach, where the baron ds Leda fought in 
perfon with amazing intrepidity, and after a bloody adfion 
drove the befiegers back tp their camp. Several women, 
mixed with the men, diftinguifhed themfelves, and ex- 
tremely galled the aflailants with their hand-grenades. 
Above 300 Britijh foldiers, and about 80 of the befieged, pe- 
riled ; feverai women likewife were flain and wounded. 
But this Tuccefs ferved only to protract the fiege \ it could 
pot determine the fate of the garrifon. The breach was- 
fiormed a fecond time, and carrief} fword^ In-hand ; which 
fo alarmed the burghers, chat in a body they befought the 
Maef- baron to fave their lives and efleiSts by a capitul/itioiu 
irichtyir- After ufing Tome fruitlefs arguments to perfuadc them to 
tendered, continue their defence a few days longer, he Tigned a capi- 
tulation, and obtained the moft honourable conditions ; 
ihofe r fpeSing the town differing but little from the terms 
granted td the magiftrates of Venlo and Ruremonde, Thus 
was the important city of Maejlricht^ in defpite of the ut- 
moft efforts of three armies, that of Spain^ under the mar- 
quis de Santa Cruz ; of the palatinate, commanded by Car-- 
doFua ; and the imperial army, led on by the brave and ex- 
perienced Pqppenheimi obliged to furrender. The fiates loft 
6000 men in the fiege $ but the importance and glory of 
the conquefi obliterated every other confideration, and made 
the redudion of Macjiricht be regarded as one of the 
mofi memorable events of a war abounding in battles and 
fieges f. 

H E N R T having beftowed the government ofJiAae- 
Jlricht on the duke de Bcuillon^ left a ftrong garrifon in the 
town ; and fecured from all attempts from the imperialifls 

' Vie de prince P« 94* 96* Ibid. p. 103, 104. 
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on the fide of the Rhine^ f-nt 70 large barks filled 
troops to the mouth of the Scheld^ to fpread terror aloijg the 
coafts of Flanders, Wiliam of Uaffau advanced flilce wife 
with 8000 men to Lillo and Sajflingen^ by which means the 
catholic prqvinces were befet by Tea and landlP Count 
Stirum was likewife dbtached to reduce the few remaining 
towns of Spanijh Giielderland^ moft of which fubmitted 
jathcf to the influence of the|Count de Berg than to the arms 
of the Hollanders. The archduchefs apprehended that the 
prince would next point his vengeance againfl: the few 
towns held by Spaniards in the duchy of Clleves. Unable 
to protect them with her own forces, Ihe wrote to Pappen^ 
beimy requefting he would claim them as imperial towns, or 
rather as places fequeflered in the hands of the emperor. 
Glad of an opportunity of extending the influence of the 
court o\ Vienna^ Pappenheim wr^te to the piince of Orange^ 
exhorting him to diflinguifh between the places in the 
duchy of Cleves^ under the prote&ion of the emperor, and 
thofe^held by Spain ; but Henry^ perceiving the artifice, re- 
turned for anfwer, that, provided his imperial majeflv would 
obferve an exa£t neutrality, and prevail on the Spaniards to 
withdraw their garrifons, he was ready to comply. 

While this iifFair wjs negotiating, prince Henry de- 
tached lieutenant-general Stakembroek and colonel Pinfen^ to 
iAvt{tJl,imburghj the capital of the duchy of that name. As 
the town was but indilFerently fortified, it fiirrendered 
upon the firft fummons. Stakembroek then penetrated to 
Namur^ and laid the whole furrounding country under 
contribution. Heavy contributions were likewife raifed in 
the territories of the duke of Newburgh and the eledfor of 
Cobgne, becaufe they had violated the neutrality, in aififling 
Pappenhem^ expedition to Maeftrichu In the month of 
Oelober, Orfoyy a town in the duchy of Cleves^ was furprifed 
by a Dutch party ; but the avarice of the foldieis, and their 
eagernefs after plunder, expofed them to the£nemy% and 
occafioncd the lofs of their conquefl. Th?y were attacked, 
and driven out of the town, by a detachment of the garrifori 
of Rhimberg^ William of NajfaUy however, focn after re- 
covered the place ; with which the campaign, fo glorious 
to the prince of Orange^ and advantageous to the republic, 
conchided. 
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30> The Hifioty of the United Provinces,’ 

, p S E C T. . IX. 

Contaifitttg proposals for a truce between, Spain eni 
Holland propoft lions concerning the re-hnion of 

the feventeen provinces ; the fege of Breda ; and a 
variety of other military operations, to the death of 
' ‘ the prince of Orange, and the treaty of Muntter. 
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C ONFOUNDED with the rapid conqiicfts cf 
prince Hetiry^ and the ^^rogrefs of the Dutch con- 
quers, the court of Brujfeh had no other rcfource than the 
renewal of their negotiations lor a truce with the ftates 
general. Neceflity rather^ than the love of peace dictated 
this meafure. The Spaniards were not yet fufficiently 
humbled to grant what the United Provinces required ; but 
they were forced to temporife, and gain a little refpste, by 
eftablifinng conferences, whofe foie objedt was to pro- 
craftinatc. It had been the policy of Philip 11. to fee 
negotiations on foot whenever he found his treafury ex- 
haufted, and his arms unfortunate, wihi no other view 
than to break them off as foon is the flota arrived from t^he 
Indies^ and he had recovered himfelf j this policy vwas imi- 
tated by his lucceflbrs. The archduchefs now difpatchcd 
a deputation to Macjlricht^ with propofals to the prince 
of Orange^ which he tranlmittcd and referred to the ftates 
general. ^ The ftates declared they could enter upon no 
conferences with the Spanijh miniftry ; but that they were 
willing to begin a negotiation with the catholic provinces, 
on condition they would detach themfelves from the Spani- 
ards. This propofal was accepted by the archduchefs, who 
accordingly fent the archbiftiop of Mechlin^ and the duke 
d'Arfihot^ eo the Hague, to' open the conferences. Seven 
other deputies from Brabant, Hainault, and Flanders, afiifted. 
T'hey were acknowledged as the ambafladors of the court* 
of Brujfeh by the ftates, and they declared they were comO 
entirely in the name pf the ftates of the catholic provinces* 
As the ftates general were bound by the treaties 
France and Sweden, to enter upon no negotiations without 
the confent and participation of their allies, they drew up 
a fcheme of preliminaries fo unreafonable, that the deputies 
declared it exceeded their inftruftions to give any anfwer. 
It is, however, fuppofed, that had the propofals been more 
favourable, they mu(t have mude*^ the fame declaration : 

this 
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this at lead is aflerted by writers *. Upon this thfc ■> 

dieputies returned with more ample powers ; and the prince 
of Ora»g{i unwilling to diverted from his ope- 

rations by conferences, the fruitlefs iffue of which he fore- 
faw, marched at the head of his army, and laid fitge to 
Rhhnherg. 'This tovQp* ftanding upon the Rlnne^ between 
fFeJfel and Orfoy^ was regarded as a place of great import- 
ance to the Hollanders. It comnianded the whole naviga- 
tion and commerce of the was a key to the Spaniards 

into FriJeLmd^ and enabled them to levy contributions in the 
Dutch territories on the hither fide the Rhine. This import- Rhimberg 
ant town the prince of Orange invefted on the nth day taken by 
t)f May^ pitching his head-quarters towards the fcuth-fidc. the prince 
Diejdorff^ an officer of reputation, commanded in the town, ^Ora*ngq. 
having under him a garrifon of 20po men. He defended 
himfelf with fo much judgment, thke notvvithftanding the 
prince carried on his approaches with the utpioft vigour, 
only nine foldiers of the garrifon were killed at the end of 
the month, but the fortifications were confiderably damaged. 

His fpirits were kept up by the profpe^t of relief from Mon-- 
cada^ who was marching to his affiftance with an army of 
20,000 men ; hopes that were foon cut ofF by the judicious 
meafures of priiice Henr^^ who detached a body of horfe 
and foot to oppofe the enqmy) to cut off their convoys, and 
hairrafs them in ^ their march. The duke de Bouillon and 
colon^ Pinfen commanded this detachment, and cffedfually 
executed their commiflion ; Moncada was unable to advance, 
and Diefdorffi deftitute' of all refource and expe6l.>tion of 
relief, his ganifon fatigued, and his provifion and ammuni- 
tion confumed, furrendered the town upon obtsfinin^ the 
honours of war, and certain favourable conditions for the 
inhabitants. 

The reduflion of Rhtmherg was the moft important fer- 
vice that cwild have been performed, relative to the pro- 
vinces of Frifelan4 and Groningen^ v/ho were obliged, , while 
this place remained in the hands of the Spaniards^ to main- 
,, tain large garrilbns at a vaft expence. It procured, Hkewife, 
another advantage to the United Provinces^ by diminifhing 
the duties upon all merchandife going up or down the river. 

In a word, the place was deemed of fudi confequence by 
thij court of Bruffilsj that Diefdorff was fent prifoncr to the ' 
citadel of Antwerp^ and afterwards cafhicred, for not having 
defended himfelf to the I aft extremity. Henrfs expedition 
to C/^idimini(hed<greatly the public expsflacion from the 

* Le Clerc^ t(^* ii. p. 174. 
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’^be Bftory if. /Ar'IJnited ProJlnees, ‘ 
^nferencfs, which ftill were purfued. Though the 
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a his defigns. The country was delHtutc of forage th^ 
lands were overflowed, ficknefs appeared in the almv’ h 
peafants deferted th( ir habitations to avni A • ^ 

dil^iButed fits troops in winter- quarters. * 
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fie relfflSarked hii troops, and fell fuddenly ujSon 
iforc Pbth^tne^ near Sas de Gani^ where he tound abundance 
of aminuniCiun, p Ovifion, ^aiid feveral pieces of dfeputihil 
C^na^n. To the tortihcations of this place he made vatt 
addition;^, ^lengthening the Loun^^er^carp) in particular, with 
feven |;reat baifions, anOa vartety of out-Works, that ren- 
dered icalmof); impicgnabic, and formed a convenient inlet 
^ the H llip'iirs iniO Flandetu While he was thus em*- 
^oved, his other cOnqueft was lOft, owing to the mifcondudt 
ana cowardice of the gartlfon. They furrendered after a 
faint refinance, and upon their return to Holland were 
broke, and rendered incapable of farther fervicc. Some ol^ 
the ofScers were ban died, and the name of Cut Head was 
given to the fort, b cauie it proved fatal to a variety of go- 
vernors, iipatnjh and DuUhy who loft their heads for not 
dehndijig it with moie vigour and obftinacv. The Spant^ 
ards per eiving the effedts of lofing fort Philippine^ that, in-* 
ftead of la) Ing wafte the terntone« of the ftates, as ufual^ 
th"ir own domimons were now fubjcdlcd to contributions 
to the Very gates* of Ghent^ exerted their urmoft endeavours 
once more to gam poflcilidn of a pi tee fo Important, Ths 
governor of Jitwcfp made draughts fiom his own and the 
neighbouiing gairiibns , C^Juhna joined him With s body of 
ca ally, and Gonzales with** fcviral companies of infantry^ 
In *a flmrt time fuch a force was ailembicd, as extremely 
prcflld William de Najfau^ and obliged him to apply for a 
ConfiJcrable rcinforcertient. However, by a ftratagem, he 
to’-ced the enemy to drop their defign of attacking him, af 
retaking fore Philippine^ and of returning the infults they 
had lately fuftained. Ordering fevcral boats, with %. trum- 
peter in each, to laiid in the niffhr, founding their warlike 
inftrumentb, he perfuaded the enemy that a ftrong reinforce- 
ment was arrived, and obliged them to decamp with great 
precipitation, leaving bch nd thcit* baggage, provifions, the 
utenfiK br mght for carrying on the luge, and fevgral piques 
of artillery. 

• With this tranfaiiion the Campaign ended, upon 
V hich the negotiations for a truce were agiin refuined* 
The conferences at the Hague had been Interrupted by hbf- 
tilities committed in the field, and by a variety of difficulcies 
ftartdS by the Holtandets^ but hot wholly broke off, for 
foine or the deputies conftantly refided in Holland^ while 
others went to BiuJJJs for farther inftruw^ions. It was the 
intention of the court of Spdtn and the ftates general bosh 
to amufe , the archduchefs alone was fenous in her enuea- 
vours to reftore tranquilliw iDd the blcffint»s of lepofe t4> the 
Mod Hisr. Vol, XKXL X 
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JtfilberbfnJs* PoffiUy ihe might .1iave effe£&d 
bad ihe not been curbed* traverled* and difaj^tliolhl^ 
the"in^i0ues of Olivartz and thc^SpaniJh miniftry* who^^re 
too weak to execute their defigns uppn the Uniud Pf^^iices^ 
and too proud to grant them peace on the only co^iu^dha 
they were refolved to bccepu Hebwire conduct (jltoic all 
^e meafures concerted by the Hollanders for procuring the 
reunion of the Seventeen Provinces^ upon fucn a footing as 
would entirely exclude the Spamards, The count de Perfl^* 
dtfertion firft fuggefled the idea of this reunion* to which 

f reat numbers of the Fiemijh nobility feemed weir-dilpofed. 
ndeed the people in general were not averfe to the fcheme of 
a new republic* under the fame laws and government* ex- 
cept in matters of religion* where perfbdl liberty of con- 
fcience fhould be tolerated. The deiign was noble* but it 
was too vaft for practice f fo many perfons were interefted » 
to oppofe it, that it was impoffible it fhould ever be carried 
into execution. The archduchefs was to be maintained in 
all her dignity and authority during her life* out of refpedii; 
CO her wifdom* and that general efteem which hCr fweet 
and ' amiable difpofition attraAed ; but unfortunately fhe 
could not accept the offer* without betraying the confidence 
repofed in her by the court of Madrid, Some writers 
aferibe the ruin of the pcrje$ to the duke d'Arfehoty who 
betrayed the negotiation between the FUmiJh nobility and 
the count de Berg. The fiates general perceived* that it 
was not with the court of BruJJels they had to treat, but 
with that of Madrid \ they altered their tone, fpoke a differ- 
ent language, feemed more indifferent about the truce* but* 
however, did not pofitively refufe to liffen to the propofals* 
with which the deputies returned to the Hague. Cardinal 
Rieblieu now interpofed, and omitted nothing to keep open 
the breach between Spain and the United Provmcesy fo necef- 
fary to the defigns he bad formed. With this view he fent 
thp baroq de Charnejfe to the Hague^ who acquitted himfelf 
Vegotta^ with fo much addrefs, promifed fo largely, and flattered the 
Hons for a fuch agreeable profpeds* that they precipitately 

truce broke j^^okc off the conferences* and intimated to the deputies tfc 
neceflity of their immediate departure 
It muff be confefled that this meafure was by no means 
agreeable to. the majority of the people, who asdendy 
wiffaed for a folid pacification* whereby they m^hc be at 
full liberty to give their whole attention to commerce ; 
but the Hates of Zealand^ and the prince pf Orange^ in par** 

« NvvxLLa* toai.ii. p. tj. 
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,Vb warmly into the intereib of th^ Prffujk 
and reprefented fo ftrongty the utility of con-^ 
tiQUing the war» that the ftates general declared in ^eir 
favour^ m.defoite>}f all th^ remcnftfances made \9f ffolland 
Ftifihtnd^ the moll concerned of all the provinces 
to bnpig about a refpite of the enormous exp^ces of fup- 
poiting large fleets, ariflies, and numerous garrifonstf Char^ 
nejji furmounted thefe difiicurtiea by the gold which he pro* 
mifed to Ihower down from Pranie^ and the powerful diver- 
sion the king’s troops would make, by an irruption into 
h^rrain and Atfaee. The ftates relied On the elFefis of thefe 
promifes, the people were brought into good-humour, and 
all coincided in^ the refolution to profecute the Wat with 
inch vigour as (hould compel Spain to fue for peace, upon 
fuch terms as Prana and the republic Qiould think fit to 
prefcribe. This determination was fcarce formed, when 
the Netherlands were deprived o^their mail excellent prin- 
cefs Ifabella-Clara-Eugenia^ archduchefs Auftria^ infiinta 
of Spain^ daughter to Philip II 4 of Spain^ grand-daughter 
of Henry II. of Prame^ and ftill greater by her extraordi-^ 
nary merit, than her elevated birth and connedlions. She 
died at Bruffils^ on the firft day of September^ lamented by 
all degrees of men, and equally efteemed by the Spaniards^ 
Flemings^ and Dutfh^ &r her prudence, moderation, huma- 
nity, piety, and every other qffkiity which could adorn her 
fe^ an^ refledi; luftre upon her high dignity. To a capa^^ 
city and courage altogether mafcuiine, ihe joined the loft- 
nels, the tendernefs, and amiable delicacy of the female | 
but it was her truly moral and rational piety that, of all her 
qualities, Ihone with the brighteft radiance *, in her religion, 
even the Hollanders^ the enemies of her faith ana perfon. 
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believed Ihe was fincere ; though the catholics blamed that 
moderation, which (he recommended, and always obferved, 
in regard to the reformed religion 

The death of IJabella was an irrecoverable lofs to Spain | 
it furniflied an opportunity of diiplaying thofe ideal ftrokes 
of policy which feldom fucceed, on account of their ex^ 
ceffive refinement. We have fccn Philip the Second’s views 
in marrying the princefs to the cardinal archduke, brother 
So the emperor PJsodolpb, The Netherlands and Pramhe 
Comte were her dowry ; and the contraft of marriage ftipii- 
latjedll .^at the elder male iffiie Ihould fucceed, and in cafe 
of failure of fuch ilTue, the oldeft of the female line ; but 
that- the provinces on ho account ihould be divided or 


^ Idem, ibid* 
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alienated. Now the whole feheme of Philfp wai fruftrated^' 
and the Netherlands again reverted to the Spanifi monarchy, 
i^itjjtout producing any of the efFcfls propofed. Among the' 
papeis^iif the cabinet of the *archiiuchcis was found a 
commiffion, figncd in 1630^ appointing the archbiihwp of 
Mechlin^ and the duke d'Arfehot^ don Cat lo Cohnna^ and the 
marquis d'AyeUne^ regents, (furing Ae abfcnce of Perdinund 
of Anjh'ia^ brother to the catholic king, dellincd to luccced 
the archduchefs, not in the property, but the government of 
the Netherlands. The death of fome, the abfence of others, 
and the contempt into which the duke d^Arfehot was fallen, fo 
changed the regency, that the whole management devolved 
on the marquis a Ayetone. As the cardinaf infant was deeply 
engaged in Germany^ a new commi/non was gtanted to the 
marquis, conftituiing him governor of the provirrccs, and cap- 
tain-general of all the forces adding in the Netherlands^ 

ffHc. began his governments with feizing upon the perlbns of 
th mar- the nobility fufpedied of holding any coirefpondence with 
quts count Henry de Berg^ and* the dates general of the United 
d’Aye- Provinces. The prince de Baihanpen was committed pri- 
tone, tie foner to the citadel of Antwerp 'y the duke de BourmuvtlUy 
at'w go- called likewife count HcnntVy and the prince d'Efpimiy 
cf thtmfclves in France : an attempt was made to feize 

the-laads divers other noblemen 5 tut ♦hey^had notice of the 

ixaa 5. Qf (|;,g governor,*and made their efcape. Some 

however were carried prifbners 10 Antwerp^ while others 
took refuge in the United Pro-Oinces and Brabant^ with the 
counts de Berg and Warfuje. As to the duke d^Arfehoty he 
fell under forpicion, and was detained prifoner at the court 
of Madpid'. Sentence of death was pronounced againft th® 
count de Berg, which greatly alarmed all the FlemiJlj jiobi*- 
.dity, who had any way connived at his defeition. The 
confternation became fo general, that, dreading a revolt 
and an immediate infurreiSiion, the marquis found 
himfelf obliged to quiet the fears of the people, by publilh- 
ing«an amoefty of all that pafTcd before the 16th of April! 
He faw the confequenccs of the rigorous treatment ol the 
duke of Aha., and that iron feourge which he held over th^ 
Flemings % a conduA to which may juftly be attributed the 
\ok of Seven United'PravinceSy and the union that took 
place at Utrecht. 

Next he vifited the coafts of Flandersy reinforce} the 
garrift-ns of the frontier towns, built fcveral forts, to re- 
itrain the incurfions of the Hollander Sy and concluded i 
treaty, on thcizth of Mayy with Gajion de France^ duke of 
Orleans y and brother to Lewis XI { 1 * in the name of his 
. > c 4: catholic 



hr Rtpublic*of Holland. 309 

Catholic majkRy ’ \ whereby the duke engaged to declare war • 
againft the ttench monarch. This treaty was opposed to 
the new alliance formed between the king and thc^ryublic, 
by which the king liipulated to augment his forces in the 
fervice of the ftates, to pay two mtlliohs yearly, and to de- 
jclare war againft the Spairiy ftiould he attack the 

Xfmted Provinces. Alter, his negotiation with the duke of 
Orleans^ the marquis d^Ayetone ordered his army to to- 
» wards the Meufe^ leaving the counts de Fontaine and Fcria^ 
governors of Bruges and Antivirp^ ^ to oppole Jf'lUiam de 
NaffeftiS defigns upon Flanders ; to efreft which tiiey had a 
corps of 6000 foot, befi.ies a confiderable body of cavalry. 
Immediately the duke de Lcrma and the marquis de Leda 
were detached to lay fiege to Argentau^ a place of ftrength 
and importance, fituated between Maeftricht and Liegc^t and 
founded upon a rock waihed by the waters of the Meuft\ 
Nbtwithftanding its great ftrength, Argentau furrendered 
after the exchange of a /ew (hot; the garrilbn, conlifting 
of 25 foldicrs, not chufing to wait for the expefted fuccours 
from the prince of Orange. The governor, v/ho was fon to 
Junius the prince’s fecretary, was committed prifoncr to 
Alaeftricht^ by order of the ftates ; but the chief blame fell 
on the prince of Q^^ange^ juftly cenfured for leaving a for- 
trefs fb important in a coru^tit^ fo defencelcfs. 

From Argentau the Spaniards marched to Limlur^hy a 
city of Vhich they made fure, in confequence of a Iccrct 
treaty with the governor. He had agreed to admit the 
enemy upon receiving 30,000 pifloles ; but his,treachcrou$ 
defigrt was difeovered, and fruftrated by the lieutenant- 
governor, who obliged him to take refuge among fhe Spa^ 
niards. The difappointment did not binder the marquis Macf- 
from inverting Maeftricht in the month of This 

alarmed the prince of Orange^ who had hitherto been fe- 
duced into a ftatc of inaSivity, by the negotiations carried 
on by the ftates with the French king, the Swedijh gueen,^the 
German proteftanfts, the duke of Newburgh^ and the male- 
^ntents in Flanders. Now he advanced to the frontiers of 
ISrabant and Guelderlandy in liich a manner as to penetrate 
into either, as cii'cumftances might require. The duke 
de Bouillon^ governor of Maeftricht^ apprehending that 
d^Ayeione formed defigns upon that city, threw himfelf with 
4000 iflen into the place, aiid made fo furious a Tally on 
the beficgcrs, that they were conftrained to convert the 
fiege into a blockade. Upon receiving a ftrong reinforce,- 
menf, the marquis again began to mnke his approaches. 

He battered the town with the utoioft fury ^ but all his ef- 

X*3* forts 
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• forts gave no inquietude to the prince of Orangt^ who relied 
' upon the courage of the garrifon, and the intrepidhy and 
fleilf off tke duke it Bouillon. Pirfefily fecure in this well- 
repofed confidence, Htnry did not quit the Hagut before 
the month of Augup contenting himfelf with fufliciently 
reinforcing the carrifons oP RunitoTide and Vtnlo^ Now 
indeed he refolved to inveft Breda; rather to make a diver- 
fiqn in favour of Maeftrichu than with hopes of fucceedin^ 
in the redu£);ion of (o well ^garrifoned and llrong a city*. 
|c anlwered, his expectation: he had foarce begun to work 
upon the trenches, when AAyeione raifed the fiege of 
arid marched with all his forces to Breda^ upon 
which the prince retired on the 8th of September^ leading 
his army in good order along the Meufe^ and clofing 
the campaign with this tranfadtion. 

Though the marquis d*Ayetone had been fairly over- 
reached by Henryks feint upon Breduy yet he aflumed the airs 
of a conqueror^ and entered the place in triumph, as if he 
had defeated the enemy, and delivered the city from the 
preflure of a clofe fiege. This policy was neceffary to 
quiet the minds of the people, whp murmured at the 
cxpences fruitlefsly bellowed on the fiege of MaeftrUbt. It 
pnfwered AAyotone^% purpofe, tbe muitPiude being amufed 
and dazzled with the public^'irejoicings, and bonfires kindled 
jn Bredoy to celebrate an imaginary viftory. Henxf% J>ru- 
dence had cut off all pofiibility of gaining any real advan- 
tage, the garrifons being all put in a Hate of defence, 
and the troops fo judicioufly cantoned, as effedually to 
cover the whole frontier. This fecurity of the provinces 
was matter of great chagrin to Ayetoncy who hoped to fig- 
. xialiie his government by fome very important blow ; and 
his uneafinefs was aughiented by the motions of the French 
army, under the marlbal de la Forcey on the fide of Luxem^ 
iur^. The duke of Orleans likewife broke his engage- 
ments with the court of Spaing and was reconcile to 
the king his brother. AU thefe circumftances involved the 
court of Brujfels in the utmoft cohfufion, when the cardinal 
rW/- infant Albert arrived, to take upon him the government, 
ft^infani tp difpci by his prefence the gloom that overfpread the face 
of affairs. At be was received as a conqueror, with 
all the pomp, magnificence, and honours, formerly ibewh 
Iftcr anal,, Charles V. and Philip 11. Ir was immediately publiflied^ 
that he meditated nothing lefs than the reunion of the fe- 
yeptgen 'provinces under bis government, and^hegrqateft 

• Novxlle, toxn^ ii.«ibld. 
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bopef were eaiertained from a prince knowii to be of a 
wmlikedifpo&ion^ and confeflTcd by all to pofiefs the talents 
of a found politician* 

The cardinars arrivaMannounced to the fla(e%g^eral 
the neceffity of keeping ftri£i; watch, and putting their 
troops and garrifons into the heft pofture. They beheld 
with difquiec and jeakiufy the cbmpliments that were paid 
to the cardinal by the neighbouring Hates and princes; 
efpecially the king of England^ and the eleclor of Cologne^ 
who were the earliefl in their congratulations. It was 
alfo matter of great oflFence that the duke of Newburgh^ 
with whom they had lately been upon terms of friendlhip, 
fliould not be fatisfied with meeting the cardinal upon his 
way, but muft eicort him with a numerous train to Brujfels. 

Their refentment, however, againft this prince was foon 
turned to cotnpaffion, when they faw his territories defo- A. D. 
lated, on the one hand, by thcjduke of Lunenburgh^ as the 1635. 
ally of Sweden^ and on the other, by the imperial general 
count Manfueldu It was for this reafon they fent him a 
deputation, exhorting him to continue firm in his neutrality, 
promifing, in that caie, to aJord him all poffible proteiHbn. 

This extraordinary change at the court of Brujfels deter- 
mined the Hates to fend an embafly to the court of France^ Feb. 8* 
preffing the execittbn of^he late treaty, and exhorting the An offen- 
king to declare war agaiiklTtie Spaniards^ The confequencc 
i^as, she renewal of the fame treaty, with this addition, 
that an offenfive alliance was now contrafted between the 
khig and the republic, from which the Hates cxpeftcd no- 
thing Icfs than the entire conqueH of the Spanijh Nether- - 

lands. A^fcbeme of partition was a£bually drawn up, 
whereby the towns were to preferve their priviteges, and 
the people their religion. The duchy of Luxemhurgh^ the 
earldoms of Namur, Hainault^ Courtra^, Artois, and Flati- 
ders, as far as Blaiemberg, Damme, and Rupplemonde, were 
adigne 4 to France ; while Brabant, Guelderland, the territory 
of ^aes, the lordHiip of Mechlin, and all the rcH of Z&a- 
ders, (hould be annexed to the republic. We have* fince 
that period feen other equally unjuH and unHiccefsful 
partitions of the Spawfo monarchy, in which France and 
Holland were to have been principal fliarers. Providence, 
however, did not wholly abandon the Spaniards, or fufFer 
the ginbitious, iniquitous defigns of their enemies to take 
efFefi;. The vaH projeAs and fanguine hopes of the allies 
were dtfappointed, chiefly by their own blunders, and by 
the jealoufy which the Hinders jcntertained of the grow- 
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Ijig power of France^ and the vicinage 
monarch as Lewis, I'h. prince of Orafige Ifkewife ' was” 
gre^it^ly inftrumcntal in defearing the intentjo.! of the 
Jeaguc. ^ He cou)d never forgiv? cardinal Ruhlieu the aN 
tempt made on the principfi.ity of Orange j and he iought hia 
revenge by embracing every occafion to mortify that :.aughty 
prelate, and crafry min fter. d® ‘ , , 

L E Jy I S XIII. now wanted a fpecious pretence for 
coming to a rupture with the court of Sp^iin^ and declaring ^ 
war againft the cardinal governor of the Netherlands^ a« the 
firlt Ib*p towards the execution of the treaty with Holland, 
The feizure of Triersy and the unjiift detention of the 
elc<^.tor, k*nt prifnne» to BraJJlh,, and thence to Vienna^ af^ 
forded the opporfurity he wiihed ^ The elcflor was under 
his proteftion ; he demanded his releafe ; and not obtaining 
it, he foiemnly denounced war, by the mouth of a herald 
fent to Bruffels. It was *concerted, that the prince of 
Orange fliouid enter Brabant with his forces, while z French 
^rmy, of 20,000 foot and 70 CO horfe, advanced to the 
frontiers of that province, to efFcdl a junction j the com- 
bined army to be commanded in chief by the prince of 
Orange, It was the bufinefs of . the cardinal infant to pre- 
vent this union: he accordingly detached prince 
w.tn the counts Btirgoi and Femay to' |:ive battle to thp 
French, On the 20th of A'^y title two armies met near the 
y^i&tfSpa- village of cTAveinm LuxembUrgh. An engagement enfued, * 
niards de- and the Spaniards were totally defeated, after an ohftinate 
feated, engagement that continued for five hours, and was futtaifted 
with aftoniOiing intrepidity. Thpy left 4000 dead upon 
the ficld^ 800 prifonefs w^ere t.tken, and I'everal pieces of 
cannon, with ftandards, colours, and other military tro- 
.phies. The conqueror? advanced to Maejirichty to join the 
prince of Orangey who lamented that he was deprived of 
a Ihare in this glbrious victory, and complained to the fieur 
^ Pontisy that the marefhals de Bre%} and Chatilhn (bould 
have^prefumed to give battle without the orders of the ge- 
neraliffimo ?. This is the infinuation of French writers ; 

find not the leaft blame throwln upon the marefhals in* 
the prince’s own relation of his campaigns ; and it is certain 
. he received them with great civility, and bellowed the 
higbeft encomiums pn their valour, when they met * 
^aejirichu It mull, however, be CQnfefled that iiQ great 

^ Mem. de prince Henry, p. 199. Nuviij.e, fom, ii. lib, 
yiii» cap. 3. f Idem ibief. 
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batHf^ony fubfifted, though this arofe from motivjts more 
worthy of the prince of Ormge : they related chiefly to his 
country; he fecined to pehcti ate into futurity, and clearly 
to prcdi(^ ad tne confeqiitnces of fuftering the i^ing 

to eibib.iCi a footing in the Netherlandi. 

. Wh«n the armies of France and Holland were united be- 
f ;rc MaeJhUht^ they ^Itcecdcd 50,000 men, commanded by 
the beft uflictrs in ii'«rcj>^,*and generals who had drawn their 
firft breath in the camp, and been nuifed in the arms o\' Bel* 
hna. Such an armament was fufHcient to fwallow up the 
^pan Jh Netherlands^ already under the utmoft conlicrnation, 
from the defeat at d*Avetn. Henry paiTed the Meufe above 
and ht\ow Maejlrichty on the ilt of Junc^ and penetrated into 
Brabant^ accompanied with a tram compofed of 150 pieces 
of cannon. The cardinal infant was cncimped zt Dcmer^ 
having fecured all the paffes in the beft method he could* by 
throwing up entrenchments, biplding redoubts, and cutting 
down gicat trees ; but on the approach of the allies he was 
forced to retire with precipitation, to difert all his works, 
and leave a free paflage. In confequence St* Troriy Landen^ Tdlcroont 
Hallemy and icvcral inconfidcrable places fell into their bands ; taien by 
and Tillemonty becaufe the governor and garrifon wereintre- //^^Daichi 
pid enough to rcfift, experienced all the horrors which the 
brutal incenfed ibWiers Qould device. It was fummoned on 
the 8th of Juncy and FramlJ^de BnrgoSy with a gnrrifon of 
fioo^en^ replied, that he would endeavour to merit the 
prince's efteem by his conduct. He made the moft vigo- 
rous defence, but the town was at latt forced by efcalade, 
the houfes pillaged, the chuiches deftroyed, and the priefls 
murdered; a barbarity which is entirely attributed to the 
Hollander Sy and even to the prince of Orangey w^o did not 
take fufHcient precautions to reftrain the fury of the foldiers., 

7 'he French allcdge, that the few who efcaped owed their 
fafety to a guard placed over them by the marefchal Breze ; 

^ but the cruelty here charged upon the prince of Orangt 
Teems to be fully refuted by all his former coi)du( 5 t, whi<^ 
breathed nothing but humanity, and the mpft genergus feel* 
ings for the unfortunate? K 

On the loth of June the two armies fep^rated, the prince 
J of Orange taking the route of Brujplsy where |thc cardinal in- 
fant cfxpeifed the fuccours whicn Piccohmini was bringing 
and the French directing their march towards 
Diejty which furrendered at the firft fummons. They after- 
wards joined Louvain andi?ri^/r, and now thft 

NyvTLLE, tom. ii. 8. cap. 6, 
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jieadoufy hcewixc th» prince and thd^e^&fnafefchals which^ 
fa^ the Fnncb writers, had its origth in the vidoi^ at FA* 
Viiffy became more open and declared. Debates took piiii^ 
of adliorf, Ind inftead of profiting t»y tbe enemies confterna^ 
tion, and befieging Louvain at the tim^ propofed, feveral days 
were confudied in fruitleft altercation, and the provifion 
necefTary for the execution of the defi^jn was exhaufied. The 
garrifon had time to repair the fortifications, and the cardi- 
nal to throw in a reinforcement of 500C foot and 200 horfe. 
He entered the town in peffon, refplving to defend it to the 
laft extremity s and to draw him to Brujils^ the prince of 
Orange moved towards that capital, as if he intended to be- 
Tke allies ficgc it, which efFc^lually anfwered his purpofe. The cardi- 
bejiege^ nal, terrified for the feat of the wealth, the archives, and ot 
liOavain. all that ^as valuable in the. Netherlands^ flew to Brujfeh^ 
leaving 2000 men in Lotojain under the condu6t of the 
baron Groobendenck^ and the allies made a fudden turning, 
fat down before Louvain’^ and broke ground on the 25th 
of June, By next day their batteries played vigoroufly on 
diiterent quarters of the town, and all thegenetals feemed 
unanimous that the governor would make but a ihort de- 
fence. He had however, fince the reduftion of Tillemontj 
been preparing for a fiege, and had amafled greaC^itore of 
ammunition and provifion. . Xbe*fotc ot^that place deter- 
mined him upon making tlie fnoft obftinate refiftance; 
and his views were feconded bya brave veteran garrifen, ac- * 
cuflomed to all the hardfbips and fatigues of a fiege, who 
were admired bv Henry himfelf for the intrepidity exerted at 
Boijledut ztii*Maeftrichu The (kill and courage of the gar- 
rifon, joined to a certain languor and inadlivity in the allies, 
protradled the fiege. Henrj is accufed of an intention to 
tyxiTiXht French army. Provifions grew Ihort in the camp; 
feveral parties of foragers returned without being able 
to findgrafs or corn for their horfes, whole convoys came back 
empty, or were interrupted by the enemy ; dilTenfions arofe, 
the French fliurmured, and foon complained openly that they 
were betrayed ; difeafe fwept off great numbers of the troops, 
Piccolomini was advancing to give battle with a fine ai'my, * 
and the refulc was the breaking up of a fiege, which gave 
the firft turn td the fortune of the allies, and laid the foun- 
'dation of numberlefs difappointments. The armies tfov{ fe- 
parated, and the Dutch went to Brabant^ where th^found 
abundance of refreihment; while the French unhappily 
quartered in the neighbourhood of Furemmde^ in which no- 
thing but hunger, difeafe, and accumulated inisfortunes of- 
fered. Above 6000 men died in the fpace of % few weeks, 
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imd the camp was ifi lb wretched a fituation that it rather 
jrefembted a hoTpital than the army of a powerful monarch 
■fent to extend his conqutfts^ ^ ^ ^ • 

Al,R£a1>y the enemy^j affairs began to affum^ a more 
benign afped. Hitherto toothing but ruin and difgrace had 
iucceeded the deathy^f the archduchefs ; but the want of 
harmony in the confederate army afforded the cardinal the 
faireft opportunity and the happieft profpeds. One army 
was npw wholly deftroyed by ficknefs, and the other was 
too weak to face the powerful forces drawn from (zrr* 
joined to the army already formed in the Uetherlands^ 
compofed of Spaniards^ and the beft troops of the pro- 
vinces. The reduAion of the ftrong fortrefs of Schtnek was g - 
the firft fruits of this favourable change in the cardinal’s niard*^ * 
htuation. Adolphus sTEmhohj a lieutenant-colonef of the furprife 
Walloon guards, formed a fcheme to furprife the garrifon,^^/ 
and fucceeded by dint of vigilance, addrefs, and intrepidity. Schenck, 
He was rewarded with the government of the fort, a gold ^hich is 
chain prefented by the cardinal’s own hands, and a prefent retaken fy 
of 50,000 livres. The ftates-general regarded fort Schenck tlJe Dutch 
as the key of the United Provinces 5 they were alarmed at ^ 
the lofs of a place fo important, and immediately fent in- tiiousjiegi^^ 
ftrufiions to the^^princ^of Orange to ufe bis utmoft art in 
recovering it. He obeyitd^Jige mandate, and thereby left all 
liis qpnquells a prey to the enemy, who were at liberty now 
to purfue every method to obflrud the return of the allies. 

To fucCeed in the recovery of fort Schenck^ it was thought 
neceffary to reunite the French and Dutch arpnics. Accord- 
ingly the prince of Orenige pitched his quarters on the fide of 
Betauj while the marefchals Br^e and Chatillon encamped 
towards Emmerich and Cleves ; however the neceffary preli- 
minaries for conducing the fiege could not be got ready be- 
fore the month of Auguft. To Ihorten matters, and abridge 
the expedition, prince Henry formed a plan to furprife the 
garrifon; but the vigilance of the governor baffled the at- 
tempt, and obliged him to recur to the firft fefieme of opera- 
tions. It was fettled that Dutch Ihould carry on the 
approaches, while the French ihould cover the fiege, and 
(^pofe the enemy’s fuccouring the garrifon. This they per- 
formed with great intrepidity, obliging the cardinal after a 
ihaj^aAipn to retire, notwithftanding their numbers were 
greatly diminiihed, and the army in general in a wretched 


^ Mem, de prince Henry, p. aoi. 
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condition (A), owing chiefly to the excAlive heat an4 
drowthof the fWmme^<-feafon, ‘and the deluges of rain that 
poured down for the whole autimin. So miferable indeed 
was thei? iltuation, that the mareTchals were forced to lead 
back the po('r remains cf the army France ^ while the 
piinceof Orange continued the fiege with invincible perfe- 
vcrance, and in defpite of all the rigdurs of a fevere winter. 
The Spaniards were no lefs obftinate, m the defence of 
Schenck^ they exerted their utmoft diligence to throw in fuc- 
cours, and thepiince was equally vigilant to prevent them, 
and force the brave garrifon to fuhmiffion. At Lft the Hol- 
landers took the caftle of Billand by afiault ; they ruined all 
the outw<jrks of the beGcged, except the halfmooti, which 
was defended with incredible intrepidity; the intrepid 
Emholl was flain by a niuflcet bullet; all communication bo- 
tween the fort and the Spanijh territories was cut off, the 
garrifon was greatly reduceckand difpirited by the death of 
their leader, and every thing drawing to a crills fav. curable 
to the bcfieged, when the cardinal determined to fend baron 


(A) The pi^ure drawn of this 
army by Nu*viUs is extremely 
affeiling. After the battle of 
d^A'vein it was augmented to 
40»coo men, all well cloathed, 

* vigorous, and eager for aflion : 
now, fays he, by the artifices of 
the prince of Orange^ it was re- 
duced to a third ot the nuinber, 
nakedly flarving, and covered 
with foreso or emaciated by 
coughs and confumptions. Un* 
der pretence of feeling for their 
misfortunes, the prince afligned 
them quarters in Holland’^ but 
fuch as completed their misfor- 
■ tunes. ^ Even jthc officers were 
forced to fell their cloaths for 
bread, and to beg their way 
back to France ; infomuch that 
cardinal Richlieuy incenfed at 
. Henr/s treachery, would have 
declared immediate war againft 
the flates- genera], if he had not 
been deterred by the circuni- 
flances of the court, and other 
weighty coniiderations. But 
M* Nfiville equally difplays his 


rrofs partial! »y and ignorance. 
The mortality in the French 
army arofe foltly from the nature 
of ibe clinflfdj which later cx- 
■perknee has fully demorftrated 
will ever prove fatal to French 
foldiers. Scarcity of provifion 
and bad cloatbing likewife con- 
tributed ; but this proceeded not 
from the treachery of Henry ^ but 
the poverty of the French court, 
unable to remit the Turns necef- 
fary for fupporting fo numerous 
an army. This much we 
thought neceflary in vindication 
of a prince vilely traduced, on- 
ly becaufe he firfl penetrated the 
ambitious views of France^ and 
predidted the confequence of 
giving them a footing ki the 
Netherlands^ It is certain he 
oppofed the late treaty, it is al-^ 
lowed he detefled RichUeH ; bRut 
it does not appear from any au- 
thentic proofs that he adheld con- 
trairy to the duty of a great 
commander. 
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Groobendenck^ who n^d fo fucccfsfully defended Louminy to 
fucceed Emholt in the government. The prince of Qrange 
attended the bufinefs of the ftates at the Hague^ leaving the 
condudl^of the fiege to of Najfuuy whoa p^irformed 
alL that could beexpedled from courage combined with con- 


duft, and ardor tempered by prudence and judgment. He 
took his mcafurcs lo^’cll, that he greatly augmented his 
army, and obliged prih'ce Thomas^ detached with a ilrong 
body of forces to raife the‘^fiege at the hazard of a battle, to 
remain a tame fpetSlator of his fuccefsfiil operations, giving 
a general aifault, and becoming mader of a place which 
coft fo much blood and treafurc, without granting a capitu- 
lation to the garrifon He concluded the campaign with 
Ibme other advantages obtained in the territory of CleveSy 
all of which however were infufHcient to ballance the con- 


fcquences of the retreat of the' French army, and the number 
gf foidiers loft by keeping the^ield for almoft a whole ri- 


go^-ous winter. 

The remainder of this year pa ffed in mutual expeditions 
into each other’s territories, which produced nothing de- 
cilive. Tne Spanijh 7itvc\s were chiefly employed in Picard)\ 
under the conduft of prince Thomas and PiccolominL As to 
the Hollandersy they ftruck their moft important blow's on 
thdir own proper^^enf^ the ocean, having defeated a fleet 
of Dmkirkers in fight In this engagement the 

Jbutch were commanded by Evertzeriy who began already to 
difliiiguifti himfclf j the Spaniards had two (hips funk, one 
btirnt, and two taken, with their admiral Antonio* Collar do 
on board. In confequcnce of this viftory, the commerce of 
the provinces was fecured, and trade flourifhed extremely, 
notwithftanding it had fuffered greatly by the enemy’s pira- 
cies the fucceeding year. The chief advantages however 
were obtained by x\\^EaJl India company, who extended their 
trade far beyond what it ever before attained, and made fuch 
returns as aftonifhed Europe and enriched the provinces. As 
to the IVeJl India e'bmpany, it was lefs fortunate. AH the 
attempts of the company had lately mifearried in BraJU and 
on the coaft of Afficay where the Portuguefe were greatly fu- 
perior in numbers. Chagrined with diiappointment, they Maurice 
refolved to commit their affairs to fome general, v/hofe efta- de NaiTia 
blifbed reputation, valour, prudence and experience, might made go- 
retrigve their lofiles, and extend their fettlements in £r^j7and ^et^or of 
the IVeJl Indies, No perfon appieared more likely to anfwer Brafil. 
all ^heir purpofes than count John Maurice de Kaffauy who 


^ Idem. ibid. 


had 
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|iad for many yean faithfully and eminently (jtrved hi»Goua« 

S a The t>fFer waa made of appointi ng him govemot^^gene* 
and commander in chief , of Brajil and South Jmeri&t ; ai| 
empl6yipegt which the count accepted with the cotifeiit^pt 
the fiates-geheral and the priiKe of Orange. Hi^ authority 
was diredly the fame veiled in the governor-general of 
tavia^ a fleet of 32 fail, twelve of whfch were men o^ war, 
with 2700 land-forces on board, was*equipped ; and he quit* 
ted tbeTVa^^/on the 25th day of OSiehr^ having already 
conquered in imagination the whole Perti^guefe 

Of the fourteen provinces into which BraJS was divided^ 
four were fubje£l to the .Hollanders^ Femambuco^ ^emeraca^ 
Paraiba., and Kia Grande. « Since the year 1630 the court of 
^tf/frfuftained incredible damage by the efforts which the 
Jiutch made to eftabliih fettlements in South America. Of 
800 ihips fitted out by the king of Spldn for that fervice, 
<^3 fell into the hands of ^the enemy, were burnt or de* 
nroyed, the lofs amounting^to forty-five millions of florins. 
The Dutch bad feized upon the ifland of Curacao on the 
northern coaft of America \ they had pillaged the opulent- 
town of Truxillo in the gulph of Honduras^ with a variety of 
final! fettlemeitts on the coaft of Mexico ; they had defeated 
in divers engagements, the Spanijh generals Albuquerque^ 
Bagmokif and Lewis dc Rocca de Bergia had by force 

and fraud gained over to theic^ntereft fevcral nations, who 
ardently wifhed for the expulfion of the Portuguefe ; ^ut at 
the time Maurice was appointed governor, their eftbats had 
been faint and fruitlefs, and Chrijlopher Artichoffi^ a Polijh lb- 
cinian, of all ^heir officers, met with any degree of fuccefi. 
When the count arrived at Brafd^ his nrft ftep was to re- 
lieve all the garrifons, and form his army of troops acquainted 
with the country, and feafoned to the climate. His little 
corps, amounting in ail to 3700 men, he led againft Porta 
do Cakoy the garrifon of which had almoft entirely cut piF 
the communication betwixt the Dutch fettlements. Bagniokty 
the Portuguese general, marched with a fuperior army to 
oppole him ; a battle was fought, and the, Portuguefe totally 
drfeated, Bagmola faving himfelf and a few troops with 
great di^culty in a city built on the rwtr Porto C^Oy and 
fortified in uich a manner that it commanded ail the ad- 
jacent country. purfued, and immediately: ii^- 

vefted the fortrefs. The Portuguefe general defended hi!n- ' 
felf bravely, Init was in a few days forced, for want of pro- 
vifion, to furrender at diferetioK 

Flushed with conqueft, the count marched againft 0^/- 
naduy a town fituated u^n the fame river, within fix miles of 
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i]ts opening intothe ocean, 'llhis place fiirrendered with little 
trouble^ X(aurice ftrcngthened it by a citadel whith he cred- 
ed, and called after his own name* At the mouth of the . ri- 
ver he built another fort, 4 ^hich obli^d the Spani^ 4 i od both' 
iides to take lhelter in Smgippa del Keij and abandon their 
habitations. Leaving the greater part of the army with Arii^ 
chM for the defence oi the frontiers, he returned to Reciff^ to 
eftabirih the government and religion of xheUmied Pro^ 
vincesj in all the country (ufajedl to the republic, treating 
however with great m^oderation the natives and foreigners 
who had been bred in a*diffbrent faith, and under a difrerent 
policy. He alfo equipped two fquadrons, one of which he 
font (ovithwards under admiral beyond the bay of 

All Saints ; the other failed north-eaft to the epaft of Africa^ 
under colonel Coine^ whofe exploits and redudlion of ft. 
George lie la Mina we have feqn in a former volume K 
While thefe cpnqueHs were; making in Africa EtiA Ame- 
rica^ the plan of a general, pacificatioiv was laid in Europe^ 
The pontiff, as the cotiimon father of all chriftians, offered 
his mediation between Franccj Spain^ and the empire. Tlie 
ftates-general reje£led an umpire whom they juftly fufpedled 
of partiality to the court of Spain ; however he ftill conti- 
nued to prefs the other powers to accommodate matters, 
fenfible that the* public dwould not long ebufe to fupport a 

J rar lihgly againft the pcfwerof the houfe of Aujlria. Car- 
xxi^Eichlieu did not fail to make his advantage of the dif- 
pofition of the ftates-general, notwithftanding the grudge 
He bore the prince of Orange. He urged the uates-general 
to continue the alliance with France^ and his* remonfrrances 



were followed by a renewal of the treaty between thp two 
powers. By this treaty Ltuois engaged to fupply the ftates* 
with a yearly fum of 500,000 livres, over and above the 
ufual fubfidy of 2,000,000, on account of the great ex- 
pehces of the former year, fpent chiefly in the redudlion of 
Scbencky and oppofing the Spaniards in Picardy. Two days 
after the ftates-general renewed their ancient^Ilianc^ with 
the eledor of Brandenhurgh. 

The ftrong connexions between France and Holland <j; kg prince 
evinced cardinal Richlieu of the neceffity of fupprefling his Orange 
ownperfonal diflike to the prince of the better to and ear Ji* 

pi^omote the interefts of his fovereign % he therefore laboured nal Rich- 
to gain the friendihip of prince Henry. He knew his Iw recen* 
influence in the republfo, and was fenfible that the ope- 
tations of the field could never prove fuccefsful, unlefs he 


^ Vi'd. Hift. of the coaSs of Africa, vol. xvii. tin. Mod. Hid. 
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e6n<furre«H^artily with the view* iof the (»art. 

this reafon It was that he diredUd Charnaffe^ th^ ambafla^ 
dor, always to beftow the title o^j^ighnejs upon the pHnee^' ‘ 
inflead 6'f (bat oi^xcellenai with which he h«t been'fbr- 
tiicrly complimented. Me perfefily underftood the chatac- 
ler of Henry ^ and that thou^^h he fupeiior to corrup-* 
tion, inviolable in his attachment to |iis country, and ^nva-' 
riably fixed in the paths of virtue anif honour i yet he was 
not infcnfible to the irrefiftible. charms of ambition. He ' 
gained his point, and eftabliihed a- perfeiS; harmony, to all* 
appearance, between the king and the ftatcs-general, and 
between himidf and the prince Of Orange. Both fid^s hoW 
prepared to execute their engagements with pundhiality, 
and repair the* Ioffes confequent on the former difeord that 
fubfifted. never loft light of JBrvdl;, in the redudlioil 

of which he' was efpecially concerned, though the conqueft 
would likewife prove of the left confequence to the com- 
mortcaufc, and to the republic in particular. He planned 
a feheme which he hoped would greatly facilitate the fiegc* 
Near 4000 boats of different burthens were collcded in thd 
ify/fic e Flufhing \ an armament which gave great dirqinet to 

w Breda, ^.t^anlardi^ who believed it was deftined againft 

Diinktrky or ibme of the maritime tovBi^Jn Flanders. Iil 
this ftateof uncertainty, and ^^Ijnowing where the ftornil 
would break, the cardinal infant affen/hled all his troops 
and diftributed them round the frontiers of Flanders^ and in 
all the places wh«ch he thought tnofi: expofed. This was 
precifely what jF/^«ry defired, W'ho immediately advanced tO 
Breda^ when the SpanIJh army was removed to a convenient 
dilUnce, ^By the 23d oijuly the fiege was formed, which 
happened to be the fame day on which Landreci ^nd Hdnaii 
furrcndcred to the French, Omcr Fourdin^ an officer who 
had fignalized himfclf on eve^ occafibtt, efpecially at the 
defence of Schenck, when the Dutch themfetves admired liis 
conduft and valour, was governor. He had a gArtifon 6 f 
3000 men, Whom’ he fo animated by his precepts and ex- 
ample, that they became rivals for glory, and every foldl^h 
cbea/fully offered to lay down his life in the fervice of his 
cOuhVfy, and for the honour of his beloved commanded. 
Fourhin poffeffed the hearts of all his inferiors by his com- 
placency, gene^rofltv, liberality and thofe other qualities *ilf- 
true greatnefs, which |he moft powerful’y operate oif i\iQ 
minds of themuhitude, and in a particular manner on itic 
ftddiers, «He pundlually advanced the pay of the troopi, 
carefully infpedted their provifion, faw them properly 
cloathed, and whenever remiitances happened to faff, gene- 



. ' Repuilu: of Hollairid. 

mfiy diftribufed his own money, coinfed his plate, and 
even <b)d his horfes and apparel, to fupply the wants OjT 
his garriibn* ‘ ^ ^ • 

I'Hfi prince of Orange f accompanied by bisVcIli prince 
William, then but thirteen years of age, and the prince pa* 
latine, afterwards elc&or, pu(hed the fiege with all imagi* 
nable vigour, to hnilh^ieir work before the cardinal ihould 
have time to alTemble a fufEcient army to give battle* 
That prince, however, had detached count jehn of NaJjau, 
with a body of 5000 foot, and 2000 horfe, to throw inrn-^ 
felf into Breda^ He had orders to attack-. that quarter of 
the camp commanded by his coufin count William de Naf 
fau \ but he found the works fo exceedingly (irong, that 
he dropped the attempt, and wrote to the cardinal tha^ 
the prince’s camp was impregnable ; at lead to force is 
would require the whole Spanijh army* While he lay ac 
fome diftance waiting the cardinars Orders, he met With 
an opportunity of throwing 300 men with bags of corn 
into the city. The garrifon had made a vigorous fally, 
and the count fo well managed theoccafion, that, in defpite 
of the diligence and courage of the befieged, he introduced 
fiich fuccours as helped to protrad the fate of Breiii, 
The whole advanced to Rhimberg\ but every 

pafs and poll was lo Adbtlv guarded, that after fruitier 
attempts to draw the befiegers out of their lines, the car* 
dinal >^as forced to retire, and confide folely in the valour 
of the befieged. However he found means to rciuce 
Fenlo and Rurmonde, publi(hing at the fame time a report 
that Nimeguen was taken by furprize, Knotfemburgh by af- 
fault, and that he had forced the prince ol Orange%io raile 
the fiege of Breda. Rejoicings were made in every town 
in the Spanijh Netherlands, which fo aftonilhed Maurice, • 
that he fent a melfiiage to Feurbin governor of Breda, dc- 
liring to know the foundation of thefe reports* Fourbirfa 
anfwer became the finceiity and honour of a loldier. 
He had rather, he faid, the reports had beeif true ^nd 
not publilhed, than falfe and reported with fo much often« 

*•* tation.” 

FOURS IN! S courage did. not abandon him on the 
retreat of the Span^r,Jli •, he fuftained the redoubled efforts 
of the* enemy with his ufual vigour, A variety of brilk 
Tallies were made, in one of which fell, among other con* 
Tiderable perfonages on the fide of thli^befiegers, the baron 
CharnM^ ambaffador from the French king. The inccT- 
fant Ifire and perpetual attacks from the town, obliged the 
VTinfie to alter his manner, and carry on his approaches 
Mop* Hist. Vox.. XXXI* Y under 
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under cover ; which though more flow anfl expenflve, faved 
the lives of great numbers, and enabled him at lad to ar- 
rive at the foot of the walls. TJhls at length fhook the con- 
ftanc^ ot the brave Faurbin^ who faw himfelf deftitute of 
powder and provifion, without hope of fuccour, his gar* 
rifon diminifhed to a third of thdr original number, and 
the remains broken, fatigued, ^d exhauAed. He was 
bcfides teazed with the clamourT of the townfmen, op- 
preiTcd with a malignant fever, that fwept the people 
by hundreds. All thefe circumftances determined him to 
propofc a capitulation ; he fent it to the prince of Orange^ 
Breda/«r- and it was immediately accepted, without alteration, though 
Tinders. the prince’s generofity and regard for the brave garrrfon 
occasioned loud clamours againil his condu 61 :. The go- 
vernor and foldiers were allowed all the honours of war, 
•and the officers of the city placed on the fame footing as r. 
in the year 1625, before^it was reduced by Spimla, Four^ 
hjn paid his compliments fealed in a letter to the pnnee \ 
he was received gracioufly, loaded with praifes and ho- 
nours, and difmiffed with valuable prefents, which refleft- 
ed equal credit on the generofity of the prince, and the 
valour of the governor 

The conqueft of Breda was attfndpd by confequences 
the moft important to thg^fHfts-gcneral. It fee u red com- 
merce on the coafts of ZealanJy and frontiers of Holhnd\ 
It delivered the provinces from the incurfu ns'" of the 
enemy, quite to the gates of Bergen^op-zom and Boifleduc ; 
it gained a valuable addition"^ to the dominions of the 
republic ; it deprefled the fpirits of the Spaniards^ difeon- 
certed ftheir projedls, gave frefli courage to the Dutchy and 
greatly augmented prince Henr/s reputation. To put fo 
‘ valuable an acquifition beyond all danger of being again 
loft, the prince laboured with diligence to repair and aug- 
ment the fortifications, in which he fo happily fucceeded, 
that Breda might be deemed one of the ftrongeft cities 
tb^n in Europe \ for as yet Faubamnd Coehorn had not 
appeared to raife the art of defence and attack to its 
height of perfection. 

The rejoicings made for tht reduction of Breda^ had al- 
tnoft proved fatal to Rhimberg, The Spanijh garrifon Jn the 
city of Gueldersj apprifed of the vaft confiimption o£ pow- 
der at Rhimberg^ in firing cannon and giving magnificent 
exhibitions, and imagining that amidft the joy and riot of 
public rejoicings, the defence pf the town mi^t proba* 
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t>iy be iieglefbcdi^ formed a fchcme to furprife th^ pkre, 
and introduce a body of Spanif) forces. That part of the 
walls where the enemy a^roached, was guarded only# .by 
one centind^ who immediately dlfcharged his pteeft, and 
thereby alarmed the garrifon* The governor was gone to 
the to be cured of the wounds he received at the 

iiege of Breda^ and Jom TVeeckim^ his deputy, had but a 
handful of foldiers. JRrdfiAance was vain, as tho enemy 
had already applied ladders to the Walls ; he bethought him 
therefore of a Aratagem, which was to defert with 17 
men to the enemy, in order to prevail upon them to defer 
the attack, until the orders he had given within could be 
executed, and the place putinapoAiire of defence. The 
projed: was wild, but it partly fucceeded. Weeckem was 
Well received ; his Aory was plaufible, and he related It ' 

^ with fuch diferetion, and gave fo Arong reaibns for de-> 
ferring the attack, that feveral hours were loA : however, 
being at laA difeovered, he was forced fo fight his way 
back, fuAained tiiC whole v/eight of the enemy, and dif- 
appointed their defign, by this equally bold and extraor- 
dinary meafure. When they returned to the attack on 
Bhimbergy the garrifon received them with fo much bra- 
very, as obliged them, to abandon the enterprife". 

As the Spaniarff^^cve m^t fufficiently Arong on the 
to ad openly, and la^y hige to the towns lately ta- 
ken by f he Duichy they made feveral attempts to furprife 
the ^arrifons. A deep defign upon Maejiricht was happily 
difaf^ointed, on the points of execution; all the reA of 
their projeds, moA of which were extremely refined, had 
the fame iffue. At fea they were more fortunate^ The 
Dunklrkers attacked a fieet of Zealandersy under convoy of 
a lingle man of war, which they took after an obAinatc • 
battle, during which the merchantmen efcaped. Soon af- A. Lf, 
ter they augmented their fleet to 40 ,rail) and attacked a 163s* 
DuUb fquadron of 40 fail, whereof five were men of war. 

A bloody battle was fought, and the vidory decided by fhe 
lofs of one Duui man of war, all the reA having efca- 
pfed fafe fo portr Towards the fpring hoAilities were rc- 
tiewed on &ore. Prince refolvcd now to make 

ufe of the large fleet detained for the .whole preceding 
autunyi, in the ro:id of Fhtjhingy by adverfe winds knd the 
vigilancg of the Spaniards. He meditated the redudion 
of Antwerpy and, to facilitate this^heme, advanced his 
cavalry to Eoifleducy Bergen-op-Taoniy and Lillo^ leaving 
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Henry de Naffan, count of Frifelmd^ with a fmall army in 
the neighborhood of Nimeguen. The infantry wus em- 
baji.ked in thirty tranfpoxts, ur\|der count WiUiam 
who 'arrived on the a3d day of June before Fort Perk^ 
which he reduced. With a force not exceeding 6000 
^nicn, he laid fiege to Fort St.^Mary^ and fccured the 
whole country to Fort If&beHa^ ^bich immediately com- 
municates with the city of Antvkif ; but the difficulty of 
breaking down the dykes, and other crofs accidents, obli-^ 
ged him to content himfelf with blocking up Fort St» 
Maryj and direftinghis chief ftrength againft Fortde Perre 
Brceck^ about a league diflant from Calloo. Meantime the 
cardinal arrived at Antwerp^ and with a confiderable body 
of horfe and foot croffed the Scheld. I'he Hollanders were 
, immediately drawn from their polls before St, Mary^ and 
An unfuc- count William having taken Verve Broeck^ apd received a 
ce/sftil at- reinforcement from printce Henry^ aflembled all his forces 
t^ipi cn near Callooy where he made a ftand. Here he was attack- 
Antwerp, jjy cardinal, with an army double his number; 

but he defended himfelf with fo much intrepidity, that, 
after an engagement of eight hours, the enemy were 
forced to. retreat. On both fidcs the lofs was confiderable; 
but the Dutch chiefly regretted th^, ^death of the young 
count Maurice de NdJJau^ had ^'n an extraordinary 
manner diftiiiguifhed all fne virtues of a long line of, he- 
roic anceflors. 

Though the Spaniards were repulfcd in this attempt, 
they were neither defeated nol^ diipirited. A frefh attack 
was madcf in the count’s quarters, before his troops had 
time tg draw breath. The artillery at the fame time 
played with fury, all the outworks were forced, and the 
. Dutch in the utmofi danger of being totally defeated, when 
the night feafonably interpofed, under cover of which the 
Dutch de- his broken forces. He was purfued ; and 

feated. compofed entirely of Scotch regimentsi cut off, 

afiter a brave refiflance. Great numbers endeavouring to 
gain the (hips, plunged into the river and were drowned, 
while the Spaniards purfuing their vidlory, entered Calho^ 
and made prifoners the Dutch garrifon. Jf ort Verve Broeck^ 
furrendered upon honourable conditions to the conquerors, 
the prince of Grangers whole fcheme was defeated, 0giA the 
ftates were extremely mortified at the fevereft Wovir they 
had received fince the cardinal came to the government of 
the Spanijb Netherlands 

Mem. de .Prince Henry, ibid. 
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,P RI NC E was pofted zt Bergik^op-zoom^ cx* 

erting bis utmofl diligence in col)e£ling the fugitive re- 
mains of the defeated arm]r. Sfindrato was detached, avith 
24 troops of horfe, to attack his intrenchmentf. He 
furprifed the centineis^ and threw the Dutch camp into 
coidufion; but the prmce poured out his troops with fuch 
impetuofity, as enti rely , di fee ncerted the Spaniards^ and re- 
pulfed them with gr^ lofs, the prifoners amounting to 
4C0 men, among whom were fcveral officers of diftinc** 
cion. Two days after, when the Dutch imagined them- 
felves in perfeft fecurity, their camp was a fecond time 
attacked at Wowen^ with fuch vigour, that having forced 
the intrenchments, the Spaniards began pillaging. In this 
fituation, the Dutch having rallied, returned to the charge, 
drove the enemy out of the camp, and obtained a com- 
plete vidlory. Being fuperior in forces, the Spaniards refolv- 
ing to keep the prince in conttnual perturbation, a third 
time fell upon his cavalry near Vliet^ the conteft was 
warm, and the advantage difputed ; certain it is, that 
near a thoufand men fell upon each fide. It was after thefe 
lharp a£Bons, that the prince of Orange made an unfuc- 
cefsful attempt on Guilders^ and that the Spaniards re- 
duced Kerpen^ :^hich tranfaflton and fomc other lefs 
confidcrable Ioffes on the fteV*' ^ the ftates, ended the cam- 
P4ign, in a manner niore glorious to the cardinal than an/ 
of the* preceding. 

Nor were the Dutch more fortunate in South America Affairs in 
than in Europe. A fever that brought the life of count South- 
Maurice into great danger, proved extremely detrimental to America- 
cheir affairs in Brafd. After the reduiStion of Por0 Cavallo^ 
the Portuguefe general Bagniola had affembled a confidcr- 
able army, with which he fell upon the conquefts,. 
and defolated the country, putting all the natives to the 
fword, who had acknowledged the fovercignty of the re- 
public. Colonel Schruppen marched againft him, checked 
his ravages, but could not bring him to a batth*. AsWbon 
as count Maurice recovered, he took the command of the 
army, and laid iiege to St, Salvador^ to which purpofe he 
received exprefs ordera from the direAors of the company. 

He had firft, by a variety of feints, diverted the enemy *s 
' ftf^gth to another quarter, and now carried oh his ap- 
proa^es without any external moleftation. But the vigo- 
rous condud of the garrifon, and their firft ftUy, fupport- 
ed b/ 400 mefi, boded an unfortunate ifiue to the en- 
terpnze. In this lharp lltirmilh the count loft near three 
hundred men, feme of bis beft officers, and the only per- 
• • Y 3 fon 
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(on who merited the appellation of an ^engineer in hi| 
whole army. Finding that his numbers were infufiicient 
cowplete^^ to block up the befieged, or prevent the enemy 
from throwing in fuccours, he broke up his camp, ana 
retired with fomc precipitation^ and great chagrin. This 
difappointment was Aicceeded by a^ruitlefs attempt on the 
plate*fleet, made by admiral fol in the gulph of ffonduras. 
He attacked the enemy with greatTfury, but was deferted 
by his captains in the middle of the engagement, and < 
left with three fhips to encounter the whole force of the 
Spaniard^. After extricating himfelf with great valour, 
he again collected his fhips, puni(hed fome of the delin- 
quents, animated the reft, and returned a fecond time to 
the attack ; but with the fame fuccefs. Juft as vidlory 
was ready to declare for him, his cowardly officers, whom 
neither (name, honour, por intereft, could influence, flieer- 
ed off, and again left him deeply engaged in the midft of 
the enemy. Once more his condu£l: and intrepidity pre- 
vailed s be broke the ene.my*s line, and opened a way to 
join his own fquadron. Apprehending that his former fcr 
verity might have alienated the minds of his captains, 
had now recourfe to arguments and entreaties. He 

t before them the vaft riches in the infamy con- 

fcquent on their cowardic^ and difobe^ience, with every 
other topic that could move their paflions, or convince their 
reafon, A few were drawn back to their duty j and lupport- 
cd by thefe, ^<7^ determined upon a third attack ; but now^the 
wind had fiiifted in favour ^ the Spaniards, In defpite of all 
^fficulties, the Dulwman bore down upon the enemy, 
engaged (.them with redoubled vigour, and was a third 
time defeated. Thus after the nobleft exertions of cou- 
rage he Iqft his prize, but acquired a reputation which 
will tranfmit his name to pofterity, enrolled in the long 
lift of heroes . produced by the republic. All his prefent 
fatisfa^ion confifted in puniihing the cowardly, and after 
having them fuperfeded, fending them home in irons to be 
tried by the martial laws of Holland for cowardice and. 
mutiny?. 

The diigraces of the preceding campaign determined the 
ftates make the mofr vigorous efforts to recpvcr tbcjf 
Igilles. Early in the fpring the prince of Orange was afctbe 
head of a formidable army, ready to oppofe the canSinaFs 
dcfigns, and the vaft proje<5l;s entertained by the Spaniards^ 
who were highly elated with their viftory at Calloo^ the re- 

f !Le Cleec, tom. ii. NuifiLLE, ubi fupra. 
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du£tion of K^pen^ and Iienry*% difappointmcnt befora 
Gueld'iS, Leaving a body of infantry and a few 

fquaJrons of horfe at Berg£n»cp~zoom^ the prince divided 
his army into two columrfi» one of which he embjrkW, to 
make a diverfion in Flanders^ and engage cardinal Richlim 
to perform his pirt of the late treaty. Colonel Alverdt was 
left with f venteen c4r panics of foot, to oppofe the enemy 
on the Scheld\ and tl\^: prince went in perlon to Nimeguen^ 
where he was joined by 4000 HeJJians^ under general A'le^ 
lander. With this force he propofed renewing the fiege 
of Gueldres ; he had even detached part of his forces to in- 
Veft the city, but finding that the enemy had thrown in 
powerful fuccours, he dropped the defign, and removed to 
'Venlo. 

Greater expectations were entertained from the fleet Van 
fent under Martin Harpert Van Tramps lieutenant-admiral Tronip*s 
of Hollandy and one of the beft naval officers that Holland^ rife and 
fruitful in good feamen, ever produced. Tromp had ac- ^i^ories. 
companied the famous Heine in all his expeditions, was the 
great favourite of that admiral, and fought by his fide at 
the time he was killed. In divers other adions he had fo 
diflinguifhed his intrepidity and conduct, that the ftates 
raifed him to his prefent dignity under the prince of 
Orange^ the higlwrw^offiger in their navy. Having advice 
that a Spanljh fquadronf Compofed of ten large men of 
^ar, /our frigates, and feveral fmaller veflels, had quitted 
the port of Randyke on the i8th of February^ Tromp imme.- 
diately went in purfuit, came up with the Spanijh admiral 
off Gravelin^y joined battle, and defeated him,. after a bloo.ly 
conflict, which lafted fix hours. The spanijh admiral, and 
three more great (hips, were driven on the fands,%nd taken ; 
and the vice-admirars (hip was burnt, to prevent her 
falling into the hands of the Hollanders. Four frigates were 
befldcs taken, and the Spaniards were reported to have 
loft near two thoufand men, of whom feven hundred were 
made prifoners. ^ ^ 

The moft important confequence of Tr<7wp's victory was, 
that four thoufand men on board the Spanljh fquadron were 
deftined for a grand armament equipping at Coddz and 
Corunna, the moft formidable that had \een feen fince 
tbe armada prepared to invade England* All the maritime 
pdWrs were attentive tc> the objeA of this vaft fleet. Eng- 
kma and imagined the court of intended, in 

conjunction with the king of Denmark, to, attack Sweden ; 
while the ftates general trembled for the fate of the pro- 
vinces. In the catholic king had bis own immediate 
• Y 4 intereft 
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ihtereft too ftrongly in view, to hearken tonhe AiggtfiSonji 
of the king of Denmark. ' The arinatnent wds ekprefsly 
f^qgippcd to annoy the provinces, ^nd it fet fail with 20,000 
land-forte/ on board, in the" month of July^ under the 
tohdu£t of don Antonia AOqUendOy who had already tx-^ 
perienced the valour and naval abilities of the Hollanders^ 
To oppofc this powerful fleet, amo&ting to 87 fail. Van 
Trotnp weighed anchor with no more^an a fqiiadron of iJf 
men of war. His firft defign was, ' merely to obftruft the' 
pafTage of the Spaniards y but having fallen in with their 
van, on board which was all the money and 4000 troops, 
be attacked it in the night with fuch fury, that the enemy 
were wholly difperfed, every (hip ciouding all the fail (he 
could make, to get out of the reach of Trcnjp*s cannon.^ 
Kext morning Oquendo came .up with the reft of the fleet, 
and immediately engaged T^romp yard-arm-and-yard-arm. 
After a violent conflift tlv? Spaniard was forced to (hift 
bis flag \ his 0 ip was foon after funk, and four more were 
taken f but the Dutch were prevented from purfuing their 
advantage by a thick fog, which effediually conceafed the 
enemy* Before the weather cleared up, Tromp was ftrongJy 
reinforced, which enabled him to purfue the enemy to the 
where they had taken fanftuary under the wing of 
the Englijh adtniraf. It is probable he^ciid have deftroyed 
the whf le but for the partiality ^vidqntly (hewn in favour 
of t)ie Spaniards, trotnp remonftrated upen the kbg of 
En^anA% conduft as a breach of the treaty fubfifting with 
Hyland. T o the Englijh admiral’s cond u£I he aferibed the fafety 
of the enemy, his intelligence had mifled the Duuhy and 
bis motions had covered the Spaniards \ but no red refs was 
obtained* At length another reinforcement arrived, which 
jrendered Tromb fb powerful, that he refolved to fare the 
enemy in the DoimSy and even to give battle to the Englijh 
father than be diverted from his purpofe. It was upon this 
resolution, fay the Dutch writers, that the king of England 
ordered his -admiral to withdraw his protefiion from the 
Spaniards^ perceiving that otherwife he muft come to an 
open rupture with the Hollanders, Thus it was that Tromp'y 
after haying for a month blocked up Oquendo, obliged him 
gt laft to come to an engagement. Rather than nand an 
attack !n his ptefem fituation, the Spaniard refolved running 
the hazard of crofting the Channel under cover of a^og ; 
but Tremp kept fo ftri£t wafeh that it was impoflible to 
efcape. An a^ton enfued, and both fides fought with 
defperate fury. For the fp^cc of eight hours the Spaniards 
madp ao obftinatc refiftance } at laft they were totallv 

. * defeated| 



with# the lofsof 14 men of war, burnt^ funk, 
taken* or driven ^ore, among which were the vicc-admU 
Tal of Spain^- the admiral of Galich^ and the great galleon 
of Portugal^ 1400 tuns blirthen, mounting Soagans* and 
carrying 800 men, all of whom perilhed by the water or 
thefword. Twenty-one of the enemies fhips put back to 
the Dmm in a wretched plight j fire-fhips were fent to de- " 

Itroy them; but the^ EnglijS again interpoied, contrary to 
their neutrality, and the exprefs injunftions of the fove- 
reign. That day thirteen ihips more fell into the hands of 
the HoUancUrs^ of which eleven only could be carried off,, 
fo miferably were they fhatteied. In a word, of this whole 
prodigious armament, only eight reached Dunkirk, O- 
quendo\ own fliip was fo much damaged, tliat he owed his 
fife to a frigate fent to his afliftance by the generous Van 
Tromp* Eight thoufand men were killed, four thoufand 
wounded, and two thoufand tjken pn Toners, and carried 
with the reft of the fpoils in triumph to the Tixr/, 
and Ftujlnng. All admired the (kill and intrepidity 

of Van Trompy and the naval power of Holland. The 
ftates decreed him the fame honours conferred upon ad-* 
iniral Heine^ and the French king fent him particular marks 
of his regard ; a mong the reft a patent, whereby he was 
enrolled among tflBIRbbiKiy of France^. 

Having entirely ruined* tht maritime power of Spain^ * jy 
tfic meft vigorous pr^arations , were making to carry on / * 

the war by land with equal fuccefs. With this view prince 
Hfnry took the field at the head of a powerful army, with /V 
which, in the month of he entered the bifhopric 

of Bruges, He encamped at Maldegbcm^ in order to gain Flanderi* 
the command of the two canals that lead to GhenU and 
the neighbouring forts. This march a good deal alarmed 
the cardinal, notwithftanding all the pafles were in poffef^ 
fion of the Spaniards ^ and ftridlly 'guarded. It was his 
fear that made him throw hiuifelf into GhenU in expe£Ia<» 
tion that his prefence would encourage the garriron,^ and 
deter the prince from making any attempt on that im- 
portant town. The effefts correfponded 5 every where the 
Spaniards Teemed invincible, driving before them the Hoi* 
iand^Sj and defeating them in every encounter. Henry^ 
however, was not diTpirited by the unfortunate ifluc of 
(ki/n||(hes, which produced nothing decifive. He was in . 
hopes that the valour* df the enemy was a laft eSbrt of ^ 

a La Vie deTromp, p. 96. hu Clsrc, tom. ii. Nuvillx, 
lib, ix, ... 
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dcfpair, and therefore proceeded coolly in bi^s deflgnsi witb-^ 
out fuffering himfelf to be difcoacerted by accidents, which 
necefl'arily eluded human forefight. He laid £ege to Hammij 
and ^e^ii^d fortifying his canl)p in th» ufual manner, in 
hopes to draw the cardinal to a battle. But he could not 
fucceed, nor did the reduAion of the garrifon prove a 
matter of fo Httle difficulty as he iqjBgined ; the refiftance 
within indeed was lb obftinate, and the alarms from the 
cardinal's camp without fo perpetual, that Henry abandoned 
the defign, quitted Flanders^ and difappointed the great ex- 
pedations of the court of France and the ftates generaK 
His retreat left the cardinal at liberty to penetrate into Ar^ 
foisi and take meafures for fuccouring Arras^ then beiieged 
by the French army. 

While the cardinal was employed in Artois^ the prince 
was endeavouring to profit by his abfence, and cut ofF his 
feturn. With this view he formed an enterprife againft 
which he began wfth ftorming fort Najfau. This 
affair was hiippily and boldly executed by the French troops 
led on by the marquis de Hauterive* The furrendtr of the 
fort ftruck terror into Hulfty and even fet the city of An^ 
twerp upon arming the townfmen, and preparing againft a 
fiege. Sfofidrato and Canulmo with a body of troops flung 
thcmfelves into the city, and the^garri^s-^ were withdrawn 
from all the adjacent fortwfles^ the better to fecure Ah^ 
twerp. Henry*s objeft, however, was Hulft \ to thij plate 
he laid fiege, drew his lines, and gave the alTault to fort 
St. Anncy during which his cavalry was attacked by a ftrong 
body of horf^, under Sfondrato. After a (harp a<SUon the 
Sp^zflj cavalry was defeated ; but the infantry coming up, 
led on by Saavedra^ fuftained the fire with admirable con- 
ftancy, and at lad repulfed the Hollanders with the lofs 
of the brave Henry Emejl de governor of Frifeland ; 

E' lofs more regretted by the ftates general than the 200 
men who periQied in this unfortunate a£lion. This repulfe 
evinced Hezj/^y that he had committed a fault in amufing 
himfelf by an attack on a little out-fort, when he ought to 
have employed all his attention in blocking up. Hul/i> By • 
this means he afforded the cardinal leifure to draw his 
troops from Artois ; but it was too late to remedy the error; 
the enemy bad affembled a fuperior army, and there re- 
mained no alternative, but to run the hazard of being^de- 
feated, or immediately to break up the ftege and Tqtire. 
The latter was his choice, and his retreat put an end tb:thc 
operations of«the campaign 

' La Vie de prince H^nry, p. 222. 
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Fortune, VhicK feemed, upon the whole, t<» favour the ^airs »f 
.^poniards in the Netherlands^ was lefs propitious to them in Well 
America* Philip had feiij the count de la To%re^ TJlith a ^^dia rm- 
ftrong armament, the preceding year, to BraftL On his 
arrival on the coaft of Africa^ the troops were feized with a 
peftilential difeafe, ^ich fwept off three thoufand men 
fore the fleet reached. St. Salvador- The number that 
mained did not exceed two thoufand foldiers, all of whom 
were too fickly to enter upon action. It was not doubted 
but the count de la Terre muft have difpoffeffed the Hollan^ 
ders of every foot of land they po(?rffed in Brajil^ as his fleet 
amounted to 46 fail of large {hips, 27 of which were galleons 
double manned, and well provided with every neceflary. 

Had this armament arrived fafe, Maurice muft neceflarily 
have quitted the country ; but the wretched fituation of the 
land-forces and failors, and the long ftay made in All Saints 
bay for the recovery of the mefl, enabled the Dutch to make 
all poilible preparations. In a {hort time their fleet amounted 
to forty-one fail of armed {hips of diffetent dimenfions and 
ftrength, while la Torre ufed fuch diligence, that he col- 
lected ninety-four {hips, tranfporis and men of war, having 
12,000 men on board, including the Brafil forces. His in- 
tention was, to^^l^uppn the Dutch fettlements; which 
count Maurice^ and his ajtnirjl William Looff^ ufed all their 
diligence to prevent. Looff came up with the enemy be- 
twren the ifland Tamaraca and the river Gojana^ and engaged 
thf m from noon till night, when he was unfortunately killed 
by a cannon-bullet. His death animated his feamen with a 
defire of revenge ; vice-admiral Huygens took the command, 
and renewed the battle next morning, with the\itmoft in- 
trepidity. He knew fp well how to make his advantage of 
the fize and fwiftnefs of his frigates, that he terribly galled 
the large unwieldy galleons, and raked them fore-and-aft, 
without receiving confiderable damage, as they could only 
bring their chace-guns to bear. Before night fcvcral Spanijh 
men of war floated like ufelefs wrecks upon the water ; but 
it was dangerous to attempt boarding them, on account of 
their being filled ,with foldiers. Huygens^ however, kept 
cIo{e all night, and by day' break again began the engage- 
ment with more fuccefs, notwithftanding feveral of the 
enomies {hips that had been the moft damaged, were towed 
awa^ to the Rio Grande- For this whole day a running 
fight was maintained, the Spanijh admiral making all the 
fail he could to the northward ; but next day Huygens came 
to clofe quarters, and fo admirably feryed his cannon, that a 
fomplete victory was obtained, yfiih the lofs, on his fide, of 
3 • fcarce 
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ftarce an hundred feamen and foldiers, whiH the enemy, by 
their own^eonfeilson, had four thoufand killed and wounded. 
Tencof their Jargeft {hips weiie driven upon the fands, 
where they perilhcd with their whole crews. The reft of 
the fleet was prevented from putting into harbour torefrefli) 
in confequence of which a peflilential difcafe appeared on 
board, anddeflroyed more than half/thc foldicrs. Some of 
their ftraggling veflets were every day'falling into the hands 
of the Hollanders^ and before the end of the year only four 
galleons and three merchantmen remained of all this for- 
midable armament, which had once terrified count Maurice 
into the notion of evacuating the Bra/ils. Yet no impor- 
tant confequenccs refulied; contented himfelf with 

driving the Spaniards at a diilance from the Duich fettle- 
ments, and defolating the country round the bay of All 
Saints. Admiral Joi cruifed oft’ the ifland of Cuba for 
the plate-fleet ; but he had the misfortune of being 
terribly ftatiercd in a ftorm, and reduced to the nc- 
celfity cf throwing himfelf upon the clemency of - the 
Spaniards, 

The fignal revolution that now happened in Portugal^ 
produced great alterations in the aft'airs of BrafiL The 
Portuguefe having thrown oft* the Caflihari vokc, count Mau^ 
rice doubted not but all the pativ^s oiTlthat country in South 
America would follow the example, feparate themfelvcs from 
the Spaniards^ and conclude a truce with the Hollanders, 
Meantime he determined to feize the happy occafion which 
the quarrel between Spain and Portugal afforded. With 
this view he repaired the fquadron under admiral JoU with 
the utmoft expedition, and rcfolved to pufli the Dutch con- 
quefts not only in South America^ but on the coafts of Africa, 
While he was employed with the land-forces in reducing 
Seregippa del Rey^ and the province of Cerijiy fol was fent 
to the coaft of Angola., to fecure the negro trade to the 
Dutch company. His force confifted of 21 (hips, 900 ma- 
rinefs, and ^200 foldiers, commanded by colonel Henderfon^ 
who likewife a£led as vice-admiral. The colonel, with the 
land-forces, was landed on the ifland of Loanda^ on the 
coaft of the kingdom of Congo^ and immediately he invefted 
,the capital^ called Santa Paolo> The negroes flew to the 
afliftance of thr city, gave battle at the foot of the mtjwn- 
tains to the Hollanders , and were defeated. Nor 
nejesy the Portuguefe governor, more fuccefsful. With a 
cMfiderable body of Europeans he engaged Henderfon, made 
obftjnate refiftance^ and difputed the vidlpry until the 
greater part of bis troops ytfas cut in pieces. The city was 
^ ‘v ‘ * abandoned 
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abandoned toHhe conquerors \ all had deferted it bePides the 
aged and infirm ; the booty was confidcrable, Anfifting of * 

29 pieces of brafs canno|i, 69 of caft iron, great qyamity 
ot warlike ftorcs, and 30 Ihips lying in the haAotr, many 
of them rc/idy to fail with negroes to the fetikmcnts in 
America and the iVeJ^lndies. 

Admiral ^qI ncf/noner found himfelf In poflcfllon of A. D. 
the capital, than hcTcfolved to make it a place of ftrength, 1641. 
for which purpofe he built one large citadel, and two upon 
a more confined place, but all with regular fortifications. 

This condudf afionilhed the Portuguefe governor, who hi- 
therto imagined that the Duuh only wanted booty, and 
would diredlly quit the illand as foon as that purpofe was 
anfwered. Perceiving the admiral propofed gaining pofief- 
fion of the whole ifland, he alledged, that this intention 
was a violation of the treaty fubfifting between Portugal 
the republic; Jol denied his •knowledge of any treaty, a 
fecond time defeated the governor, drove the Portuguefe 
out of Loanda^ and reduced the whole under the dominion 
of the fiates, which they kept, until it was furrendered to 
Portugal feven years after. 

From Loanda admiral fol dirc£led his courfe to the ifland 
of St. Thomas^ ^ving immediately under the equinodfial, 
which divides tfi? capiffl. This ifland was before reduced 
^ the Dutch in 1610* huf retaken foon after by the 
Portftgue/e, ^<7/ debarked his troops near Pavofarij ordered 
them to march ftrait up to the wails of the citadel, but to 
commit no hoftilities unlefs they were attacked, which foon 
happened. The negroes and Portuguefe fell upon them tu- 
multuoufly, and were defeated, but not before they had 
blown up a Dutch fliip with her whole crew and cargo. 

To reinforce the army, the town and citadel had been left 
‘ defencelefs ; they confequently fell an cafy prey. Jol had 
fcarce fettled the government of his new cohqueft, when 
he was feized with that endemiai fever, which bad before 
fwept away numbers of his troops, and dkd muCh re- 
gretted by his foldiers, the dire^ors of the company, and 
the (fates •. " . . 


These expeditions on the coaft of Africa were; fucceeded 
by another undertaken by count Maurice agaihft' the pro- 
vj/ice of Maranhaan^ to the north of BrafiL The company 
eai^eftly wifhed to gain pofTeifion of a province fo fertile in 
fugar, cotton, ginger, tobacco, and other valuable commo>* 
dities, fo rich in gold, and fo conveniently fituated to annoy 


* Nuville, lib. ix. cap. 5, 
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the Spanijh trade to the AntilU$^ the Caribbe^s^ and all thd 
t iflands in the neighbourhood of the gulph of Mexico. Mau^ 
rice detached colonel Coam and admiral Lichtirdt upon this 
encerj[fri^,fin which they fucceeSed with little difficulty. 
Having taken the ifland Mcrignany and the capital 5/. Leivis^ 
the reft of the provinces fubinitted, and thus half the Brafili 
acknowledged the fovereignty of the flBites general. Three 
provinces however revolted foon after, and gave much 
trouble to the company and vexation to count Maurice. At 
prefent a truce with Portugal was concluded. J(d3n IV. oti 
his acceffion refolved to fecure himfelf againft the attempts 
of Spain^ by re-cftablilhing peace with all his other neigh- 
bours, and particularly with the republic of the United Pro* 
Vinces ; for which purpofe he fertt Don Mendoza Hurtado to 
the Hague ^ to propofe a ceflation of hoftiiities. It was no 
difficult matter for Mendoza to demonftrate that the invete- 
rate enemy of the provinces would be greatly weakened by 
concluding the defired truce ; it therefore was figned on the 
1 4 th day of yuru\ and extended for ten years to all the do- 
minions of both powers on either fide the equinoiSial. Ac- 
cordingly hoftiiities were to ceafe in Brafd as foon as the 
truce was publilhed in that country, and the Portuguefe and 
Hollanders were to join in the total cxpulfion of the Spani* 
ards. Notwithftanding the truce to the Eajl In-^ 

dles^ the Dutch never loft figtit ofnheir own intereft, and 
feized this opportunity of chafing the Portuguefe OMt of 
Japan 

The principal tranfa<51ions relative to the republic in Eu^ 
ropey were the marriage of Willianiy the young prince of 
Orangey with the princefs Mary Stewarty daughter of the king 
of England ; a match brought about by Mary de Medkis* 
The fiege of Gennep was the next confiderable occurrence. 
No fooner were bis fon's nuptials celebrated, than prince 
Henry led his troops to the territory of Clevesy laid fiege to 
Gennepy pulhed his works with great vigour, and exerted 
himfelC foeffe^ually that his trenches were finifhed, and a 
communication opened between all the different quarters of 
the camp, by means of bridges over the Meufe and' NierSy 
in the fpace of a few days. The cardinal relying upon the 
ftrength of the place, the numbers of the garrifon, and the 
courage of the governor, Prejion an Irijhmariy attempted to 
furprife Ardenherg in Flanders •y but failing in his defign^Ae 
turned his whole attention to the relief of Gennep. With- 
drawing. the garrifons from all the towns in Flanders and 

* Mod. Hift. vol. ix. Nuville, tom. ii. p. 9. cap. 6. 
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Brabant^ he detached almoft his whole army under th& 
count de PontairUy and the marquis de Leda, toother with 
a body of 3000 itnperiali%, to harrafs the camp of the^befie- 
gers, throw in fuccours into the town, and, if ^)cftafion of- 
fered, to give battle to prince After all, this nume- 

rous army gave lefs (j^fturbancc to the Dutch than the garri- 
fon, which behaved i^jth great gallantry. Prejion made the 
moft fpirited Tallies,' nailing up the cannon, nlling up the 
^ trenches, and deftroying the works of the bcfiegeis. This 
he repeated daily, notwithftanding his troops were greatly 
diminilhed and fatigued ; but perceiving that the Spamjh 
army undertook nothing, that the place was laid in a(hes by 
bombs, that the courfe of the Niers was turned, that the 
town-ditch wal dried up, that feveral mines were ready, and 
that a pradicable breach w^as efFedlied, he furrendered on 
being allowed thfe honours of war. 

Meantime CantelrhOy elatad with his victory at CalIo9y 
continued in the territory of fFaesy the theatre of his glory, 
and of all the trivial advantages he had gained over the i/o/- 
landers. He now attacked colonel Alnaerdty and defeated him 
with confiderable •flaughter. Next he furprifed count Til- 
Umonty whom he entirely defeated, though with great lofs on 
his own fide. Tb^gut^a flop to his infults, the prince of 
^Oran^e aflemble 5 ^n*arrTjjr near Huljl\ but Cantelmo joining 
the army under Pontainesy brolce all Henry\ meafures, and 
with% corps of 8000 men obliged him to decamp, at the 
head of 26,000 chofen troops, and drop the defign formed 
of laying fiege to the city. With this tranfaftion ended the 
campaign, about which time the cardinal Ferdinand yielded 
up his laft breath, with the reputation of a wifii, moderate 
and mild governor. The adminiftration came into the 
hands of don Francifeo de Melloy who with the marquis de 
Velada oppofed the Frencby while the count de Fontainey go- 
vernor of Brugesy commanded in chief againft the Hollan- 
ders. The death of cardinal Richlieu Toon followed ; and 
though it made no alteration in the treaty \^twctvi^rance 
and the republic, it greatly obflrudicd the military operati- 
ons of this year, and prevented the prince of Orange from 
undertaking any enterprtfe important enough to merit no- 
tice in a general hiftory. A new treaty indeed was figned 
04 the 8th of March between the two powers, whereby the 
ftatis confented to maintain a fquadron of 30 men of war 
to cruize before Calaisy and to grant the king’s tro( ps a free 
paffage over the Rhincy the Wefely and the Meufty into Ger- 
many \ in confideration of which the king was to pay them 
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A. afubfidy^pf 1,200,000 livrcs. Before the freaty was rati- 
1693. Lewb Xlll. died. 

The operations of the preceding year were directed 
to induce CanUlmo to give battle, which he always had the 
addrefs to decline. He now retired under the cannon of 
Antwerp^ whcie he watched an opportunity of again infult- 
Prhee ing the Dutch territories with impunity 5 but prince PPlJUam^ 
William who was appointed general of the cavalry, by a bold and 
defeats a maf^crly ftroke, drew him into an^mbufeade, attacked him 
of with irnpetuolity, and after a Ihort engagement defeated 
bpani- 'hiitj, leaving 900 men dead upon the field, and carrying ofF 
600 prifoncr!*, among whom were two general officers, 
with forty-five others of inferior ftations. CanUbno hxmftM 
was once taken^ but foon after refeued by the bravery of his 
own troops, and the negligence of the Hollanders, This 
adion, the firft in which prince William ever con'imanded 
in chief, fpread his reputation, and convinced the world 
that he might one day ccjual the gler'y of his renowned an- 
ceftors. 

1'he truce with Portugal having flopped all hoftilities in 
Brajil, count Maurke feut admiral Brewers with a fquadron 
to attack the Spaniards on the coaft of Chili \ but the moH 
important confequence of this ex^djj^^was, that the ad« 
miral difeovered a more fafj^ ana eafy paflage to the South 
Sea, than either by the llraits of Le Maire or Mafelan, 
lince called by his name, but fcarce ever frequented. 
Maurice having now nothing further to tranfa£l in Br/fil 
that required ^his prcfencc, obtained leave from the company 
to return to Europe, He arrived in Holland on the ninth of 
May 1 644^, brought home a fleet richly laden, had par- 
ticular honours conferred on him by the compaiw and the 
flates, and was appointed to the . government of Wefel, and 
the rank of lieutenant general of the cavaliy by the prince 
of Orange. The year 1633 was difiinguifiied by the me- 
morable but iinfuccefsful attempt, to find a fafe paflage to 
Europe from %hina and fapan by the northern coaft of 
tary \ and by the difeovery of HolUni, and other parts 
oi xht Terra Aujiratis, or foutbern continent, of which we 
have already given a particular account \ 

A. D. Negotiations fora general peace began about this time 
1 694. to be fet on foot at Munfier and Ofnabrug. ^ The ftates general 
were fenfible that now muft be decided their title to 4 bve- 
reignty, and the ilTue of all thofe bloody wars, which they 

^ Mod- Univ, Hiftt vol. xv. 

fuftained 



Ae Jferce qf for litde JeA^fcaii 
^ cebWfJr tKe odb^r ^Worsf^ i)^ wsl neceP • 

faty M lin|. :|Oc^reft to that of J^ranc^ ;^for 

pur^|ei *tl^ey contJuy^ a hew treaty that 
coart, "th« dSjeft pf which was to cement the cprt trailing 
paniet in a (^ill clofbr union. The fruits of this treaty was 
a i^lutioh of the ftate&to affift Prance in the iiege o^Ora^ 
vfkhe. A fquadron under Van was detached to block 
up 'the harbour ; and he performed h|s inftru<ftions with fuch 
dtfigence and conduct, as greatly facilitated the redu'dion 
of the pface. The prince of Orange had lilcewHe dire£t;ion9 
to CQ*Operate with the French i with which view he pene- 
trated into FiafiderSi and was advancing to Bruges^ where 
he was ftopt by the count ^Idimburgb^ and forced, to retire 
to Maliegbem* This retreat, though involuntary, proved 
fortunate; it enabled the prince to lay fiege to, Sas van 
* Ghenty and cariy the town before Jffemburgh with all his di- 
ligence could come to the vailiftance of the garrifon. Doit 
Andrea de Petradoy the governor, made a gallant defence ^ 
hut he was forced to capitulate oii the ych of September^ 
after, a fiege of fix weeks* This conqueft was thought of 
fo great importance to the fecurity of the provinces, that the 
ftates tent an order for repairing and enlarging the fortifica- 
tions With all poffib)9'e?i|iMHiun. 

No fooner were the negofiatioAs opened ^tMunJlefy than t^§gofia^ 
the ftate* found themfelveS greatly etnbarrafied with refpedl tiofts af 
to two points ; the one regarded the honours to be de- Manften 
mandbd at tjhe congrefs by their ambafiadors ; the other, the 
nature of their late, treaty with Prance^ whereby’ they were 
tied down from enteringupon any conferences either^f truce 
or peace, with any power, particularly SpatHy without the 
confent and participiitlon of tht French court* Don Fran’- • 
dr dir/s was atjt^ very, tim^ urging them tp conclude 
a feparkft peace witH5^/e; ,an^ it was imagined that very 
, adv;^ntageous conditions might be obtained, Ihould they 
give X&T to his pcopofals. His moft chriftian majefty, h* 
boured to dleeftihem firom this me^^fure* Cardinal 
riM gave thi^ \^ .v^derffand#/ that their deputies foould 
have the, fame^hohopr^ p^id to therq as t|^e ambafladl^ of . 
the ri^irhUe .pf Hd Iijtcwife ftrehupully exhprtf d 

the%^ from their own intefeft, renedpoing 

tbel£^sl|piip^ as nothing copld be momi adeer- 

tlidi^d.'^%^nferences idr, 

yeat^, amil at laft v^him' in (moke. He a^red tbenr, thae 
^iirdefired nothing more thfO^lo diffidva' epfifederacy 

hcty^cixjc France ^nd^^ellandy snd to ftop the courfe of the 
' Mob. ftisT. Vat; 2 ^ prince 
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^inc*e oiOrtf^j^'seoh^ue^* Their proposals had no other 
objt;A, and that once ^inexif . the ftat<s would bear no ' 
siiofe edvantageous ohPers made, meribly from ielfiAi 
tives. The ftates allented^to the cardinal^a arguments, nnd 
, in confequence the alliaiice was renewed^ both parties en* 
gaging to continue the war on the ufual 

ing. Accordingly xYitPrenclk penetrated inio Flonders on 
Qhe iide, white the prince of Orange opened a way on the 
other. . His defigti was to lay fiege to Antvuerpj a city ef 
which he had long earneftly wilhed making a prefent to the 
A. D. ftates. He fpoke of it to A^rades^ the French minifter, 
1 ^ 45 * and afllired the marefchals ^vAFLantveau^ that if they 

aftifted him with 3000 cavalry to oppofe the enemy’s horfe, 
he would immediately undertake this arduous enterprize. 
This propolition occalioned. an interview, but the niare- 
fchals would not join with the prince’s opinion ; each pre- ' 
pared a different plan of Gyrations, and thus the whole pro- 
jt£k vanifhed. The French generals however advanced a 
few fquadrons and battalions to difengage the prince’s 
army, cooped up between Ghent and Bruges by general Beet 
and count PiccokminL With this reinforcement Henry was 
enabled to crofs the canal and the Lys^ ohYxgt Piccolomini to 
retire, and vifit the duke of O^fsn nenr Courinay^ to epn* 
cert the future operationsiof both armies. Op his 'return 
general Beck oppofed his paffage over the Scheldt was re- 
pulfed, apd defeated with great Uaughter, the general him- 
felf receiving a wound in me (boulder, and narrowly efcap- 
ing being made prifPner. Hmry was in expedation that 
the marefchals would now have aififted him in his favourite 
project but the (iege of Antwerp was inconliftent with the 
meafures of their court, and they excufed tbemfelyes, by 
pleading the expiration of their epmppip^aas. 

HEHRTf though difappointifd Ip great purpofe> 
refolved to employ the reft of the catppaign jo beft ad- 

yaatage, in performing the engkgetncnts ipta . which 
the fta^s general had enfexed with, With 

this dengh belpalled the Zyx, though oppo^ hy the 
erflfr, iyii detached prih^ w^h the cavalry toj|n- 

^5®% tKp .Jtrong<« ;th^ 

. Mf OUtbtr^ 

amdl, s^ttSi^ed the 

wi%&dh imiinfUwt]r» (htt. theyjUipQ^r 4 ^ 

fort, bj Wur.'.g^ tp 

Hulft mi^Venehreeck^ proving a gr^ annoyance to hU 
t^opps, this be ;likewife at^jearriedaft^ a (harp 

' dilpuie 
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dfipute that faded for the ^pace of five hours* flavin^ thus 
reduced all ,the ouc-works Which could any way^nfoleft'his 
operations* he hartered'the town on ev^y fide, without be* 
at the trouble of entrenching himfelf with his ufual fo* 
licttude. The garnfin, confiding of 3000 foot, and two 
Croops of horfe, kept up a perpetual fire* and made three 
ipirited Tallies ; but the drynefs of the feafon deprived them 
the benefit they, might otherwife exped; from the canals 
and marffies with which the place was furrounded* Gene- 
ral Btck was* fince his late defeat* in no condition to offer 
them (ticcours, and PUcolomini was fully employed in oppo-. 
fing the French army. On the 7th of November^ they 6w 
the prince preparing for a general aflault ; to amufe him* a 
capuchin was difpatched to the camp* with propofals of peace 
or a truce. ' He prefented his cr^entials ; by which he was 
fully authorifed to terminate all differences between Spain 
and the United Provinces 5 but he could not deceive Henry^ 
who was not to be perfuaded, that the catholic king would 
intruft an affair of To much importance to the management 
of an ignorant prieft : yet as the impofture could not be 
deteded* the capuchin was Tent back* the reTolution of 
ftorming the towif'refffiinl, and every thing got in readi- 
nefs for that purpoTe. Upon ^his the garrifon defired to Hulft 
cajKtulace ; all their propofals were granted* except the ar- ken fy the 
tide reTpefiing religion, the prince determining* that only l^utch. 
the proteftanc religion fliould be publickly tolerated in all 
his future conquefts. The court of France refeAted this rc- 
ftridion, the queen regenf having the good of the catholic 
faith extremely at heart. D'EJtradis had orders from car- 
dinal to rpmonffrate upon this head ta the prince- 

of Orange^ who extulcd himTeff^* by alledging that the lenity 
he had *&ewa upon former occafions had incurred the fuTpi- 
cion .of the flates* aiul given brdithto $ report* of his be- 
ing hiclined to favour the doAriues of the church t)f RomP* 
iMMEi>iAT;&tv after the furrehder of Hujfit pHnee Henry 
attaficked fort ficuated between Hulft and GhM^ 

dtfeitded ^ four .nirong; baftions* welt provided* iand filled 
Wfth'i^diers* Notwit|manding this he ci^rried it by affault* 
d bloody adion that. continued fi?t hours; and by 
life* ftcured to >j|he republic 
a Ijarrier from - 

Xdifk iO and a gi^it nuitiber.of ftrong forts ■ fituated iis 

n at a fmall diftance Other. . With 

— ' ' r?: 

^ La vie'depfSse^Hitoiy* p« a4a. 
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. TbeMficry pf tjnU^d Province?, 

trafifaftioiV ended the campfaigh on the fide of the Nithiff* 
Imds^ 6 

It vifas^othcrwaya in Bra^lj notwithflanding the JBkl* 
imagined themfelves in pcrfed fecurity by the late 
triicc concluded with Th(y did not rdte£t that 

this was a meafure d.^datect by the i^w king’s neceflities, 
and that the Poriuguefe in* general bore with ill-will the 
temporary ccffion made to xhe Dutch of their conquefis ill 
Africa^ America j and the Eaji Indies. The Portuguefe am^ 
balTador at the Hague complained, that fince the crown.of 
PortugalhzA been leparated from Cajiile^ and the truce con- 
cluded with the United Provinces^ the governors had 

committed divers hofiilities a'gainft the fubjef^s of his moft 
faithful majefty ; but the Dutch deputies, far from giving 
him any fatisfa^liion, vindicated the condudi of their gover-* 
nors, and aflerted the com{^any*l5 legitimate claim to certain 
places in difpute, both on the coaft of Africa^ and in BrajiL 
Nothing could be obtained befides a provifional treaty, in 
which it was ftipulated, that the parties (hould mutually re- 
ftore all their conquefts made fince the i2th day of 
164.1, when the truce for ten years took place. The in* 
ftru<3ions however fent to the governors of their conquefls 
w^re not exprefs 5 they thercforc^M^lcfJed executing them, 
and were well fatisfied wi^h any opportunity of retaining 
places which produced great advantages in poiht of com- 
merce. During the laft year of Maurices government, all 
Brajil tailed the blefiings of tranquillity and repofe. The 
truce was rigidly obferved, zni the Portuguefe ztii Duhh 
lived in perfed amity. The fam^ harmony continued the 
year after the count’s departure ; and fuch was the confi- 
dence the repojbd in the fidelity of the Portuguefiy 

that they fuiFered their fortifications to fall to ruin,/ ?[d- 
miting thofe who were lately their bitter ^eibieSi into tivil 
and military employments, and without' fertile fupplyiitg 
thcA.with^msand ammunition, for tbe^fake of 
five price they p^fd, without iefle£Hng^upoh ihdridefi^^^^ 
to ufe them to their deftrudtioh. Now the eyes af[ 
compfuiy were opeMd bf the conhplaints of w-Periup^e 
adii^ilBidor . They rightly cofgeduf that bis 
triimses were merely ' to pallliite fq^- fchi^o%jF' 

dolen^e ' thei in agitation. Iii fad, it proved* 


'Jhtime de SilWy ViasroV of Efiafiy 

a ‘ pitted fof dxpolling ime Dmeh^Mt Of r the; 
cottnrsy^^ aiudsfeiim the oppoi^ihky of^tbe ' 

the weakneft of ard tbek^^oiifideqqO the 

Pmuguefe^y to execute h|i puipoie# He earned on a clan-f 

deftine 
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dieftine correfpindenSe withe all iht Poriuguefe kinder the 
puteb^ goVcrnittent, and readily drew them over tef his fcnti- 
rnents, particularly in t^e province Fernamhuco^ ^Thd 
viceroy nominated FitnandiZ VitUisOi perlbn of Arftine, in- 
fluence and. d^in£lion» chief of the emerprife; and Viha 
embraced the otftsi^ wjth the more readinefs, becauie, if the 
ptojed fucceeded^ he 4}lould by that means clear o(F an ac* 
count of ao6 , 000 crowns with the merchants. A 
body of i 500 .foIdiers were fccrctly fent on board a galleon 
"and ten tranfports* to furprift a place of great im- 

portance^ negligently guarded by the Hollanders:, Ocher de- 
tachments were made to ieize xx^on Serinhaofn^ Nazareth^ 
and all the ftrong'holds in the hands of the ; while 
Vieia and (xi)xtt.PoriUguefe emiil&ries were privately, levying 
troops in the'.country, and .cajoling the Dutch governors 
with all the appearances of the moft fincere friendfliip and 
hearty good-will and efteem. /They had been invited on 
the day appointed for the inforre£tion to celebrate the mip- 
tials of a Portuguefe lady ; and while they were fitting at 
table, letters arrived from the directors in Europe^ which 
gave them the iirft intimation of the confpiracy* Ail their 
addrefs was fcarce fuiBicient to extricate them out of this 
perplexed fltuation : wjth a dmirable prefence of mind,' they 
framed an excufe*Tof?8lWng a few minutes, fo piaufible, 
tljat it even deceived the Porta^ep. The governors imme- 
diately gave the alarm, .and the confpjrators finding they 
weie drfcovcrcd, fled with their urms to the woods. Both 
now had recourie to open hoflilities, and the war was re- 
fumed with redoubled animoftty. The Dut^ fired at the 
treachery of the enemy, and Portuguefe .refiinted their 
difappointment with as much raheour as if they had fuf- 
tained a i^al iniury; In.thc firfl: #ngagcment the Hifllanders 
were worfted ; but they >’b;illanced this lofs by'a viilory. at 
fcai in which the ehcihy |oft two of their beft fliips, and 

J 6o mairiher^ aijd fpldicrs. X7j>on the whole the Hdlctnders 
>ft grotihd- Gapie ReAffy and OUndoyidk in^o 

the hands kf enemy, tither by treachery, cowardice, or 
open (orceJhVfothing but pillaging, ftratagetxi and ma& 
paflfed l>eiwet^.,lhe two natioi^. The news came 
rofe tiunultUbufly to detholifh 
Iirtenfed at the infidious 
^ court khd pedple, they would :have have tore 

froih Umb,^ if the prince: of l^not:lnter- 
pkM. /The amhaffidot prbli^d, that the court of Poriu^ 
gU had no (hare and riiW they would 

feverely, ponifh the confpiratdrs ; but the ftates, well in- 
" ■’ .1 * * 2 3 formed 
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formed to ue contrary, carried iKeir complamta to the court 
. of franci^ und repreiented to the moflt chrmian king the 
jierfidy of nia fmugmje majefty *. L 
BYThffccoieans waa hid the foundation pf a new truce 
between JFrofUi and Holland. Cardinal reproached 

the Dutch with treating privately at Munftcr with the Spa^ 
niardsy and faid, that thetr fufferings was the juft 

puniihment of their treachery and diflregard of folemn trea* 
ties. At the fame time, he promifed them all poffible affift*- 
ance to revenge the infults received from the Portuguefif 
and encouraged them to ufe their utmoft diligence in de- 
fence of their fettlements in BrafiL This was propofed 
with a view to gain the entire confidence of the uates. 
However, it was accepted in the literal fenfe, and accord- 
ingly a fleet of 52 (ail was equipped under admiral Ba^cber^ 
impointed commander in chief of the naval armament in 
irnfiy the JFcJt Indies^ and the coaft of Africa^ having Sigif* / 
ntund Schuppen to ai&ft him*, and dire£l entirely the land 
operations. Thus a new war was commenced with great 
vigour on the further fide the line, which after raging with- 
out remiflion for the fpace of ten years, ended with the ex** 
pullion of the Hollanders out of BraJUy and the almoft total 
overthrow of the Wiji India company. 

Durikg the whole winter th(^Aigra/s fat at4/«^rr, 
without making any confideiable progrefs in the fcheme of 
a general pacification. The French king, perfuaded that tbb 
Stamards raifed numbers of difficulties in order to divide thp 
allies, refolved, by the advice of the queen*regent his mo- 
ther, to profeeute the war for another campaign \ for which 
purpofe he continued the ufual fubfidy to the ftates general, 
on condition they fbould maintain an army bf 20,000 foot, 
and 5000 horfet to lay fi^e to fome imj^rtant fortrefs in 
the Spfsn^ Netherlands^ ana a fquadron to block up the Spa- 
ports in Pknders* When the treaty was figned, tbo 
cardinal difpatched a melTenger^to the prince of Qrat^tt%> 
to induce him to undertake the ftege of the redudson 

of which would facilitate the defigns op It WW 

propofed to march two Fteneb armies under tiiie dukqt ^ 
Orleans and Bngwhen^ the one to ai^ft the prince, the pthdr 
to invefi divers other placei^i huMiiwy was fo aHi^l 
with the gout, and a complication of other difealCbs,, jk 
was not poffible for him to give a dire^ sfnmar, 
cardinal's proportions. « 

. . f N|rv^i,^ii, p. ijf, fffp, i|, 14. . , . 

* ^ i . * 
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* MEAKTiMS.the marquis 'dt Ca/iil Jiadriio, gwernor of 
the Spmuflt NtthefUnisf untif the arrival of theLrchduke « 

Lto^ldt having notice of |te new treaty hetween'the court . ^ 
and the republic, and the deligns fbrtnad tipon 
GhMy powerfully reinforced that city, and wrote to the 
ftates g'eneral, demanding a fufpenfion of arms, during the 
cditferences at Mur^tk, Thefe letters anfwered one eflen- 
tial 'purpofe t they aiigntented the difletifions among thepror 
vinces, fame of which were for detaching the republic fronp 
^fYancts but the ftdtes wrote back, thi^t notwithftanding 
they were perfedly fincere in the negotiations 
they could not grant the fufpenfion required, confiflently 
with their engagements to their allies $ however, under 
pretence of the prince of Orangdi illnefs, not aboye half 
the army took the field. A p}an was laid for the redudioii 
of Antwtrp j but that was likewife fruftrated by Htnry’i di^ 
eafe, which daily gained ground, and began now to alarm ^hie 
provinces. It is indeed mppofeo that he grew jealous of the 
power of France^ and advifed the ftates to haften tlw nego- 
tiations at Munjier. Befides, he refined fome of old 
prejudices harboured agait^ JRithlieUt and convinced himfelf, 
that the new minifter puriued the fame fyftem, andhent his 
whole policy to procure a fecure footing in the Nethrrbmdtf 
As to what fom^ K'ritt'R^tntion of bis jealoufy of his own 
fon, prince frtBiam, and Ris diftike to feeing him at the head 
of*anarmy, it is too improbable, and injurious to the cha^ 
rader of prince Htnty^ todeferve credit. Certain howfvef 
it is, that the SpaH0> fadion daily augmented in HsUan^ 
that the alliance with France was in the decline, and that 
Tr»n^*s blocking up Dunkirk while the Frtmhvaiijf befieged 
the town by land, was the laft inftance of friendflup thaf 
pafiled between the chriftian king the republic. VtnU 
indeed was > invefied by prince ^tllumt the fiegf waf 
ibon raifed^' by order of the ftates, under pretence tut thq 
Ibafbn was too faradvanded. , 

<>'PtlRtKO the w^e winter, the prince of Ortngf lingere 4 
under a variety, of chronical difiwde^, any of wmch were 
fjifftdient to redder (jiis life miferable, and his death cerniiik 
TwMur, the ftone. and dropfy, had reduced him to a 
fii|!letoh, aiid the excr ueiating torture in which he bad ^dTad 
(w4^ months,' not dnly mau bis temper hi^rfh and peeviflit 
iMreKen afR^nd nis ‘intelleds. To this the Frmh wirieti^ t>*&h »f 
aftrihe bis falling of! from the iatereft of Drtmuit though this tktprinct 
meafure may truly be. regarded, as a proof of his forefighfiefOrange. 
penetnition and poiiqr^ At.ieqg^,J^ns(gir yielded up his left A. D. , 
With, on the 14th of Martha in the 67th year of hil ege» 1^47* 
w-**" • ,24 ana 
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Andms fegrettedaj( a martyr to his country^, Wihg^oaght 
Oil his ilntfs ^at am4uityb ^ligence, and anxiety^ 
ivhich.hft ^liriued the iotet^s the republic, 
piiate^^Oyai^* was ever more univerfally or dc^rvediy 
SWoved. Afiaite). ^e'nerous^ noble, and above all fufpici- 
oh of deceit and thdtdfuplicjty/d huich affeSed by ftajtef- 
tntn, , he was juftly' .eimoied thS belt politician, ■ and 
'gfeateft warrior in the VmUd Previntti'. He loved virtue, 
therilhed fcience, rewarded iherit, maintained the utmal^ 
harmony among the provinces, let his foldiers an example 
of patience, vigilance, a£tivity and courage, and .fulfilled 
'every duty, of a general, “{iatriot, friend, and father of a 
family. We fpeak not of the two taft years of his life, in 
which ficknefs and difappointment would feem to have 
entirely loured his difpofition, and changed his chara£tcr. 
In' jultice therefore to his .memory, we draw a veil over 
what jprejudrced writers rflate his conduct during this 
^ried. . - 

WillUm The fame da)^ oh. which his father died, pi\nce fPiVtam 
1\. prinet jjLttOlidedj the Ita^ gMeial to ta||te the oaths, <fti being .ap- 
(fOraoge. 'minted to all the employments' ‘held by prince Hemy, 
Borne bf the provinces deferred acknowledging him ftadt- 
holder ibr a few days^Jn order t^atc^ the biafs of his 
..{ioUcy, as he was fuppofed jpclid^e to continue the war, 
and the ailiance with Pfmtt. It was propofed in tiiellaces 
of HaUand zxA}y0Pr*pland% to e;aadf an obligation from 
him, idiat he would endeavour with alt his aulity to for-* 
ward the ntygotiations at and detach the repub- 

lic' front the PrmA intereft| but fome of the mor^ byu- 
dent mendiers, apprehended left fuch, rough meafures paighf 
incjepfe- a yOiiiig- prince, full of firt^- .beloved by the n^i.T 
]i^, ftieifnniy, ai^ the people ; they therefore adyifedjhe 

- ftiites b6 ebnteht. tfaemfelvea, with/ftndmg, a.relpejpffv^ 
nrefTi^e, iref|uefting fttat he would iiiht.. ti:a.veile .theV%>l^ 
ferences at mmPtr^ or any w^ .obft'rb^..^lthe ,aegi|^ia|l^ 
earring boyith,iiipi»ff. no fopW-jloofen^IPp 

ftiey acknowledged hhn. fta4^1dec^:jand.|te? yvastifff^ 
lately pro^a^ned , this ii^la'mai^s .pf 
^dthdlder of fix ptovjispm, .OWtate^tnmi by JatlitiijM 
idihh^-g^efat'^^i^..au^lh^ aiw (fecw of 
aei^Ue,' wida ^.Xtht^^.pdWOfs.' ve^ id biax.^t,ht$!yM 

■ hftde, • ' '• 

■ ■ ’'\h%ti. ^st^^;;^e‘C^/Mr'J^;yp^fifet%'-labedring 

' a fepata^ med iwith'thb ipin^riit wHi£n'w|a:^h> 
llahtly pbftni^ hft ^ v%t(ahcgfeLdhddrera of' the 
ptetiji|K)tentiash^. ‘iBeSdes the the ftabta^^hob- 

, ^s 
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and of tb* p^icul^ ptpvinci^l ftates, tfil body of 
tiobtijty was rcprcfented ihy deputies. Itf was now 

that the foveref|nty of iSie flates general, apd^tbe eights 
of the fepprate departments of the rcpnblic^ were cftabbfli- 
ed^ No o^er terms would l>e accepted, th^n an abroiute 
independence on tbeahoufe pf Juftria^ and an univerfal ac* 
knowled^tnent of afV ' powers concerned in the nego- 
tiation, that the United. Provinces ftiould henceforward be 
Hsegarded as a free- and fovereign republic. The concef- 
fioiis made in 1609 were but prOvifional ; they were in- 
deed acknowledged by Prcincef ZnA other powers, whofe in- 
tereft it was to keep well with the provinces; but Spain 
retraced them on the renewal of the war, and other 
ilates might follow the example,, as ibon as any diifetience 
arofe with the republic. The French mlniller at the Ha^e 
remonftrated to the ftates^ on the ambiguous condu£f of 
their deputi^, and exhorted them not to give Spain an 
opportunity of accomplifbingher views, by fomenting di- 
visions among the allies^. This obliged the pleni- 
potentiaries \to declare,, that they Jhad no intention to give 
weight or force to any articles, upon which they might 
agree with the Spaniards^ unlefs they were fandified by 
the concurrence gf th^li^llies. The moll Chriflian king, 
however, ftill doubted their irgentions. In order to keep 
the ftftes ftcady, he diipatched M. Servien to the Hague^ 
where be was coldly received, and indeed affronted with 
the fuperior attention fliewn to the Spanijh^ miiiifter, who 
was fent to ballance his inAuence. Servien^ neverthelcfs, 
fupported the dignity of bis chara£fer with great addrefs ; 
but he could not alter the dlfpofition of thc^ ftates, or 
prevent the conferences carined on by the deputies JChAry/ 
and Pemt^ with the ambalTadors at Munfter. At Peace ef 

length, after abundance of altercation between the pleni- Munfter. 
.potentiaries oi Spnin^ France^ and Molland^ after the darkeft A. D. 

' iht^ues bad beefi carried on, and the fources of thc^eep- i64&. 
i^^{K)Hcy^drmned, the fbllow^^ articles oT peace were 
concluded between and the Pr&vtn:es, . That 
^ catholic majeA^ ihptdd , renounce all right aud fove- 
^jTfigniy, over thnv|c>id^ the ftatcl jrenml of., the Vnited 
J^f^nces% who wer^ hjenedorWard debated a ; free tndepen* 
Thit^hnth.'Adeslhoui^ remain the unmo- 
IcAIB pdAeffion of what they fevfi^y held* at the 
ing. of the tr eatp« the fkme . fliould' uke 

place in Afta^i AfAedy and 'Amertckn ih^iEkr^e, witfa ye- 
ip^ito the CQifqnefts the ar- 

'mtftice* In the fixth 'ifticle it was ftipulated, that the £>a- 

• nhrds 
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A'. D. niartb Ouwtd not attempt ^e'luctepfion of^etr c^Mmerce' 
1648, to-the £ift 7 M«/, and tKittRe AouM' 7 ot'm no *5ii^ 
Trtaty of t^prifes ;^aiol^ the pofielBd^^ Wd''fettlenS(fnW oF‘.tlje 
Mnnfter. je^s^f^hai crdnrh '‘Thft obligattdi^ indieW viraV 

redpocral^ aiid Efficient time allowed for~tiianfmittthg.tfte 
treat j to thdfe diftaqr cologiier. the fbvereignty of 
the repubttc wee at ' laft , Kknowledfed, and for ' efhr ef- 

tabliAed^ by that power who al&nt WpuM at the eel- 

peheeof htr blond and treailire, with an pbfliiiacy, hetdly 
to- be partdelled th hiftoryr. , ' ** 

FRANCE^ however, accufed the republic of ingnt' 
French defeating the interells • of d nation, the chief 

kiwreftnts jofttument of her prefent felicity, opulence, and fhdepen- 
the/epa- dencO.- Tht Dutch were upbraided with a grofs Violation 
ratt peace of ‘heir engi^oients, to accept of no feparate terms, until 
jlruck up the demands of their allies were fulfy fatishin) j but they 
iy the re- julHhed thcntfelves, by demdndratine the hecefBty of a 
public. • peace} the- private views ol card^hal'^iAzdrru in protra6i;- 
ing the war, and the frivplou^s di Acuities raifed about 
Lerrmn. The ambaffadors of thc-' ftates waited upon the 
plenipotentiaries, and aflbred; them, that had they 
one day longer deferred figning the treaty, Spain was re* 
folved to br'eak off the n^otiation } .but this Would not 
appeafe their clamours. They ^N^ed,« that the republic 
ought, at leatt, to have walfed the return of the courier 
difpatched to Madrul, by the count de Pignaranda. To 
remove this load of calumny, the ftdtes ufed all their influ^ 
ence to reconcile the two efOWhs; but they w^e told by 
M: Severmti that affairs bad takeii a new turn, and his 
majefty now. thov^t hiihfelf atlibeity to a^.without cpn> 
fult^iig’ the** republic, whbfe cbndudt had abfolvedhim froth 
his engageii^dtir.- He {kid} Ae mediatton Of the prOyin> 
<^s Would bb^lttlj^dd} 'ahd-thO "pnly. ^pafaittoii^ of theit 
errht ^now ppffible,, was to refufe rdrifyihg the freatjr, un^ 
til the court of Fratite hii tlme' tp oembnftr^j^e Aait all ^ 
c^ilttfdlmns geherarpaeHi^tb^ ahif^ ffoih thci w' 
laysjknd -intrigues bribe mipiftry.- 'Speiit dmt0' 

thfubmit ibe‘ di^nte to' 'Ab'iHdfHtibw'of. the nates 
thia- FrehiS: ^ebfbdtch 1 ^aHbs ..'d|^U|ed}' .^hicH '' ferii!^‘ 
tiMt -ihpfe'to ittlfthde 

own. ndkAbes^’" Ae inoA 

thA.,1dng.- ;■ |^ufhAi'^"''|he'.^S^pSM|^:‘d^ntSb"'i«^^ 
ed'’mqir'’‘Ahb<idNg^%hd ff^Ved'Ai; AahttI oT 

f BAswifpi»<H».-V^d5r 


which 
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Vhlbh t^y bad c^dttfted thte w^ty .negotbtioA S.ooa, 
after tbeirarrival^ k|«o letters Fremh']^^ Let^s 

prefaced to the aflembty* kherein be teptoaclted me ftates fnm the 
with perfidy* and the infrefiion of the mod fobrn^n ten- ^ 
gwements with the greateft benefador - of this rfipublic. France. 
TheCe remonftr^hces produced however. nP efiedi. The 
ftates’ tmagihed that S^«wa$ >'i)ow fufficiently weakened* 
and it waa their bufiae(s*to prevent the FrtaA from, grow- 
ing too powerful) and extending their domintons on the 
of th^ Hethtrlands, In vain therefore did Imwi’s am- 
bafladors folicit the provinces to delay ratifying the treaty ; 
in vain did they endeavour to excite divifions,’ and foment 
difeord among the members of the aflembly : the fame 
policy which had hithetto induced the Dufeo to continue 
the war, ainidft their civil dUfitofions, and under the pref- 
fure of poverty, .fatigue, and ‘famine, now impelled them 
to ratify the treaty lately figned. Accordingly the 15th 
of Miy was appointed for the*exchange of ratifications, 
which was performed with the ufual lolemnides, to the 
great fatisfa&ion of all the parties, except the king of 
France. On the fame' day, of the enfuing month, the peace 
was proclaim^. Imthis manner ended that tedious ne- 
gotiation of Murder, by which tranijuillity was again re- 
ftbre,d to the Vmjnd FssgijpefSr and that fovereignty e^*? 
bHihed, for which they^ad ftruggled for near a cen- 
tuw*. , • 

Scarce was the pea^e of the republic reftored, when 
(he was aliiioft involved in frefh difficulties with the elec- 
tor of Brandenburgby whodontanded reftitucion of certain, 
plates in the duchy ‘of Cteves, poV lequefterbd ,in the 
hands of the fta^. general. > He fent ambaflhddh, to the 
Hagtft^ under pretence of • contrading a new ^fiance with 
the provinces, ^tin fa^ to make a demand, hy no n^hs' 
agreeable to the Hell/a^s. The elcdor procui^ die 
ethperotV mediadoo, but U was litde regarded. The ftatea' 
ppp^ptorily ye^fefi coB^vlhg .#ith the demand, be^ule 
t^ , claim sf,, the d^e of yet abutted, 

a^;they iauft...bf;;re%oofible for the (dacet entrufted to' 
tj^ijr^ .'care. Thfk^aaiipnfy. a plaufible bretext, is Sbain 
ha^^w whofty'null^i^fhed the btenm’ of that prihctf, 
w^.i^tob leeabaifihirttfelf to fti^tt. his pretenfions^ 
fwinnow faw hiiti^f(!,pader.th4imc<ifi|iy' of alone fup^- 
' ‘ a wir aninit '.tb^ iei^ moiiat^ : Efe; 

of . the.affifu^ of the i^peit^ tui i^e phe haitd^. 


'* Li<CLBae,.tQi8|,.&’.|A^.,Aiai, 
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tnobliCi Ind had the couragei the one at the age of eighty- 
tight) aiXl the other of feventyfeight ycarS) to embark ia 
the^egtli^of winter) when the cold wa$ intolerable^ for 
Englandj where they arrived in the month of Fthrueaj. 
They were received with ref^£t ; jthcy pleaded the royal 
caufe in terms the moA pathetic ; (Ait all their endeavours 
to ftem the torrent of fanaticiPm, cunning and cruel am- 
bition, proved fiuitlefs. Charles loft his head upon rjjirv 
block, to the eternal difgrace of the Britifi nation. 

No fooner was the news of the king's execution come to 
the Haguey than the prince of Orange communicated the 
fatal event, by one of his chaplains, to the prince of Wales i 
while the clergy thought it their duty to wait in a body on 
that young jirince, with compliments of condelance. This 
proceeding was condemned by the ftates, as^ equally impo- 
litic and unconftitutional ^ their fpeech to the prince of 
Wules was forbid to be printed, but it foon became publici 
notwithftanding it was apprehended that the Engltjh parlia- 
ment would take offence at certain flattering expreffions, 
and that warmth of regard (hewn to the royal Tamily. But 
though the ftates general induftrioufly avoided the publica- 
tion of every thing which might difeuft tbg infant common- 
wealth of Englandy the ftates of ^fmtand could not difpenfe 
with the civility of fend^n^a deputation of condolance lo 
the prince of Wales \ even the ftates general tbemfelves 
waited upon the young prince, in deep mourning, and 
complirhented him with the appellation of king» mough 
they declined congratulating him on his acceffion to the 
throne of ];is anceftors. 

It was next deliberated whether the republic Ihould re- 
cal her ambaffadors from Lemtpny and give audience to the 
envoy fent by the parliament of £nglan4* Mr. ^inland 
had long ferved the parliament with fidelity and capacity, in 
quality of minifter, at the Hague, He now demanded au^ 
d'refiee of the ftateid general, as public amba&dor from th#. 
EngSfi commontveaith $ in^ which he was oppofed by Sin 
Wittikm who had for feveral years refiqed HelbmJk 
as envoy froui Charles t. This gentleman’s remonftiaxwes 
werefp pchiirerfully feconded the prince qf Qra^gtf and % 
par^ he had fohned in favbrir of t|ie that Siri&)a0F% 
credentiab were, ^er violent Contefts, ^ 

, thn tnifln^s was in agitation, an^accidMt^cm^ 

* nirfed, ' Which Sad'klmoft deftroyed all ifee prudent fl^eaaai 
f neutrality fi^rmed by the rppii^Uc* Sknjlaut, a civilufn^ 

OvTHRts, book lih Le Cttae, \m. ii. fub ana. 
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and native of HoUandt enaplo^'d in condu^jig..lie charge mtnt, h 
againft the .late king,, ws novt lent by the pa^iament iamur^ed. 
affift StriHland,' The par# he ai^d in late l^ribfe tra- 
gedy rendered hkn odious to aU.the royaIifls» whoiflocked 
in crouds to -the little cOutt Kept upby.^i^/u 11. in the 
-neighbourhood of the Hagtu. As he was fitting quietly at 
fupper, certain perfoits, malked, violently forced open his 
lodgings, and after'allaifinating him, retired wimout being 
Ki 4 )Hefiioned, or at all fufpedted of the inurder. The whole 
province was in motion at fa flagrant a breach of tHe laws 
of nations s a reward' was. offered for difcovering the af- 
fitffins ; but, however, the ftates aSed fo carelefsly, that the 
parliament, harbouring fufpicions of their fiddity, made 
ramidaints to M. Jaaonmi ; and in truth, SiriSkmd turned 
the whole udth fo much addrefs to the advantage of his 
mafters, that the leading men in Holland grew impatient for 
the king’s quitting the province and even the dominions of 
the republic. Yet ftill the ftates general perfilled in refufing 
Strialimd^a credentials, under various pretences. ; upon 
which he threatened to retire. The ftates of Hollandt' ap- 
prehending a rupture with England, which could not fail 
of Roving extremely prejudicial to the commerce , of 
the province, fsnt renu gnftrances to the ftates general, 
charging them with alU the <ponfequences of SirUflamts 
(tepar^re. Upon this they wene, forced to apalogife to 
the envoy, and to gain time by referring ^ matter to 
the provincial ftates. 

It was the true policy of the republic to keep dear of (he *"* 

civil divifions which, at that time, alflidbed hoth-Franu and ’<f 
Great Britain ; but it was difficult to vvaye the iibiicttations • 
of the Engli/h monarch, fupported by the .intereft'.of the * 
prince of on .one fide, and' of the intriguing ikSb 

itnrin, ofi the other. ' This biify prelate infui'rated to the 
prince of Orange, that the rOyal family in. EttgUmd 
. entirely ruined; his infliience and power mHft.qece^t^.de- 
eKne, unteft 'he 'was ftrongly linked in .alliance wi$ the 
crown of From. His defigtf 'was to iiivqlye the provkades 
'%v«:fi:efh' w4irfyvith ^ain j hiu^tbe' prince e^p^.hta lucre, 
a^.*.«ehetraMd’ hid,idew$«.. He informed 

envoy, of' tiA ;impOffibility or.Ccriytng prq^ 
'iMC<|eimcutio», -h^ pafs throiimh tbe jpreytnCtal 

' fiills,. and thc.refilbl of; one.dhy was .to.frrnfficate 

defign. fhfted in ijl^^attemipt,'. ^iWcardinal Ant 
4i4. hfs-utm^ tfo 

|piK(tnt4he]^^S ftom etttcr^'jntar'any ejagageitKBtawitb 
thaji>arjliam<int of Se^lvui, and to condud him^ with fuch 
... 4 . ' • ■ caution 
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- caution tpt it IhoUd ^not imagined Front* at all jitt^r-t 
Isofed in tne'alBkif^ of dbC ire^ltblie, while tfie catdiii^. Wai"^ 
iMgodani^iariHi/(»V^tad't>0«W/. * "'\-X 

Wmi^wBrt^t was del^Iy et^aged in this negotiaHon^' 
M. U jBra'sr arrived at the in quality df env^ ftoin 

thfe catholic king.. Tlie pdvinces of ZeomJ and 
who had ndt 'yet n^iiied the tteaty §lf Ohinty ^6p{>o(ed bia. 
reception^ notwitbulinding which his public entry r^as al-' 
low^. Nothing indeed could be more glorious to the re* 
public than this open declaration of her fovereignty, by asr 
exprefs embaiTy from the king of Spain ; and the brnhafiador 
took particular care to fow his difcourfe thick with the flat- 
tering' terms of Mighty Statty Fhurifiing FUpi&lky' .and 
Swereigtt PeepU, which (iroduced a good efledl oA the minds, 
of the dates general. ' Yet this only regarded externals,' 
and the civilities be met with for as tO the real intention 
of his embafly, he made no progrefs ; the republic refolv* 
ing, as long as poffible, to'bbrerve the 'drived neutrality. 
The affair of Franhndal was the mod difficult piaft of his 
cotiimiffion. The Spaniards had pofiefied themlblves of that 
place, and the eleiSor palatine, to whom it belonged, ds* 
manded reditution. The dates general fupported the eJeeW 
tor. Who was violently perfecuted by the emperor,' and the 
SpMtards were at a loft how tqsjfcfermicie. At lad they 
confented to the reditution i-,poh tliofc conditions, that (he 
catholic religion ihould„'be eftablifbed in the palatinate;' 
that a free pafiage diould be granted to the Spaniards •, that' 
they diould be allowed a place of arms, and that the re<> 
public would oguarantee thefe conditions. This, together 
with fome depredations committed by the LorrainerSyipithe 
neighbourb%od of Bttfledsu J certain difputes concerning 
Bhtnitrg ; and an old qitarrel With the bifliop of Biegfy ' 
were the mlje^ of /e negotiation. 

about this time that the graml prior of the ord^r of . 
St.Ji^«f Jirssfalmyaii\i^i\aHolmdyVs^ttaid4aYi thecii^^ * 
mai^ries'of fltoamd iO' the provinces. Fiid^ i. yard^ 

of difficulties aieife about the honours to be paid to the gram . 
prior {'but this a^f behi# ai^ud^, the dates ehter^ niipf 
^ a ne^tiationWitb him»^tmie%;^r6dueed hOthibg bat uTdim'. 

7reaihs ait«»mi0h. '' It w:it '■ 

•withDtor am|>aiffiKfori 'Wiio bt tblb fisie w^udii otnty of 
mark. ^ and' rwdwqpriiO between we eroWh tid'l$^maHt end 

putffio oi^€^ 

IkuieefriM^' Wine' recipr«K^^'b6a1iifl'#'a|^' 
taclcedi wdtb' 4 bbd men;^ iid to ihitMij^^ 

widt the iqign^ to vli^ dowm Ids araH^' And dihR^wer« 

< -Wuratinn*' 
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bitration. The treaty of redeoipdon regulatedithe duties 
Oft all HuiA merchantme^paiiing through the S^nd to the 
BdtUy about which thereliad been great dirpute|i Ij^ead* 
of ratihg each (hip according to her tonn^e, it wsS agreed 
to pay a certain fum yearly *for the free paflage of the Sound \ 
however, this expediwt was difpleafing to iome of the pro- 
vincesi and highly re&ntcd by the Hans towns, as injurious 
to their coainierce, efpecialiy as a Dutch fquadron, not ex- 
ceeding f )ur men of war, was allowed to pafs unqueftioned 
into the Baltic"^, Sweden likewife complained loudly of an 
al'iance which mull necelTarily break off the good harmony 
between that kingdom and the republic, and queen ChriJIina 
plied the dates with remondrances, which palTed unre- 
garded. 

The ftates^ having, eftablilhed the foreign concerns of the A. D* 
republic upon the moil fohd footing that the circumllances 1650* 
of afFairs would admit, appliecib their attention to the fi- 0/ li Hi of 
nances, which were brought into great diforder by the long the awl 
continuance of the wfir, and the confufion that reigned for deffenfions 
a feries of years in the provinces. The intereft of public 
debts was reduced, becaufe the province of Holland bad of- 
fered to furnilh money for the payment of all who deflred 
to be reimburfed.^ Ho^^er, the public credit was fo well 
eftablilhed, that not a^tgle greditor fought to withdraw 
hi; ftock ; by which means the intereft of debts became too 
large f<^r theftated revenue. To rempve this difficulty, cer- 
tain taxes were impofed on the barony of Brsdb, and the 
diftriA of BotfltduCi becaufe thofe lands were e;{(empted from 
taxes during the war. The inhabitants, who had paid 
heavy contributions to the Spamardt^ complaii^ed of the 
hardlhip of being rated on a looting with countries that 
had paid nothing. Ptojeds were delivered to the fiates, to 
obviate the objediqn, but none of the remedies applied 
penetrated to tne bottom of the difeafe : one of the expe- 
d|Mts propofed by tjie ftates of Holland was, the redu^ioci 
or the triraps} which the prince of Orai^tt fupportMby 
the council of ft^te, warmty oppofisd, while all the princes 
and ftates were armed on the frontiers of the republic. The 
dispute rofe bi^, and yet the whole dilFerenee of opinion 
trivial ; the prince inftfting that a ftaod<i*£*^^^ 

26,200 foot and 3^ horfe fhould be nudmained } whilp 
the,i^rovince of mlkntd aifivted that 25,000- foot and 
27^ hprfe vyerp ful^jent ibK Ac protettion of Ae re- 
pu^. . tt la prohaUe. their awpiouty was ntore deeply 

BasHAO>,‘p. 161/ At‘fzRMA,'iih. XXX. p. 68. 
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rooted, Ltnd this ocoafion only feized as a cover to their real 
defigoS'U Hellaml had taken cefraiii meafures reTpeding the 
pajKtient^ of tHe troops, without confultkig the prince and 
council of ftate ; and this proceeding was not only refented 
by the prince and council, but by all the officers of the 
army, and the ftates general themfelves, who regarded it as 
an infra£tion of the union. At thA time a deputy from the 
province of HiUand prefided tn the ftates general, and he 
laboured to prevent the aflembly from taking any refolittW''' > 
contrary to his inftrudions from the ftates of his province ; 
but finding he could not ftem the torrent, he reiigned the 
chair, and was fucceeded by a deputy of GueMerland^ who 
proceeded to revoke the order of the ftates of Htllandy in 
confequence of a great majority of voices. Determining to 
fupport this deciiion, their high mightinefies fent exprefs 
orders to all the officers of the army, not to obey any di- 
reSions they might receive from the ftates of HoUand^ unlefs 
they were confirmed by the authority of the ftates general ; 
the governors of the frontier towns had fimilar orders ; and 
the deputies of HoUand ^toxtitcA againft'this proceeding, as 
Difptnet injurious to their iibenies. In the end, the fieadinefs of 
hnveen the ftates of HoUand^ and the iluduattng councils of their 
the prince high mightineiTes, afforded the oj^nec o/ Orange the oppor- 
c/'Orange (unity of puQiing his an^itioSf views. Attended by the 
juppoHcd . council of ftate, and count da Najau governor of Frijehmd, 

^ he waited upon tl\e* ftates general, praying their migh> 
ftates g’tte- to forbid the governors from making the reforma- 

'tbe’in-: gartifons required by the ftates of HtlUmdj 

‘Vince “of deputation to each town of that province, to 

Holland. tl'C magiftrates to alter their fentiments. The de- 

puties of Holland and GueUetdand oppofed this requeft, be- 
caufe the deputies pf Frifektnd^ Grtni^en^ and Ovetyffolveen 
ablent ; but a refolution paffed in favour of the prince, and 
the defired deputation was difpatched.' They proceeded firft 
ta^trdrethf, where they were badly received, and infiitted 
by a refolution of the magiftrates to hold no conffiRiwes 
with the prince of Oran^ or his deputies. The ptbice in 
perfon joined the dq^iuties, but no ear- was given to b(e<re- 
mopftrances i upon whkfa he fet out for the BriUtiHpmKi 
RoUtrdamt and the other towns, where bis reception' :Was 
little belter than > at JO^eiroth- Ate^eriam lent two iMr^ 
maften as foe ns TsrgM, 'to Kqaeft of the prince nePto dt- 
lempt cDiatring ftut eta;y,>liecaufo they -txmld not 
wuriieaeo with his tratnv whkbwaa pmtty numerovs. Mile 
fiill jinrfii^ bn jowrncj, a focond deputation .was font to 
ocquaink hit that bf ^opofed boaouriiig the 
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<al]r wjtb-a vife’as gomnor ef th^-^vince; bte would ie 
ceceivod'vkh all the relpeft due to his birth and (fte dignity 
•of his office ; but he couM not beiadmltted a^a'depu^ 

<frQtii‘ the ilates general* becaufe the deftgn of his ^ba% 
•a{)peared-dangerous. On bis arrival in the neighbourhood 
of the city, be'could* procure no relaxation in the cohdi- 
tbns, and therefore proceeded to MieHemt where the nta- 
gfflrates difplayed. the fame averilon for the refblutions of 
ftates general. ' In Norih tiolland the prince met with 
more civility ; however, the magiftrates of Medetnblit fent 
•to acquaint him that the roads were fo bad, and the town 
fo fmall for the accommodation of bis retinue, that they 
•Could not hope for the honour of a vifit. 

On bit return the prince complained Joa'dly to tbe.ftates 
general of thtf conduA of the 'cities,' particularly of Amjier^ 
againft which he rnvei^ed bitterly, ordering his fpe6ch 
■to be printed, to render it mere pubKe, hoping, by this 
means, to cnflame the minds of dtC people, and efpecially 
of the clergy, whO' were devoted to his intereft. The de- 
puties of Amjierdam, who were prefent when this fpeech 
was delivered, expreded their sflonifliment that the prince 
'fliould have particularly aimed b'is refcntmeht at their city^ 
yrhen feveral oth0 h?da ^ed in )uft the fame manner. 

They vindicated the conduct qf the magiftrates, and their 
meamr^s were approved by the ftate| of tiaUandy who, in » 
public manilefto, declared that the ftates general hs[d no 
right to fend a deputation to the feveral cities,' wbkh loolcedi 
*» if they wanted to gain them without thh confeqt Of thO 
provincial ftates. ' 

Th£ return of admiral dt 'Wtt with a ilcidy,* ftiattered 
fteet, augmented the civil divHtons. This officer, perceiv- 
>big the impoffibilhy of recoverhig the lofles iatety fuftatned' 
in the ;Br^, returned,' without theconfent of tbecouUctl 
(^hiiibed in that country by the ftates general. Loud 
O^plaints were made by the coimcil. againft the ad%ral 
amd'hin officers, Vrho were hhiricd for the imfcarriageof 
the Otpedition. It was uiged that he hadi formed 'hot a 
ftngle enterprife, that he' let’ft^ feveral opportunffies. of 'Ve- 
■irieiril%'the affitira ^ >the Compai^, that he bad quitted tho 
againft- thoexprefl . order or the cotihcil, and diat ho 
hhdtiarried oft all the provifiohy' ahd- left the cempaily's feiv 

effii£ts-m theehdfd|ow*r of their enehiies. lit j, . • 
^riMva^ftnd the prikeo^of at'h^i.adiniral $ 

oechfed by- tbo fta^ea of Zt^Mdt and toppOrted ^ 
the ftates -of Hdkmdt who feared that his Pwtugiuft 
would their ibips mikhipons,' ahd'piohibit Uieir trsi^g 
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to the c of Guihea^ if the war was pfofecuted in tlie 
Brafis. (At the fame time the Altes general ifliied orders to 
thec^dmii^^lty of Jmfterdam^ to <&>nfine the fix captains who 
accompanied^/?^/; and this produced a violent altercation, 
the ftates of Holland tnfifting, that the order was a violation 
of their rights ; it was an encroachownt on their fovereignty 
to impnfon by any other authority •Within tbp limits of their 
jurifdidtion. The dates general quoted precedents, and, 
befides, urged, that reafon didlated that all officers who Md 
their commiffions from them, Ihould be fubjedl to their au- 
thority, in whatever province they might happen to refide. 
In a word, the captains were confined by order of their 
high mightinefles, and the prHon-doors were forced by the 
magiftratcs of Amfterdam^ and the prifoners fet at liberty. 

determined upon revenge, had the fix deputies of 
Holland arrefted, at the head ot whom was Jacob de Wit^ an 
old burgomader of Dordrnljt^ and the father of the famous 
penfioner dc IVtU After being fome time confined in fepa- 
rate apartments in the prince’s palace, they were fent under 
a dronGc guard to the Cadle of Louejietn. Determined to fup- 
port this bold attempt on the privileges of his country, tVtl- 
liom detached a bi^y of forces under the count de NaJfaUy 
tovf^ris Jtnjlerdam^ in hopes o|^,ceducij]|^ the magidrates to 
his terms, by menaces and tli^ terror of a fiege His 
mcafiires were concerned with fo much fecrefy, and^purfjed 
with fuch vigour, that the troops were in motion before 
the magidrates had any fufpicion of his intentions. Had it 
^ not been for fdme unforefeen accidents, the city mud cer- 
tainly, without driking a blow, have fallen into his hands. 
Amfler* Vfm'k the news fird arrived at Antfterdcmty that the army 
dam /if- <tvas on their march, of the four burgomaders regent, one was 
Jigged. ' dead, two were abfent» and Bttzitr alone left to provide 
for the defence of the city. He was well fupported, how- 
ever, hy<. M, Nydeex^ert an infirm ma^flrate,^ whole dili- 
geQce, galjantiy, and public fpirit, was now confpicuoullv 
exerted in the defence of liberty. So popular were thele 
two magiftrates, that the people flocked to them with ofiers 
of their fervke. Immediately the ramparts were mounted 
with cannon, the garriibn put in arms, the fitipt cleared 
out fbr the defence of the harbour, and every other meafure 
taken for making the moft vigorous refiftance. The couiicijl 
met, to deliberate whether the fluices ^uld be opened, and 
the neighbouring counfey laid under water, in order to 
Afreep away by one fatal firoke the whole army of t^,ltW’ 
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fiegcts 5 l>flt a'flhlorcnioder|te opiniojn prcvattmg, « Was re- 
foived only to -drdwn fuch warts of thfe tieighbourhlod as ted 
tothe wcakcft ^fts of the city. Every inhabita<t^»A in 
motion, and the fallors in particular cpntributed with the 
utmoft alacrity towards the fafety of this great emporium 
of Europe,. On the dj^unt’s arrival he found his projeft 
was difconcerted, and his* force too incbnfiderable to att(impt 
inveiling fo extenfiVe a city. He gave notice of his dif.ip* 
“"ptJhttment to the prince or Orange^ ivho was highly cha- 
grined, toTee a plan drawn out with fo much earc fo unex- 
pededly foiled,, and his honour and authority ftained and 
defpifed : but imagining his prefence would retrieve all 
things, he communicated his delign to the Hates general, 
and inftantly let out for the armv, attended by great num-^ 
bers of the nobility and officers of dillinftion. On his way. 
he met with M. de Beev&wert.^ a gentleman. defeehded from 
the houfe of Najfau^ a friend tor the prince, but an enemy 
to this attack upon the liberties of his country. Relblving, 
if poffible,' to obviate the fatal confequences which might: 
enfue from the obfHnacy of the parties^ he led the prince to 
an eminence, and bid him from thence behold the vaft body 
of water in the power of the magiftrates of Amfierdam^ 
with which thy cSuld o.^iwhelm his whole army, if they 
refolved to pum matters to extaemities. This demonftra- 
tion was equally concife and concMfive. William irtftantly 
felt its convidion, and entreated M. Beeverwtrt to go' im- 
mediately to the Hague to acquaint the ftates general with 
his danger, and procure an order for recalling •himfelf and 
the army ; the only meafure which could fave his honour 
WrtiLE M. BeeOerwert was employed in this aflFalt, 
negotiation commenced between the prince and the magif- 
trates of Amflerdam. William had wrote to them, ' defiring 
they would ^d four deputies, to confer with him upoil the 
fiibje£t of ah accommodation. As the magiftrates began 
already to feel the ihconveniencies.of a fiege, they 
the.more readily to the propofaf. DtlTenfion had thus^’^arly 
begun to iliew itfelf in the city; A variety of libels vme 
pubHlhed, taxing the magiftrates with holdii^ a (beret ciir-^ 
ref|^hdence with the parliament; This allegatioit 

WasTounded upon ^Eieierfiffirwyziipc to tb tnahage 

tl^'l^airs of thephhrmce With 

ik^mUdng an emba% from the rb^ublSe. ^ NbtMng could 
the muhiftrates moreodiou^^an facte ain^deu&tioii ; 
the merchants ajpliirebedded that a fiegb would 

« ZiaCiftnertOm;^ p^aoo; 

A a 3 ftop 



TJk Hijiory of tbe^ United Pr6vinces, 

ftop tbel courfe of exchange; and hurt thetf credit* 

Verc th A motives which influetved the magifttates to enter 
upon ^ negotiation, and the prmce artfully augmented. the 
fears of the citizens, by threatening to convert the (iege in- 
to a blockade. To this may be added the little dependahee 
placed by the magittrates in the ^her cities, who coh^ 
tented themfelves with murmuringf at this attempt on tbefr 
liberty, without enteiing upon any meafures of refiftance. 
In thefe circumftances the following articles were mutt-II/' 
ligned : That the prince fl:iould be received in the city with 
all the honours due to his dignity, and paid to his anceftors 
in the fame office. Tliis condition vvas flipulated merely 
to fave the prince’s honour^ for, apprehending the popular 
indignation, Jic never made his entry : that the city of Jm- 
fierdam Ihould engage to pay the arrears due to the troops 
which the province had dilbanded : that the magiftrates 
fhould ufe their influence ^ith the ftates of Holland^ to ef- 
fect a public reconciliation : and laftly, that M. Bitzker 
ii*xd liis brother, notwithflanding the many fervices they, 
had done to the houfe of Orange^ and the ihitc, and not- 
withftanding their prefent flrenuous efforts in defence of 
freedom, fliould be ftripped of all their employments, and 
rendered incapable of being re^nftated. The 

council obftinateJy oppoferf this^aft article j but thofe two 
excellent citizens inliftSd upon refignipg, offering theVn- 
felves a voluntary flwirificc for the public tranquillity. In 
this manner terminated this dangerous civil war, which had 
brought the* rcjSiiblic on the biink of deftrufticn. /^"/7- 
UanCs defigns were now obvious j and all, with v;nc voice, 
accufed nim c.'f betraying his country, and ufing thofe 
forces entrufted to his care for the protection of the repub- 
lic, tp the purpofes of ambition, and the fuppreffion of 
public liberty. Happily, pci haps, for himfelf ant) his 
country, he was feized with the fmall-pox, of which he 
peath and tbc^ixth day of November^ while he was projefiing 
fbaraaer fchemes of revenge, which might, poffibly, involve HoUarid 
of the in a. more dangerous civil war than what the provinces had 
t>f juft experienced. As his virtues were univerfally acknow- 
pr^ge. ledged^ and his ambition dreaded, his death occafioned 
equal joy and ^ief^ in the provinces. The friends of the 
boufeof hjm as the worthy fucce(]^ of 

^ bt^ b^nd^/fnceftorsi cut off in the bloom .and vigour of 
life f vidiile* the . ^ien^ libeny at the ev^ntV^ai 

froth the immediate inter{K>f^ pf prdvidehf^^m 
tbeirtehalf. The j^ple, whp jihagmed tbeipfe|^es 
preyed by the rigid exettion oThis autbWiVy, 
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iflt}«ceat in their feftivi^ and public rejoicings! bonefires 
^bUzed in every town alilaoft in Hcllandj and n^dals were 
^ruckf infulting the meffiory of a prince who |iigh(^ have 
died loved and revered, had he known how to Rioderate 
thpjfe high paflions which ever prove ruinous in a popular 
government ^ (A). • 

WlhhI4^ had®fet at liberty the prifoners confined in The prifo- 
the caftle of Lonveiftein^ on condition they fliould not be re- nersre- 
.Aared to their employments ; but his remains were fcarcely leafed and 
cold, when the deputies were reinftated with fuch diftinc- rcinjiaudf 
tions, as could not but be rcg.'id d as an infult to the de- 
ceafed. Even the court was <!’;iJed into parties, and en- 
gaged in oppofitc interelts. 1 ixe princefs dowager, mother 
to the late ftaJtholder, was It fs fenGble of the death of her 
fon, becaufe binder his gov'efiiment flit* loft that authority 
which Ihe enjoyed in the lifetime of father. As to the 
young princefs his w.tlow, already affluSted with the mif- 
fortunes of htr royal lather and family in England fhe be- 
came inconfolabie, until it pleafed heaven to revive her 
hopes, and moderate her grief, by the birth of a young ' 
prince, eight days after the death of his father. 

As the ftate^ general had been ftrongly linked with the 
prince of Ot^unge^w thf^%Gmie intereft, his fudden Jofs caufed 
a general conifernation ^n tha|^ ailembly, of which he was 
rtie and invigorating principl*^ though he had no voice 
in the ftares. Their fit ft refolution^was, to notify this fa- 
tal event to all the provincial ftates. Holland was nofooner 
acquainted with it, than the ftaces met i(3 cieiiberate on the 

^ Basnage, p. 177. La vie de princes diemoifnt da Orange^ 
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fA) ^T/’/ZfWs genius was vail 
ana comprehenfive. Though 
he had never been in the field, 
he was deemed a great general, 
inheriting the qualities of a hero 
from bis ancellors, which he 
improved by the clofbft appli- 
cation and moft intenie ftudy. 
His . conftttMtion was fatumioe, 
hh filepce remarkably, and all 
bif paffions ablR^r^d in that 
fi gU one of ambifjion. His 
/i>on was not only bandlbiiie. 
'4ad elegant; bat feature of 
ftce iieahtifid> an^ pu^y. 


At his death, he was only |n the 
24th year of his age, yet he 
had made great progrefs in the 
mathematics, fertifickcibli, ana 
all the fciences, at the fame time 
that he fpoke fluently the La- 
//», Frenehj, Italian^ 

Spanijhf and High Dutch* In a 
wordr im was a prince, who, 
had he been {eated on a throne, 
wo^d equally bavecominanded 
eSeem end refp#,.. ‘ Vid. La 
yijp des <fo ip1ef9n.de 

Orange* 
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7he ftaiis ncceflary ilfieafurcs. They charged their deputies . 

^Hol- the ilatcs j^enera.U that they wof Id facrifice theft rc/ent-sv 
Jand r£- ments to tlfe public good, and ftrlAly adhere to the cOijdi-- 
€cncikei Motions oP the union of atid the reformed rehkioht 

the ftatii agreeable to the decree of the fjrnod of Dordrecht, Ne^t; 
gtneraL jgey refolvcd uppn fending a deputatigh to all the province^# * 
to conjure them to fend to ^tHa^e deputies from their ^ 
own bbdy, to deliberate on the prelent cifciittiftan^ces of the 
republic. The projc£t was approved by the ftates gcneflffj”" 
and the deputation, was well received in all the provinces, 

A third refolution of great importance to the province, Hke^ 
wife pafled the lbte$ of Holland, It was determined to litnit 
that influence alTumed by the counts of HoRand and the 
ftadtholders, in the elcdion of the magifijates of the 
cities, by which they often gained an undue influence in 
the provincial ftates, and the aficmbly of the ftates general 5 
and to referve to themfelves the nomination to public offices, 
to military preferments, and all employments of profit or 
power. Th^y likewife ordered that the guards about the 
prince Ihould be the troops of the province, and that all the 
ri gilts and prerogatives, ufurped by the ftadtholder, fbould 
now be annexed to the Ibvereignty of the ftates of Holland^ 
All the remonftrances of the your^ princefs dowager had 
no effed. The infant fon was ftripped in the cradle of 
the honours enjoyed by hi^ ancefiors, and fupported with k 
dignity that rendered their names immortal. Zealand fol* 
lowed thje example of Holland^ and feieed the opportunity of 
recovering all .the‘ prerogatives of the province. 

Though the princeS dowager was differently aiFefled 
with her dUughter-iii-law at the death* of her fon, (he 
ftill laboured for the aggrandizement of her grandfon from 
the moment of h<s binb, and with that view, wrote cir* 
cular fetter^ to the/provinces, perfuaded it would give uhKt 
verfal ftrtisfa&ion, that the ^luftrious family of the founders 
of the republic was not eiettn^, and that a child hoetti 
who ^omd fupport the edifice , reared by ^ hands 
anceftors/ ShiS hoped Itkewife^. that the ftates would Jnveft ^ 
the Infant With all tho d|gm|dea 
thev delibmted> uTOnthatfub}(^»<>; N^ 
miftaken in hki on the alTe^nV thb plpfl^ t r 

^ bdweyat thtJy , wiA the ^ ^unlbltwh, of t|fe fete q 

prince, they loved ^he rejjpn^ the 

the.^hly ieftikihiD^ bldi^^^tl^eiberbesVm 
the pinvihees frdm^tylahny^ 

pccuHkr gift4)f heaven, ^^o ftcuire ftett rpligioer^^vli^tW^ 
againft futiire enlcrciobmeiits. However, c&e ftMes d 
* < ’ ' contented *' 



witlj apwmife to. the'princcfe 
th^p Wdirf(J\iforward her Jettcr^^^ the provincipl ftates, 
thdiijgh^they could not hot think creating a new ifac^hSlder 
unftafonable, as tbejouth of the prince required a Ueutcniint. 

.WILL I A M ihe Thirds like Ktrcujes^ was from his 
birth to encounter di/B?jjlties. Th^ firft clifputes arofe about 
his hiptiftHi thb he3tt abW his toiclage"; and the third, which/tfr/j/x 
threatened^thediflolution of thegcvernment, appearred onW\% guardian^ 
"*c5SJ?ring upon the adminiftratron. Deputies froih the fiates./^/^. 
general^ from the ftates of Holland ,indi Zealand^ wA hoxn, 
the cities of Amfterdamy Leydtn and Delft^ oft'ered tbemreives 
as (ponfors for the infant. This honour was. accepted with 
pleafufe, and followed by magnificent prefents to the young 
prince and hisofsmily. The prinCefs royal, bis mother, was 
for calling him Charlts^ in compliment to the memory of 
her father \ but the grandmotlier olfieded to that unfortunate 
name, and preferrea the hanie of fP^lliam^ as the moft popu- 
lar and aufpicious; The pomp ]^fth wjitch the child was, 
bapdfed, wascenfured by the:motO prudent republicans, and 
many perfonjs were oflTejrided at the old dowagei’s defiring ^ 
that the duke of might hot be prefen t at the ccre4 
mony. — ^With all her fenie and 'm'ahlj ideas,; that princcfs 
was tinctured wiltd a trm^.%miiiine ^uperftition. 

JI'iiE ceremony of the prindf^s ^aptlfin had 'occ ajj ^ed. 
contentions only between the grandmother and ^ 

but the choice of his guardians w^s a ih^tte^ of greater qm* 
culty. The bonbur was claimed by a variety of princes,, 
wtio hoped by this means to chtrie in for a* confiderable 
(bare in the gmr^nmeixt of the remiblic, anjd^ to ^ercife tbo. 
fund!dons of the ftadthblder. The candidates were don* 
EtnanueiznA don pHhccs of Portugal^ defeended from, 

a daughter of If^llwm I. PhiSjf L^is^ prjnce palatme pjf 
lUxtRhine^ itkewife defeendbd, frdm , a daughter of fhe fatnp^ 

S rinCe of Ormg£ ^ . and the prince pilsitine, of dip family of 
'> 0 ix>Ponit 4 who claimed an affinity to the young prhice» 

He offered , to rdide Ht his owm^^phnee at the 
, fl^buld he be appointed to ihb o^ce of guardian : his pr<mo- 
fals word f^oufa^l;y reeked 6y the grand ^cbuncil t out 
tl^ could bo^Cpmpli# with( odt of regard to . the elec- 
ted jjft daMCTticr of . 

pHmfo^Rridttic^H^: Both th^^griifidmbtHer and niomer feht 
fe^ratci^^ thfs'^ca&b^, as' the moft ^ 

a#flwUral; feuarmwtV^ ^ 

deciiheif deciding 

m^our of 'either/, 'At 1)31#. i wiH of the lafe prineVs hc- 
infe ms tonfiSi^ ihe l^le in favour of . 
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the prinObrs royaU though neither nainc^ ot date ap- 
peared the teftamenh la this rough drai^ht 
intention^ were vifible; hi$ prwefs was iibtpihated gu^- 
dian tef the infancy in cafe jhdpld happep to t)e with 
child at hfs death ; and iStQOQ pounds fterting were aligned 
for her jointure. The old db^ager apd the elei^tor 
dmburgb violently oppo&d any declflon up>oj} proofs fo un- 
certain ; the difpute ran high ; it was fMomicted to a court 
of judicature) and at length compromifed in the foliov^ugi^ 
manner. Thk the princefs royal fhould he chief guardian 
of her fon,, and have the difpof^l of all offices about his per- 
fon ; that the elector of Brand$nhurgh Should be joined to 
adiflrherin the management of the young princess perfon 
and affairs; and that the princefs dowager (hould in- 
iped: and fuperintend their conduA, f he two lat- 

ter appealed to the grand council) and .the decree was al- 
tered ; k being now determined that the princefs royal, as 
mother to the infant, fhould be guardian, on the one hand, 
A. D. and theprincefs do wager,» elector of Brandenburgh^ and count 
1651. Landjberg^ on the other, aa reprefentatives of the father *. 

A grand . TiiEenfuing year commenced with a grand affembly of 
ftjfamhly y*the ftates general, on the i8th day of Jdrtt^ary. Here they 
ihejiates. deliberated on the means of m^taining the union of 
Utrecht^ and the reformed ppligiom effablilhed by the fynod 
of on the eleiflbion of a ftadtbolder, on fobjeding 

theH^y to the orders^ot the council of Hate, on prever'ing 
the effedils of corruption in the Hates general, on the req^ui- 
lition of the provnhee ofBrdbara of fending deputies to ^he 
Hates general^ on a gener^.amnefiy, and feveral other par- 
ticulars. With refpeft to the firft point, the ftates general 
went over to the fentiments of the ftates ox Holland ; and it 
Wasrefolved, that the choice of all officeh^and magiftrates 
ItiQuId be jn the difpofal of the cities; and that not only the 
common foldiers and the forces ih general^ but even the 
prince’s guards, fhould tai^e an oath of fidelitv to the i^a^s 
geni&a), apd^the of Jfplland* Jn a word, the buffh^a 

of the affemMy was to he^ the wounds of faij^oh, unjed 
parties, confoGdatp the^ republic into |iomogepebus 
mafs, . and fepfltre .public Uberty .againft a[U.,.futux%4?^a9^^, 

. by revoking aU thsLMmxH and picifogati^esTforih^y 
ffew^on.me 'fethol^ , 

Arricnalof tht ftatcs gencm vycre^qccupli;^ \n e&HUm^g 

the Porte- tbe^anqiniUty of the ^ate; and 

guefe iheht,' don Jntmo de Sufd 

^affador. ambaffiujor from^his^ Bpr^uefl msyefty' " On 

i Bash A 0C| p« . La Cimt, coiiivB^ip. r 
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rc| the fttiSs general^ h<? complained that tne republic 
had viclated the rights of natiofis, in obliging If m to enter ^ 
privately, an8 risfufing him an atfiignoe for 
months. He recapitiliated the fervices done the republic 
by king'Seba^tany and faid, that notwithftanding her ingra-* 
titude, the king Was ^ow taking meafureS for re-pftablifliing 
the ancient amity between the ftates, not from weaknefs, 
but from an* inclination to fpare the efFufion of chriftian 
bfeod,. He concluded with giving an eilimate of the forces 
and (hipping of Po^ugaly and demonftrating to the republic, 
that this was the fureft barrier againft the encroachmetita 
of his catholic majeity;. Immediately the deputies entered 
hito (everal conferences with him, and demanded reftitution 
of all the forts, fettlements, and territories of which the re- 
public was deprived in courfc of ^e war, from Rio-nal to 
Siaray including all the Saves, cattle, fugars, and other 
eifeds ; indemnification for thu lofTes fuftained by the in« 
terruption in commerce, and ceSion of the ifland of St* 
fThamaSy and iho African C 02 A from cape Lipo GonT^lesy to 
the met Ctfanza, Incenfed at thefe extravagant demands,, 
the ambaSador quitted Holland precipitately, without the 
ceremony of taking leave, or notifying his intentions to the 
ftates. o . 

The difputes with tUfe Ponugucji minifter wpre followed 
By viejenjt contentioiis in the cf^s about the eledtion of 
inagiftrates. Dordrecht in partkulai^as all in motion, and 
the nobility augmented the public ^nfuflon, by chufing 
this particular time fpc reviving the clahns«to the ancient 
right of feats in the provincial giTemblies. They produced 
leveral anciept aAs, proving that the ftates w?re formerly 
compofed of the nobility, dergy, and the deputies of the 
cities I and MaximilidH of Burgundy pretended, that, as tbe 
moft ancient of the nobility, he had a right to repreferit the 
whole body,, to the excluiion of all the other members. 

This divtiioa among thenafelvcs weakened (Jbe weight of 
their influence, and the ftares gk|dly embraced this opportu- 
nity of rige^ing.^eir pretei^ions. 

^ Amibst all thefe ciyirdif^nflons, commerce flourifhed State of 
more ttWn eVer^ and. the republic engrofj&d the trade of the 
£urvpey^B«g£^ hsA not yet revered ^ cdaihit>es con- commerce. 
te^nt On the .entire revolution in die government, and * 
JMm whol^' employed in dtfputes tetWeep the crovvn 
ahd'thepriiiyes of aii^^ the nobility ftrugglii^ in 

of the feli<» of libeity; .Yet it resceived fevcral 
interrupttQhs.from the attacks pFthe corfairs ofTmhy and 
^gicr:s:mi Eventhe Frm^ pcivalteeis made 
. V: ’ ' • . 
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nci fcruple ^of attacking the J^tiuh ^erchantcih^h ; Butf th5fe^ 

^ piracies wire foon iupprefled by the public fpirit of two. 
merchanjijs, Who equipped a fquadl'on of fmall Inen of war 
at their own expencc;^ cleared the feas^ ^and fufEciently 
reimburfed themfelves by the great number of captures. 
But the greateft obilrudtion to trad^ arofe^from 
His cathcMic majefty bad diftatched ith ambafiador to the 
parliament, offering to punim the murderers of the Englijh 
reffdent at Madrid^ to admit the Englijh (hipping into 
the ports and to exclude the fleet under prince 

Rupert. He likewife acknowledged the fovereign autnoricy 
of the parliament ; all which was conffrued into an obliquh 
reflection oh the dilatory condufi of the ftates general,, who 
had hitherto declined punifting the murderers pf DoriJJaus^ 
7he flates acknowledging the fovercigoty of the parliament. *Zea^ 
take niea- prcflcd with eagernefs^ that all manner of fatisfaClioh 
fares for (hould be given to the parliament, and the titles and autho- 
the fecuriiy rity of this illegal governihent acknowledged \ but the argu- 
of com- ments of thp deputies made no impreffion on the other 
merce. provinces. Determined upon revenge, th parliament, on 
various pretences, feized^pon the T>uUh (hips trading to the 
ports of France^. Spain^ and PartugaL ' They infiffed like- 
wife upon fearching their men of> War \ tliey forbid their 
trading to iSntCartbrn^ and ^ook dther vblent meafures, 
which feemed to threaten^m open rupture. To repel ^'hefe 
injuries and proteCt the<)trade, admiral Van 7 romp was fta- 
tioned with a fqua^roh off the Scilfy iflands, which raifed 
apprehenlioils in the parliament, that the Hates had a deflgn 
to feize upon them as a convenient ftation for incommodmg 
the Englijh bommeree. In this iituation, Cromwtly per- 
fectly maffer of the art of diflTembling, fent an embafly t6 
mjtand with overtures of a treaty offcnfivc and defenflve 
between the two republics. The duke of York was at this 
time at the Hagiti^ where St. John^ the Englijh envoy, bad 
the pr^umptipjp in a public walk to difpute the precedence 
with liim ; which being pbferved by the prince palatine, his ' 
generous mind was fired at the indignity, he pulled off the . 
envoy’s hat, apdbad him rei^eCI thefon ahd the brother d^^ 
his king. St. his hand upon his (Word, refrfed to 

. acknowledge etthey pe'king^ or dole 
pulace taking, part with the young prince, compelled him & 
Difputes fbek refuge in bis lodgings. .Com^^ints were 
ambaflbdOr t6 tKe ftates general; whdadvifed 
Engliih York to retire to one of the prince bf Orang/s palaces in this 
fffivoy. country, and exprefied their forfow for the accident in an 
apology to thk Englijh minifl^er'. Omm^en, and fix other de- 
puties. 
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puties, were new. appointed to deliberate uj^n Aie inftriic- 
tions fcnt to St, yohn ani Stri£tland^ who firft demanded in ? 
high terms fattsfadion vpon the . murderers o^ 
whicl;i had been fo long negleAed, through tne ^dilatory 
forms of the Dutch government. This the Dutch anfwered) 
by prefenting a long lift of debts due, on account of the der 
predations of the Eng»Jh* The Englijh ambaflador immedi- 
ately reje£te<f the account, becaufe it chiefly confifted of 
QjitUh yeflels taken ifi an illicit trade with the revolted Eng^ 
lift} plantations. A continuation of the queen olBobemicL^ 
penfion was likewtfe demanded by the Dutch^ for the pay- 
liient of which the ftates general ftood engaged ; but this 
was alfo refufed, the amba^dors alledging, thatthe penfton 
was granted by the late king, without the confent of bis 
parliament. A variety of other demands were made ; but 
all of them^ received with fo infolent an air of fuperiority by 
the Englijhy that nothing could be expedted from this nego^ 
tiation, as it was not imagined the Dutch. vrovlA tamely re- 
cede from fo many demands 

But perhaps the greateft obftrudBon to the treaty arofc Ohfiruai^ 
from cardinal Mazarin^ who above all things dreaded ihe{o?rs to the 
alliance mentioned in the lifetime of the late prince of treaty pro^ 
Orange^ between and Holland, It is true, 

prince was too intimatej^onne^ed with the royal family 
«f Bndandy to fufter a pfojedi lo d^rimental to their intereft, 1^^ 
to take elFedt ; before his deatnX^c concluded a treaty 
againft Spain with the cardinal, on c^dition that the Frmm 
minifter fliould af&ft in the reftoration of^^i^the Stuart family. 

Thus the intrigues of Mazartn^ and the friends of the houfe 
of Orange^ effcdually impeded the propofed irn^n between 
the two commonwealths, which was only propofed by St^ 

Jobn^ and never taken into ferious confideration. Irritated 
at this difappointment, at the difreipefl fhewn Jn many iti- 
fiances to their ambaflador, at the partiality of the Dutch iq 
their demands, at their refufal to make the required fatisfac- 
tion for the unatoned barbarities committed at ArSAoyna^ 
foon after the eftabliflinient of the Englijh and Dutch Eajl 
India companies, the parliament refolved to ebaftife tbe 
ftates general, and evince their fuperiority by the moft vi- 
gorous^ mcafitres., Thefe notions we^'e confirmed by 
^hn^ who laboured to give Cromt^U and the people a dif* 
aSVsIhtdgeoys pinion of the Dutch^ to perfuade them that 
sifi^bihg wal jo defirahle tp Holland as an opportunity^ of 
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diirptiting^tiieVovettigtitir ofii^the ocean «^i}int^d to thd 

EngUJh. . : ^ 

7het<tjjo Wkat| the Dft/fA regarded a# the ftrft ftep towar.de a 
republics rupturet Was the of navigation palled in jBar^/eW. This, 
9n the point though oni of the moft faltttary laws evtepropofed ih the 
0f coming .parKament^ was highly pre|udkial to the Hutch 

to a rup- commerce ; and its taking place tk tlija lime, when the 
minds of the people were heated "by a variety other acci- 
dents^ could not but be regarded as an harbinger^q •. 

declarations. Abftra£led from other confideraiions, the a£l 
was in itfeif alarming to the provinces, it prohibs ted all 
nations from importing any merchandife ix^t6 England^ bat 
what was the produce' of the country to which the iliip be- 
longed s and the commodities front AJia^ 
ricat to be imported in any^ other ttizn En^lM bottoms. 
This blow levelled diredly at HeUandy as iht Dutch traffic 
conlifted wholly in tranfpoj^ting foreign commodities frdm 
one country to^ another. Ambafiadors were immediately 
difpatched io England \ and they were received with great 
formality by the ne^ commonwealth, which had by this 
time granted letters of marque €0 divers merchants, who 
complained that their fhipshad been unjuftly confifcatcd in 
Htllandy though in faA 'they Were pnly detained by way of 
reprifal. It was eafy- to difcpv.er the tone of the Dutch 
ambafladors, that they ^re appreheitfive of a rupture, and 
powerfully awed by t to Commonwealth. TiYit Engb/b roC^ 
proportionabiy in th^demands, infifted not only upon fa^ 
ti$fa£lion for ^he^^rbarities at Amhoynay but on the fum of 
two millions, to repair the lofies they had fuilained from the' 
Dutch \xi otiier parts EaJUndieSy in Ptr/uty Mufcatyj 
and Greenland^ They alfo demanded the punifhment ofthe 
murderers of DcriflauSy reparation of the infults ofiered to 
their ambafiadot, anid an apology for the intercoarfe carried 
on with the late' king, during the civil war 
, D^manps fo infmently made, and exorbitant, fired the' 
repulfiic, and^ convinced the ftates general, ttot vigorone 
meafures alone couM^ bring toreafonabletorms tbqnew comv 
imnwealth. .They rould not brook the^homaj^ require 
by the Engltjh atf fea, and their vain-glorious pretenfons to* 
TibDutch t^efovereighty ofibe ocean. The fnere-fia^tl^i^ th^it 
prepare ^ ftag was id tifelf trifling ; but the uncerkinty, ’ 
for war. might HOC delffc to extend their tight, 

, ' , a msiltihr of Importance, 

precl^eiits were eftabUftei. 

t GaOT. lib. 6. p.144. BasN^'ors^ibk;. 
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claimed the i^t of examining, not only th/r mJrchantmen 
for illicit goods, but ev^n the Dutch men of war ; they 
might in courfc of time tafTumc the power of ^rcAing the 
deftination of their fleets, and even prefcribingOwTiether 
the republic Ihould maintain any fleets at all upon the ocean. 

The tribute demanded by the Englijh for the liberty of filh- 
ing on the Britijh apafls, appeared unreafonable to the 
DuUh^ though this perhaps was the juileft demand of the 
ggj^L^m^t. For time immemorial, a fortieth herring had 
been granted ; but now the number was augmented, and 
the tri|()ute rendered exorbitant. To oppofe thofe encroach- ^ 
ments on the rights of nations, the ftates equipped with the 
utmoft expedition a prodigious fleet, confifting of 150 (hips ^ 
of waV, part of which they fent under the command of 
Martin Van Tramp into the Channel, to convoy their home- 
ward bound merchantmen (A). 

The firft hoftilities previous^to a declaration of war, were 
commenced by the Englijh. One of their Ihips of war fall- 
ing in with a fleet of Dutch fifliermen, demanded the ufual 
tribute and homage ; which being refufed, the man of war 
funk one of the Du/rAfliips, with all its crew ; a fa£l that 
is varioufly related, juft as it happens to fuit the purpofes of 
the different parties, pomplaint of this a<£fion was imme- HoJiiUtm 
diately made to the l^.^nd the ftates refolutely de- 
•lared, unlefs the captain w^ puniibed, they ftiould be ced. 
forced to make reprifals. As no ^otice was taken of the 
demand, they immediately laid an emi ar^oon all the Englijh 
(hipping in their ^ports. Tramps before^^ is departure, de- 
fired the minuteft inftruflions with rcfpedl io jiis condu<3 to- 
wards the Englijh. He acquainted the ftates^ 4 iat, during 
the late king's reign, it was ufual to pay hom^e to the 
Englijh flag upon the Britijh coafts, and^in the Channel ; 
but that fcarce an inftance occurred wqere this compliment 
was required on the open Tea. To avoid therefore the ne- 
ceffity of entering upon any' difputes, or of acknowledging 
the fuperiority of the parliament, tbrftates or(}ered he (hould 
not approach the Englijh coafts, unlefs forced by circum- 
ftances. Lord Gkr^tn alledges, that the admifal bad in-* 

^A) lUiaderswIto woaldmake Mare Uherumi and the anfwer 
jperfisQly^cquaiiited called wrote by 

W^ih^bod^pitteabouMhcfove- the learned To enter 

reigniy of 'the ocean# and the upon fuch » controverfy would 
right qf upon be exceeding the province of 

ibcMifts, may confulc the learned an hiftorian. 
ptrforniaiiGe intiUc[d , , 
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. . ^ '^- *!»'«. «P1^ prove unfatisfaaory, 

ere. to defend^ himfelf j^ch vigour. Thcfe in- 
e fays, were ifllied i . 


his mefers were w ui^^vuu^ oimiejr veich vigour 'Th^.r** 

l»Jft,p fern, »“ 
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cY r »ao cruited for lome time on The ^afl- 

licet, he 
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fht. / VI “ * I **‘® ‘=®P^»»>s with compliments to B-urn 
mMC ny tlie£»g^/,y{5 admiral, who upon this fired a ball at- 
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_ irit^ alTaming to himfelf fucH an air of luper^rlty a) afForded 
fufpicion that he was the a/rgreflbr. It is however impi^ffible 
to afcertain the troths excjrpt on prefumptive eviltn e, ihe 
Recounts on both tides being fo diametrically oppiiiitt and 
t:Qntradictory *. 

In London^ the news of this battle fo exafperated the po- n . 
pulace^ that they infifl^^ed the Dutch ambaffadors, who j^ndan 
fotced to fliel|er thcmiVlves under the prote£lion of the par' nnla: v u 
liani^t. ^^ey endeavoured to appeafe the public relent- England* 
ni^lTCJT^acmonilrating that Trornp had no orders to fight j 
that hckftood only in his own defence, and could not, with- 
out ha^rding his reputation, avoid repelling the grofs in- 
fult offered. The ftates likewife {t:nX Adrian PauWj in qiia- 
liTy ofAnbaffador extiaordinary, to confirm this a.lcgation, 
by laying bejjore the parliament Fan Tramp s letter to the 
flatt-’s, and liiccwife the infoleiit anfwer he received front 
Blake before the battle. He conjured them to enquire dilpaf- 
tionately into the particulars cf the affair; alfuring the com- 
monwealth, that if it appearcv’. their admiral had adlually re- 
fufed to compliment the Englij}) flag, he fhould be punifhed 
by the ftates general for his prefuniption. Certain it is, 
that now x}c\e Dutch fincerely wiflied an accommodation* 

They intreated the parliament, by the common tics of reli- 
gion and liberty, •to fec'onrfoot a negotiation; but poflibly 
the boldnefs oiBlah hau refolution, and con* 

vmced^them by this lb ft trial, thatz|^/«;/ri was not to be re- 
duced to reafon by violence. No r^l^rd was paid to the 
ambaffador’s remonftrances ; on the co^ltory, the govern- 
ment of England affeiled to flight, in the contemptu- 
ous manner, the folemn afliirances of the fta|p^|^ncral, and 
to conftrue their earneftnefs of avoiding a rupture into dread 
of the Englijh courage* Cromwel and Bind were fent to 
D&ver to encourage Blake and the fcamen, to thank them 
for their delicate regard to the honour of the common- 
wealth, and to provide the fleet with every necefl'ary. 

Tms condudl, and the orders ilTued for augmenting the 
navy with forty more fail, could not be regarded by the ftates 
general inany other light thanan opendefiance, and declared 
refolution of coming to a rupture. In confequence they re- 
called their ambaflalors, and publiflied a manifefto, fpecify- 
ing the injuries they had fuftained, which was anfwered by 
anther from the parliament. Little ftrefs can be laid on * 
th^ declarations, in which both tides aflert hardily, and 
fopprefs every circumftance that refledls light on their real 

1 La vie de Cornel Van Troinp, p» i6. 
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Intentions. S%Ectent it is, tljat Cromwel pyflibly imaginea 
• it neccflarv to divert, by a foreign war, the attention of 
the jji opiA itom coiifidering th^ ambitious fcheoie of fo- 
vereignl^ he had projected ; and that the Diitcb^ grown rich 
by commerce, elated wjth prolperity, proud of liberty, and 
infuiently confident of their naval force, were rejoiced at 
an oppoivunity of aiilrting an tqyfiity with ika E7iglijb 
commonwca.th. 

'"Ft I/, i >;//./' ambafladors kavinjr in thcir^itin: 

I 


witli I’an lr-’^n oft’ Z/ma 


in 

Vriini) adi i'ed 


irr^net 


his way from BmhadGeSy with three prizes 

richly laden. 'This irtCiifurc was embraced, but/difeon- 
ccrtcil by violent contrary winds, in which Van ^romp^s 
fleet v/as fi^attcred and difperfed, many (hips not^aving 
bet II id le to join him in the.jTtW, for feve^il weeks af- 
Van Cl- for. Van (Juien, however, w»as fent with a fquadron to 
len the A'icditt’! ram’artj to oppolc in that fca the EngllJfj com- 
BoJcl). rnodore Btd Iy\ Blake^ ever vif^orous and alert, feized 

the oppoitnnity of Van Trcwp*s abfence, to afl'ert his coun- 
trv’j' nf;ht t) the Britijh fifhery. V/ith this view he fleer- 
rd to the northward, attacked the fillieries oft* Shet- 
tot^k their whole convoy of twelve men of war, but 
tiifl’cred the fifbing bufles to efcajjp, on a promife never 
10 rctinn, without leave fmari EngaJ^ parliament ; an 
acM of gcnerofity highl^aiRmed by the Inflorians of tljat 
country, Vrn Tvemp Jfurfued Blake to the north ; feiit his 
fquadron fiiffcredi^xcnd time in a hard gale, juft as 
he ha I given fig nal to engage, as if the elements 
ii.ul confpi'Tjy^iinft the glory of this hero, 

V J N 4?r5\)'s misfortunes rather animated, than dif- 
couraged the ftwes general. 'Fhey promoted de Rtiyier, af- 
tcrwauls fo famous in hiftory, to the command of a fepe- 
jare fquadron, confifting of fifty fail, ordering him to pro- 
tect a rich fleet of homeward bound merchantmen. Ruyter 
was of obfeure birth, and he had raifed himfelf to diftinc- 
tinrTby diift of extraordinary meric, from the rank of a 
cabin boy, imfupported by patronage, or thofe fpecious 
qualities which fometimes fecuie the friendfliip of the 
great, to the undefervin^. He now firft appeared in qua- 
lity of commander in chief, and his conduft foon juftified 
the eleclion of his countrymen. Near Plymouth he met 
with admiral Jfcough^ with whom he began a fu^us 
canonading about four in the afternoon, alone fuf- 
tainrd the whole fire of the admiral and vice-admiral for 
an hour, and at length, by an extraordinary effort of intre- 
pidity difengagrd hiinfclf, joined the reft of his fquadron, 

• an/l 
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iia^rcnewed the (attack with fuch impetuofl^, a.<i obliged 
the enemy to retire, after meft of their fhips had ex- DcRuyter 
haufted all their ammunitioM, /ifcQitgb had afquadfoii Ijjtle 
inferior to de Ruyters 5 he behaved with the utmoff gal- 
lantry, was once furrounded with nine of his fliips by the 
Dutch^ extricated himf^jf by a defperate pufh, which broke 
the enemy, toj^ their (hips, and gained the weather-gage ; 
but ftill he conftrained to confefs his inferiority by 
wirhdi-uATjiiy from the battle. Next day, being rcin- 
forced, engagement was renewed with redoubled 
eagernel* both fides fuffered extremely, and at laft the 
fquadronlfeparated, as if by mutual confent j on the third 
day, admiral claimed viflory, with almofl: equal juf- 
tice. JiSth laboured under difad vantages, Afeough wanted 
ammunition, aftd Ruyter^z orders were difobeyed, either 
• from want of (kill or courage in his officers ; but the 
greatefl: proof of the advantage gained by the Dutch^ was, 

|that the merchant-fleet under RiiyUrs condudt arrived 
untouched at Amjtcrdam^ and the EngUJh took fhelter in 
Plymouth, 'ro this victory, if it may be called one, fuc- 
ceeded another, not Icfs bloody, but more dccifive. Vnn 
GaUn had attacked Bodcly in the Mediterranean^ and with 
great valour fought and defeated his fquadron, though he 
loft his life at the cTofe of ^h^ett^gement 
Mjeantime Ruyter was unoe^g^at perplexity. The 
laft adion, though upon the whole n^iis advantage, was 
however a convincing proof of the enemas fkill, courage, 
and obftinacy; while it afforded but too fffltigronvidion, 

'of the want of difeipline and valour among jJ^own of- 
ficers. He doubted not but Blah^ with a ^eHor fleet, 
would revenge the caufe of Afeough ; and Jiat admiral’s 
vigour and impetuofity were evinced fufficienny in the affair • 
with Van Tromp, Under thefe apprehenfions, he acquaint- 
ed the ftates general with his fituation, and the proba- 
bility of his being foon attacked by the enemy’s united 
fquadrons. I'he ftates immediately refolved t8 fend Van 
Tromp to take the chief command, and join Ruyter with 
a ftrong reinforcement ; but Tro?np*s late undeferved mis- 
' fortunes, had rendered him unpopular. Without bein? 
able to tax his condueft, the people had murmured againft 
the qyent of his two laft expeditions. The ruin of the , 
herring fifhery had excited commotions in Zealand and Tumult i 
Holland \ Van Tromp was like to fall the facrificc of igno- in HoU 
ranee, while his charatfter was adored by all men of un- land» ' 

^ La vie de Ruyte^ par Brandt, p. 52. 
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^eiftanding. ^In dcrplte of his ferviccs in quality of Jicu- 
tenant-^miral for the fpacc of fifteen years, it was with 
dltSci^Jty he could juftifv himftlf fufHciently, to be retain- 
ed in the commancl. F^car of the people, or envy of his 
glory, had even railed him enemies in the fiates general, 
and the colleges of the admiialt^ The public difeon- 
terit was a\igmcnted by tiic great lofles Trained in trade, 
the E>iglijh having taken and deftroyed a of forty fail 
from l^ptiln aod Portugal^ and fix floops richlyh|^4ii^roni«« 
the Eiiji Indies. Now VanTromp was di vetted ol^his com- 
mand, without which the mob was not to bc/appeafed, 
and dc Ruyf.r was removed to make way for fdmiral de 
iFit, Even this promotion did not give uniwfal fatif- 
fadlion, the Tailors loved their two g.dlant officers ; and 
though they had the utmoft confidence in Aeir new leader, 
yet did they grumble at the facrificc made of two heroes* 
to a fadlion. Thofe wiio had fet foot on ftiore, refiifed^ 
returning to their ttiips, unlels half a year’s wages were|| 
advanced, and their comrades on board mutinied againft 
the orders iflued to prevent their landing; all, in ftort, re- 
fufed to obey the inftruiSiions of the admiralty, and the 
magiftrates of Amflerdam. Vigorous meafures were nc- 
ceflary to fupprefs a feditioj^ cpf fucl^ dangerous confe- 
quentes. A party of foj^^rs wfis marched againft the mu- 
tineers, who were fadKa on board, after leaving tw^ of 
the ringleaders in^c hands of the magiftrates, who im- 
inediately gavejji^aers for their execution. This ftruck a 
terror into^l^re Teamen, and produced the defired effeft, 
the failou^Cturncd to their duty, and an amnefty was 
paflid to TeSjre their gratitude, by an adl of kindnefs and 
lenity ; but \happily this well-timed ad became the fub- 
jed of ficfii difputcs, becaufe the provincial ftates in- 
iifted, that the magiftrates of Amjlerdam had ufurped their 
prerogative, by afluming the power of pardoning. It were 
indeed to juftify the condud of the magiftrates, upon 
the principle of ncceflity. The exigency was prelRng : it 
would not admit of time to affemble the ftates ; yet after 
fome altercation, they were obliged to make fatisfadion, 
and acknowledge publickly that they had, in critical cir-^ 
cumftanccs, prefumed upon exerting an authority which 

did not belong to them K -One of the greateft incon- 

veniencies of a a republican government, where tBE va- 
riety of different rights and departments render them per- 
plexed and dilatory. 

^ Basnage, p. 25^ 
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Or compliance ^with the humpr-r of (he fcaij^n, ami from 
a juft fenfe of bis exiiaorcjin.irv merit, Ri^yUr wjs agaiti 
reftored, and afTociatcd . 7/7/ in the coinman(|. 7’h: ir 

fleets joined off DimUyk^ and it was co»:ccivcd they Hiotild 
fail iii quelt of the E>>^yijh admiral, the intrepid who 

was equally imortient to erme to an engagement. By 
this time the EfigMj aSfpiral was returned from the north, 
and his fleet /leing refitted with aftoniiliing difpntch, he 
was ft<gc rin;Vtn purl'uit of the cnerny. The vaft boofy he 
had takSr in his late fortunate cruizes, ferved only to 
whet hiwl ardor ; and as he had acquired inimcnfe wealth 
without \ingcr, he now refulvcd to obtain glory, with- 
out the ipaft view to private advantage, or fordid purpofes. 

With generous feiuiments o:i both fulcs, the fleets 
came in fight each other; which dertrmined Ruyt^r to 
.make ufe of a ftroke of policy, wnich, if impiovcd bv 
his collegue, might have been fatal to the luigiJjh. He 
|drew up behind a (and-bank, in fsich a manner as ficurtd 
him from the larger EnghJ}) ftiips, an i obliged Blake to 
attack with manifeft danger and difadvanrage. l*he utility 
of this meafure was appaicnt the moment tSe attack htt’- Another 
gun. The enemy divided into three fquadions, borey^'*^ 
down with the admiral,, in the Sovereign^ at the head, but 
this (hip with ihre# other ftruck upon the lOtt* 

tIJhJCnecks, Encouraged by anWIiij^nt which greatly di- 
xninifhetf the ftrenjrth, /;^/^bandoncd liis fitu- 

ation, and determined to engage on T^eopen fea, where 
he hoped to give a better account of th£^nemv^ than if 
feparated from them by a mound. RuyUf o^^ed to In's 
propofal ; but de who had more ardor/aiH courage 
than naval (kill, purfued his own refolution, find fuon per- 
ceived his error. A furious battle was pined, during • 
which the commanders on both fides performed the moft 
gallant a£l;ions; the failors too of each nation fighting with 
furprifing courage and perfcverancc. The Englijh (hips got 
off the bank, and de Wit found that he had made a fiife 
eflimate of their ftrength ; but relying upon the ability of 
Ruytevy and the intrepidity of the fbarnen, he fought with 
the utmoft obftinacy, until night feparated the comba- 
tants. I'hough the Dutch beheld with horror the (laughter 
madj by the Sovereign^ in which Blake fought in perfon, ^ 
sincMiough they were equally aftoni(hed and ahafhed by 
the courage of the Englifljy yet de IVit propofed renew- T'i&rDutch 
ing the engagement next morning, in hopes the fuperiorjty *wor/led in 
he had in point of number would in the end prevail, another 
Ruyter^ however, better acquainted w’ith the difpofuion 

" Jpb 3 ^ the 
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tTie Engliftjy oppolcd this refolution, anS both, at lafl:, 
5i-recd ft) make all poffiblc liil fcr the coaft of Holland^ 
tlioTigk they faw the enemy Jrav/n up in line of battle, 
'i'hc rear-admiial wa./ taken, but he had the fatis- 

fadbion of feeing the captor funk foon after; another 
Dutch man of war was flvattered tojieces, and funk by the 
Sovereign ; their lof^ was greater, out both^des fo artfully 
difl'embkd this circun^ftance, that to afcertll^ the truth, 
at this diftance of time, would be impollible.^^^JfW^the 
whole, it cannot be denied, but victory declared yearly in 
favour of the Englift)^ who not only offered b/tls next 
cl*iy, but purfued tlie Duith with their frigates, uljtil they 
run into the Gorcc 

*Xmmih^in lathis, as m the preceding engagementj, heavy com- 

IloJiaiid. plaints weiemade againft the captains and inferior officers. 

I'hc admirals no fooner touched the fhore, than they ac- 
cufed their officers of covi^aidice and ncglcdf of duty, while 
the oflicf IS u'crimiiiatcd, by charging clc Wit with mifeon- 
dudf nrul raihnefs, to which they attributed the lofs of their 
Shipping. I'he fiates endeavoured to reconcile the parties, 
and rcflore peace and unanimity. 'Fhcy perceived that de 
ardor occafioncd his throwing blame on thofe whofe 
caution he conftrued intc^iniidify ; th*t the admiral was 
chiefly in fault, but thaj^s error arofe from an excefs of 
intrepidity, and a gja|/ 5 us reiolution of flgnalizingfhimTelf 
in the caufe of bisj^ntry ; a fpirit which, at this juncture, 
was rather to bfl^crifhed than reprell’ed. It was therefore 
t2ie endeavAtf^f the government to excite an emulation, to 
remove ;Jf*^Aufc of contention, and preferve the utmofl: 
harmony amo^ tlie officers- T'heii zeal pioved fuccefsrul ; 

• never did iheilf appear fuch an uiiiverfal fpirit of revenge, 
and national honour ; the crews of merchantmen offered 
their ferviccs to the republic ; and in a few weeks the Ioffes 
fuftained from tempefts and battles, were repaired by the 
cq*pment fif a formidable armament, confifting of feventy- 
two fine Ihips of war. Van Tronip was reflorcd to the com- 
mand, both in juftice to his reputation, and becaufe dc JVit 
was confined by illnefs ; and he had orders to convoy a fleet 
of 300 merchantmen to the Lizard, Between Dover and 
Felkjhne he deferied the EngUp fleet, amounting only to 
forty large men of w^ar ; he bore down ; and Blakc^ ^ith 
his ufual intrepidity, fcized the occafion of joining battle, 
pn the 29th of November the fight began, at eleven in the 
forenoon, with inexprclTiblc fury, and continued to fix iq 


the 
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evening. The firft fire from the Englfh aclmirrvl was 
fuftained by vice-admiral Evertzon^ and Ruyter, who w'ere 
a-head of the fl'^et, and in the moft imminent danger, ^hen 
Van Tromp came up to their relief. The Icalc w'Ss now 
turned againfl’ KIakt\ who found himfelf furroiindcd, and i*i 
great danger of falling a viiStiin to his impetuofity, had he 
not fortunately been rr'IK-ucd by the intrepid efforts of two of 
his captainy^vho broke through the enemy, fuftained tneir 
and carried the admiral out of danger. In the 
end, viftory declared for the pitich admiral ; Bhike was Troirp 
woundRl, his own Ihip fhattered, two others taken, as the 

many blrnt, and one funk; and this v;ith the lofs only of En^lifli 
one flijn of the Dutch fquadron, which was blown up by pihmval. 
an acciuent. Van Tro7np\ coiidiidl was gallant ; but his 
vitSory was c^otaincil by numbers, and we may venture to 
fay that he blighted his laurels by bis vanity ; having, after 
the retreat of the enemy, proceeded in his voyage with a 
broom fixed to his main-top-maft, intimating that he would 
fweep the Channel clear of the Englljh* 

As this war was wholly naval, the operations of the con- 
tending parties were not confined to the Channel. Both 
had armaments in the Mcditerraneany and the Dutch fupplied 
the lofs of Van G^lcn^ by aj^ointing admiral an officer 
of merit, to the comma<idTlrfA^ fquadron. On his arriv al 
at!i Lcgh'Tn^ Cuts found that*cSl^?ain Appleton^ with right 
Ihips, nad t;iken fhclter in this nS^al port. He defired 
the duke of Tttfcany would w'ithdra^A^his proteftion, and 
fuffer him to attack the enemy in the^^^bf ur, or force 
them to the open fca. To this the duke aiTyTred, that he 
was at peace w'icli England Holland^ bothftl}^ fquadrons 
were w^elcomt* to his ports ; but hoftilitiesyommitted there 
would be a gsoTs violation of the laws of nations, and thd 
higheft infult to his fovereignty. Not fatislied with this. 

Cats w'as preparing to attack the Englijh^ wdien, undercover 
of the night, Appleton^ who was greatly inferior in firengtii, 
quitted the port, and fleered, with a favoiirabre gale, aear 
of the enemy. But the Dutch were obliged to combat not 
only the open force of England , but the pirates of the Fremh 
nation, to the incredible damage of their commerce. The 
civil diforders of that country gave exiftence to a fwarm of 
p^atcers, who pillaged the (hips of all nations without 
dlronftion, but chiefly of Holland^ becaufe the trade of the 
republic was the moft flourifliing, and the fliips the richtft, 

M. Boreel had orders to complain to the French court, to de- 
mand redrefs, and to intimate that a ftrong fquadron was 
equipping to jctaliatc.^ At the fame time admiral Cats had 
. ^ B b 4 ^ V infltuclious 
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inftru^tions tn^flear the M^Urravean of privateers, arid 
protect the Dutch c ommerce, without refpetvl to the flag of 
neutrai intH^>ns. 6Vj executed, prfl:aps exceeded his orders; 
tor, rtttet taking levcral privateers, he drew up bcfoic Toulon^ 
and nienacrd the governor with a bombardment, if he per- 
mitted Dutch capa:rrs to be carried to that harbour. The 
cluiitian k.irpr rcleiitcd the remonftrai/t of Bored^ and wa$ 
highly iiicci'.fed ai the infolent conduct of f^iral Cats i 
bur, unable to rcflirfs himfelr otherwiie, he deiB^dc^^ay- 
nu'iit from the itates general of levx*ral fums d 
crown finrc the war between and the United Pn 
Tliiii ciemai.d was contdlcd, the money was a/vanced 
by treaties formed for the mutual advantage of tff; con- 
tra£ling parties ; and, after feme fliarp altercation, ^Sopped 
for the prf fent ^ 

N TWi'i H5;tanD 3N’G the late vidory gained by Van 
Trc?r.p^ the fiic' :fb of the Dutch arms was not anfwcrabJe to 
the (anguine expeflations of* the republic. The failors, ac- 
cuftonied to wealth and vuSiory in all their encounters with 
the Spaniards^ were difappointed in not reaping the fame 
cmuiununt from their bloody difputes with the Enghjh, 
Here fortune was various ; they had been oftencr defeated 
than victorious, and even their fuccefles were diminilhed by 
the ten ibie /laughter with they weft obtained. Se-» 

vcral of their richeft merdy^Ticn fiad fallen into the han^s 
of the enemy, and an jnUrc flop was put to the beneficial 
herring-fifliery, byj^ich fo many poor families were fup- 
ported. This beijJt difeontent, which foon produced fac- 
tion and difcAu*v One party demanded a ftadtholder, and 
another rey^nibd fixed in their refolution of oppofing in- 
uariably the ambitious defigns of the houfe of Orange. "The 
formei aflerted,\hat the war could never be puflied with 
vigour until a ftadtholder direfted the operations ; aini the 
other aflerted, that the reftoration of that dignity would be 
the ruin of liberty. Tumults arofe in Zealand^ and in par- 
ticukr at MiMeburghj where the mob a/lembled in a riotous 
manner, and demanded a capiain-gencial of the houfe of 
Orange. They were inftigated by the clergy, the faft friends 
of that family ; and the disorder came to fo dangerous a 
height, that the magiftrates of Flujbing^ MiddUburgh^ and 
other towns, were depofed. Nothing was worn but the 
Orange livery, and there was no fecurity in theftrects wiSff- 
out a fcarf of this colour. Neceffity obliged the ftates of 
Zealand to fall in with the humour of the people ; befidcs. 


* Basnage, p. 284. 
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thr influence of*thc houfc of t)range was foifonfideraMe in 
this afleinbl)', that it was fuppofcd their incliriation likcwilc 
led them to reprcfent theineceffity of this mc.ilire r^) the 
ftates of Holland- I'he infancy of the prince of Orange was» 
however, an objection to the propofal ; but this might be 
removed by fubftiluting his coufin, the count de N'lffiiUy his 
lieutenant. Aware ol*.the confequeiKes of popular com- 
motions at a jundlurc, tiie Ifates of Holland lent 

four^ij|yDV,;«i*S to Zealand but before their arrival at xW.ddic- 
bnrghy ^t ftates of had adjourned. 'Fhey demand- 

ed that^<rhe affcmbly fhould be convoked j the people, ap- 
prehenfilc of the conft'quences, oppofed it, and hi.i>cgecl 
the dcjyfties in their houfes. At length they were forced 
to reiuVprivately in the night, to avoid being facrificed to 
popular rage iAid fury 

Whkn the ftates of Zealand 2 l^w\ met, the deputies re- 
turned, under the efcort of a pjjrty of foldiers, who con- 
duced them fafe to the afiembiy^ and took poftcifton of the 
doors, tj keep oflF the mob. They laboured, with all the 
powers of reafon and oratory, to difplay the fatal confe- 
quences of vefting any fingle perfon with the executive 
power, and the command of the fea and land-forces, at a 
time when faCiogran fo high as to endanger public iibcity ; 
but »^hty could rot obtain %#i<^ricurrcncc or the ftates of 
'Z^tilund^ who appeared ovcfawe\/%u the people, and influ- 
enced %y the family of Orange, departs d with a gc- 

ne***!! anf ver, and happily cfcaped bot.^g iiifultcd by the 
people, who were brought into good hir^u^ by the refo- 
Jute behaviour of the ftates. The difputc n^^y between 
the two provincial ftates, and became fo warrn si^o threaten 
a diiTolutjon of the union af Uincht- As \q the other pro- 
vinces, they appeared divided among tncmfclvcs, fomc 
towns requiring one thing, fome another, though a majority 
declared for a ftadcholder, under limitations and reftrit^tions, 
which were abfolutely rejcd^cd by the Zealanders^, At length, 
as if by mutual agreement, thefe civil contentions fubhded, 
and yielded to the general ardor for profecuting the war 
with vigour, and oppofing the formidable armament equip- 
ped by the Engltjh to revenge the late difgracc. 

Towards the clofc of the year Tromp arrived ui Hol^ 

with a prodigious ftect of merchantmen under his D# 
ert^oy ; and his gallant conduif^ obtained him the thanks ^^53* 
of the ftates general. It was reiblved to keep him in the 
command, and to augment his fleet with all poflible dif- 

{dem. p. Z93« 
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patch. The eUemy had call^ forth all thetr force, and Ae 
belt officers in the kingdom. Monk and Dearth aflifted Blake 
in thi? conVmand. Ruvter was joined to Tromp, and they 
iet iai), to convoy through the Channel a vaft fleet of mer- 
chantmen, homeward-bound* it was the intention of the 
Enffiijh to intercept this valuable con\^y ; accordingly they 
fleet cd towards the illc of wh<??e, on t>e 8th of Fe^ 
bruarv^ they difctjvcrcd by break of day fhe\f>ft/t/> fqua- 
dron. 'I'he fight began under Biake and 
by twelve more fhips, and the charge was furious, tlffTiniall 
divifion ftanding the whole fire of the enemy, Ncfer was 
any engagement more terrible or obflinate : the h#iour of 
both nations depended; fought to retrieve the rewtati on 

be had lofl, and Tromp to maintain the laurels he na8 won 
in the laft battle. Neither fide would yield th# vidlory ; the 
Afea fight engagement was renewed for three days fuccefiively ; the fea 
continues was covered with wrecks, the fun obfeured with finoke, and 
for three air pierced with the dreadful (bouts and (hiieks of the 
combatants, and the terrible thunder of the cannon. For 
whole hours the (hips engaged board-and-board, and a dead 
calm happened, as if nature had fufpended her operations 
to attend the event of the battle. After the utmolt exerti- 
ons of Ikill and intrepidity on both fidcs^ towards 

the evening of the third ck^‘,'*idraw ofFnis fleer, but in 
fuch good order, that b^femed rather to decline the fut- 
thcr effufion of huma£^3lood, than yield the vic^loryf His 
lofs, however, amojy?ed to cl< ven men of war, two thou- 
iand men were and fourteen bundled taken ; but the 

flcctjjjlj^in fo (battered a condirion, as prevented 
the admiral^plrfuing, Befides, his lofs was neuJy equal 
to the enemy’s, Vnd though he maintained his flai’on, he 
could not be fiiicl to have gained a vidfory. The Ev.g v.jh 
however claimed it; and Blakc^ in his letter to the par- 
liament, all’erts, that, by the blefling of providence, he had 
gained a vidfory, and taken a great number of priibners. 
Bonefires were lighted in all the towns, and the Dutch pri- 
foners condudked in triumph to Canterbury : yet, after a!], 
jf muft be confefTed that there was little caufc for rejoicings, 
any pretenfions to vidfory. Van Tromp's fleet w»as in- 
ferior in number, as he was forced to leave one divifion for 
the protedtion of the merchant-fleet, his powder and (^ot 
were exhaufted, and the merchants clamorous to get ou^f 
the reach of danger : rhefe were the reafons for bis re- 
tiring ; and he had fufliciently obtained his piirpofe, in 
•rullrating ti'c feheme of the EngUJI)^ to crulfb, at one blow, 

the 
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me Umted PrAiinceSt by theftctal deftrudlim of their com- 
merce p. _ 

On this occafion, Clftrrks king of Eiigland wrotejto M. 
Borecl^ rcqnefting, that the Itates general would fupply him 
with a fquadron, in which he would embark with the offi- 
cers round him, an (4 cither gain a victory or a period to all 
his mistorti«es fronl'thc hands of his rebellious fubje6ts; 
but little was paid to this compliment, which pro- 
m> yir^ '^reat utility to the republic. I'he Hates preferred 
the tijpughts of peace to propofals from which nothing could 
bccx|i:6ted, befides the fruitlefs honour of having a king 


DCCXU.'C 

lightirjg their battles. A thoufand difficulties, however, 
obftryY^^d this laudable feheme. The Evghjh were endea- 
vouring to draw the queen of Sweden into an alliance againft 
the republic, and Van Biuningen found that princefs and her 
minifiers violently prejudiced againft the Duich^ on his ar- 
rival in Swede?!, He proceeded, however, to lay his inftruc- tion^^iib 
tions before the OxoijUerns^ father and fon, reprclenting to Sweden 
them, that the treaties between the crown of Sweden and 
the republic engaged them mutually to fupport each other’s 
interefts. The Stvedcs replied, that the Dutch were the ag- 
greflbrs, and the authors of the war, by the treatment which 
the Engltjh amb^ador had met with in Holland ; an alliance 
purely deftnlive coulch, tn¥!^^e, lay the crown under no 
ibliggtion of engaging in this endeavoured 

to fet the chancellor right in this%aiticular, and oppoieJ 
with all his might the intention ot\bc court to fend an 
embafly to Loudon, . He even threateneo'^lp quit Sivcden if 
this refolution was pcrfifted in ; but he w^^jven to undcr- 
ftnnd the queen was not to be directed whc.'^c ffife fent, or to 
whom flic paid her compliments. All thf /: the Dutch am- 
baiTador could obtain, was^ a kind of prbmife that Sweden 
would obferve a neutrality. 

Finding all his endeavours to procure a renewal of the 
treaty of 1640 fruitlefs, Buiningen turned his thoughts .to 
the court of Denmark^ where hepromifed himfelf more fuc- 
cefs ; becaufe it rarely happens but the crowns of Sweden 
and Denmark embrace oppofite interefts. Chrijllna^ jealous 
of his negotiations with her rival, now oft’ered her media- 
tion to procure peace with England and the republic. /?«/- 
^gen liftened to the propofal, but at the fame time privately 1 
purfued his application to the court of Copenhagen^ in 
which he met with greater difficulties than he imagined, 

/rom the extreme circumfpcfliion of the king and miniftry. 


La vie Tromp, p. 105. 
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Theff; the Dutcman ftrove to rAmove by a ftr^lngem, whJcl^ 
•might have proved a fevcre blow to the Englijh commerce. 
A fleet,of aiove twenty Ihips of th«t nation was then to re- 
turn front the Baltic^ laden with naval ftores. Apprehenfivc 
of being intercepted by the Dutch fquadron cruihng in the 
Sound y the captains deiired permiffion the king to flielter 
thcmfelvcs in the haibou^ of Copenhagen Leav^was accord- 
ingiy granted, and the Dutchtnyoy had influcnce\jough over 
the fovercign, and fo thorough a knowledge of 
lent pafTion, avarice, that he perfuaded the kingto feC^he 
(hips, and confifeate their cargoes ; hoping by this meins to 
prtidiice an iireconcileable breach between Denmam and 
England. Some wiiteis indeed charge the whole tranAdion 
on the king^s own perfidy and avarice ; hut Bafnage flftrms, 
and cirrumftances corroborate the allegation, ^hat it pro- 
ceeded from the perfuafion of the Dutch envoy. The fpi- 
rited condu£f, however, of^the parliament deprived the 
Danijh monarch of the fruits of treachery; an Englijh 
dfon appeared in the Baltic^ and foon forced him to make 
reftitulion ; which at the fame time retarded bis declaration 
in favour of the republic. ChrijHna likewife co-operated to 
fruftratc the piopofcd alliance, and ufed every intrigue and 
chicane of the cabinet, in favour of the parliament ; but in 
Treaty Kcifrr^ the Du^^vew^ whc> fucrccded But^ 

«v;V//Der.‘ ningeuy fuimounted evrryj^lirfra£lion/and finiflied the treat)! 
mark. with Frederick III. Im/^nfcqucnce, the king ftipulaAd to 
equip 20 (hips of WM^nd the ftates general to pay an an- 
nual fubfidy ot ij^ooo rixdollars. The treaty was ofFen- 
fivc and dcfcrmjl^ it being agreed, that*ncithcr party (hould 
conclude peS^ Vithout the confent of the other; and the 
Dutch drew this advantage from it, that the E^gUJh were 
excluded the benwt of trading to the Baltic^ and of buying 
up fupplies of naval (lores, the king of Denmark having the 
abfolute command of the Sounds and of courfe of the Baltic. 
In. other refpeias the alliance proved ufclefs ; for the king 
was (o apprehenfive of his qv/n coads, that he would never 
permit his (hips of war to join the Hollanders^ or proceed to 
any diftance againft the common enemy, notwithftanding 
the repeated rcmonftrances and complaints of his allies \ 
A number .of other circumftanc<“s likewife contributed to 
deftroy the expelled cfFcfts ; but we fhall avoid mentioning 
them/ as they will more properly be recited in the hi&o0f 
of Denmark* 
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^ Such was the fituatlon^of the rcpubl^ with refpcfi to 
the No> ihf wJien Cromwel rejefteJ the propofed mediation.^ 
of the crown of Sivt^der^ when it was 'generally believed* 
that all thoughts of peace were laid afidc ; hov^iev^er, the 
univerfal diicontent that reigned in the provinces, and the 
elevation of M. de to the office of penfionery of HoU De Wft 
lamU lu room*,of M. fauw deccafed, made great pen* 
changes bj^thc politics of Holland. M. de Wit was theA«^^>‘ 
fpn ot^^^at burgomafter of Dordrecht^ imprifoned by the 
prm^of Orange. He was the ftaunch friend of liberty, a 
perldnal enemy to the Imufe of Orangey and a ilrenuous ad- 
vocatt for peace with England^ which he knew to be the 
moftlEffedijal method of curbing the ambition of this fa- 
mily^ •and filencing the public clamours for a ftadtholder. 

On his firft coming into the adminiilration, he applied dili- 
gently to carry this important point, and to finiih a war 
which anfwered no purpofe butexhanfting the finances, and 
ruining the commerce. For tAe greater fecuiity, he exaded 
an oath from all the deputies, that they would rcligioufly 
keep fecret the propofitions he was about to make ; a^ter 
which he propofed entering upon a negotiation with the 
parliament of England^ without imparting the defign to the 
other provinces. Hodand fupported the great burthen of 
the war; it was*iheret§rc reafonable this province ftiould 
have a principal (hare in n^^gting a peace ; but it was 
neceflary to take fome fteps, betCjc the dcfign fliould meet 
with obftruitipn from the other piv^inces. De Wit\ pro- 
poficion was admitted more readily thai^^e could cxpe6f, on 
M. Doleman^^ (hewing letters which received from 

general Monk^ affiiring him that overturef; would 

be well received at the court of London, j Leyden alone op- 
pofed the meafure, urging that it was ? grofs violatioaof 
the treaty of Utrecht ; but this objeftion was fuperfeded, and 
the ftates of Holland wrote privately to the parliament, la- ^ • 

menting that two powerful maritime powers, conneiled by 
the ties of liberty and religion, Ihould employ their «whole £i,oian^, 
force in deftrgying each other. ‘‘ What a triumph would ^ 
this be to the enemies of the reformation, and to thofe 


who hoped to lay the foundation of a naval power on 
‘‘ the deftrudion of. the mafters pf the ocean.” A variety of 
^her reiledlions were added; and the dates concluded with 
^iequeding, that the parliament would pleafe to appoint the ' 
time and place for a negotiation ; otherwife they mud com- 
mit c.^eir cayfe to providence, and leave the event of ajud 
and neceflary defence to the Almighty, who would not fail 
to punilh that pride and ambition which fiiould occafion the 
* cffufion 
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efFulion of fo in^ch clui/^ian Jlood. All thj- Dutch writel^ 

4 wnaiiimoufly deny, that the republic fupplicated peace at thils 
time> as is Iffcrted by the En< 4 t]h biftorians ; they propofed 
ir indA'cH but fpoke with the trecdoin and manly courage 
n{ ils, whole modeiation, more than thrir inability or 
fear, jendeitd them dclirous of terminating a ruinous quar- 
icl, in which buth fiJes were lolers. .#rhey dgny that any 
letter was ever lei't io I.cuthal the fpealcer, fu^ as after- 
wards w.is n'iv:iic!v h unied about, under the 
Dwihk Jupl luuthn (*f tic jfiitcs r/ Holland, the Ikiglifli 
ofparlhimetu to j^rant ptcu't'^. 'rhis, they aiiedge, was 3 n ar- 
i/vDutcsi tilice 01 Cro/hiVil\, and an impudent forgery to anf^er his 
- own pailicuhir deiirns i:p >11 the parliament. It is, however, 
a hronr?: aigumcnt in lavnur of what the Englijh tvSiters 
K 'atc, chat no rcalon can be afligncd why CrAtnvd (hould 
take the tiouMc of inch a forgery, as it was certainly hi$ 
jut( ivlt that the war fhould go on, the army become ne- 
ceflriry, and tlie hgiUativc pt.wcr fubjetSl to the executive; 
wliich acc<'i''>in;'jy bappeneJ about this time. Some Dutch 
writer^ aV-o ndinuafc, that CrGtmv:!^ when this negotiation 
uMJ let 0:1 tanipcnd with the envoys about a treaty 
v/lth tlic hates againlt the parliament. An infinuation that 
las not the Icalt Ihiulow of probability; for now Cw/iw/ 
;.:k] the aimy had raMually dilla’^^ tj'e o!d fiarliament, and 
I'.d'fliintcti a wrong- headcdJiiwf fanatics, entirely at theii 
iirvotiiui, e.s :i nominal ^^Ulature. I'hc truth is, thclfates 
ol }{'itLvif' wHbed fq^jcace, de ///fpropofed it, and the 
letter we liavc mc^ioned was feiit ; but the republic was 
jiot yet li!f}icicj||fy humble to talk in the petitionary ftile of 
that lupjilicr^jioiVmentioncd by the Engltjh^ it was not be- 
foiv the d( ath oflher brave admiral, and the deftrudion of 
]uir fleet, after the nioft oblfinatc and bloody battle recorded 
in hihory, that (he had recoiirfc to prayers, entreaties, and 
the clemency of the council of ftatc : but as this event 
happened nearly about the fame time, authors have con- 
iounifeJ the cKitcs, and miftalccn the petition to Cromwel 
and his. council, for the letter addrefled to Lenthal^ the 
fpeaker of the houfe of commons. l"'his, however, we 
mull allow, that the ftates appointed three deputies, Bever^ 
flings Nii'upoft, and VcirJer Peter, to negotiate a treaty 
yN\i\i Cromwel y without confultiiig the parliament; but be- 
fore the enibafly fet out, or the inftrudlions were drawlf 
up, admhal Trompy with above 90 fliips of war, fell in 
with an EngVifl) fleet of the fame number, but greatly fu- 
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pet^or in fize and weight of i^ietal, under command of 
Aiorik^ Dearth Pen^ and Laivjon. Before he fet fail, he , 
complained of the incquali|y of his ftrength, the |L'hief part 
of his fleet confifting of light merchantmen, convcrted*into 
men of war, and commanded by the very offi(.cis who had 
been taxed with cowardice in former engagements. To 
fhcvv his obedience anJ^dcfire of ferving his country, Trornp 
accepted the c?jmmand ; but acquainted the ftates that he 
could not a.iiwcr for the confequcnces of a battle. His re- 
montff^ce produced a refolution to equip with all cx- 
peditiorf a fquadron of thirty large (hips ; but before this 
armament was got ready, Tromfs fate, and that of the 
republic^ were decided. Fiis inflrrudtions were, to take 
under hii. convoy an outward-bound fleet of merchantmen, 
and to efcort/iback to Holland another fleet of near 300 
trading vcflels. 'rhis cornmiflion he executed with fo much 
addrels, that not a finglc fhip fell into the enemies hands, 
though he was clofcly purfued to the height of Aberdeen. 

Piqued at their difappoiiitment, the Engltjh reeked their 
vengeance on a fleet of fifliing-boats, and fpread terror 
along the coafts of Holland, Van Troihp,^ determined upon 
retrioutiori, failed for the Downs to light the enemy; but 
not finding them in that ftation, after fuftaining a warm 
fire from Dover f for the coaft of Flandtrs^ 

wb^eic the Evglljh fleet was ^i^'^ied. They immediately Ai:other 
cngagCxi with equal alacrity, and '/flight with incredibley2^?.^^6^ 
fuiy till night interpofed. Dean was ki«Med in the beginning ivh:h 
of the adlion, but his lofs was conceale.l with admirable the Dutch 
prel'ence of mind, and the battle renewed*^? e*xt day with an de- 
frefli vigour. Lavjfon charged with the blue ^qiaklron, con-/^^^‘‘f' 
fifting of forty ftout fhips, with fuch impetuofity as forced 
tlic Dnuh line, and would have taken de RuyteVs fliip? bad- 
he not fcafonably been relieved hy Van Tromp^ who pierced 
thro' the thickeft of the enemies fire to his afliftance. Trornp 
was engaged b/ Monk^ and the battle raged from morning 
to night, each party being ignorant of the Idfs they /uf- 
tained amidfl: impenetrable clouds of fmoke. At lafl ammu- 
nition failed, and the Dutch gradually flackened fire, and at 
laft withdrew, all T'romp'^ menaces and perfuafions being un- 
able to bring his officers back to the charge. Their fury*, 
funk beneath the wel]-condu£fed ardor of Che EngJiflo^ the 
vgai^ht of whofe metal gave them great advantages. Trotnp 
fliad been fwice taken, but his own and de RuyteVs bravery 
refeued him ; fix of his beft Ihips were funk, two blown up, 
and eleven taken ; yet only the want of ammunition, and 
of fpirit in his captain?> prevented his renewing the fight, 
^3 • and 
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and accfiptinff the cartel ofiFered next day by thz En^fi* 

^ All the iiw-^/z/zhiftoriaiis agree that the DOteb llackcned fire 
and witlylfcw by three in the afiernooti ; but it is certain 
ibiittnii^ht i'eparated the combatant*, and pt)nibly faved the 
fleet Irom entire defl.t»dlion, as it (uinilhcd Tro?np 
with the opportunity of taking Iheher behind the banks of 
whcic he could not be pu^lucd. 

Now the vidoiious tnemy r<'de triemp^nt before the 
Tc:<i'!y until the DdUh fl»’Ct afle*' \'lcd at from 

Wa '‘i : ' and li.^yfci lint n*n*..t-itrana s to thigttiJtes of 

" *" ■*’ the inci^uality of then f}rer-.;^th. 1 i cy defired eitRer to be 
r'l railed, or pul upon a foiling v»rilh the enemy in weight of 
n.t Lil, and force of fhips, and alio that lloie-<bvps might 
atLLMul the fleet, as the want of amniunith>n had caufed 
tiu’ !^>rs of the two hifl battles. Thev defy-cd payment of 
the Lamens waget, a rccomnence for the Vv'oundid, and re- 
waiJs foi thofe who had (ig nail fed thcmfelvc Ri^yUrj \n 
particular, declared, that •he would no longer hazard his 
reputation, until the fleet was augmented with large fhips ; 
;mJ vice-admiral de Wit exprefild himfclf in the firongeft 
mannei in the afl'embly of the ftates of Hclhmd\ Why/’ 
lays he, Ihould I conceal from you, who are my fovc- 
reigns, that the EngliJJj arc our maflers, and confccpjently 
“ lords of the ocean ?” Tb§ ptr>mhed to pay due 

regaid to the rcmonftraiv^S and immediaicly f.nt to the 
other provinces, to l^^ifrow ;t Turn fuflic lent tt r C(fuip[*i*ig 
thirty firft- rate fliip 5 / for which the admiralty had order & to 
provide Tea mi ft ores, rigging, and other mrccfiaiics, .ind 
tf> be diic£ltd/n thofe pai titulars by 2/^7/.//, Rv\tcr^ and 
Hit, 

Trtmrilfsin Yet could not thefe vigorous rcfolutlcos apneafe the 
citfertnt .murmurs of the people. The provinces weie overwhelmed 
parts of vvith confternation, on feeing the armament they deemed 
ilollanj. inv.ncible, defeated, (haltered, and blocked up in their har- 
bours. Van Tremp^s compl linrs, and the inftigation of the 
Orange party, cncieafcd the popular diicontent ; and it wa^j 
infinuatcd, that the republic was betrayed, and an unequal 
force font againft the enemy, only to fiiew the ncccflity 
of making peace upon any conditions ^ To this, the ne- 
gotiation entered upon with Crottnvel^ by Buiningen^ added 
fuel, and the flame now burft out with fuch violence as 
threatened the ruin of the provinces. The enemies oj the 
houfe of Orange durft not prefume to mention peace, fol*^ 
fear of exafperacing the people^ and the ftates, contrary to" 
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ih;jlination, were forced to proceed with redoubled vigour in 
repairing; the Aeet, as the oeft means o/ appeafmg the 
public difcontent, and obtj^ining reafonable term# from the 
enemy. » • 

But what chiefly excited p iblic commotions, was the op-- 
pofition made by d' JVit and the Louvejlein party to the 
jcreation of a ftadrhoh . This faftion wKbed for a peace, 
for the proteftioi. cf hiufu and the friendfliip of England \ 
they were confequcniJy (.ncLiies to the houle of Stuart^ 
but Tromp was popul;' , he efpoufed the houfe of 
Orange^ wifticd for a ftadtholcler, and the continuance of 
the war upon fuch a footi* as would give fome chance to 
his talents, and an opportu^ of retrieving his glory. An 
accident happened that [zav int to the popular difeon- 
tent. The jwung prince ot Orange was to return from 
Breda^ and ihe children at he Hague formed themfelves 
into companies, with Cre^nge ftandards, and proceeded to 
meet the prince on his jounicy. As the prince did not ar- 
rive on the cxpedled day, the young foldiers feparated at 
night, and retired quietly to their feveral houfes ; however^ 
that they might v.A entirely lofc the expences bellowed in 
colours, ftandards^ and military enfigns, they aflembled 
next day, and appeared in arms before the palace. The 
magiftrates g2v&:;3id€rSjthcjf^Jhould be chaftifed j their pa- 
rents flcAv to il<e alllftance children ; and, in re- 

venge, tatt.ic*:rd chc houfe of M. deWit, whom they ima- 
gined the IT .ft Violent enemy cf the houfe of Orange, The 
tninuit could nut be fupprefled without a;>pIication to mi- 
litary force. A parry of foldiers was calleo^p^ and crouds 
of chc mutinc'^rs, men, women, and children, v,'cre thrown 
into prifon. Now the whole province was in a flame^ 
and it v/as neceflary to keep firong guards in the towns,, 
to awe the multitude, who ‘hreatened deltrudlion to all go- 
vernment. At Sluys all precautions proved fruitlefs ; the 
herring-filhers, incenfed at their being deprived of bread by 
the EngUJh^ took arms, feized on the arfenal and mcjga- 
zines, mounted the cannon on the ramparts, fired upon the 
troops brought to quell ihe mutiny, and ifliut the gates 
again ft Brederode^ marefclial of the camp, fent by the ftates 
to apply eftedlual remedies to this dangerous diforder. In,, 
this^ Situation ftood aftairs for feveral days, without any 
pi^bility of gaining admittance into the town. At laft a 
iiappy ftratagem put an end to a riot, which might have 
produced the moft fat;d confequcnces. A meffenger from 
the ftates came to the gates, pretending that he was charged 
with a fpecial commiflion, upon which he was introduced 
Mod. Hist, Vol. XXXI, C c to 
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to the town-houfc, and the^ people were fumiQoned 
alarm-bell to attend. They 'all flocked frotn theirhoi/fi^ and 
polls, eager to hear the propofljions; and while the melTen- 
gef was, in a loud voice, reading a paper he held in his 
hand, nine companies of foot feized on the gates, entered 
the town, took prifoners the ringleaders, without refiftance, 
and terrified the inhabitants into fAmillidn before they had 
exchanged a blow. Some of th*e feditious gave out that 
defigns were formed upon their privileges ; but their voice 
was diowned in the general conflernation, and^be aflu- 
ranees given by the chief officer, that nothing more was 
intended than to reflore the public tranquillity ^ 

This tumult was no fooner fupprefled, than another ap- 
peared in the Texely where the count de Nnjfau arrived, on | 
advice that an expedition was preparing iv^EfigUind ' 

this ifland and the BrilU. He was received by the people 
as their deliverer, and crouds of men and women went to* 1 
mi.et him, brewing the Way with flowers, Thefc honours 
‘ (hewn the count, and the libeity he had taken of aflembling 
I’onie troops without their orders, gave umbrage to the 
Ihtes of Holland^ who beheld with furprife the authority 
he aflbined in a piovince where he had no legal power. 
The prudence, however, difplayed by the count fatisfied the 
liates ; for he retired upoivjSndiDg his^reience had given 
offence, and afTured th^A^es, tnat his intention was only 
to animate and roufif tne drooping Tpiriis of thi peRple, 
terrified at the thou^ts of an invafion. 

These tumults had one very unexpefted confcquencc. 

It iufpired*j^ magiftrat^i of Hacnem with the refolution 
of elciSHng a ftadtho I hey accordingly inftrufled their 
penfionery tc bclore the ftates their determination, to 
dclirc thei: ^ ^acurrence, and toaffure them it would not be 
long poflible to withftand the eaecrnefs of the people in 
favour of the houfe of Orange, The ftates were furprifed 
at feeing a penfionery imprifoned by the late prince of 
Orangey charged with inftrufiions which they believed in- 
confiftent with his principles, and demanding the rc- 
cftabliftiment of a ftadtholder. But his condufl: foon ef- 
faced their fufpicions. He communicated his inftru£lions^ 
tO'M. de before he laid them before the ftates, and was.* 
fo convinced by the arguments of that able ftatefman, that 
he changed bis fentiments, and prevailed on the magi^tes 
of Haerltm to drop their intention, 
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The Zealanders were more firm and refuIuleSn their pro- fhe 2et- 
te^ings. The^preceding year they had demanded a ftadt- landers f/* 
holaer, perfuading themfelves they would be fupoorted by 
the ftates of Prifland aad^Groningen. They even <h>iabted 
not but thefe provinces would thauk them for fo fe^onablc^^ ^ 
a propofition. The difpute was carried on with greater 
violence than the preceding year ; but the addrefs of dc 
IPlty and the firm op[«fition of the ftates of Holland fruf- 
trated all the endeavours of the Zealanders, But to enter 
juftlyinto the politicks of Holland^ it will be neceflary to ’ 
take a ^ihort view of the ftate of England^ and the in- 
tngUes of Cromwel. The old parliament was now dillblvcd, 
and the legiilative power in the hands of Cromwel^ and the 
eoUhl^ll of ftate. Bevernhi^y and the other Duuh deputies, 
had made him frequent overtures of peace ; but his beha« 
viour was alw*ays fupercilbus, and his anfwers equivocal. 
Notwithftanding this, no fooner were the deputies gone from 
his prefence, ihdViCrofnffvers agen^ iniinuated, that the Duich 
were not to judge of his feiitimencs from his exterior ap- 
pearance, which he adapted to circumftances. Ignorant of 
ihd true meaning of this duplicity, the deputies were, above 
meafure, confounded to find, after a tedious negotiation, 
that all their pacific conditions were reieded, and they were 
told that no peace was to be expefled, until the Hollanders 
confented to unii? both^ates^? clolely, as that they might 
befome one people, and form oi.e ynitcJ commonwealth. 

This propofition appeared equally abfurd and infolent. One 
of the deputies, N:euportj oblcrved, that it feemed to be 
cxadtly copied from the parliament’s inftruiSions to their 
Commiflioners in SioUand\ concluding that Cf^nwel pro- 
pofed treating the republic as the parliament had done the 
ScottiJIo nation. It was CrQm%id\ defign to prevent ihej- 
election of a ftadtholder, and to procure the difmi/fion of 
Van Trompy whom he knew to be a ftrenuous partizan of 
the houfe of Orange, He therefore intimated, that an ac- 
commodation might be efFe£led on thefe condjcions. He 
hinted, that if the Dutch confented to the union propoied, 
an immediate celTation of hoftilities would enfue, a free 
trade be reftored, and the privileges of filhing adjufted to 
the entire fatisfadion of the United Provinces. Some writers^ 
pretend to treat this whole negotiation as ideal ; but what 
pro^s its reality, is the advice Tent to the ftates by the com- 
ip^ners, of all the proceedings with CromweV% agent, 

^d the confcquences of that notion, which had almoft de- 
feated the whole defign. The correfpondence was difco- 
vered by the Orange fadion ; and Crofnwel concluding it 
^ C c a Could 
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could not be.lon^ kept fccfet in England^ where It n^ght 
ruin him wi:h his party, aflumcd a moreYevere brow;^and 
next time he met the commiflioners, declared, that fuch 
was flie fituation of affairs in HoUandy that England could 
have no fecurtty in treating with the tepublic. Nor was it 
long before the commilfioners received from the council of 
ftate an explicit explanation of th^^^ormer demands, in the 
following terms : That the two republics ihould coalefce, 
the whole united dominions be fubjc£f to one govern- 
ment, compofed of the natives of both countric 5 ,^fn fuch a 
manner as ihould be to their mutual advantage ; and that 
each ihould, without any diftindfion, enjoy the lame privi- 
leges and immunities with the natives and inhabitants of the 
refj^dlivc countries, as tohoufes, lands, pofieffions, commerce, 
fifliing, and every other particular. Such •was the fcheme 
of this political age, mad with projects, and inventive in 
plans of republican government, which, if poilible, they* 
would have eflabliihed bver the fabc of the whole earth “• 
It is fufficient for our purpofe, that the propofal was highly 
refented by the deputies, who regarded it as throwing •ridi- 
cule on their charadfer, or the kheme of an enthufiaft. 
Without, however, giving Cromwel a definitive anfwer, they 
acquainted the fiates of Holland with the offered conditions 
of peace, and patiently waji^d for^further inftruftions. 

,7 47r- It was during this fulpence, that the famous battle was 
fought, which brought the war to a fpeedy iffue. After 
the laft a£lion d^ JVit and the Dutch government made iur- 
prifing efforts to recover the fevere blow then received, and 
put the fleet'^n a more refpeftable footing than before. Se- 
veral lar|e ihips were added, and all more completely man- 
ned and provided ; every pretext for quitting the fervree was 
taken fiom Van^Tromp and the other admirals, who now 
took the command of a fleet of one hundred fail of fine vef- 
fels, all fit for adion. No motives either of hope or fear 
were wanting to the failors, their pay was doubled, thefhips 
vtftre croviMed with volunteers of the firft faihion, and no- 
thing lefs was expe£led than that the enemy would be ob- 
liged to fereen themfelves in their harbours. Yomg Van 
Trompy who had deftroyed an Englijh man of war in the 
StreightSy and diftinguifhed his intrepidity and valour, was 
ordered home with his fquadron, and every meafure pufhed 
to the utmoft, to oblige the haughty ufurper to hafl^ to 
reafonable propofals. The enemy ilill blocked up the7^^> 
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theroafts of HoUand were bcfieged, and the harbours fo ' 
narrowly watched, that al^ the merchantmen fell intc^ the 
hands of the Englijh, It was of the utmoft confequence to 
oblige them to retire, as they equally diftrelTed trade and 
the government, by e;^citing clamours among the people^ 
who exclaimed, that they were facriiiced to the treachery of 
the ftaces, and cowardice of the naval officers, a refleflion 
that waj;^ pointed at the heads of thofe captains who had 
been ac^jufed of negligence in the lafl: engagement. I'he 
Dutch armament was now In two diviiions, under f^an Tramp 
and di Wit^ in different harbours ; and the great difficulty 
was, how to effedt a junction, without being feparatelv at- 
tacked by the enemy. Before they fet fail, great deoates 
arofe in the fta?es, concerning the infiru6hons to be given 
I their admirals. Some oppofed venturing another engage- 
ment, and urged it wouid be fufikient to convoy the home- 
ward-bound trade, and particularfy the rich fleet from Indta^ 
which would li^nable the republic to equip fuch a navy as 
the enemy could not prefumc to face : others prefled hard 
for an engagement, affirming that the public murmurs were 
only to be filenced by the din of war, and the roaring^ 
of cannon ; a victory, they faidj would infallibly reflore 
peace and tranqufliity. 'The litter opinion prevailed, and 
Van Tramp had orders to fight, tht firA opportunity. With 
eighty-five fail this admiral fleered along the coafl: of Zea^ 
land^ and on the 31ft of ^uly difeovered the Englljh fleet, 
confiding of ninety- four fine fhips, under the,condu6l of 
Monk^ Lavijfon^ and Penn^ at the diftance of five miles a- 
head. By the (hifting of the wind, the enemy gained the 
weather-gage, which determined Van Tramp to avoid an *•. 
engagement, make all poffible fail for the ^exel^ and there * 
join the divifion commanded by de JVit and Ruyter : happily 
for him a ftorm arofe which prevented the Englijh froiti 
forcing him to an engagement, and he embrac^ the op- 
portunity to effeft the intended iun^lion. His fleet was nbw 
augmented to one,-hundred-ana-twenty fail, with which he 
proceeded in queft of the Englijh^ deferied them on the 
fixth of Auguji between Scheveling and the Meufe^ amd im-^ 
mediately gave the iignal for battle. Tramp took his ftation 
on right, Ruyter led the left, Evertzen was in the center, 

^Ti^he command of the rear was affigned to de Wit. At 
'leven in the morning the two fleets engaged, with equal 
ardor, within fight of the ihore, which was crouded with 
inhabitants, eager to be fpe<flators of an a£lion, which 
.fliould determine the fa^e of the republic. Both behaved 
Vjth wonderful addrefs, and fought with fuch prudent and 

C C 3 fubdued 



i-Ia 


g^o *tbe Hijiory of the United Provi;iccs, 

TuMued courage nu never before appeared in any fea-iight. 
Thf <^nilon of above two hundred men of war fired in- 
ceiTantly ; the fca was covered with blood, and wrecks of 
fliips, either burnt or (battered to pieces. Tmmp^ agreeable 
to cuftom, pierced the enemies Hn*, and put it in con- 
fafion ; but, on his return, encodbtered admiral Goodfon ; 
here he was furrounded by the enemies (hips, and delerted 
by his own ; but he foitght with fuch defperate^ury aa 
would have extricated him from this difficulty, haa he not 
Tromp unfortunately (hot dead with a mufket-ball, as he was 

hlUd. gallantly giving his orders on the quarter-deck His 1 aft 
words were. Take aurage^ my boys<, I have run my courfe with 
glory, Bredernde took the command, conce^alcd the admi- 
ral’s death from the reft of the fleet, and behaved in a 
manner worthy of the fuccellbr of the brave Van Tromp. 
The Dutch firc-{hips mad^ great havock among the enemy, 
and a terrible conflid happened between the ^ivifions com- 
manded by Lawfon and Rtcyier. At laft the Dutch admiral’s 
(hip was ihatcered to pieces, (he was towed out of the line, 
and Ruyter^ (Hifting his flag to a frigate, returned to the 
battle. But all his efforts could not reftore the fpirits of 
the Teamen. It was now known that Tr(^p was dead, and 
an univerfal dcfpondency fudCeede/, as if vi<!ftory depended 
wholly upon his arm; /everal (hips fell back from t^e lihe, 
the whole was in confufion, a rout enfued, and terrible 
(laughter of men, and deftruAion of (hips. Agreeable to the 
Dutch beft atteftcdi accounts the Dutch loft twenty-fix men of w^ar, 
defeated, four thoufand^ men were killed, and two thoufand taken 
prifoners, naif of whom the humanity of the conquerors 
jfaved from being fwallowed up by the ocean. In a word, 
the viSory was complete, but purchafed at a high price. 
Moft of the Englijh (hips were difabled, fome were entirely 
deftroyed ; they had fix hundred men killed, and near a 
thoufand wpunded, many of whom never recovered, and 
the whole fleet was in fo wretched plight as to be unable 
to purfue the blow, and deftroy the broken remains of the 
enemy in their flight. The Dutch indeed alTert, that the 
yolTes wbre nearly equal ; but the confequence demoftrated 
'that they were defeated. The United Provinces were over- 
whelmed with grief and confternation, while every tton 
in England blazed with bonefires, and rung with rejoicing 
The lofs of Tromp was alone fuificient cau(e of mourning ; 
but as that hero had many enemies, the univerfality of the 
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d^ondency evnced, that U flowed from 
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more general 
a private man, as much 
as he was adored by an* 


misfortuhes than the death of 
feared and deteilcd by one partyi 
other (A). • • 

The republic had paid dear for the, freedom of trade and <The /Itua* 
navigation of the ; but they refoilvf‘d to. profjt by it. tian ef 
The Englijh fleet withdrew from the coafts of Holland^ in Holland 
confequence of the late battle, and Ruyier. was now ordered ttfm’ tUt 
to convoy a vaft fleet of merchantmen out of the Channjs). 

This profpeiSl of reviving commerce fortified the tiiitch 
againft every misfortune, and the flattering promifes of car- 
dinal Maxnrin infpired them with courage, under the pret- 
fiire of a fignal defeat, to difpute the terms preferibed py 
England before the laft battle. Yet Cromwel was apprised 
how impoflible it was for the Dutch government to continue 
the war, while the republic was divided by facElion, and the 
people clamorous for a ftadtholder. All their preparations 
gave no difturbance to the penetrating ufurper. He beheld 
with unconcern their efforts to repair the fleet, the promo- 
tions among general officers, the rewards given to merit, 
the generous flame that feemed to warm every bread, and the 
appointment of the celebrated Opdam^^ command of 

lieutenant-admiral, in the room of the dcccafed Tromp. If 
he regained tlf& adv^itagc5«vyhjch Mawrtn had Jatoly ac- 
efuired over the ballance of Europ^yJ^e was fenfible that all 
his otner wilhes would follow, i he dates perc^ ived his 
defign ; they knew his ability, perfeverance, and courage. 

They fdw his great preparations, and refolved to anticipate 
confequences. Accordingly two deputies were difpatched 
to London^ with orders, however, pofitively fe rejeft the 
fchemeof union propofed by CromweL When Nitupott^ 
Beverning^ and JonqueJial^ h^ laid their indruidions befo>^* 
the council of date, they were agreeably furprifed to find 
Cromwel relax confiderably with refped to the coalition of 
the two nations, and in lome other fevere demands ; parti- 
cularly as to the right of fifihing upon the Britijb coad»: but 


(A) No foonerdid the fleet 
arrive in port, than the flates 
ordered Ruyter and Evertzeu to 
a Vend, in order to be minately 
Jilformed of the circumftahcci 
of the engagement, and the ftate 
of the lofles. From the exami- 
nation which pafled on this oc- 
cafion, it was obvious, that the 
Butch believed all thei^ officers 


had not performed their duty, 
riioogh the public thinks of the 
aflembly were returned to 
/rr, Evertxen^ and Other admp , 
rals, for their gallant behavi- 
our; and they were exhorted 
to continue their fervtces, with 
the fame zeal, intrepidity, and 
fidelity, they had hitherto dif- 
played. 
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two very difagrteab)e articles* were now a/lded, waf. t^at 
^ the ftatiss ihoitld engage to exclude the priiice of Orange 
from^ all the employments held hy his anceftors, efpecially 
thofe Sx ftadtholdcr and captain-general \ and that they 
would limit the navy of the republic to a certain number of 
(hips, not to be exceeded without,. leave from England. 
Thefe points were difpuled by the e^mmiffioners, with all 
the arguments in their power \ but finding the protestor in- 
flexible with refped to the article regarding the prince of 
Orange^ they dcfired leave to lay the ftatc of the hegott- 
ation before their conflituents ; for which purpofe Bevern-* 
ing returned to Holland. 

A. D. Peace with England was the wifli of every difpaf- 
1654. fionate lover of his country, and the chief object of the 
f^cfce pro- attention of the ilates general; The Zealan£rs^ however, 
fofed and ftill infifted on the re-eftablifliment of a ftadtholder, and a 
ahftru^cd clofe union with France^ by^ which they imagined the war 
h ^ might be conduiSlcd to advantage, and the haughty enemy 
-f. reduced in a fhort time to the neceffity of relaxing in the 
dtjfiattueu ^jgj^ conditions preferibed ; but Holland conftantly op-r 
pofed this meafure, as dangerous to liberty, and unprofit- 
able to the republic. The ftates general perceived the dif* 
Acuity of equipping an armament, able to cope with the 
Englifl). They were aware otthc fnconv?niencies under 
which a republican gqycrhmcnt laboured in all disputes 
with a defpotic enemy. Croniwel^ though his fituation in 
the fupreme power was unfteady and ir&ome, yet mana- 
ged with fuc^ addrefs, as to acquire an abfolute autho- 
rity. The legiilaiive and executive power being veft- 
ed in the fame perfon, a£fion was as quick as thought, 
^.d the meafure no fooner diftated, than it was executed 
^ith the promptnefs peculiar to monarchy ; for in this light 
England was now- to be regarded. Befidcs the inability 
of bringing the war to a happy iflue, they were fenfible 
of the inconveniences of the attempt, 'which would be 
yiolclitly oppoYcd by a ftrong party, unlefs their favourite 
views of refloring the ftadtholdermip were indulged. In 
a word, they had a moral certainty, that the profecution 
o^the w&r could only terminate in the ruin of the finances; 
the deRrudlion of commerce, and the harmony of the 
. peopl^, witjiout a fingle counterpoifing advantage. It wa;s 
jipon this account, the return pf Beverningy with propofal^ 
pf peace, gave great fatisfa£lion ; and the exclufive article 
refpedling the houfe of Orange^ was kept a profound fecret. 
The myftcrious behaviour attending this article, gave rife 
fo an opinion that it was fupported,^jf not originally pro- 



i^r Ripuhlic of Holland* • 

p(ftd by the piuifioner de Wk j but when the af&ir came 
to be publickly known, he cleared himfelf of this accula- • 
tion, and proved that pSace was to be purchafe^ W no 
other condition 

When the commiflioners arrived at the Hague^ they 
found the dates difp^fed to accept peace, even with this 
limitation, provided fUromzvel would relax in the article 
which reftridlcd the number of (hipping which the repub- 
lic was^ allowed to maintain; however the confent of the 
other provinces was abfolutely ncceflary, though the ne- 
gotiation had been fet on foot without their knowledge. 

As the ceremony of affcmbling all the provincial dates 
would be tedious, the dates of riolland fent Beuerning back 
in the fame frjgate which had brought him from England^ 
that the ardor of Cromwel for peace might not cool, or 
any obdrudtion be thrown in the way of the negotiation* 
This meafure gave offence to, the other provinces, who 
thought themfelves entitled to an equal (hare in the con- 
cIuQ: of this important affair. They accufed the dates of 
Holland of an infraction of the treaty of Utrecht^ by fepa- 
rating themfelves from the other provinces in the clofe, as 
they had done in the commencement of the negotiation ; 
and Bevernitig regarded in England^ not as the ambaf- 
fador of the republic, but of*one province only. Though 
h(? had, been only a few days abient^ the court of Cromwel 
put on a new appearance, and the general voice of th6 
nation Teemed to declare for the profecution of the war. 
nurloe complained, that the Dutchman was an no charac- 
ter, had no indruCtions, credentials, retinue^ or com- 
pliment, in the name of the republic, to the proteClor on 
his elevation; and Beverning that this might be im-.. 

puted to the earned dedre of the dates, to lofe no oppor- 
tunity of promoting peace, and dopping the effufion of 
blood, and dedruCUon of the human fpecies. 

It was, perhaps, a lucky circumdance fpr the IffoU 
hnderSy that Don Ahnzo de Cardenas^ the Spanijh ambafla- 
dor, endeavoured by all poflible intrigues to thwart the 
negotiation. Cromwel^ who had his defigns upon &pain^ 
propofed no advantage to that court, from the ruiif of thaw 
trade and navigation of the United Provinces^ The 
nia^ offered large fubddies to the proteClor, and gave hiin 
/^rSpes that Dunkirk would be put into his hands, if be 
continued the war. He doubted not but Aich ptopofi- 
tiofis would prove flattering to Cromwell pride ^ but he 

^ Basn^ce, p. 3z^. 
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> was miftaken. The proteAor amufed with Spaitiy orfy 
to procure the better terms fregn Holland^ jind demon- 
ftrate \c^the republic, that he could balUnce the alliance of 
Francty by oppofing to that nation the whole power of the 
Spanijh monarchy. 

While matters were in this traifjp* commiffioners were 
appointed in HoUandy to examine the propofitions brought by 
Bevirning ; but after they had reduced them to tolerable order^ 
and made them confident with the articles drawn u|va*t the 
Haguey S/. "John and Stri^landy the Englijh envoys, raifed 
up trefc difficulties. New inftruidions were Tent to Bever^ 
ningy and he had orders to folicit the ratification fettled 
at Haguiy and have it inferted in the treaty; and at 
length, the provinces finding that Spain had n>ade overtures 
to Cromwdy determined to veft Nieuporty Beverningy and 
Jong/ialy with the charafter of ambafladors and plenipo- 
tentiaries, in order to flatter the pride of the new pro- 
testor. The chief remaining dificulty, was the ex- 
clufion of the prince of Orangey without which Crom-> 
tuel declared he could think no engagements with the 
dates fecure. The ambition of that houfe, and their con- 
nexions with the SiuariSy would always give difturbance 
to the republic, and £nglandy^n\c(^ the fr>rKe was effec- 
tually cut off from all expeXations of ever filling the of- 
fices held by his anceflffrs. So little hope was there, th*&t 
the provinces in general would ever be brought to confent 
to this articl^ that it was religioufly concealed from yong^ 
Jlaly who was a Frifelandery and tranfaXed between Crom* 
tvel and Be^erningy the latter promifing in the name of the 
^ftates of lioUafidy that they would never confent to the 
""elevation of the prince to the fiadtholderfhip. Cromwel 
thought hinfifelf fecure of the republic^ once he obtained 
the promife of Hellandy the moil wealthy and powerful of 
all the provinces ; it was, however, certain, that Holland 
alons^ could not refift the other provinces, without a direX 
breach of the union, aitd expofing the republic to the mod 
dreadful calamities of a civil war : if they ftrenuouffy per- 
dvered ^ havmg a ftadtholder, Holland muft yield, or the 
/^public muft fall ; and poflibly it formed a part of the 
proteXor’s policy,' to light the iparks of civil divifion, by 
which he might be able to extend his own influence 
the whole 

At length, after tedious conferences, the following ar- 
ticles were figned by the Dutch ambafladors ; that the re- 

^ Idem. tbid. Lb Clerc, iR>m. ii. « 
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public fhould in no 0iape aflid, aid, or abet, the houfe of 
Stuart^ or the adherents* of that unfortunate fanijjy#; that er peaces 
her (hips fliould pay the required compliment to the Brl- 
iijb flag; that due punifliment ihould be infli£led on pnnet 

cruel perpetrators of«che horrid maflacrc at Amboyna ; that 
eighty five thoufand founds fhould be paid to the EngUJk^ ^ 

as an indemnification of their loifes ; that the ifland / 

Poliyof (hould be reftored to the Eaji India company ; ^erjhip^ 

that commiffioners fliould be fcnc to London^ to adjuft 
farther particulars, relative to the tragical affair in the 
Eajl Indies^ for which reafonable fatisfa^fion had never 
yet been made to England. The ratification immediately 
fucceeded tlyc figning the treaty j but now the myftery be- 
tween Cromwet and the provinces of Holland was to ap- 
pear, with refpeft to the exclulion of the prince of Orange» 

Some writeis aflert, that the (pciet lay between Cromwell 
de and Beverning^ having never been communicated 
to the deputies of the cities, who cxprelfed the utmoft 
aftonifliment when it was mentioned by the penfioner, 
for their approbation. The peremptory tone of CromwA 
vindicated the conduiS); of the penfioner. His envoys told 
the ftates, th ^ as they accepted or rejeded this condi- 
tion, they dioTe peace or i^arj either was in their option : 

Aich jvas the proteftor’s categoricrj anfwcr. De If'it en- 
larged upon the fubjedf, with all the arguments of reafoa 
and rhetoric, he (hewed the neceflity of peace, and the 
impoffibility of obtaining any mitigation in this article. 

At length he carried his point by a majority, ipnd a folcmn 
a£t was pafle J, whereby the prince of Orange was excluded 
the ftadtholderlhip, and the other high offices, held with 
fo much dignity by his anceftors.* This of exclufion 
was fent to England \ but de Wit^ forefeeing it would one 
day involve his country in civil dillenfion, charged the 
ambafTadors to make one laft effort to fatisfy Cromwef by 
a general treaty, without particularizing the exclufion of 
the prince of Orange ; but all remonftrances on this bead 
proved fruitlcfs. The aft was no Icfs necella^ to the 
politicks of Oliver^ with refpeft to the Stuart family, 
to the completion of bis triumph over the houfe of- Orange^* 
afid the republic of the United Provinces. In this manner ^ 

''Was peace concluded, iigned, and ratified, little to the 
honour or advantage of the republic, as it laid the foun-* 

^ Vid. Hifi. of the Engliih Ball India Company, VoL x. 
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dation of thofe unhappy divifions, which hdB almoil 
ved the provinces in ruin. 

Though the exclufton-a£t was kept as profound as could 
poffibiy be expedied, where the affair was entrufted to the 
diferetion of near one hundred different perfons, yet it 
could not be long concealed from thtj^Princefs Governante 
of Orange^ who was fo deeply interefted. It even took air ini 
the cities, and occafioned fome popular commotion? at 
the Hague, No fooner was the piincefs acquaintedr with 
this article of the treaty, than file prefented a ftrong re- 
Tbetrtft' general, figned by herfelf, the 

/O- guardians of the young prince, 
range re- There they exprefled their aftonifhment at the unprecedent- 
monftrates ^d, unprovoked injury done to .the prince, in excluding him 
againfi the an authority pofieffed with fo much glory and ad- 
a^ofex^ vantage to the republic, by his anceftors. They repre- 
clufion, fented, in the ftrongeft terms, the violence offered to the 
treaty of Utrecht^ the privileges of the other fix provinces, 
and particularly the infult offered to the tender age of the 

E rince, and to the fex of his female guardians. They cx- 
orted their high mightinefles to interpofe in behalf of the 
infant, and prevent fo grofs an affront to a child of his birth, 
expeftations, and promifmg qjj^litiesy^ the fi^prefentative of 
thofe heroes who had fpilt their blood in the glorious cauf^ 
of liberty, and defence iff the freedom and religion df the 
provinces. They concluded with obferving the applaufcs 
which fuch an aft of juftice would meet with from the 
world and theiV own confciences, the unhappy confequenccs 
which it might obviate, and the retribution they might ex- 
peft as foon as the prince was of fufficient age to thank his 
prpteftors. To the fame purpofe was a letter fent to the 
ffates by his elcftoral highnefs of Brandenhurgh^ but neither 
produced any effeft. The refolution was taken ; it was 
powerfully fupporied, and was now irrevocable, unlefs they 
run t^e hazard of incurring the refentment of Cromwell and 
of being taxed with levity and want of firmnefs and con- 
ftancy. 

, But the remonftrances of the princefTes, though not to 
T e people ^aiffcgSKled, were of Icfs importance than the difeontent 
people, and the violent oppofition of the provinc^. 
All proCeffed with one voice ag.unft the aft of exclufioif^^ 
The deputy from Frifeland entered a proteft, with the fe- 
cretary to the ftates general, againft the fecrct negotiation 
with Oliver^ and the iniquitous exclufion of the prince of 
Orangey by which Holland had given a violent ftroke to the 
liberties of the republic, the articles df the union, and had ^ 

(hewn 
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wn herfelf equally unjuft and uneratefurf« . 1 . 1 . 

Orange, This proteft was, howem ennJ 
ftates of the province, though they were nr 'he, 

after, by the influence of th! coum it ^ 

other moie bitter and fevere, in which t\r ' *"* ( 

M. it Wit perfonally„as the firft auJhor'^ complanied of 
tins iniquitous adt, 4they were ptafed ,0 
^ewed no I'^fs vivacity and arf^rKmei •. 

interSt ; Overyjfd^ though torn by domeftic hr '•? ’ 

into the fentiments of the oXr nrT„ entered 

embraced the fame caufe, thoueh wit^ Uf”’ Utrecht 

with more caution and referve As to Cr attti 

HO L Lti ND oppofed itfelf vigoroufly to fh;« l- 
nation, which threatened the dilTolutimi of Sc * • 
being of the republic, by exeS a oeSe Sf 1 “"'°"’ 
the minds of the people an<* 

bcMcul, Mapp.ffe.' rta»"4S 

oppoCnon, tliq, km iottma,.™ ’»'* 

ion, once more to try their influence with CtonJ! Cromwel. 
piocure fome mitigation in the a£t of to 

V.. ro „ i,ah„.:pSrcS; .‘."1 

fiarded as an equivocation of the treatv rhar h f 
to Knew the war unlefs the a<a se^J’ *bathe tbieatened 

confequences. The next ften waf m Prevent worfc 

Crenth to the ftates :?z JU a„S tK “ 
demonftrating the neceffity as well as thc^ffl*’'^®’''!’"®* 
peace, but this ip.ftle produced no 
anlwered bv the'zrZdrrr, and 

helS* f ^«ff<'«/objeaed^o thT ^ 

hea^-of proceeding, affirming, that the'^nSS-i 

ought to have been communicated to SeTaSftf 

anfwer was returned, prefuming it noweSaJr^*" 

^Hottani^to make ?»»« 

0^r,airur,ngherhighne6 that nfdifteWl'K 
mily, but the urgent neceffity of the ftate h^fc S .. 

.efato fuch a mcafure, equally difagreeable toS ' 

Warmeft friends of the houfc of Qr,^^ “ ‘® ***® 

aplogyin *. 

* BaSNacE, p. 44,2, 
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in anfirer ^ gave the ftates 'the highcft opinion of hcf 
moderation^ prudence, and (Nveetnefs of dirpoficion. Kar 
from reproaching them with what was now" irrevocable, uie 
only lamented the unhappy ciroumCtances that rendered 
fuch h hieafure necefl'ary, and exhorted the deputies to ap- 
ply their utmoft endeavours to rehore the public peace 
and tranquillity. Not fatisfied with this, the ftates appointed 
commiftioners more accurately to eX’^mine this affair ; and, 
foon after, their apology was publilhed, by the name of 
DtduHUm^ or Inferences from thejiate of affairs. In tliis piece 
was examined, whether Holland had a power of entering 
upon a feparate negotiation with Cromwell and how far this 
province had the right of fovereignty, independant of the 
other provinces, included in the union ? The whole defign 
was to prove the affirmative from pofitive fadls, and the 
particular declaration of the king of Spain relative to this 
province. Though the difeourfe was laboured, . and the 
arguments fpecious, the wrong principle upon which thole 
opini* ns was founded, \vas dbvious to every attentive reader. 
By acknowledging that the abdication of the catholic king 
vefted thi*? province with fovereignty, they acknowledged 
Holland the hereditary right of the kings of Spahiy and which could 
/endsdepu’^ not be deftroyed by any aft of a particular prince, who 
nes to had no power to give away the right of his fucceflbrs. Bc- 
apokgize, what had this abdication to d6 wift^^vhe article of 

the union of Utrecht^ whereby all the provinces were bound 
not to enter upon any feparate war or peace, treaty 6r alli- 
ance, negotiation, alienation, &c. without the joint confent 
of the other provinces. Such were the objeftions to thefe 
deduliionsy as they were called, though they at that time 
cfcaped obffti^ation. It is true, this writing was fevcrely 
cenfured, and feveral bitter criticifitis upon it were publifhed \ 
but no one thought of attacking the foundation and demon- 
flrating the fallacy of the principles. Guelderland^ Frfekndy 
and Zealand taxed the ftates of Holland with ingratitude and 
arbitrary proceedings ; they retorted the charge j the pro- 
' vinccs were filled with faftions ; the republic on the brink 
of diflblution ; and the ambaffadors, who bad carried on 


the negotiation, and figned the treaty, in the moft 
iijjjdilgi^e. mortify- 

jtffairs 4 lituation of affairs, happily for the provinces, the 

conduft of the king of Denmark engaged a part of the pud)- 
maj^ lie attention, and diverted it from a difpute, which, frbftK^ 
its warmth and acrimony, threatened dangpr to the ftate^. 


Idem ibid, k fcq. Ibidem. Ls CLsac, p. 84. tom. ii. 

and 



cr of Holland. 

and particularly to 4 ^ If^h^ the ambaiTadors,* ^and the pro* 
and agents in this new treaty. It was before ob- 
lerved, that king had not complied with a finale 

article of the treatytof dliiance formed with the r^ublTc^ 
notwithftanding he veceivcd pun£)^ual payments of a large \ 
fubiidy. He now ingratitude ^ to treachery. To 

extricate the king fri3m\he difficulties in which he was en* 
.gaged with the parliameift of by the 'feizure of a 

fleet of merchantmen bclon^^ing to that nation, the flaces 
gei^^I indemnified the Englijh merchants, in hopes thereby 
of more cafily attaching that monarch to their intcreft, and 
enabling him to execute the treaty with the republic. 
Fredtrick^ however, not only evaded the treaty. But the pay* 
ment of the money advanced for his ufe ana conveniency ; 
after which ^hc entered into a clofe alliance \yith Crom^ 
%uel^ leaving the Hates general to exclaim againft his in- 
jufilbe and perfidy. In a word, this double dealing of the 
king of Denmark proved of ^e greateft advantage to the 
United Pjrevinces \ it filenced their private animoficies for a 
time, though it by no means removed the caufe, or ex*- 
tinguiffied thofe iparks of difeord, which flamed out with 
redoubled vigour after the prince of Orange came df age, 
and Ltwis XIV. had invaded the Netherlands* 



SECT, ‘^XI. 

The hijlory of theUnMd Provinces continued \ the 
particulars of the fecond war with E.«^gland, and 
Either trarfa^ionsj to the invajion of the Netherlands 
by Lewis XIV. 

N ot HING occurred to diftiirb the tranquillity of the A. D. 

United Provinces until the year 1657, when a violent 1658. 
war was kindled in the north, and purfued with fuch'inve- State of 
terate 'animofity between the crowns of Sweden and Denmark^ the repub* 
as foreboded the deftru£lion of one of the parties, and. proved Uc with 
highly prejudicial to the commercial intereftof tb/rcpulJjc. teffea te 
Charles GuJIavus had fcarce afeended the throne of Sweden y Sweden, 
tl^ben his politicks gave great uneafinefs to the ftateS gene* Braadca* 
‘ral, at that time incumbered by a war with England^ and a 
, fruitlefs but clofe alliance with Denmark, ThoiTgh the ex- 
clufion of the prince of Orange^ and the little regard paid to 
the rcmonftrances made by the eleflrefs of BrandenbsiVgh in 

' bdhalf 



^he HiJiory of iheVtii^ Provinces; 

behalf of the young prince, had produced a coidnefs betw^fl 
the electoral court and the repfiblic; ynt that wife prince was 
fenfible he could not more efFctSluallyi fortify himfelf againfl: 
the gcaCping views-of the Swedijh moncirch, than by entetang 
into an alliance with thef/w/W Provibces. The ftates gene- 
ral had one reafon for embracing^the overtures made by 
the eledor. It was their interefl’-^wi^h refpeft to the public 
trade, to provide that the Sweaes did not gain pofTeflion of 
the ports of Prujfta ; ^and f-Kough flic duke of Newbfirgh^ 
and the emperor, advertifed them that fuch an rnliance 
would give umbrage to all the claimants to the duchy of 
Clev£Sf yet their regard to trade prevailed over every other 
conlideration. In e/Fedf, an ofFenfive alliance was con- 
cluded, whereby the ftates undertook to proteft theeledlor^s 
dominions, including his coafls, and the durchy of Cleves^ 
againft all enemies whatfoever ; while the eledlor engaged, 
in return, to defend the republic and her commerce in the 
Baltic againrt all attacks, r.nd to give the ihipping of the 
republic free entrance into all his ports in PruJJia and Pa- 
mcrania. This treaty gave offence to the elefior of Saxony^ 
to whom the SivjcUjl) ambaflidor infmuated, that it tended 
to cut off his pretenfions to the duchy of Juliers. 

During thefe intrigues count Kmingfmurk had great 
fuccefs in levying troops in the du^'hy o^Jiremeriy which , 
gave the alarm to the ftates general. To obviate dangf**, 
they formed a body of^horfe and foot, which they cantoned 
on the borders of the Tjply under count Brederode, Another 
corps, led bv the count de NaJJauy was potted in fuch a 
manner as to cover Embden^ Coeverdeny and other towns of 
Frifelaf id \ but on KoningfmarPs paffing the Elhiy and 
joinii^ the Swedes^ thefe troops had ordets to return to 
...iKicter-quarters. Thus the Dutch were eafed from the ap- 
prehenfion of an immediate attack. After the Swedes had 
taken the capital of Polandy and forced king Cafimir out of 
his dominions, the conquerors were penetrating to the pro- 
vinces of the eledlor of Brandenburghy which obliged him to 
enter into negotiations with the Swedijh monarch. He of- 
fered to join his forces to the Swedesy provided the king 
W9':ld Qbolifli the homage for ducal Pruffia required by the 
Poles ; Out the treaty with Holland proved a great cbftruc- 
tion to his defigns. At length a treaty was concluded, 
whereby the eieAor acknowledged himfelf a vaffal of^he 
crown ol^Swedetiy for ducal Prujfta and the ports of that 
kingdom and of Ppmerania were opened to the Swedijh fliip- 
ping. Thus the treaty between Holland and firandenburgh 
w:;b rendered ufelefs, and the republic was expofed to all the 
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ngtnnzc Charles irritaicd at her engagem efif* 

with Denmark^ aftcl thJ laic treaty with the court of Berlin^ 
formed evidently agailft tfcc crown of Sivedin, To pre- 
pare againft accidtiiisloblige the Swedes to icturn tfi their 
own poits, and fcciue navigation of the republic, the 
Hites general rofolvcd toNguip againft the fpring a fqua- 
dron of fifty ftiips of wa*r^ 'J^e Dutch commerce ia the north 
w3s interrupted by a SivediJI) fleet which blocked up Dant^ 

^'here no velfils weie 1 uffSted to enter, except upon 
certain Itonditions ; and Guflavus had impofed a duty on all 
meichandife fent to Pdlaii and other fea-ports of PutJJia* 

'rhis conduct he juttified by the example of the Hcl'amicrs^ 
who had prohibited the SivcdiJJo fliips from entering the porta 
of Flanders during the war with Spatn^ although they them- 
fclves were furftilhing the encin-y with ammunition andpio-^ 

^ vifion; and likevviic by their condudl in ihc late war witli 
England 

'riiis laft traiifaclion it was rtiat determined* the ftates 
general to dlfpatch M. Van Buinlngen to Copenbagmj to cn- 
gage his DanlJIj majefty to declare openly againft Sweden ; 
but that prince dreaded the victorious arms of Gujiavus 
They like wife made fome overtures to Cromwcl wdth refpedt ^ 
to the firuaiion oJ[ affairs in the north j but Charles Gujluvus 
had anticipatedii*^rn iiftheir defignson the electorate. He 
hacj, fint an arnbafi'ador to England to explain his reafons for 
declariij^ war againft Poland^ to propefTe means for prevent- 
ing the Dnith from trading to the Baltic^ under pretence 
that it was injurious to the EngHjh commerce, and to fettle 
atreaty of commerce with refpedt to the imporis and exports 
of the two kingdoms in their mutual trade. 

All this time, M. Nieuport continued in Lcndfjn^ in qua- 
lity of envoy from the ftates, to regulafc tire aff'airs of*ri^«»- 
Indian trade, the difputcs relative to Arrhc'jm^ and to ftudy 
the protedlor’s difpolition towards Szveden, Commilfionors 
were appointed by the two Eajl India companies for adjuft- 
ing their dif^utes ; but the limited time elapfed without 
their coming to any agreement : upon which the proteftant 
cantoq/s of Switzerland were chofen arbitrator*^. worlt 
they cchild poUibly have thought of in commerced 
The Swifs no fooncr opened tneir mouths as umpifes, than rf-- ^ . 

they^betrayed their profound ignorance of trade and naviga- Dutch 
tio'^i upon which the contending parties perceiving their 
error, prolonged the (pace allowed for the negotiation. It 
was not the defire of giving fatisfadlion to England^ but of 

» Le Clerc, ibid. 

Mod. Hist. Vol. 5 CXXI. 


D d obtaining 



402 Tb$ Hijlory of the Ut^Jv'r^-Provinces, 

obtaining redrefs, that made iht^ folicitous^c 
this negotiation. The En^Ljh J^aji hdift company accufed 
thcD^^i^ommiflioncrs of fliuffling ai*d duplicity intherefti- 
tuiiiui Pohroa^ and Inciemiiificati^n of the Ioffes fuftained 
by the company in Zz/tZ/V/; and th in iffioners wanted to 
ballancc this againlt the lofles of^/^public, in confcquence 
of the feizurc of their Ihips hy^^n^ltjh privateers before ajid 
lince the war. They plieii Crchutel with rcmonftranccs 
upon this head ; for ftill the grievance was forely It, and 
their merchants daily plundered in the high Teas by fwarms 
of piivatccrs fitted out againft the Spaniards^ with whom 
Crnrmvel was now at war. In the end, thefc altercations 
fubfitled in a treaty between Fiance and England^ in which 
the repuldie WMs included ; after which, bc^th nations fent 
fh'cts to the A'lcditei i aucLiHy to fupprefs the Algerine corfairs, 
who had given abundance of difturbance to their com-* 
merce . i 

the republic was fortifying itfclf againft the de- 
ii/v tj'r the ^ f Stvci/eti on the one hand, and of England on the 
p/ovinces, tJthcr, a variety of circumftanccs contributed to difturb th^ 
internal tranquillity of the provinces. One of the chicr 
was the project concerted by M. de for bringing the 
revenue into proper order, by the rjfJudfiou of intereft paid 
by the government ; but the great aJdreis ol‘ that ftatefman 
furmoiintcd all diffictJties in this affair, in a manger 
gether uncxpc^^Ied, and convinced the creditors, that it was 
more to their advantage to receive four per cent, than to 
withdraw Ihcir money ; becaufo by this means the foreign 
debts might be paid off, and the intereft of theirown loans 
increafed ar. ihc capital debt diminifhed. l^his was de TVifa 
*• and not what wc arc told by {orr.c EngliJJj writers, 

of equal afll-ffmcnts on all the provinces, which would have 
proved the fevereft oppreffion, confidcring their inequality 
in point of wealth and ability. To this was added another 
fvbjedl: of debate, 'I'hc death of Brcdcrodc^ marefchal gene- 
ral of the camp, raifed up a variety of candidates for that 
employment. Tliofe of moft confideration were both of the 

' of Orange. claimed it as the right of fenio- 

rity afjo long fervices j and Uilliam^ governor of Frifeland^ 
founded his expedtations on his own influence and avarici- 
ous connexions. AH the partifans of the Orange family 
ceded with the other j but the province of Holland pai.o- 
iiized the former, out of perfonal pique to prince William. 
"I'he ftates of Hciland had not forgot the attempt upon Am* 

* Idem, p. 86, torn. ii. 
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Jlerdd^ nor the yiolcrce wi^h jvhich William had oppofed 
thecxcTufion-a£l. Th| couht would have carried his point 
in the aflembly of thi flates general, were it to b^^lc- 
cided by a majority of vtYces ; but here unanimity was nc- 
ceflary, and Holland affii^ed, that the office was dangcious 
in time of peace, as it ^^n&ntly gave the command of the 
arniy to the fame pcrfon,«wn^might thereby acquire an un- 
due influence. M. de TPit prel^ted a memorial, which he 
hoped v^puldwconcile all differences, but it rather ferved 
to quiet tor a time, than remove the dilicnfions ; for the 
office in difpute remained vacant, and the candidates foon 
after refumed their pretenfions. Next followed fome alter- 
cation about the manner of educating the young prince of 
Orange. Some y^re for appointing a minilfcr of the gofpel 
for his preceptor, that he might be early inftrufted in the 
principles of the reformed j’eligion. This opinion was fup- 
ported by Zealand ; but the ftatesof Ihlland oppofed it, from 
an apprehenfion that the clergy would blend politicks with 
religion. The princefs governante requefted that the prince 
^ might be put under the tuition of certain members of the 
Itates general, and the courts of juftice, that his tender mind 
might receive deep impreffions of the conftitution and form 
of government 5 but the^ dates general fearing that file in- 
tended by this •t^umplimcnt to gain an influence over the 
jjioft^confiderablc members of their body, declined the ho- 
nour, under pietence that they could not decently interfere 
with the pr >per bufinefs of the prince’s guardians. This 
debate renewed in fome provinces the old affair of the 
ft.idtholderftiip ; particularly in OvcryJfeU where the towns 
and villages were filled with riot and confufion* As ufualj 
a thoufand other points of altercation arofc from this fingle 
queflion ; and the point now was not, whether there fliouI3”" 
be a ftadtholder, but whether certain cities enjoyed certain 
privileges ? It was a difpute between one city and another^ 
about points which had no relation to the general plan of 
government, and therefore fcarcc worthy of notice in a ge- 
neral hiftory*-'. 

We (hall conclude theyearj with obfervlng that d vjo- . . 
lent plague appeared in Leyden^ which fwept off 
thoufand of the inhabitants; but was happily prevented by 
the diligence of the magiftrates from fpreading itfclf further 
intc tTie provinces; and next^ the magiftrates of Amjlerdam 
laid the foundation of that immenfe pile of building, llnce 
uifiverfally known by the name of Siadt/mfe, 
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“J'he new year pioductd fiefli {aufes' of appreKenlion, 
that the Dutch conimerce niig|t fu|cr from the rapid con- 
qnffts of the Swedes^ as the Itates w re upon very indifferent 
teims with that ckjwii. They hryTittcd Out a large fqua- 
dron for the protection of the ^^tic trade ; but the aflii- 
ranees g’ji^cn by the amjaflguor lulled the ftates into 

fccurtty, and prevented the^fiiling of that powerful arma- 
meni. Now the duties^ laid by the king on all Dutch 
traders to Riga^ again rouf^d the republic, deter- 
mined her to act vigotoufly. With this view, (he font am- 
bafladurs to Copenhagen and Siockhohn to the former, with 
inteiuion to excite his Danijh majelty againft the Surdcs ; 
and to the latter, to remonilrate on the injury done to ti'.eir 
commeice by the late unwarrantable and ^arbitrary impofi- 
tions. The envoys were arrefted At Lauicenhurgh, through 
which they piop 'led pafling in their way to Dantzicky but 
afterwards releai'ed, and apologies made to tlie ftates gene- 
ral : however, this conduct ferved only to inflame their ani- 
mofity. In conrcquencc, admiral Opchm received orders to 
fail d'reflly for the Baltic^ toproteCt all the Dutch fliippin^ a 
and lay every pollible obftruCtion in the way of his &wcdijh 
majefty, if he rcfolved upon the ficgc of Dcrntzuk: Oliver 
Cromzvel interpofed, exhorted the ,ftates.^ot to break with 
Ciijlcrous^ and ofl'ered his mediation to reconcile their dif- 
feicnccs, under pi'Ctence of a zealous regard for the* pro- 
teftant religion ; but his intentions were lufpeCtcd. Ctom- 
2vd was well V' wn to have ufed religion as a malk, to con- 
ceal the m.;it daring and villainous tleflgns ; the ftates per- 
fuaded thcrnfelves, for this rcafon, that he muft have fonie 
othci object in view, than the good of the chuich. In their 
- irnf-vver, therefore, to the protector’s letter, they w'armly ap- 
plauded his piety ; but in fuch a manner that Cromzvel 
fliould perceive they were not blinded by his afteCled con- 
cern for leligion ; adding, that, far from having any inteii- 
iion of Coining to a rupture with Gu/lavuSy they had fent 
ambaffadors to renew the ancient alliance between the 
crown of Sweden and the republic. 

'^pouT this time Gii/lavus turned his thoughts towards 
Denmark. He fent M. Durell to the court of Copenhagen^ in 
hopes of perfuading the king to join with him in oppofing 
ftie entrance of admiral Opdam into the Baltic. Previous to 
this, the fenate of Denmark had remonftrated to the court 
of Sweden on the confcqucnces of the war with Poland ; but 
their letter produced no effeCI, as the king was then ahfent. 

1 nio affair M. Durellhsid inftruClions to take into confidc- 
xadon i but the king of /'declared, that he could 
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not (tat with Swr^h-n v^thcmt t^he confcnt of thff Dutch am- 
balTadw, M. P'an^BuiniigcnA Dh cil inliftcd that no Itrangei^s 
fhould be adiriitted to l-he ci:)nferenccs ; the Danes took the 
part of Butnuigcn^ and* the difpute rofe high, about th^ftm® 
t\\2itOpdam arrived at D\itxicky u^here he was received as the 
faviour of the city. S\\^l hm inllfted that the rcpub'ic could 
lend no afliftance to tft^ of D:ihi:^l.k^ without 

violating the trcaiy of i64a^iind Opdrni pleaded his in- 
ftru(Sli^ns. At Jaft, corferendS^wcrc appointed at Elbingy 
'U'herc t>.is affair was to be maturely diicufled. In conie- 
quence, a treaty took, place; the treaty of 1645 was 
renewed ; the commerce of neither party was to he dif- 
turbed in the B.dtic by the war betv/een Sweden and Poland ; 
a tariff was efiabSifnc J, and the duties on trade regulated 
upon the foinic? footiiu*;* "1 he kings ot F.nnce and iJiiunarky 
the prott..:l:oi n{‘ Engfandy and the elei^ior of 
v/crc likewife included in this treaty. 'Fhc city of Dant/dck 
alfo had pcrmifliuii to continue fubjetSl to the ki*"g of Po- 
landy provided t'lc magiftratc^ afF'idcd iio afliftance againit 
Sweden 

The treaty of Elhing gave fatisfa£l:ion only to the paities d irep*\ 
immediately concerned 7 'he king of Denmark could not iilbing. 
perfuade bimfclf that the Dutchy after the expence of equip- 
ping fo con fid at? armament, would return to their 

porjfs, upon no other fccurity than general promifes fet down 
^‘on papet. M. Buiningen took fire at DaniziePs being de- 
ferted, and wrote in the moft preffing manner to the pen- 
lionery dc li'ity to procure an order from the^ ftates ge- 
neral for admiral Opda?n to feize upon feme of the 
ifiands of the Baltlcy where the fleet might winter, under 
the direction of the king of Denmarky who had it in his 
power to feive the republic cfFe^tually, Notwitnftandr.-g 
this application the fleet returned, the public cxctaimed 
againft the unneceflary cxpencc of the armament, and the 
ilates vindicated it, by demorifl:rating, that to it was owing 
the treaty of Elbingy which they affirmed was*equally ad- 
vantageous and neceflary to the republic. 

While the ftates were endeavouring to vindicate the 
meafures they had taken for fecuring the trade of the 
theloudcft complaints were made to the feveral c()^ieges of 
the admiralty, againft the depredations committed by the 
Englijh privateers. De Ruyter was ordered to put to fea 
with a refpeffable fquadion, for the protedlion of the Dutch 
commerce ; but he foon found the office extremely dif- 

^ PuFFEKDORF, toxH. vix. lib.j. oftavo. 
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agreeable, and remonftratcd ‘to i^he jtates. upon the liberty 
auumed by the finallcft Englljh f|^gat<;of fearching the men 
of of the republic. Alarmed at jhis report, Ruyter had 
orders to reftrain the Engl'ifii from ^mmitting violence, or 
any way injuring the fubjccts of tlwAates ; bur he was like- 
wife cautioned to avoid, at all the neceflity of com- 

ing to a lupturc with Cromwel ^ by *fliewing the Engrfjh the 
cleareft proofs in his powcj!f^ that none of the fliips under 
his convoy were engaged m an illicit traffic. Thj^ likc- 
wife remonffrated to the protedlor j but Cromwel knew his 
own fupcrionly, and gave no car to their complaints. 
He was now deeply engaged in the means of gaining 
pofleffion of Dunkirk^ the price of the affiftance given to 
the Punch againft the Spaniards^ and confttcjucntly not at 
leifiirc to examine trifling matlers, regarding Dutch traders. 
As the ftates knew their inability to rcdiefs tticmfelveE, they 
were forced to fupport with patience infults which they 
could not repel 

A. D. Next year produced fomc new difficulties wdth refpeft to 
1657. the afiairs of the Norths and the treaty of Elhing^ which thoir 
77v* ftaies ft'ites general, after long clelays^^ refufed at lalt to ratify 
yefnfe to I'he king of Dentnark exerted his utmoft influence to pre- 
r^tify the vail on the Dutch not to confent to u trea^jj^. fo inconfiftent 
treeitj of with their engagements to him ; and the maritime provinces 
Elbjng. likew'ifc exclaimed apfainft it, as it difappointed thciiv mig'nty' 
expectations from Opekms expedition. Neither were the 
Dant%icker5 at all pleafed with a meafure, which tied them 
down to the neceflity of giving no oppofition to the am- 
bitious views of Gufaviis^ although they had no other fe- 
curity than a general promife for his not attacking their 
— 'o/. As to the king of Denmark^ he refolved to profit 
by the prefent iituation of Sweden^ involved in a war with 
all her powerful neighbours, for executing certain defign$ 
he had formed on Schonen^ Norway, and Germany. It was 
of*the utm6ft confequence to engage the republic in his in- 
tereft, and this he laboured by his ambafifador at the 
Hag ue\ but found the ftates little difpofed to accept the 
defenfive alliance. However, the negotiations upon 
this fu^ciSf retarded the ratification of the treaty of Elhing, 
and gave the Danijh monarch hopes, that he might ac 
length be able to fucceed. There was, befides, anothc^ob- 
jedion to the treaty. It was, that fome of the articles were 
oy no means cleaily exprefled, particularly thofe relative to 
duty on mcrchandife. The king of Sweden infifted on 
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the Aieciition the farifk, avid the legulatiofis made in 
1640. To this the i '«/c/;Jan{\vered, that all the lubjcdis 
of the United ProvincX^ wno built fliips in SivedcJi at ihcir 
own cxpencc, were iilitJccl to all the prjvilcv.ts of Afivcs 
of that kin;;clorn. Thfc the king denied, unfels they fixed 
their relidence in Su^ie)\ and became fubjccts of that 
cu)wn. It would, he atfirrn^, be attended witl^the word 
confcouences to his people, tol^ulFer Itrangcrs to cut down 
the fir.-^ll forefls to build fliips^ perhaps to fi^";h^ againft 
their own king and country. In a word, he reafoned this i 

point f'o flrongly, that the Dutch ambaflidors were filcnced, M 
and forced to content them Tel ves with a general reply, that ^ 
they would wait for farther inftru£Iions front the flates 

Though t^ie fl-ates were unable to anfwer the argu- Jlfrcff? 
menrs urged by Gujiavm^ they ncverthclcfs with-held the qitautl 
• ratification defired, and ftrongly infinuated that this could W/A 
only be obtained on the conditions mentioned. It was not Sweden 
the bufinds of Gujlnvus to drive the Dutch into the arms of 
Denmark^ He was fenfible of this, and tried every expe- 
dient to gain them to his own intueft. He made divers 
fpecious propofals, all of which the ftates rejefled, as they 
knew well the terms that wonld be expedit'd. The true 
intereft of the Antes ^confifled in fufFeiing the northern 
princes to exffauA each other by wars and bloody battles ; 
foi* thi^^rcafon it was, that M. Van B? ‘ningen was blamed for 
animating the Aates of Holland agaiiiA the king of Sweden^ 
by reprefenting the adv'antage they might deduce from 
the alliance of the crown of Denmark, lay hii» inAigations 
the city of jinijlcrdam^ of which he was penfionery, inclined 
Arongly to the crown of Deiimark^ and had already fupplied 
that kingdom with a great number of armed fliips to I'crvc 
againA Sweden under Danijh colours. Several deputies of 
the Aates general were accufed of corruption, and this 
matter was put beyond doubt, by letters from the SwediJlj 
ambaffador at the Hagut\ which were intercepted by the 
Denmark^ and fent over to Holland. Here •the 
Swtdijh miniAer appeared perfeitly acquainted with all 
that pafied in the aflembly of the Aates general, and had 
likewife acquainted his maAer that divers of the ucpiiis^rs 
received penfions from the crowns of Sf^ain Denmark^ 

Pleven went fo far as to fpecify the Turns, and the channels 
ofpayment and intercourfe. Complaints were made of the 
Swedtjh ambalfador for the liberties he had taken with the 
reputation of their high mightineAes 3 and he vindicated 
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l.Irr.ifif, by’afFrmin^, that be ^vas inly aiiiwcrablc^ the 
kinp; his mailer (or the contrnts.of lijs letters, and that his 
majeily had violated tlc^a\vs||Of nations, by inter- 
ceptmg the U tters of a print c witjr whom he was not at 
open war. Not fatUficd with thisJpe wrote a farcaftic epi- 
giii'Ti upon the Hates, wh-th hacJ/iTK'»re wit than prudence. 
Jiritated at his conduA they/cfu4'd to enter into confe- 
rences with him ; upon his SvjivIlJI) inajefty declared 

he would hold no communication with the 
Hates, and accordingly refufed them audienc 
bore the charadlcr of ambafl’adors extraordiri; 
creafed the animofity. I'he Hates refented his SweJiJf) ma- 
jefly’s p.:ttinjr their ambaJladors upon a footing w.th his 
miniHer, vtdcl w th no higher character than that of a 
refident ; tl.cy wrote to the king, and he replied, that he 
was rdtonifti* d to fee a people wlio had but a few years 
before grant d precedency to the envoys of ekdors, talk in 
fo high a“'ilrain about tfie dignity of their ambafl'adors. 
The province of Hollmid immediately font orders to the am- 
bafl’adors to retu - n, unlefs the king apologifed for the con- 
du<5l of his rcfidenr, or granted them an audience. Three*^ 
of rhe pr. vinces oppofed this refolution, which they feared 
would pioduce an open rupture j upon whivh Holland re- 
laxed, and confented that the refufent flR:’.!id be referred 
entirely to his S%vedijh majefly, either to acquit or condemn 
his conduct, as he ttiought proper; in hopes t at^this in- ' 
flance of m deration would work a proper effect at the 
C'.urt of Stsi'khobn, Gujhvus did not fail to decide the dif- 
pute in favour of his refident, though he at the fame time 
acknowledged the civility of the Hates, by immediately 
granting audience to their ambaffadors. Tiie truth is, he 
fillf regarded the republic as a concealed enemy, over- 
awed bv fear and intereft ; the event juftified the king’s 
opinion 

The dije DEN MA R K having now come to an open rupture 
rcnce com- v'Hh Sweden^ general B'llde traverfed Holjlein, paffed the 
fropiijed, Eibe^ and poured in with a Danijh army into the duchy of 
Brenen, After lErangcl had defeated part of his fleet be- 
he was more fenfible than ever, that the afllifl- 
ance of me Dutch was ahfulutely neceffary to the fuccefs of 
his meafures. With thefe fentiments he offered tcii^s to 
the flates general, fo advantageous as fubdued all objetStfons 
to coming to a iiipturc with Sweden^ and entering on en- 
gagements with Denmark. The Hates were, however, fo 
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caiWous as to conira'»t only a defc olive treaty .^\vfit'rcby the 
partas agreed \o e:ch ‘other, if attacked, w ith a body f 
of fix thoulUnd men .an^U^ fquadion oi (hips, cr a ilipulatcd 
fum of inon y, as an ‘.njuivalcnt. 

JiMMERSLD in the,, politicks of the AV/i, the ftates did Dantes 
not ncgleci: their coi* \e£tions with the other maiitlmc /’./Vi v/ 
powers. Repeated lints had been made to C;t7A\m7 1''^/ 

or the depredations committed on the high fcas by his pri- f 
vatc^*rs \ but all were dilieg.-'^ded, at leaft no fui>fa‘£lic)n 
could be obtained. The DuUh commerce fuffered equally 
fiorn the Iwarnis of Imall armed vcflels that iffued Oiit of / 
the Frcr.ch poits and preyed upon the vcffels of the icpub-r 
lie. 'riie Dutih merchants toinputed that 328 of their 
fhips hud been taken by tliofc privateers. -IVI. Bdrerl^ the 
Dutch envoy* applied to the. French court for fnii-.ladion, 
and above fifty arrets of council had paflld, to oblige the 
captors to ir.ake reftitution, but without elKc<Sl. At Atar^ 
fellies they attacked the DiiUh c^nful public kl\\ coieicJ him 
with wounds, and left him wallowing in his bb>Gd, bccaulc 
he had attempted lo enforce the ambaffador’s orders, and 
the king’s arrtts. I’his lall violence fo incenfed the fhues, 
that they font inflrudions to dc Ruyter^ to take all (hips 
coming out of Toulon, 'rhe admiral had not long received 
his orders 2 he i'/ct with tw'o Touhn privcUecrs., the one 
ijioiiTiting forty, the other fourteen Guns, 'riicfc he took, 
rcmc.fing all the prifoneis on boa^j his own (hips, w'here 
they foo:i introduced a cemtagious ulforder, of which the 
greater number of themfelvcs, and nvany of the Dutch 
failors died. It was well known that ihcfe Ihips had been 
built in Sweden ; that they belonged to the French king, and 
that cardinal Adazarin had procured commiflions for the re- 
puted owners, on condition that he (hared in the captures. 

They were the lineft-going Ihips of France^ and had made 
an infinity of prizes in this cruife. Mazar'in was incenfed 
at the prefumption of de Ruyter^ and the lofs of his fliips, and 
the immenfe fums of money on board. He reprefentej him 
as a pirate w^ho, under falfe colours, made prize of the 
French vefi’els. He faid, that if the Dutch commerce h.id 
been injured by private fubjefts of the French ^tbe 

ftates ought not to retaliate upon the royal cfpeciiilly 

as the king had iifued arrets to oblige the captors to make 
iktisfadilion. It was urged in council, that fuch an indignity 
to the crown could only be wnlhcd our by the blood of thofe 
who^had committed it, and that if reparationAvas not made, 
ought to be declared againft the republic, and the 
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ing fo notorious offenders, and therebjr becoming parti*^ in 
the offence. However agreeable to 'the dignity of the 
monarchy this fpirited concruft might appear, the ad- 
vice was tempered by the prudence^of the chancellor, and 
the moderation of Villcrol^ who^renuoufly oppofed the 
entering upon violent meafuies ; ifov'*cver, they could not 
prevent the •cardinal’s iffuing a^rordor for feizing upon all 
the Dutch (hips and effects in tXe ports of France, This was 
accordingly executed. Alarmed at f’o unprecedented p* pro- 
ceeding, the ftates ordered M. Bored to reprefent their afto- 
rifihment at feeing their fhips arretted by the kinc^’s order, 
in direft violation of the laws of nations, and without any 
application to them, to know whether or not they approved 
of de Ruytera conduct, without even rcflcff’ng, woether 
ncceffity did not require that a chock faoidd he given the 
privateers, as they had affaulted the Duuh conful, in con- 
tempt of the king’s own authority. 

BORE EL did not wait the orders of the ftate to 
fulfill the duties of his office. He demanded an audience 
of the king, which was granted. He remonftrated with 
great fpirit and intrepidity, thoujrh he was thrice intcTruptcd 
by the caidinal, who faid, His fpccch was not the de- 
daration of a minifter, but the d^f'Iam.uion of a rhe- 
torician.” Bored*s refleftions upon the'^inifter were 
indeed fo fiee and fevere, that he could expeft no 
ordinary effedls from his remonftrance. All he obtained 
was a tolerably filent hearing from the young monarch, 
guided entirery by his prime minifter. Nor did Mazarin 
content him fclf w'ith paying no regard to the reprefentations 
of the Dutch ambattador. He fent M. de Thou to the 
Hague^ to demand fatisfadtion for the infult committed by 
Ruy^er, without fo much as rcleafing the Dutch (hipping. 
De Thou entered into a detail of Ruyter s condudt, which 
he affirmed, before the ftates, was contrary to the cuttoni 
of civilized countries, and highly injuiious to the honour 
of the rcpublfc. It deferved the fevereft chaftifement, as 
trcachciy was added to injuftice. He had hoifted the 
Eng lijh^ & 2 Lg^ and deceived the French under falfc colours, 
wlffih Wi^g never done, except by barbarous nations and 
Turkifl) pyrites, when they lay in wait for their Chriftian 
prey. He had likewife (hewn the urmoft treachery to t^e 
iieur de Lundy captain 6f the largeft frigate, by writing 
him a civil letter, which induced, the unfurpedling French^ 
man to vifit deRuyter on board, where he was detained pri- 
foner. , He aggravated the offence by a thoufand additional 
. circumfences \ and concluded with jequefting their high 
, 3 mighti- 
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mig^fitlndTes to jcRcCs well upon the confi^q nances of fuch 
ufage to the fervaiits of a great king, and protclting ilut 
his inftruclions won, Id aflow him to enter upon no other 
bufinefs, or receive aijy propofitions, until he recuved a 
definitive anfwer to ius demaruLs. I'o this M. de Ghcnt^ 
who prcfided in the '^fleunily of the ftates general, replied, 

JThat the Dutch had evidently a right to maice reprifals, 
that^his excellency, who w^* himfelf a lawyer, if he would 
reafor, impartial Iv, could not^but acquit dc Ruyter, and 
jullify the condu£t of the ftates. Two days after an order 
was idued for flopping all the Frcmh fhips and mer-y^ 
chandife in the ports of Holland, To be in a condition to 
maintain this vigorous refolution, it was propofed to aug- 
ment the navy with twelve capital fhips, and to block up 
the coafts of France fo clofcly as to prevent all attempts of a 
revenge, and render ufelefs tire fwanr.s of privateers with 
which the ports were crowdejJ. 'Fric Hates of Holland^ 
who had projected thele fpirited defigns, repr^fented them 
to the Hates general ; they applauded the condudl of Bored^ 
who had fupported his charadler with dignity, and even 
juftified de Ruyter, Several of the provinces were for coming 
to an open rupture with Frame y but the Hates general 
were more moderate. Their firfl care v/as to guard Hridlly 
againft coroTption, ns it was infinuatcd that M. de Tkou 
\^as t|harged wiih large fums of ,oney for this piirpofc. 

With this view an oath was drawn up and fent to the Hates 
of all the provinces, obliging the members to accept of 
no prefents, fircnuoufly to Hand up in the i' <trcH of their 
country ; to be biaflbd by no private defigns, and not only 
to rejedl all overtures that had a tendency towards obtain- 
ing an undue influence, but to render public every fuch 
propofal. At lafl the Hates general and the Hafes of 
Hollamly each in a body, gave their final anfwer to the 
ambafTador. They complained of the depredations, pyra- 
cies, and robberies, committed by the fubjeds of the French 
Icing, for which no fatisfadion was made £y the goVerii- 
ment. They demanded the execution of the arrets granted 
by the council, reHitution of the fhips and efFeds feized 
by order of tne king, and an apology for the iijjlignity paf- 
fed on the republic in the perfon of her conful at Marfeilles^ 
Pi^ticularly for the liberties taken by the commiflioners 
at Roueuy and other places, of examining the papers, feal- 
ing up the cheHs, and taking pofTeflion of the warehoufes 
of Dutch merchants, 

D E T HOUy finding he could efTed nothing by a high 
)^^d^ wfotq to his qpurt for more moderate inllrudions ; 

.and 
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and he wV.^^rdercd to aflute the 'ftates they fhould have 
ample ratisfadtion, upon reftitution of the two frigates talcen 
by de Ruyter^ after which a treaty^ nf navigation and com- 
merce^ fhould be lettled. Even this ■ propofition was re- 
jected ; upon which the ambalfador dff^lared the king would 
he contented wiih a promifeof idlitution, as an equivalent 
for the (hips, and he would in the mean time give all the 
fatisfacliori required. From fu^ii anf()le conceflions it was- 
imagined the allan was happil . at an end ; but the cardmal 
neglfdled the ratification oflhcfc preliminaries t upon which 
\ the ftates took fire a Lcond time, prohibited all intercourfc '' 
vwith France^ and gave orders to the naval officers to take 
French fhips wherevtr they were found. Never had the 
ftates d Iplayed moie firmnefs and intrepid ly than upon 
this occalion i but though they bid defiance to' all menaces, 
they were eafily ap ea'.ed by conceflions. The king wrote 
them a letter, whjch entirely fubdued by lenity that fpirit 
which leemed to rife witn oppofition. 

The conltancy of the republic was, in a great mca- 
fure, owing to h;r ignorance of the treaty in agitation be- 
tween Qonnvel and Muzarln, Mean time, an accident 
happened, which had almoft deftroyed the eftVft of the 
king's letter to the ftates, and the treaty concluded in con- 
lequence. Rvyter^ then upon a cruise, was i4|^rfned by the 
Dutch conful at Leghorn^ that five French fliips of war had 
put into Via Riggia^ a port belonging to the little rCj^ublic 
of Lucca : thither he purfued them, but being driven out 
of his conrfe by a ftorm, thev had intelligence of his de- 
iign, and made the beft fail for Porto LuneSy a harbour in 
the Genoefe dominions. Here they were blocked up by 
de Ruytery who, though he was not at liberty to attack 
th‘ rnjn a neutral port, found means fo to diftrefs them, 
that they were on the point of furrendering at diferetion, 
whim advice arrived from the ftates of the treaty figned 
with the Ft'ench monarch, De Ruyter^s conduft was fo 
much approved on this occafion, that the ftates, to fhew 
their fenfe of his merit, complimented him with a gold 
chain, in teftimony of their regard. 

D Yufes republic got clear of thefe difputes with 

nvith Por- court Qf France y when flic was involved in others with 
tuyal Portugaly about their feveral pretenfions in BrafiU 

tihout the Mefl' Tenhoven and de Wit were fent envoys to Lijhon k'y 
Brafils. adjuft the affair, and prefent the overtures of a treaty of 
accommodation. The Portuguefe miniftry were equally 
affoniflied at the propoiitions made, and the powerful ar- 
maments with which they were accompanied. Not a mo- 
ment 
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ment was loft in taking overy meafure for the feciirity ^ 
of the kingdom; the ^ards 2X Lijbon weic di^uMed ; all^ 
the captains of (hips had orders to prepare for acl4<j|i, and 
a body of infantry encamped on the (hore to watch 
the motions of the Dutch fleet. After thefe vigorous Itcps 
had been taken, tfec minifters ventured to acquaint the 
•.Dutch deputies, that*the court would ir t liflert to propolab 
with fuch an air of c ^fiance, and wiih all the rigour 
of conquerors. This was highly refenied by the HoUauden^ 
who, in the heat of paflic n, expieiled themflves in dif-^ 
refpcilful terms of the rcyal family, and S^/as^ fecietary 
of ftate ; upon which ordeis were uTued to feizi upon all 
the Dutch merchantmen in the Tu^ns. To luch open 
violences aidcclaration of w’ar mult neccfiarily cnfuc ; the 
deputies quitted L 'ijbon without taking leave, and de RuyUr 
took f( veral Poriu^utfe (hips in the mouth of the river. 

Before their departure thp commilTarics had left 

a declaration of war, fealed up, in the hantfs of Don Pe~ Portugal. 
dro de Sylva. Ruyter now thought himfclf at liberty to 
oflFciilively : accordingly he divided his fleet into three 
rquadron*?, and rcfolved to cruife in certain latitudes for the 
Braftl fleet, daily expected m Eur pe. His own divifiori 
fell in wuh a fle. ’ of forty fail ; but the hazinefs of the 
weather concealed them from his view. Only live (hips 
wer ^ taken, and it was from the ;rews of them he learnt 
that th'* fleet was fo numerous. Another fleet, homeward 
bound from Brajil^ was every day cxpcdted ; but the fear- 
city » provifion- obliged Ruyter to quit his *lation, and re- 
turn t ) Holland^ ^ 


While the Hates were thus cngigcd in an open rupture 
with Portugal an affair happened, at firll of feeiningly 
trivial moment, but in tne end of . -lous conTequenc s, with 
the neighbouring princes o xh^Rhlne. The electors of 
Treves^ 7 l\\ 6 Cologne^ the duke oi Kewhn'gh^ and the bifliop 
of Munjier^ were defirous of entering m’o,a ftrift ajliance 
with the republic, for their mutual defence. Their over- 
tures, however, were coldly received by the ftates of T^ea- 
land and Frifeland^ though the province of Holland ^^nn^oved 
of a treaty of commerce, refpedting the nav^t-ation Cif the 
Rhine ^ upon the terms propofed a few years before by the 
^lector of Cologne. 'This point was under dcliberar on 
when the bifliop o' Munjler.^ quarrelling wn’th his own I'ub- 
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jedls, interrupted the negotiation, and made the republic 
and the princes, iiiftead of joining in an alliance, embrace 
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oppofite partiCT, anil fight with all the bitternefs of invrte-f 
rrat(! enemies. Bernard Van Gdlen^ for fo the bilhop was 
call d, had Tome years before gntf poffeflion of the fee of 
Munjh^\ by a ftrolce of policy. His uncle, who had bred 
him up fioin his infancy, reckoned lilmfelf fccurc of being 
elcLl:ed, when he found hirnfelf outwiUed by his nephew, 
and dilappointed in his expcflatiqns. ^I he pope refuted to 
confirm the election of Van Gal'-n\ but that bold, cntcrp|:i- 
fing genius, fpurnini^ difficuifey, maintained his ground, in 

\ defpite of all oppofition, rendered himfclf refpedlable, and 
^;ven formed vaft projects for extending his power and do- 
fninion. Mis wcaringthe mitre did not prevent his un- 
derffanding the fword. By nature he was intended for a 
foldier, and he followed his inclinations as fopn as an op* 
portuciity ofl'ered. He entered into all the intrigues of his 
neighbours, to whom he hired out his courage and his 
tio'ips. When he was reproached for meditating fuch vaft 
dchgns with ftjch flender forces, he replied. That little faUits 
ft i'qucntij wt 'iu^ht freat mhades. Bcfides the large fums he 
drev/ from the neighbouring princes, he levied heavy taxes 
upon his fubjifts tor the fupport of the army, and, when 
they uviimuicd at the oppreftion, was ufed to fay. That a 
warrior Jh^uld have no more companion than the devil. He 
fooii began to praclifc this maxim upon his'uv^n fubjcdls. 
lake moft other bifliopricks in Gertnany^ the fc,j of 
Mnnjler is fubjefled to the bifhops in temporals as well as 
fpintuals, the prelates uniting in the mitre, the croficr and 
the feepter. S-omc towns, within their jurifdiiSion, how- 
ever, m.iintaiiied their privileges, and among thefc was the 
city of Munjler. The burghers infiftcd, that they were not 
obliged to receive the bifliop’s garrilbn, but that the foie 
command of the city belonged to the inhabitants. Two 
years before the biftiop had introduced a body of troops, as 
neceflkry to the fecunty of the place ; the burghers com- 
plained loudly, and the difputc was referred to the afTembly 
of th^ provincial ftates, who decided in favour of the 
burghers. Van Galen refufed to ftand by their award, fub- 
mitted it to the imperial verdict, and obtained fix months 
delat^’ to produce new arguments in fupport of his preten- 
fions. Alarmed at this proceeding, which plainly indicated 
a bias in favour of the bifliop, the magiftrates fent a de- 
putation to the Hague j rcquclting the republic to include 
them in the treaty lately made with the JIans towns. The 
grand penfioncry de IVit^ who forefaw the iffue of entering 
w}K>n fuch engagements, would do nothing without con- 
fulling the ftates, particularly ihofe of OvsryJJil and Gronin^ 
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gen ; but their deliberations were fo tedious, that the oppor- 
tunity flipped of flrengthening the frontiers towards that « 
quarter. The biftiop iAvelied the town with bis own 
forces, and a body of auxiliaries, and bombarded •if with 
fuch fury, that in the fpacc of a few hours above two 
hundred houfes were fet on fire, two churches demolifhed, 
^and a prielf, as he w%s adminiftering the facrai^ient at the 
altjr, fwept off with the cCnfecrated bread, by a cannon- 
bullet. This terrible fiicrilega, committed by a bifhop, 
roil fed all the fury of the townfmen j they fallied out vigo- 
roufly on the befiegers, and flew great numbers of the pre- 
late’s forces, while their wives and daughters, forming^ 
themfelves into companies, refolutely defended the walls. 
The elcflors ^of Bavaria and Saxony interpofed, as vicars of 
the empire ; the pope, as father of the church, reprehend- 
ed his warlike fon, and blamed the bifliop’s ardor to take 
arms upon fo flight an occafion ; but more eiFc£lual reme- 
dies than pontifical exhortations^ were requifite.* 

When it was known in Holland that a war broke out be- 
tween the bifhop of Munjter and his flock, the republic 
immediately put her frontier into a pofture of defence, and 
fent two members from the ftates general, and one from the 
council of war, with offers of her mediation. The deputies 
were receive civilly by the blihop ; but their mediation was 
r«je(S|J, the prelate excufing him If, under pretence it 
would be an affront to the ffates ot the country, and the 
princes of the empire, to fubmit to any other arbitration 
than theirs ; nor would he fuffer the deputies to enter the 
city, left their prefence might help to animate the burghers. 
This conduit incenfed the ftates general, and determin- 
ed them to fuccour the beficged j but four towns in 
Holland oppofed this refolution, which, however, did not 
prevent the troops from beginning their march. The com- 
mand was given to M. Rhingrave^ commiffary-gencral of 
the cavalry, and governor of Maejlricbt^ as prince Maurice 
of Najfau was at that time in Frijeland, ** • 

VAN GALEN had minute intelligence of all that 
paffed in the ftates general of the United Provinces. He per- 
ceived that this aftair would foon take a very ferious turn. 

He made fome rigorous propofals to the befiSged, which 
were rejedled. However, the nobility, who feared to fee 
ttieir country made the theatre of war, ufed all their influ- 
ence with the burghers to accept of an accommodation ; 
and the bifhop, who apprehended he flioul i in a few days 
be forced by the Dutch to raife the fiegc, relaxed in a variety 
•f articles. A compromife was ftruck up, the gates were 
^ opened. 
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opened, and' the prelate made his public entry in the be-* 
f ginning of December^ but without being honoured with the 
nfuai rejoicings and acclamations.- The Dutch were piqued 
that Aur mediation was rejeded, and the bifhop was irri- 
tated at not being received with the'accuilomed honours by 
his fubjefts, and at the march of the Dutch forces ^ ; he re- 
foived lecre.ly to embrace the firlt ofV,Jortiiiuty of being re- 
venged on the republic, and . Ae inhabitants of Alun/let . 
We (hall fee, in courfe of ou- narrative, how he accomphiUed 
his purpofes. 

Ciz>il Those foreign disputes in which the republic was en- 
'i/t',. gaged, did not prevent domcftic broils. The province of 
O'jcryJJel was involved in violent altercations about certain 
privileges, for fome years pa(l, and there appeared no 
profpedt of an iflue, when fuddenJy thi,* parties came to a 
rcfolution of referring their difference’: to the prince of 
Najjau^ (faJtholder of the province, and M. de Wit^ grand 
penfirnieiv Of Holland^ by whom they wers happily termi- 
nated. But this affair was no fooner ended, than the elec- 
tion efa marcfchal de camp became a new fub^dt of dilfen- 
lion in the provinces. The dates general had a;*pointcd to 
this office, and the dates of Holhmd oppofed the election, 
infilling that the dates geneial aifumed an illegal auihority. 
In fadt, they apprehended that the inffuenccx ' the houfe of 
OrnKge would be drengthened by the renewal of an office 
which had for years 6ccn aboliftied ; and that was the true 
rcafon of their oppofiiion. The affair was agitated with 
great heat, i ntil the rapid progrefs of the Sivedijh arms, and 
the iniferable fituation of the king of Denmarky called for 
the interpofition of the United Pt'ovincesy and diverted their 
attention from an objedi which might have laid the foun- 
dation of a civil war, and the dedrudtion of the icpublic 
Trjcftntes Former engagements to the king of Denmmk^ the bal- 
the lance of power in the North, and the commercial intered of 
kina of the United Provinces, all required that Sweden (hould not be- 
Dermark. come too powerful. As Copenhagen v'as now inveded, the 
dates general propofed fending immediate fuccours to Fre- 
deric ; but the provinces of Zealand, Frijtland, and Guelder^ 
land, infided upon fird creating a marefchal de camp. How- 
ever, this point was dropped, upon the general refolution 
that w'as taken of only fending a naval force. Gujiavm had 
given the dates the dronged affurances that he would neier 
moled their commerce \ he had likewife remitted large 
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fums of money t% his ambalTador at the Hague ^ to be duly 
applied. 111 Older to retarij-the aiHftance intended for Den* 
mark \ hut all his endeavours wv le fruftiated by the vigiUnce 
of de JVit^ and the fpirit' of the people, who unanimoufljr 
refenred the encroachments of this enterprifing prince. A 
large fleet accordingly •fet fail, early in the fptiiiff, for the 
under the con jiiSt of admiral Opdam^ who had ordeis 
iiotl^fly to protect the Ihlp^- ot the repubiic, but to affift, by 
every pdfible means, the king of Denmark^ and fight the 
Siued'tJJj fleet th^ firfl opportunity : if Cronenhurgh and Ca- 
penhagen liiould be in the hands of the Stvedes before his ai- 
rival, his inflrudtions were, to aflift, aid, and abet, all the 
enterprifes of the Danijlj monarch, and with his fleet to 
block up fuch places as the king might chufe to invefl: by 
land, in a word, the republic feemeJ detei mined to keep 
*no bounds with Sweden ; and f^an Biiinhigent who ftill re- 
lided at Copenhagen^ contributed tch fpur on the fl-gj^es, by rc- 
prefenting the infamy and danger to the republic that 
would enfue, from deferting Frederic in his diltreffed fitua- 
tion, and the benefits (lie might receive from his gratitude* 
if a timely, vigorous diverfioa was made in his favour. 

That miniiter had great weight with the penfioncry de PFity 
who entered more ?eadily into his meafures, becaufe he 
was undisr no appiehenfions from Fra^'c or England. 

^FTJift Opdatn had long ftriiggleawith adverfe winds, Sea-fi^ii 
he arrived in ihcSoundy where the Swedijh fleet was imme- heH^een 
diately deferied ; upon which he aflembled a council of his the 
officers. It was carried by a majority to attack the enemy ; Swedes 
but contrary winds kept the fleet back for four days, and <^nd 
the Swedes fliewed no inclination to become the aggreflbrs. Dutch<t 
At lafl a frefh gale fprung up, and Opdarn advanced in three 
divifions, while the Swedlflj admiral, IFrangely was drawn 
up in the fame order to oppofe his paflage. Gujiavus was 
in the caftle of Crenenburgh, a fpe^lator of the adlion, and 
witnefs to the condudf of his admiral, who had already 
won fo many laurels. I'he heat of the engagement fell 
upon Opdam and lVrangcl\ both fought with equal fkill and 
courage ; their ftrengch was equal, but not fo their fortune. 

IVrangil was forced to retreat under the cannon ofrthe for-^ 
trefs, and yield a vi£lory which he fold at the expence of a 
mulytude of lives. The carnage indeed was dreadful in 
both fleets : the Dutch loft two admirals, de Wii and Fhri* 

%eny they fuffered greatly in their rigging, but the enemy 
loft more private men, and fufFered greater damage in their 
hulls. WrangeV s own ftiip was pierced through and through) 
and when he quitted the engagement, he had nirle feet 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXI. E c water 
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^ watfr in his hold. Three Swedijh Ihipc were taken, the 
fame number iunk, and four mere were driven alhore ; but 
wbi'^- gave Opdam clearly the advantage, was, that he 
landed tu^o thoufand men, miliiary {lores, and provifions, 
in Copcnkigen^ by which the city was faved. SwediJJi 
writers have dilputed the vi6l-ory, ‘only becaiifc it was not 
purfued, and bccaufe a piqcel's againft Opdam was 
menced on his return, for not having deftroyed the CtvediJI} 
fleet at Landjh'oon 

This engagement gave great difturbance to Guflavm^ as 
it feemed the harbinger of a declared war with the United 
Provinces, It was debated in his council whether he fliould 
diflemble his refentment at this aft of hofiility, or denounce 
war openly againft the ftates. A variety rvf opinions were 
offered in fupport of both opinions, and the arguments ap- 
peared To equal, that the king took more time to deliberate. 
In Hdland the people ccafoned diflerently. It was not 
thought fiifficient to have afforded the king of Denmark the 
flender afiiftance of two thoufand men, when by tr'^aty 
they were engaged to affift him with double the number ; 
it was therefore determined to augment the number of 
auxiliaries to fix thoufand effeftive men. Only one diffi- 
culty remained, and that w^as with refpeft ^o the payment 
of this corps. Some of the deputies propofed,| that his 
Danijh majefty Ih^uld put Glucjiadt into the 'hands of 
the Dutch ; but de JVit anfwered, that this would excite 
the jealousy of France and England^ who* were already dif- 
pleafed with the conduft of the republic, as was obvious 
from the remonftranccs of M. de Thou^ the French am- 
baffador. 

^he ftates It was the firft intention of the ftates, to leave only a 

jealous of fquadron of lix or feven men of war in the Baltic^ becaufc 
the pro- doubted but Copenhagc?iy with the fuccours 

F^Ta^ thrown in by Opdam, would be in condition to defend 
and^he* winter; but upon advice th^i Efigland was 

kinff of declare for Szveden, the admiral had orders to re- 

France. niain with his whole fleet, to winter in Denmark^ to fol- 
low the inftruftions of Frederic, to oppofe the palfage of 
the Swedlfl) forces from Holjicin, and purfue every meafure 
which could contribute to the common intereft of the 
allies, and difappoint the fchemes of Gujiavus, It cer- 
tain that Cromwd harboured defigns againft Denmark and 
'Holland, but a variety of domeftic occurrences prevented 
his carrying them into execution. He had now got pof- 

* Basnagi, p. 325, PuFFEi.D. tom. vi. p. 144. 
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feffion of Dufilcirkj which had lately been taken from the^ 
Spuniards^ by the joint Sorccs of Frame and EfigliKd, Si:r- 
rendeiiiij; Dunkirk to ^ the prote<Stor, was equaily^fikfonic 
to France j Spain ^ the Pope^ and the Umted Provinces \ but 
CrQ?nivel carried the point with a high hand. T'hc Dutch 
in paiticular had rcafon to complain. I'hey /aw the En- 
^M/h in the quiet enjoyment of a port, which would fen e 
a'k retreat for their priv 2 tc(;rs, and in a (hoit time be 
filled with the pillage of the Dutch fhipping. 'I'he fiati's 
had rather fee Dunkirk in the hands of the Spaniards 
than of the Englifi ; for the intereft of the former, with* 
refpe^t to commerce, began now to be re- uni ted to thofe 
of the provinces. They faw France and England now 
ftrongly cenTonicd by this .bond of union, and began to 
appichend that Furnefe^ GraveUne^ Menin^ Typres^ and Oude- 
narde^ were like wife in danger. M. de Turenm was fixed 
upon bv the cardinal, to quiet •the emotions of the repub- 
lic, anitoafl'ure the fiates, that the king had no other 
, .yi€w in the conqueft of the Netherlands^ than to oblige the 
inhabitants to throw off the Spanijh yoke, and to unite in 
a form of government, finiilar to that of the United Pro- 
vinces, He added, that if a republican government was 
-once affably- *d, the king would willingly reftorc all his 
cpnqtl fts lince the commencement the war, n(^ except- 
ing tiie capital of Artois. The frfends of Fiance looked 
upon this propoial as fo equitable, that xYxf j>reffed the 
ftates to fecond the dcfigns of the moft chrift|'n kir.g ; but 
M. de JVh headed the contrary party, from a conviflion 
that Mazarms defign was only to fow ditTenfion among 
the provinces, and to extend the frontiers of the kingdom, 
at the expence of the Netherlands, But while this point 
was agitated with great warmth, the hidden illncfs of the 
French king introduced a great change i:ito the politic? 
of the court ; and the ftates were relieve d from their ap- 
prehenfions on the fide of England,^ by the* death of the 
cnterprifing, the ambitious, the fuccc-rsflil, and the fple:i- 
didly wicked iifurper, Oliver Crornivel ; at the f.iine time 
the horror, the terror, and the admiration of all hib neigh- hy 
hours. The vacancy in the imperial throne lik^wife made ^ 

confiderable alteration in the ftate of affairs, and HJlmd 
w<is forced to change her fyftcm with the circumltances of 
Europe. 

It was evident that the United Provinces were deeply 
interefted in the fate of the candidates to the imperial dia- 
dem, which was claimed by the archduke Leopold^ the king 
of Hungary^ the eleeftr of Bavaria^ and the duke of New- 
E c 2 burgh. 
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, hurgh. It was contrary to the intereft of the republic, to 
I'ee the power of the houfc of Auflrla enlarged, and the 
empuefnade hereditary in tliat fanniy ; becaufe the ftates 
were not fo thoroughly reconciled to Spain^ but that fome 
articles left undetci mined by the treaty of MunjUr might 
ftill be difppted. On the other hand^* it was apprehended 
that any oppofition to the claims of this ambitious 
powerful family, might kiinjle a war, whiih w'ould ntfCtf- 
I'arily fpread itl'elf to the provinces. The prefent firuation 
of the republic, required that Francs fliould be aflifted in 
fitting upon the impeiial tr.rone, a piince lefs powerful 
than Leopold* However, all their defigns, whatever they 
might be, were anticipated by the election of Leopold^ 
without bloodlhcd, or fcarce jany oppofition fti the diet®. 

LEOPOLD^ immediately after his ele6fion, fent M. 
I.eoprld Trequet in quality of envoy to the Hague,, to acquaint the 
x-ho/en cm- jJates with his elevation, and to folitit their eJofe alliance 
pe,i‘). with the houfe of Aujiria, This minifier hoped the more 
readily that his commiilion would be fuccefsful, becaufe 
the union tended to aflift Denmark^ and oppofe the grow- 
ing power of Sweden* Befidcs, as the ftates were on the 
point of fending another fleet to the Bahic^ he prefumed 
they would have no objedion to aft In confi§ct with the- 
impel arms ; though indeed this proved diam^rica^ly 
oppofite 'ro their defigns, which were to Dhfnark^ 
but not to Mlow the houfe of Aujiria any footing in the 
iflands of thij^ Baltic, Yet the republic made no difficulty 
of renewing her treaties with the imperial court, and of 
compromifing fome difputes about certain frontier towns 
with the Spaniards* 

It was not fo cafy to make up the breach with Portugal^ 
as the republic continued to demand reparation of her 
iofles, and fatisfadlion for the injuries fuftdined by her 
fubjeds. '1 he king of France oftered his mediation, and 
de ^l^ou exhorted the ftates to confent to a fufpenfion of 
hoftilities, in order to fettle the preliminaries of a treaty. 
Accordingly the ftates general granted an armiftice for 
two months, on condition that his Portuguefe majefty (hot Id 
fend an aiflbaflador into Holland^ to treat with the ftates, 
and that in failure of his ariival, the war fhould i;o on with 
the ufual vigour. In the mean time the admiralty ws 
bufied in preparing for the worft, and equipping fuch a 
fleet as it wa^s hoped would oblige the Portuguefe to liften 
to reafon. 1 his fleet fet fail under ds Ruyter in the month 

® Le Clerc, p. 304, tom. ii,<» 
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of yune\ but that admiral never met with an opportunity of 
cxcrciling his valour 5 though his conflancy met with fevere 
trials m a terrible ftorm, which overtook the fleet after 
it quitted tiie coaft of wiollav.d. At length he arrived in a 
(battered condition in the which rendered thePcr/«- 

giiefe more averfe to ay accommodation, relying upon the di- 
vilions among the piowiiccs, the incumbratices &n the India 
cljt^ndny, and the engdirements of the republic to the king 
of Denmark^ that would pri vcift their paying the necefl'ary 
attention to the affairs of Braftl. The commiflioners met, 
and difputed, but fettled nothing 

Stjll the war between Sweden and Denmark raged A. D, 
with unremitting fury. Copenhagen was beficged by land, 1646. 
and blocked 4ip by fca, wnile the Dutch and Damjh fleets 
were locked up by the icei and the Swedes making vaft 
conqiiefls over every port of the Danijli dominions. At 
laff, the allies broke the ice, ayd made way lor fome of 
their (hips to put to fca. Eaily in the fpring, they en- 
coij;2^fTt?tf fix Swedijh men of war, who valiantly fuftained 
ineir firft attack, though prefled with the utmoft vigour 
and impetuofity. After an exceeding obftinate engage* 
ment, they were forced to yield to the weight of a greatly, 
fuperior ftrength, and retire with the lofs of two 
‘'"Hfty g|ns e?cn, one of which was taken, and thcyfnher 
fut'k, reaving a complete and decifivs vidlory to Hoi- 
landers. 

This defeat, the vigorous defeents of \S\^putch fleet, 
and the treaty concluded between France^ r^ngland^ and 
Holland^ to reftore the tranquillity of the Norths operated 
powerfully on the mmd of Guftavus^ who had ftiil obfti- 
Jiately perfevereJ in befieging Copenhagen^ and ruining the 
dominions of his adverfary. To give more weight to the 
treaty, the republic fent de Ruyter with another fleet to the 
coafts of Jutland^ and communicated to him the articles 
'entered upon with France and England^ as the cleareft ex- 
plication of his inftrudions, and rule for his condud):. His 
Swedijh majefty now entered into negotiations with the 
Dutch deputies ; but the arrival of an EngUJh fleet in the 
Sounds and the ambiguous condudl: of that nation, fludlu- 
ating, unfteady, and unhinged in its internal government, 
difpncerted all the meafures of the Hollanders^ and broke 
ofT the negotiation after it was far advanced. Ruyter and 
Opdam even apprehended an attack from the EngUJh^ until 
they received the moll; folemn alTurances to the contrary 

B/^nage» p. 556. 

Ec3 


from 



4^a Hijlory of the UiVited Provinces, 

' from the lord Montagu ; whc^fe departure from the ^ound 
ditapi'rointed all the hopvS ol the Szvedifi monarch. No 
ioonvj^verc the left there* at entire liberty to a£^, 

that! they r-jiiewcd rheir operatioits, harraffing the enemy 
by dcf'ccntr on every fide. It was by the defperatc courage 
of a body ol foldiei^, headed by de Riiytc.'^ that the viflory 
nt Funen v^is which ^avc the lirft fhock to the for-^ 

tune o\ Giijlov i'oi as to the advantages pained ovg^lfis 
fleets, thoiC were regarded as of lels c'.nfequt nce. In a 
word, the diligence, vigour, and intrepidity of the Dutchy 
; full dd^ofed kin^ of ^ive^un to liflcn toieafonable condi- 
tions, whiihhewMS on the point of accepting, vvhc;i he 
was f'i/,cQ With a ihfoider that pioved fatal. 

Tjtjs event produced various eftefts j Ck^rlts Gujt -ws 
W'as li.cpiy rc^icttcd 1;7 all ‘the Szvcdis^ while the Dun’i/h 
mona:ch, and ihe city /j, v/o jld not refrain from • 

indecent tjanTpotts -f joy^ In tlie end, however, it pro- 
ved r( if'jn.’tC for both fidts, who were airnoft reduced to 
the ve! .;e c f (.Ic^p.-ration, by their obflinacy and I'...jd‘'''.ah]c 
aniinoloy. A peace, under the mediutr.n o\ E^igiiind 
>"eo r’ IF!: n:d^ w^s concluded, and repofe cnee move rclfored 
to Di'nniatk^ which for near ihe fp.’cc (>f iwo years had 
f'/vNonln 1) qij tlie tlie.itrc of a bloody v/ar, prcduftive of every fpe- 
cics \I ciiiacfs and misfortune to the truly ntTierabh inha* 
bitants>*. Yet in ong rcfpeiS the people were l<iers,*as 
their gi rtu\'dc for the valiant and perfevering defence of the 
king, movcf them to compliment him with th'dr liberty, 
niid lenuei Rim one of the nioft defpotic princes in Ciifteii-? 
dom. ® 

Cardinai Mazarhi now offered his mediation to recon- 
cile his P.rtuguife majefty and the ftates general ; but the 
negotiations proved more difficult than the preceding 
yciii. When this matter had been before agitated, the only 
was the indemnification required by the Dutch 
fake iho lor^thc lofs /uftaincd in the Brcijih ; now the India com- 
ijlumi of p»ny had driven Portnguefe iVom the ifland Ceylon^ 
V'eylon. thereby engroffing the moft valuable of all the India fpices, 
the cinnamon, which conflitutes one of the moft eflential 
articles of^heir commerce. This invaluable acquifition was 
due to the diligence and vrdoiir of M. Gchens^ counfellor 
of ftatc at Batnzjia^ who lirft made an attack upon fomc of 
the fmaller Portuguefe fadlorics in the ifland ; and encou- 
raged by his fucccis, and the invitation of the natives, 
grievoufly eppreffed by the tyranny of their old mafters, ven-^ 
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tured upon an attempt in fajfanapatan^ the head fettlcment 
of the Poriuguefi, The lituation of this place rendered a 
formal liege impiafticable 51* however, by the force of bombs 
and red hot bulleti-, the fPutch forced the great lords W the 
country to abandon their magiiihcent palacesj and take 
Ihelter in the Portuguefi! fort, which was in a fliort time 
reduced by fainine tp extremities. In abouf fourteen 
Vcn ks after, the city was firft invefted, the befieged defired 
to capitulate, and the Europeans^ were permitted either to 
remove to Goa without their efteclis, or remain in the 
country in fubje^tion to the conquerors. The king hated 
the Portuguefcy but he was alarmed at the rapid progrefs 
the made, and the lofty manner in which they treated 
the vanqui filed Poriuguefe and the n itives. He accord- 
ingly determined to ciuiii them, in the infancy of their cfta» 

, blilhment, raifed an army for that purpofe ; but was over- 
awed, and forced to relinquiOi his defign, by the Dutch 
fquadron. In the end, he compromifed matters vidth the 
compavy ^eft the IloUandrs in full poUeiTion of w^hat- 
i-iWiG Portugnefi had claimed in this delicious ifland. 
Though the articles of pacilication with Portugal were 
rendered more intricate by the Lite conqueft in CeyloHy yet 
it contributed to make his faithful majeffy more plianij^^ 
/Me fount! he lid n v;Ith impunity attack the comp:m^/(^ 
av'^id nfakiiig rcflituticm of the lands and mere hand h/^ken 
from the republic in BraftL Scnfibly*', -uched whi/the Jofs 
of the valu ible fcttlements in Ceylon^ he font aj/ambaiiador 
to PIolLind with frcfii propof.ils 3 and to facilitfte the way 
to an acommodalion, he applied to Ma%arin for the media- 
tion of the court of France, lllazardn committed this af- 
fair to lVI. de Thoiij refident at the Hague ; and that mi- 
nifter adled fo warmly in the affair as to incur the difplea- 
fure of his eminence, who apprehended that Spain would 
rejeft his taking part in the affairs of Portugal^ at a time 
when the two courts were fettling preliminaries for a du- 
rable peace, after a tedious, bloody, and ruinofls war. Stich 
was the fituation of Holland with regard to Portugal^ when 
frefh occafions of difeontent arofe. The Portuguefe jefuits 
traded, under a variety of (hapes and difguires, to a prodi- 
gious extent in the Eaji Indies. By a thou(k/Td arts and 
machinations they obftrufted the Dutch commerce ; and by 
th^ efteem in which they were held in the different coun- 
tries of Indidy not only foreftalled the markets, but even 
fo far prejudiced the natives, that in many places they refufed 
to hold any intercourfe with the Hollanders, They not only 
infinuated themfelves into the court of the emperor of 
* E c 4 China f 
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Chim^ by their adclrcfi. and (kjll in geometry, aflronomy, and 
mechanics, but made pilgrimages to every kingdom in India^ 
pdifcnlariv to Drhlt^ where the* grand mogul refided, and 
to (jdkonda^ whence thev re turn eat loaded with diamonds of 
the beft water and fize, and the moft precious jewels. The 
arts ufed by the Dvtil: to countciadl .them, were not very 
juftifiable/ They were, hov%^ever, f erfedtiy confiftent 
the genius of this people, who ftick at nothing to prgj^lotc 
their intereft. I'hcy ate jfcciiicd, and the cliarge hath ne- 
ver been difprovecl, ol arrefting clandeftinely the jefuit pil- 
grim*?, and firangling them privately ; they arc even charged 
with ufing poison in the nudi: bafe and infidious manner. 
We have already explicitly related the progrefs of the Dutch 
comir.crce in India and it is not agreeable to us to rc- 
ptat fafts which difgrace humanity, and fo deeply ftain the 
charad^er of a whole nation. Sufficient it is, that by a* 
ferics of the darkeft arts and intrigues, the Dutch firmly 
cftabliflied’themfelves, luined their adverfaries, and formed 
a variv'ty of advantageous treaties and alliances* 
natives. ^A) V 

The revolution wffiich now happened in England^ and 
the king’s reftoration, afFerfltd the politics of the ftates gc- 
’.■‘eral, who had never been cordial wMth CrcmvjeU and 
finc^^ his death, were in a flate of uncertainty 2|)0ut tKe 
condu)\ thcy w^re to^ubferve to his fon Richard. How fiif- 
fcrently did they behave io Charles the Second, to what 
they had d\'ne fomc years before, when that fugitive mo- 
narch was Ai his deplorable condition denied the protec- 
tion of the republic, and was forced to quit the court of his 
coufin the prince of Orangey without knowing where to 
find another retreat. The tranfaftions in England were no 
The lates than Charles fet out for Breda., where the fiates 

receiijethe ^^fp^^^ched a folcmn deputation to congratulate him on his 
kin ^*^PPy profpc£l, and welcome his majefiy into the domi- 
JLnpland thq, republic. This deputation laid the founda- 

nviihgreat ^ violent altercation between the ftates general and 

fe^pch^ the ftates of Hollandy the former infilling not only upon 
their precedency at Breduy but even in the province of 
Hollandy the reprefentativcs of the feven provinces, and 

p Vol. X. Mod. Hill, ^ 
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(A) The treaty with the king head, the better to preferve the 
of Maccnjfar was not conclud- connexion, and avoid tranfi- 
ed till the year 1662 ; but we lions to fubjefls that bear not' 
have here mentioned all the the lead relation co each ocher* 
jtfapfadlions in India under one 

thlQ/ 



or Republic of Holland, 425 

the fovereign authority in the republic. Both refl)lvcd to 
have the lead iR the intended* public entry the king into « 
the Hague ; but L'/j^r/tyinterpofed and happily reconciled 
the contending particsf He was opprefied with tl^Miours 
and civilities during his flay in HolLmd^ ana <, • . is de- 

parture, was followed by a fplendid em bally to 1: ,«"wly 
recovered dominions.® i\l . de Beverwsrt v/as appo.Jit- : lie 
iiift in this embally j and a preknt, which was m.:dc by * 
king to the fon of that gentleman, became the fubject of 
debate among the divines and politicians of the united 
provinces, Beverwert acquainted the ftates with the pre- 
font made to his fon ; but he faid, it couid not be rcgaii-cd 
as a gratihcation to the ambaffador, in any way, contrary 
to the oath hid taken of receiving no bribes or pre fonts, 
which would have the leaft tendency to bias his in- 
tegiity. It was ihe king’s unrclative gift to the fon, from 
a mere regard to the perfoii of that young gentleman, as 
fon^e affirmed, while others wd-e equally confident that the 
fon "r ! father were both included in the prelent, and in- 
capable of being diftinguiflied in any maik of lefpeft. We 
mention this circumfiance only to fhew the delicacy of ^ 
the government refpeding the conduct of amballadors. . 

It is alio a proof t|jat the public had nothing of conlijj,^;- 
ablc iinpoiuu.ce to gain attention, clfc it would nave 
^auvjjiied fo rigidly a trivial affair, while the nioP-'iflagrant 
corruptions had been winked at the afiej^ 5ly of the 
ftates general, and in all the etnbaffies durL<g the protec- 
torate of Oliver CroTmuel ^ f 

It was this year that the French king had taken violent 
poffeflion of the principality of Orange^ upon an antient claim 
which princes always find means to prove by the longcft 
fword. The difputes between the princefies dowager fur- The kwg 
nilhed a pretext for refuming this claim, and Lewis did not ?/ France 
chufe to lofe fo fair an opportunity of extending his domi-y^^-" 
nion. Healledged, that the princefs governante had fhewn 
him many inftances of difrefpeft during the minority cJf 
fon the prince oi Orange. He likewife maintained that he 
was performing a fignal fervice to the prince, by eafing him 
of the load of ufelefs expenfive garrifons. This opinion 
was fupported by the enemies of the houfe ofX)rangey who 
iufifted that the finances of that family had been fo mif- 
Inanaged and mifapplied fince the regency, as to render the 
burthen of maintaining guards, garrifons, and fortifications, 
quite intolciable. They could not therefore conceive what 

^ Wic^EFORT, lib. xiii. p. 555. 
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deGgn Mauvue could have in forti^i iiS at the price of 
two millions, a place fituated in the heai*: oF the Frtnch 
* dominions, which could prove of ,mo ufe lo the itpublic, as 
a bari^.^r the enct oach merles of Very little 

rnrouraf^ement front the piince’s enemies in IhlUind was 
iufficient to determine the king to undertake an enterprife 
to which he v/as before di*'pofed. He was at tiiat time in 
Provence upon other affaiis, and refoVed to feize this 
portunity of nialcino himlMf nialter oi the principality^ :)f 
Orange. M. de Milct was lent to fiimrnon count Dchna to 
furrender his truif to the kin:^, as mediator of the differences 
between the princeff'es dowagers, and lc«[itimatc tutor, and 
protestor of the young prince. Upon Doimid's arilwciing. 
That he would only atFl: by the orders of the piiiiceil’es 
who had veiled him with the ofiice of governor ; Miiet 
replied. That he was aftoniflicd at his prclumption, in le- 
fufing obedience to the command of the king his malter, 
adding, that the mofl chrilican king would fuppoit his rijjit 
with the irretragable proof of 20, coo men, wliii.3ould 
make him repent his obiliiucy. The count, without"^-*., 
ing moved at this menace, perfevered in his duty, and feat 
notice of his fiiuution to the Hague. The court of the 
;oung prince was infhuuly alarmed at the danger which 
ti^iSC^tened the hereditary dominions, and the fii-.nds/o thc-“ 
famiiy^Jaboured to reconcile the princclles, as thi onljr 
means ^v^Th could WiR'd oft' the impending blow j Tor as 
the king hal\ made their differences the principal argument 
for his own iroccedings, it was hoped their reconciliation 
would take away rdl pretext for lo unjufl and oppiefllve an 
invafion on tl;e lights of a minor. Mean time the gar- 
rifon w’as unprovided with (lores and every npccfiary of a 
fiege, while the king’s army under the marefchal/^/f^rPr/?///;, 
advanced to the gates of Orange. 7 'lie count de DJjaa^ 
unable to make any defence, capitulated ; and, with the 
confent and advice of the niagiftrates, delivered the keys 
into .the hand* of the marcfchal. ^I'hc king promifed to 
cxercife jufticc in the prince’s name, and to reftore the prin- 
cipality, with all the (lores, cannon, effects, &c. as foon 
as he arrived at age ; or in cafe of his death, to the ele£lrefs 
of Brandenbm-gh, or the neareft hciis ; but he took care 
immediately to demoli(h the citadel, ere£lcd at a vaft c;c- 
pence by prince Adaunce. Dchna was accufed of having 
yielded to the force of corruption, and the princeffes ex- 
claimed violently againft the king’s arbitrary proceedings, 
throwing themfclves upon the protei^ion of the dates ge- 
neral, and imploring the aid and aflidja^ce of their high 
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fnightineflTcs, in defence of an helplefs injured minor. They 
had no bounds fb their complaints ; they wrote in bitter 
terms to the king, accufcd him of violating the laws of 
nations, and taking advantage of the infancy of a chiW, and 
the weaknefsof two women, his only protedlreflcs. 

LE IV 1 S’s defigns were too evident, and the cafe of too 
much importance for the ftates to pafs it over .unnoticed; 
but. they dieadcd the effects of the king’s difpleafure. How- 
ever, inftrudlions were fent restive to the principality, to 
their amball’adors in France and England. The princefs her- 
felf vifited England^ not only to congratulate the king her 
brother upon his reftoration, but to intercede with him ia 
behalf of her fon, his nephew. Before her departure, the 
flares of Zealand (hewed their attachment to the family of 
Orange^ by propofing that the prince Ihould be declared the 
firft nobleman in the provinces, and vefted with the autho- 
rity of ftadtholder, captain- general, and all the other titles 
and prerogatives held by his anc^ftors, and a p^nfion of one 
hund‘^*'* 'jhoufand florins. They alfo demanded that he 
riiould immediately be admitted a member of the council of 
ftate, in order to be early inftrufted in the arts of war and 
government, and the other qiialiiications neceflary to his 
high birth and rank in the republic. They however al * 
lowed, I thac^iir fliould not enter upon the fundlions o^^'nis 
office, /until he attained the age of eighteen years ; Viicl that 
neither theftadtholderfliip, nor any le other pr fogatives, 
(hould in the mean time be exercifed by a liei’/enant. To 
give more weight to their propofal, the zca(ous flates of 
this province went in a body to the Hague^ and prefented 
themfelves in a cavalcade of twenty coaches to the flates 
general. M. de their penfioner, recited in a long- 

laboured oration, the fcrvices done the republic by the houfe 
of Orange^ and the reafons why the ftates of Zealand thought 
the acceptance of their propofal necelTary to the fecurity 
and quiet of the provinces. He did not omit a Angle argu- 
ment that could enforce his fubjeS ; and his'views wene fe- 
conded by the ftates of Frijeland TiVi^ Overyjfd, Holland 
however and the other provinces kept aloof ; yet to (hew 
their refpeil to the princeflTes and the king England^ they 
afligned the prince a yearly revenue of 40,0Gb florins, to 
fupport the dignity of his houfe, and the expences of his 
eburt and education. They even proceeded fo far as to abo- 
lifh the acf of excluflon, which had raifed fuch diflenfions 
in the provinces, and was paflTed merely out of dread of 
Oliver CromweL In this manner did the complaifance of 
Holland prevent the other provinces from pufhing their de- 
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fMtther at that time, and open the way to the young 
tfrince of Orange^ to all the honours and dignities bf his il- 
luftr ious anceltors ^ 

Nc^vfi>rHsTANDiKG the Dui^ had been extremely fuc- 
eer$ful in the war agatnft Portugal^ chough they had ob- 
tained all they could propofe to themfelves by the fword, and 
. though th^ king had no hopes of recovering his lofles by the, 
continuance of the war, yet no peace bad been conclu^d. 
As the hoftilities were con£ned entirely to a diftant country, 
it could not be expeiSted to be carried on with the fame vi- 
gour as if Europe had been the theatre of war. The dilE- 
cuity of tranfporting troops into thofe remote regions, and 
of meeting with others fleets in that vaft expanfe of ocean, 
rendered their mutual operations languid, and^decifive blows 
unfrequent ; yet both parties - were of opinion it was high 
time to (heath the fword, and turn their thoughts to a folid 
durable reconciliation. The Dutch efpecially gave way to 
thefe pacific fentiments, frefim a defirc to tafte the fwcet fruits 
of their conquefts, which could not be ‘ 'qe witl»4iiiQAruy, 
while the rupture continued with a ktngJbm jfliil powerfUT 
by Tea, though greatly declined •, and th^e crov/ns of France 
and England promifed their good inrentions, from views 
jdely different. His chriflian majeft^ rejoiced at having 
^orn in the fide of the catholic king, and*hras ^firouf 
by off the Dutch^ to give Portugd weight in \is m:» 
gotiatiorKJor a peacf with the court of Sp*iin ; while the 
king of F/^ndf who was upon terms with Catharine^ the 
infanta of P^tugaly was eager to render fo fignal a fervicc to 
a family with which he was foon to be linked in the clofcft 
alliance. The news of this intended marriage was re- 
ceived with more chagrin than furprife in Holla^, It was 
obvious that fuch engagements muft neceffarily cement the 
king of England to the interefts of PortugaL The ftates re- 
prefented to the king by their ambaffidors, the injuftice 
dofte them 1^ his Portuguefe majefly, in refufing to make 
rellieution o(*^BraJU \ but their remonftrances were boldly 
received ; Charles even declared, upon hearing that great 
preparations were making in Holland^ his intentions to aflifl: 
the erdwn of Portugal. Though he expreffed himfelf in 
polite and (Rendly terms, it was plain that his anfwer con- 
tained a menace, if the Dutch (hould longer purfue their 
refetitments. At the fame time he offirred his mediatioj^, 
whitb however was too much fufpeded to be cordially ac- 
oej^cd. The truth was, the crowns of Frcme and Enghnd 
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while the minifter of Itlphonfi the Sixth, was diligently nego- 
tiating a peace at the Hague^ where he bad gained a 
great number of friends. The great obftacle was the refti^ 
tiition of Brajil, This the ftates had long demanded ia 
vain ; it was now determined to relinquifh the projefi:^ ra- 
ther than profecute hoftfiittes againft a crown fo powerfuUy 
fupported by France and England^ apd on the point of beitif 
reconciled with Spain. Four provinces, however, oppofed 
thi$ refolution upon late afTiirances from the Spanijb court, 
that they were determined to come to no accommoda- 
tion with Pertugal^ and that Brafi (bould be reftored to the 
republic, the moment his catholic majefty (hould again be- 
come pofleffedi of the kingdom of Portugal. Zealand iri 
particular infixed, that, by the'treaty of Utrecht^ this refolu- 
‘*tion could only be carried into execution by an unanimity of 
voices, which was requifite in a]l matters of fo high im- 
portance as the making peace or war. The bebate was 
puftcJ'to ^ great length, but it never broke ofF the confe- 
rences with the count de Miranda^ the Portuguefe minifter. 

At length a treaty was concluded, by which his Portuguefe 
majcfty promifed to pay the republic 500,000 livrcs annu- 
ally, in mo^jy, fugajs and fait 5 and a million of money 
indemnify her lofTes in the Braftls. He likewife coi^iied 
th&tixi Dutch fhould enjoy the fatoe^rvilegcs of ^.adc to 
Portugah Bra/Uj and the coaft of Afica^ as ^<.^EngliJh. 
Hollilities were to ceafe in Europe two month? before the 
exchange of ratifications, and in the Indies^ Immediately 
upon public notice of the treaty in thofe parts 
ENG LAN D had already manifefted no favourable 
dirpofition to the intereft of the republic, in the bias the 
king plainly (hewed for the court of Portugal: the inten- 
tions of that court l^ecame ftill more obvious by the pro- 
pofal that was now made, of a triple alliance between the 
crowns of England and France^ and the Unjfed Provinces^ 

It was the manner rather than the terms of this propofitibn, 
which gave offence. The coldnefs was increafed by the 
reception which the Dutch ambafiadors met with at the 
court of London^ where they were treated with diftant re- 
(jped, and affronted with the revival of all the daims made 
by^the late prote^r. They wrote back to t)xtHa£ue foon franjkc- 
after their arrival, that their negotiations were likely to 
prove tedious and di%ult, hecaufe the king infiffed upon En^nd. 
the eondufioii of a treaty favourable to him, before he en- 
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tercd upon the fubjeft of navigation and. commerce. The 
firft obflruftion that occurred in^courfe of the conferences, 
wer^rnie rights of fifliing for hehrings on the Briiijh coafts. 
T he next, was the prerogative afl'umcd by the EngUjh of 
vifiting and examining Dutch vcfl'els at fca, as well as in the 
ports of the kingdom. It was above ail things the wi(h of 
the lioflahders, to abolifli this cufteftn, equally inconvenient 
to trade, and ignominious to the government ; but it was 
a badge of fupenority of which the Englijh were extremely 
tenacious. The crown-jewels pledged in Holla7id by the late 
king, and the not delivering up to puniflimcnt all the mur- 
derers of the king’s father, who had now taken (belter in Hol^ 
hind^ together with certain hoftilities committed by an Englifl) 
officer on the coaft of Africa^ all contributeef to ePicreale the 
coldnefs between the two nations, and render the difputes of 
the commifTaries fruitlefs. It was plain from the king’s ge- 
neral behaviour, that hisdefigns were rather to avail himfelf 
of the power of the republic, than live with he^ upon the 
ancient looting of fiiendfliip. His fupporting the claims of 
his nephew the prince of Orange to the ftadtholderfhip, hi?- 
reconciliation, with the princefs of Orange^ with whom he 
..^had been at variance, and his entering into a clofer union 
v.;.ith the eIe<!lor of Brandenburgh^ exc.ted the j^^aloidy of the 
fiatco^, and perfuaded them that Charles y/as no wauaffe^ed 
to }rhUc.\d^ or difpofeJ to promote the intereft of the repub- 
lic. Botr*., the king and the Hates courted ; but in 

doing this, pharles embroiJed,himfelf with the pcnfioner de 
IVity and inflamed the populace of Hollandy by diftreHing 
their fifheries, at the lime too when his nephew moft 
wanted their affiftance. But what gave the greateft offence, 
was the king’s infilling that the India company (hould allow 
free liberty to the EtigU/h to trade to all the ports of Afia^ 
not immediately in the pofleffion of the Dutch ^ even with 
the kings and princes at war with the republic ; and that 
t\\%E7igliJh faiSlories (hould be an afylum for all the natives 
who fought protedlion of the Britijh nation. Such demands 
from a prince, who pretended to court the alliance of the re- 
public, could not but be regarded as ads of that authority 
. which afpiang princes loved to exercife over their neigh- 
bours, as well as their Aibjefls ; but it was the bufinels of 
the Hates to fupprefs their refentment to a more feafonahle 
opportunity. In complaifance to the king, three of the re- 
gicides were to be feized, in order to be delivered up to pu- 
ni(hment. Dtnvning^ the Englijh minifler, threatened the 
deputies with the king’s refentment, if they refufed to fign 
an order to that purpofc. He obtained the order; but the 
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magiftratcs of feveral towns .interpofed, affirming It would 
be the greateft injury tOj the republic to violate the protec- * 
tion granted to all reri.''gees ; and that, in this inftsunce, it 
would for many realbns be bafe and infidious. In defpite 
however of their oppofition, the regicides were taken into 
cuftody, embarked at the Brille^ and fent to London, De 
Wit was the principSl manager in this tranfafiion, which 
greatly aftonifljcd all his friends, who were no Ifrangers to 
hib declared enmity to the king'of England and the houfc of 
Orange ^ 

Already the tutelage of the prince of Orange had given 
birth to various difienfions, which were now renewed upon 
the death of the fubftitutes appointed by the princefs, upon 
her departure for Engla^id. That fhe fhould nominate the 
king her brother among the guardians of the young prince, 
gave umbrage to the rigid republicans. The enemies to the 
houfe of Orange^ fome of whom were the leading men in 
the rcpiTblic, refented highly her fublHtuting the king of 
England^ who, they faid, would educate the prince in de- 
jpotic principles, fill all the vacant offices in the towns de- 
pendant on the Orange family with his creatures, and iap 
the batteries they had been for )cais creating in defence 
public liboW:y- In* a point of fo vaft importance, tlipy 
tlioufnt themfelves juftified in exerting any means ward 
oft the danger, and ftriking, wh?' they calle a blow 
of ftate. ^accordingly they feized upon a flrong box which 7hefiatee 
the princefs dowager left in her apartment,, where they ^Hol- 
expefted to find the cleareft information of tlie intrigues feixe 
carried on by the late prince, to eftablifli his own fovereign upon 
authority, of the enterprife againll Amfterdam-y and the f^fpers of 
fecret intercourfe he was fuppofed to hold with divers princefs 
members of the ftates general. complained that the doiuager, 

laws of nations had been grofsly infulted by this aftion ; 
he likewife alledged that his own dignity was affronted, by 
a violent attempt to extort the fecrets of a fovereign family 
fo nearly allied to him, and under the protcdlion of the 
crown oi England, To this the ftates of Holland^ which 
had authorifed the courts of juftice to execute this aft'air, 
could make no reply, befides the intereft they had in all 
that concerned the prince, and the authority that devolved 
p'n them, in confcquencc of the princefs's departure. They 
found means, however, to fliifc off* the reftitution of the 
papers demanded, and to lodge them in the fecretary’s of- 

^ Ba'^nace, p. 6:i, 
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fice. it is probable, that the occafion whjch the princefi 
hiid for th.; alTirtancc and countenance of the dates, in her 
prcipofcd journey lo France^ to [kocure reftitution of the 
prii cipaliiy ot Orange^ made the king her brother infill lefs 
jtnmuoally upon i. is oii<t. 

The deat I of ( ardinal Mjzarin^ which l^ppmed foon 
after the artival ct he DutJj cono.iii .ii'rs feat to demand 
reftitution of Oya::gti occah<»n d chanyes in the court 
of Lewis Xiy. That prii'ce was i:ow, for me firft time, 
aSually a king. Eveiy thing was conciudt' d under his im- 
mediate diredlion. He uled the afiilUnce t>l his niinifters, 
hut be did not fulFer them to govern him, as the cardinal 
had done ; and this he evinced by the fudden difgiace of 
M. Fouqusty which the Dutch ambafladors wckj in expefta- 
tion would turn out to the advantage of the republic. He 
had always oppofed the treaty of alliance and commerce 
between the two nations ; but the views of Colbert^ who 
fucceeded, greatly difappointed the hopes of the ftates ge- 
neral. After this affair had been long agitated, the ambaf- 
fadors were on the point of departing, without advancing an 
inch in the negotiation. They perceived that the new fur- 
intendant had formed vaft projefls for the extenfion of 
the French commerce, which was ^’together jneonfiftent 
v/ith ^hc treaty they required 5 however, they^ founfl that 
the intereft of M. Leguier^ Tellicr^ and the marefchai Villc-- 
roty might be able to procure their demands under certain 
modifications and reftriSions. In effcdl, they perfuaded 
the king, that it was for his intereft to renew the ancient 
treaties and alliances with Holland ; but Colbert guarded 
againft their proving injurious to the commerce of the king- 
dom, and the defign he had projefted of raifing the French 
marine to a refpedlable footing. The treaty of commerce 
imported, that all piracies fhould be checked, and the 
offenders punifhed ; that the merchants of both nations 
fhould rcciproc^ally trade to each others ports, upon paying 
a ceVtain duty, without any diftinftion of commodities, 
except whale-oil. Great difficulties arofe about the king’s 
guarantying the herring-fifhery, which the court knew 
would give umbrage to the Englljh. Lezvis^ under pretence 
that he coulS not guarantee a contefted claim without ex- 
prefslv declaring againft one of the claimants, contented hi«^ 
felf with general expreflions ; but the Dutch ambaffadors, 
fcnfible that a general guarantee would be ufelefs, made 
preffing inftances that the conditions of the king’s proteflion 
fhould be minutely fpccified; In the end, the tx:eaty was 

, . figned 
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flgneJ upon this footing, but Lewis deferred the ratifi- A. 
cation’’. * • ^1662. 

No fooner had the republic fecured her commerce againft Ruyter 
the attacks of French pirates, by the treaty we hc#^*2 juft fent a- 
mentioned, than fhc refolved to check the infolence of the gainftthe 
Algerines^ who had committed a variety of depredations on Algcnnejf* 
the high Teas, cotiftrcated the goods and (hipping, and en- 
flaved the fubje£ls of fte United Provinces^ while the ftates 
and they were in profound peace with each other. For this 
purpofe de Ruyter was difpatche*d to the Mediterranean with 
a powerful fquadron. He fell in with a fleet of eight 
Algerine pirates, which he difperfed, after taking one, and 
finking another. A violent ftorm, that arofe iri the 
middle of the engagement, prevented his deftroying the 
whole fquadrdn. It was upon this he received a challenge 
from the dey of Algiers^ couched in the following terms : 

Sir, although we differ in religion, I am in hopes we (hall 
agree with refpeft to the following propofitioji, and that 
“ you will be ready to grant the demand I hereby make: 

You have three times given me chace, and if I have 
avoided fighting, I defire you will not attribute it to a 
deficiency in courage, but to the inequality of my ftrength. 

Mine is only a fmall bark, your^s a large (hip, and float- 
** ing caftl^ It is ibr this reafon I defire you will meet me 
uper. equal terms, that we may prove our fortune and 
valo.:r. If you conquer me, I (h *! be your flave ; but . 
if fortune (hould be propitious to my endeavours, I (hall 
“ reft fatisfied with the glory of viftory. Grant me thb 
requeft, and if 1 prove backward, rank me among the 
number of timid fpirits. Receive the compliments 
which I fend you.” Ruyter accepted the challenge, and 
appointed the time and place for the engagement ; but he 
heard no more of the Algerine bravo. His conftancy on 
this occafion infpired the Turks with the higheft opinion of 
his courage and generofity. They wiflied to be friends with 
the man whom they equally dreaded and admired. The 
prince of Tunis immediately made concelEons ; but the Al* 

D efines vfovX^ have perfiftcd in their defence, had their (hips 
leen any way prop ortioned to de Ruyter^s ftrength. This 
inequality alone obliged them to bend the neckf make apo- 
logies for their conduft, give fecurity for their future beha- 
viyAr, and enter upon the .flridleft engagements not to mo- 
left the butch commerce^. 

^ Lc Clerc, tom# ii. p. ^05. Basnace, ibid. ^ Lavid 
de Ruyter, p. 56. 
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Every foreign occurrence would feem to heal the divi- 
fions in the United Provinces j*but this was 6nly a temporary, 
not a«radical cure. It fufpended'the animofity of the par- 
ties, out did not remove the caufe of their mutual refent- 
meiits, which gathered ftrength from their long conti- 
nuance. The education of the prince became again the 
fubjccl of '*vehement difputes between the provinces of /£?/- 
land and Zealand. Holland infilled, that, by the Roman law, 
and the particular laws of the Netherlands^ the tutelage of a 
nobleman, or young prince, rightly belonged to that fo- 
vercign power in whofe obedience the father of the minor 
was at the time of his* death. They afErmed, that Zealand 
had no pretenfions, either by (bvereign right, or teftamen- 
tary eleftion. The Zealanders replied, that young prince 
of Orange was not to be regarded as a mere noble minor, 
fubjeded to certain laws, and chambers created for fadlor-, 
ing his eftatei the princess chief territories were lituated in 
Zealand ; it was therefore reafonable he fliould have his 
education under the dire£lion of that province. This dif- 
pute begot other fubje£ls of contention, which greatly dif- 
turbed all perfons attached to the true interell of their 
country, though de JVit alone, whofe influence was every 
day encreafing, laboured to apply jhe proper remedies* 
The diflenfions were not confined to Hdland^ani ^ealandi 
they fpread themfelv^es to Groningen and Utrecht j and at laft 
terminated in an altercation with the duke of Newburgh^ 
which was foon compromifed**. 

A. D. Prance and Holland appear at this period to 
1663. have been under the direftion of the fame fpirit, and to 
Collu/ion have co-operated in prccifely the fame meafures. There 
hei^ivfcn fubfifted a thorough underftanding between the penfioncry 
the king rf de Wtt and the count d'Ejirades : the letters of the moft 
France, chriftian king are full of ackhowledgmeius of the fervices 
\yy penfioncry ; and, fpeaking of the treaty in 
agitation bct\veen the crowns.of France mA England^ he ex- 
® ‘ prefsly declares, that nothing fliould be concluded in it 

contrary to the intereft of the United Provinces, But this 
•intimate union was neither formed nor continued with- 
out warm oppofitiop and loud clamours. The Englijh and 
Spaniards had each their fa£lion in the Hates general, and 
both joined with the Orange family to diftrefs de TPlt^ ^who 
was thus forced into a dependance on France^ by which he 
triumphed for a time over all his adverfaries. Spain^ jealous 
of the growing power of France^ laboured to form a foedcral 

^ Bask AGS, p. 674. 
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union between thp republic and the other ten provinces^ 
for their mutual fecurity. This d*Eflradti traverfed with all 
his addrefs, and influence with the penfioncry. In cef^e- 
qucnce de jt^ii drew up a counter-projedt, the apparent de- 
fign of whicbi- was to graft a new republic upon the old^ 
though the eflfed): Would probably have been to gain Franu 
pofleflion of the Provhtces^ without the trouble,* hazard » 
or expence of a war (A). Lewisy however, was unwilling 

• to 


(A) As this point is curious, 
entirely omitted by Dutch wri- 
ters, and only mentioned by 
the Frencht we (hall prefent the 
reader with an abftradt of de 
projeft, which was to the 
following purpofe. Firjt^ It 
was propofed, that endeavours 
ihould be ufed to prejudice the 
provinces under the dominion 
of Spain^ in favour of a free re- 
public ; and that aflurances 
ihould be given them of j)ow- 
erful fuccours fwm "France ..nd 
the republio. That the 

revolution however ihould be ef- 
fected by the voluntary confent 
of the inhabitants, and particu- 
larly the magiflrates of the ci' 
ties, and that for this realbn no 
violence ihould be uied, or arms 
introduced into the Ten Spanijh 
Pro*vinces^ as it was the intention 
of France and the republic to 
maintain their treaties with 
Spain, But in cafe of the king 
of Spain^s death, then the a- 
bovementioned provinces ihould 
be cantoned by force, if necef- 
fary, and formed into a free re- 
public. Thirdly, That to fecure 
the frontiers of the United Pro- 
vinces «gainft all foreign pow- 
ers, aA poffible efforts (hould be 
ufed, in cafe the feheme for 
forming the T en Provinces in* 
to a republic fucceeded, to 
put into the hands of the mod: 
chrtfiian king the cities^and 


places ot.Camiray, St. Omerf 
Aix, Nevjport, Fumes, Bergnes, 
and Ltnch, with their depend- 
ing lordihips and counties s 
and into thofe of the dates 
general of the United Provinces^ 
the cjties, towns, and places of 
Oftend, Plajfendal, Bruges, Dam* 
me, Blonquenbtrgui, with that 
part of Gueldcrland now pof- 
fefled by Spain, the four quar- 
ters of Outremeufe, and the caf- 
tles of Na*vaigne and Argen* 
taer, with their dependencies. 
Fourthly, That if the propofed 
feheme of cantonment ihould 
fucceed, either voluntarily be- 
fore the deceafe of the king of 
Spain, or by compuliion after 
his death, both iides ihould hear- 
tily labour that the faid places 
be put into the pofleflion of 
France and the ftates general 
refpeClively, as well for the con- 
iiderations before alledged, as 
for ieveral other reafons of im- 
portance to the edmmon weU 
fare and peace of both dates. 

The alterations made by the 
court of France in this projeCt, 
had an eye to the fucceOion of the 
Spanijh monarchy, and feemed 
to foreiee what happened many 
years after, when the partition- 
treaty and triple alliance were 
formed, to prevent the enor- 
mous growth of France, and 
preferve a jud political bellence 
in Europe. Here the Ung al- 
F f a ready 
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to be put off. with the bare poflibllity of obtaining what he 
was now contriving to polfefs j for this Veafon he continued 
negotiation, but found a variety of pretences to avoid 
bringing it to an iffue. When this could no longer be 
done, without exciting the jealoufy of the ftates, he laid 
afiJe the mafk and the projeft together ^ 

Ca,<Jh of All ' this while Sir George Dovitiingj the EngHJh ambaffa- 
a rupture dor, was fiipporting the negotiations of Gamarra the Spa-- 
henvnn nijh miiiifter, to form the league of the Seventeen Provinces 
England 

« D’Ablancourt^s Memoirs, p. 162. 
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ready fet a(ide the renunciation 
made by his queen of her right 
to the Spanijh i'ucceiTion, calling 
it null and invalid^ becaufe ex- 
torted from her at Fontarahia^ 
before (he came to France, He, 
befidcs, accufed Spain of a 
iMcach of contrail, and the non- 
performance of feveral of thie 
conditions (lipulated between 
the two courts. Plealledged 
that thefe truths were fo well 
known in Flanders^ that the 
principal inhabitant! had joint* 
ly debated upon the means 
of defending themfclves againft 
the impending evils, and the 
snore prudent had propofed, as 
the moil cfFeiluai metliod, to 


this he de fired the affent of the 
dates general, and alfo their 
concurrence in preferving the 
treaties with Spain^ during the 
life of the reigning monarch : 
and he further added, that, in 
cafe the fucceflion of Spain de- 
volved upon his queen, before 
the inhabitants had taken the 
refolution of forming themfclves 
into a republic, that then his 
maje% (Irnul^i; be at liberty to 
poflefs, for the greiter fjjcurity 
of his kingdom, fuch ' other 
places as might be thought ne- 
ceiTary for the protedlion of his 
frontiers, befides tbofe fpecified 
in the penfionery's propofak 
Such was the ideal fcheme 


canton themfelves into a free planned by M. de Wit and the 
republic, allied to France and court of France ; from which, 
the dates general. The king, however, both ddes deduced 'no 
therefore, out of his great mo- other confequences than thofe 
deration, propofed, in cafe of the which publickly appeared. Fng^ 
*king of SpaiVs death, to wave his land got feent of thole negocia- 
jud claims in Flanders^ and be tions, and it proved one caufe 
contented that the people, who of the fucceeding rupture be- 
oughc naturally to be under his tween that kingdom and the 
govcrnmenr,lhou]dbecomcfree. United Provinces; for it was 
And allied to the lords the dates obvious that the execution of 
general, under his majedy’s fuch a proje£l would •greatly 
protedtion, except only fome extend the power of France, 
places, which lay commodious and prejudice the commerce of 
to the king, for protediog tJse Great Britain, Lettresd*Eftrades 
frontiers of his kingdom. To March zz, 1663. 
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Vw have already mentioned ; hut, incenfed at the fecret 
tranfaflions between de d*Eftrades^ he had inftruc- 

tions to demand reparation of the injuries done by the ftib- 
jedts of the ftates to the Britijh commerce. A variety of 
cifcumftances indeed contributed to bring on a rupture be- 
tween the two nations, to which this remonftrance was a 
ptelude. They were rivals in commerce, and operi*enemies 
in every emporium of trade on the face of the globe. Re- 
ciprocal injuries were committed by fraud and violence, and 
each in hirf^turn became the aggreflbr. Holland had, it is 
true, left unperformed feveral of the articles of the treaty 
of peace made with Cromwel ; but England had ballanced 
thefe by fimilar negledis. One circumltance indeed highly 
reflefled on the tiignity of the Britijh crown ; namely, that 
no fatisfadiion was yet made for the depredations on her 
ct>mmerce in Jfia^ or atonement for the maflacre at Am^ 
hoyna^ except the unexecuted proiyifc of a triflii^ fum of 
monev. The Dutch contented themfelves with penitential 
protefiations on this head, by which even Cromwel had been 
duped, and prevailed on to with-hold punifliment, when 
he had the whole nation at his mercy ; can we wonder if 
the inconftant, irrefolute Charles^ with all his natural pene- 
tration and gojd fenfe,' which he never exerted, fliould be 
over-reached by their artifice i The Dutch^ perceiving the 
humour of the Englijhy knew that the would be forced 
into violent meafures ; they therefore publifhed a long 
charge againft the Englijh Eaft India company, which like- 
wife anfwercd the purpofe of an apology for their own 
condudl ; and this was anfwcred by a paper, proving that 
the charge was a deliberate affemblagc of frivolous pre- 
tences, and unjufi: and jnfolent demands, made without 
any regard to honour, truth, reafon, or the law of nations. 
Lifts of damages were mutually delivered, which both fides 
fupported by feveral ftrong memorials. We have already 
fpecified thefe particulars in the hiftory of tho Eajl India 
companies ^ j it will therefore be unncceflary. to fay any 
more here than that Charles declared to M. Cuneas, the 
Dutch refident in London.^ that he would receive no memo- 
rials from his hands, as he expeAed the ftates wtf>u(d fend 
an ambaflador in the manner promifed by M. Beverwerty 
whe^*he took his leave. His majefty, befides, laid a great 
reftriftion on trade, under pretence of a plague that raged 
iti Holland y and he confidered it as a particular mark of 
hi^ regard for Amjlerdamy that he confined the ufual time of 

^ Mod. Xlplv. Hill. vol. xvi. 
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pcrfonning quarantine to thirty days, infliead of forty. The 
piecaution would have been juft, had the fad been true; 
bfit any event it ought to have been extended to all the 
other maritime provinces as well as Holland^ which, on this 
occafion, was fingled out, in enmity to the penfionery, and 
the ftates of that province. 

D 0 ff^N ING9 indeed, by his riolent remonftrances to* 
the ftates, and the partial accounts remitted to England every 
day, widened the breach** between the two nations. He 
infifted in his memorials of reftitution of two India ftiips, 
called the Bonadventure^ and Good HopCj as likewife of fe- 
veral other Engliftj Ihips, rather as fcaffolds than the build- 
ing, as coljateral circumftances, but not the main founda- 
tion of the propofed rupture. This is obvious, from that 
treaty concluded the preceding year between the two na- 
tions, in which not one of the forty-five articles of da-* 
mages now prefented, was contained. As to the India 
fhips, thc^ Englijh were left, by agreement, to profecute 
their claim, and 80,000 florins were depofited by the Dutch 
company, by way of indemnification, ftiould the decifion 
turn out favourable to their adverfaries. The Dutch al- 
Icdgcd, that the Englijh greatly over-rated their damages, 
particularly with refpea to the India fliips. They com- 
plained that the demand was exorbitant j but^his was only 
a part of the difpute.^ Perhaps the real grounds of thc'war 
are to be found in the natural intereft of both parties in the 
Guiney trade, and the extcnfion of their commerce in Arne* 
rica. Sir Robert Holmes had been difpatched witlu a fqua- 
dron to the coaft of Africa^ to aflert the rights of Great 
Britainy and check the encroachments of the Hollanders. 
This he executed very clFeaually, by difpolTeifing them of 
Cape Verdy and Cabo de Corfo ; after which he proceeded in 
his voyage, and rendered himfelf matter of Nova Belgia^ 
fince called New York, Thcfe hoftiliiies the Dutch com- 
miflaries on, the coaft of Guiney refented, by detaining the 
Englijh (hipping and merchandife, in the ports belonging to 
the republic. Thefe veffefe and cfFe<as belonged to the 
new-eftablilhcd Africa company, of which the duke of York 
was governor. Downing exclaimed againft the infult of- 
fered to the king and duke, inftead of givirtg fatisfaflion 
for the hoftilitics which had occafioned this retaliation. 
It is for this rcafon we cannot join iflue with the E^KJh 
hiftorians, who are unanimous in throwing the whole 
odium of the war upon the ftates general. Had they at- 
tributed it to Charleses refentment of the unatoned barba- 
rities committed in the Eajt JmUei fubjefls, 

their 
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their pica would have been paiTable; but to charge the 
Dutch with bciifg the aggreffors on the coaft of Guiney^ 
evidently proceeds from natural prejudice, and a fuperf cial 
enquiry into the faiSs afferted by both parties, ant^ V:on- 
tcftibly proved by the liallanders s. 

The grievances of the Dutch vicrt ftill greater on the fide 
.of America, Hudfon^ ^VkEngUJh captain, had mad#; a defeent 
on the Dutch colonies, fituaced at the mouth of the rlvei 
which now bears the name o£ th;;t efiicer, towards the 
north fide of the continent of America. This was in the 
reign of James I, From that time the claims of the Dutch 
and Engtijh were extremely intricate. The fituation was 
too remote to admit of a clear ilate of the objeA» inefitpute. 
Mutual hoftilkies pafied, and each endeavoured, not only 
to fupport, but to extend, then fetclements by force, fraud, 
• and violence. Holmes attacked the Dutch by the king's au- 
thority, the Dutch Weft India company therefore carried 
their grievances before the ftates^gencral ; but before they 
could take any meafures for redrefiing them, advice arrived 
that the had landed on* the ifland Monchattan^ and 

had made themfelves matters of the town of Uevj Amjlerdam* 
Downing not only fupported this action, by affirming, it was 
a confequence of the%infults offered to Britijh commerce on 
the coaft of Suincy\ but he fo warmly efpoul’ed the intcrefts 
Oi^Sireden and Denmark^ with refpedl to the Baltic trzAcj 
that it was manifeft no terms coulA be long preferved. 
By this means he had the addrefs to involve tfic ttates in 
difputes with the powers, the eledlor of 

burgh^ and even the French monarch, from whom Sweden 
received a fubfidy . His conduct towards the houfe of Orange had 
infpired the ele£for with a perfonal animofity to the pen- 
fionery of Holland ; the fame caufe had irritated the king of 
England againft this minifter ; de WiU therefore, conceived 
the only method of guarding againft the impending blow, 
was to unite clofely with France^ and facrifice trivial claims 
to the real and neceffary protetSlion of that powerful printe. 
The projeft with refpefl: to the cantonment of the Spantjh 
Netherlands was again renewed ; and the occafion feemed 
natural, as the king of Spain^^ life was in great danger, 
and the infanta labouring under an ardent fevef. Matters 
proceeded fo far that four deputies were fent from the 
Provimes^ to confer upon the fubje£l with M. de Wi^. At 
laft, after feveral conferences and propofals, thtsy were 
difmiffed, without coming to any refolution. 
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Frfijhin- No fooncr the projeft of. forming a new republic va-f 
irii^ues * nifheJ, than another was fiibftitutcd. De ^f7^1aboured to 
‘iviih the coiicljidc a treaty of partition with France^ whereby the 
€curt of houfc of AuftrtQ fhould be excluded the pofleffion of the 
trat.ce. Netherlands^ in cafe the emperor Jofeph married the 

infanta of Spa'nu This was no other than a divifion of the 
provinces between France and the 'republic. But fevcral 
difficulties arofe in the execution. A miftake committed 
by dFJirades^ in decyphejfing a letter of inftruftions from 
his court, had almoft broke off the negotiation. The aiji- 
balTador infifted, that Ghent and Mechlin ffiould be affigned 
to the king, by which* means the frontiers of the republic 
would be expofed to his mercy ; but the king cleared up 
this blunder, by affirming, that he had never tiemanded the 
latter, and that his minifter had miftaken the former for 
Catnhray, Now the greateft difficulty was, to engage the 
deputies of the towns in h|s defign, and this the penfionery 
efteded by a very cxtraoidinary Sroke qf policy, which, at 
the fame time, difplays his knowledge of mankind, and the 
ignorance of the deputies. He infinuated to them his ap- 
prehenfions left the Infidels fliould, after conquering the em- 
pire, penetiate into the Netherlands j and eftablifli a footing 
in the vicinage of the republic. The court of France 
laughed at the wildnefs of M. de Jflfs projed ; but they 
were aftonifticd whep they perceived the effeds, and tliiat 
he drew from it the very confequcnce he propofed. He 
perfuaded the deputies of the uecellity of entering into a 
dofer alliance with the king, whofe power alone could ftem 
the torrent of Tnrhijh conejueft, and proteft the republip 
of liclland. To carry his point more clearly, under pre- 
tence of vifuing his uncle, he made the tour of Holland^ 
and conferred jn perfon with all the magiftrates, while 
d'Efiradcs was taking the fame meafures in fome of the 
other provinces. A fortunate accident to promote his 
feh^me happened at Conjlaniimpley where the Dutch refident 
was arrefted, becaufe a Dutch (hip, freighted by the grand 
fignior to Alexandria^ had fallen into the hands of the'i/^//- 
Ufc, JVarnery the refident, was at length forced to pay the 
clamages, upon which he was fet at liberty. De Tf^tt turned 
this circpmftance to his advantage, and enflamed the people 
tp fuch a degree, that the ftates*^ laid an additional duty\n 
all commodities from the Levant^ until the lofles of the 
refident ihouid be indemnified. All the magiftrates of tlie 
principal towns were now unanimoufly of opinion, that the 
republic ought to enter into the Itrifleit ties with the 
french king. Some towns, howeves oppofed the febeme 
3 ' pf 
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of a partition of the Netherlands^ from an apptihenfion 
that this inufl*en>barrafs the* republic with Spain and the 


emperor ^ 

While things were in this train^ the rumout of a 
treaty between France and England^ and of an armament 
equipping by the former, faid to be againft the poncifF, ex- 
cited jealoufy in the ftates, and even alarmed the pcnfioner. 


left France might have fecret defigns of becoming entirely 
fnafter of the Netherlands^ The Spanijh minifter at the 
Hague like wife propagated a report, that a treaty be- 
tween Spainy France^ and England^ was likewife in agita- 
tion, which produced an extraordinary efFe<Sl upon the 
minds of the people. To this we may add, the revival of 


the old difpixes between the provinces of Holland and the 
ftates genera!, upon the variety cf topics already men- 
tioned. Both de JFit and the ftates began to apprehend^ 
they might bewilder themfelves in fuch a labyrinth of in- 
trigues, as fliould incur the Jifpleafure of dll the other 
neighbouring powers, the emperor, the kings of Spain and 
England^ while they Could have no reliance upon the 
fricndftiip of the French monarch. This determined the 


penfioner to a<3: with more caution, and to caft about for the 
means of avoiding' a rupture with England^ until the re- 
public was* fortified by alliances, or at leaft fecured againft 
tne ^efentment of Spain^ and the sjjipire. But this point 
was found impradlicable. Hoftilities had fo long been pur- 


fued on the coaft of Africa^ and in America^ that both na- 
tions were highly exafperated, and there appeared a necef- 
fity of terminating the quarrel by the fword. Wakhenherg^ 
diredlop-general for the Dutch Eajl India company, on the 
coaft of Guiney^ had imprudently, not only in the name 
of the company, but even of the ftates general, fet forth 
a claim to the whole coaft, and prohibited all other na« 


tions from fettling in that quarter. The infolence of this 
order, extremely irritated the EngUJh in particular. The 
affair came before the parliament, and that body refolvcd. 


that the wrongs, injuries, and indignities, done to his ma- 
jefty by the fubjefls of the United Provinces^ by invading 
his rights in India^ Africa^ and America^ and ^he damages 
done to the Englijb commerce, were the greateft obftruc- 
yens to all foreign trade ; his majefty was therefore in- 
treated to take fpcedy and effeftual methods for redrefling 
^he grievances of the nation ; the commons affuring him 
fhey would ailift him with their lives and fortunes. 
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Notwithstanding the /ieal of the Englijh parliai- 
and the mutual refentment of the parties, it was 
ftill a d^ubt whether a rupture might enfue, as de Wit 
llrenuoufly oppoled the comiiig to extremities. The dates 
however, dettrmined to provide againft the word, and 
make the neceflary preparations for war. The Eajl India 
company offered to defend the fettlemients on the coad; of 
Africa^ at their own expence, on condition they were ceded 
to them in form. D'EJtrades endeavoured to prevail on 
de and the leading perfonages, to embrace the propo- 
fal, as the mod certain means of didreiling the Englijh^ 
and putting the African trade on a re(pe£table footing ; but 
as RuyUr was now upon" that coad with a fquadron, the 
dates were willing to be fird acquainted with ®the fuccefs 
of his expedition. Meantime a fquadron commanded by 
admiral Opdam put to fea, and cruifed upon the Fkmijh 
fhore, to watch the defigns^ of the Britijh fleets ; but he 
could not put a dop to the depredations committed by 
prince Rupert y who, before war was declared, had taken 
above an hundred Dutch merchantmen, laden with wine 
and fruit from Bourdcauxy and other French harbours. 
Tt was this circumdance that determined , the dates to fepd 
Van Buiningen in quality of ambadador^to France^ to im- 
plore a more effeilual mediation, than the king’s promifed 
guarantee, and to figni^, that de Ruyter had been fent to 
the coad of America^ not to attack the (hips, forts, and 
fcttlcments, of the Englijhy but to proteft the Dutch trade, 
and regain the loflfes pf the Dutd} merchants ; an artifice 
which lerved only to exafperate the EngUJhj who now re- 
garded the whole conduct of the dates as infidious and 
dcfigning. In the beginning of the year, they had in- 
vited Charles to aft in concert with them, againft the Alge- 
rines, The king complied, and a fquadron was fent to the 
Mediterranean to join the Dutch. On the meeting of the 
fquadrons, fome difference arofe about the honours of 
the fea ; Ruyter complained that he was affronted ; Lawfon^ 
the Englijh admiral, denied it^ but the Dutchman^ under 
this pretext, parted company, failed for the coaft of Africa^ 
and reduced qjl the places lately taken by the Englijh^ ex- 
cept the fortification at Cape Coajl. He befides' battered 
and feized upon fort C&rmantiny which had always been 
an Englijh fettlerrent. He alfo feized upon eight EnglijS 
merchantmen juft arrived, and appropriated their cargoes 
to the JVeJl India company. To render their treacherous 
ichemes ftill more unfurpefted, they came to a refolution 
of communicating to the court of LonAyn their intention. 



or R^blie of Holland. i 44g/ 

of fending a fmall fquadron to the coaft of AmeXca^ fucli 
as could afford* no apprehesriion that they propofed adting^ 
offenfively. This, at leaft, is the charge of the Engiifi 
hiftorians; and indeed it muft be confeifed, that &e ccnir 
dud of the ftates was extremely ambiguous ; but whether 
from neceilit^^, irrefolution, or delign, we cannot pretend 
to determine ^ 

While Europe was in fufpence about the iflue of the in** 
trigues carried on in France^ Eiffgland^ Spam and Holland^ the 
Dutch, upon the eve of a war with their great rival in com- 
merce, were difturbed by fome alarms from Denmark, the 
empire, and the bufy reftlefs bifhopof Munjier. The Danes 
complained that the Hollanders had monopolized the trade 
tA Africa i a|id every meafure which might accelerate and in- 
fure the ruin of the republic was eagerly embraced by the 
court of London. It was artfully infinuated at Copenhagen^ 
that the ffates propofed excluding all other nations from 
any communication with the edaft of Guincy ;• the court of 
Vienna was reminded of the injuries and opprellions fuftained 
by the fubjedls of the empire, of the enterprifing difpofition 
oit\icDutch^ and their tyranny over all the petty neigh- 
bouring princes ; and the bifhop of Munjler was taught, 
that now the oppo|:tunity offered of revenging himfelf upon 
a republic, whofe meddling policy had obffruded the ac- 
compliflimcnt of his favourite projeas. The Danes how- 
ever were awed by the importamo Jf the Dutch trade to his 
dominions, and the revenue ariflng from the duties they 
paid in the Sound j the emperor’s whole attention was em- 
ployed on the means of repulfing the infidels ; he even went 
ib far as to propofe an alliance to the ftates general, which 
they reje^ed, from an apprehenfion it might give umbrage 
to the French monarch. . As to the bilhop of Munjler, Down- j);fpufe * 
ing the Englijh minifter found him more ready to liften to 
his projedls. This prelate was now engaged in a contro- hifhop of ^ 
verfy about fome lands, with the prince of Lichtenjlein, The Munfter. 
procefs was determined in his favour by the imperial cham- 
ber at Spires ; and believing it necelTary to profit by this 
award, the bifhop ufed force, and thereby incurred the dif- 
pleafure of the ftates general. He furprifed fort Eydeler, 
garrifoned it, and repaired the fortifications? Alarmed at 
this proceeding, the ftates complained that their frontier yfzs 
*in danger; and the bifhop replied, that the republic had no 
right to the fort, as her borders were fufficiently guarded 
by other fortificatioiis. France and Spain wanted to accom- 

• 
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moilate tKe difference, and offered their mediation ; but the 
t)ilhop rejeflied their offers, relying upon the protedion of 
the emperor, who declared he would fuffer no violence to 
be done Ae prelate, and the approaching war between Eng^ 
land and Holland^ which he forefaw would give fuiEcient 
employment to the dates general. 

iNCENSED^^at the interpofition of tfce emperor, and his 
evident partiality in favour of the bifhop, the dates pre- 
fented fpirited remondrancese to the court of Vienna^ and 
Ihewed the neceffity they were under of fecuring the fron- 
tiers of the republic, keeping at a didance fo enterprifing a 
neighbour as the bifhop,* and depriving him of his late ac- 
quiiition. As this produced no effeft, they wrote to the 
bifhop, that unlcfs he immediately withdrew bis troops, 
they would march a body of forces to inved Eydeler, I'he 
firmnefs of the dates daggered the refolution of the bifhop ; 
he now difpatched an envoy to the llogue^ begun a negotia- 
tion, and had the addrefs* to prevail on the dates to recal 
the prince of 'NaJfaUy who was laying fiege to the fort. 
However, the conferences were broke off, the war renewed, 
and the prince of Najfau fent with an army to lay fiege to 
Jf’tldcrfkanSj a drong place, before which he died of a pu- 
trid fever. We fhall have occafion to rela^te the progrefs of 
the war in its proper place 

A. D. The fituation of the republic was now critical. She was 
1665. engaged in actual war, v/ith a bold, redlefs, ambitious pried, 
^hejitua' proteded by the emperor, and upon the verge of a rupture 
iien of the with England^ the mod powerful maritime power in Europe, 
tcpuhlic at The king of Englandy indigated by his brother the duke of 
the com- Tork^ who never forgot the ufage he received at the Hague 
fnencment during his exile, and was befides inflamed with a violent de- 
of fignalizing himfelf againft a republic he mortally 
ng- hated, had now determined to keep no terms with Holland^ 
and to terminate the differences of the two nations by the 
fword. Mutual animofity rather than intcred atSluated 
both parties. Battles fought on land generally brought 
fome advantage, and acquifition of territory to the viftor ; 
but the naval engagements which now cod fuch Teas of 
blood, produced nothing but glory, and terminated wholly 
in ^wining laurels round the temples of a few general offi- 
cers. Every fuperiority gained, was dearly purcliafed ; and 5 
it anfwcred no other purpofe, befides the deftru£lion of a * 
greater number of the human fpccies, the finking, burning, 
and blowing up of veiTels, which had been built at the ex« 
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pence of oppreflive taxes upon the fubjeffs. The commerce, 
even of the Conqueror, muft fufFer irreparably, where thwe 
powers at war are upon a nearly equal footing in llrength ; 
and it may be queftioned, whether the worft peace between 
trading nations, be not preferable to the moft fuccefsful war. 
The ftates were fenftble of this truth, perhaps too late ; and 
after the mutual hpftilities committed, had i\rcd both nati- 
ons to a degree of refentment, not to be appeafed, but by 
repeated trials of (kill and fortune. The prodigality of the 
king of England likewife urged him upon this expedient ; 
from the fupplies which might necelTarily be granted for the 
profecution of the war, he forefaw he Ihould be able to 
with-hold conflderable fums for the fupport of his pleafores. 
Befides, that prince had a tafle for fhip- building, and a paf- 
fion for equipping fuch an armament as iOiould give law to 
all the maritime powers of Europe, 

Notwithstanding thefc obftacles, the Hates folicited 
the mediation of France^ by nteans of Van Btdningen^ whofc 
vivacity, genius and oratory, began now to give him dif- 
tinffion, and raife his reputation high in the efteem of 
Lewis, The French king feemed to yield to the intreaties 
of the Dutchnan^ at the very time it was fufpeded he was 
fupplying his biAther the king of England with money to 
maintaiii the war which now appeared inevitable. Another 
’ circumftance likewife contribuf^'l to render the iituation of 
the republic, with refpe( 9 : to FrunAy very dubious. Several 
French Ihips, under various pretences, had been detained in 
the ports of Holland ; particularly five large vcffels bought 
lip for the fervice of the Eajl India company. Thefe the 
Dutch fitted out for the life of their own company ; they 
were reclaimed by iVEJlradcy in divers fruitlefs memorials ^ ; 
but the ftates alledged, that the embargo which the ap- 
proaching war' with England rendered neceflary, ought to 
extend to the fliipping of all foreigners. Nothing can be 
more ambiguous than this condu6l: the Dutch were folicit- 
ing the friendlbip of France publickly by their amtfefiador, 
they were imploring his mediation between them and the 
)c\vig of Englandy and yet they were privately taking fuch 
meafures, as they ought to k^oiv n|uft have confirmed France 
in the intereft of their enemies. Such Tinfteadinefs yean 
•only be accounted for, by the little harmony that fubufted 
among the different departn>ents of the republic, and the 
fadions fupported by de Wit on the one hand, and the friends 

^ WicqiTKFORT, Hift. p. 15. Lettres d’Eflrades, du 23, m. 
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of the hoSfe of Orange on the pther. That minifter wat 
ftxed in the intcreft of Letvisj while the oppofite party wa- 
vered bet;ween their TefpeiSt for England^ and the neceflity of 
keeping ^ipon fair terms with France, at the fame time that 
^ they fecretly obftrufted the defigns and projefts of the pen- 
fioncr. This explains the detention of the (hipping ; a 
meafure merely calculated to traverfe^/^ fchemes. The 
nation in general had no opinion of the ftneerity of France \ 
they complained, that Lewis only watched an opportunity 
of feizing upon the Netherlands, and to gratify his indigna- 
tion, and (fop the Cravings of his ambition, they joined ilTue 
with de IFit about reftoriAg the (hipping; which they did in 
terms the moft honourable and fubmiflive. ^ 

Nor was this the only difference between thfe king and 
the republic. The difpute about the (hipping was no ob- 
flacle to the negotiations of Buiningen, who kept his ma- 
jefty (feady in the overtures to England, of his mediation. 
However, the "ambaflador, by exprefs order of the ftates, 
had given fuch a turn to affairs as highly difpleafed Lewis. 
Different While they pretended to relax in numberlefs points, they 
ees fwitb clofely adhered in fa£t, to their old terms, which obliged 
the court the king to complain in the moft lively n anner, that they 
^France, trifled with him, by offering to England which 
that court had frequently before rejedted ; that, in the pre- 
fent ftate of affairs, he gould not afford the leaft hope of 
accommodation, and that, if fome propofals were not 
made relative to the future fettlement of trade, he (hould 
have reafon to fufpeft their defigns were to engrofs the 
whole commerce of the world. This did not move the 
refolution of the ftates ; they knew it was L«wVs intereft 
to fupport the Louv^etn fadfion againft the prince of Orangey 
who naturally claimed the protedion of his uncle the king 
of England and in fa<ft, notwithftanding the firmnefs of the 
(tates, and the many caufes of difpleafure they had given, 
Lewis, ftrongly inclined in favour of the penfioner, and par- 
ticularly refpedled the creature of that minifter. Van Buinin^ 
gen. Yet he was apprehenfive of declaring againft Charles, 
left he (hould throw himfelf into the arms oi Spaw, whither 
that prince had now difpatched an ambaflador. To gain 
tin^, this politic monarch fent the duke de Verneuil, at the 
head of a fplendid ambafiy \o London, with further orders of^ 
mediating a pacification ; and the duke continued at that 
court for (everal months, though his conferences proved 
fruitlefs. The truth is, he found that the republic had not 

^ Lettres de comte d’Eftradea, p. 1 
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prepared a fufficient fleet to oppofe the Englijh ; he F|id been 
mifinformed as •to the ftren^h of Dutch naval arma- 
ment, and had ftrongly recommended a dbfenfive war, and 
keeping clofc in their harbours. It was matter of aAonilh- 
ment to him, to find that the ftates had adliually in commif- 
fion a fleet of three hundred men of war, befides traders, 
yachts, and firefhips, ^manned with twenty thqufand Tea- 
men. The low condition of his own marine, when com- 
pared with that of Hollandy ma^e him now regard the re- 
public with more refpecSt* To And that fuch an armament 
Ihould be equipped without any noife, or extraordinary 
means, could not fail to infpire him^with fiiblitne notions of 
her formidable naval power, and the vaft extent of her 
commerce n. , 

While the French king was thus ballancing between 
England and Hollandy the duke of York fet fail in the 
month of May^ and cruifed for fifteen days before the Texel^ 
during which time he took a g.’eat number of>the enemy’s 
(hips, homeward bound, before the Dutch fleet had aflem- 
bled. On the duke’s return to Harwich^ the fleets of //!?/- 
land and Zealand Joined j but they were difperfed by a 
ftorm, and feveral mips forced into the Englijh ports. Again 
they rendezvoufed the mouth of the Meufe^ to the num- 
ber of one‘\iundrcd and twenty fail, exclufive of firc-fliips, 
kitches, &c. under the command of admirals Opdanty Evert- 
%en^ Carteinaar^ and Van Yromp^ fon td the celebrated Trompy 
who had loft his life in the iaft war. The utmoft refolu- 
tion and fpirit appeared in all the officers and feajnen, all 
emulous of the opportunity of fignalizing themfelves, and of 
recovering the loft honour of the republic ; for fuch they 
deemed the humble fupplications made to the ufurper Crom- 
wel. The penfioner himfelf went on board the fleet to 
acquaint the officers with promifes of rewards, and he ac- 
« companied it in a yacht for two leagues to Tea, where he 
delivered the order of the ftates to fight the Englijh at all 
hazards. Opdam, in compliance with his inftru6lions, pro- 
ceeded in queft of the enemy ; but the wind blowing in 
fuch a manner as to give the Englijh the weather-gage, he 
chofe rather to deviate from the orders of the ftates, and 
bear away for the Mei^Cy than rifk a defear by fighting 
under a difadvantage. His condu<ft incenfed the penfione^ 
vrnofe intereft now predominated in the republic. De IVit 
had refolved to hazard an engagement, knowing that even 
a defeat would induce France to declare for the ftates ; he 
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tlierefo|e obtained an order, requiring Opdam^ under pain 
of deach, to feek out the enemy and gjive battle. The 
admiral was piqued at inflru^lions that flrongly reflecSiiQd on 
his cqpragc. He perceived the orders had been di<Slated by 
^ de IVit^ who had become his enemy on account of his at- 
tachment to the houfe of Orange^ and refolved to take a 
glorious revenge, by faithfully dilcharging his duty, and de- 
monftrating the injuftice of the aiperfion, and the preju- 
dices of the penfioner. With this view he weighed anchor 
on the third day of>^n7, and in a few hours fell in with the 
Englijh fleet, of equal force, and under the condudl of the 
JUet is de- duke of Tork<^ the earl of Sandwich ^ fir George Af cough ^ and 
feateddfy the admirals Pen and Lawfon^ who had fo eminently dif- 
tinguilhed themfelves under the protectorate. The fleets 
met between Yarmouth and Harwich ; the engagement be- 
gan at four in the morning, and both fidcs maintained it 
with their ufual intrepidity, conduCt, and animofity. Opdam 
is blamed /or fufFering the Englijh to gain the weather- 
gage, but unjufily ; circumfiances would not fufler it fiiould 
be otherwife, and yet he was under the neceflity of fight- 
ing. He called a council of war, laid his own opinion 
before the officers, and fhewed them his inftruCtions. ‘‘ W e 
mufi, fays he, pluck laurel or theftyprefs ; there is no 
alternative.*' He would even feem’ to havf fome fore- 
boding of the unfortunate event, for he fent all the mopey 
back to Holland immediately upon his clearing for battle. 
Never was a fea-fight more confufed or terrible 5 fcarce a 
Ihip kept to its proper ftation, yet all were deeply engaged. 
Both admirals committed egregious blunders, which they 
endeavoured to regain by valour. The duke and Opdam^ 
by a reciprocal mifiake, fought Ihip to fliip with the moft 
defperate fixing. Three perfi>i*s )f q»!ality were killed by 
tile fide of the duke of and his cloaths covered over 

with their blood ; and foon after admiral Opdam^ with l 
great number of volunteers of diftinClion, were blown up 
into the air, and crumbled into aflies. Above fix hundred 
men periflied by this accident, w'-hich arofe from a fparfc of 
fire falling into the powder room. His flag was hoiftui W 
Cartemaer^ who was foon killed by a cannon ball, that 

V carried awa^’’ his leg. Still, however, the battle raged with 
doubtful event, and it is probable the night would have 
feparated the combatants, had not feveral Dutch captlijns 
withdrawn themfelves. They had been promoted, by the 
iiitereft of the prevailing fa(51:ion, as fpies on the conduct of 
OpdaWy without any regard to merit. Many were deficient’ 
io ability, and Ibmc in courage. The enemy, profited by 
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their ncgligcnccj and puflied with redoubled vigour the (hips 
that continued in the line. Evertzen^ arid ev^nTroupj de- 
fended themfelves with the uttnoft obftinacy ; but the fcrmct 
was obliged to fliift his flag, <ind have his (hip towed away. 
This circumftance, and the deftrudtion of feveral of thd 
^ (hips, either devoured by the flames, or fwallowed up by 
the ocean, firft introduced confuflon, ^which was fucceedej 
by an unufual defpondency : in a word, the Duich were de- 
feated with the lofs of eighteen (hips, either funk, burnt, 
or blown up in the a6tion, with near fix thoufand mariners, 
befides two of the beft admirals in Holland. VanTrmp, 
however, made an admirable retreat, and by his valour, and 
the (kill of his difpofition, prvented the enemy from pur- 
fuing a vi£lory*they had piirchafed with the lofs of the brave 
admiral Lawfoyi^ two thoufand fcamen, and feven capital 
Ihips. ** 

Admiral EverfZen was the firft who brought the report of 
this defeat to the Brille^ where the people were fo exafpe- 
rated as to attempt his life, though they had every reafon 
to approve his conduft. It was with the utmoft difficulty 
he could pafs under cover of the night to the Hague^ to 
lay the fituntion of a.tairs before the ftates : his narrative 
overwhelmed^them with conftertiation. The Orange par- 
ty demanded an immediate peace with England^ and the 
elevation of the prince of Orange .o ^the (tadtholdcrfhip. 
M. de JVj* was greatly difappointed in his fanguine hopes 
of viftory. However, he fupported his opinions with a 
refolution, that (hewed he was prepared for the worft that 
could happen. He did not, nevcrthelefs, openly oppofe 
the faftion ; but he anfwered their demands, by affirming, 
that now was the time to expeft the open declaration of the 
French king. He procured an immediate order for Fan 
Tjromp to keep the (ea, with the remains of the fleet, in 
order to dimini(h the glory of the conquerors, fuftain th^ 
reputation of the republic, and perfuadc the people that the 
defeat was Icfs decifive than the enemies of the government 
^ad^eported. Three deputies were accordingly fent to 
^romp ; but he refufed to run further hazards with officersi 
"•itv whofe (kill, courage, or fidelity, he could have no de- 
pendance. Upon this feveral captains were tried for cow- 
ardice and neglefl of duty ; three were (hot, four bad theit 
fwords ignominioufly broken over their heads by the com- 
mon hangman, two were fuperfeded and declared incapable 

* Id. ibid. Smollbt, Hift. Eng book viL c. i* 
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of fcrvice, and the chief pilot was fentenced to walk under 
a gibbet with a rope about his neck, aftbr which he was < 
banil|fed. 

By thefe rigid and juft punifliments the ftates gratified 
the officers of merit, anfwered the public expectation, and 
infpired the Teamen with a Tpirit of emulation, a dread of 
the confecjliences of negleft, and with refpeft for the officers 
promoted in the room of the delinquents. The utmoft 
expedition was ufed in repairing the fleet, as It was known 
that the enemy lay in wait for de Ruytery daily expeded 
from the coaft of Africa^ with his greatly inferior fquadron. 
The armament was m'anned with little difficulty, but it was 
no cafy matter to fix upon an admiral every way unex- 
ceptionable. Van Tromp had (kill, courage, and popularity; 
he was exceedingly beloved by the Teamen, but he had dif- 
obeyed the deputies Tent with orders from the ftates. He* 
was befidcs^ attached to thf houTe of Orange^ which by ren- 
dering him.fufpefled by the penfioner, proved a great ob- 
ftacle to his elevation. It was not, however, upon this oc- 
cafion only that de Wit fubjefted his private refentments to 
the public good ; he had often raifed merit without rcfpe£l 
to party, though where an equality^ appeared in candi- 
dates of oppofite principles, he gave *the preference to the 
friend of his own faftion. Van Tromp was nbw without a 
rival in talents, and ^e was Tet at the head of the navy iHtntil 
the arrival of de Ruyter^ an old officer, of at leaft equal me- 
rit, equally beloved by the nation, and particularly efteemed 
by the penfioner. In this poft he had not continued long, 
when Ruyter arrived, after having happily efcaped under 
cover of a thick fog. He was no Iboner arrived in the port 
of Delf%iU in Groningen^ than the Tailors mutinied, inlifting 
upon being fet on (hore and dilbanded, before any orders came 
from the ftates. They were difgufted with the toilfomt , 
tedious and fickly voyage ; they dreaded being immediate]/ 
again Tent to encounter with fatigue and danger, and they 
pretended they were told that the Englijh had ufed the r 
prifoners, after their late defeat, with great barbarity. A*, 
length the confidence, which the admiral repofed in tn^ 
honour, tl\e leave he gave them to vifit their friends upop 
\ their promife to return on the firft notice, fecured them in 
his intcreft fo ftrongly, that not an individual deferted.. 

The fafe arrival of fquadron dilFufed the^ut- 

moft fatisFaSion and fpirits ; it was particularly agreeable to 
the penfioner, whofe intention was to give him the chief 
command of the armamept now equipping, and to raife him 

to 
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to the rank of lieutenant admiral general. The (|>uncil of 
fiate made the^propofal to the ftates oi Holland^ who imme-« 
diatcly accepted it, ordering de Ruyter to take the o;y;hs, re- 
ceive his commiffion, and enter upon his employment. 

Tro?np complained of the preference given to his rival, and 
refufed to fcrve in'afubordinate capacity ; but the ftates fent 
orders for the fltet to fail immediately to fea, for Tromp to 
keep the ftation appointed him, and denounced vengeance 
againft the leaft oppofition to.their will, being determined 
to purfue the general good, without regarding the humours 
of party, and of difappointed ambition. So impatient was 
de lilt for the departure of the fleet*, that to accelerate mat- 
ters he accompanied the other deputies on board, though he 
expofed the^by his fortune and charadier to the cenfure of 
his enemies, who did not fail to make a handle of his de- 
fertion of his proper bufinefs on fo critical an occafion. 

The French king was alarmed at fo unprecedented a mca- 
furc; and his own party imagining he intended ferving in 
the expedition, being left Without a head, funk into defpon- 
dency. His friends applied to him, and M. de IVifs an- 
£wer plainly indicated what were his refolutions. He re- 
folved to hazard his^life, and replied, ‘‘ My perfon and my 
“ intereft arc infen.#rable from the prefervation of the ftate ; 

a feconcf naval engagement will determine the fate of 
‘‘•iry country. Tromp has abil’ / and courage; but he 
*• may be wanting in obedience to the orders of his fupe- 
rior, and in experience to coudufl: an important action. 

The impetuofity and ardor of the officers may blind their 
judgment and ocafion the lofs of the faireft opportuni- 
ties, and thofe rivalfhips may generate divifions ; I there- 
fore think my honour, my confcicnce, and my duty to 
my country, require that I ftiould prevent the fatal confe- 
quences either of too much pride, or too much valour.*’ 

D E IV IT's inflexibility raifed a univerfal clamour; 
was acciifed of having brought the republic into th^ 
moft imminent danger, and then deferting the helm* at 
the moment his fteadinefs and ability were moft required. 

"Faris it was believed, that he took this ftep to avoid 
, he perfecution of his enemies. The clergy in HoUandi 
always attached to the houfe of Orange^ declaidied violently/ 
frop the pulpit againft the adminiftration, and the ftat^ 
w%‘re under the necellity of prohibiting them to meddle 
with pubhc affairs : however they ftill perfifted, and fome 
of them were fufpended by authoiity. As an addition to 
the calamities of the ftate, a mutiny broke out among the 
G g % failors^ 
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failors, which coqki only be appeafed by violent remedies, 

* and the execution of the ringleaders. Afterwards the fleet 
was drained by adverfe winds, (hallow water, and other 
accidents, while the king of England was meditating a 
project, the I'uccffs of which nfiuft deeply aftedl the corn-* 
mcrce of Holland^ and ftrike at the being of the republic. 
A vaft fleef of Eajl India and Turkey merchantmen, having 
failed north- about to avoid the Englijh cruizers, put into 
Bergen in Norway^ where 'Ihey propofed laying until de 
Rnyter (hould ccndudl them to Holknd, It Was propofed 
to the king of Denmark^ by the Englijh envoy at Cope^ihd^ 
gcHy that he (hould fei'ze upon that rich fleet, by way of 
indemnification of his lofles in the Swedijh war, in which 
the Dutch had involved him. The Northern dionarch could 
not withlfand the powerful temptation ; but he told the 
envoy, that though he thought the meafure highly pru- 
dent and convenient, he was in no condition to execute 
fo important an enterprife. This was direfllyhis language 
to the Dutch fome years before, when they advifed the 
feizure of the Englijh merchantmen put into Copenhagen^ 
to avoid their fquadrons. It was giving the envoy an op- 
portunity of making offers of the kill y of England's a(ri(t- 
ance, which he did not fail to embrace'; upon this the bar- 
gain was concluded, on condition that the prize (hould 
be equally divided. ,Lord Sandwich had orders to fail im- 
mediately to Norway to execute the projeft ; but he con- 
tented himfelf with difpatching part of the fleet, under an 
inferior oificer, who attacked the Dutch with great impetu- 
ofity. As the governor of Bergen had not yet received 
orders to join the or even remain paflive, he 

thought himfclf bound by the laws of nations, to proteft 
a fleet, that had taken (belter in a neutral port ; accord- 
ingly he joined the Hollanders^ and gave fo warm a reccp» 
tion to the Englijl) admiral, as forced him, with confide-^ 
Table damage, to abandon the enterprife ; both kings reap- 
ing only the dilhonour of fo bafe a compadl. 

Scarce had the count d'Alefeldt delivered the 
merchants from the hands of the Englijh^ when he 
them in equal danger, by the demand of a large fum o^- 
\moncy, by way of indemnification of the damage his Da* 
nijh majefty fuftained upon their account. This unjuft 
claim, he was preparing to enforce by violent mcafui^s, 
when, fortunately, de Ruyter arrived, and took them under 
his protedlion ; upon which the whole fleet fet fail for 
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Holland. In the voyage they were overtaken by a violent • 
ftorm, difperfed, Ihattcred, and foine of the ihips ^irown 
into the hands of the Englifljy the remainder arriving in 
a wretched plight, in different parts of i\\c United Provin- 
ces, The utmort expedition was ufed, in colleding and 
repairing the ihips, fo that in a fliort time a more power- 
ful fquadroii than the former put to Tea, under the fame 
commanders, and with much ihe fame fortune. A ftorm 
arofe more furious than before, and drove the admiral 
back into port with his fliattered armament, 

Notwihtstanding the clemfents feemed combined 
againft the republic, the Hates, encouraged by de IVit^ re- 
folved upon tone more effort, for fear the Englift)^ who 
had fufrered in tise fame temptft, ihould have time to refit, 
or before they could be enriched by captures, and the fpoils 
of the Dutch commerce. The vigilance and adivity of 
the penfioner met w’ith the thanks of the llaxes j he was 
the actuating fpring of every motion, and laboured now 
with the utmolf diligence to ftrike finne decifive blow, 
which might at the fame time filence the clamours of hi$ 
enemies, and oblige^he enemy to liften to reafonable terms 
of accommodation. It muft, however, beconfefl'ed, that 
the terrible* plague which was at this time dcfolating the 
cajiital of Great Britain^ contribu' J more to the fecurity 
of Hjlland^ than all the endeavours ot the Hates and M. de 
Wit, 'I'his dreadful calamity, together with the natural 
indolence of the king’s difpofition, damped the fpirit of the 
Englijh^ enfeebled every refolution, and infufed a languor 
into the councils of that nation. 

While the third expedition was preparing, the Hates 
general propofed revoking the commilfion granted to the 
jieputics de Wit^ Huygeuy and Boreely to attend the arma<r 
/ment, which they believed difpirited the officers, and ren- 
Idcrcd men who had not fludied the art of war, the chief 
Idireftors of military operations. This was oppofed 
fthe Hates of • who not only refufed to comply with 

Hates general, but confirmed and enlarged the former 
powers of the deputies : however, as the winter was far 
advanced, the penfioner refigned his naval employment* / 

Ruyfer was recompenfed for his fervices, with a prefenf 
frtfm the admiralty of Amjlerdaniy and invited to fit as 
prefidentof that college, until the foafon permitted his puU 
ting to fca. 

All this time the king of France kept aloof. He ap- 
prehended, left de lVtt\ party fhould, in bis abfence, bf 
* G g 3 force 4 
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* forced to fink under the weight and popularity of the , 
.pofiteifadion, now greatly l&engthened by the penfioner^s 
quitting his civil employment, to z&. in a military capa- 
city. Van Buiningen plied his majefty clofely, and endea- 
voured by every artifice to draw Franc$ into the quarrel; 
but coula^^btain only general aflurances, until the arrival . 
of M. ie Vaal from when he ordered his ambaf- 

fador to declare to the ftates, that he was determined to 
keep up to the conditions of the promifed guarantee. To 

f ive this declaration the ftronger air of fincerity, the am- 
alTador prefented to *the ftates a memorial drawn up by 
bis court, refpe^ting the operations of war, Ihould it be 
found neceflary to come to an abfolute ruptftre with Eng~ 
land. Here it was examined whether the war ought to be 
pufhed with vigour, and determined by general battles, or ' 
fpun out, in order to ti^e the Englijh nation, and roufe 
the clamoure of the people againft the government. Lewis 
hoped, he faid, to become mafter in the Mediterranean^ 
with a fleet of twelve French men of war, joined by an 
equal number of the fliips of the republic. He propofeu 
blocking up Tangier ^ now annexed toS the crown of Eng- * 
glands by the king’s marriage with the infanta of Portural^ 
>nd thereby to difturb and annoy the Britijh trade to the 
Levant. As to the grand fleets, Lewis propofed maintr i- 
ing a fquadron of tnirty two capital men of war, to aft 
in conjunftion with the Dutch fleet, which he expr/led 
ihould at lead be as numerous as it was before he entered 
into a treaty of alliance with the republic. A variety ot 
fchemes were likewife prepofed for diftrefling the common 
(bnemy, though in fa£f Lewis had not yet fina'iy refolve^i 
$o break with England^ and was actually mediating a pa- 
cification, by which he hoped to obtain greater advanl> 
fages, than if he came to extremities, and forced 
}n{o a union with Spain. 

In this fluftuating fituation was France^ upon the rcturr 
of M. JVity and his refuming the employment 
fioner. It foon appeared what the picfence of one gi^ 

. man can effeS in a ftate, whofc councils arc languid andh 
'^iftr^ited, oy oppofitc opinions and intcrefts. The pen- 
noner no fooner arrived at the Hague^ than the face of af- 
fairs were changed, and frcfli vigour and fpirit re-anitna- 
%td tvtry department of the republic. The murmurs of 
party were filcnccd, and all joined in ;^dtniring fhe afii- 
yity, the wifdom^ the policy, and the fagacity of the 
penfjoper, yehp now was dcciped thf life and foul of the 

fta^s. 
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ftates* The enemies of the republic were multiplling, but 
her refoorces and ftrength Teemed likewife augmented, by* 
the ardour infpired by de Wit^ who made Aire tlut his 
return would engage Fraike openly to declare %gainft 
Great Britain^ Van Galen^ biftiop of Munfter^ excited by 
ambition, and engaged by a confiderable. fubfidy from War 
Charles the^Second, determined tb purfuing Ms inflexible 
animofity to the ftates. This prelate perceived that the Mun- 
whole attention of the provinces was employed in equip* 
ping a powerful navSl armament, and that they had neg- 
lected repairing and garrifoning thejr ftrong holds, in order 
the more readily to man, and At out their fquadrons. In 
Gut'ldtrknd and Overyjfel the fortiAcations were totally neg- 
leCled, and ^all confiJeration^ for fo petty, though impla- 
cable an enemy, as the bilhbp of Munjler^ abforbed in the . 
more important objefi of a vigorous defence againfl the pow- 
er ful monarchy of Great Britain^ Van Galen rcfojved either to 
profit by this conjuncture, or to lofe his life in the attempt. 

With this view he made an irruption into the province of 
Overyffely at the head of c^ght thoufand men, feizing up- 
on Almelo and oth;r places, before any meafures were 
concerted to flop nis progrefs. • Berkelo alone made any 
reAftance.^ Here the commanding officer, after a vigorous 
dgfaice, Cupitulated upon hono^’rablc conditions, which 
were little regarded by the bifhop, u||io, as foon as he had 
it in bis power, (laughtered in cold blood the foldiers 
and burghers, without diftinCiion. Terror diffufed itfelf 
through all the provinces, and the ftates of Hellandy and 
the pr^nAoner, laboured diligently to apply remedies to a 
diforder, obferved when too late. New levies were made, 
a treaty ftruck up with the duke of Lunenburgh^ and in- 
ftruCtions fent to Van Buiningen^ to demand of the French 
king, ^ the 6000 auxiliaries ftipulated by treaty?. 

Every day the bifliqp was increaung his ftrength, and 
acquiring fre(h vigour by his fuccefles. Not fati^ed yich 
ti^yaging Overyffely he meditated an enterprife againft the 
Mi'ly of Groningen, the capital of a province of that name. , 
paving a part of his army, to refift the forces raifing by ' 
w. ! dukes of Lunenburgh, Zell, and the biftiop^of 0/nabrug,^ 
he marched into the heart of Groningen, with intent!^' 

^ of furpriAng Delftil in which the Englijh promi(& 
to affift him ; but a party of his troops being repulfed 
with loftj by a fmall corps formed out of the neighbour- 


* BasaAoa, p. 675. 
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ing gar^fons, defeated his defign. Howcv^ he proceedt“d, 

‘ after raVaging the territory of Drent^ to lay fiege to Gr^- 
ningen^into which the princefs of Frifeland threw herfelf 
and faftiily, to animate the garrifen by her prefence 5 a re- 
folution worthy of the daughter of prince Frederic Henry of 
Orange. She had fold her plate and jewels, to raife a fuf- 
ficient body of men for the defence of the city, and took 
fuch vigorous meafures, as retarded the operations of the 
enemy, and gave time for the Dutch forces, and the French 
auxiliaries, to come to her relief. In a word, her attach- 
ment to her country prevailed over maternal duty and af- 
fection, and flie was the inftrument of the fafety of Gro- 
ningen^ exprefsly contrary to the commands of^the princefs 
of Orangey who wifhed to fee the bifhop fuccefsful, that 
the adminiftration of the pcnfioner might become more 
odious. On the approach of the allied army, the bifhop 
was forced to raife the fie^gc, retire into wintcr*quartcrs, 
and defer his*opcrations to the enfuing campaign. 

LEJViS's firft ftep towards a declaration in favour 
of Hollandy was the body of auxiliaries he had fent to 
A. D. check the afpiring views of the biftioo of Munjler. He 

1 666 . now went farther, recalling his ambafladors from Englandy 

and taking every meafure that portended an entire rup- 
ture with that nation. The fufpenfe he was under which 
faCIioii might prevail,, find his high opinion of the wealth, 
and confequently the power, of the republic, occafioned 
his fo long deferring his declaration. He feared driving 
king Charles into an union with Spain ; but he now was 
more apprehenfive of the ruin of the republic, fince the 
real ftate of affairs had been prefented to him by the count 
d'EjlradeSy who demonftrated, that the ftrength of a com- 
mercial people was not always to be eftimated by their 
wealth, as the king had always before imagined. was 
immediately upon this, that he recalled his ambaffador from 
Londony and in the month of January declared war againft 
Englandy though he never entered heartily into the quar- 
rel, or fupported his allies with the expeded vigour an4. 
fpirit. The ftates found means likewife to engage the 

! :ing of Denmark in their intcreft, by virtue of a large fub- 
idy, in confideration of which he obliged himfelf to 
maintain a fleet of thirty fail for their fervice. The jucB^ 
clous diftribution of their money had indeed wrought a 
thorough} change in their favour ; and the bilbop of Mun^ 
fiery who had lately been fo formidable an enemy, was 
riow flying before the poyvcrs raifed againff him by the rer 

jpublicy 
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-public. Little confidence however was placed in thcBoubt- ^ 
’fulVonduft of Lewisy who feemed equally inclinable ro fcrve 
the ftates, and avoid entering the lifts with Charles, hjit nJs 
and eneifiies in vain, looked out for the French fleet, to 
give the Englijk battle, and join the Dutch fquadron ; but 
• the admiral had the addrefs never to be found, while his coui t 
was ftipulating with the ftates about the command of an ima- 
ginary junftion, and whether it ftiould belong to Beaufort the 
king's admiral, or to thj lieutenant admiral of Holland. The 
mode of operations were llkewife difputed, and at laft each 
determined to purfue their own particular views and int::- 
refts, without reg^ird to the common caufe. It was the de- 
fign of the HiUanders to come to a general engagement, to 
which Le-wis was averfe, left hi.s.own infant maiine might be 
^deftroved, or the EngUJh power fuftain fuch a blow as would 
give too great a naval fupei iority to the republic *1. 

When the Dutch fleet was re*dy, Ruytpr pul to fea, in 
three divifions, aflifted by the admirals Everfz.en^ Trowp. 

MeppeU H'eSj and Frics^ the whole fleet conlifting of eighty- 
three capital men of war, befides the ketches, lenders, and 
fireftiips. To prevent confufion, each of thefe fquadrons 
was lubdivided under the conduft of an admiral, the fignals 
were all agaecd upon, and in this order they proceeded in cmtiuued 
quiiftof the enemy. As to the E,^ lijhy they were equal in jer /dlt 
number ; but the duke of York dcclificd taking the com- 
mand, becaufe his force would be unequal, fliould the French 
fleet join itfelfto t\\GlbUa7idiTs. The commanJ therefore was 
given to prince Ruperty and the duke of Alheinarky tl'>c fame 
officer who had diftinguifhed himfelf by the name of Monk 
in the laft war. On advice that the French fquadron ap- 
proached, prince Rupert failed, with twenty-five ftiips, in 
queft of the duke oiBcauforty who was faid to be cruifing oft' 
iBelleiJl^y ready to enter the Channel. By this reparation the 

! advantage was greatly on the fide of the Hollanders ; however 
Albemarle bravely refolved upon giving battle, for which pir- 
pofe he bore down upon Ruyter on the firft day of 'Junc^ 

’‘’ith the advantage of the weather-gage. The Dutch ad- 
mirals, no lefs eager to engage, flipt their cables, that they 
might be the more able to clofe with the entmy. Both ^ 
fides were determined to exert their utmoft valour ; antV 
indeed, the event left it doubtful which had fliewn the moft 
(kill, obftinacy, or conduS. The battle began with un- 
paralleled fury, and was maintained with unexampled in- 

^ Comte d’Eflrades Lettres. 
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trcpid*.y. Tromp and de Ruyter were both forced to fhift 
their ftags, becaufe their (hips had fuflained fuch damage 
rend<ft*jd them unfit for fervice. While Sir William Berkely^ 
an E^glijh admiral, failed with his divifion into the midft of 
the Dutch fleet, where, after a gallant refiflance, he was 
killed, and his Ihip taken ; Evertxen was engaged in perfon 
with Alb^arle^ and after an obftinate engagement killed, 
juft as two of his (hips blew up. Several (hips were funk 
and deftroyed on both fid^s; yet the battle raged with un- 
remitting fury, until night parted The combatants, leaving 
the admirals on cither fide full of admiration of each others 
ability, intrepidity, an^ obftinate refiftancc. 

N EXT day the weather proved more moderate, and the 
fight was renewed with redoubled violence. V'^an Tramps as 
if the preceding engagement had only whetted his ardor, 
defperately crowded into the midft of the Englijh^ attack- 
ing with jhe utmoft ef^arts of valour, guided by con- 
duct ; but his ftrength proving unequal, he was reduced 
to the laft extremity, when de Ruyter^ his mortal enemy, 
generoufly came up to his relief, ru(hcd in among the ene- 
my, and brought off his rival in glory and intereft, with a 
dignity of mind that cannot be fufliciently applauded. By 
this time the Dutch were reinforced with fi^ttcen (hips, 
and the Englijh (liattered in fuch a manner, that not abpve 
thirty fail remained fit for action. This determined the 
duke of Albemarle^ who, though in the vale of life, had 
fought with the fire and ardor of a youthful warrior, to 
make the heft of his way for England^ and leave the glory 
of victory to the Dutch^ after he had (hewn them how dc- 
ferving their enemies were of the empire of the ocean. He 
drew off his fleet in the heft order pofTiblc, and was clofely 
purfued by de Ruyter^ when a calm enfued that prevented the 
Hollanders from beginning a fre(h attack. ^ ^ 

Not all the horrors of the battle, which was defperatej 
be};ond defeription, could difeourage the Dutch \ they de-. 
termined to purfue the advantage obtained by their fupe- ^ 
riority, while the duke of Albemarle^ calling a council of/ 
flag-officers, was, by their advice, difpofing his fleet in a/ 
\ rear-line of Jbattlc, to make a fighting retreats A breeze 
(bringing up about four next morning, Ruyter bore down a 
third time, and begun thea£lion, when the duke difeovdirpd 
pnnee Rupert and his fquadron to the fouthward, making 
all the fail in his power to come in for a (hare in the a<ftion. 
Immediately he hauled upon a wind to join this rea(bnabie 
reinforcement, and baffled all the endeavours of Ruyter to 
prevent their junSion, though with thf* lofs of a firtt-rate, 

com- 
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^mmanded by« admiral Ayfcough^ that had the 'milTortune 
TO ftrike upon the Galloper Sands^ where flie was furr^nded, ^ 
attacked, and taken, alter a vigorous rcfiftance. 'Ijme en- 
deavours of the feveral admirals to gain the advantage of 
the weather-gage by a variety of different motions, con- 
fumed the third day ; but on the fourth the battle was again 
renewed with the fame impetuofity as if all the ihips had 
come frefli to the engagement. Four fucceflive charges were 
fuftained and given by^ both admirals, who, like Cafar and 
Pompey, fought as if the one would not fuffer a fuperior, or 
the other an equal ; at laft, a thick; fog interpofed, under 
cover of which the Englijh retired, but with fo formidable 
an appearanqp as gave them fome title to difpute the vic- 
tory, which the Dutch claimed. Ruyter twice broke the 
enemy’s line in the laft day’s engagement, and obtained 
immortal honour. During the four days he took eleven 
great fhips, and burnt or funl» an equal number. The 
flaughter on both fides was prodigious, and halVdly a fliip of 
either fide efcaped undamaged ; in a word, it was the 
opinion of de IVit^ who was no friend to the Englijhy 
“ That if they we^ defeated, their misfortune redounded 
more to their honour than all their former vieftories. No 
‘‘ fleet but theirs, after the fevere ufage of the firft day, 
would have continued an eng jement for three fucerf- 
five days longer, Englijhmen m*y be killed, Englijh 
‘‘ (hips may be burned, but courage is invincible 

Such a teftimony from an inveterate and judicious enemy, 
refleds real honour on the nation (A). 

Though, 


*■ Smollit, lib. vii. cap, i. p. 36. Basnace, p. 775. 
D’Estrades Lettres, die i7Juin, 1666. 


(A) Though bonfires were 
made in London, and thankf- 
givifigs for the victory ordered 
to be obferved in all the 
churches, candor muft confefs, 
that vi^ory declared clearly 
on the fide of Holland, though 
ol^ained with the moil terrible 
carnage. Three admirals and 
feven captains were killed ; a- 
bove two thoufand feamen were 
thrown dead into the fea, to 
clear the decks, and a greater 
number were woun^fd. They 


my, but feven were funk, or 
otherwife deftroyed, and the 
whole miferably fhattered. fewy- 
Ur and l^an Tromp had fhifted 
their flags to fix different fhips ; 
but the trophies which they 
earned were thought a full re-* 
compenfe of all the danger £>.d 
labour they had undergone. 
Lord jJrlingtQn, the EngliJ!^ fc* 
cretary of Hate, in faff acknow- 
ledges that the king’s fleet was 
defeated. In a letter to Sir 
William temple he exprefles 
himfelf thus : « Neither do I 
** take 
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Th/^)UGH, in confequence of thcfe Woody eng agemcntst 
neithel' the Englifl) nor Duuh were able to keep the fea/ 
both {‘&d vaft refources ; they exerted them to the utmoft, 
and iioiYi fleets foon fet fail as formidable as before. De 
Ruyter had orders to join the French fquadron under the 
duice of Beaufort^ who had artfully fufiered the two great 
maritime powers to weaken each other, before he ventured 
to engage the king’s fquadron in the quarrel. Even the 
Engltjh themfclves allow, that had he joined de Ruyter 
when he might, the vidfory muft have been decifive, and 
the confequence fatal to the naval power of Great Biitain^ 
which however was by no means the intention of the 
moft chriftian monarch. De IVit applied udih his ufual 
activity to repair the fleet,, and the great obje£l: of the 
ftates was, to deflroy the fhipping, in the docks and 

yards, in the river Thames. With this intention they fet 
fail on the joth oi^july ; but fome accounts leceived from 
England^ and the ignorance of the pilots with refpedl to the 
foundings, obliged him to lay afide the enterprife. It was 
next propofed to make a defeent on the coatt of Englan^L 
near Hativich ; but all the places nf debarkation were 
found fo well lined with troops, that this fcheme too was 
found impraiSicable, and a refolution formed Vd wait for 
the enemy, and decide the fortune of the war by anoth?r 
general engagement.^ By the 24th he fell in with the 
duke of Albemarle and prince Rupert^ who commanded a 
fleet of one hundred fail, while de Ruyter'^ did not amount 
to eighty-two men of war and fome fire-fhips. Flufhed 
by the late vi<SI:ory, the van advanced with too great im- 
petuofity, and for a time the battle was maintained with 
equal zeal, emulation, and fpirit ; but Evertzen^ brother to 
the admiral of that name, kilKd in the lafl engagement, 
was at length furrounded, overpowered, and defeated, by 
Sir Thomas Allen^ vice-admiral of the white, with the lofs of 
thrf’c inferior admirals, and dreadful flaughtcr of the fea- 


take pleafure in repeating 
any thing of this engage- 
ment. This advantage, 1 
am fure, they had of us, that 
'they have carried home their 
trophies ; whereas we have 
not one, what we took be- 
ing all drowned or burnt.’^ 
He might have added flill 
more indifpatahle proofs, tho* 
this teilimony from a minifter 


will alone appear fufHcient. As 
to what bifhop Bimiety and 
other writers alledge, of the 
penfioncry de Wids being In 
the engagement, it has noroun- 
dation in truth. The penfl- 
oncry indeed vifited the fleet 
before it fet fail ; but the cla- 
mours raifed againll his Jaft ex- 
pedition deterred him from re- 
peating the experiment. 
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^en. Van Trmp, in the mean time, engaged and (U'fcated 
^Hf\yeremy Smilh^ admiral of the blue (quadron ; bu^, pur- 
fuing the chacc too eagerly, he was entirely cut ofF, jjid fe- 
parated from the center, where the battle raged wrh un- 
'mralleled fury between de Ruyter and the duke of A bemarle* 

Here Ruyter fuftained for three hours the utmoft efforts of 
the whole BritiJI) fleet, maintained the fight with feven fliips 
only in the line, and at laft yielded the viftory, not until 
his men were fo wounded, faint, and exhauifed, as to be 
unable to work the fli’ps, and keep up a continued regular 
fire. It was now only he made that fignal to retreat, which 
was readily obferved by all the fleet, ‘which was faved from 
deftrudfion by the feafonablc calm that enfued. De RuyUr^s 
difpofition, however, was fo excellent, as to deter the vic- 
tors from purfuing, and indeed his condud through the 
whole aflion was fo cool, refolute, and determined, that 
even his defeat added luftre to his former glory. Had he 
been duly fupported by Trornp^ the vidfory wpuld at leaft 
have proved doubtful. 

Now the Engl'ijh crouded in purfuit of Van Trompj 
who had been feparated from the main fleet ever fince 
that defperate efFor^-J^ by which he broke through their 
line. They difeovered him near Harwich^ and attacked him 
with vigou? ; but that gallant otKcer fuftained thefhock 
with fuch admirable firmnefs as foiled all attempts, and en- 
abled him to retreat with little lofs to the Texel \ notwith- 
ffanding which loud complaints were made by Ruyter to the 
ftates, that the lofs of the battle was owing to his rafhnefs 
and mifeondudf. The number of killed and wounded was 
very confiderable on both fides ; fome writers alledge, that 
the Dutch loft above two thoufand men, befides three ad- 
mirals. How warmly Ruyter had been engaged, w c may 
judge from the lofs on board his own fliip, in which two 
hundred men were killed, and near an equal number wound- 
ed. Twelve captains were beiides flain, and feven fhips 
funWand deftroyed, but none taken. Upon the whole, V/e 
m2f5|r judge of the certainty and value of the viftory to the 
Englijl)^ by its confequcnces. The Dutch took fanduary in 
their ports, before which the enemy rode in triumph, ter- , 
rifying their coafts, and interrupting their commerce. 

The Tate rejoicings of the ftates were turned into mouriv- 
irrg ; and as the expedations of the populace are always 
fanguine upon every inftance of prefperity, their clamours 
and difcontencs rife in proportion upon any change of for- 
tune. To embarafs the^overnmem ftill more, tiie animo- 
fktj between the two belT admirals of the republic broke out 

with 
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with redoubled violence; their rcfentments were ^ow 
placate, and their hatred mortal. ThC; Teamen iikewi(b,^ 
enterlig into the quarrel of their commanders, formed 
oppoUb factions, came to blows, and threatened the diilb- 
lution of the government. Ttomp was fupported by the 
houle of Orange, and greatly beloved, on account of his ge- 
nerofity and valour, by all the feamen ; yet had the ftates 
courage enough to fuperfede him, and profecute his family 
. “ for a paper they pubiiflied^in his juftification, becaufe it re- 
erje nU condud. The French king, however, did 

juftice to his merit, by fending him the order of St. Mi-> 
cbaelj his pi6lure hndy fet with diamonds, and a letter 
of compliment wrote with his own hand, teftifying his 
fenfeof that gallant condu6f which had broijght off a fmall 
fquadron of no more than eight (hips, though furioufly at- 
tacked by thirty fhips of the enemy. It was, ncverthelefs,^ 
true, that his impetuofity in the begintjing of the a£lion 
bad occafioned the fucceeJing misfortunes, though he now 
glorioufly Effaced that error. In his defence he fays, I 
“ cannot fuffer de Ruyter^ actuated by envy and animofity, 
to ftain my honour with fo difagreeable a refleftion, as to. . 
attribute tbe enemies fuccefs to my wilful mifcondu£t« 
Errors I may have committed, but my private rcfentments 
(hall ever yield to the intereft of my cointry. The 
moft glorious triumph I could wifli over my rival 
would be, to apptove myfelf worthy of his efleem and 
“ gratitude 

MEANTIME M. Buat^ z difcardcd domeftic of the prince 
of Orange^ had, by the infligation of lord Arlington^ the 
EngUJh minifter, entered into fecret meafures for concluding 
a peace, feparating France from Holland^ and redoring the 
prince of Orange to all the honours held by his anceftors. 
This plot was difeovered by a blunder committed by Buat^ 
who, inftead of another letter, delivered lord Arlington^ to 
the penfionery. De Wit was aftonilhed with the contents, 
which were afterwards confirmed by Buat^ who was f’ized, 
imprifoned, and tortured. While he was upon the i\ ck, 
he named above fixty accomplices, fome of them the prin- 
cipal perfonages in Holland ; but it was thought proper to 
' wink at his^information, and attribute it to the criminars 
di^firc of faving his own life, many of the perfons pointed 
out having great influence and popularity. In the ivAf 
Buat fuffered upon a public fcaflfold, and the plot )va3 
/uppreffed. 


Ta 
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^ To fill up the meal'ure of the calamities of the republic at £ng-* 
this period, a detachment from the Englijh fleet eiiujrcd the Ijfli in/ult 
road of VUe^ under Sir Robert Holmes^ piloted by Butch ’^he coafts 
Ikipper, and burned 140 merchantmen, two men vvf war, 

'^nd a village on the coaft (B), the whole damage being 
computed at fix millions. It is the opinion of fome writers 
that this enterprife formed a part of the confpiracy for 
which Buat was executed, but the conjeflure is rejefted by 
the beft hiflorians. The merchants on whom this immenfe 
lofs fell, raifed loud clamours agalnft the government, and 
endeavoured to ftir up the people to revolt. The Orange 
fa£Hon reared her head, and it wa^ natural to expefl that 
the republic, overwhelmed with fiich a torrent of misfor- 
tune, would mow have humbled herfclf, and implored a pa- 
cification ; but the fpirit of de' JVit was invincible, and the 
refources of his genius inexhauftible. He applied himfelf 
diligently to the means of quieting the feditions in the pro- 
vinces, and the faftions in the* government, ’in order to 
profecute the war withivigour. In this defign he gained the 
provinces of Holland mxxA Zealand^ and paid little regard 
to the murmurs of the other provinces, as they contributed 
but little towards the public expence. He approved him- 
felf mafter of the art of governing parties, by a due atten- 
tion to thejr paflions and interefls. By the proper and ju- 
dicious diilribution of a large fun^ of money, he appeafed 
all the mutineers in the fleet, and Ihe difeontents among 
the Teamen ; while d'E/lrades^ the French minifter, was no 
lefs fiiccefsful in his pradliccs upon the ftates. Had the 
court of France intended the deftrudfion of the republic, as 
is intimated by fome writers, it needed only to withdraw 
her countenance upon this occafion. The very exiftence 
of the ftates depended on the pleafure of Lewis \ his fenti- 
ments determined the fortune of the whole nation. It was 
his policy, however, to preferve a rival to the maritime 
power of England: accordingly, the king no fooner re- 
cei/'pj'd advice of the defeat of the Dutch fleet, and the ilif - 
puited condition of the government, than he determined 
to rifque his infant naval force, the firft and deareft child of 
his policy, reared by the hand of the fage Colbert. The . 
duke de Beaufort now had exprefs orders to join the Dutch 

•t 

(B) This village was called which were now reduced to ex- 
Brendans, in the ifland of treme mifery, their effeds hav- 
Schilling, a rich, populous, and ing either been pillaged, or 
flourifhing place, containing a- confiimed in the flames, 
hove a (houfand families, all of 

fleet. 
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fleet, ard to a£l in the fnoft vigorous manner againfl: the x 
comm A enemy. Accordingly, he returJied to Rochelle. 
there tf wait the proper opportunity of efl'e£^ing a junction 
as foo^as the allies of France flioiild be ready to put to fea. 
M. Bdiefonte was difpatched to the Hague^ to concert with 
the penhonery and the count d^EjtratLs^ the moft probable 
meaos of a^complifbing this delicate and important meafure, 
with the utmoft fafety and expoditioii ; yet, after all, de Wit 
harboured fufpicions of the French fincerity, and a warm 
altercation palled between him and M/. de Lionne ^ 

These difputes did net divert the penfioner's atten- 
tion from the principal ‘object. The fleet was refitted by 
his indefatigable diligence in an incredible Ihort time. It 
put again to fea under de Ruyter^ with inftruftibns to cruife 
between the ftreights of Dover' and the mouth of the river 
Thames^ to watch every motion of the Englijh^ until it was 
certainly known in what manner the French king intended 
to difpofe of the duke de Bcauforf^ fquadron. Ruyter fet 
fail on the lOth of SepUmher,^ and b^ad no fooner arrived at 
his Itation, than ^nxxQQ de Rupert* s i^eet was defci ied at a 
diftance, bearing down full fail before a favourable gale. 
The Dutch writers alledge, that de Ruyter had thrown out 
the fignal to engage, and his fliips were clearing for that 
purpofe, when the interpofition of night, and abating of the 
wind, obliged prince Rripert to retire. Others go fo far as to 
affirm, that his difpoiition difconcerted the prince, forced 
him to retire, and gave Ruyter an opportunity of clearing 
for leveral hours 5 the very contrary of which is reported by 
Englijh hiftorians. It is certain that a ftorm came on, which 
damaged both fleets confiderably, and reduced the Dutch 
admiral to take flielter in Si, John's road, near Boulogne. 
Here he was feized with a fever, and the whole fleet grew 
fickly; upon which the ftates fent orders for him to return to 
Holland, As to the duke of Beaufort^ he failed up the 
Channel as far as Dieppe j upon a fuppofition that the Dutch 
WTri ilill in the neighbourhood of ; and findingzbis 

miflake, directed his courfe to the coaft of Britanny, whe)e 
three fliips in the rear of the fquadron fell in with the 
EngUJhy maintained an obflinate engagement, and were de- 
feated with thv; lofs of one man of war. 

Xt was upon the return of the fleet that the ftates re- 
folved to fend three deputies on board, with full powers td 
regulate the naval operations, with the affiftaiice of a coun- 
cil of the principal officers. The provinces of Zealand and 
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•J^rifilan^y which were each to fend a deputy, difapprov'cd of 
the meafurc. This determined M. de IVtt^ nomin; .ed by 
'Holland^ to charge himfclf with the whole care and < ondudt 
of the armament. On his arrival he found Ruytei m fo 
M'ad a ftalc of health, that he was feiit to Amjladaru where 
he remained until the month of September, Howev r, the 
fleet proceeded to fea, under 2 iAm\vaWan Nes^ k 
de With ordeis, arrived on thccoaft of England^ w^itWii>tc 
iion to fight the enemy, and was a fccond time driven back; 
by a furious tempeft, which occafioned the French king teS 
complain that his fquadron was expofed to tlio mercy of 
the EngliJJj, In fadt, however, the EngHJh were inc.ipable 
of embracing the opportunities that offered. A terrible fire 
had deftroyed jreat part of the capital ; public credit was 
affedled; univeifal despondency feized the minds of the 
|ieople, and all was fear, fufpicion, diftruft, and diifenfionj 
the mini (try and the nation being divided ariiong themfelves. 

The conflagration, wfjic'i had deflkoyed above fi^ hundred 
ftreets, was fuppofcd^tojbc the effedt of malicious defign, 
and erroneoufly atlribut^^i to the Roman catholics and the 
republicans^ as the ftrc^'ln of fadfion happened to be cliredtcd.* 
fence arofc the jcalchfies and dilfen.fioi S we have men- 
..jiied, which were augmented by the difturbartces in Scot^- 
land^ arifingSrdm the perfecution of the preftyterians in that 
kingdom, and the decline of parliamentary complaifancc for 
the king and ininiftry. This iitu''*-»oif^ of the Bvitijh na- 
tion was the great fecurity of the icpublic. Charles^ now 
tired of a war grown irkfome to the nation, from which ho 
had not reaped the propolcd private advantages, made over- 
tures of peace, and the king of Sweden offered his media- 
tion. Yet ftill he kept in view the antient pretenfions of Propojlds 
his crown, and the indemnification required at the com- 
mencement of the rupture, far the darhages dc5ne his trading h 
fubjedlsj' iri India^ and elfewhere. He demanded that ^ 

ffates (hould fend their depulies to London^ to adjiift the pre- ”6 ’ 

limina.l1cs of a peace. Other marks of fubmillicri w'cre bw 
fide^n-equired, which produced various opinions in the pro- ’ \ 
vinces. Some alTcr ted that the advantages g,iined by 
land iVere riot fo confiderable as to give theni a right to dic- 
tate; while others thought thofe inftances of an Wlljihcd fu- 
perigrity and pride, of too little confcquence to obllrucf-^ 
a lieceflary accommodation. The ftates however declared, 
that they had no obje£tion to the propofal of holding the 
congrefs at London^ but the corifideration for their alIiL*s the 
kings of France and Denmark^ who refufed to treat in any 
j^art of England. Several towns of Holland and Zealand 
M«jd. Hist. Vd. XXXI. H h wi?»^e 
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were ^rneft for a congrefs, without regard to punftilios 
• but MJVit found means to fecure the fta\es, and exerted 
his influence with the court of France to keep her 

firm i% jhe aiiiance, and difficult with rcfpedl to the terms,, 
of neg?ftiaLion. Lfivis, however, had now fuHiciently efta- ^ 
bV;^iccl‘-Sis credit in Holhmd^ and difappointed the extenfive 
{c^ ll ( 5 f K u"L'n:d» GroVi’ing jealous of lord Sandwiches 

i.jgoti?Ition at M'ldrid^ and that an union between Spain 
and Gret^ Lvdoin njight take place, he rcfolved to eftablifh 
perce j and i\>r this purpofe not toly recommended, but 
eifioined tue fiates, not to be too delicate about formalities. 
Nor was thi a 1 *, he peiinitted Rnvmiy to correfpond with 
the call o: iS/. /llbam^ to bring the court London to the 
moll piiciiVj o fpofitions ; with which vieW‘ a letter was 
dirc^lcd to thin nobleman, in fuch terms as fliould excite 
the jcalcu'y of the Idollandcrs. However, that the ftateS 
n.ight hav;e no reafon tp tax the-r^ng of with du- 
plicity, iK:«kttcr was firil commu dilated to the penfioner, 

. and he fiAinJ it fo gt^neia! and ambiguous, that it was im- 
poflible to make obje<J:iions. On rcsjysipt of Ruvigny^s letter, 
the carl ol St, Aibans lignificd to the^ court Fra?ue^ that 
his Britannic majefiy v as not averfe to treating in a neutral 
place, provided France would preferve a neutrality. The 
En'/JlJb m.nillry took advantage of this clandeftine cqrre- 
fpoiidcnce to inlinuatc notions that his moll chrifiian ma- 
A. D. jefty was treating witiioul the participation of his allies. 
1667. This alarmed the piovinccs in general, and efpccially the 
towns and cities of Hclhind^ who cried out, that the re- 
public was betrayed. To refute the report, and flop the 
torrent of abufe thrown out in Halland againll the inlidi- 
oiis conduill of his mir.iftry, the king ordered the count 
deEJirades to give the Hates the moft folcmn affurances of 
his refoliition to adhere firiSly to the terms of his alliance, 
t.W he was defirous of effedting a peace, in v/f?ich he 
j^lhould chitfly have an eye to the good of the republic*^ 

In the me in time the kui.!; of Engkmdy as if perferSl?'^ fa- 
tisii.d wiih tiic apedr^gy iiiado by the Hates for declining to 
open the congrefs in London^ immediately veered round, and’ 

. offered to trgat of prcligiinaries at the Hague^ where the am- 
bafladors of the allies then refidcd. This motion gave the 
alarm to M. dc Wit and the French party, who concluded 
that it mull imply fome deep and dangerous fcheme, to 
divide the republic, and dillhlve the confederacy. The pro- 

» Basnage, p. 779. Smollet, lib. ix. cap. i. Carte’s 
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al immedicTtcly begot diflention, nolefs than four pro. inces 
ling the occafioif of cxprcfling their anirnofity to ihi< pen- 
br. To oppofe fo growing and imminent an evil, t/iiJLt- 
addrefs of /be French and Dutch miniftry were ncf^' ilary, 
fWas not thc^ight advifcable to fiicw any furpicion c|f the 
ihg of Englan'V^ tlcfign ; a letter was tlicicfore fent io h'ja 
l^tn the ftates, recommending the choice cf A£leyi)^'htg 
WorJIeduc^ or Breda^ for hoi Jin ; the congrefs, as inc'^e con^* 
‘Vtenient and fccure than the Hague^ which being :fn open 
^wn, afforded no protection to the minidcis of thc.dirierent 
powers j that confequcntly> while thofc powers wtre at va- 
lance, they were expofed to a variety of fatal arreidents, too 
aany melancho^v inlfanccs of which had already happened^ 
.n violation of ji iff ice, nnd de fiance of goveri Orient. They 
'Concluded with ihankinj|; his majcfly for the hifnour intended 
em, which they were V>bliged to decline, for the confideia- 
>ns mentioned. To tl SMettcr from the ftates to the king of 
nghmd^ fncceed.. J one "Vofn the French king to the ffates j in 
hirh he cnlarp/*; rpon tlv* danger, to a popular gjvcrnment, 

' admitting the miniiuA of an hoflile prince, who would 
t fail to raife fufpicioti''’*,! fomeVa divifions, and promote cabals, 
ong a people equally open to the iniprefiions of falfc and 
• fi'ggeftion;s. Afterwards he proceeds to recommend Do- 
, m a place not impropf’r foi carrying on the negotiation; 
’ough it appears, from [. ir. Lionrtes leitCB to d'Ejlradei^ that 
e court ’Vas fcnfiblc that the propofal v^ould not be rclifhed 
in England, 

It was plain, from the ftrange conduct of LewiSy that he 
miift have farther dcfigns than mere fricndfhip to the ftates; 
and indeed the Orange faClion began thus early to declare their 
fufpicions, that he would approve himfclf more dangerous as 
an ally than he could as an open enemy. The penfioner was, 
perhaps, not blind to the motives of the French king ; but he 
was nowiQeeply engaged with that prince, and his countenance '»> 
afforded ^‘the bell iupport againft the houfe of Orangr, benr 
upon j*s ruin. It was vifible indeed to all Europe^ that the 
c^Plfof France w.is paving the way for the execution of their 
Ichemes upon Funders, The emperor, who had a reverfiona- 
ry claim to this fine country, began likewife to tl^nk it his 
intereft to interpofe in the quarrel o^the two maritime powers. 
In p^rfuance of this opinion, the baron d^Ifola was difpatched 
to the court of London^ under pretence of offering his imperial 
majefty’s mediation ; though it is probable the real bufinefs 
was to diffuade Charles from an accommodation, as Lewis 
would thereby have lefs Icifure to purfue his ambitious projects. 
Some attribute to thir confummatc politician the propofal 
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made by Charles of opening the congreft at the Hague , ciu 
indwei , he could not have formed a more? efFedlual mcafure 
forfk'/ ;ping up the refentments of both nations, and fruftrating 
the^Acific intentions of the more moderate a.-'d prudent mem- 
bers either ftate. 'fhe fupcrficial politiciai'^ regarded it 4$ 
h /heft compliment ever paid to the ftate-, to have the 
of bringing the ambafladors of the three greateft 
in Europe to treat of peace in the dominions of the 
republic^ while the more difeerning viewed the overture in a 
very different light. Even the firft'mention of the propofaV 
fet the piV'v’nces at variance; Holland and Fricjland pofitivelyl 
refufing to iS 'iiilh thenr contingents, if it were rejedfed •*. At^ 
length Breda v! as fixed upon, all parties agreeing that the con**- 
fercnces flioul^ be opened in this city ; and tli’ither the feveral 
parties fent tir ir plenipotentiaries. j 
C no-efs point debated at the con^Vefs was the reftitutio 

<*/lfreda two f Ihips, which h-:*:^)artly given birth to tV 

war; and"^ ^f the illand of Poleron^x?^ the Eajl Indies^ whic , 
had been firft violently wrefted isovrfiEnglandy then reftored b. 
a fubfequent treaty, and now retaken fince the commence 
ment of the prefent rupture. Upon this Claries infilled as a 
clFential preliminary ; but the Dutch d\.pMties appearing d^ 
termined in their refufal, he relaxed in the laft article, ar 


thought there would now occur fo little difficulty, that 1,* 
looked upon the peace as in a manner concluded. Full t 
thefe fentinients, and eager to appropriate to his own ufc tb 
fums granted by parliament for the profecuiion of the war, hv- 
ordered all his large fliips to be laid up and unrigged, keeping 
only a fmall fquadron of cruizers for the proteftion of the 
coafts. Of this precipitation De Wit refolved to make his 
advantage, retrieve his own reputation with the republic, and 
oblige Charles to make peace upon fuch conditions as (hould 
be thought requifite for the honour and fecurity of the repub- 
lic. While he cruifed the preceding year upon EngUJh 
; ' coaft, he had taken care to have the mouth of the TlMmes ex- 

adlly founded, with a view probably of pufliing his vC> v into 
' that wealthy river, whenever an opportunity fliould . ffer. 
5'/6fDEtchNow he determined to execute his proje6l, and to attend thv. 
enter he expedition /n perfon. France difapproved his quitting, the 
ri*ver helm of ftate to dire(Sl warlike operations ; and the arguments 
Medway, urged by d^Ejlrades prevailed on the penlioncr to fubftitute his 
brother, Cornelius De IVity in his room, to aflift De Ruyter to 
regulate and determine his motions. The fleet fet fail from 
the Texel in the beginning of June^ and was hardly out of 
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fight of nhe coaft when it was driven back by a furio fs fcm- 
pefi, in which rour tranfports filled with foldiers pjrimed. 
When the ftorm ai^ted, again fet fail with avStof 

fifty large ft); f, bemlcs frigates and tranfports, fterjng di- 
rectly for the/iver Thames^ at the mouth of which h^ffarrived 
on the tentli of June, He began his operations 
ducing Sheernefs fort, which he efl:e£ted with little ^itiAi'iV. 
Next he broke down a flrong boom, laid acrofs thejflouth of 
the river Medway^ and deftroyed three guard-{hip» moored 
within fide for its protiftion. M. De Ghent^ acwancing in 
boats as far as Rochefer^ burnt and can-led off aj^^'eat number 
of fmall veflels, which rode in the river wityut apprehen- 
fion of danger! Ruyter cleared a pafTagcl through fome 
veflels which had bc^n funk, by order of tlfe duke of Alhe-^ 
parley in the channel then failed up as fail as Upnor-cajlle^ 
which he took and den oliftied. His laft exploit was the burn- 
ing three fliips of theriin, in executing which he met with 
an obftinate rcfiftance-; r.nd then he fell down fhe Medway^ 
with intention of attemjrting the river Thaiaes 

Thk failors, who hid -ejraped the conflagration at Chat- 
ham^ fpreadxhe 2 ^ 2 itr\ fthxou^ London^ and filled that capi- 
tal, not yet recovered Trom the dreadful devaftation made by 
fire the preceding year, with confternation. Troops imme- 
diately filed off towards Gravefendy fliips were funk at IVooh 
ivich and mackwall ; platforms were raiftd in different places, 
and mounted with artillery ; the train-bands were drawn out, 
ana the city put into the beft poll .re of defence that circum- 
ftancci, would admit. Yet it muft be confeffed, that, after all 
the preparations made, nothing could have prevented De Ruy^ 
ier from pillaging and deftroying the moft tlouriftiing city in 
Europe^ befides the want of a fufficient number of boats, and 
of land-forces. Without thefe he found it impolfible to fuc- 
ceed, and therefore fet fail for Portfmouthy which he attempted 
in vainfto reduce. Then he dire<51ed his courfe to Torbdy^\ 
wherc/ie made prize of a great number of veflels, with whiab ’ 
he jj^'Toceeded to bombard Plymouth, This enterprize failing,' 
^s^lailed up the Channel, infiilted Harwich^ gave chace to a 
fquadron commanded by Sir Edward Spragge^ once more en- 
tered xhtThamesy and overwhelmed the whole ^kingdom in 
terror and confufion : after which glorious exploits he returned! 
to Holland, where he was prefented by the ftates with a rich 
gold cup, upon v^hich was engraved the adtions at Sheernefsy 
Chatham^ and Vpnor-cajile. He made a kind of triumphal 
entry at Dorty amidft the acclamations of the people, the roar 

*> Id. ibid. 
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ion, and the blaze of bonfires, attended by all tne ma^ 
Is, and fupporlcd by the two oldeft b^rgomafiers. De 
:t with the fame honours, and had bcfidcs the particu- 
of the (tales ^cnerd. Nor t/as Ghent ^ the * 

jit-avlmirdl, forgot, (‘e had the than® of the dates, 
ip of gold, wdth his own exploits engril'cd round his 


Hl^kin of F i^-Jurul and pyance equally exclaimed againft 
thisexr^it! i, vhiic tiu: iLnoJijh nation was fiiedwith indig- 
nation at .'C!; itfclf expofed to tl^ infuJt of an enemy to 

v/hom it always gi^cn law. complained, that the 

Dutch^ taki? advantage of his fccurity, ravaged his ccafts 
with the \ It baibaiif V. w'hile he was treating of peace with 
them in a fric'liiv manne ^llc they Tiad violated the 

faith of treat:: thon. h, in faCt, no annifiice had been agreed 
upon. On tl othci hand, Lewis ^fapproved of an enter- 
prise whiili tended to retard tlie pr, ;ation ; and at the fame 
time rcpio.«:hcd, by implication, h afs towards the intereft 
of Ev^ lnnrK and little rcgaid to t' alliance contrafted with 
Pt'aa * the rc;> o’n:. it was ohvions, bow^r, that this expedition, 
'luii.if at inOetd of ict.trdiiig, fi.j ved adu^!!) 'M^ccclcrate the pacifica- 
Breda. tion. i'hc power of I’quaaTon, the bad terms 

i»pon which the king EngLnd^ood with his^ubjefls, and 
t'. c dcfcnceh fs (late in which he left the nation by layit^ up 
all the large men oi war, obliged hi.n to fet afide all airs of 
fiipcricrity, and treat with the Dutch deputies upon a footing 
of equality. ]Jy this means every difficulty vanifhed, and the 
peace was figncd upon the following conditions : that yJeu- 
dla flrjvild be yielded to the French king, who had agreed to 
rcftorc: to the Eiipiijh the illand of St. ChriJiopheFs.^ and lome 
other inooniiucrablc conquefts he had mtidc in the IVcfl Indies : 
that Engiiwd and Holland fliould reciprocally retain their ac- 
quifitions, by winch means the colony of Nevj York in North 
imcrica lomaincd w ith the former, and the ifiand o^^olerojt.^ 
^,ne of the Moluccas with the latter. The rights oiwe flag 
were the moft difficult to adjuft ; though merely titulanfc vvas 
though': of more importance than even the real advant^l|43f 
* additional Ccriii cries. France was fo fcnfible of the conf^ 
qucnccs oti^thcle honours, that (he now infilled upon being 
jcqua!l::d with the two great maritime powers, Lewis lefufed 
to fuircr his men of war to lower their top-fails to tht>^ of 
England. Charles pleaded his right to this mark of regard. 
Both were obftinate ; and, to avoid its breaking off the nego- 
tiation. this article was oaiitied in the treaty, whence violent 
contentions fume years afterwards enfued. 
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TA/i’ILE France^ England j fZriii Holland^ were negotiating 
at Breda the tray|uillity of Europe^ Lewis was nicditat jn!^ the 
execution of a jCojefi, which, by aiming at univcrl'al m-,nrc, 
lagain threatengiit© ’involve Chrittendom in the flames "jf^War, 
ancf particuh'Yy the Kppirc, Spam^ and the United Princes. 


though, before the folemnization of his marria 


he had 


formally renounced alL pretcnfions to the SpcwiJhtyicapH^ion. 
His claim was examined by the clergy, and pro^nrjfinced legi- 
timate ; and their decifion was fuppeft ted by th^ 'Iccular arm, 
and M, Turenne at the head of forty thoufand -^nen. Already 
^eth^ Lijlsy ^Lournay^ Courtray^ Charleroi y pnd Oudenarde^ 
confefled his power, by receiving his garrXons ; and Lewis 
• waited only for the e'eath of the lickly Chmcsll, of Spain^ 
to lay claim to the \ ''ole monarfcby. Every ftate in Europe 
took the alarm. The frbfti the nature of* their fitua- 

tion, were immediately' expofeci to his defigns ? they wiflied 
for nothing more than an oppouunity of uniting with England 
in a confederacy, that be able to oppofe a fufficient bar- 

rier to the fearing a^mtion of the French monarch. Now, 
when too late, the artifice of Lewises friendftiip was difeo- 
vered : fiili? however, the ftates imagined they could prevail 
on*him to adhere to the moderate terms he had often pro- 
mifed ; and that by ceding Court^ayf St, Omer, Aire^ and 
Franche Comte to France^ the reft of the Netherlands might be 
put under the proteflion of the Eu pire, England^ and the 


Republic. It was the Dutch that fuggefted the idea of the 
triple alliance, which took place foon after. The king of 
England^ finding his credit on the wain with his fubjefls, wil- 
lingly embraced any meafure that was likely to retrieve his 
popularity ; and no feheme promifed fo fair as his becoming 
the hold of a league, formed in fupport of the liberties of Eu- 
rope, f The court of Spain too was indefatigable in her ende* - 
vor/'j to raife a powerful confederacy againft Lewis : tho#:g>! 
entertained the higheft opinion of her own ftrength, ana i ‘ 
courage and ability of her forces; yet it was impoffible to f 
avoid feeing the fuperiority of the French^ as far as could be ) 
judged from the moft rapid fuccefles. The Sfanijh ambafla- ^Treaty at 
dctfs reprefented to Holland the proximity of the danger, Aix-Ja- 
^hile they flattered England with the glory of holding the ChapelJc. 
ballance of power. True policy, indeed, required .that a bar- 
rier Ihould be formed to flop the progrefs of Turenne ; and 


with this view it was that the triple alliance was formed, by 
the addrefs of Sir William Temple^ who fubdued all the feru- 
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pies yf M. De TVit^ the penfiontr, with a facility th£t 
vvexhnir ample teitimony to the abilities of'^’*hat elegant and 
reiiilwlltaiefnian. At firft, England and }d JJand were only^ 
the cl^avSting powers \ but Swed y f'jon Seeded to i.hc* 
treaty Ta pi incipal. Then the confede'rat.;s afllncd to t\t.m- 
ofhee (jf arbiters in the diflircnces bclwten France 
5in3|p^^/ will'. I expect to the Low Countries They even ^ 
p((^cn(\d to take cognr/ance of the difputc bctvi^een Spain 
and Potlmai 'J‘he obje«S> was to rclirain the power of Lewh^ 
fupport tn tiering moinrth^, and prevent the dire- 
ful conlerj -cs of a Wiy, in which all Europe would probably 

be involved 

Till* next was to repair the fprtificationp of the fron- 
tier tt)wni., aiiAto let the army upon a refpectable footing. 
Kor lomc years |ill military employments were held by the ^ 
cliildren of burgomalleis, bVcaul'e they were generally in the 
interelf of jhe pcnlioncr ;'^yiile th^ old experienced officers 
were laid aii^e, on account attachment to the prince 

of Orange^ under whofe anceftors they had acquired all their 
knowledge. 'I'he bilhop of MunEeFs late invalion convinced 
the people, that troops ill comm A V pcrfcdlly ufelefs : 

they therefore began to clamour abc^t fhc diftribution of 
commiffions, and to iiifift that all the old officer ihould be 
reftored to their employments, and promoted, as if they kad 
remained coiiftantly ii^^ the fcrvice. It was with reludlancc 
the penfioner had yielded to the neceffity of the late treaty 
concluded Frame : the blow now meditated (truck 

ileepcr at his power, and tended obvioufly to change the fcale 
in favour of the cppofitc faction. It was impoffible, however, 
to ftem the tide of popularity: he therefore determined to 
divide its force, and, by making it flow in different channels, 
weaken its influence. With this view he united all the re- 
publicans in the opinion, that the chief command of the army 
j^uld be conferred on a foreigner, notwithftanding th\ pre- 
jiemncc w^as offering the greateft injury to prince ALaiSme of 
sajdau^ to whofe valour, conduct, and fidelity, there c^ld 
* no reafonable objection. After violent contentions, 

I command was divided among a number of officers, by which 
I both parties ^erc in fome meafuie gratified. 

As the triple alliance was formed merely to oblige Lewis 
to execute the propofals he had made to the court of Spdiu^ 
of relinquifhing the rights of his queen, provided the Spa- 
niards would either confent to his keeping the conquefts he 
had already made in the Low Countries^ or in lieu of Jhofe cede 

» Basnage, p. 7S9. . 
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hita the Fraiuhe Comte, ^)vith the towns already fo^ificd ; 
the queen -reg^t of Spain kept aloof, in expe^latioh of en-* 
i England in a V"3r with 

* undci^pretd^ that he refufed llanding by-f^ alter- 

they guarantied. But finding her<*}lf difap- 

pointed in this hope, Ihe confented to his retaininj,^^r*^n- 
quefts, on \ie fuppofition, that, fhould he eve? to 

/extend them, he would neceflarily engage the cncA^yoflhe 
two maritime powers. This ceilion paved the w'jj to a con- Dejigns of 
grefs, which was irnfficd lately appointed at /tipla-Chapelle, the differ^ 
We have already fpecified the particulars of thj. "^^treaty ^ \x.tnt powers, 
will therefore be fufficient to obferve, that Dutch ordered 
a pompous jpedal to be ftruck, in which fticy arrogated to 
themfelves the whole honour of having giv/fn ** peace to Eu- 
rope {A), Nothing could be more abfurdfthan fuch an in- 
ftance of unneceflary vanity, at 1 period too when De JVit 
was propofing a new arUance x: :^iy EJlrades between Prance 
and the republic, jointly tij^oppofe the pretenfidlis of his BrU 
tannic majefty to the fovercignty of the ocean, and to oblige 
his ihips to pay the due J^yours to the French flag. To faci- 
litate this meafure, • jr^^muft have inevitably kindled a new 
war With Englanu\ \k reminded the French minifter of the 
condudl tl^c Englijb admiral. Sir Thomas Allen^ towards De 


* Vol. XXV. Mod. Hift. ^ L-v Clerc, p, 94. Hift. 

Mcdul. oir. William Temple's Lett. p. 79. toin. ii. 


(A) This medal is prelerved 
by M. Le Clerc, Here Holland 
is reprefented by a young beau- 
tiful female figure, furrounded 
by trophies, holding in her hand 
pike or javelin, the one end 
of whmh is adorned with a hat, 
as arf emblem of Liberty, and 
the ';Iher with the republican 
am s of the United Provinces. 
Slnv the reverfe is the following 
infcription. * After having con- 
firmed the laws, reformed the 
abufes in religion, aflifled, 
defended, and conciliated 
•kings, fecured the liberty of 
the ocean, eflahliflied by va- 
lour and dint of arms a glo- 
rious peace, rellored tranquil- 
lity to the llates-gene- 

f ral of the United? Provinces 


* have ordered this medal to 
‘ be flruck, in the year 1668-' 
This pompous infcription gave 
equal offence to the kings of 
France and England'^ but what 
chiefly incenfed Lewis^ was the 
iniblence of fojhua Van Beunin-- 
gen, the Dutch plenipotentiai/, 
at the congrefs. This 
had the weak vanity to have a-| 
medal ftruck, in which he com- J 
pared himfelf to fojhua flop- \ 
ping the courfe of the fun,' 
which was the device of the 
monarch. This fa£l we 
have upon the authority of the 
beft French and EngliJJj writers, 
though Le Clerc omits the medal 
in his curious liiftorical col- 
le^ion. 
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la at St, Helen' s\ an indignity, he faid, wh^hjif 

•winked at^ would encourage that proud na^n to commit 
furiiie»infults. D'EJlradei fupported this opijon, and repre- 
fentedt^ is court, that nothi?jg but the 1 

could p^Kent the penhoncia being forc^ into interc^ '% 
£M|||gAhowcvcr contra: y to his relblutions, an |difagrc*abk* 
to ciits and iiiciinations. How far yi^DeWit was 

feiiroijs i^Uhis propolal, can only be conjcciurco : p'^rhaps hq^ 
had alrca^reafon to fufpedt that Chajlcsw^s falling into his 
old biafs cl cultivating the clofeft union with France. This 
might thcrcli^ be eithej’ an expedient to found the difpofi- 
tions of JL^iwiKpr fruftraie the overtures made bv the Icing of 
England. Be tlms as it may, it is certain that I ewis allowed 
little weight to ^ reejuefi of the penfioner, though fupported 
by all the argui^ents his owi? ambafl'ador D'Ejlrades could 
urge. On the contrary, hc’fcnt M. CGlbert deCrotJfy^ brother ' 
to the cclt!)[atrd niinilier of that name, his ambaflador to the 
court oi' London -i and I^Ejhades from Hague : 

yet the harmony between England and Holland ftill fubfided. 
Sir IPttluim Temple was difpatchcd to the ftates, vefted with a 
higher charader than he had fonnV^-tornc. not only to give 
the Itrongcft afl’urancts of the contin^^f!^ of the king of 
good intentions towards the republic, but to nego- 
tiate a treaty of cwinmcicc, and concert a treaty of guarantee, 
on the plan of the lat^ tiiple alliance ^ 

^ jy FRANCE was quick fighted in difeerning her own inte- 
1669. purfuing it. The acejuifitions which Lewis 

had made in Flanders^ ferved only to inflame his ambition to 
polTeis the remainder of that valuable counciy, and particu- 
larly the Franche Comic ^ the very name of which diftri£f (eemed 
to give him a kind of claim. His views were to diflblve the 
triple alliance, as a nccefl’ary prelude to his other defigns ; and 
Spain, by refuflng to pay the Swedijh fublidy, furnifhed the 
eans of accom pi idling this imporl.Jiu affair. Such pltogrefs 
Ridged had Colbert made at the court of London, that 
fndorf, the Swedijh ambaffador at the Hague, acquaint;^ the 
penfioner, as early as the month oVJa.u{at)\ i6bg, that 
I land was already changed, with relpect to all thole councils'^ 
' Ihe had form^ in conjun^ion with Sweden and Holland, no.t- 
withftanding the fecietwas yet in few hands; and lord y/r- 
lington confclVed, about the fame time, that a rumour was pre- 
valent about court, that the Swedes were gained over to tffc 
French intereft. This intimation was followed by a variety of 
circumftanccs, which more plainly indicated the defigns of his 


Le Clerc, ibid. 
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majefly. Befides the rcfufal of a propofal rfiade by yv. D. 
of ;||dcfcnfive and offenfivc alliance, Sir fVilUanr 1670. 
Temple was f recalled ; and, as if the king hai fought 

rupture, orders were^given to 
;t‘:a\captiin^^f the jNtch, fent for Temple^ to C-p through 
‘che^z^/t/; icet, then in the Channel, infift on th» ^ adt^'-Jral’s -? 
low^i^ hi^top- fails, and continue firing upon ti:7^|F,'^Vril all 
.due hoSuurs Ihould be paid to the Britijh flag. eViont, Alliance of 
^that Leiou had now fully digelled his projedt tcrinvade the England 
Netherlanch ; that he '^lad gained the king of Ert' hnd^ whofe 
neceflities made him the pcnfioncr of France i' ''lid that thefe France, 
inftrudlioncto the captain of the yatch w'^/e intended as a 
plaufiblc exlufe to the nation for entering iv)on a war, equal- 
ly iinjufl:, unnecefl'ary, and ipiprudeiit. pradlifed the 

moft infinuating arts to feducc Charles froui his real intereft, 
to engage him as a tool in aggrandizing the French monarchy, 
and blind him to the confequen<j;es of his ambigous projedfs/ 

Befidcs the private fubfidiLS remitted to fuppcTt the king of 
England in his extravagant pleafurcs, the dutchefs of Orleans 
was fent to England^ a vifit to her brother, wliere flic 

fpent a fortnight in 'i*v ’ ^inual round of diverfions. She was 
accompanied by'Inz/lcmoifllle ^^cerouailhy a young lady of 
cxtraordii^f^ beauty, bewitching adJrcfs, elegant accomplifli- 
i,^cnts, and a fund of wit and viva^'ty fufficient to engage a 
heart more infenfible than that of Likarles, This lady was 
carried with him to London^ created dutchefs of Portfmouthy 
and retained in the higheft favour during the whole courfe of 
his life, fuffering her to govern his condudl with a fway that 
rather proved him the tender lover than the prudent monarch. 

It was by means of this artful vifit, and the addrefs of ma- 
dcmoifellc ^eromilUy that Lewis firft gained the intire 
afeendent over his Britannic majefty, and made him the in- 
ftrument of thofc bonds he was forging for the liberties of 
EutCpe 

'".. HUS flood aflFairs when fir George Doivningy lefs belovi-d 
by the penfioner, Icfs in the friendfhip of the ftates, and*' ''lr' • 

A^ntereft of the republic, was fent to Holland to fucceed Si’- 
* tPWiam Temple y and probably to complete the rupture begun 
•by the captain of the yatch, who was committed to the 
Tower for not having fufficiently afTertcd the dignity of the 
^ritijh crown, and refling fatisfied with a falute from* the 
guns of the Dutch .iJiiilral. The prince of Orange^ vifit to 
England made no alteration in the councils of that nation ; 
for after that event Mr. Coventry was fent to Stockholm, to ex- 

* 1-5 Clerc’s Hifl. Med. p, 93. 
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^crtliis utmoft abilities in drawing off the king from thfi'tliple 
allianc^ ib inconfirtent with his Britannic ii^eflyV engage- 
ments to Thefe changes in ambaJladors 

were dened ominous by the more dilt^iing.^kf><? ^ 
the^eaAft iriendfliip for Sir IVilliam 'Temple ; hnfihe rega; d -d* 
his a mean tool of the court, a lurbul^t fiieb and, 

and^rriiliplacablc enemy of the republic, and^^as^^^articu- ' 
larfyjealA^ of his high reputation with the Ifates. ,:Jowmng^. 
indeed, on^ is firft arrival folcmnly proreltcd, thr c the king 
his mafler ■ letermined ftrictly to acnuTc to every article oi 
the triple affiSBcc. He* gave the ftrongeft afl irances, th*<^ 
had no\thcr defign in the powciful ar taniLMUs he 
was equipping, man to render himlclf rerpecHablj among hi‘' 
neighbours, and a;ardagainft the defigns of the moftChulliai,* 
king, whom hcTiad good reafons to dilfruff ; anil, indeed, , 
this was all that Charles had ackno'virJged to the parliament 
when he defnanded fupplics% ami intiinau'd hib intention of 
taking fifty (hips of the line into cornmiilion, befides the 
cruizers and the fpiadnjn already in the A'hditerraneaiu 
Nor was Douming fatisficd with th^^ infidioiis dccl'irations ; 
he complained ot t)ic backwardnm dates, in fulfil- 

ing an article of the late ticaty, which loipecb d the colony 
in Surinam^ and I’pecificd (bme caul’cs o* diilerciKX between 
the EngUJh merchants and the DiiUh Eajl-lndia company. 
The penfioncr had to6 much penetration to be deceived by 
appearances ; he had the beft intelligence of the tranfadUons 
in the Briti/h cabinet, and was w'ell infornu d of every circum- 
ftance of the negotiation between the couris of Irante and 
England : he, therefore, confidcrcJ every change of mca- 
fures as a ftep towards an approaching rupture. But he moft 
dreaded the ambitious projects ot France, as they threat- 
ened the United Provinces noi only with all the horrors of 
an invafion, but thof^ of d^vmcdic faction and confnfion. 
The fmalleft alarms on the fide of FLmders would ftir iij the 
^^jj^julace to demand the reftitution of their former hoAours 
Ito the Orange family ; than which nothing appeared moK 
A. D. 'dreadful to the penfioner, in regard to its confcqueiices 
1671. .public liberty, and the freedom of the republic. On the 
other hand, (Mould Lewis purfue his defigns, how could the 
provinces provide for their own fecurity without a military 
force ? and how could that force be railed, regulated, paid^ 
and difciplined, while the republic was divided, and the more 
popular party excluded from all public employments ? Under 
thefe cmbarrafTments he fought the friencKhip of &pain^ tho* 
his advances were but coldly received, until the joint views of 
L^wis and Charles became lb very apparerfw, that the Spa^n/h 

mini 11 ly 
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were at length reduced to the neceffity of o**-dering Treaty ht^ 
fit Lira ^ the king’s ainbaflador at tiiigue^t-Meen g 
to enter‘Snto . defenfive treaty with the republic. TJhis af- Spain and 
fi ‘f- 'vas conac'v'jt-' hy de Lira and count Mont cr os with fo the repuh 
'-;it fecrcc/, that ;t remained for foine time un.^nown to lie.- 
Vhe pov^^ers in Europe befides the contracting parties 
L *'a znd Monteroy were the declared* 'jne/u'^s of 
Fra>ice\ the former detefted the perfidy of her politics, the 
ambition ‘\fchemes of her miniftry, and the inlidifjus methods 
fhc praCl:ii\d to defiroji the liberties of Chrifiendc n, and efta- 
Idiih univcri^l empire: the latter was the for Uow Lewis 
d.'Jtiro^ aa:>conreqiicntly no friend to meafu. es ereCled upon 
the toundaion laid by cardinal Mazarin the implacable 
rival of his I'amily. 

WniiN the treaty between Spain and tf 3 republic was di- 
vulged, ambauadors were feiit from France and England^ to 
life the utmoR cllorts to render it void. France fpokc in a* 
high Rrain of authority, while Ae Ihiiijh aniballador endea- 
voured to fjp the foundation of the alliance; but neither the 
artifice of the one, nor yhe infolence of the other, could pre- 
vail. I’he court of ordered Lira and Ahnteroy to pro- 
ceed in the treat; v, .th the republic, and ufe every method 
to draw the knot of non harder, and fo blend the intcreftsof 
tl^c two luuoiis n render them infcparablc. T^hc firm- 
nefs o'* Spain proved extremely cnco. j^ing to tlie Hates ; but parties in 
it was no equivalent to the powerful league formed againft 
them between the crowns of France and England^ the clcdlor atincesm 
of Cologn^ and tlie i.iirbvdcnt, ambitious, ciitcrprifing, and 
warlike Van Galcn^ bifhop of Mutijler^ who embraced every 
opportunity of difplaying his implacable animofity to the re- 
public. Befides, the Orange fadion openly efpoufed the claims 
of England^ infifting that the required fatisfaflion fliould be 
given to his majelty, in hopes not only of warding ofF the 
impending ftorm from that quarter, but of cementing the 
two 'nations in a ftricl union of interefts. Had Charles ftudied 
his own dignity, the good of his kingdoms, and the interelts • 

: f Europe in general, the faireft opportunity now offered of 
t hipping in the bud all the afpiring projects of Lezvis^ which 
afterwards filled Chriflendom with blood and carnage. On 
the other hand the ftates, under the influence of De Wit^ 
f»ught to pacify the indignation of the moftChiiftian Eng* 

Vho highly refented the infolence of the republic, that broke 
out in various initances, fubfequent to the peace at Aix~la-- 
ChapelU. They made the moft abJeCt fubmiflions; they 

^ Sir William Temple’s Letters, ibid. 
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difa vowed the medals which had given fo much cfFfiK » 
5hti they promifed immediately to redrefs al^his n^i^ffy’s 
.complaints, to remcve from their councils-^Q^^IIf Jrlon who 
had incurf^ his difplcafure, and to fqui»yincir ccndu 
tirely by lis loyal will. Tyut Lewis had* anothcL objeit^ 
view befides the nicre giatification of revenge; and thi^p- 
pofito^^nduA of the two faftions was meant lyt 
plimcnts to Lewis and Charles^ but as mcafures tg^eftroy 
each other.! Could France be appeafed, the OrarWe family 
iniift remain in obfeurity ; and could •the king "'i England 
be gamed ove^jfchcre would probably be an ent^to the in- 
fluence of the ^nlioner and his party. Ncithwfide ap- 
peared to have anv thoughts of preferving the r^aiblic by a 
coalition, or evcii^ rurpcnfion. of their animehty, perhaps 
from a convidtion lliat it was impradticable ; and while the 
flares hefitatcd about making thefe fubmifliens to* Charles 
which Zczc/j^cfulcd, the allkncc was formed by which their 
territories were *10 be invaded by the troops of France^ Co- 
logn^ and Munficrj their commerce ruined, and their fleets 
deftroyed by the combined fquadrons^f France and England^ 
Nothing retarded the immediate coftTS^tneement of lioftili- 
ties but flic indigence of Charles^ who was always receiving 
fupplics from his parliament, and always nceJy^and dif- 
treiicd. % 

Among the fchenie#' projefled to fill the royal coflFcrs, 
one may be regarded as a barefaced adt of piracy againft 
the D2iLh^ with whom he had hitherto come to no open 
rupture- 'Fhe attempt was equally perfidious and unfiiccefs- 
lul : before any declaration of war, and previous to the de- 
parture of 'oix George Downmg from x\\c Hogitc^ it was pro- 
pofed to inlcrcept the Dutch fleet of merchant fliips from 
ha flee/ iSV/jT/rc?, eftimateJ worth two millions of money. Sir Ro^ 

A. IX heii J Ehfies lent in this ferviee ^^M'th a final! fquadron. 

1672. voyage he fell in with Spragge, returning with his l^ua- 

djuPifVom the Mcdiienancan ; but rcfolving to monopolize 
th(^ whole honour and profit of this adtion to himfclf, h^ 
concealed his purpofe from the other admiral, fuff'ered 

him to purfup his voyage, and thereby failed in the enter- 
prize, becaufe his ftrength was too inconfidcrable. Fan Nefs^- 
whojeonvoyed the merchant fleet with five men of war, no 
fooner deferied the flag, than he put his little fqua-^ 

dron into an admirable pofture of defence. Holmes attacked 
him with great fury, and the engagement was maintained the 
wliolc day with equal valour, ikill, and obftinacy. The 
fighr was renewed in the morning, and maintained with the 
fame fury, until night feparated the combatants. On the 

third 
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Aird\^Liy the aSion was again renewed ; but / «« Nefs had 
AkeA ''’tr-h me^furcs, that he now got ofF with the iofs of® 
jTone w r and four merchantmen, which, hcpwever, 

f;.\Mik anS uLlc'' * 4 > the enemy, difappointed in all theii 
hopes, and left only the dilhonour of having, iinfuc- 
ccisf’^ly, violated the moft folemn laws of nature and na- • 
■ tions.^ Dutch exclaimed againft the bafenefs* of rn ac- 
tion whie'> would have difgraced one of the piratical ftates 
of Jfrica j\and the court endeavoured to reconcile it to 'the 
public as a Wual lenccwnter, occafioned by the coftinate re- 
fufal of iht^Hollanders to pay the dye honours the Britifly 
flag. however, though he was the inftrument of 

a perfidious |\ttempt, had too much honour to certify the 
. court relation of the engagement : he even acknowledged 
that the Dutch admiral had adlually lowerefT his topfails and 
* paid him the ufual compliment. 

By this aflion the ftates were gonvinced they l^ad notliing 
to expct^l from Charles^ and that their diligence muft be re- 
doubled, in preparing for a rupture between the two nations. 
The feizure or confifeatw of four of their /i *7//- (hips 
corroborated thefe fent^'^ents, which were foon conrirmed by 
the king’s declaiation of war againft the republic. In this 
frivolous Miipertin^.nt pijce the world is dclircd to believe 
th.U nothing but abfolute nccelSty, a regard to ihc liberties 
of hib fubjefls and the dignity of i crown, could have 
driven his majefty to carry matters to extremities ; but the 
evafions of the ftates with regard to the claims of the BriiiJI) 
Eajl- India company, their refufal to fend home the EngUJh 
families fettled at Surinam, agreeable to the treaty of Breda, 
their denying to pay the due honour to his flag, their ridicu- 
ling the king and people of England in arrogant medals and 
inferiptions, had obliged him to ufe the power delegated to 
him by the Almighty, to check their infolcnce and fccurc 
the ryhts and honour of his crown and kingdoms. Tw'o 
very remarkable circumftanccs were mentioned in this deeja- 
ration ; viz* that the ftates had made a propofal of acknow- 
b Jging the king’s fuperiority at fea, provided he would join 
-^hem^againft France, and never ufe their concellions upon 
this occafion as a precedent jto their difadvantage ; and that 
they had fent ia England an ambaflador extraordinary, w^ho 
itj*pofitive terms refufed giving the fatisfadlion required, and 
indeed promifed in former treaties. Notwithftanding thefe 
pretences, it is certain that Sir George Downing, when fent 
to the Hague, was bound by his inllruflions not to acce^, 
any fatisfadlion after a certain number of days preferibed ; a 
method of proceeding in ambaflies always irregular and un- 

uiual. 
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u(irdl, pfpccially in Ihllandj where the very nature 

renders all deliberations tedious. In aj^y rdj^ 
there ^as fo much chicane and artifice in fce j;t^cluS of 
the minifters, that the whole people claq^r^d 

the war, their antient animolttwj the Dutch 
jahroihed in their rd'entments againtt the meafures of th^ 
ininiliiatioi^ As to the Duteb^ they anfwered t|jic kin^ de- 
claration with great propriety and ftrength of algunmit, re- 
futing irrefragitbly almoft every article it contain^^ 
dciiicd that the ir«;7/yZ> families in were d^ined, and 

tlciiKiiifirated that they had refufed to quit the cefouy : they 
alfir:iic:l, that no treaty Had obliged their admi|Ll^3 to ftrike 
fail on their own coaft to zrxEngliJh plcafure bc^i ; this al- 
luded to the affair of the yatch : they aflertea their never 
having couiUciiai^tod any medals, pidlures, or inferiptions^ 
rcfleviting upon the king or people of England : they dc- 
, dared it had always been their ftudy to cultivate the friend- 
iin^ZrC } to rfiaintain their engagements, and 
to procure the repofe of both nations, upon which their 
commerce and the very cxiftence of their republic de- 
pended. Next they painted, in th'e Vrongeft colours, the in- 
loleiicc of Doivningy the EngliJJ) mir/fter at the Hague \ the 
intention of the EngUJh miniifry in recalling Sir jytUiam Tem^ 
ple^ who had engaged the affedion of the Itatcs, *hy the juf- 
ticc, honour, and opennefs of his proceedings, as well as Ad 
amiablciicfs of lus chira6ler , the iniquitous attempt upon 
their Smyrna fleet, and the inndious capture and unjuft de- 
tention of their Eajl-lndia Ihipping \ 

The court of Spain could not be perfuaded xhTit England 
would ever come to extremities with the Dutchj andj enter 
upon an iniquitous war upon groundlefs and at heft but fri- 
volous pretences. Even France could hardly depend upon the 
promifes and engagements of a monarch incapable of con- 
ftancy and perfeverancc. Nor did the ftates imagine their 
calamities were fo near : all Europe^ indeed, flood aftoViflied 
at vhis thunder>clap, which was the more dreadful as it was 
ludden and unexpedfed. 
l^rance LEWIS now entered upon the. fcenc of adlion, with fuc^ 
and the fuperiority, that Charlei feemeJ little more than the 

harbinger to 'u (her in the giant. Ills declaration of war 
declare againft the flatcs-general was publiflicJ in the month of Apr^l^ 

•war, under the fuperb title of An Ordonnance by the King, His mc^ 

ney and influence had not only drawn over the king of Eng^ 
If^d to his interefl, but he retained Sweden by his fubfidics^ 

^ Lb Clerc, ubi fupra. 
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atrf'S -:/ied tlie other princes on the frontiers of the United 
Iwvii*c'.:s ^ again^ the republic. He did not condefcend to 
ecify par.^ular* in his ordonnance : it viras fufficien^ that 
tie MiO'^ence iA ih . fiates had incurred his difpleafure, and 
chaftifement. ^ was in this lofty ftile his minifter 
de Cf} morrj'iUe talked to the emperor when he defired the 
court Vien.'a might not interpofe in his quarrel with the 
Hollander, Ac other Roman Catholicc ourts he pretended to 
call it a I ’^igious affair, reproaching the Dutch with thh 
name of hectics, though he was linked in the clofeff alli- 
ance with a iXretic monarch, and the head of the Proteftant 
church ; thq;-lh four hundred thoiifand crowns were given 
annually for ft iciidftiip of a nation which had by fevere 
laws prohibiteu the refidcnce of Catholics in the kingdom (A). 
Scarce any thing can convey ‘a* higher idgit of the power, 
weight, and importance of the republic, than a confidera- 
tion of the variety of precautions taken by the two ki ngs be - 
fore they ventured to declare their Khftile intentions! JLezuts^s 
power was unrivaled by land, and Charles might jiiftly regard 
himfelf as the moft potent^ maritime prince in Europe. HoU 
land was divided by fa<£fiofi at home, and had fcarce time to 
form any folid mcafures for the fecurity of the ftate ; yet 
were the efforts of this republic fuflScient to baffle all the at- 
tempts of th? moft formidable combination Europe had beheld 
fince the famous league of Cambray^ another republic, 

contemptible in refpeft of power, grandeur, and territory, to 
her enemies. The bifhop of Munjier declared war againfl: 
the Dutchj under pretence of their having attempted to cor- 
rupt the governors of his towns ; and the elector of Cologn 
received a body of French troops into his dominions, under 
the pretext of providing for his own fecurity. 

The commonwealth of the United Province^ feemed now 
to be devoted to deftru(5lion. Nothing appeared capable of 
fiifpcnding its fall. Lewis was ready with three armies to 
burft like a torrent into the heart of the republic’s dominions^ 
while on her fide there was no army, no general, no fortihea- 
tions, no unanimity to oppofe the inundation ; the whole valour 
j^ d p^i^er of the ffate confifting in her navy, upon which the 
peniioner had bellowed all his attention. France had no 

(A) This was the fubfidy interpole. If the S^Mcdes toqjc 
paJJ to Sweden by the allies, the field, the fubiidy was to be 
for holding herfclf in readinels augmented to fix hundred thod- 
to afl againft the emperot or fond crowns (i). ‘ 

the empire, fftould they oner to 

(i) Le Cure, p. loa. Neuvllle, f, »ii. p. 54.. 
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fooncr veered round than De TVit loft his credit, 

** fomc degree of rcafon, as enmity to the prif ce of ^attge 
ccrtcnnly carried him too far in his oppofiticfti a: 

coiiiplaifance for the court of Fran^h^A 'o<xa(ionod^is 
tinguifliing every fpark of military fpirit in the republ^,» dif- 
banding the greater part of the army, and filling up^ com- 
mifiions *in the remainder with the Tons and^inft^ of his 
own friends, raw unexperienced youths, who har never be- 
held the face of an enemy. His confidence \f France pre- 
vented his ading with his ufual vigilance and Aaution. Fear 
of giving offence, by fyfpicion, hindered his nrt^lcing prepara- 
Vrtpma- tions againft the impending invafion. Thy populace de- 
th7j; in maiided that the prince of Orange^ a youth yft attained to 
Holland, the age of manhood, might be placed at the head of the 
army, if a hoSy of twelve thoufand men, little better dif- 
ciplined than militia, merited that name. There was no 
rr^'^'itvT the voice of a whole nation; DeWit yielded, and 
rcfolvcd tomiakc one powerful effort by fea, while the prince 
was endeavouring to augment the army, raife the fpirics of 
the people, revive difeipline, rej^air the fortifications, and 
provide every necelfary for a vigorous »'efiftance. The great, 
difficulty was to form a judgment where the ftorm would fall, 
and where to diredf the ftrength of the republ^, which was 
too inconfiderablc to admit of being divided. Every thing 
was kept fo dole \\\ frame ^ that not a fyllablc about the ar- 
my tranfpired ; no letter was fuffered to pafs into Holland that 
contained the moft diftant hint of the intended invafion. It 
was the general opinion that the king would lay fiege to 
Macfirhht : wc have fhewn the reafons why he declined this 
mcafure and rather chofe to penetrate in three divifions into 
the provinces, take advantage of the prefent forlorn and dif- 
pirilcd condition of the enemy, and by one great effort dc- 
ftroy all pre fence of mind and hope of rcfiftance. Wc have feen 
with what rapidity he over-ran ihe Netherlands^ and reduced 
the Dutch to the neccifity of laying their country under wa- 
ter. All Europe flood amazed at the king’s irrefiftible progrefs, 
while the republic was given up for loft, and without the frmll- 
eft profperSt of deliverance. The preparations of ft^g^ 
could not ^cep pace with their calamities. The auxiliaries 
received from Flanders were juft fufficient to draw complaints 
Sgainft the court of Spaiuy from the two allied kingsf but 
too inconfiderablc to do the republic real fervice. Tho’^the 
Hates were negotiating a treaty offenfive and defenfive at Vienna 
^and Madrid^ it was probable their fate would be determined 


^ Mod. Hift. vol. XS.V. 
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• kricird !t could take place. They were belidcs harrafled in 
wry iTep by tl^e enemy, and their applications to the cleftor 
^of Brandenhurg and the princes of Lunenburg^ it was /eared 
Would be fruu;atcd by the machinations of Lewis^ and the ter- 
ror of the French arms ^ 

In^ this fituation it was hoped a bold pu(h with the fleet | 
mighc*’ produce fome favourable change. The fhips of the 
republic vere as numerous, her (lores as full, her mariners as 
abundant, '^nd her commanders as brave and experiencecl*a^ 
ever ; it WiV therefore jefolved to employ them in the mofl: 
vigorous ma^ber for the prefervation of the laft remains of • 
the commo^vy.alth. Ruyter was accordingly fent to fea with 
ninety (hips war, and forty frigates and (lore(hips, Corne- 
lius De acting on board as deputy from the ftates. The 
firft intention was to prevent the jun£lion ^ the Ftench and ^ 
Englijh fquadrons; but this was already dhedled : the united 
fleet lay at anchor in Solebay^ under the command of t he du ke 
of the earl of Sandwich^ and the count D'Ejifrif^ to"The 
amount of one hundred and thirty (hips of the line. The 
chief authority was veiled in the duke of Tork^ who impru- 
dently aflFroiited the earl oi^Sandwichy for reprefenting that the 
(hips lay in great diforder, and expofed to the utmoll danger^ 
if attacked in that fitu'c.tion* He refufed (landing out to fea» 
as the earl dtivifed ; and, indeed, regarded nothing befides his 
pleaturcb, which fome political Englijh ^ .(lorians relate he car- 
lied, on this occafion, to unufual exceiS. It is certain, the 
Dutch began the attack early in the morning, before the com- 
bined fleet could be properly ranged ; feveral (hips were forced 
to cut their cables with the utmoll precipitation, in order to 
form the line ; and the whole was in fuch confufion, that the 
velTels ran foul of each other. Van Ghent oppofed himfelf to 
the earl of Sandwichy who led the van of the enemy, and a 
moll dreadful aflion enfued, in which the Dutch admiral was 
killed, after performing prodigies of valour. Sandwich fuf- 
tained for a while the whole weight of the Dutch fleet, that 
the duke might have time to reduce the reft of the (hips into 
order. He deftroyed a large man of war which had attempted 

boar^im ; he funk three fire-ihips, before they approached 
'"Ifear^ricmgh to grapple with bis rigging, though his whole 
crew was almoft killed or wounded : he continued to ply his 
artiljery with unremitting ardour, until another fire(hip ran 
him aboard on the quarter. Even now he might have efcaped 
into another veiTel ; but he difdained to live after the injury 
done to his honour by the duke of Tork: his (hip was blpwK. 

^ Neuville, t. iii. 
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up, and the earl and every perfon on board were deflr 
• The benefit of the difpofition he had made ^as felt after . 
fleatfc: S\v Jofeph Jordan^ his vice-admiral, fl^purfued f 
fame plan of gaining the windward^ and at dim fucceeded | 
by which he was enabled to come to tl\e aflift- nceof the duke 
of Tork^ who was hotly engaged with De R lyter, l^w the 
engagement was fo clofe for above two hours, that Dutch 
admiral afterwards declared it was the moft obiii^e of two 
"Stnd thirty aftions in which he had been concyned. Both 
fides fought like men accuftomed to^Iif^te thefmpire of the 
ocean. The duke and Ruyter each fliifted thj(^r flags twice ; 
but the duke did not "return afterwards to tUL engagement. 
Night came on, the battle was drawn, vi£torf/ was claimed 
by the Englifl) and Dutch ; but it belonged to the latter, if we 
may judge by c<!? ^^quences ; for Ruyter j without interruption, 
convoyed a prodigious fleet of merchantmen fafe into the 
and overflowed his country with wealth on the one 
fide, while dt funk under the prelTure of misfortunes on the 
other (A). 

A DISPUTED viflory, however^ could not ferve the pur- 
pofes of De as affairs were then cirrumflanced. He had 
no profpedt of Handing his ground, nnd fruflrating the views 
of the young prince of Orange^ except by fome fignal fuccefs 
and decifive blow on the ocean. To have failed in this, was 
to him equivalent tp a total defeat, as he knew it would be 
impoflible to put the fleet again to fca with fufllicient expedi- 
tion, to reme<ly the mifehief that arofe from the prefent difap- 
pointment. He faw the French king extending his conquefts 
cn all Tides, three provinces wholly fubdued, and Lewis exer- 
cifing not only the power of a conqueror, but the authority 
of a fovereign ; changing conflitutions, enacting laws, pub- 
liihing edi£ls, creating magiftrates, receiving homage, and, 
in a word, transferring to himfelf the allegiance due only to 
the majefly of the ftates general. Believing longer refiftance 
fruitlefs, and perhaps dreading more to become vafials to the 
prince of Orange than tributaries to France^ the Lovejiein fac- 
tion determined, as the laft reiburce, to appeafe by fupplica- 

( A) Some Trench writers al- is, only a few French ihips were 
ledge, that *iyEftrees was hotly engaged, and in all probability 
engaged with his whole fqna- the count had orders lo ^eep 
dron of thirty fhips, with the aloof, that the two maritrae 
divifion of Flvjhingy whofe fire powers might deflroy each 
y.ie fuftained with the utmoft re- other. Voltaire confeiTes as 
xfolution and valour. The truth much (i). 

(i) Daridj t, v, p, 115, Vdt, Site, t. i, /», 143, 
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tiffis the power they were unable to withftand. Accordingly They 
d*;putics were difpatched Xo Lewis zx\A Charles^ with hopes 
j!it Icaftof bi 'taking their union, if they fliould fail ^n^fuh~ feacf. 
doing their refeiwments. ^On the arrival of De Groot at the 
French court, hil propofals were demanded ; but he anfwered, 
he wa. come to know the king’s pleafure, his mailers deem* 
ing it ni •:e refpeftful to receive than to offer conditlbns. He 
was told, ’"pweveV, that Lewis expedled propofals, in which^ 
the ftates ih iild confider all that his majeily had alrea4y cVn* 
quered as hi£)\pwn, and make allowances for the farther pro* 
grefs of his Ams during the remainder of the campaign. 

With this a^' Ker the deputy returned to the Hague^ and was 
immediately ft^\t back with full powers to treat, and conclude 
a peace on the bed terms that could be obtained. After re* 
peated conferences, Louvois gave the depu^ '^a plan of pacifi- 
cation, or rather the pretcnfions of the king his mailer, upon 
granting which he was ready to r<jturn to his form^L^jaity 
with the republic. 7'hough the apprehenfions of the ftates 
were fo extravagant as to offer that 'every thing (hould be fur- 
rendered to the conqueror, provided their liberty, religion, 
and fovereign power could be preferved ; though they offered 
to cede the whole frontier, and defray the expences of the war, 
yet this was ^fuiiicient. Lewis demanded that the commo- 
dities of France Ihould be imported, free )f duty, into all the 
provinces; that the ftates (hould permit «the free exercife of 
the Catholic religion, (hare the churches between them and 
the Proteftants, and appoint regular falaries for the Romijb 
priefts ; that they ihould cede not only all the frontier towns, 
but Skenk^ Nimeguen^ Knotzemburg^ part of Guelderland^ the 
iflands of Bommel and Veorn^ and the forts of St. Andrew^ 
Lovejieiny and Crevecoeur\ in a word, that they fliduld make 
him as completely mafter of all the provinces, as if they had 
already been conquered by the fword : and, befides, pay an 
immenfe fum of money to indemnify his expences ; fend a 
yearly embafly to Paris with a golden medal, confefting the 
(ubje^ion of the republic, and that to the king (he owed the 
prefervation of that Kberty which his anceftors had enabled 
b»?r 4^- Requi re. Finally, that in the fpace of ten days the 
dates (houlS fignify their affent to thefe infolent gropofals, in 
which cafe he would withdraw his forces *. Here it is re- 
markable that not the leatt mention was made oi England: wft 
(hall fee how chat court (eemed to be wholly directed by the 
will and pleafure of Leivis, 


* Voltaire Siecle. Neuville, ibid. 
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Tnr deputies fent to England were met at Gravefindy 
bid entering London^ and conveyed direSly t6 Hampton- cotm^k 
wheA they met with a very harfli reception, though they exA 
cited the compaflion of a gencrous^cople, /educed into an 
unjuft war againft a republic with Which mey had no real 
quarrel. At Hampton they were kept in a Rind of b jnour- 
able conffnement, until the pleafure of Lewis fiioM bcitnown* 
whether they were to be favoured with an ^/<)ience, or 
f upon what terms it might be proper to treat of 2 pi accommo- 
^ dation. Biftiop Burnet intimates, tifat the depjCies gave lord 
' » Arlington to undeiftand, that the ftates were jf ifpofed to ad-* 
j vance the prince of Orange to the dignity of fw-ftholder, and 
all the other offices poflefled by his anceftorf, as was plain 
from their givinp^him the intir.e command of the army. They 
requefted, that nt.majcfty would appoint plenipotentiaries to 
treat jointly of a peace with the French monarch ; and their 
pewti granted, merely bccaufe Charles was at a lofs in 

what mrmner to aft fingly, and before he had his inflruftions 
from Leivis. Tlie duke of Buckingham and lord Arlington 
were accordingly nominated to attend the French king, at that 
time with his whole court at Utrecht. It would feem, how* 
ever, that though Charles did not chute to treat feparately of 
a peace, that he felt uneafincfs at the rapid p%'*grefs of hia 
ally, and at the high ftrain of authority in which he talked ; 
that he foiefaw the ifitire conqueft of the provinces would be 
a formidable acceffion of power to Lewisy who might forget 
his engagements, and think it his intcreft to have the king of 
Enghind dependent on his fubjefts. Bcfides, Charles (hewed 
an inclination to fliarc in the fpoils of the republic. Poverty 
had made him avaricious, and now was the opportunity of 
gratifying the new-born paffion, and of adminiftring to the 
gratification of all his pleafures. Holland was in fuch a fitua- 
tion, that he doubted not of procuring whatever conditions he 
fiiould think fit to preferibe. His demands were exorbitant. 
Ip concert with the court of France^ the plenipotentiaries deli- 
vered the following preliminaries to Smutch deputies : That 
the flates fliould do honour to the BriiiJhtL^^y without limita- 
tion i that whole fleets Ihould ftrike thei*" colours.. 
their topfails^ to any fingle king's (hip in the Britijh feas, -or 
on the coafls of Holland \ that his majefty’s fubjefts at Surinam 
fhould have libeity to quit the colony, on the teims prefcrfijjed 
bv the treaty of Breda i that all the king’s enemies and ca- 
Jlmniators Ihould for ever be banilhed the republic ; that the 
[uince of Orange and his defeendants fliould enjoy, by heredi- 
tary right, the dignities of captain and admiral general, and 
Qf ft^dtholder of the United Provinces, » as ample a manner- 

aa 
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had ever been held by his anceftors ; that a million 
■flvfi-ling fhould be paid to the king, to indemnify the charges of 
the war, as well ten thoufand pounds annually, merely for li- 
-berty to fifh in the Britijh Teas ; that a treaty of commerce fliould 
immediately be Vet on.focJt, wherein all his majefty’s claims, 
refpeciing the anairs of India^ fhould be acknowledged, with- 
out con^radiftion ; and that the ifles of Valcheren^ Cadfant^ Go^ 
ree^ and # ^oorn^ with the town and caftle of Sluys^ and their 
dependencie', fhould be put into the king of England's h^.ds, 
by way of fei urity^ for the performance of the feveral atticles 
of this treaty . . 

GRIEVons^as thefe terms were, tO the prince of Orange 
alone it was c ying they were not accepted. He had infufed 
fuch a fpirit into the people, that on him depended the alter* 
native of embracing or rejedfing the prop/^^'fals- Nor were 
the allied kings ignorant of this. They a^drefTed themfelvcs 
chiefly to him : they knew his ambition, and they pUed him on 
that lide with all the batteries in their power, fully Cv... . 
that, in the end, he muft yield to the temptation. The fo- 
vereignty of the provinces was prefented to his view, to dazzle 
his eyes with the luftre of the objcdl; but IVilliattCs ambition 
afpired higher. Eager to become the faviour of his country, 
he fpurned the thoughts of trampling on her liberties, at a 
time when flic niofl: wanted his affiflancc ; he defpifed owing 
his elevation to tyrants, and facrilicing i .s honour and inte- 
grity to the pi. tty rcw’ard of a tributary fov^reignty. He called 
to mind the unhappy fate of the duke of Lorrain : the ex- 
ample was recent, ftriking, and fufficient to deter any infe- 
rior prince from relying upon the friendfhip, the equity, or 
the gratitude of a powerful monarch, whofe ambition grafped 
, at fubjedling all the neighbouring powers. Full of thefe he- 
roic fentiments, he declared he would defend the liberties of 
his country, or perifh in the laft dyke. The fpirit of the 
prince infufed life and vigour into his party; and he took this 
opportunity of inflaming the padions of the populace againft 
the penlioner and his brother, who had now become the oh-, 
jedls of hatred and execration, on account of their adherence 
tc Fr^nc''^ To this^ and the fubjeiSion in which the houfe 
^ (%dn^\Nns keptyi^ere all the misfortunes of the common- 
wealth attributed. In their mbft profperous condition the 
vulgar panted for a ftadtholder, with the glitter of whofe au; 
thdrity they were dazzled : in adverfity, they knew no other 
relief than from an application to the defeendants of thofe he- 
roes who had by perfeverance, valour, and magnanimity, re\^ 

^ Rapin, Smollbt, Temple» 
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feued the flatc from the infolcnt dominion of the houff 
» 4 uftria, and cftabliflied religion and liberty on afolid bafis. 

penfioncr de Wit was deemed the fource of the flrong ; 
tide of public calamity, that iiow flojved with^a violence fuf- 
’.vficient to overwhelm the conftitution. Jle mbsrited no titles, 
I'^iio royal blood, from his anceftors ; his nobility arofc folely 
from mcrii, inflexible virtue, and vaft abilitier : but he was 
fubjefi to the frailties of humanity. His if^Jinch republicar\ 
-pfineinles, and oppofition to the afpiiingviews jf thehoufeof 
Ora?igel obliged him to fall into an e>"reme«?qu2py dangerous 
;to his country. His eiynity to the Icing ci Enhatidy and the 
} prince his nephew, threw him into the armsWf Lewis^ by 
whom he was now deferted and betrayed. In»the full luftre 
of profpeiiiy, the penfioner was envied and admired ; in his 
decline, he was W^ded with the execrations of a people, who 
placed to his account that their commerce was a prey to the 
Enulijhs that their town WTre fwallowed up by the French^ the 
digliity'oT the republic loft, and public liberty and religion 
tottering. He was prefumed to be, as a Dutch writer ex- 
preftts it, the Jonas of the flate, . "w^hom by throwing over- 
boaid the ftorm would be appeafed. A£luated by.thefe pre- 
judices the provinces fell into the meft violent ferment: the 
dregs of the people buoyed up to the furface,^,, floated like 
fcories upon the fupcrficics, and diflated to their mailers. 
The fiaics were di (regarded, the whole hope of the public 
centered in the houfe of Grange^ and the univerial cry was a 
ftadtholdcT. Every voice demanded the repeal of the perpe- 
tual edict, by which they hsd engaged, upon oath, never to 
acknowledge the prince o( Grange as governor-general, or to 
veft him witli the dignities poflefled by his anceftors. The 
two brothers, jehn and Cornelius^ ft ill continued to oppofe 
the repeal from motives of true patriotifm : they faw the mad- 
nefs of the people, and apprehended that, in the tranfports of 
their zeal for the prince, they nvght diCpofe of their liberty, 
and by one acl of indiferetion aftbrd matter of perpetual in- 
quietude, At length the populace broke thiough ail reftraint. 
At Don ^ where Cornelius de Wit was*"' ancient bui£omaflcr, 
the citizens ran to arms, invited the pi live of Orangj/‘^\c^im 
thither, and forced the magifl'-ates lu 'iiivdt him with all -the 
dignities belonging to his family. Five days after {fjune 30) 
fame fceiie w.as a£kd at Rotterdam^ Ainjlerdatn^ the HOg^ey 
Middlehurgy and in general through all the provinces. Not;' 
did the popular fury ftop here ; they purged the public offices 
^f all difagrceable peifons, called upon the prince to fill the 
' vacancies, introduced into the magiftracy all the adherents of 
kis family, and infilled that their own^lepuiies Ihculd have 
' ■ * feats 
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'eats in the adminifiration, contrary to the fundamental lam 
of the conftititfioii. At Amjhrdam the populace were in con*# 
tinual tumults. In one riot the magiftrate equivalent ^ high 
IherifF was wounded, agd a burgomafier carried off in triumph, 
infulted, and .'oisfinicd prifoner in the town-houfe. At Dcrt^ 
the pictures aijd AatuiRr, ere£lcd in honour of Cornelius deWitp\ 
were pulled dowA and broken. Their rage agaii»ft both the 
brothers wa&gMpMffble ; but it Teems to have rifen p the 
^reateft hei^t againft Cornelius^ who had firft refufed to fign, 
the inftrun cn%^hereliy the prince was elevated tolhe ftadt-j 
holderfliip. \ "Jofhfi de JVit had, between refentment and 
fpair, refitt ed the office of penfioncr, after having been ait 
faulted by fuur ruffians, and left for dead in the ftreet. Thcl 
gallant dc Ruyter was attacked in the fame manner at AmJierX 
dam \ and Cornelius de Wit was befet in ’ is own houfe, and, i 
being confined to his fick-bcd, was witn the utmoft difficulty I 
protefted by his fervants. It was a Ihort time after tha^ this/ 
honeft patroit was accufed, by an infamous ba«ber, of having 
offered him thirty-two thoufand gueders for attempting the 
life of the prince of Orange. The charge was improbable 
and abfurd ; but the times favoured the accufer, and prevented 
the magifrrates from doing juftice to the accufed. So ftrong 
was the current of faction, that the judges, intimidated by 
menaces, were forced, againft their onvidtion, to condemn 
him to the torture, to confifeate his e^ate, diveft him of his 
dignities and employments, and fentcnce him to perpetual 
banifliment. His conftancy never Ihrunk undci the mod ex- 
cruciating pains, which he bore with unfbaken fortitude, 
protefting his innocence ; and at every refpite from the pangs 
of torture, repeating that . beautiful ode of Horace^ begin- 
ning with JuJiurn W ienacem propoftti virum. His brother the 
penfioner, with truly fraternal affedlion, not only counte- 
nanced him through the whole proceeding, wiped away his 
tears, and confoled him in his adverfity, but determined to 
fliare his misfortunes, by accompanying him, in his exile*. 
While he was vifiting him in prifon, the deluded multitude, 
affembled in a rfTmuItuous manner, broke open the prifon- 
d ragged »ut the unfortunate brothers, embiued their 
iavage in ^lItf‘Wb®44)f thofe Tons of liberty, who had 

merited fo well of their country, and treated their dead bodies 
^•with the moft inhuman indignity (A). ■The 

* Nevville, ibid. Basnage latrodufb Lb Clerc,^. 93. 
(Gazette Amller. N** 104. \ 

(A) Moft writers have re- the popular rage was appeafeu^' 
Uted, that witl^ this facrifice and tranquility once more re- 

ftored; 
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^ The elevation of the prince of Orange was almoft an 
mediate confequencc of the tragical end of his two greateft * 
* ' enemies. 


Uored ; but the opinion is er- 

f oncous. Like the waves of 

be Tea, their paflions i oiled high 
after the temped had ceafed. 
When the criminal magidrate 
at l^t^ague had de/ired and 
obtained ^leave of the prince 
>f Orange, to make inquiry af- 
i the principal a^ors in this 
’agedy, and for that purpofe 
fsked their names of the cap- 
f.ain of the burghers, the people 
•replied, We are ftl^^guilty ; 
i** it you are didatished with our 
co ndudt yo u Jhall lhare thg 
fame fate. ^ 'Lhey even pro- 
ceeded lb far as to depofe him 
immediately from his office, in 
reientment of the compaffion 
he had (hewn for the dcceafed 
virtuous patriots. For the rea- 
der’s farther fatisfaflion we lhall 
beg leave to fubjoin the follow- 
ing natural and affedlin^* ac- 
count of a tranfaflion, which 
will always be regarded as a 
material incident in the annals 
of human nature, and peruied 
wi.‘h that eager curiofity which 
accompanies tragical events and 
feenes of horror and bloodfhed. 

< 1 tremble when I take pen in 
* hand to acquaint you with 
* the fa(d fped^acle here exhi- 
‘ ted in the perfons of Cornelius 
and ^ohn de Wit, the former 
< having the fame day received 
* fentence, whereby he was de- 
* dared incapable of holding 
* any employments in the flate, 

* andvbanifhed for ever. The 
* barber who accufed him bc- 
* ing let at liberty, went up and 
♦ do^ the llreets, telling the 
^^ 3 ^ple that Cornelius*^ puniHi- 
ment was by no means ade- 


quatewto the lyiinous nature 
of his ;vri^eJr About the 
fame thJt penfioner de 

Wit going in.hisf coach to the 
prifon towf,?jff^yay his bro- 
ther, they were tjth, as they* 
were ^oming^;; ay, llopt by 
the watch, ; no i&ould have 
difeharged their njujlkets upon 
them, hid they not imme- 
diately retired to the prifon. 

■ In the mean time, the people 
being highly diflatisfied with 
the lenity of the above fen- 
tence, and it being reported 
that the boors were coming, 
with no good intention, to 
the flaguey the drums were 
beat for aflembling the burgh- 
ers under arms. Six compa- 
nies polled themfelves before 
the prifon doors, wlfere they 
continued almoll the wholjf 
day, when they began to 
breakdown the prifon-doors, 
notwithftanding three troops 
of horfe were drawn out to " 
prevent difordcr. Thefe the 
burghers kept off with their 
pikes, afterwards obliged 
them to retire, then broke 
into the prifon, dragged out 
the brothers, wounded them 
in divers places, trampled 
them under foot, and igno- 
minioufly ^dragged the dead 
bodies rount the llreets. Firfl: 
their two whick-th^yv ' 

ncia up at 1 wearing to ' 
the perpetual ediil, were cut 
off, and their ears, which * 
were taken up by fome boys * 
and prefented as a gift to the 
firft perfon they met of dillinc- 
tion. After this they hung 
the dead bodies by the heels,^ 

« ♦ on 
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ihemles. He was promoted, with all poffible demonftrationp 
^ of j(^ on the (jde of the people, to the whole admiiiiftratioa^ 
of SMand and 7jealand, Utrecht^ Guehlerlandj and Overy[fel^ 
were nuthdniands of the enemy ; and the young prince 'John^ 
Cafimir of NcJfaiu under the guardianfliip of his mother, 
had already btenNo^jrtfellion of the government of FrieJlandX 
and Groningdinj^ But the infolence of the popuj^ce did not • 
fubfide witlf^lK^&ivourable change of meal'ures. Their^ 
profperiiy rafcer increafed their arrogance. AiAmJhrdamAh^ 
following deRk^ds v\Qfre pofted up on the exchange : That , 
the colonels, chains, and other officers of the burgomalters,^^ 
be immedi^iely cafhiered, and their com millions be given t^ 
fuch perfons as the prince-ftadtholder (hall judge worthy : that‘ 
henceforward none of the burgomafters (hall be appointed dU * 
reftors of the Eaji India company, and th-'t thofe who at pre- 
fent enjoy that office be cafhiered : thl^t an account of all | 
money received and expended be laid before the burghers : } 
that all the privileges of the burners, refpeding the liuerty^ 
of fifhing round the towns, be confirmed : that thofe who re- 
fufe to accede to thefe CQnditions, fhall be treated in the fame 
manner as the de Wits were at the Hague : and that whoever 
(hall prefume to pull down this writing, may expert imme- 
diate capital punifhmcnt. In a word, the power of the nobi- 
lily wai everywhere the objefl: of ’“aloufy; and the great 




< on a gibbet, their deaths be- 

< ing all torn off, and their flefh 
f mangled in a barbarous man- 
« ner, every one flriving to 

< come in for a piece, which 
‘ they afterwards fold up and 

< down the. town. One joint 
« of a finger fold for twelve fti- 

* vers, a whole finger for lif- 
« teen, a piece of an ear for 
« twenty- five fiivers, and fb in 
f proportion. In this manner 

* the bodies remaijud hanging 
j^till midnight, e^ofed to the 

brutal ^*l2torJ;,and.,J8ore 
‘ than favage cruelty ot^uie* 

< mob, when feveral perfons in 
,<*difguire came and removed 

* them. A fadder fpedacle 

* hath never been feen in this 

* or any other country. It is 

* faid, that a woman coming 
f from SebeveUngf^ being in- 


* formSd of what had hap- 
‘ pened, fell upon her knees 

* and thanked God for it; fo 
« ftrongly were the people cn- 

* raged againfl two patriots, 
‘ whofe names will be tranf- 

* mitted with thofe of the mofl 

* renowned heroes to the lateft 

* pofterity.* Nothing, indeed, 
can more flrongly charaflerizc 
the cool deliberate phlegmatic 
barbarity of the people than 
this fimple narration, which 
bears all the marks of authen- 
ticity. We have in a former 
volume given^our fentiments 
upon the fhare the prince of 
Orange probaby had in thisdior- 
rible tranfa^ion. It would be 
difagreeable and unneceffary to 
repeat truths which bear 
upon the memory of that grCfc** 
foldier and fiatefmao. 

defigQ 
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^fign fecms to have been, to {hare the government betweeiii 
^the ftadtholder and the populace. Whatever ^demands were 
made by the people, the prince immediately granted. au- 
thority was vefted in his highnefs, the ftates /ca|;ce ever 
‘ ^ named, the legiflative and exccutive^jfowj* ucre wholly at his 

^ ^ mercy, and the conftitution feemed ir*:r '^nhinged, 

The fldtiu The firft good efFefl: which this change af i^eafures pro- 
.^iji.durjd, was the putting an immediate treaty with 

<ourL^ f France, At an extraordinary allembly of the fta^n s, affcmbled 
thefta^ t merely fcfr the f.rke of form, the yovuig ft^dy.iolder repre- 
to /^'^/mttvfcnted, in a fpterh th^t held three hours, th#o pernicious con- 
che 'Sequences of accepting the terms propofed by Lew'^ : he en- 

/couraged them to hope, that valour and perfeverance would 
/be abJc to triumph overall difficulties, and yet refeue their 
. liberties: he demoi'ltiared the’ poflibility of raifing the necef- 
, fary fupplies lor the enormous expence of the war ; and con- 
j^cluded with obferving, that too great a price could not be 
paief for the fepurity of religion and liberty. His knowledge 
was lo Cwtenfive, his judgment fo folid, his arguments fo ir- 
refiagable, his calculations fo clear, ^ and his nervous manner 
fo animating, that the lUtes appealed at the fame time afto- 
niflied and convinced. New fpirits feemed to flow through 
every department of the government ; all were infpired with 
courage and hope from the intrepidity and cool vamur of the 
young ftadtholder : that grief and defpondency which had 
long clouded every face,''werc nowdifpclled before the radiance 
of his rifing fun : they recovered the faculty of recolleflion, 
which feemed to be buried under llieir misfortunes, and all 
began to exert themfelves with vigour in defence of their 
country. Wife deliberations paved the way to vigorous refo- 
lutions; the propofals of the two kings were rejeSed, the de- 
puties recalled, and every nccelTary difpofition made for de- 
fending themfelves to the laft extremity. It was even re- 
folved, rather than fubmir, to tranfport themfelves, their fami- 
lies, and eftcdls to the Eajl Indies^ where the diligence and 
providence of this republic would appear to have fecured a 
retreat againft the greateft calamities. 

A. D. Bv this time fcveral of the neighbouring powers, alarm^d^ 
^673. at the rapidity of the /rrwA concur !l:, for the. 

proteflion of fne republic ; and the prince of Orange had 
made furprifing efforts to aflemble an army capable of taking 
the field. His firft attempt was on Naerdcn ; but the vigilance 
of irarechal Luxemburg rendered it unAjccefsful. Still, how- 
ever, the chief hopes of Holland centered in the Englijh par- 
ifament, which it was believed would thwart the king’s incli- 
nations, oblige him to break off from Levuhy and purfue the 

real 
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real intereftof the nation. This expectation, though wcU 
founded, provqjd vain, as was foon perceived by the new levies^ 
England^ and the vaft armament fent to fe% under 
the ccmdu^^Fb^nrince Rupert^ the earl of OJfory^ and Sir Ed* 
ward SpraggSi \hOi^im*med lately joined the fquadron . 

commanded by It was now that the project was! 

formed of iiwa^ng Zealand. A confiderable body of lafTd-p^ 
forces were |i^j^9^^ard the fleet, and fuch difpofltions'jiilad^^ 
as threatene r the republic with unavoidable deftrudtion. Ne- 
ver did any p/hp^bid f^rer for fuccefs. The Dutch’ Rect was 
not yet put to ihk; the prince of Orange could poflibly make i 
no detach«ient from his little army, already greatly inferior V 
the enemy ; the coaft was covered with the fliips of the in- 
vaders, and nothing appeared to give them any interruption : 
but it pleafed the Divine Providence to in^erpofe in defence of 
this injured and opprefled republic. A tempeft came on, i 
which drove the enemy from the fliore, and forced them^ in / 
a (battered condition, to (belter ttfemfelves in tbeir own ports. 

Nor was this all : the fame ftorm which had removed danger, 
brought the mod feafotvible relief to the provinces. In the 
abfence of the combined fquadrons, a large fleet of India 
inerchant-(hips, richly laden, entered the Texel^ and added 
nerves to all the operations of war, and meafures of defence. 

iif the fame war the dates v re faved from certain 
ruin, by the immediate interpofition of the hand of the Al- 
mighty. Luxemburg was on his march over the ice to attack 
Jmjlerdam and the Hague^ when a fudden thaw had almod: 
ruined himfelf and his army. To proceed was impoflible; 
to return was attended with a thoufand difKcuIties, had the 
Dutch officer of a fort ftood (irm, and difeharged his duty : 
but his cowardice opened the way to the fafety of Luxemhurgy 
who was equally aftonifhed at the condudl of his daftardly 
enemy, and his own good fortune. Thefe arc events which 
the republic has caufe to remember with gratitude and admi- 
ration 

At this time fcarce a fingle power in Europe^ of any confi- 
deration, purfued yS real intcreft. The policy of all was falfc 
jEind delufive. F}pnce grafped at fo much, that there was dan- 
ger of exiJwi-ig of enemies, who would defpoil 

her of all her conquefls, and leave her feeble ’exhaufled, and 
hmaciated, with the lofs of blood and treafure fpent in the 
Yiuitlefs purfuit of ideal projefls. England adled in diredl cp- 
•pofition to common fenfe in joining and endeavoiring 
to Cjytlt the houfc of' Bourbon above that of Aujlria. The em- 

• Volt. Siecle. 

peror, 
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• pcror, the empire, and Spain, loft many opportunities of 
rtfcuinp, Europe from the impending bondage. Their tedious 
iiclib^iatiojjs lufFered Lewis to acquire ftrengtn, Hollel^ui to bef 
reduced to the laft gafp^ and the foundation, blpody ge- 
neral war to be laid, when one feafona^e vigorous effort 
would have checked the pride of fccured the tran- 

'tfviillity o[ Europe, Holland herfelf comnutt^ the grofleft 
^b]lfei4‘^rs. At firft her whole attcntionuKatfriiien to her ma- 
rine, and the means of oppofing England^ thoi^gh it was im- 
poflible to avoid feeing a ftorm gaihegng ir^.foiother quarter. 
,She conneiSled herfelf with France^ reliednipon the faith of 
treaties, and (hut her eyes to all confequences. ^ow, how- 
ever, ihe determined to repair her errors by a (erics of the 
moft fpiiited conduct. Ruyier was feiU to fea with a power- 
ful fleet in queftof the EnglipK whom he found on the coaft 
of Hollandy under ihe command of prince RuperU Before 
the arStion the French Iquadron had joined the prince; but^«y- 
ierwai not dcicrred from ids purpol'e. He made the fignal to 
attack, tote down with the nioft undaunted refolution, and 
iTiaiPT 11 ! :d an obltin.ue bloody engagement with his ufual 
int.' pidity and conduct. The fleets parted before victory dc- 
ci.ncd in favour of cither fide, though both claimed an advan- 
tage. 1 hey put into their ports to refit, and foon appeared 
:.\;ain, with intention to finifli the difpute mo'e decifivgly. 
On the fourteenth of June they met a fecond time o(f F/ujh- 
and began to cannonade with great fury ; but were pre- 
vented from coming to a general engagement by tempeftuous 
weather. Prince Rupert was, indeed, fuppofed to be averle to 
the war, and tor that reafon lefs eager to exert himfelf than 
ufual, agreeable to his impetuous courage and well-known 
aidotT. Ruyter would have come to an engagement ; but the 
prince, being deflitute of many neceflaries, had retired into 
f jjts port. He was no fooncr (iipplicd than he again appeared on 
fniivten the coafl of nolluu.ly and was attacked by de Ruyter and Van 
r/x’ling- Tromp,, now pcrfedly reconciled by the mediation of the 
JiOi W (ladiholdcT, who laboured to unite all parties in the lervice of 
Hutch.* their country. The action was fcarce begun when each of 
the Dutch admirals iingled out the commajjdcrs of the co(n- 
bined fleet. De Ruyier oppofeiJ^i^aAdfcrf 
Tramp engaged Sir Edward Sfragge, and rear-admiral Bren^ 
kert attacked dEtrees^ the French admiral. Never did greater 
emulation appear between the officers of the different nations: 
all/rJught with, that regulated ardor, and determined courage* 
which diftinguifhes true military genius. Bronker^t (hot a- 
head of the French divnion, feparated prince Rupert from the 
divilion of Sir J6hn Chkhely^ and clofcd him between two 
' fires ; 
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fires ; Ruyter plying him with fury on the one (idcy while the 
rear admiral attacked him on the other. Though quite fur- 
rouiided, Rupert fought with undaunted valour and prefence* 
of miWjLjdtkh feemed to rife with the danger. After*feveral 
defperate eftbrtsV h^atlength extricated himfelf; and joining 
Chichefyf bore do>if;^ii&^lhe affiftance of Spragge^ almolt over-j 
powered hy Tramp. He had ihifted his flajg from.th^’ 
Royal Pn;ra| JAl^ch he had •fought until the (hip v^?c ^ea^' 
to pieces will the enemy’s (hot. He then engaged"*^ fiTThc 
St. George, al^fouglu her while (he could fwim 5 but going 
in the pinnace^ (hilt his flag on board a frefh (hip, he was ^ 
funk by a ^nnon-ball after having*gained the efteem and ad i- 
miration of all men by his gallant behaviour, f^an Tromp had 
been in much the fame fituation : he had twice (hifted his flag, 
after his (hips had been drfabled; and at laft bore fo hard upon 
the earl of Ofjory, who fucceeded Spraggt, that he forced him 
to retire. Englijh writers however alledge, that had the French ^ 
obeyed prince fignal to •engage, when he put 'the 
Dutch fleet in confufion by his firelhips, the vidlory would 
have been undifputed. however, is conjeflurei and all 

that we know for certain is, that, finding himfelf extremely 
roughly handled, he colie£led his flraggled (hips, and hauled 
oft’ to the Englijh coaft. Ruyter was greatly carefled for his 
c(>idu<^ :*the Itadtholdcr wrote him ' letter of thanks with 
his own hand, though he had been the inveterate enemy of 
his family, and the faft friend of the’penfloner deWit (A). 
Happily, indeed, the fpiiitof party feemed now exiinguilhed, 
and all men united in the common defence of their country. 

Every thing began to take a turn favourable to Holland. 
Spain renewed her alliance with the dates, was raifing an 
army, and upon the point of coming to a rupture with France. 
The emperor had fent the famous Montecitculi into the field, 
to oppofe his great rival Turenns. The eledlor of Branden- 
burg was at the head of a body of troops, making a divcrfion 
in favour of the republic ; and the prince of Orange took 
Naerdin, and by a (cries of mafterly motions, and judicious 
encampments, ^cf^all the generals behind him, joined 
♦he Imperialifts, 5"nd invefted and reduced Bonne in the fpace 
of a few d’ayj. ** of Munjler had been driven out 

Le Clerc, ibid. Volt. c. x. Smollet, b. vii. c. p. 

(A) It was after this battle half the glory which 
that d^Etrees wrote to M . Colbert, has obtained ( i ) 

* J would have fold my life for 

(1) Voltaire, t, i, p, 150. 
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9 f Groningen^ and feveral places in the decorate of Cologne 
and forced to receive Dutch garrifons ; in confec|uence of whicli 
Lcivh v/as forced to abandon all his conquefts, and withdraw 
his army from the provinces, the comniunicgjietj^^bi^ig cut 
ofF with France, Immediately upon 'thii theming of 

Sweden^ feeing the parties grow mor^^i^and Europe likely 
involved in a tedious ruitlous war, otle^d^is mediation, 
^ and >^4£adcd fo heartily for psace, that ajo/ike was opened 
atcWtf^«. The Dutch were no longer uhderi neceffity of 
abjeftly imploring compaflion. They refuj^ liftening tp 
terms, unlels the two kings would rccede|fiSm the infolent 
conditions they had before preferibed : they funk iij, their own 
offers, and their ambaifadors nov/ again began to affume a 
more firm and elevated tone, and greater dignity of carriage. 
The French endeavoured to protradt the negotiation ; but at 
laft, finding themfclves greatly embarrafled, they retired froni 
Cologn with their allies, on pretence of the violence offered to 
the'" count of ^ ^plenipotentiary for the eledior of 
CologHy and now apprehended by an order of the court of 
Vienna^ as a fubject of the empire, who had betrayed his 
Country. 

1'‘hough the elcdlor of Brandenhurg and the duke of 
Hanover had fuffered thcrnfelves to be feduced from the 


intereds of Europe^ the one figning a neutralit)^ with Jthe 
court of France^ the other fuflering his troops to enter into 
the pay of the two Ifmgs; yet ftill was fufficlently 

Conditions fupported Hot to be difeourageJ. The treaties with ^pain 
fftbe and the empire were full, explicit, and favourable as could 
ireaty nvithhc defired : there every mcafure of defence was flipulated, 
Sipain. and a variety of offenfive fchemes concerted. In the treaty 
with Spain^ the firft feven articles provided for a reciprocal 
guarantee and mutual afUftance, in cafe either party was at- 
tacked. The proportion, time, manner, and other circum- 
ftances of fuch mutual aid, were likewife fpccilied. In the 
three next articles it was provided, that no peace (hould be 
concluded by cither contrafting party, without the confent 
of the other ; and alfo, chat no engagemencs (hould be formed 
that were not perfeftly confident wiih\he prefent trea ty^ 
In the eleventh and twelfth ar^ c^ . a s o w p e r er and cer^. 
tain other po^^ers were invited accede to the alliance ; and 
pr<\vifion was made for the due obfcrvance of the treaty ♦of 
Alunjier^ the guarantee of the treaty of Aix, and the tripfe 
league, when tlie wir with \\\% Britannic majefty (hould be 
terminated. In the thirteenth article, the king of Spain pro- 
miles not only to co-operate with the ftates-general in theit 
endeavours to protture an equitable peace \ but engages, 
5 (hould 
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Ihould their propofals be rejedled, to declare open war againd ' 
France^ and chat his governor-general Ihall in the mean time 
contrfve to affift the prince of Orange with all the ftrtfigth 
of the Spofi^Jh ^/etherlands. Jn the fifteenth article it was 
ftipulated, that no peace fhould be negotiated without full 
refiitution^made of all fcwns, cities, and countries, which 
bad or might Ife ^ken from the ftates ; the republit. on the ? 
other hand, eni^nft;;|j|ipon the fame engagements, unlilclr " 
that had been taken from Spain fince the peace of the Pyre- 
nees fhould be reftored. , By the eighteenth article, the ftates 
engaged to furrendcr the town of MoeJIricht^ the territory of 
TJfenhove^ a«d all they poflelTed beyond the Meufe^ to his 
majeOy, together with their pretenfions to the villages of re- 
demption. By the nineteenth article, the treaty was to Tub- 
fift for the fpace of twenty years, and the ratifications to be! 
exchanged in two months. What refpedts Great- Britain is 
very particular, and therefore deferves to be inferted at full 
length, efpecially as we find it but’imperfedlly related In the 
bulk of Engltjh hiftorians. 

Notwithstanding, ^by the prefent treaty between the 
moft Catholic king and the republic of the United Provinces, 
his majefty only engages to declare war againft France^ fhould 
the propofitions of peace be rejeded; yet the king will find him- 
felf jjndcr tile neceility of coming to aru, ure with his Britan-- 
nic majefty, likewife fince every thing plainly indicates that he 
co-operates with France in obftruding tne pacification, and 
fince it would be impoffible efFedually to aflift thi ftates- ge- 
neral, and keep upon friendly terms with Great- Britain. It 
is therefore agreed, that if the means of pacification, pro- 
pofed by his Catholic majefty, fhould prove fruitlefs, his ma- 
jefty (hall then declare war againft the king of Great-Britam^ 
in the fame manner as againft his moft Chriftian majefty. 
Neverthelefs, to (hew bis good inclinations towards his Bri- 
tannic majefty, the ftates general are required to make one 
laft effort to bring the king to a peace, offering him fuch 
conditions as muft appear reafonable. This almoft was fol- 
lowed by the fubfeauent propofals \ firft, that the affair of 
the flag be adjufted to the fatisfadion of the king of England! 
lecondly, that reftitntien made of all places that have or 
may be taken by the ftates-general from Great- Britain^ fince 
the, commencement of the prefent war ; by this article are 
uudciftood places out of Europe^ of which the reflitufion 
fhall be reciprocal : thirdly, that a fum of four, five, fix^r 
more, thoufand doubloons be made payable at the following 
inftalments, viz. a fourth upon exchange of the ratifications; 
Mod. Hist. Vcul. XXXI. K fc an- 



^,^8 ^he Iliftory of the United Provinces, 

*anothcr fourth at the clofe of the fir ft year after the peace ; 

« and the remainder in the two fubfequent yearst^. 

A. D, SifCH was the treaty by whicli Spain and Holland became 
1674.. again united in the fame caufe, after they hod h£en at va- 
riance and open war for near the fpace of a century. In cc n- 
fequence of this treaty^ to which the emperor immediately 
^ acceded 9 the two courts of Vienna and denounced war 

Franciy and became Ihe avowed of the re- 

public, which they had, during the preceding campaign, af- 
fifted with their forces. It was likew^fe to the peremptorinefs 
of this treaty, and the determined refolution of the Catholic 
king, that the ftates owed the peace foon after concluded with 
Great Britain. The parliament, and the nation in general, 
exclaimed againft the ruinous meafures fiipported by the Eng* 
lift} minifters. They were incenfed at the conduQ of the 
French admiral, who never engaged heartily in any of the na- 
val engagements. They attributed the unprofperous iftue of 
the laft adicfii to the artifTcc of d^EJirees^ who paid no regard 
to prince Rupert^ fignal. They clearly penetrated into the 
defigns of the French monarch, and determined, by refufing 
the fupplics, to force the court to an accommodation with the 
United Provinces. But firft it was refolved to wait the event 
of an enterprize formed by the carl of OJ/ory upon HelvoeU 
fluys. As this fcheme came to nothing, the Duhh comijiif- 
lioners and the Spani£> ambaiTador renewed their application 
Peace to detach England from France^ and they fucceeded. As this 
<u;///6£ng- was a matter of the higheft importance, the ftates did not 
laud. fcruple writing a fubmiflive letter to Charles, and impowering 
the marquis de Frefno to conclude peace upon terms nearly 
fimilar to thofe recited in the treaty between Spain and the 
republic. Charles^ finding it would be impoffible to fupport 
the war without the confent of his parliament, yielded to the 
inclinations of his people, and the folicitations of th^SpaniJh 
ininiller. He made a virtue of neceifity, communicated the 
propofals fent him by the ftates to the two houfes of parlia- 
ment, and demanded their advice. Their fentiments were 
well known : they exhorted his majefty to put an end to the 
war. Accordingly the marquis de Frefno ' viTiS referred to Sir 
William l^emple^ and at three jneetings the whole affair wSS^ 
liniflied. Tne treaty of Breda^ and the commercial treaty 
iir 1668, formed the bafis of the prefent pacification. Little 
mor2 was added, than that the ftates (hould compliment the 
kiflg’s flag, whether in fleets or in fingleveflels ; and that they 
filouid pay a fum of money to defray the king’s expences. 

« Le Clierc, t. ii. p. 97. 
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flow little they regarded the article refpefling the flag, 
appears from man of war's refufing to ftrilce to 
acht, with an Englijh ambaiTador on board ; an incident 
at happened before •the ratifications were exchanged. ^ 
|[ie truth is, the ftates were perfedlly informed of tht> , 
Uyhper of the Rritijh nation and parliament, the breach be- • 
Imeen them ai?^ the court ; .and they refolveS to profit 
fhy this circumftanl?e^ and to improve their terms in pro- 
portion to the king’s neceffities. This appeared more ob- 
vioufly from the fupertilious air with which the EngUJh am- 
baffadors jvrere treated at the Haguh On their return from 
Cologne they waited on the prince of Orange^ to know his 
fentiments of the king’s mediation with France : they were 
forced to folicit this audience.'by the interpoficion of Sr. Ga- 
briel Sylvius^ and to wait feveral days before it was granted. 

It was indeed the deepeft refledticn on the weaknefs of ^ 
the Englijl) adminiflration, ta foe the ambafTadors of fhe ' 
Britijh crown fupplicating an audience of^ a prince of 
Orange. 

7'hough Charles had 'negotiated the peace with Holland 
in a dirty, clandefHne manner, the French king’s pride was 
by this time fo mortified, that he did not refent the ill 
uf’ge received from his ally* On t*^ contrary, he readily 
accepted the mediation offered by Charles^ from whom he 
had reafon to expert fome partiality ftid indulgence, as he 
obliged the Englijl) monarch with an annua! penfion of 
one hundred thoufand pounds. Charles made the offer, to 
qualify his defertion, "and Lewis accepted it, as the moft 
rational means of warding againfl: the danger that threaten- 
ed his crown from a cloud of enemies combined to retrench 
his power. But the fame reafons that induced him to reli/li 
the propofed mediation, rendered the overtures from the 
Britijh king diilafteful to the emperor, Spahi^ and Fhlland^ 
who fcrupled not avowing that the court of England retain- 
ed the fame attachments it formerly had to the French 
king’s intereft, though the king’s immediate neceffities 
obliged him to accommodate matters with the Ifates general. 
This it was, which had probably occafioned the prince of 
Orange^s cool behaviour to Sii Jofeph lFiliLmJ'^i<^ the EngliJJs 
ambaffador. ^ 

•While the mediation was in fufpence, the prince of 
Orange took the field v/ith a numerous army, and 
every ftratagein of war to bring the prince of Condi to a 
battle ; weliave feen the progrefs of this campaign, and the 
manner in which lyiVlam of Orange expofed a wing of his 
annv at Qf which the vigilant Condi did not fail 
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faking advantage**. The conduft of both generals was 
^luc'n as engaged their mutual efteem ; both claimed the 
vi^l^ory, and neither had a right to any more than the glory 
of Jdlrving it. The rencounter however was decifive iiv 
f one rcfpejSt 5 it fruftrated the feheme of the confederate's 
, to carry the war into the heart of France^ and difappoint»j:d 
that projc(5t upon which the prince of Orj^ge had fet his ? 
lieait, of drinking wine in Chcwipagney the end of thc<I'^ 

fcafon. It likewife facilitated the operations of the enemy 
in another quarter, and enabled the French to penetrate into 
' Vranchc Comity which they foon reduced. • Turenne was fu- 
porior to the allies in Alfacc^ he defeated the dul«? of Lor^ 
ram and Caprara at ZintnJjeim^ attacked and routed a body 
of Germans at M2il!jatife7i^ drove the eleftor of Branden-^ 
burgh from Colmar^ obtained a viftory over him at Turkhetniy 
f and at length forced the enemy to repafs the Rhine, and 
' abandon their defign of invading the king’s frontiers, with 
damage and difgrace. 

These fuccefl'es did not prevent the king of England 
from pel tilling in the offers of his •mediation, or animate 
Lewis to profecute the war, could reafonable terms be ob- 
tained. The ffates general themfelves were difpofed to 
accommodate matters ; but the courts of Vienna and Ma^ 
drid formed ambitious proje£ls, of clipping the foaripg 
wings of Bourbon, apd of humbling the pride of Lewis. 
The ftadtholdcr too was inflamed with the defire of mili- 
tary glory, and he puflicd his refentment to France fo far, 
that the pentioner Fagel acknowledged, it would not be 
pcflible to convince him of the propriety of concluding a 
peace, before he had fettled the ballancc of Europe, on fuch 
a footing, as muff for years check the elevation of the 
French monarch. Animofity, ambition, and policy, united 
to confirm William in thofe fentiments, and we find he al- 
ready ftretched the general plan of that grand alliance, 
which afterwards took efFeft, when he was king of Great 
Britain, A<Sluatcd by thefe principles, he carefuIJy avoided 
all conference with the EngliJlj miniffers during the cam- 
paign, and at laft told them, until France received furthe^^ 
mortifications, nothing falutary to the peace • of Europe 
could flow frofn a negotiation. In the fecond conference, 
he explained that maxim which had afterwards coft Eng^ 
land aoA Holland fuch an immenfity of blood and trea* 
fur«\ that it was the intereft of both, to fet bounds to the 
power of France ; whence he took occafion to urge, that 
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the -king (hnuld aAually embark in the alliance, in order A. D. 
to convince that he had the fame views with tne 1675. 
other confederates ; namely, the fecurity of the repofe of® 

Europe^ and nut a mere temporary pacification. * Th^ 

^ince was the more cficouraged to purfue his defign, that ^ ^ . / 

t« elector of Brandmhurgh had again broke with tha^' f - 
i) Aench king, a|)d joined his troops, amounting to eighteen 
^ydioufand nie(ii'.,to the confederate army. Yet was this 
''reinforcement fcafec fufficient to ballance the inconveni- 


ences arifing from diilenfions among the generals, and 
troops of different jft-inces, fince the battle of XintTlmnu 
The Lun^nburghers had openly corldemned the conduft of * 
the imperialills in this acStion; for fcveral hours they 
fingly fuftained the whole weight of the enemy, they had 
fuffered extremely, and were with reafon loud in their 
complaints. The Brandenhurghers embraced their caufe 
againft the imperialifls ; a divertity of intcrefls produced 
a dlverfity of opinions; councils only created confufren,/ 
and every tranfaflion was as perfeftly know*n by Turemie 
as if he had been prefent. However, upon the whole, the 
campaign proved fortunkte to the allies. Montecuculi again 
refumed the command, oppofed himfelf to Turenne^ re- 
duced all things to order, difplayed the moft exten/ive ca- 
pacity, keld the fcale equal for a time, and, upon the un- 
fiJrtunate de^th of his great rival, fuddenly turned it in fa* 
vour of the confederates, and then aefigncd the command, 
becaufe the enemy had no gene*..! worthy of oppofing 
the man who had Ihewn himfelf equal to the great 
Turenne, At this time the illuftrious Conde was employed 
in Flanders^ where, with an inferior army, he had kept at 
bay the prince of Orange for the whole campaign. He 
was fent to fucceed Turemie^ but the fame reafons which 
had prevailed with Montecuculi to withdraw, now influ- 
enced Conde, He retrieved the king’s affairs, and then rC'- 
figned, with the dignity of a hero 

It was during the recefs from military operations, that 
the fovercignty of Quelderland had been offered the prince J • 
of Orangfi undpr the antient title of duke, which it was 
pretended had been formerly in his family. This affair 
occafioned various conjedfures. Thofe who^had no opinion 
of WillianCs patriotifm, and attributed whatever appeared 
^great in his charadler to ambition, alledged that he •was 
himfelf the main fpring in the intrigue, and had by^ivers 
ineans influenced the ftates of Guelderland to inaM the 
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gropofal. His friends and admirers were of contrary fen- 
timcnts. They infiftcd that the motion proceeded from . 
*]^ratitude, and that the reward was no more than was 

• ^ue t6 a hero, who had fo bravely driven a powerful 
enemy out of the country, and refeued almoft beyonjjT^ 
^probability the liberties of the United Prcvinces* Wtlliayi 
'€ wifely deliberated on the offer, and fub^tted it to tl^e ^ 
flatcs of Holland^ Zealand^ apd Utrecht. tempo5^\»* 

riled, and were for his accepting it ; tlr^fecond were as 
pofitive, in difTuading him from being dazzled with a title 
which would afford his enemies a hanlile to afperfe his cha- 
' rafter, and ftain real patriotifm with the infanious blot 
of bypocrify. Before Holland came to any rcfolution, tho 
prince thought fit to decline an honour, which would have 
coft more than it was worth, by diminilhing his popu- 
larity, while it incrcafcd his power, and added to his dig- 
nities. What ingratiated him particularly with the ftates 
*of Utrecht^ was his condift in that province, upon his 
fir ft refolution after he had been elevated to the ftadthoMer- 
fliip. In order to reform abufes, and fettle the government 
upon the antient principles of tlfe conftitution, he con- 
vened an affembly of the provincial ftates. Here it was 
determined, that new members (hould be elefted to compofe 
the body of the nobility and the magiftracy. The ji“ince de- 
livered a plan he had'drawn up, for the better govcrnmefit 
of the provinces : it r/as examined, approved, and put in 
execution. In confequence the old conftitution was re- 
vived, agreeable to which the provincial government was 
vefted in three diflinft focieties, the counfellors eleft, the 
body of the nobility, and the deputies of the towns and ci- 
ties. The judicious behaviour of the prince of Orange upon 
this occafion rendered him the dailing of the people, and 
gave rife to the motion of rendering the fladtholderftiip he- 
reditary in the heirs-malc of his body. The Louvejlein fac- 
tion was now wholly fupprefled, and there fcarce was heard 
a murmur againft a propofal in which the gratitude of the 
people, and the inicrcft of the republic, appeared interefled. 
The inftrument for this provifion was made out, and the 
example was followed by fome of the other provinces. 

The calamities of war, which had almoft depopulated 
the empire and the Netherlands^ excited the compafiion of 
dive*rs princes, who laboured to eftablifh a negotiation. Il^ 
this aflne was fo hearty as the king of Englmid^ for the rca- 
fons'^e have mentioned, rather than from any regard to the 
interefts of Europe, His mediation at laft operated fo power- 
fully, that the contending parties all agreed to fend plenipo- 

^ tcptiarics 



or RepuhUc of Holland. ’> ^ ^ 505 

tentlaries to Nimegucn^ where a congrefs was appomted A. D* 
\about the beginning of the year. It was obvious however,* 1676. 
th^the courts of Vienna^ Madrid^ and Berlin^ would wil- • 
lingjy have protracted the time, in expectation of obtaining; 
j advantages as would induce the French monarch to 

qilefce in more moderate conditions than they could expeCt,^ 
fcin^is prefent fi^uation. The ttates general, likewife influ- ^ 
need by the fta^tholder, did ;}ot exprefs that fdrwardnefs 
‘lor a negotiation ’wliich became their former profeflions. 

Hence it was that the armies of every fide took the field, and 
military operations w%re puflied with vigour, while the 
miniflers j\rcre treating about peace in the cabinet. Lewis 
appeared early at the head of numerous forces, and reduced 
Conde^ Aire^ and Bouchain. The prince of Orange retaliated, 
by laying fiege to which he pufhed with the ut- 

mofl- impetuofity, until the judicious motions of the enemy, 
and the fcarcity of forage, obliged him to abandon the en- 
terprife. With this event ended the campaign in the Afc- 
therlands^ when immediately the eyes of all Eurdpe were again 
turned upon the congrefs at Nimeguen 

The Spaniards were ^verfe to peace, from a full convic- 
tion that the court of England could not long remain blind 
to the interefts of Europe, They perfuaded themfelves, that 
rather tlwn fee Lewis in polTeflion of the Spanijh Netherlands^ 

CSarles would join the confederates. On the other hand, 
th(. French monarch was bent upon dividing the allies, and 
concluding a feparate peace with Houand. Charles aflifted 
in this defign, the ftates general lent an ear to the propofal ; 
but the ftadtholder of himfelf refufed to enter upon a mea- 
fure which might have incurred the imputation of treachery, 
and given the confederates a fair handle to complain that 
they were betrayed by the republic, in whofe defence they 
engaged in the quarrel. It was a bad recompence of their 
generous fervices, and feafonable interpolition, to be now 
deferted, and left to extricate themfelves out of a dangepus 
war, by the befl means in their power. Perhaps ambition 
and revenge, as 'fome writers alTert, might have fome influ- 
ence with the prince \ yet it muft be confefled, that his fen- 
timents are founded upon juftice and generofity. Befides, 
he perceived that tki^Englifl) nation in general detefted their 
fovereign’s attachment to France ; and that tbe people were 
jfow highly inflamed by the indiferiminate depredation! of 
the French privateers, who made no diftindion beween 
Dutch and Englijh merchant-fliips, and regarded as laWful 
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prizes whatever fell in their way. In fa£f, the prince was . 
' extremely popular in England, His valour, fteadinefs, 2ea^' 
for the good of Europe^ implacable refentmen\ to France^iina 
f linvftriable attachment to liberty, raifed him extremely high 
in the opinion of a people enamoured above all others ofn- 
^triotifai, and oftener the dupes of hypocrify than any omer 
nation. The ilUhumour of the Englijh was increafed^y^^ 
an indighity put on the by a /r^n^fquadton, whiKv 
refufed the compliment to captain Hefhfn oi the Camhr 'tdgh- 
The tame conduft ot Charles^ who contented himfelf with 
demanding fatisfaclion by a letterj further incenfed the 
people, and at lad the houfe of commons exhorted the king 
to contra^ fuch alliances as would be fufficient to check the 
ambition of the French monarch. 

Another circumftance likewife contributed to prevent 
the feparatc peace between France and Holland: fo iuccefs- 
fully bad the French miniftry laboured in eitablilhing the 
navy, that France might pow be regarded as one of the prin- 
cipal mariciAie powers in Europe, One of the firft remark- 
able inftances of the ftrength and fpirit of her navy, ap- 
peared off the coaft of Sicily, Mejfha had lately revolted from 
the Spaniards^ and the duke de vivonm was feat with a fqua- 
dron to fupport the citizens in their rebellion. This occa- 
lioned the jun^ion of the Spanijh and Dutch fleetr, who fet 
fail to oppofe Vivonne, On the 7th of January they felUn 
with the enemy, cot^fifting of twenty-two men of war, fix 
iire-ihips, and feyeral bomb-ketches. The en^^agenient be- 
gan next morning, before which time the wind frefliened, 
and the Tea rolled fo high, that the Spanijh galleys werjs for- 
ced to put into Lipari, Ruyter however did not decline the 
combat. He bore down upon the enemy, begun the adion 
early, and fuftained it with admirable conftancy to five in 
the evening, when the French found means to withdraw, 
and accomplifli thejr defign of fuccouring Mejfma, Ruyter 
upon this feparated himfelf from the Spaniards^ and repaired 
to Leghorn j where, upon his arrival, he found an order to 
continue co-operating with the Catholic king’s fquadron, 
which produced a fecond jundion of the fleets, and a refo- 
lution to lay fiegc to Augu/ia by fca and land. This was un- 
dertaken under the diredion of the Spanijh viceroy. Three 
days after the ^lace was inveffed, the French fquadron quitted 
the port of Mejftna^ for the relief of the befieged. The fleets 
were^nearly equal in ftrength, and the adion was maintained 
yrm all the fire which might be expeded from combatants, 
|tbe one determined to gain, and the other refplved npt to lofe 
)he empire of the ocean. The Spaniards fired at too great a 
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diftance, and did little execution ; de Ruyter with his d)vi-« 
vfion fupported the brunt of the engagement, broke the French 
lin^; gave chace for an hour, and obtained the honour of a 
jqftory, when he was wounded in the heel by a (hot fromV 
tJfc ftern-chace of a French (hip. A fever enfued, by which ^ 
thl? gallant officer was carried off in the fpace of a week, ttf ^ 
irreparable %lofs of his country. He yielded his laft 
^feath in Syracufe^ lamented 2 s the ornament oF Holland^ 
4ftecmed by all Eufope^ and recorded by the ableft pens a« 
an example for pofterity, of valour, condudl:, integrity, and 
rigid republican patitoyfm. This contributed to ren- 
der the pj^lnce of Orange ftrenuods againft concluding a 
peace until Frame fliould be humbled. He faw Lewis afpi- 
ring after maritime power, which of confequence muft 
ruin the commerce of the republic, upon which depended 
her grardcur and riches, and he hoped to combine England 
with Holland in deftroying his marine, while the confede- 
rate land-forces were retrenching his frontiers, and limitifi^ 
his ambition on the fide of Germany and the Netherlands, 

The event which foon followed juftified the prince’s zea- 
lous enmity to the houfeof Bourbon^ and his dread of the ri- 
fing naval power oi France. After the late adion, the combined 
fleets of Spain and Holland proceeded from Syracufe to Pa^ 
hrrno^ wfere they were purfued by the duke dc Vivonne, 
Tile allies appeared without the mole drawn up in a line, 
coriipofrd of twenty-feven men of wa»* nineteen gallies, and 
four fire-fhips. The mole was on their left, the baftions 
of the town on the right, and the fortrefs of Cajlle Mare 
compofed the center. This difpofition was go^d, and the 
appearance formidable ; yet Vivonne^ or rather du ^cefncj 
the greateft genius of his age, ventured to attack them in 
this iituation, with a fquadron fcarce equal in flrength or 
numbers. The adUon began with great vigour, and was 
bravely fuflained on both (ides, when the French^ taking ad- 
vantage of a favourable wind, font their fire-lhips among the 
allies, obliged them to cut their cables, and run a-ground, 
which however rather accelerated their misfortunes. In 
a word, twelve capital men of war were burnt or blown up 
into the air. P'ive thoufand men periflied on this occafion ; 
and, to the aftonifhment of 2\\'Europey Zrrw/r 'became m after 
of the Mediterranean^ and juftly claimed the empire of the 
qdean^. We have thrown thefc fa^s together, though ttfey 
happened at different periods, to give the reader a I^re 
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, diftinct view of the policy by which the prince of Orange 
was influenced in his oppofltion to the negotiations of a fc^ 
pariite peace. 

A. *D.y IV I L L I AM had great rcafon to expeft that the kim 

thjSf of England would at length find himfelf under the necefllf^ 
declaring againft Ltwis. The nation in general exrfef-^ 
I fed the utmoft averfion to the meafures the adminilVa- 
tion, and the houfe of coinmons ac^ refled his majefty^ 
break ofF his connexions with the cr.ifrt of France, Somd^ 


of the leading perfons of the kingdom were in the prince’s 
interefl, and negotiating a marriage between him and the 
princefs AAary^ eldcft daughter of the duke of X^rk. The 
carl of Denfiy^ by the fuggeftions of fir William Temple, firft 
propofed the match to the king and the prince. At firft 
the king was averfc to it, then neutral, and at laft w-^ ll dif- 
pofed to the alliance, in hopes it might engage William to 
favour his defigns, and liften to the feparate peace propofed 
ISy the French monarch, •while the prince always relifhed 
the profpeX, becaufe he imagined it would engage the Eng-- 
Itjh the more ftrongly to efpoufe his intereft, and enter into 
his views, with refpeX to the war. It was from this con- 
fidcration he accepted the invitation his majefty had given 
him of vifiting England, as foon as the campaign ftiould be 
finiOied. He accordingly arrived in the month«bf October, 
and repaired to the court at Newmarket, and after various 
difficulties celebrated* his nuptials with the princefs : after 
which he entered upon conferences for a plan of pacification 
with the duke of York, the earl Denhy, and fir William Tem- 
ple, Now it was agreed that Lciuis fliould reftore all be 
had wrefted from the emperor and duke of Lorrain 
there (hould be a reciprocal reftitution between France and 
Holland, and that Spain (hould have certain terms fpecified. 
This point the prince gained, that Charles folemnly engaged 
to renounce all conneftion with Lewis, and openly to efpoufe 
the confederate caufe, (hould he refufe to accept of the con- 
ditions concerted in this general plan of pacification. All 
thefe projeXs, however, had almolt been difconcerted by the 
king’s unfteadinefs, who was cajolled by the French court to 
forget all he had promifed to his people, and the prince of 
Orange, It was the earned wifli of Charles to be (fet above 
the ncceflity of applying to his parliament for money, and 
Lhvis artfully turned thofe inclinations to his own adva1\- 
ta^ *by granting him a yearly fubfidy to a confiderable 
amount. To dazzle the eyes of Europe, he ftruck up a de- 
fenfive alliance with Holland ; but this neither fatisfied the 
prince of Orange nor the commons. Both infifted that he 
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would denounce war againft Franu^ unlefs Lewis accepted 
the plan drawn up by the prince of Orange and the Englijh 
mhiiftry. • • 

While the king was thus involved with his parlianiSnt, iUace-tf 
aSdvthe republic in fufpeiMze whether ihe was to rely on the . 

> goon offices of England^ in lifteningto the propofals made by 6^5*)' * 
^a^ce^ the arml^ took the field with the fame views as in 
preceding campaign, of obtaining fomc advantage which 
^ight give the negotiators a turn in their favour. The 
military operations of this year have already been related ; 
we fhall only obferve, hi this place, that towards the clofe 
of the feafon, the ftatcs general c^e to a refolution of 
accepting peace for themfelves and the Spaniards^ provided 
certain towns were ceded to the latter, and ample re* 
ftitution made to the former.; Juft as the treaty was on 
the point of being figned, Lewises tergivcrfation had almoft 
broke up the congrefs. He refufed making the required ccf* 
fion to Spatn^ unlefs certain advant'^ges, not mentioned be*** 
fore, were previoufly granted to Sweden. This difficulty 
w^as at length got over by the firmnefs of the ftates ; the 
treaty was concluded, the* frontier of the united provinces 
was fccured, the tranquillity of the republic eftabliOied, and 
in a few months all Europe enjoyed the benefit of a pacifica* 
tion. Suoli was the ilTue of a war, which had brought the 
JJniitd Provinces to the verge of dcfperation, and almoft 
eftab!ilhed the French monarch in that uriyerfal empire, after 
which be eagerly afpircd. (A) 


SECT. XII. 

Comprehending the affairs of the republic from the peace 
of Nimeguen, to the general treaty of pacification at 
Ryfwick.. 

A n embaflfy. Tent to France by the republic immediately 
after the peace had been figned at Nimeguen^ gave 
binh to certain difputes about the honours due to tJae re* 

^ Mod. Univ. Hift. vol. xxv. 

A) We have declined giving intention is no more tba.^ to 
the particulars of this treaty, as convey a juft idea of the polity 
they have already been related of the republic, 
in the iuftory of Our 
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^i^^Daticlh prcfentativ^s of their high mightinefles, who feemed al-. 
Mfpute ready to have forgot, that arrogance, prid^e, and infolcnt' 
about the inferiptions and devices, had occafioned all their late ca- 
y^bon<,M(s f iamities. Becaufe the king’s guards were not drawn ud 
in the court of the Louvre^ with drums beating and^o- 
' lours flying, as the ambafladors pafled, they refufed j?ro^’ 
* ^ ceeding^to the audience, though Lew^ was expedjtin ' 

jf them, until they fliould he rcceived|,.with the fame honour ’ 

> -as the laft embalTv fent by the republit. I’hey were tolu,- 
that the compliment which they now demanded was never 
paid, except to the minifters of^emperors and kings ; and 
though it happened to *the former ambafladors, i^^was merely 
the eft’eft of chance, the guards poflibly being relieving as 
they pafled. This was denied by the ambafladors, who 
proved, by the regifters of former minifters, that the com- 
pliment had been paid, and not only to the republic of the 
uniU'd provinces, but to Venice and the duke of Savoy^ and 
"cantons of Switzer latid.i- At laft this affair was adjufted to 
their entire fatisfadUon, and the ambaffadors were intro- 
duced with all the honours of (hew and refpedi they re- 
quired. 

LEfVIS had his defigns in this condefcenfion. He 
was labouring a defcnfive treaty with the ftates, and had 
given inftrudions to that efFe<ft to his ambafli^or at the 
Hague ^ the count dlAvaux, To this Mr. Sidney ^ the 
Englijh envoy, oppo&d himfelf, declaring, in pofitiye terms, 
that his majefty (hould regard this treaty as a league againft 
Great Britain^ and a refolution again to difturb the peace 
of Europe, A whole year had pafled in negotiating the 
point, and France had made no progrefs, the ftates content- 
ing themfelves with general expreflions of efteem and regard 
for his majefty. Enraged at the difappointment, Lewis 
ordered d!Avaux to have recourfe to menaces, where fo- 
llcitation and intreaty had failed. An attempt was made to 
awake the antient terrors of the republic, by a thundering 
memorial delivered to the ftates by the ambaflador. Here he 
reprefented the king’s aftonifliment and difpleaftire at the am- 
bigu« us artful conduft of the ftates, his refolution to wait 
’ only a few days for their anfwer, and afterwards, not only 
to drop mei^ioning the fubjeft, but to refufe all propofals 
relative to the defcnfive alliance, fo beneficial to both na- 
tions. He added, that if they negle<fted embracing tijis 
opportunity of fecuring his majefty’s fricndfhip, they n^uft 
ei!pe£^ he would alter his condud, and turn circumftances 
to the heft advantage he could to his own fubjed^s, and the 
advancement of the cooimercial interefts of his kingdom. 
^Ir. Sidney perceived the drift of d^Avau^^^ memorial, and* 

lefolved 



cr Republic of Holland, 


‘.rcfolve'd to fruftratc its effedls by a memorial in behalf of « 
h\^ritanmc majeity, which was prefen ted next day to the ^ 
ftates 'of Holland. This piece was drawn up by a mafl^rly T^ey re* 
and produced the confequence propofed. The itatesy V? //& 
rejOTed the French propofals, and ordered their deputies to * 

decllre their fentiments to the ilates general, from whom 
^le count d'Avau^ was to receive his anfwer. Before their ^ 4*ewi5. 
'gh mightinefl'es could be prevailed upon to communicate \ 

•he refolution of the Hates of Holland^ a great number of ‘ 
libels were difperYed by^the friends of znd England^ 
and it again appeared tha^he Louvejlein faction, always at- 
tached to tlfe French monarch, was not yet wholly fubdued, f 
The hydra fadtion again recovered its head, and the op- 
pofition to England arofe folely from a defirc of haraffing the 
views of the prince of Oranges The defenfivc treaty pro- ^ 
pofed became the fubjedl of all converfation, upon which 
every man exprefled himfelf agreeable to his connexions, ^ 
interefts, or prejudices. Thofe wh6 approved the dcfenfiv^ ' 
alliance with Ltinis^ infifted that the United Provinces could 
not remain neutral, becaiife they had already entered into 
a defenfive treaty with England in the year 1678, by which 
the contraXing parties were bound to afliH each other if 
attacked, and in the fpace of two months to come to an 
opeij ruptufe with the enemies of either nation. What 
reafon, they afked, could be urged for increafing the refent- 
ment of Lewis^ by refufing him the fa’ j terms which had 
been given to Charles ? Befides, EnglM was fo torn with 
civil diflenfions, that the republic cotfid have little depend- , 
ance from that quarter, fhould Ihe be attacked. It was 
otherwife with France \ it was not only in the power of 
Lewis^ but it was his intereft to defend the republic againft 
all the neighbouring powers. The faXion did not to recol- 
leX that Lewis himfelf was the only dangerous neighbour, 
and that his pretended friendfhip had led the provinces into 
the moft critical fltuation they had ever experienced. On 
the contrary, the houfe of Orangey and the adherents of 
Englandy affirmed, that Great Britain was the moft natural 
ally of the republic, and by means of her fleets the moft power- ^ 
ful proteXrefs. Xhe provincial ftates were divided ; thofe of 
Frifeland and Groningen were for accepting HaeeFrench pro- 
pofols ; Holland remained fixed in the refufal ; fome of tl;e 
ot4ier provinces propofed a neutrality ; and this at length 
proved thp opinion of the ftates general, who communicated 
their refolution in the moft delicate terms to the French am- 




baftador, afluring him of their ftneere defire to culivate and 
deferve the fricndlhip of the moft chriftian king, and their 
3 " , full 
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jbll determination religioufly to adhere to the peace of Ni“- 
megnen. • . ^ 

ItfoTWiTHSTANBiNG thcfe proteftatioHs, they extremely 
refented the demands of the French king; of the arrears ydtb 
upon the comributions raifed in the laft war in the territory 
of Boijleducy the barony of Breda^ and other oarts of the d^mi- 
nions of^the republic. Yet with this they wre forced to coi^-* 
ply, as the king threatened fnilitary e^fbeution. Indeed it was. 
i^bfervable, that fcarcc were the bonfires whiyh had been light- 
ed for the late pacification extingui^eJ, before a difpofition 
to a frefti war began to fliew itfe^*! I'hc courts of Verfailles 
and Madrid entered into difputcs about the title*of the duke 
of Burgundy ; thefe paved the way to altercations upon a 
variety of other fubjefls, in confequence of which the envoy 
extraordinary of Spain at the Hagucy prefented a memorial to 
the dates general, containing a long lift of the infractions 
jpf which his catholic majefty demanded redrefs. The dates 
fent an order to their ambafladors at the court of France^ 
to ufo their utmoft endeavours in compofing matters, and 
preventing points of mere punftrlios from laying the foun- 
dation of another war, which might difturb the peace of all 
Europe, Spain at length yielded to the firm refolution of 
Lewisy and produced a temporary harmony betwgj n the two 
courts, by ceding the title of Burgundy, The cour^ of 
Madridy nevcrthclefs, endeavoured to fortify herfclf by the 
alliance of the republic, which was eagerly folicited on the 
one part, and as caj^|oufly avoided on the other, from an 
apprehenfion of giving umbrage to the French monarch. 

While the ftates were ufing their good offices to ter- 
minate all differences among their neighbours, they did not 
negleft their own affairs. For fome years they had been in 
a date of hoftility with the little pyratical ftates of Barharyy 
though no tranfaClinn worth regarding had occurred. That 
the ftates were at war, could only be known by petty de- 
predations, and the feizure of fome Dutch merchantmen. 
However, it was thought convenient to negotiate a peace 
with the Algerlnciy which was figncd the preceding year. 
; This did not prevent the dey of Algiers from annoying the 
Dutch commerce, when he could do it to his own advantage \ 
he had takeif feveral fhips fince the publication of the treaty, 
and was full as dangerous under the mafk of friend(hi[>as 
when he profeffed open enmity. The Dutch commilfarils 
complained of thefe infractions, and the dey alledged that 
the treaty had not been ratified, becaufe he had not re- 
ceived the prefent of cannon v;hich the ftates promifed. At 
laft the expected prefent arrived at Algiers^ was received 

with 
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With ^reat demonftrations of joy, and the ratification of the • f > 
treaty was publiflied by found of trumpet and the firing of ^ 
cannon, the dey folemnly declaring that he would llaidiy 
abfervc the peace with their high mightinelTes s. 

^ The court of Spain Tjnd for fotne time been foliciting 
England to conclude a defeiifive treaty. His catholic ma-* A. D. • 
jefty perceived tRat Lewis had little regard to the treaty of '468i.* 
Nimeguen^ and the fubfequent agreement about the title of 
Burgundy ; hc.^yas therefore defirous of fortifying himfclf hy 
alliances. Charles^ durjng the civil broils in his kingdom, 
liftened patiently to his p^pofals ; but he no fooiier found 
himfelf at liberty to confui^his own inclinations, than he ^ 
dropped all correfpondence with Spain^ and renewed his con- 
nexions with the French monarch. Lewisj notwithftand- 
ing his late difappointment, and the rough checks he fuf- 
tained in the profecution of his plan of univerfal monarchy, • 
had not yet wholly abandoned that defign. After the peacq^ , 
of Nimegueny when other powers* had difbanded their ar- 
mies, hk; kept a numerous body of forces in pay, dictated to 
the neighbouring ftates, syid infolcntly ereXed chambers at 
Metz and Brifaacy for enquiring into titles, and refuming 
fuch territories as had ever belonged to his new conqueits. 

7'he authority he alFumed was extravagant. He fummoned 
fovereign *|>rinces to appear before his chambers, and oc- 
fionally iflued decrees, expelling them from their domi- 
nions, iii cafe they difobeyed his im^ jrial mandate. He 
feized upon Cafaly and the free town of Strajburgh-y demand- 
ed Alojl of the Spaniardsy and in confequence of their refu- 
fal to cede that place, he reduced Luxemhurgh. This incenfed 
the catholic king to fuch a degree, that he declared war 
againft France y without refleXing on his inability to fupport A dejen* 
it, and had the mortification to fee all the Spanijh Netherlands five treaty 
over-run without oppofition. Lc%vis*s conduX alarmed all 
EuropCy and in particular the ftates general, whofe vicinity fife's 
to Spanijh Netherlands them peculiarly interefted 
It was this confideracion which fuggefted the idea of a treaty 
with Sweden for the guaranty of the peace of Nuneguen, As 
Great Britain was likewife deeply concerned in the objeX 
of this treaty, M. Van Buiningen wms fent to invite the king 
to accede to the new alliance. He made thtfftrongeft re- 
mqnftrances, to which the king liftened attentively, bsjt 
little purpofe ; for though conferences were appointed to 
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negotiate the affair, he ftill adhered to the iiitereft of l!,.eix;isf 
and in the end declined the propofed treaty. . 

I T^he treaty of guaranty concluded between Sweden and 
/the republic was not at all rcliflied by Lewis^ who ordered 
^ bis minifter at the Hague to prefent divers memorials upoi^ 
the fubjei^, to the (fates general. In thefe he declared, that 
he regar4ed this alliance as an affociation injurious to him« * 
fclf, and the means of kindling a new war, perhaps more 
fatal in its confequenccs than the former. J'he (fates vin- 
dicated their condu£f,by alledging, that ao'^his majefty had 
repeatedly acknowledged the repj^Oiic, he muft neceflarily 
allow them the privilege of coj^trafling what alliances (he 
might think proper, which was the eflential and diftinguifti- 
ing prerogative of liberty. The objeft of the treaty, they 
affirmed, was to fecure the freedom of Europe^ and preferve 
the repofe of the republic, as well as of all the neighbouiing 
powers. In a word, they offered to prefent the count 
aAvaux with a copy of the convention; and defended them- 
fclves with fo much candor and force of argument, that 
Lewh appeared fatisfied. An ujjifortuiiant accident how- 
ever happened, which had almofl been attended with 
the moft ferious confequences, and an open rupture A 
lieutenarit and nine dragoons, of the garrifon of Yptes^ had 
orders from the king to feize a Frenchman^ whrf nad t^ken 
refuge in Amflerdanty sjpd been admitted a burgefs by the 
title of the count de^Sardum, His reafons for withdrawing 
from the French dominions were not known ; but it was the 
bufinefs of the (fates to prevent an infradfion of their li- 
berties. The king’s officer and his party were therefore 
arrefted at Rotierdamy and fent prifoners to the Hague. Se- 
veral memorials were prefciited by AAvaux to procure the 
releafe of the prifoners, or at leaft a fufpenfion of the pro- 
ceedings againff them, which were adually begun. He 
allcdged they were the king’s fubjedls, waiting at Rotterdam 
for a conveyance into the French dominions ; but this excufe 
not anfwcring his purpofe, he threw off the mafk, and de- 


clared they had adfed by the king his mailer’s diredfions. 
Theftates 'YYit&Tiits Jjretended great allonifh men t at this confeffion ; 

and perceiving the confequence of dillcmbling in a point 
land con- J-q nearly affedfed the liberty of the (late, they acquaint- 
^mn a ambaffador, that as the trefpafs was committed in the 

Holland and Frlfelandy he muft apply to the 
deaAf. ftates of thofe provinces for redrefs. He did fo, and ob- 
tained no fatisfadfion. He was told, that furrendering the 
criminals would be founding a precedent for every prince 
in Europe to violate the privileges of the provinces s and that 


if 
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compHecl with the king^ji requcft, the fame would 
be expedted by ijthcr potentates, who might claim an equal 
right to their regard. In a word, they gave him to uriWer- 
jfend, that the proceedings muft go on, and the prifonqrs be 
cither condemned, or ai^quittcd legally. In confequciTccl . 
^.theprocefs wms carried cn, the officer folemnly conJemned 
to be beheaded, and the dragoons to labour in the foi 

the fpace of ten years. Accojdingly the lieutenant was 
conduced ctrth^ -place of execution, fcaffolds were ercclef\. 
a hearfe, covered ^thb’^k cloth, attended the criminal^ he 
brought to the bl jckTSjd there pardoned and fent back, 
with his pafty, to his garril^. By this fteaclinefs of con- 
duit the ftates afi'erted ihcir liberties, without giving juft 
caufe of complaint to the rnoft chriftian king, IX Avaux at 
firft talked loud, and denounced the king's vengeance ; but 
he was in the end foiced to acknowltdgc that the equity 
and firm refolution of the holkitidjrs jvere equally commend-** 
able. • 


Mfanttmf. the emperor perceiving that Lewis ^ defign 
v/as, gradually to defpoil him of all his dominions in Al^ 
fticc^ defired to be adniittcd into the guaranty-treaty lately 
executed between the court of Stockholm and the ftates 


gincral. Jle, at the fame time, formed an alliance 
with*th9 circles of Franconia and the Upper Rhint\ in 
Older that he might have an army oj^ that river, if ne- 
ceffity required Already he had brought a body troops 
fiom his horeJirary dominions, the command of which was 
given Lij prince Wuldcc^ now createa a prince of the em- 
pire. The dates were not difpicafed with thefe motions, 
which intimated a rcfclution to oppofe the ambitious de- 
figns of the French monarch. Tncy were particularly 
pleafing to the prince of Orange^ who, befidcs his general 
enmity to the France, had now pcrfonal caufes of com- 
plaint againft f^eiuis. That monarch could not avoid re- 
lenting the zeal with which the prince of Orange cfpoured 
the liberties of Europe,, and combated his ambition. He 
faw that his vigilance thwarted all his mcafurcs, and pene- 
trated into his moft fecrct projects, before they wc^rc well 
formed. Tho' inconfidcrable in point of territory and power, 
he regarded the prince as the mod formidable of liis enemies, 
becaMfe he dire£led the councils of the republic, and had 
greSc influence all over the empire, as well as in Sjiain and 
Great Britain. It was this which infpired him with the 
pit.ful revenge of attacking the principality of Orange, 
hemmed in by his dominions, and environed by Provence. 
was not poffible *to make the haughty foul of William 
Mod. Hist. VSl. XXXI. L 1 ftoop 
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ftoop to conceffions, or to warp his integrity by to^^Btng ^ 
y l&im^on the fide of his ambition^ though that was bispre- 
/dominant pailton; but it was in LnprVs power to puniflk 
his^ftinacy, and hurl down vengeance on the heads of 
, *7 ^%^Snnoccnt people, for the crimes of their fovereign. 
fheinlg Whi^e the negotiation for a defenlire treaty was 
^France agitation, the wrongs, dapiages, and oppreiEons which his^ 
tpfrejfes hkhnefs had fuftained, either by the connivan^ or di- 
ihiinha- ifflion of the French iT\onarch, were recommended 

litaau of by his friends to the confideration^tf’the Hates general, to 
»hepri7\i‘\^ difcufled previoufly*to the ^pcdfed treaty^ IFAuaui^ 
paltty of however had the addrefs to h^c the motion fet af ‘ 
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fet alide, under 

pretence that his claims would require more time in ad- 
juring than was allowed fot the conclufton of the treaty. 
• When the duchy of Luxtmhurgb was invaded by the Ftencb 

tr oops, the commi^nding officer had expofed to fale, by 

* *Tound of tjumpef, all th^e lands, furniture, and effeds of 
. ^ the prince of Orange^ as having been adjudged to him by a 

* formal decree of the ftates of the countiy. It was of the 
lofTes he fuftained that the prince dcfired to be indemnified ; 
but as the defenfive treaty came to nothing, he was forced 
to refer his pretcnfions to a more feafonable opportunity* 
Lewis^ not (atisfied with denying the prince juft* :e, had re- 
courfe to farther violences. He obliged the roagiftratts of 
the town of Oranfi to expel all the French fcholars from 
their college, and the French artizans our of their city# 
He fent two regiments of dragoons to live at free quarters 
upon the inhabitants, until they had levelled a wall built 
as a defence againft the incurfions of their troublefome 
neighbours. As thefc arbitrary proceedings were exclaimed 
againft at every court in Europe^ he was at no lofs to colour 
them over with fpecious pretexts. He fpirited up the prince 
of Condi to lay claim to the whole principality, in quality of 
adminiltrator to the duke de Longuevilk. To preferve all 
the appearances of juiiice, he cited the prince, by the title 
of meffire William count de Naffau^ living at the Hagup 
in Holland^ to appear before his privy council'. The 
provinces of Xealandy Holland^ and Utrecht ^ were unanimous 
in the prince’s defence. They reprefented the affair to the 
jlates, who mentioned it to the count iPAvaux ; but this 
minifter having no inftruflions upon that head, M. Ifnn^ 
jpi/j was fent to folicit the prince’s affairs at Farisy vvhere he 
refided above a year to no effect. 

To account for the indifference with which the ftates of 
HoUfind and the ftates general beheld the oppreffion of a 
prince fe nearly conne£ted wnb the republic^ and to whom 
^ ^ and 
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WtSe^ hit aneeilors the Uniitd Provinces owed the greatelft 
obligations^ k will be necelTary to enter more particularly 
into the fituation of parties at this period. It t^U 
chief bufinefa of d*Avqux at the Hague^ to rear up a.ct oppA/ 

(ition to the power of the ftadtholder» and chcriih 

mains of tht JLmveJiein faction. In purfuing this fcheme^ 

he proved fuccefsful beyond probability, confltlering Thereat- 

depreiled ftate of the oppoiite ^arty a few years before, and 

the vjiflrpoiAtlarity and power of the prince of Orangof^Yit Louvef. 

firft trial of thc'ftfet^ajh of the fi<£lioii was made on the re- 

fufal of the SpaniarM^^At and the invafion of the^^^®"’ 

Ten PrAiinces that enfu^ The prince, alarmed at the 
danger* wlpch threatened the frontiers of the republic, 
caufed an extraordinary meeting of the dates, and, in con- 
cert with the penfionery FagtU the Spcnijh refident, and the 
council of flate, left no expedient untried to procure a levy 
of 16,000 men, to augment the forces of the reoubHirr 
The dates declined the requeft, under preteAce of the ne- 
cedity of confulting the provinces, which was only an ar- 
tifice of the French fadion, to gain time for darting fuch 
objedlions, or raifing fuch an oppofition as diould utterly 
difconcert the prince’s defign. At the next meeting of the 
dates t)^*s became apparent. Several of the deputies were 
irjftruftcd to give their negative to the motion. The city 
of Amjlerdam was a^ the head of the^oppofition \ and after 
violent debates, which laded for eight hours, the prince 
had the mortitication to find thathL intered and credit were 
on the decline ; for the dates feparated without coming to 
aay decifion. Even after the marfhal de Humieres had over- 
run the Netherlands^ the oppofition to the levies continued 
without (hrinking ; and it was evident, that the fadion 
apprehended more dreadful confequences from the power of 
the dadtholder, than from the ambition of the French mo- 
narch. In hopes of flattering and cajoling the proud city 
of Amjlerdam in^^ his fentiments, the prince, at the head 
of a folemn dept ution, waited upon the magidrates $ buf 
though he was received with refped^, his errand proved 
fruitlefs. Amjlerdam not only pofitively declared againh 
the levies, but was fupported in this refoluiion by Leyden^ 

Delfts SeMdam^ the Brille^ and other towns. 

• UtiSAi^PQiMTSO in all his projefis, the prince venfured 
lipon a refoiution, dedrudive of the liberty of the towns, 
and the very bails of the union of Utrecht* Findiifg he 
could Aot'carry his point in the conditutional method, by 
the confent of (very individual city, he determined that 
a plurality of ^gices fliottld be Aifficient authority. So rafh 

T . I ^ meafure. 
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%, meafurc, dictated by paiEon, was of the utmoft feiAKS 
r to his enemies. It gave them a fair oppartunity of ex- 
laiftTing againft his ambition ; it rendered their caufe po- 
pular^^and furniflied them with (he patriot Ede of thc^ 
diipuic.' Grafting oppofition upon public fpirit, they now 
proved, that upon no emergency the liberties of the conn^^ 
® ititution Ought to be infiingcd j that whoever attempts it 
inuft be an enemy to his cefuntry, and that he muft have 
dqff^i!: defigns tnan thofe which appear tatfecreye of the 
public. They maintaine^d, that b>^i(hitfg into the war 
^ kindled between the courts of V^ailks and Madrid^ they i 
" Ihould plunge themfeivcs into ^ater calamities than thofe ( 
they pretended to remove. In proof of this they alledged, 
A- that the French minifter nad already offered a plan of pa- 

^^83* cification, which Spain ought to accept, and was in no 
condiiion to refufe, even though fupported by the republic. 

; ^herc was little hope, tl^y affirmed, of the concurrence of 
any other poWer, without which no better conditions could 
be obtained at the clofc of a ruinous war, than were now 
offered before its commencement. There was no de- 
pendance, they afferted, on the promifes of the German 
princes 5 and as to the eleftors of Saxony and Bavaria^ Spain 
had tio title to expedt their interpoEtion, as the]|^ had not 
guarantied the treaty of Hwiegimu The emperor was 
fully employed in oppofing the Turks^t Sweden had hitherto 
declined interfering ; and as to the king of England^ if he 
had any rule of condudl at all, it was to efpoufe the French 
monarch. In a word, th^ urged, that it was better to 
accept the propofals now offered, than roufe the indignation 
France^ by making ufelefs levies, which would produce 
no other cffecl:, than lodging power in the hands of the 
ambitious, laying heavy duties on trade, and raiEng enemies 
to the republic . 

Notwithstanding the plaufible plea urged by the city 
oiAm/ierdamy and the heads of the French fadtion, the prince 
Hill iiiEfted, and indeed Teemed to carry his point, that the 
plurality of voices in this inftance, where the fafety of 
^che flate was endangered by the infatuated oppoEtion of 
party- prejudice, fhould be held of equal authority with the 
unanimity required by the conEitution. This was certainly 
fo daring a treTpafs on the conEitution of the provinces, 
as could not fail of exciting violent commotions. Ah 
Wa£ed out fuddenly into a flame ^ yet the prince of Orange 
purfued 'his deflgti with that cool, determined r^folution, 
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'^^ich he probably would have maintained had his country 
been laid in lilies. He obtained both a majority of th8 
cities and likewife of the provinces. Zeala 2 idj rrtjshm^.^ 

, and Holland^ firmly oppofid him ; but the ft>i me^-,wajs al 
length gained ovi-r to the (fadcholJer's meafiire? : yii. 
-would neithei^ Frlfeland nor Groningen fo much as admit^ 
*cf a deputations convince tlu-m, that they oujjht to yield 
-^te^he ffnfe of a majority. As to the city of Amfierdaut^ it 
carrie<r7naiiers fo high, as no| only to enter a^5r?*tert 
againft the lcvy**hr 4 ^^^ion, bur to declare that fhc could 
never regard this refoluS^ as aff aft of the ftates of 
land, becaufe it was not a^thorifed agreeable to the funda- 
mental principles of the government, by unanimous con- 
fent : (he therefore declared; her intention not to contribute 
to the expences of the levy. 

In the mid ft of thefe diftenfions, the Spanijh envoy pre- 
fented a memorial, urging the* ftates to declare agaifflF 
France \ in confequence of which the ftates Tent a deputa- 
tion to the count d! Avaux, propoling a furpenfion of arms 
for four months- Thi? taking no efteft, the prince of 
Orange thought the opportunity now offered for accelerating 
the motions of the ftates, and humbling the ciiy of A/n» 
Jlerdatn,^ In conceit with the SpaniJJj ambaffador, he had in- 
tercepted fome difpatches from the French ambaffador to his 
court> in which he acquait:Cs his ma^fty v/ith the methods 
he had praftifed to influence the i» -i>iftrates of the city, 
and the Turns expended in corrupting the deputies. Thefe 
letters were produced in a full affembly of tlie ftates, the 
prince moving that two of the deputies chiefly concerned 
fhould withdraw before they were read. He then declared, 
that they contained a clandeftine correfpondence between 
M. d* A'Vaiix and the city of Amjlerdam, inconfiftent with 
the honour, the liberty, and the fafety of the republic. 
Upon this they v/ere read aloud, and produced fiich an 
effeft, that the ftates ordered copies to be tranfmitted to 
all the cities in the provinces, and the papers of the whole 
deputation to be fealed up, until the fenfe of the ftates 
general fhould be conltilced. The ftream of popularity now 
took a different channel. The people ciaipoured againft: 
the magiftrates of the city; the French amballador gre- 
lonted a memorial to the ftates genera^, renewing his maf- 
fcr*s former propofals of peace j but litrle regard was paid 
to overtures which were ufed as an artifice to ward oft an 
enquiry. The prince, the pcnfionery, and the comcil, 
urged the neceflj^y of new levies with more vchemeoce 
than ever, an.^hey left no means uiuiied of projurin x 
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the fame fubmiffion to an z& of the majority) which th^ 
^|inci^es of the confiitution required to the zSt of the 
Wholehody, 

rcfpefl: to the letters read in the affcmbly, •• 
were vindicated by the magiftrates of Jmjierdam^ who 
^Hedged, that the cypher was mifinterpreted; •'.r.d that the^" 
deputies had adled entirely by their diredlfon. They then 
demoded the papers belonging to the deputa tioru ^hich" 
hadr B&n feized, and fecifritv for their^^uties to attend 
the public fervicc. Not faJsfied witfftfiTs, they fent circu- 
lar letters to all the cities of the up^n, complainii^g of the 
affront put upon their deputies \nnA to excite the ^rmeht» 
M. d^Avaux infixed upon the reftitution of his letters, the 
intercepting of which was an ihfradlion of the laws of na- 
. tions, and the fights of ambafladors. All this was adding 
combuftibles to the flame. William adhered to the charge 
With his ufual, {lability. Inflead of refloring the papers, he 
infilled upon an inquiry, which however be could not ac- 
complifli, as the privileges of all the deputies were interefted 
in the event. At the fame time he purfued the main ob*- 
je£l of the levies, and procured a farther fupply of horfe 
and foot for the fervice of his catholic majelly: his own 
guards were fpecified in the number of auxiliaries^ and 
had otven out that he (hould take the field in perfon, when 
the Itates of Groningerf ZTii Frifeland objeflcd to the vote of 
augmentation, becaufe their deputies were abfent. They 
therefore infilled upon recalling the troops, and recom- 
mended, that all poflible means fhould be ufed, to difpofe 
the court of Spain to accept of the propofals made by the 
French^ by which a dangerous war would be prevented, and 
the fionriers of the republic preferved. William^ however, 
carried all before him. The reinforcement fent to the 
marquis de Grana amounted to 14,000 horfe and foot: the 
ftates fignified, in their anfwcr tp the remonftrances of 
Frifeland and Groningen^ that they could not recal this re- 
inforcement ; the tail divifion of the pripce’s guards were 
M their march to Flanders^ his own field- equipage was in^ 
mdlnefs, and the day was appointed for his fetting out 
td co-operate v/ith the general in the tronduA of 

the campaign, when a menacing memorial from d^Avaux^ 
exprefled in a {file of authority, (hook the refolution of theo 
{lates, dilFufed a panic through every department of the 
republic, and, in defpite of the iladthoIderS utmofl elForts, 
put a {lop to all vigorous proceedings. ' iFAvoux* memorial 
Wii$ oppofed^ by a counter-rmemorial front the Spanijh en- 
voy, in which he put on a great flicw ti^^nagnanimity, 
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operated but littfe oi^fc minds o}^the dates, as it afaa 
unfupported with the requifite power. A refolution was 
therefore taken to treat with the French minifter on the* 
jropofals made in his former memorials. But d^AvauFno^ 
tefufed to ftand by thofe conditions. He aliedged, that 
circumftanccs were changed, that the dilatory proceBS'in^^ 
qf the JW<fc»^vernment had obliged the king to enter 
upon new meaful^S, and that his^majefty was deterlhined not * 
'td in the fmalled degree from the propofali^ [le 

now delivered. The dates diew|d their inclination 
ccpt any terms. 'ITicyt^ere intimidated by menaces, druck 
I with the flower of and iSbapable of being wound ^ 

up by the fpirited remond^nces of the prince of Orange^ * 
to the neceflary pitch of rcidluiion. Frifeland and Gronin^ 
gen befides continued in thrir oppofition to the levies, and 
the city of Am/ierdam podtively refufed contributing to the 
fupport of the forces. Conferences were at length opened 
with d^AoauXj and his terms acc€»pted, upon which ordeilT? 
were fent to the troops in Flanders to defiftYrom all hof- 
tilities^ 

The French fadiion liaving gained this great point, de->» 
termined to fubjedl the prince of Orange to dill greater mor«- 
tifications. As foon as the treaty with France had palTed 
thq ufual* forms, the dgtes came to a refolution to difband 
all the forces raifed to affid Spain^ confiding of 1446 horfe 
and 9042 foot. The magidrates of Amjierdam puflied their 
animo^ty fo far, as to invite prince Oajimir of Najfau and 
his court to their city, with intention to confer upon him 
the dadtholderfhip, in the room of his coufin the prince of 
Orange. This projed, however, was baffled by the harmony 
fubfiding between the two princes, and the magidrates de- 
termined to compenfate their difappointment by fome other 
method of revenge no lefs flgnal and mortifying. Their 
deputies were inftruffed to propofe in the alfembly of the 
dates, that enquiry might be made into the date of the 
navy ; that the fleet Ihould be augmented ; that the army 
ihould be farther reduced ; that the pay of the officers and 
foldiers ihould be diminiihed, and the money i/Tued for re- 
pairing fortifications and other public fervices, ihould be fru^ 
gaily managed, and the accounts accuraaely examined, 
^hefe propofais were direfUy pointed againit the power 
und authority of the dadtholder ; but they had fuch an* ap^ 
pearance of patriotifm that they could not be openly op- 
pofed. Yet as they afFe£fced the intered of fuch a numbe|: 
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^of individuals, it was no difficult matter for the prince," 
without appearing in the difpute, to parry ^hc thruft made 
^at prerogative, and piocure a negative in the aflembly. 
Thus Lewis again re vived the diircnhons of Holland^ roufed 
a.fa§ion which had for fome lime lain dormant, and onc^ - 
Inore gained fuch influence in the n public, as enabled him 
to keep ujp the ball of contention, pu vent aV'^'A/j'^vous rtfp- . 
lutions,' maintain the provinces in a kind^df iubjedion, and 
Ifctit the authority of the (ladthokler. ^ 

ilE events of this )cjir afibrcletl a pij^Tpedl: to the ftadt- 
holder of a clof r conne&'Oii ve\i):^ngUimL His father-in- 
law, the duke of Torkj fuccecdu; to tnc crown, rtnd it was 
expeded he would : ave exceed his influence with the 
French monarch, topiccure jfiflice to the pnnee, with re- 
fped to his print ipal'ty and other territories, epprefl’ed, im- 
poveriflied, and ferzecl by Lewis. He was fully apprifed 
of all the grievatKcs of which Ifllllnm had calually and 
•Truitlefsly foyght redrefs/' The marlhal de Lorges came am- 
bail'ador from PWjaiiks, to compliment him on his accidlion; 
he had the fairelt cccafron ol do^ng his fon eminent fer- 
vice ; but he refrained, and difplayed a cold nefs which was 
foon after improved into invincible hatred. All the Dutch 
writers, contrary to the teftimony of Englift) hiftotians, 
afTcft, that both the prince and the republic t6ok etfery 
method of cultivating the friendftiip of James^ and thit his 
highnefs proceeded fd far upon the king's accellion, as to in- 
timate to the dulcc of Monmouth^ then refiding at the Hague^ 
that he might look out for another afylum. Yet did ihefe 
tenders of friendfliip produce no return ; on the contrary, 
"James referved, indifferent, and civil, to the prince and 
the ftates general. To the former he (hewed feme remains 
of the diflike he exprefled to the marriage of the piincefs 
his daughter ^ and to the latter, his bigotted averfion to the 
liberty, the religion, and the national -ch a ia61er of the HoU 
landers. Yet he affedted complying with the temper of the 
nat’on, by declaring, that he would maintain the ballance 
of Europe with the fleady hand of juflice, and treat upon 
level wiih the proud Lewis U Grande. His embalTy 
lowever to the court of Rome afforded a bad prognoftic, and 
became the fcbjedl of uncafincfs, not <'<nly to the ftates 
ger^pral, the piince of Orange, and all the proteftant princes 
and powers 5 but even to catholics, w ho wiflied well 
Gre^^t Briuwty and fort Taw that the king’s bigotry wculd 
fubjeft him to the cou nfds of the pontifr, and conne(9; hin^ 
clofely with the heufe of Bourben. Ronquelh, the 
unifi sanhsif^ndor, is laid to have intimatt'd his apprehen- 
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Cons upon this head, by ^hich he gave great ofFence to tlAe 
monarch. • i 

Though the duke of Monmouth had retired to Brujpii^ 
in confequence of the hint given him by the prince of 
Orange^ great numbers of malccon tents flill refided m Hgl 
/tfwd^ ^atticu iajly the earl of Arg^le^ who was making the 
jutmoft^ffCpilNjigns to return in a hoftile manncPriP his na- 
country, and continually «ij)urring Monmouth to thofe 
amStiicKS projects, which he was%oii the point of reliijgffith- 
ing. Skelton^ minijl^, bad notice of what was 

tranfafting. Accordin^y he pfWented a memorial to the 
ftates, dtifiring the pcfforf:vof the refugees might be feized,' 
and the veflels freighted for'otonveying arms and ammunition 
to Great Britain (topped in tfte harbours, which he fpecified. 
He gave in a lift of names’ obnoxious to the government ; 
and the ftates feemed willing to (hew the utmoft refpedt 
to the couit of London^ but without violating the law^s 
horpitality. 'rhey ordered the fearch required to be made, 
after having hinted to the nialccontents the neceffity of 
of withdrawing themfelves and their efteSs. This has 
been urged by Engltjh writers as a proof, that the Dutch 
government connived at the intended invafion ; though, if 
weconfider the artifices by which the tlilafteiled fuhjedls of 
G^at Britain procured their arms, ammunition, and money, 
the protection afF /uicl to all ftranger^s, by the fjndamental 
laws of the conftitution, the late di'pute with the French 
king upon a fubjedt of a fimilar n ure, and a variety of 
other circMmftanres, it will appear evident, that the ftates 
were far from giving them any encouragement, and that 
they did all in their power to oblige the king of England^ 
confidently with their honour, the principles of their govern- 
ment, and the humanity due to the unfortunate. The Continue 
ationot'Nuville^, indeed, affirms, that notwiihflanding they 
had no reafon to be fatisfied with a prince who was the author 
of two wars, and had conftantly fomented divifions between 
the king his brother and the republic, yet they prcfently 
complied with the envoy’s demands, by fending copies of 
his memorialj, and of his lift, to all the towns and cities of'i 
the Seven Provinces^ commanding the magiftrates to make dili- 
gent fcarch after the perfons pointed at, and fo oblige thcfn^ 
tc^qiiit the territories of the republic. That the malecen- 
Wnts were actually embarked for Scotlmd before thefe 
orders were ifiued, was certainly one of the firft pulslic 
eaufes of difeontent between the two nations. James a!- 

f Hill, tom, in. p. 84, 85. 
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^ l^jged, that the ftates had affiflCd in ftirring up rebelllolx 
among his fubje^ls ; and, to ihew his refent|nent^ he chv 
cftura^d the Algerines to declare war afreih againft the 
United Previnees* 

However folid and fincere the late peace concluded 
King between their high mightinelles, and the piratical ftatee of 
Janies ex-^Jlgiers^ Y^i^ht appear, the great commercp^f Irh 

eiits the the Mediterranean^ and the .^raluable prizes "every day be^ 
Algerines for£^)i|^ir eyes, together i^ith^thc fuggeftibns of the Ci^t 
toanAjar L^on^ were too povRrral temotaxions to be refifted 
by a barbarous, avaricio\^./\awleJ^eoplc. They there<« 
repubhc. began their piracies, alM to fan£tify thofe rob- 

beries with the name of jullic^ they publilbed a declara- 
tion of war, in which wcreTpccified a variety of grie- 
vances, real or pretended, though they had never previ-r 
oufly demanded redrefs. An incredible number of vef- 
4hJs fell into their hands, the crews of which were con- 
fined, the cargoes taken out, and the (hips abandoned to 
the fury of the winds and waves, with perhaps ope or two 
of the more helplefs hands on board. It refleded but 
little honour upon Jamesj that while every chriftian port 
in Europe was fhut againft thofe violators of equity, or- 
der, and the laws of fociety, they were in a manner pro- 
teded xtk England. They had leave to fculk in th^ creaks 
and harbours on the ^nglijh coaft, to lie in wait for their 
prey, to retire thither when purfued, to fell their prizes, 
and to fupply themfelves with every neceiTary. This at 
Icaft is the allegation of foreign writers, nor do we find 
it refuted, upon credible authority, by the apologizers of 
the errors of that unfortunate monarch. On the other 


hand, the ftates, by way of reprifal, altered their conduc);, 
and now extended their protection to all the declared ene-t 
mies of the king and government. They fled in crouds, 
to cake fhclter under the wing of the republic, and the 
ftates thought themfelves juftified, in purfuing the dictates 
of humanity and hofpitality, while they at the fame time 
obtained their revenge. Sir Exahert Peyton was among the 
l^iumber of the Englifls refugees. He was highly obnoxious 
the court, and ikreened bimfelf againft the king’s re- 
ic»tment, i' timely retreat to An^erdam^ that univerfal 
afylam for diflrefs, misfortune, and too frequently for vil- 
lainy. yames formed a defign of feizing this exile by ope#« 
viohnee, knowing the refolution of the ftates, not to fur- 
render him in confequence of remonfttances. Certain na- 
tives of Creat Britain^ who held commiflions in the Dutch 
army, were employed in tfai^ outrage, laws of the 
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coEnmonwealth^ and Si^lm the en?o]r condu<5led at? 

in perfou. Peyton was feized ; bat he was rcfi^ued 5 
by the populace, who committed to prifon the officers who 
had thus unjuftifiably trefpafled upon the conftitution. 
*Khi^^j^s remonftrated to the court of London^ and in' ' 
^jlAah the king thought proper to difavow 

|ill knowledge of the violence j we ver, when ar^rocefs 

was termed againft the criminafcj. when the laws 
likely to take plac<tv.and their iivcj were in danger, ^mes 
interpofed, and requefted that punifliment might be 
yeferred to him, and that as they were fubjeds ot Great 
Britain^ they might be tried'jby the laws of their country. 
On this occaGon the ftates ^wed their refpedf for the 
king; they even paid him nio^ deference than they had 
ftewed for Lewis the Greats In the zenith of his power and 
jglory. The French king’s officer was condemned, and 
brought on the fcafFold ; the EngRJh offenders, though in 
the fcrvice of the ftates, were fent over to England^ i^ 
hopes the king would have at lead not countenanced 
them ; but they were difappointed. James not only par- 
doned, but preferred the criminals to a higher rank in the 
army than they before enjoyed. 

siD?s thefe caufes of mutual difeontent, Jai^^es en- 
larged the breach, by a revival of the antient difputes be- 
tween the Englijh and Dutch Enji. India companies, with 
refpedt lo the trade of both nations Bantam^ which the 
Dutchy by ?. revolution effefled in the covernment of that 
country, had artfully monopolized. The Englijh com- 
pany indeed had prefented a petition to tite king, praying 
his interpofition, and (hewing the injury fuftained by their 
commerce, from the arbitrary proceedings of the Holder's 
in that quarter. They fpecliied a number of violences 
committed by the Duich^ under the fandfion of the young 
king of BantanC% name ; they demonftrated their defign of 
excluding all Europeans from that trade ; they expedfed his 
maiefty to procure them juftice, reparation of their Ioffes, 
and fecurity for their future commerce. Jams mentioned 
the affair to the DuUb ambaffador, and he denied the 
charge \ upon which inflrudlions were fent f6 the Enghfi^ 
mipifter at the Hagm^ to- repreient the complaints of the 
company to the ftates general. This produced conferen- 
ces between the commiffioners of the two companies,«of 
which the reader has already had an account ( A). From 

the 

(A) It miift bec^feffisd that pear in the anfwer of the Dutch 
l^cac artifice Aicane, ap- deputies, |p the charga-^hi* 
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• theking*»fo warmjy patroniilng the India company) an4 
other circumftances, it was inferred at the^Uagufj that Jhe • 
^waniecl the opportunity of coming to an open rupture 
with the republic. % 

WmtE the ftates kept a drift eye on all the occurren- 
Stat€ of ' CCS that palled in England^ they were not ot ^ 

condu^of France. They endcavourcifio to conduct 
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thcmfelves, with refpeft^do the court of Ferfailles^ as* ttf 
lifiliiKain the tranquillicy/of^he republic, and the repofe of 
Europe. They Aippreffed^J^ll em^oir;’ at the inhumanity 
(hewn the French proteKants, and the cruelties committed/ 
‘ in the principality of Orange. ^ Party and policy noth con-' 
tributed to prevent their ir^erpofing for the prince of 
Orange^ and procuring him .t!i« juftice he petitioned. They 
winked at many other afts of Lewises derpotlfm, out of 
dre?d of his power ; yet with all tht-ir caution, a flight 
accident had almoft eo^broiled them with that monarch* 
Two DuUlf men of war, going to Villa Nova to wood 
and water, fell in with a French fqiiadron of eight men of 
war, commanded by the duke Mortemar, The French 
admiral required certain honours to be paid to the king's 
flag, to grant which the Dutch captains were not authorifed. 
On their refufal, the duke fired a broadfidc, and«;n aftion 
enfued^ which lafted for five hours. One of the tfuUh 
captains perr^eiving tj^ie fuperiority of the enemy, (heered off, 
the other bravely maintained the engagement, was killed, and 
his (hip taken, after he had made the French admiral pay dear 
for his viftory. Immediately the count d^Avaux prefented 
a memorial to the ftates genera!, demanding fatisfadlion 
for the infult offered to the king’s flag. He alledged, con- 
trary to all probability, that the Dutch were the aggreffors, 
and confirmed his allegations with fuch menaces, as de- 
termined the ftates to fend an embafly to Verfailles^ to put 
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bited by the Englijh company, left to the judgment of thofc 
^There remains no doubt that who are fufiiciencly acquainted 
tfiey wcreguil^ of numberlefs with the fitu^tidn Of his affairs 
andr that their de- at this ' period, ft is fufficlent 
figa was to become the only ’proof, ch|Lt >;che Dutch did tKxt 
commercial European powt in aft wliolly dpon^the fquare, thA 
but whether this was the the and other nations 

proper feafon for 7^^ to,en* made djlr^ly the fame com-- 
ter upon fre(h difputesi muft be plaints as the Englijh. 
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^ manner poflible. Not-* 

^JQShftanding jnftice and equity were on their fide, it was 
found nece/Siry to make ^onceffions, and procure th? ref- 
*titution of their fhip, by mean fubir/«lion. This com- 
has inde^ been always di.^inguilhed forteefk- 
every '^ncid^nt, every defpicable 
^MmpUan^,* own advantage. Pride in oii^or two 

'inftances blinded her to her intfi^fts ; in general thaM^]d 
every other paffion were mack nbfervient to her a\fi^ice.' 

While fhe was mr.kirg ackno wl edgments to Lewis^ and 
. imploring his pardon for injuncs*4he had fuffered, for pre- 
fuming t(f Hand in her own defence, this republic was 
harbouring the ingenious, exigent artifans, driven out of 
his dominions, and pcrfecuffl ^n account of their reli- 
gion 5 (he was eftablilhing ne9f manufaflures upon ihc 
ruins of the French induftry, and rendering the liberty 
her conllitution ufeful to the ex^nfion of her commerce.* 

Hitherto the Dutch traded wholly with the ^commodities 
of other countries, nov/ they tried to raife a foundation 
for trade among themfcltcs, and they fucceeded* by dint 
of perfeverance. They imported a breed of cattle from 
fuiland^ and the northern kingdoms, which they fattened 
and exported to the neighbouring countries. They erect- 
ed ^ variety of hard-ware manufaftories, chiefly with a 
view to their Eaft and IFeJi India colonies, and in a fliort 
tini'’ they became the moft diftinguifhed of any people 
in Europe^ for a happy knack in ng toys and baubles, 
for which they found a rapid fale, not only among the 
barbarians of Jfta^ Africa^ and America^ but all the civi- 
lized nations of Europe, 

The jealoufy between the ftates and Great Britain in the Thp jea- 
mean time daily increafed ; and it was confiderably aug- ioujy 
jnented by the (hare the prince of Orange had in the famous t^jcen 
league of Augjbffff^ which was fuppofed to operate fo power- England 
fully on the fubfequent revolution in England \ though we WKol- 
mutt confefs wex:annot difeover by what means it acquired l*”d . 
any influence in this event. The ftates took the alarm at 
the king’s aflembling his forces, iiTuing out commiffions for 1 
repairing and augmenting his navy, afligning a ftau d 
nual fum of ago, 000 /. to be iflTued quarterly out of 
treafiiry for defrayii^ the expences of the marine, slid 
hStding a powerful fquadron in continual readinefs. 

They fiifpeded, froni; thefe formidable preparations, that 
fome great blow meditated ; and their writers alledge, 
that the priefts wh^ .f^armed about the king’s perfon, and 
were prcfuii}ed .A b6: entirely Acquainted with the fer 
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crets of his cabinet^ infiBuatedf that the ftroke was levelW 
againii: the republic, and that the French woxiarch wpuld ^ 
joii> his weight, to render it dccifive. It we may credit 
the teftimony of biAop Burnet *, this fufpicioa was nofr J 
wholly. witho\it foundation. However this may be, Jamisy^ 
certainly had not laid afidc the appearance^of frie^d^n- . 
the rcc'iblic. His envoy Skelton w'as {^'KtSr'from 
Ha^ueynnd fucceeded b" the marquis d'AlbmlUy veiled 
the powers of envo,-^ extraordinary. At his firft public 
audic/ncc, this minillcr g^Q^he ilates the ftrongell allurances 
of the king his mafter’sr . w^ard for the republic, and Arm 
refolution inviolably to obferve all treaties concluded with 
the Ilates lince his acccillon'’ He endeavoured to dilh pate 
all the appi'chenfions they h:Q too ralhly entertained, from 
the malicious fuggeflio^.:; 'of perfons difafFedlcd to his ma- 
jefty’s perfon and government ; and he concluded with fo* 
Jemn protellations, that the preparations which gave birth 
to their fears, had no other objcdl than the prefervation of 
the repofe of Eto'QpCj and the defence of the Bf itljh domi- 
nions. In his private negotiation with the prince of Orange^ 
be aflured his highnefs, that the king had no defign of 
injuring himfclf and the princefs in their right of Aicceflion 
to his crown, in cafe of failure of diredl male ifllie. Other 
matters were hkewife treated of, in a vaiiety ' i confcnitfices 
the Brii’ijh minillcr had with the prince; but its they have 
no relation to the general aSairs of the republic, wc fhall 
omit them. Sufficient it is, that a refolution was taken 
of fending M. DykreUt^ in quality of envoy, to the couit 
of Londotty with inllruclions to expoftuLite boldly with the 
king, upon the metfures he was purfuing at home and 
abioad, and to cfTcdl a better underfianding between him 
and the fladtholo'er. Before the departure of this minilter, 
Ahbevtlle had prefented two memorials, one upon the fubjedt 
of the hidta commerce ; and another, requiring, that dodor 
Burnet y an Englifi^ clergyman, afterwards raifed to the fee 
of Salifiuryy might be baniflicd the territory of the ftatc. 

^ £)^ The negotiations in England and Holland turned upon 
the abolition of the penal laws, and the repeal of the teft- 
a^l, to which the king wanted the prince of Orafigis coii- 
<icnt, who w^s now confidcred as prefumptive heir t^) the 
csDwn, in right of his princefs; but fKlliam did notVeem 
inclinable to yield any of the liberties of the protefWht 
rciigion. He even declared poiiriveJy, that he could not 
carry his refpedt to the king fo far, as to facrifice his^icli* 
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.0 hit inclination to* oblige his father-in-law. This 
Ji^mncis dccermined the king to have recourfe to violent 
mvafures. He made freih levies, augmented his re- 
called by proclamation all the Englijh leamen in foreign fer**. 
vice, and by a letter to the ftates general, demanded' 

in their fervice, a demand with which 
was ieniibiw the ftates would not, and couldf-'kot, com-/ 
ply. A civil anfwcr however Vas returned ; in wh ^^ J ^ is 
inajefty was given to un\^C;|^apd, that no treatiej/^ebn- 
ventions, or articles, betw<^tte two nations, authorifed 
their fending back the £r///y?RKAps, cfpecialJy at fo critical 
a cOnjuni^ure, unlefs the kingdom fhould be attacked by 
feme foreign enemy. arguments which the ftates 

urged in apology for their \fufal were indeed forcible and 
irrefragable ; but we can by means agree with their 
writers, that the prince of Orange had no hand in procuring 
this refolution. If we may crejlit them, he had at this 
time no eye to the crown of England^ becatife the queen 
was now declared pregnant ; though we have the exprefs 
teftimony of all the Eflgitjh hiftorians, that Dykvddt had 
private inftrudlions from the prince, to treat clandeftinely 
with the Englijh maleconccnts, and that he executed his 
cotnmiifiori with equal fecrefy and fuccefs. Bifhop Burnet^ 
who then refided at the prince’s court, acknowledges that, 
previous to Dykveld^s departure, he^ held frequent confe- 
rences with the prince and princefs upon the affairs of 
England^ the difeontents of the Englijh nation, the danger 
which threatened the proteftant religion, and the other 
preliminaries to a revolution. Indeed the great concourfe 
of the nobility and gentlemen of diftin£boii at the prince’s 
court, the correfpondence he kept up in England^ and the in- 
vitations which he laboured to procure from that country, are 
ftronger proofs of his ambition and policy, than of his ftlial 
duty, his ftfffefTty, or even his attachment to religion, 
which is often ufed as a cloak, by princes, to cover deffgns 
not authorifed'either by religion or morality 

At this time the vacancy of the epifcopal fee of Cologne^ 
for which prince Clement of Bavaria, and the cardinal cf 
FurJienbergj were candidates, furnifticd the ftates gcncra\ 
with a pretence for afiembling an army in*the neighbeior- 
^hood of Nimeguen. The p^etenfions formed by the ^oft 
chriftian king Juftified this meafure ; and the augmentation 
of the Enghjh navy afforded them a fpecious handte for 
putting their marine in a pofture of defence* Both were 
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a^rriiiable mafks for the prince of Orange^ at this timet 
iiiaking preparations to invade England. Hc«had an intef- 
• view ift lyejiphalia with the eie^tors of Saxony and Branden^ 
the princes of Lunenhurgh^ and the landgrave of 
dEU^ajfftL 1 o them he communicated his febeme, which 
was of lo much confcquencc to the intcrc^^s of rdiii!l>,/ 
^ncl liberjA that they engaged for the protedion 
dtnnig ms expedition to Jj^glaiid. A fleet of fifiy large 
fiiTp3%^f war was cquipp'iPy^oU fuch a number of tranf- 
poits freighted, as woulcL for the accommodation 

of twelve ihoufand land-fcJLcs. France and England were 
Illarmed at thcl'j preparations, but neither could Penetrate 
into the ohjcdf in view. I'h^ count d^ Avaux^ however, 
received iniiiudlions to prefen^j,^ memorial lo the ftates, ex- 
prefling tne king’s aftonin^ficnt at the mighty preparations 
they were making, by fea and land, efpecially at a fcafon 
of the year wlicn the apgmeiuation of the marine inti- 
mated fome extraordinary enterprife. The marquis d'Abbe^ 
in the name of his ihitannic majefly, fupported this 
memorial by another, in which he inlHied on his right of 
cf^man.hng the < f fo extraordinary an armament. 

'J'his reijuiniliarice v/as followed by a fecond memorial from 
the I' ; . ;ivZ> ambaliador, in which he declared, that tl)e inti- 
m.itc fricndlhip liibliliing between the king his msfler a id 
the king of England^ ^would oblige him not only to afliff 
that monarch, fliouUl he be attacked, but alfo to regard the 
iirlt act of hoftiiity ag.iinft England^ as a manifeit violation 
of the peace, and a dircdc, formal dcfign of coming to a 
rupture with Fjajue, '^I'o this mcmoiial, whicli entirely 
coniiilcd of menaces, and a declaration of Lewis's purpofes, 
tiie {fates returned no anlwer : and wiili refpedt to A Abbe- 
vi/le's remonffrances, they contented ihemfelves wdth re- 
plying, that the preparations in England rendered it necef- 
iary for the republic to be upon tneir guuiV', efpecially as 
every power in Europe was bufied in raifing forces. Befides, 
they demanded an explanation of the treaty kccween France 
and Englandy in which the (fates thought themfelves par- 
ticularly interefled 

/Upon any other occafion, fo rough an anfwer would pro- 
GkVIy have procfuced a declaration of war : it now only drr w 
anotfier memorial from the Englijh minifler, and an rifu^ 
ranee, that his majefty was rcadv to co-operate with the 
ftates in prefer ving the repofe of Europe^ and enforcing the 
treaty of Nimeguen. It was evident that ^Qme% at length 
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perceived his danger. He row betrayed fymptoms of fear^ 
and proceeded fo far as to exprefs i^is d-efire of contracting 
an yiiancc with the republic^ which was difrcgarded, jrorn^’ 

,a convidioa that he was fecretly in the inecreft of France^ 
j and actually in treaty with Lewis. The HJuth .isy-»'ihe 
were fo fenfible of the weight it would give the 
\ th^ fcale of Europe, to have the p^'ince di ^ 

• Orange OTythe throne of Gre^ Britain, that they pul^^ms ^ 
meafure with the utmott vigoW ^his was the fecret 
of all their motions ; it was Ims chat filenced the votce ot 
faction, and rendered every attached to his country^^ 
though poiJibly at enmity with thehoufeof Orange, promote , 
with all his might the great defign. 

The iirft direCt confeffion v\f the deftination of the arrna* 
ment proceeded from the peiif^'^Her Fagel, who frankly 
owned to the marquis Abbeville, that tho prince of Orange^ 
in confequence of an invitation from the Englijh nobility^ 
was determined to affift them in r<f-eftablilhing the ancient 
confticution, which the king had entirely altered fince his 
accei&on. Soon after th^ftates publiflied their reafons for 
affifting the prince with troops and (hipping \ and this de« 
claration was followed by a manifefto, drawn up by the 
prince of Orange, explaining the motives by which he wa§ 
adiyited fb undertake the intended expedition to England. 

Here he enumerated the grievances of the Englijh nation, re- 
capitulated the fruitlefs attempts whicR had been made for 
precuring redrefs, couched upon the fu^ .x)red impofture in the 
birth of the prince of Wales ; and profeiTed bis own and the 
princefs’s regard for the Englijh nation, and for the liberties 
and the religion of the people. Having thus paved the way 
to a meafure which muft unavoidably produce a rupture with 
France, the prince took his leave of the flates, and em- 
barking on the 19th day of Qifober, failed out a few leagues, 
when a ftorm which fcattered the (hips in fuch a man- 
ner, that they were forced to put back, and a whole week 
elapfed before ll)ey could reafTemble at the place of rendez- 
vous. A fecond time the prince fet fail, had a favourable the princf 
palTage, arrived fafe in England, and was joyfully received of Orange 
as the deliverer of the nation ^ 

TJhe fuccefs of this expedition extremely enbarrafled 
couix of Verfailles. Lewis had^ already laid an embargo uppA 
aU*thT2)x/ri& (hipping in his ports, by which he violated an 
article of the treaty cANimeguen^ framed exprefly for the mu- 
tual fecurity of the commerce of France and Holland. Wnat 
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A. D. ^ greater violation of the laws of nations, the (hips 

"j68g!«. crews were forced by threats to enter into the king’s ferv[cc, 

* ^by Which means he manned a great number of men of war 
. r _wUh little trouble. In apology for this conduct, Lewis ur-* 
;cf\he refolStion faid to be pafTcd in the ftates to prohibit r 
c importation of French manufaftures, though his 
d by^ cdi6l exprefsly forbid the importation iniv/uis 
jniaibnr ot Dutch herrii^, and other commod\ies. His - 
armies were already coiXMitth&g hoftilities in Gerynany^ and 
the Dauphin commandeef h^^^erfon at the fiege of Philipf 
burgh. It was not the iniftreil of Lewis to multiply his enc- 
* mies ; but he faw that the prince of Orange^ fuccfcfs in Eng- 
land would neceflarily engagrf the Dutch to enter into the 
confederacy againft him : it ,ms therefore his bufinefs to an- 
ticipate their defigns, attack them before they could be 
aflifted by the prince of Orange^ and probably by the whole 
ftrength of the EngUJh nation. With this view he declared 
The king war againft^he republic, on pretence that their high might!- 
^France nefles manifefted, by their formidable preparations, their 
eltclares intention of breaking the treaty, ‘Ond co-operating with the 
*ivnr a- princes engaged in a league to oppofe the elevation of the 
gahjf the cardinal Furjhnberg to the deflorate of Cologne, It was no 
repMte, furprife to the ftates to fee this declaration j it was expefled, 
and foon anfwered by a counter- declaration, in which the 
aflertion of the French monarch was refuted, and all the in- 
croachments, violations, arbitrary proceedings, and oppref- 
lions committed by the court of Verfailles fince the peace of 
Nimeguen^ were clearly enumerated. They demonftrated, 
T^^Dutch that ambition, and the lull of conqueft, were the caufes of 
av/hverihe the invafion of the provinces in the year 1672 : that neceffity 
declara • alone, and the valour of the prince of Orange^ had forced 
Lewis to make peace with the republic in 1678, only to re- 
cover frcfti vigour, and as it would now appear, to involve £«- 
rope again in the flames of war, from Wirid>»however, if he 
attended to his real intereft, he could not expefl to be a 
gainer. They urged, that the king paid rx-o regard to ge- 
neral or particular treaties ; that he loaded the Dutch com- 
merce with every kind of impofition, and had afluaUy put 
an entire flop to fome branches of trade, exprefsly regulated 
a late trftity of commerce. Nothing could dj.pl^y in 
Uionger colours his arrogance; and injufticc, than hir;(£i“zing 
all the Dutch {hips in his ports, and obliging the mariners :o 
fefive in his navy, without any other fhadow of excufe for fo 
flagrant a violence, than the republic’s charging French 
commodities with the fame incumbrances to which their own 
were fubjefled in the king’s dominions^ They affirmed, 
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that all his aflTurances, by folemn embaffies, were only fnarcs 
td lull the neighbouring ftates into ^ecurity ; his treaties of* 
pcac*e, neceffary fteps towards renewing the war \ his wgrd, i 
his honour, and his faith, proftituted to the purpofes of am- 
bition, and the rage of conqueft : in a word, t^iat his whole 
rprduft was a fencs of fliuffling, tergiverfation, tyranny^ 
I)erfidy. j 

' "Noth^g could be more keen, animated, and 
than the terms in which this cWlai^tion was couched. t'S- 
flates were fenfible they couldV^pcd no favour from Ixivis^ 
and they determined to roufc "'^irits of the people by this 
proof of th^ir own courage, and dVident detc£lion of the 
artifices of the French monarch. Their frontiers were co- 


vered by a powerful army, i;.ondu<Slcd by prince JValdek^ 
and compofed of the troops ot ^r^^uknhurgh^ Luncnhnrghy 
HeJJe Cajfely and other Gennnn Ihite^, joined to the forces 
of the republic. They were oppofed by ^le marilial de Hu^ 
mieres^ and bodi armies were encamjfed ori oppory:c banks of 
the Sambre. The prince repeatedly oft'ered battle, which 
was conftantly declined by the inarCial, //ho was ftrongly 
entrenched, and watching^cvery opportunity of taking the 
enemy at a difadvantage. 

The whole preceding year was confumed in preparations, 
cncampmefits, llratagems, and endeavours to bring on a 
dccifive aflion. Spain^ Germany^ and Savoy^ now declared 
againft France , but Lewis had fent fuefc numerous armies 
intc the field as were fufficient to ma^’ head againft all his 
enemies. His ftrength feemed to increafe in proportion as 
they multiplied, and he was never fo formidable as when 
he combated fingly more than half the power of Europe. 
Luxemburgh fucceeded de Himieres in the command, and 
IValdek foon experienced, in the plains of Fleuris, the valour 
and capacity of the new general, who was the pupil, the 
friend, and the adjT«j|;er of the illuftrious Conde, The con- battle 
federates were llTefeated after a violent conflift, about fix 
thoufand prifongr^ were made, all the cannon taken, and ns. 
prince JValdek reduced to the necelfity of afting defenfively 
for the reniainder of the campaign 

Noi^^rHSTANDiNG xho Dutch were defeated at Fleurts^ 
the t^^w behaved with uncommon intrepidity,«and prince 
Wal £d : ^^ formed all that could be expefteJ from confum- ^ 
maji? aRiities. Luxemburgh dill juftice to both, and con- 
fefied that never was viftory more obftinately contefted, or 
a retreat more formidable than that of the Dutch infantry. 
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who were exalted abov^ the Spanljh infantry at RocroL It 
Was^ow the cndeavour'of the ftates to rcidforce their -ar- 
my with all poffible expedition, and to reftore the fpirit of 
the troops by/^ewarding their valour. A fum of money was*' 
(liftri^ted among the infantry, and the higheft praifes were I 
D^owed upon their condufl. I'hc regimentc whici\ he/*'5if- ^ 
were relieved hv frefli troops drawn odf^of gzfi 
)«li|nfthe elector of Brfndenaurgh with a Lod/of forces 
joined the army, and fuch vJ^rous meafures were taken as 
prevented Luxemlurgh*s any advantage from his 

^ viftory. ^ ^ 

ENGLAND and Holland were now united in the 
ftri£):cft bonds of alliance, th^gh the difturbances in Ireland 
prevented king Willianuf^x embarking deeply in the af- 
fairs of the continen^^.^To execute the great fcheme pro- 
pofed of humbling /^ewtSy it was neceflary firft to eftablifli 
himfelf lirn^y uprn his«new throne, and cut OiF all hope 
from the iinfoicunate of ever recovering his domi- 

nions. The Dnich and Englijh fleets were lying at S/. He^ 
when advice arrived that th% French fquadron had en- 
tered the Channel. On the 23d of the admirals weighed, 
having exprefs orders to fight the enemy, notwithftanding 
their great inferiority. In all, the French fleet aixounted to 
119 fail, 80 of which were of the line, while the combined 
fquadrons did not exceed 56 fliips of the line, befides fri- 
gates. 'Fhc vail was led by the Dutch fquadron, formed 
into three divifions, under the admirals Eveitzen^ Callenberg^ 
and Fancier Pntten, Lord Torrington^ the Englijh admiral, 
'nvhirh the commanded in the center. Off JJeaJjy they came up with 
Duich tire the enemy, and the Dutch began the engagement with the 
roughly Frcmh van, led by the famous Chataii Ratiaud, who fuf- 
kandled. tained the attack with great intrepidity, but was at lafl put 
indifoider, alter a fliarp atlion, which continued for three 
hours. He was however fupported ty another divifion of 
the French fqiiadron, and the battle again renewed with the 
utmofl vigour. As the EngliJJj divifion lay*^at a confiderable 
diltance, the Hollanders were furrounded. TorrAngton en- 
deavoured to extricate them, but with fo muc^ Caution, 
that, perceii^ing their fafety depended upon their own fou- 
*rage, the Dutch made one violent effort, and hanp^*ioroke 
through the enemy. Itappe'ars from the lofs fuftaiiit:J,«^hat 
the Dutch fuftained the whole burden of this engagement. 
Three of their (hips were funk, and an equal number 
ftranded on the coaft of SuJJixy to which they fet fire, to 
prevent their falling into the cnemvi'* hands. Befides, they 
had feveral gallant officers killed, particuj^ily (he rear-admi- 
2 rals 
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fals Dici and Brocket^ and captain Ncrdety a multitujjfe 
of inferior oigcers and feamen. day the French cama 

up with captain Varden Toesy in a fixty gun (hip, difal^^d 
the lofs of her marts in the preceding aSlion, and took him 
after a defperate refiftance. In a word, it wJf univerfalJy ac- 




the en\iy>mufl: have yielded the viftory* Sq ferJ&^loAvere / 
the ftates of the gallant beWioArof the admirals, tha?':lft)«X 
received them with the hi^;! eft refped, continued -them inV 
the command, and iffued ^'V.rsfor repairing and augment/ 
ing the fleet with all portible difp^ch ; yet was it fome mov 
tificatioii to fee two ftates who had lately difputed the <^in\ 
pire of the ocean, now foiled by an upftart maritime poweiV 
reared in the fpace of a few /"-''“s, by the care, vigilance, 
and genius of Colbert^. v 

It was now expedted the war on continent would af- KhgVfiU 
fume a favourable afpedf. King* fVHukt^ by the battle of liam pre- 
BoynCy had defeated the defigns of the French monarch and Jides at the 
the uniortunate V\ng ^anm in Ireland* He crofled t^c con ^ 

feas to prefide at the congrefs at the Hague y the moft fplcn- 
did and numerous that had ever appeared. His public en- 
trance into the Hague was magnificent ; his arrival difliifed 
vigou? through the provinces ; he was confidered as the 
head of the league forming againft Lewis for the defence of 
public liberty ; and the perfonal quilities of the prince of . 

Orcuige received additional luftre om the Britijh diadem- 
Nothing could exceed the joy and reverence with which he 
was received by the ftates, to whom he paid his firft com- 
pliments. In a ftudied fpeech, his majefty iicquaintcd them 
with the fuccefs of his endeavours to fecure the liberty and 
religion of the people of Great Britainy with the ftate of 
affairs in Irelandy and with his refolution now to oppofe 
in perfon tl.^'Cnemies of the republic, to profecute the 
war with vigour, and to employ the whole ftrength of his 
new d^ir.:;ns in curbing the infolence of Francey and 
procuring an equitable, honourable, and folid peace for 
Evrppk 

^ Having difpatchcd matters with the ftates general, the 
i ates of iifc/fawrf, and the council of ^zx&y^lVtlliamy in the 
,q£?rfj>B^ace, turned his atteption to the bufinefs of th^ fon- 
> grefs, which was compuftd of a great number of fovereign 
princes, and the plenipotentiaries of all the powers eggaged 
in the grand alliance. He opened the conferences with a 
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faboured, fpiritrd haranaae, recommending vigour and una-* 
He demcnflrated, that the interelh of every indivi- 
dual concerned in the league were comprized in the fuccefs ^ 
ot the conl'cdcjfacy : he enlarged on the power of the enemy, 
the daring ambition of Lewis, the number of his ^rces, and 
ability of his generals, trained up under Tttrcnne 
thK«tK^ma{lers of the military art. In the pr^'f^^arcum- 
ikwre^^ a£fi<'n was more r^ulAje than deliberation: All the 
principal fortreiTes, which fornyfel the barrier of liberty, were 
poffeffed by the enemy, whoji^uld foon like a torrent over- 
run Germany apd the Neiferlands, if they were nqjt checked 
^by the moft fpirited efforts. Divifions, dilatory proceedings, 

' or a failure of engagements, would prove equally fatal : it 
vas in vain to oppolc fruijkfs complaints, or unprofitable re- 
. monftranccs, againtt in'-iftice ; the fword alone was the ade- 
quate protcdlor of iij^.ocence, and avenger of wrongs. Nei- 
ther the refqlutior/i of a« barren diet, nor the airy hope of 
fanguine perfona, built on a chimerical foundation, but fol- 
diers, aclion, courage, condu£I, and unanimity, could with-* 
ffand the proud elated Lewis. He concluded, that, for his own 
part, he would exert his utmoff credit^ employ his forces, ex- 
pend his whole revenue, and hazard his perfon, in refeuing 
the liberties of Europe out of the hands of an inff ;ent op- 
preflbr j and he doubted not but the Almighty would prolper 
his endeavours, if fec^nded by the fame refolutions in all the 
other allies. Upon this the congrefs proceeded to adjuff the 
proportions of money and troops which each of the parties 
engaged tofurnifti. The whole exceeded two hundred thoii- 
fand men, of whom the republic fent thirty-five thoufand. 
Next the oj)CTations of the campaign were concerted, every 
article of the alliance was fully explained, the conditions upon 
which peace would be accepted clearly determined, and the 
whole confederacy fornud agreeable to tb^4)l5n which /^; 7 - 
Uiim had delineated in his own mind, when he was no more 
than prince of Orange and ftadiholder of 
• A. D. While /WA w/; was thus exerting himfdf to'^^'cment a 
1691. powerful alliance againft France, while he was pqrfoiming 
every fundbon of a great monarch, an able politickh, aVi 
ffaunch aflbrlej of liberty, the French monarch, perceivingi^iic 
fflould be deprived of the advantages he expeiSed' 5tom the 
preceding campaign, was taking vigorous meafures for^ coV 
tinuing the courfe of his vidfor es, which would infallibly at 
length tire out the confederates, and produce thofe folid bene- 
^ts wfiich he propofed, by makiCg his cl^ief puih on the fide 
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of xiiz Netherlands. He hoped to dirconcertilll the projc3% 
of his enemies* by ftrilcing fbme fig^al b lowJ which ihould 
decide the fate of the war, before thtf allies could be rea<Jif to^ 
take the fiqld. He relied much upcip the dilat^y proceedings, 
the tedioij deliberations, and the dill^ntions whiVh wQuld pro- 
baji^^nicin fo,hetcrogeneous a league, compVed of fuchti 
vvmety ^J^^l[embers, connefled only, as he imagined^, by o^ic ^ 
tie, that\>f Iheir general ajiimofity to France. \ *^r=fign ** 
was to attack Mons^ and thereby open the gatfs of Bruj/afj 
Antwerp^ and Liege. In a wvjjrd, he perceived, ' 
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the allies had neither troop»d&^i m^azines foriped, equal to 
their mighty fehemes ; and it was upon thef/ circumftances^i 
he founded his fanguine expectations. Befidcs, Lewis hadj 
prodigious magazines upon the frontiers ; and his army wa| 
cantoned in fuch a manner as to j \ afl'embled at the (IiorteA 
notice. Hence he doubted not of t)^ng able to ihake the ■ 
credit of king William^ and detaching i'^om the confederacy 
fome of the allies, by fliewing them tha^^e perfon they re- 
garded as a hero, and their deliverer, was unable to proteCt 
them. It was with this view that the French troops were put 
in motion in the month of February^ and that Mans was in- 
vefted, before the allies had thought of taking the field. All 
Jf^ilHarnl^ endeavours could not relieve the befieged : they fur- 
reAdered, and Lewis thus Ihewed his contempt of the grand 
confederacy. A medal was flruck at Paris^ reprefenting a 
town beficgcd, with an army locking on, and the following 
explanatory infeription, Amat vision., tejles ; alluding to king 
ff^illiamy who lay with his whole army, at Hally a fpeCtator of 
Luxemburg's triumph. Scarce any thing further was attempted 
during the campaign. Lewis returned to Pariiy and William 
fet out for England. 

Notwithstanding it was the mutual intereft of Den- jyifputes 
mark and the republic to live on terms of amity, a variety of between 
caufes aror<»n.o difctlrb their friendfliip, and produce a rupture. Denmark 
Denmarky fenfible that fhe commanded the trade of the BaU and HoU 
tic^ by ^ uijs of the Soundy frequently made ufe of that cir> land, 
cum^ance to augment her revenue. She arbitrarily, and • 

^Itrary to the faith of treaties, impofed new duties upon all 
’ Itperchandize palling through the Sound. The cuftoms paid 
by DuU/^^ikh was rated by treaty ; but thts did not fatisfy 
aiit •^anijh monarch. Witlu)ut giving the ftates any previous 
intimation, he demanded *ai additional duty; and being re- 
fufed, he feized upon twenw-four merchant-men in th^ port 
of Copenhagen. So grofs a violation of all the treaties fubfiftr 


ing alarmed tlui 
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L JlnrJj : fent an ambaflador to Denmark^ 

rdmoxilll^nces brought the northern monarch 
M m 4 to 
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(p reafon. Co^^ereni^ were held, the Dutch ihipa reftoredyi 
the quarrel was rotnpron^ed) and the trade of the provinces 
VtaMithed upon the ufuaK footing ^ 

This year h/tlliamy as):hiet of the confederatcf^, fuftained 
frefh moctihcaivons. In "the preceding campaign ^e was an 
wuiieis tcjrthe glorious triumph of Lewis^ jn the 
Mons,^ It ‘was now his fortune to creft new 

W the fruitlefs attempts he made, sfu thfc head of 
^^t^rtul ar^y, to raife the^ fege of Wi;w«r. The lofs of 
this ci^y, aW of the bloody battle that enfued at Steinkirk^ 
though they d^tradted noth^g .*i the reputation of the king 
^f Great Britan^ proved extremely irkfome to thc^ftates ge- 
neral, who beheld the Netherlands gradually falling into the 
Vnemy’s hands, in defpite of their utmoft efltorts. The feeble 
^ndition indeed of the provinces, obliged William to 
decline the offer of tNii made by Spain^ and recommend the 
eledior of Bavaria toK^he government, which however proved 
but a faint To preferve the refidue of the Nether^ 

lands under the dominion of Spain^ and prevent the exorbitant 
growth of France^ by the addition ef the ten provinces, was 
evidently the objedl of the grand alliance. Hitherto all at- 
tempts to regain what had been loft proved fruitlefs, France 
was every day adding to her conquefts : it was neceffa^y there- 
fore to redouble the efforts to oppofe her. All the powers En- 
gaged in the confederacy were icnfible of the necellity of the 
mod vigorous meafures; but they fhifted the burthen from 
^tafeof their own fhoulders. The emperor’s favourite point was the 
affairs in ^“^‘‘^’^st:onquefts on the lideof the German princes, 

X Ne- tieareft danger, could ztk only under the protedtion of the 
thcrlands. whole empire ; and ibofe more remote did not care ro engage 
in the war, without a valuable confideration. The Stuifs can- 
tons lludied only to convert their neutrality to the beft advan- 
tage. Spain feemed declined in the ufc of all her faculties : 
her ufual ftrength and vigour were vaniftfed, aiTd ftie relied 
intircly upon the maritime powers for her defence and fccurity; 
England and Holland^ indc^, of all the confd3eraa.«, kept up 
to their engagements. They made up all deHcicncitrs > ,and 
JVilHam blended indiferiminately the duties of a Britijh h:i- 
narch and a Dutch ftadtholder. As the king over a gre|2,* 
ccjjnmercial pedj;)le, he could not wholly abftradl hiujifelf from 
the affairs of the continent: as the ftadtholder of 
was immediately interefted in checking the progrefa of Lewises 
conquefts. But, unfortunately f ir bis new fubje^b, he made 
no difference between the relativeyconcern of the one nation, 

* Suite de Hift. de NEuviiiLlTcf^p^:^!, 1. ii. 

and 



tr JtepuhUt of ^3 

and the Ibndameiltal neceflary int»eft \of other. In the 
fafety of me Netherlands^ Great BXtain coraributed p^ap^ 
more towards the war than the r^ublic ; y« could not that 
j&nd exp^ an additional foot of V€;rritory by vhe mu.j fortu* 

"nate iiTuei though the people were accumuls^ng dctbts, apd 
Iaj4ij|tl/e foundation of that enormous ftru^ure of public 
credi^T^teamgrds reared up, to the aftoniflimcnt f all Eurcpe. e 
The king did n*>t confine himfelf to the ’wbrjs J 

made by his generals in Gerrtdny^ the Neiherla. ids^ ' 

He projected a i'chcme^j^ich would have prove, t ■•cifive, had / 
it fucceeded. This was a dM'cnt t^n England the n eafure^ / 
for which* had been fo admirably concerted, that king 
looked upon himfelf as already rcflored to fiis throne. 

Lewis made no fecret of the intended expedition, noihiii/ 
was omitted by the queen of Englucd^ regent in the kin^ 
abfence, to fruflrate its cfFedls ; and t^ iiates-gcneral hearti- 
ly co-operated with her majefty, <^rderi.t5(j a powerful fqua- 
drori immediately to join En^ltjh admirl!7>th'^iigh they yet 
fmarted under the feverc blow received in the laft fea-tngage- 
ment. On this jun<£lion* the combined fleet amounted to I ^ , 
eighty- eight fail, near double the number of Tourville'^ fqua- 
dron, who was then waiting at Hogue for the Toulon 
ilron, Qinimanded by M. ef Eiree, To the pofitive orders re- 
ceived from the French court to fight Englifi)^ before they 
ihould be joiiicd by tiaa Dutch fleet, ma^be attributed the mif* 
c.''»*riage of this grand armament, whi-^H would otherwife have 
at lealt anfwered Lewis*% purpofe of making a powerful diver- 
Aon. In hope that the jundioti of the fleets of England and 
Holland had not yet taken place, Tourville fet ^ail, and en- 
countered the enemy off Cape Barjieur on the twenty- ninth of 
May. The allies were deferied in three divifions ; admiral 
Allemonde^ with the Dutch {hips, leading the van ; admiral 
Rujfel^ with the En^ijh red fquadron, compoflng the center ; 
and ^irJ^Jf^JJhly^ with the blue fquadron, being fta- 

tioned in the rear. The engagement began between di Am-’ 
frevtlle^ j/tio led the French van, and Allejnonde. The former 
bore/Iown upon the Dutch^ and made a very brifk attack, 

Y'*>ich was fuftained with uiilhaken firmnefs. Tourville en- 
^ged the red fquadron, and here the a£lion ^as equally hot 
and furj^iOl^ The rear divifions of both fides came up 
i^^otfthc centers, by whicU the battle became general, as 
tar as the (ituation of the ^onbined fleet would admit ; for a 
calm, that enfued, prevented RuffeVs clofing the line. ' Both 
fides fought with the utmo^vigour and impetuofity for fome 
hours, until fqjj^ofe as obliged the combatants to 

feparate. This jrecefs was, however, but of fhort duration : 

* the 
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(he Fog was difpdled, kniTourville was feen 'proficin0;{>y the op* 
|)or4|Unity to witndraw frcnn an engagetpent-to he found 
hirmclf unequal. Rear-admiral ^ovel had the addrefs to 
gain the windmrd, and i^parate Tourvilhh diviAoi^ from the 
fquadron’deftified to fupport him under PannatUr which 
the engagem^t was again renewed, and K\ie»Freny^P)^\ 
inclolc^ ^etvC ecn two fires. Never did French v^^V!!®rapp^^ 
•norr^onrpiluous ; after incredible efforts, liurmle broke 
througli the ^^nemy, and cfca^ed a purfuit by the feafonable 
interpolilion yf night. The fleets, however, were fo feat- 
hered, that tLsjy could neW get fiear of the allies the next 
ning. Th y kept the windward, which prevented his 
aking the ne^t day for La Hogue ; but declined renewing 
e engagement. On the third day fome of the divifions on 
Both lidcs came to av ^dlion, in which the French were 
worfted. Several other rencounters happened, which always 
proved favourable ihe confederates. At length, Tourville'% 
Iquadron was iintrely defeated and difperfed ; and by the de- 
ftrudlion of iixteen capital ihips, including thofe burnt in La 
Hogue by Rcoke and Allemonde^ a fttal blow was given to the 
marine (jf France^ and the defeent on England wholly fruf- 
trated. Cenfure is the infeparable attendant on difappoint- 
ment. Tourville was blamed by the French for engaging rafli- 
ly. The Englijh nation, who expefted, from their gTeat 
fuperiority, to fee theef/rwr/^ fleet brought in triumph into the 
river ^hanm^ did not refrain from afperfing the charafter of 
Allemondc and the Dutch officers. They in their turn recrimi- 
nated \ and had even the boldnefs to afiert, that admiral Car- 
ter a gallant Englijh officer who loft his life in the engage- 
ment, was corrupted. They even threw reflexions upon 
RuJ/irs conduX, and highly blamed his difpofition and tardi- 
nefs in clofing with Tourville, after the Dutch were engaged 
with the enemy’s van. Thcfe, however^are the fuggeftions 
of prejudice and paffion. FaXs evince that admirals 
behaved with the utmoft gallantry. The flate*^ did juftice to 
the valour and conduX of Allemonde ; the dar- 

ling of the Englijh nation ; and pofterity muft conl^fr, that 
Tourville performed every duty of a brave and able feaVlin, 
who had reegived exprefs orders to fight, agalnft his oj^n 
jlidgment, 

A. D. Though the marine of languifhed, in cont^iipn^e 

1693. of the fatal defeat at La Hogue} lewis made the moft fpirited 
efForts to reftore its ftrength ana vigour. Animated by difap- 

Id. ibid. VoLTAiRB SiecIcX: Ralph, and 

the Enj^liih Hiftoriaus. ^ ^ 

point- 
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pointme that monarch, fruhfallia\efoutces, ordered atl 
the (hips his ports to be equippcif. All hands were jsi tS 
work in iilding new vefilds. So much bufiliers was carried 
in thcfdocks, that a fpeftator would ha\je imawined the 
whole at^*nuon of the adminiftration was empV»ycd in lepair- 
iJ^vlT tn jvy, find putting the fleet in a rclpefeable pofture. 
Before Tw^onth of Jufu', a fleet as niimciouslis tlfe <or.ne^^ 
but mannedVdth peifons who^had fcarce ever llcheld a fliip, 
put to feU under Tourvillc^ who was kept in /le conimand^ 
notwithftanding the 'f^B^a/^^nation w’as exafpcralcd at l:is con- - 
dudf in tbe lalf aflion. I'He intciTtion of tliiy armament wa-i'j 
to intercept a large fleet of Englijh and Dui^ meichantmen,/ 
outward-bound ior ^penn and Portugal, S’r RooJie an/ 

rear-admiral Vandergoss were appointed to q(cort this fle®, 
with a fquadron compofed of thirtet.\./iw^//^,^ and Dutch 
men of war. On the twenty-third,’ burning Cape f^iucent^ 
they deferied the French fquadron ;^and two nicn of war 
in the vag, exchanged a few broadfides with ’ih'^ enemy, after 
which they flackened fail^ and waited for the remainder of 
the convoy. A calm prevented Tourvi/lc i coming up, and 
the van of his fleet did not chufe to run the hazard of enter- 



ing deeply into an etv^agement, before they had a profpeft of 
be^ng frpported. For lour days the two fleets were in fight, 
without coming to an action : at lafl an opportunity oftered 
to begin the attack, W'hich TourviUe cftibraced with great ala- 
rdty. His great fuperiority rendered ic event almoft certain; 
and Sir Genrge Rookc was fo fenfiblc of the impoffibility of 
faving the fleet under his convoy, by the utmoft diverfion he 
could make, that he endeavoured to decline battle, and make 
the firft harbours he could on the coafts of Spain and Portu^ 
gal. The enemy, however, came up with the fternmoft 
fhips, where they were gallantly received by three Dutch 
men of war^ who fought with aftonifhing refolution, and for 
fome tiiT;: Employed the whole flrengrh of the French admi- 


ral. After tl were furrounded, they obftinately refufed Xo^he 
firike, until the greater part of the fleet under their convoy French * 
had got into the ports of Cadiz and Gibraltar, At lafl: ihtdejlroy a 
Plitch (hips were taken, and with them about thirty merchant- ^timber / 
men; mqil of which TourviUe cither burnt* or funk, after 
taking^^’t their cargoes. TourviUe is juflly cenfured for jfot 
dffidiiig his ftrengih, by v^is^rh he could have prevented 
pofiibility of an efcape ; /ncj Sir George Rooke is perhaps 
lefs blameable for not engagAg, and thereby giving the mer- 
chant-fleet an opportyiity^ efcaping. Both the French and 
confederates wtre /il^tcaicu 5 the^one that the whole convoy 
V/a§ pot taken ; 4% other, that any part (hould have fallen 
J f into 




the ili^fy ^ the United Provinces; 

•into the hands of enemy. TourWtlle^ tc/repair his 
rerjor, attempted to born the combined fleet the bay 
ofUadizi but I'uch prudent meafurcs had been taken, as 
difconcerted nis projedt. He had no better futfccfs in ano- • 
Iher attempt Ac made to cut the merchant-fhips^ut of the 
bay of Gibraltar • Two frigates and fcveral s 

employed iji this enterprise ; but the galJantry^..rf^e Dutch ^ 
^and EngliflAzWox^ obliged them to retire. He however re- 
newe^l theUttack, and fent'firefliips among the enemy, by 
which mean^l feven Danijh^ four two Genoefe^ and fix 

Dutch merchi|ntmen wefc deftfflfycd. Thus ended^an expedi- 
tion, unfortur^ite indeed to the allies, as well as to Tome neu- 
tral nations, aiid neither glorious nor beneficial to France. 
k Mean time the campaign in Flanders went on with great 
\igour. Th - battle was loft by the allies, and 

the king of England/^ reputation was fomewhat diminifhed 
for not avcidingyln adkion, in circumftanccs when even a 
vidlory could trjTO produced no folid advantage, and he could 
fcarcely hope not to be defeated. France magnified her 
triumph, and the allies concealefi their difgracc. Charleroi 
furrendered to Luxemburg^ and this was almoft the only fruit 
of a vidlory dearly purchafed, and highly celebrated. The 
French general’s addrefs in improving every advantage*, and the 
king of England'^ alertnefsin repairing an error, acquired ’both 
immortal honour. It was now that the confederates, and in 


particular the ftates-general, began to complain of the con- 
dudl of the Swifs cantons, who had engaged to obferve an 
cxadl neutrality. The redudlion of Namur, and the vidlo- 
rif^s at Steinkirk and Neerwinde or Landen, were attributed to 
AUerca- the valour of their troops in the fcrvice of France, The ftates 
iioH he- alledged, that hiring out their forces to Lewis was contrary 
iiveen tbs to the neutrality they profefled, and an adlual hoftility againft 
Swifs can- the allies. Befides, by the treaty of Milan, the cantons enoraged 
inns and that their troops in the French pay (houfS only Be , ‘^'/.ployed in 
the allies, the defence of towns, of which Lewis was. poflefled in the 
year 1663. In confideration of this, Spam and the empire 
had paid them a fubfidy, which was doubled at the approach 
of the prefent war, when they renewed their engagements 
not to a6l q/Fenfively. In all the late a6lion^ it appeared 
«^.here had been near thirty battalions of Swifs in^St^try, who 
had fought with the fame defj;>erate fury and animollty,^^ if 
the cantons had been at zE u^ war with the confederates. 
The courts of Vienna and A^{drid now joined the ftates-ge- 
neral, in remonftrances upontl\is proceeding fo contrary to the 
intention of treaties, and theY^hSWfelemn engagements. 
The mod fpiriced memorials were prefe ited and difregarded. 

The 
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The em^or and Catholic king tReir refentmenti 

not only Iw ftoppiilg the I'ubfidiest bjc by cutting off all coni^ 
municatioA between Switzerland and their Itclian domiiltons. 
la partiewr, they forbad their fubje£ts to iell corn to the 
owi/sy wjfich, upon account of the fcarcity^, then reigning 
injfFrpncey put •the cantons to great neceffity but even thi^ 
could n(S^ prevail on them to withdraw their fcjrce?, and re<y 
nounce the\ eng^ements with Lewisy who biloyed them 
with lofty promjl^^ and encouraged them by Home real ad- 
vantages. Th r]~- nr fii^ jl r:cla red to the envoy? of Spaih and 
the empire, and to theoSptrties o^^Hollandy fiat they would 
lay themfelves under no reftraint, though the fame timt, 
they had no i/tention of giving offence tef the allies. A. ^ 
laft the affair was difeuffed at a diet at BaiUn. Expcdierl^ 
were propofed j but they proved infuflicientXand unfatisfijfc- ^ 
tory to all parties. Yet the interpd^uion ofVthe Proteftant 
cantons, and the refolution formed^ by fcveralf^ the Catholic 
divifions of this republic, influenced the* rjameVor and king 
of Spain^o remove the prohibition refpedii^ grain, and 
again to open the comfOunication between Switzerland and 
their dominions * 

While the confederates were endeavouring to weaken 
the coipmon enemy, by gaining over fome of the beft troops 
in^ the French army, an occafional congrefs fat at Cologn, 
compofed .}f ambiuVadors from Englandy Hollandy the em- 
peror, the eleSors of 7revesy Colop' Brandenhurgy Bavarwy 
Saxony y and Palatincy the landgrave of Hejfe, and bifhop of 
Munjier, The defign of this congrefs was to reconcile all 
the jarring intcrefts of the confederates, to determine the 
different proportions of expence, and to accelerate all the 
previous fteps to opening the campaign. Unhappily, conten- 
tions arofe about the chief command of the army on tlie 
which could not fail of prejudicing the intereft of the 
confeTi^:'’ -y , and proving as ferviceable xo France as if an 
adfual ally had been gained. Nor was France moic fortJinatc 
in this particufar than fuccefsful in the intrigues carried on 
at the PortCy to retard the pacification in treaty between the 
emperor and the Grand Signior. Such influence and credit Dutch 
had the ^ench ambaflador acquired in the djvan, that Jlccmf cn^ oy 
kirky Dutch envoy, could neither obtain an aiidi^ncc, 

^or an anfwer to the prop*afals which he had delivered in audience 
writing to the vizier, is true, he was treated with great 
refpeef, and the deiii^of.his requeft palliated by aiTologies 
and pretences of th^mece.qity of waiting until the arrival ot 
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United Provinces, ^ 

Jojd expcS^\\ an ambafly from England j bat it 

was evident, on that -flolltman’s appearanqe at crfjrt, that 
tlfc Irtivs liad nothing to expeft. The vizier expr?fled the 
fame bdckwatdntTb to a negotiation : at laft he thr<?^v ofFthe 
mafque, and be^an openly to make preparations fo 5 openings- 
tho campaign. ^ ^ \ 

"^'^LEJViS w.jl thus fveeping all before him in thecabinSt 
the field, when the two maritime powers wey,''preparing 
to wine off thi diCtracc their f^cet had lai^y fuftained, and 
to rcp^irnlie by fomc flroke, which flioiJu\Nt leafl weaken 
the enemy, if ibfliould contribute 'to their own emo- 

lument. The ^diligence cs’Pploycd in equipping a tfiect in 
V^igland and Jdo}['ivd atiradled the eyes of all Europe. It 
^‘s obvious, that^refenlnicnt fpuired them on to level a mor- 
taf^blow, ar*d it foon appeared where the ftroke was aimed, 
St. Ma- Ijy fnc arrival the cor^rbined fleet before St. Malays. This 
lo’j fwm- however formefl only a part of the fcheme concerted by the 
tavded. allies. No n^jil* th^i twelve flups of the line, four bomb 
ketches, and te\%igantines, were fent to bombard this place. 
The fq 11 ad anchored [November before fort : 

three of tlv:’ bomb vcfl'cls, with a number of brigantines 
and well boats, bore down and anchored within half a mile 
of the town. They continued firing for five hours, and were 
then obliged to tow olF, from an apprchenfion of ‘being 
grounded. For fcvcral fubfequent cl3)s they continued to 
throw in bon.bs, with frequent inicimiffions, and at length, 
under favour of a bii=!: gale, a dark night, and a ftrong tide, 
they fent in a prodigious fircfhip of thice hundred tons bur- 
then, which would probably have reduced the town to afhes, 
had (he not happily for the inhabitants ftruck upon a rock, 
upon which the engineer fet fire to the train. The explofion 
was dreadful ; it fliook the w'hole town like an earthquake^ 
broke all pldfs and earthen ware for three leagues round, and 
unroofed three hundicd houfes. The curtain toyvards 
fea was broke down, and had there been a rurScicnf’JiSQ'mber 
of land forces on board the fepiadron, the town might eafily 
have been taken by ltorm“. Such w-as the ifl’ue of the expedi- 
tion to St. Mold's^ which ftruck a panic into the inhabitants 
of the whole coaft of Ftamc^ and evinced the French king of 
the power and fptrit of the two maritime allies, tl>q’ it pro- 
duces no other confequcncc. ^ 

A. D. The winter produced overtures Jo r a peace. had h 

1694. reduced cities, gained battles, ahd diiperfed fleets ; yet in the 
midft of viftory and triumph, he ^iftujd for an accommoda- 
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tlon^i^n terms ^not injurious toms ijb^itur. Already hp 
had difpe* fed at tV e courts of the Germafp^imctSy a manifeftj 
containing his pacific fentiments and coAdififlhs of peafrto 
the empeLr. Thefe propofals, though advantageous to the 
imperial /ourt, were rejefled : however, not difeouraged 
with onercpul^S £^/^applied himfelf to the king of Gr aft"^ 
BYitam zx\A the ftates -general, by mCins of il\e Danijh 
voys at Lou'hn and/ the Hague^ who prefented memorial/ 
witlva projeft general peace. To the liates were re- 
prefented th^-f^Sxtifii|ljir advantages they murf deri\fe horn 
accepting the propofaiSl^<i. barrier was oft'er-Jd that ^ould 
remove &I1 inquietude and caufe^of appr;j^cnfioii/fn the. 
United Provinces. Alons and Namur it was ^tended Ihould 
be ceded to Spain, Charier n (hould be demo^fned, the tow^* 
and citadel of Huy were to be reftored to the \fhop of Z/Vrl, 
and Dinant and Bouillon were to be jndemnifiiW, by uniting 
to the brifhopric fuch a portion qfOthe dutclV of Luxem- 
burg, as (hould be afBgned by arbiters, VaniJlj envo/ 

added, th^ the ftates-gencral ought to be f;^%d with the 
power of obtaining fo important reflitutioirc, aifcd of termi- 
nating to fo much advantage a war in which the lilies could 
not poffibly think they had been very fortunate. He likcwife 
took it upon him to declare, that the moftChriftian king would 
make no attempts to extend his dominions on the fide of the 
Netherlands, •^nd that from his prcfent^pacific difpofition fuch 
farther conditions would be granted as (hould be found juft 
and equitable- Neither the king nor >iie ftates chofe to enter 
upon ncgf^ciations, without the concurrence of the other 
allies, and the emperor, had not only rejected the propofals, 
but fent prince Lewis of Baden to England, to kct[) the Eng^ 
lijh fteady in their engagements. He took the Hague in his 
way, had an audience of the ftates, warmly reprefented to 
them the neceflity of continuing the war, and difpelled all 


-^dOtRMs^hich might-arife about the expediency of tryine; the 
fortune or another campaign. In truth, king IVilliam had not 
yet fatiated his revenge. Every general a6tion had proved un- 
fortunate, and he panted after an opportunity of wiping off” 
the difgrace of fo many defeats. The ftates v/ere crtircly led 
by his opinion, and that party which had ftienuoufly oppofed 
the prince ,4<ff Orange, refigned itfelf entirely to the direction 
i^theking of GreauBritain ^ fuch influence had he acquifed 
mce his acceflion to the throne. 

DENMARK, findin^ner mediation reje6led, deternflined 
to convert this circumKncf to her own advantage. The 
ftates-genera!,. /he iwa/ fenfible, would be fo deeply engaged 
in war, as tc^ be in no coiidicioit to attend to the minute af- 
6 ; • I (airs 
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^■^‘efodif- fairs of comtneri^^, *.-^4 opportunity for Renewing,' flie c J 
' W^i 6e* cfirputes about the oMies T>f the Sound was faj^ourable. His 
majeftyj^lhetefore, without paying any*rcgard to the 
Pen^i!rk late accommodation,^ or the neutrality profeiTed, be# an firft iJ 
ana Htl- intijnate his intention, by avowedly aflifting the ^eruh mo- • 
n^ch. In this the Swedes concurred with him ; both had 
on a prodigious commerce wit? Prance during th^' was ; 
^ey even bedamc the purveyors of thatiis kingdom for corn, 
naval (lores, and all the comn>pdities of 2)^ North. At. this 
the lilies coniived, w|)ile there remained i^e&' of inducing 
thofe\powcrs tl accede to the So far England' 

and tlu^ allies V general ^ere concerned; but Holland had 
complaints of a^oiivate nature, in which the Dutch commerce 
^ IJone was interred. His Danijh majefty had ordered the an-* 
Uent duties of /le Sound to be exadted from all Dutch ihip- 
* pingi and onAcir r<:fufa!, they were feized and brought to 
Copenhagen. tThfSe coi^rring circumftances determined the 
ftates to conjft \o extreihiues, and the king, of England joined 
ilTue with the^.7r about the expediency of making^ reprizals, 
and punilhv<g tt^e northern powers for a breach of treaty and 
profeiTt'd n/utrality. It was refolved to make both the kings 
of Denmark and Sweden fenfible, that notwithfianding the 
maritinrre powers were engaged in an important war, they had 
firength and courage enough to refent the mfiilts of^\ieu{^al 
dates. Accordingly the commanders of the Englijh and 
Dutch men of war atid privateers bad inftrudions to ftop, 
examine, and feize all Dant/b or Swedijb Ihipptns bound to 
French ports, or laden with fuch comm^ities as leemed de- 
ftined for the markets of that kingdom* The orders were 
pundlually obferved ; feveral (hips were taken, but none con* 
demned, as the experiment was made, only to intimidate the 
northern powers, and not with a view of coming to an open 
rupture. The Dutch went farther. They flopped in diffe- 
rent ports of Holland to the amount o£ twenty-four P 'Jk 
(hips, of which they gave notice to the Danijh efivoy, de- 
claring they (hould be detained, until reflitution was made of 
the Dutch (hips at Copenhagen^ and the owners amply indem- 
nified for all the Ioffes they might h'^ve fuffained by their de- 
tention. A conduct fo fpirited foon produced the expeded 
efFedl. Sweden not only avoided making reprifais, but even 
joined her mediation to the emgeror's, in reconciling>die king 
of Denmark and the republic. In confequence the (li^s 
werei mutually reftored, the treating concerning the duties of 
the Sound renewed, and all thin^ placed on the former 
footing ^ \ \ 

* Le CrxRc, p. 142^ 
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In general the operations tsf thi^*cjn*^a^i proyra rnore * \i. 
fortunate to tUe allies, than any of the!? prece Keveji 
places had been recovered from the cncrry\ no^artle w'j^siol+f 
and .the Ft^nch king fufFered ^orc by death ol li'iiribal 
" Luxembur^h^ than if halfliis army had^criflled : heiidJjEj^ic 
coafts his kiggdom yre kept in rfrpctual* alarm by 
ftjuadrons of Englatt^^nd H*Jlan/l. ^ I)y this menrs d 
number of troops Wjffe kept Jflationed towards ilu* coail^^aiif/ 
a corfiderable .rcvy/fiion v.ras rr«de from tliat fl cnt^th vl^ich 
i^ewis >atould'8rfflSpvi(c have exerted in the Ncth.vLinrh'.' 
was bombarded by thecoiTrW^'iecI fleets ; Dieppe ^ficrw-irr^' met 
with the fame fate, and more than^'half the ^ow?i v'^is Inid, 
in aflies j adverfe winds probably faved it hrom total de- 
ftruflion. Having finifhed this bufineft, thc^llied fleet pror 
cceded to Havre de Grace^ where they bombarJi;^ 

with fuch fuccefs, that in a few hA&rs t was on fire, 

and before they quitted their ftation, ritadel dmofl: demo- 
liflied ; in a word, an univerfjl panic (l*ilted th/\ inhabitants of 
the coaft^he innocent induftrious fubje<Fh w|»r^,^^uni(hed for 
the ambition of the fovertign, and a methoc-jof v>Qging war 
was now adopted by cK’ilized nations, which wdald be re- 
garded with horror by the moft barbarous. 

the grand armament was thus employed in defobit- ^:a fght 
ing*the enemy’s country, z Dutch fquiqkon of eight men between 
war, under th'' conduct of Hidde de^'ies^ fell in with the French 
famous and his fquadron of f“ven fliips of the 

and three frigates. The Dutch admii •! had a confiJerableA-'’^^- 
fleet under bis convoy, and would if poffible have declined an 
engagement ; but du Bart purfued, overtook and attacked 
him between the JH^eufe and the TexeL The d.ipute proved 
obftinate. Du Bart fought with his ufual intrepi Jiry ; he board- 
ed deVries^ and tho’ vigoroufly fuftained was repulled with lofs. 

Had th e Dutch captains fupported their admiral, the FrenJj^ 
''wSIPWWId have found himfelf roughly handled j but the ter- 
ror of du Barfs name kept them aloof, while de Vries j co- 
vered with wounds, was fingly engaged. The event was 
unfortunate ; he was taken prifoner, and great part of the 
merchant fleet under his care fell into the hands of the 
enemy (A)^ 

Om 

(A) Dutch writers, to qA- fuade the world, that du Barfs 
lify the difgrace refulcing fquadron was compofed of large 

this defeat, endeavour tjr per- men of war ; whereas it really 
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.... .^ne ^uadron to Holland^ all the captains 

^ gre ya(!ite**ed, an^the Itates confoled for their lofs by news 
>:roi {,he EaJt^Wdi^ that Pgndicherry had furrendered to the 
‘^ovo ,ior-gene^al o{S^atqvia^ all the artillery/ ftorcs* and 
nurrci*" ndize belongiW to the Fhnch company. ' Upon the* 
the confederates had greatlyVbe advantage by fea this 
pr). .Befides, the inc idents we h«h mentioned, tney re- 
\>iev!l'/j Barcelona^ blocked up Tourville^^^^A bombarded Dun* 
kirflzxiA Calais. Dunkirk had, for tim 9 i^ memorial, been 
the Wreat rendezvous of privatecrsiiys^i^^ur . .Even Zfi, 
far ^ck as *the reign of PhUtf^uTof Spain, the com- 
, mercc\of thek Netherlands was greatly difturbed*from this 
quarter, and fmuent attempts had been made to deftroy the 
Ipwn and hai^ur. It had fuccellively been in the hands 
the Spaniaris^ French, ^nd Englijh\ and Lewis found means 
to have it rel]pred;c^ hi^^br a fum of money, in the diflolutc 
reign of Chd'Usjsx. allies had long meditated an at-^ 

*tack on D/itk^, bift it was always laid afide on account of 
the hazar^, 4 rll difficulty of the enterprize. ftr laft Sir 
Cloudejley Aove}'{ex. fail from the Downs on the 14th of Sep* 
tinker, and arrtl^d before the harbour with a fquadron of 
thirteen Englijh and fix Dutch (hips of the line, and a great 
number of trigates and bomb-ketches. T'hc garrifoi\and in- 
habitants were greatlv^alarmed j they fent to marfiial Villfroy, 
then at Tpres, upon"^ ^le firft appearance of the fleet, and he 
came to their affiftance with two regiments of infantry, and 
one of dragoons. Sbvuel was ambitious of afpiring after 
glory, and eager to colleA laurels ; but all his endeavours 
were fruftrated by the ftrength of the place, and the vigilance 
of the garrifon. In Ibort, he return^, after having ihrc^wn 
the place into conflernation, and alarmed Calais by fome 
bombs which he threw into the town. 

Religious ^ ow ARDS the clofe of this year, the theological controver- 

dijputesin fies that had fo long difturbed the provinces were mv^/agairf 
I^Qlland. revived. King IVilliam^ before his acceffion to the throne of 
^ England, had filenced fome rifing difputes, by his authority 

as iladtholder. He was now again forced to interpofe, and 
it was at his requeft that the dates of Holland and Friefeland 
publilhed an ordonnance on the 18th day of SMemher^ for 


pohdlled pf light, neat, clean 
built privateers ( 1 ). They likc- 
v^^fe •affirm that he was a Dutch* 
•mm by birch, who, upon foine 


•difeontent, retired into the Fretj^ 
fejjvice ; but they do not vou^ 
thiXfafI by proper authorities. 


eiwice; but 
hisyfiift by ] 
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lie phjiervation of the peace of chu\ iiid 

Ae tranquillity jof the provinces. By th'^egul^i< equally 
brudent and necellary, it mus ordained tna^^<#^oftor^ V* 

leilbr§» and leSurers in div ^hy/ together7 with the ^ Jef 

the fi^Vormed church of Mriland and Frpfeland^ (houf^ % ^ fj 

form in all their writin^^Tpreachings, ip Icdhj^ to th- > jnA 
mulary iTbntamecTin tj^catechifm, ctinfcflliQnt^d canjj^ ^ 
the national (ynod Q^l)ordrecht ; and tiiarffiey fliould,,^!^’ m 
the utmoft cordial^j^ charity, and brotherly affediion,'^! lout 
difpute, difeuS Ms or controverly upon points already feiled 
tly the cKurch. T naL'wi>:i\ refpeft to certain diiTrcult miyters 
Jeft undetermined by the national fynpd, thefe^they wjVe or- 
dered not to touch upon, or explain any oth^'^.wife than was 
■^uthorized by the feriptures, arid the general fenfe of the 
^^nod of Dordrecht. That they (hould intrcWuce into thei 
writings^ fermons, ledures, or puWiG-eoyrfes\f every kin.jj 
: no uncommon axioms, no difputed f o novel opi- 

nions or dodrincs ; in a word, they orv^^ to abllaiii* 
from wh^nver could raife doubts, create\chijS divilions 
among rive people ; and if through inadvertefflce^y of them 
fliould have given room for^difputation, they|vere^quircd to 
retra^l, or explain what they ha^ advtenof^ agreeable to the 
cftabliflied faith. All profcflbrs werl farthertenjoined from 
cn'iour^ing their pupils to apply phimfophy to the mylleries 
of (he Chriftian religion. They were Lidered to confine this 
kind of reafoning to matters purely phiofophical, and not to 
examinv by the light of reafon, wha was intended by the 
author of our being to exceed reafon. Upon the whole, the 
paftors of the church were fervently requeued to be vigilant 
over their flocks, and to cultivate fobriety, decency, good 
order, and devotion among all ranks and degrees of the peo-s> 
pie. The ordonnance had a good efFed, and fupprefled in 
the birth, controverfies which might in time have created 
much trouble to the government **. 

The operations of the fucceeding campaign Retrieved the A: D. 
reputation of king IVillmm \ but it ought to be remembered, 
that marechal Luxemburg was now dead, and the command of 
the army given to Filleroly a general neither equal to the 
marechal in capacity nor experience. Namur^ defended by 
Boujflen at fhe head of a numerous garrifon, and covered by 
alormidable army, furrcndqred to king IVtlUam \ and the 
French king, in revenge, ordered BruJJeh to be bonibardc 3 S 

Suite de Hill, dc Nfi ^viLLE, t ii. p.44. » Uliiver. 
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X This folloy j \t bombaardment of Calais, amtffoine 
attempts^pon othid fei:>ports on the coaft gf France. But 
th^y incited the allies, weakened 
and drew tnjf war neA^fc ilTue, produced no ijjame- 
^^cnefidvamagc, l^e ftates-geUfc^ bad profecuted tb^ war — 

J ndiz^ tgreat ^our, inVtope of obtainrjk fuch a peace as would 
•fcS caP^nfe tne (SKpencI and trouble ^Juppbrting vait armies , 
aSrjjejts. It wa?\:xpc£led that every campaign would be the 
\ this encouraged the people to *^bmit to the heavy 

taxel with which they were loaded. Thefi'%f;;^'Hjucnt difag- 
poiiMicnc irritated them, and in pfevinces 'tliey began 

to eAkirn lo jdly againft meafures calculated only lO opprefs 
Infurrec^^ the in^flriousVui^eiSf, and ruin commerce. A new tax laid 
non at upon burials, by the magiftrates of AmJUrdatny was highly rc- 
Amder- f^ted by the ytopulace ; though the intention was to abolilk 
dam. • a^ernicious cpftom— ^-h^tprevailed in almoll all the towns of 
the United <bf giving public entertainments, of 

feafting, and i^ng^i^i/pon occaftons where decency required 
the moft Cpiof, it coiWuit and ftrift temperance. No fooner 
was r-.:,iv>v£tidl4 of the magiftrates known, than (ome evil* 
dilpofed pe^Vons dkeited a popular fumult, by perfuading the 
vulgar, that all whn unable to pay the tax muft be buried 
with fuch niaj^'s of igPominy as would render infamous the 
iiicmoiy of thcdeccalei^ and add infult to poverty.' £vtry 
thing was done to this prejudice ; but the mob conti* 

Dually increafed. Tiv” whole rabble of foreigners 

and natives, aireniblcd to oppofc the regulation ; and there 
were nor wanting feveral fubftanlial citizens who regarded the 
new tax as unjuft and iniquitous. The mob threatened to 
fet fire to the city ; all was in confufion, fliops were Ihut up, 
and every kind of bufinefs at a ftand. It was difficult to ap- 
ply remedies to fo defperate a difeafe : the military force in 
the city was infufficient to difperfe fo vaft a concourfe. The 
A n. I'editious were emboldened by the defencelefs condition (if the 
1O96. magiftracy ; they flew to the houfe'of M. Boreel, one of the 
principal perfons in the city, forced open the doors, poured in 


like a torrent, pillaged, deftroyed, and threw into the canal 
his elegant and rich furniture. By this time Spaaregge 

had colleded a body of foldicrs, with which he haftened to 
the deJence of Uotceh houfe. He fired upon the' mob; but 
was attacked with I'uch fury, thap he was forced to retreat to 
liii» own houic. Thither the mob puivfued, deftroyed all be- 
lo:e them, and cciiimiticd cveay viplence of which an in- 
ttnitd* biutal populace is capable. Happily for 
night came on beierc they could proceed to farther bufinefs : 
. . - ♦ this 
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fcltis'^ennined them to poftpone Ae \u|r! 
ing ; anc^ tn the mean tjaafi cve^ wan ye^ji . , . 

own dwelling];, as if noth i^ y day -li^i£"p^[ 

cards were fixed up in all^;^^!lic place! gividlgnoticti J 
the tax, whi^h hud.^^ fo much oi^ce, ihj^ld. htxt 
place. Orders wer^Ke wife iflued (m all -ii';J^hurghi ^ » 

ibldicrs^to affemble ^racr arms. Ende^Irs were alf'^^tfde 
to mount a few c^panies of horfe, which were cor!|Wcd off 
all the young g||^cmen in the«city, perfons of diftii^ion in 
public^officfltiwKtLi^ch merchants. Thefe prteautions, how- 
ever, did not prevent th^^ftbble from aflembli^, *tfnd r.'ttack- 
ing in i body the houfe of Kirby^ the Englf^ confui, who, 
they alledged, had fuggefted the idea of ^ tax upon burials. ' 

Here they were repulfed with great vigour ^ ;ipon which th^y 
turned their indignation againft a difti'^uithed by the * 
name of the rich Pinto. To this /imjlerdam pro- 
bably owed its fafety. In an inftant^A quar- 

ter was in arms for the defence of t^r pft^Ji^ious wealth^ 
amafled jpftth indefatigable induftry. To tjpn^h^Jiurghers 
pinfidX^mfelvcs, both n^arching in good Irdcr '^gainii: the 
feditious, who, ftruck with the form*^Mgjit^pearance of glit- 
tering arms, began to difperfe. S feized loaded 
witlxrjgh plunder,, and immediately liinged ; which produced 
fu0h an effect, that in the fpace of minute's the ftreets 
were intirciv cleared, and the city reflojrd to its former tran- 
quillity. However, it was thought atTvifeable to remove all 
caufe of frefli infurre£tions, and to nnul the edi£t paffed for 
levying the new impofition. The whole affair ended with 
the publication of a great reward to whoever ftioulJ difeover 
the authors of this fedition. It was flirewdly fufpedled that 
fome perfons, who were enemies to the magiftracy, had ex- 
cited the people ; but proofs never appeared to juftify the 
fufpicion 

Nothino confiderable this year was performed in 
Netherlands ; and as to the naval operations, they were I'Vench 
equally unimportant. The only incident that merits notice, 
is the misfortune of a fleet of Dutch merchantmen homeward- * 

bound from Portugaly which fell in with du Barf^ fquadron 
of privateers^ The merchant fleet, amounting to two hun- 
dred fail, w^as under the convoy of five frigates,^ who were at- 
tacked by the enemy’s largeft (hips, while the others wfirc 
doling deflruftion among the trading vellels, thirty of which 
they had taken. The fri^tes defended ihemfelves vigoroufly, 

^ Suite de Hiilfde Neuvills, t. i'« p. 142. 
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one only cfcaping. Scarc(^Va§ 
the vi^rious du Sart (fefcried a 
Of he fet fire to all his 

aluable effiedts^ and tak- 
;he beft fail he could 



oT Savoy dhtached 


sCfferiunloaling the 
i me crews pri^ners, and 
J)gl^<^thc/Aclbi:^of daifcer. 

*^|]SfcoT the clJ|^j of •the year the < 
hinnfiK;|^om the confederates, accepted^f the terms pro* 
^kd^ Lewis^ and thus pav^d the way a general pacifi- 
cation. VFhe d^ke went farther; he not jSfe^^mad^ peace 
vj-ith Fram^ bjj^ joined his troopsu^ar 1\/e forces of that kin^ 
dom, wjiich ec&bled Lewis to reinforce his army innhe Ne^ 
•ther lands with feveta! regiments dsawn from Italy. Probably 
this defe£tion of in ufeful ally proved fortunate to the con- 
^federates, as iy inclined them to litten to .the conditions 
pro^iofed by tw /);^rfr1?1j^narch, who declared that he had ^ 
now fuftaincCT ^a^rrTngly againft all Europe^ for fcvcraP\ 
fticceffive yea^^jvith|^6ther view than to eftablilh the tran- 
<]uillity ofjChy(ftndom on a more folid bafts. Ticking of 
Englufid'iit ^ thJ difficulties that jvoulJ arife in 
the iuppliewfor c^^^inuing the war; the flatcs-gcneral were 
not deaf lo thd^cU(g.($/^of the provinces, againft the burthen 




of taxes ; both mre fenlWe of the mifehiefs to be apprehended 
from Poland^ ihould chp|irmir/r intereft prevail at the Afuieg 
cltiStion ; and the cdRfederates in general were aware of the 
danger, that other poWbrs might follow the example of Savoy^ 
and ftrike up a feparatc peace* It became now a very ferious 
•[ueftion. Whether the crifis was not arrived that rendered 
ic highly expedient to (heath the fword .? Frattce appeared 
fo. ward for an accommodation, and even went fo far as to 
demand palFports for M. CalliereSy to go to Holland to lay the 
baiis of a general pacification. 

With the king^of approbation the ftates had 

granted the paflports required, and M. Dykeveldt was ap- 
pointed to confer with the ambaflador. M. Callieres had 
been inftruded to grant all that was demanded by the im- 
perial court, refpefting the treaties of fVeJlphalia and Nime- 
^ue?t. This M. Dykeveldt reported to the deputies appointed 
for foreign aftai^ who tranfinltted it to the ftates-general. Af- 
ter mature dcli&ration the ftates declared, that as* the /roirA 
niosarch had made the conceffions required by the court qf 
matters were now in fuch a ficuation, that, in conceri^ 
with tjrcir allies, the oftered mediation of Sweden might be 
accepted. A tranfeript of their refo)utions was fent to the 
cliftcrent courts of Europe ; but it ibon ^sppeared, that neither 

^ the 
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^ tor nor the f . 

I^io’ns oiF|r«d^ hv Vranc^. / fatisfaftory 

.. Yet were the 

ity for Itafyy j was/et atnb' • 

all his ftjsength tMNetherlan^.* , 

HIS wasnhc f\ty h- A affairs .during the wmter,^n4 
f thing indicate yetiliJ all the iKSJfefol y#*' 

teat fword iff / thf, wfual rLalfl/ j 

who fliouf / yicommencc hoflilities ; and theP’>^ 
earlier in.^ /preparations this year than any of A*e 
'?eatngr^iO»v*tf»f^ whole allied army Mpas af- 
bled, no confiderale cnteipnze was undertallflff!?^The 
mch would likewife frem to have given^ their cibief atten- 
to naval expeditions, and attempts to>fuh^tlie commerce 
the maritime power?. This fpring their cruizers had been 
tremely fuccefsful. A fmall fquadron fet '^ail from Dftn- 
k in the month of February j encou^ryrwJ A fleet of Dutch 
id Englijh merchantmen off Oftend^ andVk'ideVr'ize of fourr 
en vef^s, moft of which belonged Three 

fecjg^'sner another fleet, of mercharilmi^u under the 

Sn^yof three men of war^ commanded by Idnairal/^/?^- 
^ ^ . • ri/bay r^Bikay. 


par^ fell in with a French fquadron in ^ nay m litjcay, 
enemy were greatly fuperior in ftre sg^^^yh'A lVaJpnaar 
ought w! great gallantry, and defer |led himlef' until be 
vas mor^y wounded, aiid his (hip (hai.^'-ed ip^pi^es when 
he ne<t in command firuck. 1 ..c fate of the admiral dc- 
kermined the fortune of the whole fleet, Jie two other men 
lof war made but a (hort reflffance, and with them were taken 
[twelve rich merchantmen, laden with wool, cotton, hides, 

' and other valuable commodities 

Thij was the laft aft of hoffility that pafltd between 
France and Holland, As early as the month of February all 
‘ the allied powers, Spain excepted, had agreed to accept the 
mediation of Sweden^ which was accordingly notified in form 
to the Swedijh minifter at the Hague, By the ninth day of Con^efsm 
May the congrefi was opened at Ryfwick^ when France pro- RyiwicJc. 
pofed, by way of preliiptnaries, that the treaties of IVeJipha- 
lia and Nimeguen Ihould form the bafis of the prefent nego- 
tiation ; that Strajbura Ihould be reftored to the emperor on 
/^hejjaiijc coniintion as before the war; that Luxemburg (hould 
|ii^€^^6red to Spain^ together with Mom^ CharUroi^ and all 
j th^ places in Catahnia^ talien fince the peace of Nimeguen ; 
the city and citadel t ^DuniirJt {iiou\d be ceded to tlfb 
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.f Liege ; Uion be m&d^‘ to t». ^ 

of all conqu be ano tUl 

" -viiM be>... j-ble-fo the-condidorv* of tft 

jation. In a \ ifter rfdious conferehcef th 
“aty was at length* fighco, » pr-«cc lettered to Eurepi 
jpon, co*'d it ions equaljy glorious ivantageous to the al 

tc^, riruj lo unpopular in the plenipotentiant 

•retj\iot fof .Onie time to appear iWic. The readitf 
*' find them foecified in former pari this work* 
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